Vol. 24, No. 18

Next issue:
Sat., June 19
Revised schedule

Join the 648 who get The WIRE's between-issues e-mail bulletins (Send “Add Me” to WIRE@nyc.rr.com)

Saturday, May 29, 2004

he Main Street WIRE.

Roosevelt Island’s Independent Community Newspaper

Our Town The Main Street Teen Theatre presented the classic Thornton
Wilder play last weekend. M.J. Geier and Hugo Genes played Emily
and George Webb as townspeople threw rice at their wedding.

Sheldrake to Manage Westview,
Island House; RIHMC Terminated

Westview Tenant Group, Meanwhile, Gets Attorney General’s
OK Authorizing It to Conduct Purchase Talks with the Owner

by Dick Lutz

The Sheldrake Corporation will
take over management of Westview
and Isand House July 1, if the State
Division of Housing and Commu-
nity Renewal (DHCR) grants a
waiver requested by Charles
Lucido, the current owner. Grant
of thewaiver, which would bypass
competitive bidding for the man-
agement contract, appearsroutine.

Sheldrake is negotiating pur-
chase of the buildings, and expects

Island’s Merchants, Still Under
Pressure, Ask Government Help

By Sasha Rodriguez

Roosevelt Island’s stagnant mi-
cro-economy, an all-too-familiar
concern of merchants, wastheim-
petus behind ameeting held Thurs-
day afternoon at the request of the
Island’s Chamber of Commerce.

The session at the RIOC office,
called by Chamber head Julie
Palermo, brought together severa
development organizations experi-
enced incommercia and community
revitalization. Thegroupsareoffer-
ing their financial advice and other
assistance in a cooperative effort to
creste viable, sustainable solutions
to the Idand’s lagging economy.

Explaining that many I1sland mer-
chants have come under serious
financial pressure, Palermo began
the meeting by emphasizing the
merchants’ difficulties: “Our mer-
chants are till suffering. We need
funding and, moreimportantly, we
need to know how to makeit work.”

Also in attendance was Herb
Berman, president of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC), who repeated concerns he
had voiced in earlier meetings,
about “shabby” aesthetics. “We're
trying to create more of ashopping
center mentality —amall-likeenvi-
ronment,” he said.

Agencies offering advice and
possible assistance at the meeting
included:

» The Empire State Development
Corporation (ESDC) —representing
the State Department of Economic
Development, which runs the
“1®NY” tourism campaign. ESDC
Director Hector Santana said,
“We're talking broader than Main

Street. We need to make Roosevelt
Island a destination.”

e The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration — able to guarantee
small-businessloansfrom $3,000to
as much as $2 million for working
capital, inventory, salaries, con-
struction, and lines of credit for
merchandise and other needs.

* The City’sDepartment of Small
Business Services—represented at
the meeting by Glynnis Enriques,
this agency has three branches:
Neighborhood Development,
which works with Business Im-
provement Districts, improving
storefronts with canopies, aw-
nings, and other visual enhance-
ments; Workforce Development,
which helps find employees and
provides training; and Business
Assistance, which helps with the
details of what a small business
needs, such as government per-
mits. Inthe case of afire, Enriques
said, “We're your second call —
right after FDNY.”

In addition to the governmental
units, these organi zations attended
to offer help:

 Accion New York —anon-profit
providing loans of $500 to $50,000
to small businessesthat cannot get
traditional commercial loans.
Accionworkswith adiverseclien-
tele, inclduing start-ups, homebusi-
nesses, taxi-drivers, and artists. It
sponsors amonthly credit seminar
in both English and Spanish.

» The East Harlem and Manhat-
tan Hispanic Chambers of Com-
merce — each represented by their
presidents. Thesegroupshavecre-
ated a Chamber Alliance, which

Briefly...

The next issue of The WIRE, originally scheduled for June 12, will
appear June 19 instead. After that, thelast regular issue before areduced
summer schedulewill appear July 3. It will bethe businesscar dsissue,
an opportunity for Islanders to support the newspaper by publishing
their business cards or business-card-size messages (details on page 6).

TheRoosevet | land Bridgewill beraised and lowered in tests sched-
uled for Monday, June 7, between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The City’s
Department of Transportation Bridge Operations Unit promisesto time
the three openings to minimize traffic delays, but if you have a plane to
catch, plan extratime for your cab to get on and off the Island.

functions as an outreach mecha-
nism for the small businesses in
their own communities. Such alli-
ances enable, for example, what
Henry Calderon of the East Harlem
Chamber called cooperative market-
ing —where different communities
direct their traffic over to other part-
ner communities, creating ahealthy
circulation of business.
 The South Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corporation—
a program which, according to its
literature, “provides energy audits
for small businesses and other fa-
cilitiesto help them makeinformed
electrical decisionsandimplement
energy-efficiency strategies.”
See Merchants, page 6

to have a ground-lease extension
from the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation (RIOC) by July or
August, according to Otis Jones, a
retired DHCR executive who is
working with Sheldrake onthededl.

But the Westview Task Force,
representing tenants, has created
a non-profit corporation with the
goal of buying the building. It has
received “authorization” from the
State Attorney General allowing it
to conduct discussions with the
owner, and last Wednesday asked
RIOC for a meeting to discuss a
ground-lease extension related to
atenant-sponsored co-oping plan.

Roosevelt Island Housing Man-
agement (RIHMC), aunit of Jerome
Belson Associates, which for years
has managed both buildings, is to
beterminated June 30, at the end of
its current management contract
with owner CharlesLucido. RIHMC
will continue to manage Eastwood,
which is owned by Belson.

Rich McCurnin, an Assistant
Commissioner of DHCR who will
rule on the waiver request, said he
expectsto make adecision by mid-
June. Asked about DHCR rules
that require a competitive bidding
process to select managers of
Mitchell-Lamabuildings, McCurnin
said, “Weissued apolicy yearsago
that when there is new ownership
coming in and thereis going to be
substantial investment, insuch cir-
cumstances we can allow an entity
to manage the property without
competitive bidding.” He said the

policy recognizesthat anincoming
owner has a special interest in a
building, in protecting the value of
a pending investment.

Lucidotold TheWIRE on Thurs-
day afternoon that he has been
pleased with RIHM C management
of his buildings. “But the ideais
that Sheldrake get in as soon as
possible as the management com-
pany, to build a relationship with
thetenants. Thiswill providefirst-
hand experience for the new
owner.” Lucido said that asagen-
eral partner he will have a contin-
ued involvement in the partnership
that owns the buildings, but
Sheldrakeisbuying out all thelim-
ited partnersentirely, and will have
majority ownership.

“I"'m 70 years old and, because
of my health, thereisaneed to cut
both work and stress,” Lucido said.
“| waslooking for ayounger part-
ner with experiencein management
of thisparticular kind of building.”

When asked when he thinks the
new deal with Sheldrake will be
complete, Lucido said, “Realisti-
cally, it will be 2005, depending on
what obstacles present themselves.
Of course, | wish and hope for no
objection from tenants and [gov-
ernment] agencies.” He said the
Sheldrake organization was se-
lected among possible buyers be-
cause of itstrack record in privatiz-
ing Mitchell-Lama housing. “My
concern was to have somebody
who would gain the respect and

See Sheldrake, page 2

RIVAA Offering Merchants Help in
Enhancing Appearance of Storefronts

by Sasha Rodriguez

Can art and commerce unite on
Main Street for the benefit of both?

The Roosevelt Island Visual Art
Association (RIVAA) believesthey
can, and hastaken preliminary steps
in discussing waysits member art-
istsmight cooperate with local mer-
chantsto enhance their storefronts
for the good of the community.

Members of RIVAA believe that
the declining quality of Main
Street’s facadesis not only indica-
tive of the mord e of local merchants
these days, as severa of them ap-
parently find it difficult to keep up
with rent payments, but that it also
repels business.

“We have to motivate the
merchants...it is good business to
keep our residentsand visitorshere
to spend their money,” said Selwyn
Fund, RIVAA's Chair for the new
initiative. “The merchants may
think they have a captive audi-
ence,” he continued, “but never-
theless senior citizens get bussed
out to Astoria to do their shop-
ping.”

Arline Jacoby, president of
RIVAA, issimilarly concerned, see-

ing great potential in an aliance
between the arts and local busi-
nesses. According to Jacoby,
lighted shops and store windows
full of exciting art works could con-
vey avibrant image that the Island
needs.

“The Main Street shops aren’t
business-friendly —they don’t seem
tolast long,” asserted Jack Walsh,

an Island resident waiting for his
bus outside Gristede’s. “Maybe
their storefronts would look better

if they made more money.”
Elsewhere, arts-based develop-
ment projects have been known to
serve as a catalyst for commercial
revitalization and inimproving com-
munity culture. However, some
See RIVAA, page 10

Super-Seniors Get Awards

A
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Senior Association President Dolores Greene (left photo) and RISA
Board member Ruth Kolins (right photo) received Senior Service awards
May 16 during ceremonies at the Island’s annual Senior Day festivities.
Behind Green is Public Safety Deputy Director Rene Bryan, who emceed
the event; behind Kolins is Senior Center Director Rema Townsend,

who presented the awards.

Mark Your Calendar: Roosevelt Island Day in 2 weeks — June 12
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Sheldrake from page 1

trust of the tenants, so they would
be amenable.”

Opher Pail, who heads the
Westview Task Force, commented
on the situation by e-mail from
Hong Kong, where heison abusi-
nesstrip: “TheAttorney General’s
letter of authorization [to conduct
pur chase talks with Lucido] is a
significant accomplishment for the
Westview Task Force, and amonu-
mental milestone in Roosevelt Is-
land history, as it puts our tenants
associationinapositionto ownthe
building and control our own des-
tiny.

“Any other resolution that in-
volves extension of the ground
lease to a private investor will di-
rectly and quickly resultin Mitchell-
Lamabuyout and unregul ated mar-
ket rents.”

L ate Thursday, he added, “West-
view tenantsare shocked that RIOC
would proceed with this transac-
tion without considering what is
best for the residents of Roosevelt
Island — which is not the present
proposal. The residents of
Westview have spent more than
two decades building this commu-
nity, and should have some input
into its future.”

Lucido said he had not yet heard
about the letter to Westview ten-
antsfromtheAttorney General. He
was negative about the possibility
of someacquisition arrangementin-
volving tenants: “A contract [with
Sheldrake] isin place and money
has changed hands.”

Pail said that some 40 percent of
Westview residents currently pay
over half their net income for rent.
“They will becomethefirst victims
[of aprivate buy-out]. Ultimately,
most Westview residents will lose
their homes. The Westview Task
Forceisdetermined to make every
effort to avoid this catastrophe.”

Asked Thursday morning why
RIOC would bewilling to negotiate
a ground-lease extension with
Westview tenants who don't actu-
ally ownthebuilding, Pail said, “We
have [the Attorney-General’s] per-
mission for atenant-sponsored co-
op. We have legal standing now
and intend to meet with them and
discuss a deal directly with them.
We have engaged in fundraising
over the past year and a half. We
have all the resources available to
us, including legal, accounting, and
engineering. We expect RIOC to
cooperate fully with us because it
isinthe State'sinterest to work with
us.”

Pail added, “ Permission from the
landlord doesn’t haveto bein place
beforewe meet [with RIOC] to dis-
cussaground-lease extension. Our
position is that if they extend the
ground lease to anyone else it's
going to be the end for affordable
housing at Westview and the en-
tireldand. That'safact. They have
an obligation to meet with us, to
discuss the ground-lease exten-
sion.”

Tim Johns of the Island House
Ownership Committee (IHOC),
speaking of the management switch
in the two buildings, told The
WIRE, “ Thisseemsvery hasty. We
have to look at why thereisto be
no bidding process. It seems pre-
mature given the fact that
Sheldrakeis, sofar asweknow, still
not an owner of record, and isin-
volved in negotiations with RIOC
at this very moment regarding ex-
tension of the ground lease.”

Johns added, “My concern is
that thisislike a de facto approval
[of a Sheldrake purchase] by
DHCR. It strengthens Sheldrake's
hand vis-a-vis RIOC [in ground-
lease negotiations].”

RIOC has the power to set the
terms of aground-lease extension,
and could lay down some guide-

lines regarding rent increases, fu-
ture tenant ownership, and other
matters, but it isbelieved that RIOC
planstotake alaissez-faire attitude
toward sale of the building and the
future relationship between the
owner and tenants. The RIOC
Board has not yet considered the
issue in apublic meeting, and nei-
ther pressnor publicisprivy tothe
closed executive sessions it holds
once amonth.

On Thursday, a public relations
representative speaking for
Sheldrake said the company has
selected a Certified Property Man-
ager (CPM) to handle the proper-
ties, and plansto locate an officein
theold Day Nursery spacefronting
the west promenade. The CPM is
Jennifer Jones, who most recently
managed Concourse Villagein the
Bronx, and has experience with
DHCR-supervised buildings. Rob-
ert Klehammer, ExecutiveVice Pres-
dent of Sheldrake, provided abrief
statement through the public rela-
tions representative, including the
comment, “ The Sheldrake Organi-
zation looks forward to working
closely with tenants to insure a
smooth transition.”

Lucido, intalkingwith TheWIRE,
expressed a confident hope that
therewill eventually be someform
of tenant ownership, in line with
goals he embraced early in hisin-
volvement on the Island.

Audrey Berman Tannen of the
Island House Task Force told The
WIRE, “We were about to sched-
ule our regular meeting with
Doryneldley [General Manager of
RIHMC] when we were told, ‘We
won't be your management com-
pany in thirty days.’” She contin-
ued, “We understand that, as ten-
ants, we don't have a say in this.
It'san owner’ sdecision, along with
DHCR.” Tannen said that the Task
Force posted a copy of the Lucido
letter to Belson, giving thirty days
notice of contract termination, at
Island House elevators on
Wednesday morning.

McCurnin of DHCR, insaying he
expects to have a decision ready
by mid-June, told TheWIRE, “There
are obviously anumber of things|
need to confirm in the letter” from
Lucido to DHCR requesting a
waiver of competitive bidding for
building management. “Thereisa
transaction pending and | need to
look into that. I'm not yet versed
init.”

The change in management
would presumably end therel ation-
ship the buildings have with Isley,
achange Johns saw as adownside
of the Sheldrakeinvolvementin his
building. “She’s the best thing
that’s happened to the I sland since
I’ve been here,” he said on
Wednesday. “1 would go so far as
to say she would be a good presi-
dent of RIOC —better than anything
we'veever had. Sheknowsthels-
land, does her homework, and is
conscientious.”

Aaron Silberman, President of
Jerome Belson Associates, told The
WIRE on Wednesday, “ Roosevelt
Island isthe home of RIHMC, and
we'll dwaysbethere assisting and
contributing to ensure that the Is-
land continues to be the best place
toliveintheCity of New York.” He
had no comment on theimpending
termination of RIHMC’ scontract to
manage Island House and
Westview. Asked about Doryne
Isley’s possible future on or off the
Island, he commented, “She's a
special person. Sheisinvolvedin
other matters within the corpora-
tion, and will continue to be the
leader onthelsland itself on behalf
of the company. We think highly
of her capabilities, which obviously
the residents of Roosevelt Island
have also recognized.”

Isley left comment on the matter
to Silberman.

[etters

ToOur Remar kable Community:

On behalf of the Geier family of friends, wewould like to thank every-
one who assisted with and joined us in a most memorable service for
Hallie. From friends to strangers who felt moved to contribute to the
effort, it seems people camefrom all cornerson short noticeto show how
much they care: the friends at Good Shepherd Church, who helped set
up and clean before and after the service; the merchants on Main Strest,
who provided goods and prayers; the press, who worked with utmost
consideration for all of us; the children and adults, who brought food,
flowers, and kind words. Through your goodness that day, we con-
firmed many friendships and even made new ones.

Empathy materialized asaphenomenal forcebefore our eyes. It brought
tolight that evenin our separate liveswe are joined through afundamen-
tal need to make our existence not for naught. Death does serve a pur-
pose: it causes us to stop and picture our lives for a moment so that we
can look at wherewe are and where we are headed.

Let the Empathetic Spirit continue and motivate us to perform more
great actsthrough life.

MarianneL au and MarcDiamond

TotheEditor:

In response to RIOC Board Chair Labate’s comment on the Public
Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) “not jelling,” | say this: You only
need to look down the table at the next RIOC board meeting to see why
“it's a complete mess.” If you want to know why a group is dysfunc-
tional, look at its leader. The only things not “jelling” are PSAC chair
Patrick Stewart’s agenda and the PSAC members' agenda. In fact, the
members of PSAC get along fine, and continue to work together rather
well on the Roosevelt Island Safety Committee (RISK) without Stewart.

Clearly, Stewart hashisown agenda. On February 23, nearly six months
after RIOC President Herb Berman created PSA C (asaresult of meeting
with RISK), Stewart told us Berman would meet with us (which iswhat
RISK wanted — adialog) only after we either “created a Mission State-
ment or an Operations Plan for PSD,” the Public Safety Department. We
had already completed | sland-wide surveys of residents, organizations,
merchants, tenant groups, etc., regarding PSD at the behest of Stewart.
Now this? | wasdumbfounded. |’ d followed Stewart’sdirection with the
surveys but this seemed to me to be designed to actually stall the dia-
logue process! Besides, what did we know about creating a mission
statement or an operations plan for a security organization? Stewart
actually e-mailed Matt Katz, Byron Gaspard, and myself an internet link
where we could “learn about writing a mission statement!” Are you
kiddingme? Isn’'tit RIOC'sor PSD’sresponsihility to handle thiswith
some degree of expertise? Surely, part of PSD Director JamesFry’ssal-
ary, or Mr. Berman’s six-figure-plus salary goes toward handling this
type of work. Thiswasabrilliant tactic by Stewart and/or Berman to keep
PSAC members busy, and | mean busy, for along time.

We had asked RIOC through Stewart repeatedly for acurrent mission
statement and operations plan, but never received anything. On March
11, | sent RIOC aFreedom of Information Law (FOIL) request for acopy
of PSD’s current operations plan, aswell asall incident datafor the last
six months (we didn’t ask for a mission statement because Stewart had
finally told usPSD didn’t have one). RIOC responded with aletter stat-
ing “RIOC was considering my FOIL request,” and “would notify meof a
decisionin 30 business days.” Today is May 18 — 69 days later. | have
yet to hear back from, or receive anything, from RIOC.

Soyou see, Ms. Labate, RIOC isuptoitsoldtricks, thistimewiththe
insidiousinvolvement of resident Patrick Stewart and hissleight of hand.
I’d be more interested in attending PSAC meetings if Patrick Stewart
wereto “recuse” himself (as he's proneto do) asthe Chair of PSAC and
let someone who is actually interested in progress replace him.

Damon L aScot

Security Director, Westview Task Force
RISK (Roosevelt Idland Safety Kommittee)
PSAC (Public Safety Advisory Committee)
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Werethere ever any doubt about
theimportance of the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd to the Roosevelt
Island community, a deeply mov-
ing memoria event last week re-
moved it onceand for al time.

By then, the Rose Window had
been cleaned, refurbished, and re-
turned to the peak at thelandmark’s
west end. Scaffolding had beenre-

island
observer

moved, the steeple had been
repointed, and all that was lacking
was a carillon, about which, more
later.

Hallie Geier had died after one of
those sudden and impossibly
tragic encounters with a moving
vehicle and, though her family left
Roosevelt Island for Sunnyside
some eight years ago, Roosevelt
Island is still home — among other
things, the place where Hallie and
her sister M.J. found and contin-
ued to exercisetheir acting muscle
at TheMain Street Theatre. It was
natural, then, that Hallie's spirit
should come here to be remem-
bered and celebrated, where it is
best known. Her parents, Ted and
Sofia, and M.J. and Josh chose the
Chapdl.

Just two and ahalf dayslater, by
the clock, there was not aplacere-
maining to sit or stand within the
walls of the sanctuary. For three
hours, her family, extended family,
classmates, mentors, and fellow
thespians spoke of her lovingly.
There were caring words for her
family, laughter at recounting of
young insights and humor... an oc-
casion worthy of her and worthy
of thislsland community.

There could be reason to hope
that when such occasions arise,
tragic or joyful, the process of
scheduling the Chapel could be
eased and streamlined. But it got
done, and that’swhat counts when
that’s what's needed.

Asfor the carillon, these are the
occasions when a consoling or
joyful noise should ring out from
thebell tower. It wasamost to be,
when a retired firefighter, an Is-
lander, arranged for an electronic
carillonto be donated. Almost, be-
cause the deal is off; almost, be-
causein characteristic let's-avoid-
a-decision fashion, the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation
could not simply accept the gener-
ous gift and resolve any problems
later. Instead, the matter had to be
studied and stalled to death.

Ah, for an elected democracy.
And decisive management.

But this is not intended as yet
another WIRE screed about self-
governance and professional |s-
land management, asimportant as
those mattersare. Itis, instead, in-
tended to mark and recognize the
place the Chapel hasin our lives.
Lest that suggest, however, that
there are no politics involved, we
must tip ahat to Assemblymember
Pete Grannis, whose efforts to se-
curethebuilding'sfuturehadtofind
ways around years of truculent
RIOC management to make sure
that funding woul d be accepted and
used. It isthanksto him that the
Chapel ismore viabletoday than it
had been for years.

Cadll it the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center (as separation of
church and state sometimes seems
to demand) or the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, the building hasa
central and defining roleinour lives
here—and for that we are grateful.

DL

Letters deadline for June 19

issue: Tuesday, June 15
After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.



On Tuesday, the Roosevelt Island Operating Cor-
poration debuted a new transit information hotline.

The hotline will give updates on any interruptions
that may occur in Tram, bridge, or Red Bus service.
Wewelcome every-
one to call 212-
Th e 308-6608 to try

this new service.
Themessage will
R I OC be updated by 10:00
every weekday
morning. Themes-
C()Ium N sage on Friday will
cover all weekend
changes. Morefre-

guent updates will be made if they are necessary.

This service came about at the request of severa
members of the community. We determined that it
was possible to have a line dedicated to this phone
and spent several days testing the system. It is now
up and running and we can’t wait for everyoneto useit!

| am getting continuous updates from the Trust for
Public Land about the input that they are receiving
from everyone regarding Southpoint. Asthey speak
to more and more peopl e, theleve of excitement rises.
| want to thank everyone to whom they have spoken
for their contributions. The Trust for Public Land says
that they have gathered alot of great information and
ideas from everyone they met. | share their enthusi-
asm and can’t wait to see the proposed plans that
they will put forth within the next (approximately) six
months.

Astheresearch continues, it is fascinating to learn
of al of the different plans that have been submitted
over the years for that space. It has one of the most
beautiful and commanding views in the entire City,
and | fully understand everyone'sdesireto make sure
that any plans “get it right.” | am confident that the
Trust for Public Land will be able to do that. | hope
that one summer in the not too distant future we can
all enjoy the results of their hard work.

For now, though, Southpoint still remains the best
placeto view thefireworksdisplay on July 4. Wewill
have more information shortly about ticket sales for
this great event. It is going to be my first July 4 on
Roosevelt Island and, from what everybody tells me,
itisaspectacular event. | look forward to seeing you
therel

Thanksto Doryneldey and Charlie DeFino, another
Roosevelt Island summer event is going to be here
soon. Roosevelt
Island Day is on
June 12 and, with
the assistance of
theMTA, RIOCwill
have MetroCard
holdersavailable at
the event. We en-
courage every-
body to get a
holder, buy a card,
and enjoy the in-
credible view from
theTram. Thetran-
sition to the
MetroCard has
made things easier
for many Island
residents, workers,
and visitors. | am
thrilled by the re-
sults, and will look
to make other improvementsin the future.

One small improvement that we are working on is
the renovation of the Public Safety office. Withinthe
next few weeks we hope to turn it into a much more
inviting and welcoming place. Please have a bit of
patience if it gets worse before it gets better. With
painting and floor work being done, things may be
dlightly out of place for afew days.

Enjoy the beautiful weather and the Memorial Day
holiday!

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

At press time, the Public Safety Blotter for May 16-31 had not yet been received.
Itis expected soon, and will be posted on Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/wire/2418/blot2418.html.

First, | want to thank all my neighbors and friends
who expressed condolences on the passing of my
wife’'smother. Marthawas 93 yearsold and her death
was expected, peaceful and merciful. Her lifewasfull
of nachus (proud pleasure/gratification) but her plea-
sureinlifewasover. Death cameasafriend. Sheand
| weregood friendsand | will miss her.

| wasin Denver for almost aweek and the clean air
wrecked my sinuses. Likemost New Yorkers, I'm sus-
piciousof breathing air | can’t see. Now that I’ m back,
I’ ve been racing to get back up to speed through sev-
eral hundred e-mails and voice mailsand | can report

the following to
you:

Th e IntheApril 17 is-
sue of The WIRE |
reported that the

RIRA Transportation

CO I umn would consider a
resolution to move
the start time of a

two-year renovation project on the Roosevelt Island/
36th Avenue Bridge from 2012 back four yearsto 2008.
That effort has run its course and | can report on the
aswritten. Thefull CB8 Board met here on Roosevelt
Island on May 19 and I’ ve learned that the vote was
32 in favor with no nays or abstentions. The resolu-
tion, which I’ ve reproduced below, will be sent to the
Department of Transportation and | hope will sway
DOT to move our construction start forward.

Committee of Com-
munity Board 8
results. The Transportation Committee voted unani-
mously on May 10 to accept my resol ution essentially

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation
(DOT) has been planning necessary repairs and
maintenance for the Roosevelt Island Bridge since
2000, and

WHEREAS, this work was postponed and signifi-
cantly revised as a consequence of 9/11/2001, and

WHEREAS, the DOT has completed a final plan
for the Roosevelt Island Bridge but has postponed
the start of this two-year project until 2012, and

WHEREAS, thiswork isurgently required to main-
tain the bridge,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Commu-
nity Board 8 urges the Department of Transportation
to revise the start of rehabilitation and painting to
begin no later than the year 2008 and not 2012.

In the last issue of this newspaper | mentioned the
possibility of a special screening for Roosevelt Is-
landers of thefilm Dark Water. I’ velearned that loca-
tion manager, Lauri Pitkus, has made good on her prom-
ise to request such a screening from the producers.
I’veincluded part of her letter here:

Dear Bill and Ashley:

Thanks very much to both of you for taking the time to drop
me a note. | am writing to you now so that | can say I’ ve truly
completed all location management aspects of Dark Water.

As you know, Roosevelt Island is unlike any other neigh-
borhood in New York. After working there over the past few
months I’ve met or spoken to at least one representative of
every Roosevelt Island agency, whether they front the inter-
ests of the residents, businesses, or State government.

Clearly, we had unprecedented cooperation from all in-
volved with the filming of Dark Water, even in the face of
frequent closures of Main Street and creating non-forecast
rain.

For this reason, | am writing to you on behalf of the many
persons who requested that we try to sponsor a screening of
Dark Water for the residents and employees who live and
work on the Island.

| explained to these folks that this rarely, if ever, happens in
my experience of filmmaking. But | feel strongly that | would
not be doing my job if | did not forward this request to you.
I will include names and contact information of key persons
who are pressing for
this to come true. |
think even if we were
to sponsor a screening
post-release date, it
would be a boon to
residents and future
filmmakers alike.

On behalf of myself,
the residents, and
other persons who
work on Roosevelt |s-
land, thanks for con-
sidering this request.

| wish you the best
of luck with post-pro-
duction, distribution
and release of Dark
Water, and | look for-
ward to seeing the fi-

nal product.

N,

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn. Dorvne lIslev in
e-mail: MatthewKatz@rcn.com Hou)s/i ng M an)gige-

ment and Brad Harlan at RIOC. | will add my two cents
with asimilar letter, pointing out that, while these or-
ganizations and several merchants were compensated
for their trouble, the residents themselves have re-
ceived no tangible thanks from the production com-
pany. Perhaps RIOC and RIHMC will write letters
along the same lines.

Just areminder: The Town Meetinginwhich RIRA
will ask you to ratify our new constitution takes place
on June 15 at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. The
reguired notifications have been met by reproducing
the new constitution and bylaws in the last issue of
The WIRE and there will be further signage on Main
Street kiosksin theweeks prior to the 15th. The Com-
mon Council can effect these changes without your
participation but we' d rather accomplish thistask with
theresounding endorsement of at least 100 RIRA mem-
bers. Ascitizensand neighbors | hope you will heed
thecall.

This letter was
cc’'d to me and to
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COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —

Voter Registration assistance near the Farmer’sMarket under theramp
at Motorgate, today, Sat., May 29 (and future Saturdays).

Blood Drive Sign-Up, today, Sat., May 29, 9:00-1:00,
at the Farmer’'sMarket.

Treesof Roosevet | dand exhibit, ending Tuesday,
Rivercross Main Street windows.

Arthur TressExhibition, through today (May 29),
11:00-6:00, Hunter-Fox Gallery, 35 Eat 67th ., 4thfloor,  TREE CITY USA.
Photographs of constructions made in 1984 at Charity Hospital (since
demolished) on Roosevelt Island.

—TheComing Week —

New York Junior TennisL eague SpringAfter-School Program, Mon-
day through Friday, 3:00-6:00 p.m., through end of school season, for
kids8to 18, with Peewee program for kids 5-7 on Wednesdays only. No
pre-registration or equipment required (wear sneakersand asmile).

ResidentsAssociation Common Council meeting, Wed., June 2, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Public access near beginning of
Session.

Thornton Wilder’s The Matchmaker, presented by The Main Street
Teen Theatre, Fri.-Sun, June4-7, 7:30 p.m., with amatinee Saturday at
2:00. (Seead, page6, for ticket information; photo, page 11.)

Blood Drive Sign-Up, Sat., June5, 9:00-1:00, at the Farmer’sMarket.

—Future Events—

Test openingsof the Roosevelt Island Bridge, Mon., June 7, between
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Traffic will be passed, during that time, though
with delays for three test openings.

Roosevelt Idand Tidal Energy (RITE) Project Review M eeting, Wed.,
June 9, 9:30 am., 4 River Road community room. Meeting to review
studies planned for spring/summer. Additional information: Jim Gibson
at 315-641-1624.

Blood Drive Sign-Up, Wed.-Sat., June9-12, onthe street at the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd, 3:00-8:00, Wed.-Fri.; 9:00-8:00, Sat. (see ad, pageb).

Roosevelt Isand Day, Sat., June 12, al day, Good Shepherd Plazaand
Island-wide.

General Slocum Memorial, aboat ride following the course of the
day-trip steamer 100 yearsago, Sat., June 12, departing from South Street
Seaport. (The General Slocum caught fire near Blackwell’slsland; 1,100
died in the City’sworst loss of life prior to 9/11/01.) Sponsored by the
Maritime Industry Museum; tickets $35 c/o the Roosevelt | sland Histori-
cal Society, 212-688-4836.

Roosevelt |dand ResidentsAssociation Town Mesting, Tue., June 15,
8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd, on ratification of its revised
constitution and by-laws.

Political Fundraiser for groups working to defeat President George
W. Bush, Wed., June 16, 7:00 p.m., at the home of Stu Davis and Pat
Poggi, 531 Main Street #912. Information: 212-935-9705.

Book Discussion —City of God by E.L . Doctorow, Thur., June 17, 6:30
p.m., Library. Free. Booksavailableat theLibrary.

TheMain Street WIRE —next issue Sat., June 19 (schedule change).
(Toreceivee-mail bulletinsin the meantime, send an“ Add Me” message
to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Deadlines: Advertisingin thepaper, Fri.,
June 11; decision on fliersfor The Bag, Mon., June 14; fliersdue Thur.,
Junel7. Futureissues: July 3 (Fourth of July issue), 31; Aug. 28; Sept.
11, 25; Oct. 16, 30 (pre-election issue); Nov. 6 (post-election issue), 20
(Thanksgiving issue); Dec. 4, 18 (two December holiday issues), then
twice a month starting in January, 2005. (Schedule subject to adjust-
ment.) Phone/fax for news, 212-826-9055/755-2540; urgent matters
917-617-0449. Phoneffax for display and classified advertising place-
ment and information, 212-751-8214/755-2540. To list your
organization’s Island event in this column, e-mail information to
ComingUp @MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
desk at 531 Main Street; provide atel ephone number for follow-up ques-
tions; there is no charge for such listings.

Goodbye Rio, the Child School/L egacy High School adaptation of The
Producers, Tue., June 22, 6:30 p.m., Middle School Gym, 566 Main Street.
$10 admission; no children under 18 admitted.

Toastmaster sAnnual Dinner, June28.

Senior Center

Monday Thursday
10-11, Latchhook Class 10:00, Tai Chi
10-11:30, English as2nd L ang. 10:30, CreativeArts
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen 12:30,Movie
12:30, “ Oldies’ Movies 7:00, Dance
1:00, Tai Chi Friday
7:00, DanceClass 6:00, Dance& Relax
(Beginners) 9:30, Yoga Sretch
Tuesday 1:00, Bridge
10:00, Computers 7:00, Games(RISA)
10-11, Dance & Rdax Saturday

1:00, Bingo 7:30, Bingo (RISA)
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games(RISA) i
Wednesday Special Events

June 7-10, Wildwood trip

Tue., June 15, 7:00, General
Meeting

Wed., June 16, Atlantic City trip

Wed., June 23, 11:00, Belmont
Racetrack trip

Fri., June 25, 12:30, Birthdays

8-9, Swimming/Water Aerobics
(Westview seniors only)

9:15, Say Well

10:00, Spanish Class

10:30, Shoppers' Bus

12:30, Sculpting

7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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Osevelt Island D

Veryone is invited/

Qv Saturday, June 12, 2004

Events will take place from [10am to 4pm.

It's a fun day for children and grown~-ups as well!

Flower planting — help beautify the island Rides — bungee bull, gyro/orbitron, pirate ship,
giant slide, whip ride, trackless train, water tag.

12
Characters — Dora, Elmo, Blues Clues, Mickey Pony rides Puppet shows — 1:%?& Dancing
3-30PM

Pop-corn, cotton candy, franks, hamburgers, sodas, etc.

MOTOWN CONCERT — 6:30PM
arlton ). Smith & Friends pay tribute to your favorites:

FOUR TOPS, TEMPTATIONS, SUPREMES
MARTHA & THE VANDELAS & JACKSON 5

Watch for upcoming flyers for more information.

Community awareness activities:

e Child First Program

e Child Safety Program

e Blood Drive from 9AM to 4PM

Sponsored by:
Roosevelt Island Youth Program
Roosevelt Island Housing Management

Contributors: RIOC, Rivercross, Manhattan Park, Disney Productions, RI Senior Center, RI Residents Association.

ATTORNEY on ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time | slander 3 r
Free Consultation for Roosevelt |sland Residents Fe }?drmeré‘ ﬂzrget

Evening and Weekend AppointmentsAvailable « HomeVisits the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

General PracticeLaw _ Sineg 1989

* Wills, Trusts & Estates < Real Estate/ Residential Closings
* Divorce & Family Law < Buy/ Sell Businesses, Closings

* Personal Injury Law Incorporations, Partnerships

e Criminal Law * Contracts/ Agreements/ Leases

Philip Groner, Esq.
67 Wall Street, Twenty-Second Floor
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

gister now for September 2004 W A ¥ EN@ ER@ F AK ‘J\ Vi

R,OOSC\/CLt 'SLaV\/d Watsontown, Pa.

DPa 5 NIA.YSCY& There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make
it the special place it is. From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of
Pennsylvania, we bring you the
freshest produce you can serve, to
make home all the more special.

Programs for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
Two mornings, five mornings,
five full da ys, and
full-day substidized Prekindergarten

Cowe visit! call (212) 59=-0750
or come to the Pay Nursery at 4 River Road
Accredited b5 NAEYC %afu/@/&, 72277[ o orJ/E»fJoz'anz't/;uJe\/e)}/tgaturtﬁzy.

(National Association for the Education of Young children)
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OIN US

- and become

—* A better SPEA
~ « A better THINKER
+ A better LISTENER

We are a few of Our Island Toastmasters,

an International Public Speaking Club

We meet the 2nd & 4th Monday of each month.
CALL Janet (212) 935-1254 / Doris (212) 751-9577

Please Come to Our

Monday, June 14 at 7:30 p.m. _a_t-Wes,ty"‘th

Authentic Thai Cuisine

A “STAR” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.
-Zagat survey

Superior Thai cooking

-Newsday

HEN

SINCE 1980

‘Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
We deliver to Roosevelt Island
www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street ¢ Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0843
Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

The Icla da Silva Foundation and
The New York Blood Center urge
all Roosevelt Island residents to
donate blood.

Close to 2,000 men, women and
children, including cancer,
transplant and surgery patients,
trauma victims, newborn babies
and many more in our community
need blood transfusions each day.

But you can make a difference.
Donating blood is definitely an act
of kindness and makes a
difference - it saves lives. Donate
now to increase our local blood
supply and close the gap.

DATE: June 12, 2004
TIME: 9:00am - 6:30pm
PLACE: R/ Senior Center
546 Main Street

- Slgn up today by contacting

THE ICLA DA SILVA FOUNDATION
Helping Children with Leukemia

Phone: (212) 593-1807 * E-mail: Info@icla.org
Sign up online: www.icla.org/signup

Co-Sponsored by: AHLNewYork Blood Center

Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA)
Roosevelt Island Senior Association (RISA)
Roosevelt Island Housin Management Corp. (RIHMC)
Roosevelt Island Youth Program (RIYP)
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presents

The MAIN STREET TEEN THEATRE

g\/ by Thornton Wilder

The hilarious farce upon which Hello Dolly! was based

fTA_FRA':GZ June 4-7 MAIN
ennirer n ] STREET
Paul Benson Fri. 7:30 pm THEATRE
Aaron Cohen Sat. 2:00 pm )
Matthew Davidowitz Sun. 7:30 pm gs DANCE
Emily Goodridge Mon. 7:30 pm ALLIANCE
Hanna Jamal .
David Kimball-Stanley Tickets $10
Marielena Logsdon
Anna Peysikova RESERVATIONS
Gil Valdes
Alison Walter 212_371_4449
Gil Zamfirescu The MST&DA is located behind the video store
MST&DA programs are funded, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

Merchants from page 1

Santana said the first step in securing fi-
nancial assistance is a proposal identifying
community needs, objectives, and funding
required. Santana urged the merchants at
the meeting to find the flexibility to reinvent
themselves.

A small business owner himself, Calderon
said he understands the merchant mentality.
“They’relike the last cowboys. They don’t
want to be told what to do,” he said.

Praising the Island’s natural resources,
many attending the meeting were eager to
offer suggestions: Outdoor cafes, a restau-
rant near the water, a photographic expo, or

even aregatta. Calderon said, “Play off the
river —don't just watch it go by.”

Santana stressed that all major decisions
should ultimately be made by residents and
merchants themselves. He encouraged the
Island’s Chamber to conduct surveys and
schedule additional meetings to get a better
understanding of what the different stake-
holders would like to see changed or im-
proved. Palermo agreed to do so.

Santana also urged the merchants to in-
volve legislators.

“If I can't make an impact on Roosevelt
Island,” concluded Santanain ajoking man-
ner, “then |1l leave office.”

Myron “Seckie’” Sevens

June 30, 1939—-May 11, 2004
Devoted dad to Joshua and Rebecca
Best friend and husband to wife, Ruthy

y fri en Seckie Sevens

by Mary Cavanaugh Lutts

| first met Steckiein 1981. We met, as so
many Roosevelt Island friendships begin,
because our children were peers. My first
and strongest impression was that he was a
deeply involved and loving father to both of
hischildrenand | liked himimmediately. Over
the years our sons' activities overlapped,
and | saw him at every soccer and Little
League game. He proudly watched his son
and teammates, and glowed when given the
opportunity to talk about his daughter. He
also supported all the Cub Scout endeav-
ors. Steckieloved sportsand watching chil-
dren play them. Though he never coached,
his support of the team could always be
counted upon in whatever manner was nec-
essary. This was in addition to his being
their biggest fan. | can still hear him cheer-
ing, “Go Strikers!” in his very distinctive
stylefor our traveling soccer team. Steckie
was never critical. Wherever hewas, hewas
there to enjoy.

By default, | ended up coaching a Little
League Team. | knew nothing about base-
ball and, until then, had been rather comfort-
ablewith that. But my ignorance was obvi-
ous. Parental attendance at the games was

difficult since they were in the afternoon,
but Steckie managed to get to nearly every
game. Hewas sympathetic to my plight and
when he arrived he always asked what help
| needed. Actually, he told me what help |
needed, and delivered it. Always wanting
our team towin, hedidn’t particularly seem
to want to see any team lose.

Steckie assisted another volunteer, thein-
imitable Sammy, selling hot dogs and sodas
at the soccer field. Thiswent on before his
son arrived, and after he left. Watching the
children and generally schmoozing seemed
to make him very happy.

Long after our children had outgrown Little
League, | would see him on aspringtime Sat-
urday watching other peoples’ children play-
ing baseball, happy as amortal could be.

His sense of humor, often self-deprecat-
ing, wasdelightful, and healwayshad asmile
and aquick laugh..

I, and many others, had a deep fondness
for Steckie. To us, his death wastotally un-
expected. All we can doishopethat, if we
go on to other games, we'll see him in the
bleachers. Our heartsgo out to Ruth, Joshua
and Rebecca. Weareall glad we knew him.

Be part of The Main Street WIRE’s
Great Fourth of July Business Card Issue

Include your business card
or your brief business-card-size message
in the

Special Fourth of July Issue

scheduled to be distributed to Fireworks visitors that date as well as the usual distribution to every Island apartment

Just $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)
Do it to advertise your service
Do it to advertise your business

Or do it just to support The WIRE

Send your business card (or message) and your check, payable to The WIRE, to:
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h. The word retired will be added, if you specify.
You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.
No business card? That's OK. Write a brief message, or just supply your name and other contact information, and we’'ll set it up for you.

Deadline:

Monday, June 21

Send it in now while you’re thinking about it,
and show your support for The WIRE

Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.
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On a Sad Tuesday Last Week, the Community Came Together,
Sharing Happy Memories of a Child Who Left Us Too Early

The hard, rude fact is that eleven-year-old Hallie Geier
died Saturday, May 15, after a traffic accident in Sunnyside,
Queens. But, because Hallie lived her first three years on
Roosevelt Island, and because of the nature of her family
and the heart of this community, there is far more to the
story.

Just sixty hours after her death, in a testimony to com-
munity networking and the reach of e-mail, the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd was full to overflowing with Islanders
and others embracing the Geier family, sharing their grief
at her passing and their joy in her life. Her classmates
spoke. Peter Yarrow came to sing Puff, the Magic Dragon.
Odetta led mourners in Kum By Ya. Her fellow players in
the recent Main Street Theatre production of You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown sang Happiness.

The WIRE asked Sofia and Ted Geier to share their
memories of their daughter with readers.

Although our pain is great, and we want nothing more
than to have her back, our daughter Hallie Geier was happy
every day of her life, and we believe she is happy now.

Hallie's first home was an apartment in Westview. The
hallway on our floor was her first playground, her playmates
were like siblings, and her adult neighbors were like surro-
gate parents. Hallie had surrogate family all over thelsland.
Roosevelt I and isacommunity of familiesthat nurture one
another’s children and these loving families are sustaining
us NOw.

Our fond memories, some of them eleven years old and
some with the paint still drying, include Lighthouse Park
picnics, community room birthday parties, Halloween pa-
rades, the baby swingsinthe park, thered castle playground,
walks along the river, and the joys of laundry.

Hallieloved to play by the big bell, getting muffinsand ice
cream from the bakery, going into the pizzeria (where her
father waited tables in college) for a slice of pizza (cheese
removed, of course), getting chips from the deli and the
stationery store, eating soup at Trellis, and watching Satur-
day morning movies at the Library. And most of al, she
loved her friends.

Hallie was proof of the value of quality day care, as her
experienceswith Carroll and Phil and Evaand Gaspar dem-
onstrate, and her times tumbling and creating art at I1sland
Kidswere among the best of many bestsin her life.

Hallieand her sister M.J. had wonderful times performing
at the Main Street Theatre. Hallie and M.J. appeared to-
gether in How to Eat Like A Child, Charlotte’s Web, Alpha
Girls, andin A Christmas Carol. But Hallietrod the boards
in productions where M.J. got to watch as well, including
Like Totally Grimm and Dancers on the Line. Some of us
were fortunate enough to enjoy her recent performance as
attitude-queen Sally Brown in You're a Good Man, Charlie
Brown. In December, sheperformed at M ST with her father’s
old band.

Hallie loved Roosevelt Island. We moved ten minutes
away to Sunnyside Gardenswhen shewasthree. She seemed
finewith that. Six months passed. Then one day she asked
casually, “When arewe going home?’ Of course, Roosevelt
Island remained apart of our homefor therest of her life, and
it was here we chose to return to begin the process of say-
ing goodbye aweek ago Tuesday. Speaking of casual ques-
tions and comments, there were many worth noting in her
years before kindergarten:

“Can you shave afrog?’

“If 1 don’'t see my lover boy when | get back to (nursery)
school, I’'m going to scream!”

“A doctor cannot help a blueberry.”

“What does a chin do?’

“1 know what awonder-brais. It'sabrathat wonders. It
wondersthingslike: Can an egg crack itself?’

Hallie planned to make the world a better place, and she
was aready beginning to take action beyond her perfor-
mances and her writing. She asked both of usto help her
find a place to volunteer. She gave money to sad people on
the street. And she was saving her leftover lunch money to
help children with AIDSin sub-Saharan Africa. Infact, she
has saved hundredsof dollars, and when her sister M.J. planned
tomarchinlast week’sAIDSWalk, she contributed $200.

Hallie's kindergarten notebook left a specific message
scrawled on the very first page: People be nice to each
other. Love, Hallie. We ask everyone who sees that mes-
sage to commit an additional act of kindness.

And, we ask those who wish to contribute to Hallie's vi-
sion of abetter world, which includes supporting organiza-
tions that work towards better health, environmental stew-
ardship, culture, peace, and respect, to contribute to The
Hallie Fund by visiting www.causeeffective.org.

We offer asample of her writing:

Super her oes

Superheros don’t have to be big guysin red capes or cute
little powerpuff girls. Superheros can be those people that
you see picking up trash, on your way to school. It can
even be somebody who helps replant forests. They can be
peoplewho help at animal shelters, or donate money or food
to homeless shelters. Or helping an old lady across the
street, or feeding afriend's pet while they’ re away. | know

Photo: Devon McCormick

that most kids (while growing up) want to bethekindinred
capes. But | want to be the kind of superhero that | just
described.

(9/13/03)

Untitled

| have awayswondered why horns beep with awful noises.
Beep, bonk, honnnk, Braaap, Bebeep! It islike Noise Pollu-
tion! Thebeeping horns, | know for afact are actually usu-
aly abig part of the reason why some peoplereally think of
New York as one big honnk! 1'm used to it, because I've
lived in New York my whole life, but when | travel and go
upstate I’ m amazed at how peaceful and quiet everythingis.
| alwayswonder why horns beep with such an angry sound.
| mean, why can’t they beep with a Beetles song, or words,
like"Excuseme, but | think you should go now” in amagni-
fied voice. It would be much much more peaceful than —
Beep, Bonk, Honnk, Braap, Bebeep.

(10/15/03)

Firefly Wonderings
| wonder what firefliesdo
Whenit'slight?

Cold, without shine,
Until comesthe night?
When they float in peopl€e’s faces,
Instead of being caught,
They are taught that in the day,
They are thought of —
Asordinary flies.
Ordinary
Nothings.
Dothey feel lonely,
Likel do,
When the day ends?
Do they miss us?
The friends who catch and let them free?
Il
miss,
them.
(10/30/03)

Family Recipe—poem
Add alittle sugar
Add alittle spice.
Add alittle sour,
Addalittlenice.
Just a drop of arguments,
But overflow with love,
Family istheresult,
Sent from above.
Thisismy family recipe,
it'sall about me,
and my family,
we're all bound together,
inonetree.

(11/23/03)

=~ AR

OneSuper Power
| have been thinking about a new idea. If humans could
have one super power, what would it be? | have finally
decided that it would be the power to see things from
another’sperspective. | think that if the arsonistsin Califor-
nia could see how frightened and upset their victims were,
they wouldn’t have doneit. The power wouldn't bethereif
all you had to see waswhy your microwave wasn’t working.
It would kick in when you got an F on your science report,
and are about to yell at your teacher, or you are going tokill
someone because you think they killed your father, and then
the power would kick in and you would see that your teacher
thought that you hadn’t been thorough, or that the person
hadn’t killed your father. You could bein awar and hear the
enemy’smind praying to makeit homesafe. Therewouldn’t
be as many wars.
(11/08/03)

M angoes

| am of amango spirit, my mother says. Shetellsmethat |
am sweet, and colorful. When | was being born, the food
that she craved was mango. | guess | fed on mangoes be-
fore | was born. My mom says that's why I'm “sweet.”
Mangoes are delicious, but | hate them mushy. Once |
thought of a great motto — Mangoes are like people, You
like them sweset, but you don't likethem mushy! (Side note —
my father likes them mushy. He says then they are swest,

but I know better.)
(11/14/03)

When | wasYounger ...
When | was younger,

My cradle,

Was the whole world.
When | was younger,
everyonetalked to me,

and | talked back,

but only in my mind.

| could see,

who | was,

And who | was going to be:
youl

because you took care of me.

When | was younger,
Themoonwasagiant ball,
just for us to bounce and one baby step
was a wonder
tome.
Now the moon is nothing
but acrater,
and a step, isone
of many.
but one thing is the same.
| want to be you, mother,
because you take care
of me.
(11/19/03)

Singing
(Thisrefersto arecent concert
at The Main Street Theater)

My stomach clenches as my sister sings the last bars of
her verse perfectly beautifully and soon it will be my turn.
We are singing with my dad’s old band for a sort of band
revival reunion. We sing back-up mostly, but in this song
we sing solos. Relax, | tell myself as my dad begins the
drumbeat that comes beforemy part. The musiciansstart up
once more. My stomach feelslikeit'son aroller coaster. |
look at the audience through the blinding lights of the stage.
| glance at my overly confident sister. She smilesand nods
at me, then kicksmy ankle. | try to smileback at her. | take
a deep breath and open my mouth...

(12/21/03)

Photo: Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
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Two Hours in the Life of Gerard Corrar
And The Roosevelt Island Tramway

Saturday, May 22 On an apparent lark, possibly fueled by beer, Gerard

Photo coverage by Website NYC10044 http://nyc10044.com Corrar climbed Tramway Tower #1 on the Island around
9:00 am. onthe22nd. Tramway employeesreported that
hewas carrying asix-pack of beer in one hand, using only
the other hand to climb the tower ladder.

When he dropped the beer part way up, it exploded on
impact, briefly suggesting awhite powder — nobody was
sure of the nature of his misadventure at that point.

When a Public Safety Officer (PSO) demanded that
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While rescuers gathered and worked out
their plan, Corrar orated into the wind (bel ow)
and occasionally spread his arms as though to
suggest he was about to try an experiment in
unassisted human flight.
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At about 10:20, Tramway
employees and rescue per-
sonnel took aslow Tramride
up to the tower (left), and
Corrar was persuaded to join
them for a trip back to terra
firma. That’'shim, inthephoto
(right), following an NYPD
officer down the ladder, with
another about to follow him.

Corrar was arrested and
charged with trespassing.

Corrar comedown, herefused, say-
ing something about “just a few
minutes’ (right), then climbed to a
higher level in the tower structure.

Meanwhile, ontheground, Tram
employeesand PSOsdiscussed the
situation and awaited the arrival of
NY PD and other rescue personnel
(Ieft).

Eventually, official action in-
volved (below) ahelicopter, over a
dozen vehicles, and three police
boats — the boats arrayed in the
northward direction of tidal current,
justin case Corrar jumped into the
river and needed to be picked up.
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OLYMPIC

LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

718-626-8000

718-728-3030

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

* Door-to-door service ¢
* Long distance and local calls ¢
* Service to all area airports °

When it really counts,
count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included
in these low airport fares:

JFK $27
LGA $12
Newark $55

@ Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport: 718-626-8000

Discount on all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Help The WIRE

Roosevelt Island Postcards Still Available

Here’s a way to help your community newspaper and acquire some stunning
postcards for quick notes to friends. This limited edition set of color postcards is
currently available only through The Main Street WIRE. (Proceeds benefit The
WIRE.)

Sold only in sets: $8 per set of 20 cards (10 of each), or
$7.50/set for 2 sets or more.

To order, complete form and mail with check or money order payable to The WIRE.
Send to:

The Main Street WIRE

531 Main Street #413

Roosevelt Island, NYC NY 10044.

(Orders, addressed to The WIRE, may also be dropped off at the doorstation at
Rivercross, 531 Main Street.)

Questions? Call (212) 826-9055, but sorry, no telephone or credit card orders.

No shipping charge on Roosevelt Island. For buildings with concierge or doorkeeper,

your order will be delivered or ready for pick-up within three days after we receive it. For
pick-up orders, provide a phone number with an answering machine and/or e-mail
address, and we’ll notify you when your order is ready for pick-up.

For off-Island shipping, add:
One set, $2; two sets, $3; free for three sets or more.

Howmanysets? 123456789 10

$8 for one set, $7.50 per set for two sets or more.
No shipping charge to Roosevelt Island addresses.

Check or money order enclosed: $

Name:
Address & apt:
City/ST/zip:

Phones-Day: ___ Evening/weekend:

E-mail address:

The Main Street WIRE

presents a limited edition of two Roosevelt Island postcards

Cards are
inrich color

on heavy stock,
4.25x6 inches



10 » The Main Street WIRE, Sat., May 29, 2004

~
S -
~ -
< \\ « Located Near Pelham Manor

« Non-Competitive Atmosphere

« All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators  »
« [Early Childhood Program led by Experienced .

Mount Tom Day School Staff

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

914-636-8130

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805
Web site: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOL.COM

MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP

Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
and Roosevelt Island's Families for Over 20 Years

Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute .

» Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
Music, Drama and Dance

» Tennis Instruction

QOrigami and Arts & Crafts

Skill Development in Team Sporis

+ Nature/Science Program

CAMP

American Camping Association

WY ACCREDITED
i[K) o

Classified

50¢/word « 212-751-8214

Deadline for June 19 issue: June 15

SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR - Island Kids is now expanding its activity. If
you are interested in becoming a counselor, please call Anna Palm at
212-371-1192. College students are welcome. We are also looking for Spanish
and Arts & Crafts instructors.

CHEAP SHOPPING — Rockbottom price e-commerce. www.fp.shopnmalls.com,
www.fp.ebizmalls.com. 800-645-6395, ext. 10460.

EARN BIG MONEY at home. 800-645-6395,
www.fp.cashmalls.com.

EXPERIENCED TUTOR available for SAT preparation and other exams. Call
for details: 917-741-4719.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal. Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident
Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING - $75. Used Steinway pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, toll-
free 866-505-3173. Formerly with Steinway & Sons.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. 212-223-4077.
NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington
Avenue, New York, NY. 212-754-9117.

AVON AGENTS WANTED - Start your business today. Call Carol —
800-206-0799.

SUBLET WANTED - Studio or one-bedroom apartment, unfurnished, long-
term —$1100 max. Call 646-299-2588.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park at night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE to 531 Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail
address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or credit
card orders. Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

MOVING? - Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you'd rather not
move. Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your
discards into dollars.

ext. 10460.

by Saul Nadel

SPORTSWIRE

Magjors (ages 11-13): Asof last Saturday, this has been an exciting and close season filled
with young, talented players. The win-loss records so far:

Green 53
Royal 43
Red 34
Navy 35

The Green team, with impressive pitching and consistent hitting, hasthe best record in
the league, going 5-3. Royal is a deep, talented team, but has been inconsistent and is a
young team. They areled by players such as Romance Barber, Adrian Gordon, and Javon
Perry. Their recordis4-3.

Red started 3-0, but have dropped four in arow.

The Navy team’s first two wins of the season were comebacks in the last inning. They
started the season 0-3, but then won threein arow. Now their record stands at 3-5. They
have been led by Anas Dorani and Samuel Johns. Johnswas recently injured and is out for
the season.

In Saturday’s game between Red and Green, Coach Abe Tordjman’s strategy paid off as
Green players got on base, whether by hits or on walks. Leadoff hitter Baba Kane did
exactly what the coach wanted by getting on base each time he stepped up to the plate. The
Green team had its big inning in the 2nd, when they scored five runs. Marquis Cromartie
drew awalk and then, two batters|ater, the baseswereloaded. Mikko McDonald hit atriple
to clear the bases. He also pitched 2 strong innings allowing no runs, to close out the game,
asthe Green beat the Red 8-5. Daniel Vithlani injured hiskneewhen hetried to steal second
base. Hewas unsuccessful and had to |eave the gamewith atwisted knee. For Red, Alfredo
Figueroadrilled atripleinto centerfield and Zachary Strein hit atwo-runtriple. Therewere

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.
We will make sure your pet is safe

Excellent references. Call us at
212-751-8214.

and happy in his or her own home.
Will also help with mail, plants, etc.

many defensive plays aswell.

As the season progresses and creeps closer to the playoffs, we should see a lot more

fantastic games.

Junior Tennis League

TheNew York Junior TennisLeague (NY JTL) isholding free after-school tennislessons
and sessions for kids 8 to 18, Monday through Friday from 3:00 to 6:00 at the Octagon
Courts. Peewee sessionsare held from 3:00 to 4:30 on Wednesdays. There’'s no equipment
requirement. Themotto: “Show up with sneakersand asmile.”

RIVAA from page 1

such examples, East Harlem and Long Iland
City, to name a few, were able to get the
wheels turning only after getting the coop-
eration of their communities’ social, economic
and political players.

The head of Roosevelt Island’s Chamber
of Commerce, Julie Palermo, agreesthat ac-
tion has to be taken. “It's not good at all,”
she said in aphoneinterview. “We need in-
vestors, loans, renovations. We need a lot
of help—from architects, retail experts, you
nameit.”

Palermo and other Chamber officialsheld
ameeting Thursday afternoon at the offices
of the Roosevelt I sland Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC), to bring together a variety of
government organizations specializingin de-
velopment issues. (Seestory, page 1.)

Palermo expressed aneed for Island orga-
nizations to move forward together in this
effort, affirming the Chamber’ saffinity onthis
issuewith RIVAA.

In the past, the local arts and RIOC have
been known to work together for thiskind of
goal. According to Selwyn Fund, former
head of Roosevelt Island’s now disbanded
Photographic Society, heand RIOC were able
to negotiate aproject yearsago in which the
Society’sphotographsweredisplayedinside
the windows of the vacant shops on Main
Street.

Fund is interested in reinstating that
method, popularly known as “phantom gal-
lery” —the idea being that the empty spaces
provide the opportunity for local artists to

exhibit their work while fostering economic
devel opment by focusing attention on avail-
ableretail space. Theoretically, the “galler-
ies’” move from place to place as the facili-
tiesare leased.

“WEe retrying to do acommunity service,”
said Fund, who wants to see vacant store-
fronts, where windows are currently draped
with ablack covering, brought tolife. A first-
time Island visitor from Queens, who gave
her nameonly as Silvia, noted that whilewal k-
ing down the street she was often unable to
distinguish the closed storefronts from the
open ones. “Nothing stuck out,” she said.

“When we first got the space for RIVAA
from RIOC we made apromiseto thecommu-
nity,” said Jacoby. This promise of commu-
nity enrichment, she went on to say, was, in
fact, written into the gallery’s by-laws.

RIVAA's by-laws include this language
under “Purposes.” It is anticipated that the
growth, expansion and recognition of
Roosevelt I1sland as an art center will help
to economically vitalize our community and
enhance the beauty of an already stunning
natural environment...we are a community
organized and dedicated to enhancing the
quality of lifein our community through art,
by initiating and sponsoring community
events, art shows, participation workshops
and beautification projects on the Island.

RIVAA iswelcoming help from non-mem-
bers. Fund asks that those wanting to at-
tend afuture meeting on the subject call him
at 212-980-8377.
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MINERVA CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday

-

Est. 1969

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning

Shirts Laundered

Expert European Tailoring

Suecle, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
and Storage Available

Draperies and All Household Items

Free Piclz-Up and Delivery

FREE BOX
s STORAGE

FOI‘ all your winter ClOtl’leS

Just pay the regu/ar cost to a’ry clean
an we will store your cloth ingin a
climate-controll ecfyenmronment until you
need them in the a

| 37-22 34™ Street * Long Island City * NY « 11101
TEL: (718) 729-4566 + FAX: 718-729-4344

Give Bush a One-Way
Ticket Back to
Crawford, Texas!

Come to a Fundraising & Informational Party
Presented by
The Roosevelt Island Committee
to Elect John Kerry

Ma{ghmakert MST

Wedwnesday, june 16, 700 p.m.
531 Main Street #9122
RSVP bg SuwdﬂH,Juwe 13

RO y s | . 1 "3 y
In rehearsal for The Matchmaker, coming up next weekend at the Main Street Teen Theatre: Stl/(. Davis - 212 235t9705 or
Disguised as women, Barnaby and Cornelius try to avoid discovery by their boss, Horace t ,
Vandergelder. Dolly Levi, Irene & Minnie Fay are conspirators in the escapade. From left StuDavisRooo@es.com
to r.ight: Gil yaldes, Jennifer Ahn, Hanna Jamal, David Kimball-Stanley, Aaron Cohen, b 2 @ 0
Emily Goodridge Guest speakers will tell you how you can

A Gift Subscription
For a Former Islander?

About subscriptions: The Main Street WIRE, which is
delivered free to every residential door on Roosevelt Island, does
not normally solicit off-Island subscriptions but, as a courtesy,
provides first-class mailing on day of publication. The costis $50/
year (for about 20-24 issues, published fortnightly September-May,
and less often June-August) to cover postage and materials. A
check payable to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address,
to The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, NYC10044. Note that much
of each issue appears, with many archived back issues, on
Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.

volunteer your time.
Financial contributions are most welcome.
Come with your checkbook
and give whatever yow are able.

If you can’t attend this party, please call or
e-mail for information on how you can
volunteer and/or make a financial
contribution!
sStay tuned for more Roosevelt Island
Kerry for President events

Contributions are not deductible for Federal Income Tax purposes.
| I I N U D N D D D I DN RO O O DN ONN DN N B BN N BN B BN B A |

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
SpecidistinAdult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare 212- House Calls

Empire Blue Cross
CIGl\NAﬁni%EInHIP 832' 2310 For the frail elderly

Oxford and the homebound

United Healthcare
Medicare

501 Main Street

Roosevelt ISand, N.Y. 10044

QUINN FUNERAL HOME

Thomas M. Quinn & Sons, Inc.

ASTORIA’S LANDMARK FUNERAL HOME

35-20 Broadway, LIC www.tmquinn.com 718-721-9200
“The Most Preferred Funeral Home in Queens” —Queens Tribune

TONY SIANO
Vice President

SEAN ANDERSON
Manager » Astoria Resident

Competitive Pricing — We Urge You to Compare — 100% Service Guarantee

Large Spacious Newly Renovated Facilities Off-Street Parking
Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkway Houston TX 77019 713-522-5141




12 « The Main Street WIRE, Sat., May 29, 2004

Come enjoy our
Three-Piece Band and a

1 5% discount

on your bill (beverages excluded)
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TULESDAY SATULDAY
& MUSSELS DELIGHT & STEAKFESTIVAL

» Cup of soup « Small Salad = Cup ol Soup = Salad

» Mussels with Linguine in a White Wine » Steak (each week a dilferent lresh cut)

or Marinara Sauce » Potatoes & Wegetables

» Glass of Wine or Tap Beer » Glass of Wine or Tap Beer
S11.95 $21.95
WEDNIESDAY SUNLAY
& CHICKEN GALORE & PASTA NIGHT
= Cup ol Soup = Salad = Cup of Soup = Small Salad
» Baked Rosemary Chicken Country Style * Choice ol Pasta (homemade not included)
» Potatoes & Vegetables with 2 meatballs or sausage
» Glass of Wing or Tap Beer » Glass of Wine or Tap Beer
$12.95 $10.95

THULRSDAY — Wine IxXtravasanza
Cheese & Sausage Plate with any bottle of wine
10% Off all bottles of wine or wine by the glass
70-bottle wine list with rare & hard-to-find Italian varietals
Cannot be combmed with any other offer

Hours: Sun-Thur, 11an-11ew; Fri-Sat., 11awmidnight
25-41 Broadway, Astoria

718.204.5002 - 718.204.5003 » Fax: 718.204.8724

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation ¢ Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

The Day

Roosevelt Island Day, that is... It’s
coming June 12. It’s a chance for all of us
to turn out and demonstrate our
involvement in our community. Trellis

urges you to get involved - enjoy the day
while putting some muscle where your
heart is - in the Roosevelt Island
community. Meanwhile, meet your
neighbors where the coffee’s great, and
the smiles are constant.
See you at Trellis.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street » Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Think Ahead for Your Child’s Camp
Physical — Schedule It Now

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday ¢ 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Roosevelt Island Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

] . Delta Dental in-network participant
Our philosophy: Our office offers adults parficip

and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,
Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Se habla espafiol!

Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street ¢ 212-752-8722
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Pike cfteaven

Pepains * Rentals * cfcceddotiied e
348 E 62 (between 1st & 2nd Avenues = A
M-F 10-7 « S-S 9-5 « MC/Visa

21 2 230 1 91 ?n?bilgeheaven@yahoo.com

any single purchase
100/ 0 Off of);cclegsofigs with this coupon

Give your apartment a life

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You Have
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