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Three Southpoint Park Plans
Are Set for Tuesday Meetings

Now in its 25th Year as Roosevelt Island’s Independent Community Newspaper

WIRE25
Marking a quarter century of service to Roosevelt Island

Roosevelt Island’s Independent Community Newspaper

Hesitant Green Light for Octagon Plan

Three possible futures for the Renwick Ruin appear in Southpoint plans
to be shown by the Trust for Public Land in meetings here Tuesday.

Public Safety Officers hand-
cuffed and detained a long-time
resident last week in an incident in-
volving photography for a letter he
was sending to The WIRE.

Ronald G. Musto, PhD, was
taken into custody Wednesday,
September 1, after he refused to
provide his name to Public Safety
Officers who appeared outside
Musto’s apartment building,
Westview, as he was taking photo-
graphs to illustrate the letter (page
2).

“I was taking photos of the air-
conditioning units on The Child
School building below my
Westview apartment.  When I fin-
ished, I also stopped just beneath
575 to take a shot of a peace ban-
ner in our apartment window in
595 Main Street.  I was accosted
by two young men, who ap-
proached and began interrogating
me.  I told them to mind their own
business, but did not ask for their
names.  One claimed to be the ‘su-
per’ for The Child School, and said
I was on his property; the other was
carrying an air-conditionng filter.”
One called him a “homo,” Musto
said; the other suggested he was a
“terrorist.”

“About five minutes later, two
officers from Public Safety – a Ser-
geant Wright and a female officer

The Main Street WIRE begins its
25th year of publication with a fi-
nancial boost, thanks to the late
Ruth Limmer, who remembered
the newspaper in her will with a
bequest of about $13,000.

Ruth Limmer was a writer and
teacher of writing.  For 20 years,
she served as a professor of English
and writing at Western College for
Women in Oxford, Ohio, then be-
came chair of the English Depart-
ment at Goucher College in
Towson, Maryland, in 1974.  At a
December, 2001, memorial event
on Roosevelt Island, over 50
people gathered – many of them
former students who had main-
tained contact with her over the
years.  Without exception, they
praised her as a devotee of excel-
lence in writing who worked tire-
lessly to instill in them her own dis-
ciplined attitude about the use of
language.

One of her former students at
Western College was Donna
Shalala, who later became U.S.
Secretary of Health and Human
Services.  Earlier, while serving as
Assistant Secretary for Policy Re-
search and Development at the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD),
Shalala invited Limmer to join her
in that office, then later made Ruth

by Dick Lutz
The RIOC Board gave a go-

ahead to the Octagon Apartments
project last week – sort of.

In three resolutions containing
exceptions and caveats, the Board
said no to the idea of underground
parking beneath the Octagon ten-
nis courts, but said OK to on-site
parking under the building.  It said

by Dick Lutz
The Trust for Public Land (TPL)

will present three possible plans for
Southpoint Park in meetings Tues-
day (September 14) at 2:00 and
7:30.  The concepts respond to a
wish-list developed by the organi-
zation in interviews with some
three dozen community leaders in
a process begun in April.

The three plans are shown on
pages 12 and 13; they are also
available on a website maintained
by the landscape architecture firm
that created the concepts, Mark K.
Morrison Associates (see web ad-

Limmer Bequest Kicks
Off The WIRE’s 25th Year

Katz:  No Run for Third
Term As RIRA President

Resident Gets Summons
After Shooting a Photo

her assistant when she became
President of Hunter College.

In retirement, Limmer continued
to work as an editor, specializing
in books by historians and English-
language scholars.  She edited the
first biography of Nikita
Khrushchev and wrote the fore-
word to a book by Bella Spewack,
among other projects.  She was
actively involved in the Lower East
Side Tenement Museum on Or-
chard Street, and edited the
museum’s newsletter, Tenement
Times.  In 1997, her Six Heritage

OK to a change from 500 to 511
apartments.  It permitted a change
in the lower-rent portion of the
building, changing it from a plan
for low-income residents to one
targeted at medium-income fami-
lies.

Perhaps most significantly, the
one-page resolution titled “Ap-
proval of Plan and Project and
Design Guidelines” suggests there
may be a wariness over the 2002
Open Spaces law specific to
Roosevelt Island.  This is the lan-

guage of the resolution, with em-
phasis added:

“The Plan and Project... are
hereby approved subject to the
following conditions:  (i) the pre-
mises to be leased shall not include
the park facilities or the tennis courts;
(ii) all project parking shall be con-
fined to the leased premises; and
(iii) prior to the effectiveness of any
lease for the project, RIOC shall
have received all of the required ap-
provals from the Comptroller and
Attorney General of the State of New
York and all required consents of
the legislature of the State of New
York to the project substantially as
approved by RIOC.”

In its Monday meeting, the
Board spent an hour in executive
session, then passed its resolutions
in three quick votes, with no ex-
planations offered.  (Two other

dress on page 12).
The Tuesday meetings are in-

tended not only to present the con-
cepts to the community, but also to
generate reaction that will guide
the project team in selecting ele-
ments for a preferred plan.  Charles
McKinney, project director for
TPL, notes in a late-August report,
“Simplification is likely.”

The plans provide performance
spaces, outdoor classrooms, art,
picnic areas, ferry and boat facili-
ties, and shoreline access to the
river.  They vary in their use of the
Renwick Ruin, a smallpox hospi-
tal built in the mid-19th Century,
and in other specific ways sug-
gested by their names: Wild Gar-
dens / Green Rooms tends toward
the natural, Visionary includes the
Louis Kahn design for an FDR
memorial, and Parc Ville, which
contains the most commercial ele-
ments, is envisioned as an exten-

sion of the Main Street community.
In a “vision” for the park based

on a survey of the site and com-
munity and advisory council input,
planners are charged to “Create a
dynamic park that resonates with
the spectacular Island site, its ruin
and landforms, as well as the
‘egalitarian and multi-cultural
promise of Roosevelt Island.’  En-
hance the shoreline, the wild and
natural landscape, and the ecology
of the site for communal enrich-
ment...  Use the architecture and
landforms to create performance
venues and environmental art that
will attract large numbers of visi-

Junior Tennis Wraps

The New York Junior Tennis League wrapped up its season two weeks
ago.  Kids got certificates and some won prizes.  (More on page 10.)

– arrived.  Without ascertaining the
situation or questioning the two
men, the sergeant asked me for ID.
I felt there was no cause for such a
request, and refused.  When I asked
the reason for the request, I was
told the police now have the right,
after 9/11, to stop anyone and ask
for ID.  I still refused, and was then
told that I would be ‘cuffed.’  I did
tell them that I live in Westview,
pointed to my window, and told
them I was photographing that, and

See Summons, page 17

See Limmer, page 22

See Katz, page 10

See Octagon, page 17

See Southpoint, page 20

Matthew Katz announced
Wednesday night that he will not
seek a third term as president of the
Residents Association in the No-
vember election.

In his column in this issue (page
3), Katz writes, “I’ve been a mem-
ber of the RIRA Common Council
for almost eight years, with two
terms as president.  It’s enough.  I
intend to take a sabbatical from the
Council, at least for the next two

years.  The last four years have
been fascinating, but I took the job
on as a seven-day-a-week propo-
sition, and that’s just what it has
been.”  He said essentially the same
thing to the Common Council in its
Wednesday night meeting.

Katz’s decision throws the RIRA
presidency open.  His First Vice
President, Steve Marcus, has not
indicated whether he will run for
the top office, nor have any other
candidates stepped forward.

Candlelight
Memorial Observance
Tonight at 7:00,
Good Shepherd Plaza

Vote Tuesday
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Letters
deadline

for Sept. 25 issue:
Tuesday, Sept. 21

After deadline, letters are still
considered on a space-available basis.

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to

the community, and to/from officials.  Publica-
tion on a Name Withheld basis will be consid-
ered, but the writer’s name, address, and phone
number must be provided for verification and
for our records; letters submitted anonymously
are not considered for publication.

Preferred form of submission:  E-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file created
using any common wordprocessing software,
but no MSWord files containing macros), or on
a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  Alter-
natives:  Typed copy left at 531 Main Street.
Clearly handwritten letters will be considered if
brief, but we are not able to take telephone dic-
tation of letters.  Letters are subject to accep-
tance and to possible editing for length and
clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 300
words; longer letters will be considered if their
content merits the required space.

To the Editor:
I note in the last issue of The

WIRE that RIOC has said it will
take 30 days to provide a list show-
ing the vehicles permitted to park
free on Main Street for unlimited
periods of time.  At first I thought
this response was a typical abuse
of public office, since it surely can-
not take 30 days to reach under the
counter and copy a sheet of paper.
Then it occurred to me that perhaps
the list is in constant use to train
our Public Safety officers and, as
such, may not be readily available.
An important part of the work of
our Public Safety officers is ignor-
ing certain vehicles parked on
Main Street.  In order to perform
that task efficiently, it must be nec-
essary to memorize the make,
model and license number of al-
most 100 vehicles.  This, no doubt,
is the cause of the frequent disap-
pearance of the officers for ex-
tended periods of time – they all
are in memory class.

Now that I know a list is in use I
have some questions about it.  First
and most important, how do I get
on the list?  Is there a formal pro-
cedure with applications and inter-
views?  If so, where do I obtain an
application and where will my in-
terview take place?

Is the list restricted to Roosevelt
Island residents?  If so, must I show
proof of residency?  Do I need two
pieces of identification, including
one with my photograph, or will
my interviewer accept my assertion
that I am indeed a resident?

Since there are many more ve-
hicles owned by Roosevelt Island
residents than there are spaces on
Main Street, there must be a for-
mula to assign each applicant his
or her proper place on the list.  Is
preference given to length of resi-
dency and, if so, where does my
move-in date of September 1976
place me on the list?

Also, will my 1936 Hudson
Terraplane receive a preferred slot
on the list on the basis of age and
infirmity?  And when my beloved,
if ancient, automobile finally is
sent to the recycling yard, can I sell
my place on the list to a person of
my choosing, or must it go to the
next person on the list?

It would seem from Geof Kerr’s
survey that having a handicapped
ID or a license plate with a wheel-
chair emblem automatically places
one on the list. My personal phy-
sician has indicated to my wife on
more than one occasion that I suf-
fer from a number of serious men-
tal deficiencies.  Do I apply to
RIOC for a handicap ID, or is this
handled through the Public Safety
office?

After having both knee joints
replaced in 1994, I now find after
prolonged sessions of prayer while
kneeling that I am mobile only with
the help of a sturdy assistant.  A
quick calculation shows that the
purchase of a wheelchair would
cost far less than a monthly park-
ing slot at Motorgate.  If I appear
for my interview in a wheel chair,
am I automatically entitled to a li-
cense plate showing my disability?

These are questions that many
Roosevelt Island residents must be
pondering and we would appreci-
ate a response from RIOC within
the usual 30-day waiting period.

Jim Baehler

Dr. Maari de Souza
Executive Director
The Child School
587 Main Street, NYC10044
Dear Dr. de Souza:

This is the third, and I regret first
public, letter that I address to you.
In two earlier certified letters we
informed you that ever since the
installation of the venting/air-con-
ditioning system on the roof of The
Child School buildings at 585 and
587 Main Street, we have been
subject to unacceptable levels of
noise pollution.  We have waited
over 120 days for a resolution of
this issue from you, but none has
been forthcoming.  I am also in-
formed by Mr. Neal Weissman of

575 Main Street that he notified
RIOC of this situation in August,
2003, and made a public request
for a resolution to this issue
through a letter published in The
WIRE September 6, 2003.  Perhaps
some further public airing of this
issue will elicit a more positive re-
sponse from you.

The systems on these buildings
go on at 7:00 every morning, turn
on and off irregularly, and create
not only constant industrial noise
but associated rattling and shaking
of unit doors and container struc-

Editor’s note:  This Island Ob-
server was written in 2002, but not
published in The WIRE at that time.
(It has been available on Website
NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.)  It
is published now because it re-
counts an incident similar to last
week’s in which a resident was
handcuffed by Public Safety after
taking photographs.

January 10, 2002
Sometimes, even in a commu-

nity as small and peaceful as
Roosevelt Island, it takes some ex-
traordinary measure to bring you
the news.

Forget the fact that RIOC often
demands a Freedom of Information
filing for information that should
have been public a year before.
Forget the fact that any informa-
tion at all, no matter how critical
to daily routine, is only grudgingly
shared.

Forget all that.  Want something
really hard?  Try taking a photo-
graph.

That’s right... a photograph.
Thursday morning, wanting a

fresh picture as an update to illus-
trate The WIRE’s January 12 report
on the Island’s extended Tramway
outage, I bicycled to the Island
Tram station, digital camera at the
ready, to get a picture of our
grounded cabin #2.

For the best angle, I stepped up
on the grass where the cabin is
parked, only to have Public Safety
Officer Anderson (badge #1572,
I’m told, though her first name is
unavailable) leap from her

Cushman Scout to tell me I could
not take pictures.  “I’m from The
WIRE,” I said, and though I con-
tinued speaking, she didn’t wait.
“You cannot take pictures any-
where on this Island without per-
mission!”  She was shouting – un-
necessary given the fact that she
was approaching fast and nearly
upon me by then.

I tried to say, ”I need this picture
for the paper going to press...“ but
never got out the word ”today“
before Anderson stiff-armed my
camera, bouncing it off my face
and glasses.  I think I yelled some-
thing worthy of an articulate
wordmeister, like, “Hey!” and as I
lowered the camera from my face,
I think it probably passed her chest
a little more closely than she would
have liked.  We were, by now,
ample belly to ample belly.

She swore.  I swore.  She radi-
oed for help.  I took my cell phone
out of my pocket to call RIOC
President Rob Ryan, or someone
else at RIOC who might provide
the PSO with better information
than she apparently was working
with.  (There is a RIOC rule that a
permit is required to take pictures
on the Island.  It’s intended to ex-
tract fees from movie companies
and fashion photographers, and
doesn’t apply to the press.)  Ryan
and his top staff were unavailable,
other than RIOC’s new Public In-
formation Officer, John Melia,
who seemed confused by my call
and the shouting he was hearing in
the not-so-background.

In no time at all, a trio of PSOs
had arrived to take me into custody.
My hands were cuffed behind my
back, and I was plopped, immobile
and wrists hurting, into the back of
their car.  It occurred to me that this
was rather harsh treatment for what
had transpired to that point, but of
course the assisting officers were
taking PSO Anderson’s vastly in-
flated word for what had happened
before their arrival.

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
To the Editor:

It is with sadness that I inform
you that someone broke into Island
Kids this last Thursday, Sept 2.  To
all of us at Island Kids, it’s hard to
imagine why someone would do
such a thing.  We are a non-profit
organization and our only purpose
is to have a place where kids can
come and have fun.  Whoever did
this was a thoughtless person
whose only intention was to dam-
age property.  They damaged one
of our inside doors so badly that a
major repair is now  necessary.
They also stole our only stereo,
which the teachers use to play
music for the kids.

We filed a police report, but we
still urge residents who live
around Island Kids to let us know
if they saw anything suspicious
that night.

Anna Palm
Island Kids Director

See Observer, page 22

See Letters, page 22

The Editorial Page

The Limmer Bequest
The Main Street WIRE loses a little money on virtually

every issue published, this one being a rare and quite agree-
able exception.  Like other enterprises trying to survive in this
Island microeconomy, this newspaper suffers from the pres-
sures of scale in a world that rewards mass.  The newspaper
has always needed an “angel” – someone or some business that
could afford to underwrite the equipment and continuing ex-
penses that regular publication demands.

For years, that angel was Dr. Jack Resnick. The WIRE was
born of his and his neighbors’ need for information – to know
those things one needs to know to be an intelligent citizen.  He
carried the newspaper, ignoring its dribs and drabs of finan-
cial loss, always hoping for break-even.

Times and lives change, and in 1996 ownership of the news-
paper passed into its present hands, its losses borne by a con-
sulting practice whose equip-
ment, space, and phones it
could use, and from which it
could cadge paper and supplies.  But lives and times continue
to change.  Retirement frees one to focus more purely on the
specifics of a journalistic enterprise, but it shifts more direct
expense to the publication, and losses are more keenly felt.

Ruth Limmer’s dying gift is thus a very welcome one.  The
company that prints The WIRE will be grateful for a clearing
of longstanding debt, as will others whose forbearance has been
the currency of continuity for the newspaper.

But Ruth’s gift is welcome for a far more important rea-
son.  She recognized the importance of a newspaper serving as
ferret and conduit.  She understood the value and power of
words used with deliberation, craft, and feeling.  She appreci-
ated the need, in a community like ours, for the binding force
of something we all have in common.

Ruth Limmer valued these things so much that, as she faced
the end of her life, she left a gift that will help The Main Street
WIRE to continue in the realms she knew and loved – words,
thoughts, and Roosevelt Island.

Vote Tuesday
There’s a primary election Tuesday.  Not sure how to vote?

There have been meetings on the Island in which both Nelson
Denis and José Serrano have sought support as challenger to
State Senator Olga Mendez.  It’s important to make a choice,
and to vote, so that the voting power of Roosevelt Island, in simple
numbers and proportion of turnout, is seen in the halls of power.

Denis shows an admirable independence and personal de-
termination.  Serrano has the backing of Assemblymember Pete
Grannis and Rep. Carolyn Maloney.  Both have spoken of the
need to fix Albany’s “three men in a room” troika of broken
State government.  One will challenge Mendez.  Show, by your
vote, that Roosevelt Island will speak loudly in November.

Halliestock
We commend to your attention an event called Halliestock,

which will take place September 18.  We’d have an advance
report, but space is tight in this WIRE, so we’ll simply direct
you to an ad on page 6.

DL
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The
RIRA
Column

– This Weekend –
Landscape and Beyond, opening party for new show at

Gallery RIVAA, Sat., Sept. 11, 6-9 p.m.  Hours:  Sat., Sun.,
11-5; Wed., Fri., 6-9.

9/11 Memorial Observation, Sat., Sept. 11, 7:00 p.m.,
at the memorial tree in Good Shepherd Plaza.  Candles,
contemplation, and song.

Emerging Artists Exhibition Opening at Socrates Sculp-
ture Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd. (left off the Roosevelt Island
Bridge), Sun., Sept. 12, 2:00-6:00 p.m.

– The Coming Week –
Montauk Credit Union hours Wednesdays 9:00-12:00

through September (closing September 30).
Primary Election Day, Tue., Sept. 14, 6:00 a.m.-9:00

p.m. at PS217.
Presentation of Southpoint Park Concept Designs by

the Trust for Public Land, Tue., Sept. 14, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
and 7:30-9:30 p.m. (attend either meeting), Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Public participation encouraged.

George Bernard Shaw’s Press Cuttings, performance
by the Shaw Project, Tue., Sept. 14, 7:00 p.m., Amphithe-
ater behind the pizza parlor on Main Street.  Free.

First Annual Halleistock, a celebration of kindness and
the life of the late Hallie Geier,
former Roosevelt Islander,
Sat., Sept. 18, noon-6:00
p.m., Sunnyside Gardens Park
(39th Avenue at 49th Street in
Queens).  Performances, art activities; $25/family or $10/
person.  (See ad, page 6).

Salsa Dance with music by Los Calientes, Sat., Sept. 18,
8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.  $20.  Tickets and information:
212-826-5646.  (See ad, page 7.)

– Future Events –
La Leche League for breastfeeding mothers, Tue., Sept.

21, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P.  Free.  (First meeting on
Roosevelt Island.)  For information:  212-832-1188.

Roosevelt Island Committee of Community Board 8
meets, Tue., Sept. 21, 7:30-9:00 p.m., Westview Commu-
nity Room.  Topics on agenda include police protection and
related issues.

The Main Street WIRE – next issue Sat., Sept. 25.  (To
receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an “Add Me”
message to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Sept. 17; decision on inserts for
The Bag, Tue., Sept. 21; inserts due Thur., Sept. 23.  Fu-
ture issues:  Oct. 16, 30 (pre-election issue); Nov. 6 (post-
election issue), Nov. 20 (Thanksgiving issue); Dec. 4, 18
(two December holiday issues).  In 2005:  Jan. 8, 22; Feb.
5, 19; Mar. 5, 19; Apr. 2, 18, 30; May 14; June 4, 18; July 2,
30; Aug. 27; Sept. 10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17.
Phone/fax for news, 212-826-9055/755-2540; urgent mat-
ters 917-617-0449.  Phone/fax for display and classified
advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214/
755-2540. To list your organization’s Island-related
event in this column, please e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The
WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone
number for follow-up questions; there is no charge for such
listings.

Icla da Silva Foundation Annual Fundraising Awards
Reception, Thur., Sept. 30, 6:00-9:00 p.m., Avalon Hotel,
16 East 32nd Street.  $50 ticket includes raffle entry for a
two round-trip tickets to any Continental Airlines destina-
tion in South America, and other prizes.  Additional infor-
mation at http://www.icla.info, or call 212-813-1515 for raffle
tickets.

Residents Association Common Council Meeting,
Wed., Oct. 6, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Senior Center
Monday

10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd

Language
10:30, Blood Pressure

Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class

(Beginners)
Tuesday

10:00, Computers
10-11, Dance & Relax
1:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
12:30, Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
1:00, Drawing with

Pastels
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
6:00, Dance & Relax
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Wed., Sept. 15, Atlantic

City trip.
Tue., Sept. 21, 7:00,

RISA General Meeting
Thur., Sept. 23, Health

Fair (morning; time to
be announced)

Tue., Oct. 26, Flu shots

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: MatthewKatz@rcn.com

The
RIOC
Column

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

September brings the start of a new school year and the
start of some much needed repair work on the Island.  As
you probably already noticed, work has begun on the ramp
leading to the Roosevelt Island bridge.  That work is being
performed partly by the developers of Southtown, Hudson
and Related.

Work will also begin soon on Main Street between
Gristede’s and the AVAC building.  We hope to start the
project within the next several weeks.  The work that will

be performed there will
be temporary until a per-
manent roadway design is
in place.

Work is also complete
on the Island’s soccer
fields.  The wet weather
and extensive use of
cleats on the fields last
season destroyed the sur-
face of the fields.  As a

result, they had to be closed for several months to recondi-
tion them and allow the new seeding to take hold.  The newly
refurbished fields reopened on September 1.  We ask that
everyone using the fields respects the fact that cleats are
not allowed and that care has to be taken when playing on
wet fields.

The other newly refurbished item is the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation phone system.  In early August, the
old system finally crashed, destroying the voice mail in the
process.  We replaced it as quickly as possible and listened
to resident requests when selecting a new one.  When the
phone is busy, callers can now go to an automated operator.
They will then have the option of holding for a live opera-
tor or proceeding through a voice system.

We are also continuing to work to find the best solution
for the elevators and escalator at Motorgate.  The first bids
that came back were not acceptable and the project is cur-
rently being rebid.  We had hoped that the repair work would
begin in late summer, but that time has been delayed to the
mid to late fall.  We are very frustrated by the length of this
project and appreciate your patience.

It is anticipated that within the next several years the new
plans for Southpoint will also be started.  The next step in
the process is about to begin.  The Trust for Public Land is
holding a public meeting on the three potential plans on
Tuesday, September 14.  The meetings will be from 2:00-
4:00 and from 7:30-9:30 in Good Shepherd.  We urge ev-
eryone to attend and voice their opinions.  The plans will be
posted in the window of Gallery RIVAA and can also be
viewed at http://www.markkmorrison.com/roosevelt/pdf/concepts.pdf.

Some other things remain the same as we enter the Fall
season.  The bridge remains operational.  We have had fur-
ther discussions with the Department of Transportation.  We
will continue to provide any updates from them as soon as

they are received.  At this
time there is no set date
when the 24-hour opera-
tion will cease.

As soon as we receive
updates of any kind re-
garding transportation or
Island events they are
posted on the kiosks,
given to building man-
agement, and added to
our web site.  Anybody
seeking information is
also invited to sign up for
e-mail updates or call the
RIOC information
hotline.  To sign up for the
e-mail updates, please
visit the RIOC web site at
www.rioc.com.  There is a
place to sign up for the
updates located on the
left-hand side of the home

page.  The phone number for the hotline is 212-308-6608.
As many of you are aware, the Board voted to extend the

time for the Octagon project pending certain governmental
approvals.  We also hope to have more information on this
by mid to late Fall.

I am also proud to report that, for the second straight year,
the mobile mammogram machine has come to Roosevelt
Island.  For the past several weeks we have posted signs on
the kiosks and given copies to building management an-
nouncing that the machine would be here on September 9.
If you were unable to utilize this valuable service this year,
I urge you to watch for it next September.  We are hoping to
make it an annual event.

I also want to take the opportunity to wish all the stu-
dents, teachers, and support personnel at PS/IS 217 and The
Child School a good school year.  I also want to remind
everyone that there are several Safe Havens for students
around the Island, including the RIOC offices.

Finally, I wish everyone celebrating the Jewish New Year
a healthy and a happy one.  I also wish everybody a great
Fall season!  I look forward to being able to report that all
of the repairs mentioned are well on their way to comple-
tion before the start of the next season!

The summer ended with a dull thud this past Labor Day
weekend as I labored to prepare for last Wednesday’s first
RIRA Common Council meeting of the fall season.  There’s
so much happening, I hardly know where to start.  Possibly,
the beginning would be best:

Good news first.  Our State Assemblymember, Pete
Grannis, again has found funds to support many Island or-

ganizations including
your Resident Associa-
tion.  RIRA will have
$1,200 to enhance its op-
erations, and the Senior
and Disabled Associa-
tions will each have
$6,000 for their pro-
grams.  Our Youth Pro-
gram has an extra
$12,000 for recreation,
education, and counseling

services, and PS/IS 217 will have $9,000 to spend on edu-
cational materials through their PTA.  Also our public li-
brary branch will share $15,000 with two other branch li-
braries.  Thanks, Pete – you always come through.

Excess noise shouldn’t be a problem on our sleepy little
Island, but it is.  I was jolted from sleep early last Saturday
morning when a Keyspan steam valve roared open and, es-
pecially if you live on the east channel in Eastwood, I bet
you were too.  When I called the new Keyspan II plant con-
trol room, I learned that they started to put a new unit on
line late Friday night with the resulting steam (and also a
minimal gas) release.  We have an agreement that opera-
tions like this, likely to produce loud venting, will be con-
ducted during weekdays only and not at night or on the
weekend.  I’m waiting for clarification from Keyspan’s
Community Development Director.

Have you noticed the continual clatter from low-flying
helicopters this summer?  Sure, we’ve seen an increase in
police and military flights, especially during the Republi-
can National Convention.  But commercial flights appear
to be flying on the River and over our Island with impunity.
In my discussions with the Helicopter Noise Coalition, the
east-side group that helped to remove the 60th Street Heli-
port, there seems to be some confusion as to whether alti-
tude regulations even exist, although I’ve seen regulations
that appear to require a minimum 1000 foot altitude over
City buildings.  I will follow up with the Manhattan Bor-
ough President’s Helicopter Task Force, meeting later this
month.  Stay tuned.

From the ethereal to the mundane: There is an area of
sidewalk near the Gristede’s front door and directly in front
of two stairwells into Motorgate that stink of urine and are
covered with pigeon droppings.  This is unpleasant any-

where on the Island but especially so in such close proxim-
ity to our major food vendor.  Gristede’s manager, Adrian
Ramirez, informs me that he has taken care of pigeons di-
rectly in front of his doors by installing anti-perching de-
vices and that workers in RIOC uniforms perform the main-
tenance of the sidewalks around his store.  In fact, Adrian
got a cleanup crew out to deal with the mess as soon as I
brought it to his attention.  RIOC President Herb Berman
informs me that this maintenance is the responsibility of
Motorgate and Gristede’s, not RIOC.  Adrian has dealt with
that part of the problem he sees as his concern.  Herb in-
forms me that he has implemented regular walk-throughs
with people from Manhattan Park (co-owners of Motorgate)
and I hope a solution can be found without delay.  This isn’t
rocket science; it just needs someone to take charge.  Herb?

On Tuesday I attended a Second Avenue Subway Task
Force meeting convened
by the Transportation
Committee of Commu-
nity Board 8.  The thrust
of the meeting was Phase
I, the portion of the new
subway to extend from
96th Street to 63rd Street,
including the connection
to our F train.  The tenta-
tive plan, pending full
funding of the necessary
$3.8 billion, is to begin
the 36-month project in
February, 2007.  The
MTA’s Ian Taylor, who is
the station design man-
ager, suggested that the
impact to our F-train ser-
vice would be mostly at
night and on weekends.
Questions were submitted

in writing, and my questions regarding the specifics of this
disruption were not addressed before the meeting adjourned.
We were promised written responses at a later time, which I
will share with you when they are received.  What struck
me at this well-attended meeting was the depth of opposi-
tion to the Second Avenue subway project in general.  Trans-
portation Committee co-chair Dan Quart stated that the Lex-
ington Avenue line is currently running at 140% of capac-
ity.  I think people mostly are concerned with the many years
of disruption in their lives on the Upper East Side and are
less concerned with the impact on subway congestion that
this project will effect.

Did you read Karen Stewart’s diatribe in the last WIRE?
See RIRA, page 10



ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

GENERAL PRACTICE LAW

PERSONAL INJURY
Automobile Accidents
Slip & Fall / All Injuries

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
Custody, Child Support, Visitation
Maintenance / Property Distribution
Agreements – Separation / Pre-Nuptial
Adoptions

CRIMINAL LAW
Felonies, Misdemeanors
Violations & DWI

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028  •  Cell 917-539-6415

WILLS, TRUSTS, ESTATES
Probate & Intestate Proceedings
Guardianships, Power of Attorney
Living Wills, Health Care Proxies

BUSINESS LAW
Buy / Sell Businesses; Litigation
Partnerships & Incorporations
Contracts, Agreements, Leases

REAL ESTATE
Residential Closings
Co-op, Condo, Home
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THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

Monday-Friday
11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch Special – $8.95
Pastas, Burgers, Specialty Wings

Dinner Specials
5 PM - 7 PM

Early-Bird Special – $11.95
Soup or salad, dinner, & coffee

Saturday-Sunday
Noon-4 PM

Special Brunch Menu – $14.95
All you can drink Mimosas,

Bloody Marys, or Champagne

Happy Hour Every Day, 4 - 8 PM
Drink Specials

$3 Domestic Drafts & Bottles
$4 Import Draft & Bottles

$4 Mixed Drinks

THE BLUE ROOM
1140 2nd Avenue at 60th Street

opposite the Tram station

212-688-4344

RISA, the Roosevelt Island
Senior Association,
joins the community

in marking the start of
The Main Street WIRE’s

25th year.
Keep those presses rolling.
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212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

l

9/11
It has been three years – and it has been a lifetime.

We cannot forget those we lost.
They were the first to be taken in a new kind of war they did not choose.

They left us, never meaning to, on a date that will forever be burned into our minds.
The heroes of that day honored us by their sacrifices.

We honor them today, with memories we cherish.
We honor them and the others who fell, with the promise that we will never forget.



6 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 11, 2004

by Judy Berdy
Roosevelt Islander Carole Kennedy is now a Peace Corps volunteer in Poltava,

Ukraine.  She’s working for an agency that teaches computer and management skills,
and helps women start their own businesses.  I recently spent a week with her.

Her new home is a lovely city of 300,000 people, in an agricultural region about 200
miles east of Kiev.  Coincidentally, a former inmate in the Blackwell’s Island Peniten-
tiary, Emma Goldman, visited Poltava in 1923.  In her book, My Disillusionment With
Russia, Goldman described Poltava as a famous “manufacturing centre of peasant handi-
crafts” including “beautiful linen, embroidery, laces, and basket work,” but she noted
that, under the Bolsheviks, those industries were virtually suspended.  Goldman quoted
a woman in charge of promoting the crafts as saying, “The peasants have lost their art
impulse, they have become brutalized and corrupted.”  (On-line, see marxists.org/refer-
ence/archive/goldman/works/1920s/disillusionment/ch20.htm.)

Carole was staying with a family when I visited.  There were four generations of
women:  daughter (age 20), mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother (in her 80’s).

Grandmother was constantly trying to feed Carole, who had never eaten so much
soup in her life.  The apartment, though not luxurious, was comfortable for the family

and Carole.  But Carole had not yet mastered the
hot-water heater.  Running hot water is not auto-
matic in Poltava apartments.  To shower, you must
think ahead, and turn on a temperamental gas ap-
pliance that looks fearsome.

That five-story apartment house, where Carole
was on the third floor, had no elevators.  She is
now lean and trim, thanks to lots of walking, and
jokes that she has no need for a gym.

Carole and I had a great time together exploring
Kiev and Poltava.  We were constantly amazed that
there is apparently a fear of fresh air.  No matter
how hot the weather, every window is closed in
stores, on buses, and in public buildings.  Luckily,
the hotel rooms are air-conditioned – a real treat.
Carole promises to report on the temperatures when
the notorious winter strikes and lasts for six long
months.

“The people here can’t get over that I come from
a little Island in the middle of the East River and
use a Tram for transportation,” Carol says.  She

notes that the Americans and Russians had an air base here during World War II, and
there is a very nice section of the small space museum devoted to our efforts in the
war.  “They have a big American Flag and other memorabilia beautifully displayed.  It
made me feel very good to see that our efforts have been remembered.”

Carole is living on her own, starting this month, in the same neighborhood where
she’s been a boarder.  She’s looking forward to the change.  She sends her regards to
all her Roosevelt Island friends and misses the neighborliness of the Island.  Her e-
mail address is carolek5312000@yahoo.com.

Carole Kennedy

Carole Kennedy, in Ukraine,
Teaching Women Business Skills

Enjoy live musical
performances by

BETTY

Jamie Guan

Jessica Harper

Kim & Reggie Harris

Ida

Nile Rodgers

…and many more!

And readings of 
Hallie’s work by

Joanne Camp • Sam Coppola

Barbara Feldon • Kit Flanagan

Ron Leibman • Victor Slezak 

NYC Schools Chancellor Joel Klein

Hon. Eric Gioia • Hon. Joe Conley

…and many more!

“People be nice to each other.  Love, Hallie”

invites you to

Treat your family to
a day of peace, love, music… and kindness

inspired by the life of Hallie Geier

Participate in art and writing activities that make a difference!
Meet nonprofits that welcome volunteers like you!

Sunnyside Gardens Park • 39th Avenue and 49th Street, Queens
Saturday, September 18, 2004 • Noon to 6:00PM

For info, directions and tickets, visit www.lovehallie.org

by Marlene Flom
If you asked four Islanders, “What did you

do this summer?” they would respond, “We
went to Bali, Indonesia to open an orphan-
age – Bali House – for Orphans Interna-
tional!”  Here is their story.

Jim Luce (founder and president), Marlene
Flom (trustee), Ethel Romm (advisory
board), and Nurit
Marcus (child spon-
sor) were the four
happy travelers.  Jim
urged each of us to
take an extra suitcase
filled with toys,
books, and clothes
for the children.  He
gave us red bandan-
nas to put on the suit-
cases and we looked
like a troupe of trav-
eling gypsies.  We
arrived at JFK for the 24-hour trip, stopping
in Vancouver and Hong Kong; we lost a day.
There is a 12-hour difference between Indo-
nesia and Roosevelt Island!

We were met by Dani Sirait, the founder
of Bali House, when we landed in Denpasar,
Bali’s capital.  You may remember that Dani
lived on Roosevelt Island for the last two

years.  He gave up
his journalistic career
for a year to dedicate
himself to Bali
House and see to its
smooth daily opera-
tion.

Dani and Jim
worked through Or-
phans International
(OI) America for two
years to build the
foundation which
would one day hold

Bali House.  The opening gala was spectacu-
lar, with 140 in attendance, including civil

and religious leaders as well as performers,
visiting orphans, and an international del-
egation.  Dani went on to coordinate our suc-
cessful first World Congress in a sun-
drenched hotel near the orphanage, in Sanur,
where Marlene spoke about houseparenting
and Ethel spoke about financial advice, re-
spectively.

Jim and Dani stayed at the orphanage
while Marlene and Nurit stayed at a lovely
cottage hotel in Ubud, an artistic colony one
hour from Denpasar.  Ethel stayed with an
artist friend of Dani’s.  There is a gentle spirit
in Ubud, coupled with greenery and flow-
ers.  One-lane roads become two lanes of
hair-raising driving – but there is no road
rage, only patience.  The population of Bali
is 95% Hindu, and the living is mellow.  The
weather was a perfect 80 degrees with pock-
ets of humidity.  The Farmer’s Market on
Roosevelt Island would want to buy the
fruits and vegetables
here.  Outstanding!

Getting back to
the opening: people
gathered inside the
front gate as Ba-
linese dancers per-
formed a welcome
dance and Jim and
the Hindu president
of OI Bali cut a red
ribbon, bringing the
crowd through Bali
House for a tour.  Dani served as co-master
of ceremony.  Jim gave the keynote address,
which was simultaneously translated into In-
donesian, although he opened with the
Hindu greeting “Om swasti astu” and ended
with “Om shanti shanti shanti” (a wish for
peace individually, collectively and univer-
sally).  Jim credits the training he has re-
ceived through the Roosevelt Island Toast-
masters for his ability to speak to audiences.

Children of both Hindu and Christian or-
phanages nearby performed and played

When the Saints Come Marching In.  After
a wonderful catered lunch with a cool green
melon drink, chicken
sate, and more, we
all sang We Are the
World.  And then we
danced around the
courtyard in joy for
the birth of Bali
House.

There was a sur-
prise birthday cake
for Jim, whose birth-
day it was – his 45th!
Dani presented Jim
with a tremendous
oil painting, done by a collective of Indone-
sian painters, of what the orphanage campus
would be like in five years with more houses,
a library, and a computer lab.  Elaborate!

Bali House is a beautiful six-bedroom
dwelling with four bedrooms for children,
one for two staff members, and a spacious
guest bedroom.  Three other rooms serve as
teaching and play areas.  There is a full-time
cook.  This is no Oliver Twist story:  the chil-
dren live only two to a room and can have sec-
ond portions of any food they want.  When
you enter Bali House
you feel serene and
happy – as though the
house is blessed by
good spirits who are
watching over the
children.

And speaking of
the children – we
have eight beds in
Bali House, and five
are currently filled.
The children include
Fauzan (7 years old),
Andre (11), Robert
(10), Elsi (8), and
Rizky (8).  Two of
the children are

How’s This for a Unique Summer Vacation:  1.) Pack.  2.) Fly thru
12 Time Zones.  3.) Unpack in Bali.  4.) Open an Orphanage.

Catholic:  Robert, a refugee from East Timor,
and Elsi, from the neighboring island of
Negara.  Three of the children, all from Bali,
are Muslim:  Fauzan, Andre and Rizky.
Fauzan is a first for OI Worldwide as he is
defined as a “pre-orphan” – his mother can
no longer care for
him, and is expected
to die shortly.  The
children are bright
and get along well
together.

Our thanks go out
to Dani Sirait for his
excellent handling of
so many details to
accomplish the
opening of Bali
House.  He also
made our stay as
comfortable and varied as possible.  We miss
Dani, but he is needed in Denpasar to over-
see the smooth functioning of Bali House.

Back to reality in New York.  OI has plenty
of work to do – contacts to make and funds
to raise.  Interested?  See our website at
www.internationalorphans.org or e-mail Jim at
JimLuce@aol.com.

Robert

Fauzan

Andre

Elsi

Rizky



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 11, 2004 • 7

SALSA DANCE
DOVE ENTERTAINMENT

presents

SALSA DANCE

Saturday, September 18, 8:00-1:00
Manhattan Park Theater Club, 8 River Road

Music by
Los Calientes 9-Piece Salsa Band

and D.J. Mike
Food & Refreshment Available

Tickets:  $20, in advance
Tickets and Info: 212-826-5646

Mam
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ROOSEVELT NAILS
• Strong Extensions
• Manicure
• Pedicure
• Waxing
• Body & Back Massage
• Facial – SKIN CARE – Vaporizer
• Man’s Manicure, Pedicure &

Facials Available
Mon.-Sat.
10AM-8PM
(or by appointment) 212-759-2014 570 Main Street

ROOSEVELT NAILS
congratulates

The Main Street WIRE
on the start of its silver anniversary year

Thank you for your service
to the residents and businesses

of the Roosevelt Island community

CONGRATULATIONS TO
The WIRE

FOR
HELPING US RECORD THE
FUTURE ISLAND HISTORY

FOR 25 YEARS!

THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Judith Berdy, President

• Mailbox & Postal Services
• Color Copies
• Packaging & Moving Supplies
• Shipping World Wide

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)
Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:00, Sat. 11-6

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)
Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 9-7:30, Sat. 10-5

Formerly known as
MAILBOXES ETC.

APPLIANCE SERVICE
We service all major brands
Refrigerators  •  Dishwashers

Stoves  •  Air conditioners
– Fully insured –

Professional Appliance
212-369-6100

24 Hrs • Cell phone 917-337-2971
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Rivercross Tenants’ Corporation
congratulates

The Main Street WIRE,
editor Dick Lutz, and former editors

Jim Bowser and Jack Resnick,
and all the volunteers who make the newspaper possible,

on the newspaper’s silver anniversary year.

The WIRE provides a much-needed community service by providing
timely information and giving Island residents a voice.

We join with the rest of our Roosevelt Island neighbors in wishing it
success as we head into an exciting future together.

M&D DELI
We deliver • 212-838-3964 • 579 Main Street

Congratulations
to The WIRE –
25th Year!
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The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

It’s APPLE Season, and we have them in abundance –
all your favorite varieties – along with

all the other abundance of Pennsylvania’s harvest season.
At our Saturday morning market, you’ll find the freshest

vegetables, cheeses, meats, jellies, butter, fresh corn, potatoes,
and all the other good foods that make your home-cooked meals

a delight.  Look for our fruits – not just those tasty apples,
but oranges, grapefruit, bananas, melons, strawberries,

and the occasional special surprise, as well.

Come say Hello Saturday mornings
under the ramp at Motograte
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Bullet
I know how to bite the bullet
but I have no taste for it.

I can hunker down with the best
but am tired of the cramped wings.

I sometimes mayhap soar
to lofty heights of song,
also love clear linear airs
when I attain them.

Sing my alfresco flavored bouquets
to wild friends and tender lovers.

Stern Publishes Poetry Collection

Islander Sharon Stern has pub-
lished a 120-page volume of her
short poetry.  It’s $10, and avail-
able directly from her.  Call
212-758-1274.

A sample:

Islanders Join Massive Protest March During GOP Convention

The New York Junior Tennis League (NYJTL) wrapped up its sum-
mer activities on August 28 with awards and a trip to Kids Day at the
U.S. Open.  Pictured on page 1 are all the award winners, including:
Damian Skiba and Kerrone White, ranked first and second on the
League’s competitive ladder, as well as joint recipients of the League’s
Most Valuable Player award; Omar
White and Alex Schrum, top
Sportsmanship award winners;
Moctar Toure, Best Attendance;
Lauren Abdul.  Most Dedicated; Alim Greaves, Most Improved; and
Djavan Guy, Most Helpful.  The following participants earned distinc-
tions in the League’s Summer Reading Program:  Gold Readers, Robert
Gallagher and Sean Doyle; Silver Readers, Kaitlin Abdul, Colleen Doyle,
and Lauren Abdul.

Also pictured are the supplemental-award winners, as well as Mike Kolba,
President of the Roosevelt Island Tennis Association, who was on hand to
congratulate the children on their efforts, and the staff of the League:  Daniel
Cherif, Alex Kornhuber, Hasan Wazani and Joyce Mincheff.

NYJTL will resume tennis activities for ages 7-18 at the Roosevelt
Island Racket Club, on Saturday, November 6, 6-8 a.m.

NYJTL Wraps Season

Primary Election Tuesday

José Serrano (left) and Nelson Denis are contending in the Democratic
primary, each seeking to challenge State Senator Olga Mendez for her
seat.  Mendez switched parties to become a Republican, making a
vigorous Democratic challenge likely.  Both Serrano and Denis, pictured
in appearances on the Island, have decried Albany’s “three men in a
room” government.

I truly wish she would apply her
talents to working on behalf of the
community rather than belaboring
this constitution and bylaws ques-
tion.  To clear the air of misinfor-
mation, I would assert that the con-
stitution and bylaws, debated now
these many months, is not “my vi-
sion” but has had the input of a
committee as well as the full Com-
mon Council, including the con-
stant participation of Karen
Stewart herself.  Her problem is
that she violently opposes any
change in any facet of RIRA ac-
tivity and has made it clear that she
will not accept compromise or con-
sensus.  Given the deficiencies of
the current constitution, she has the
tools to tie up the process almost
indefinitely.  Karen states, “Almost
one quarter of the Council does not
have e-mail.”  No, three Members
don’t have e-mail and receive of-
ficial notices by other means.  The
e-mail debate this summer was in
lieu of face-to-face constitution
committee meetings (committees
traditionally don’t meet during the
summer except to plan summer
programs) and the three computer-
less Council members were not
members of this committee.

Prior to my election, RIRA was
becoming invisible on Roosevelt
Island because it had no public
face.  In the last four years, we’ve
created and produced programs
that have given RIRA a reason to
sustain your attention: blood
drives, Roosevelt Island Day
breakfasts, parties, dances, movie
screenings, auctions, sock hops,
lobbying trips to Albany, insurance
fairs, the 9/11 memorials, and all
the rest.  Karen and Patrick Stewart
have participated in none of these
while maintaining their seats on the
Common Council by virtue of
membership in other organizations.
The most critical asset of RIRA is
that you elect your representatives,
Island-wide and by building dis-
trict, thus giving us the right to
claim that we speak with the voice
of the Roosevelt Island commu-
nity.  The Stewarts, however, have
been elected to nothing since 1998,
and opted not to run, not even from
Island House, in 2002.  And now,
Karen has proposed eliminating
any mention of the Roosevelt Is-
land Council of Organizations
(RICO) from the revised constitu-
tion even though she has voted a
Council seat for the last four years
only by virtue of her membership
in this moribund group.  Yes, the
constitution allows her to do so.
However, RICO doesn’t speak for
Island organizations (or anyone
else) and hasn’t done so for a de-
cade or more.  One might expect
personal integrity to trump the an-

tiquated rules of an outdated con-
stitution, with Mrs. Stewart taking
a seat only when elected to the
post.  However, Karen took the
ethically challenged route and has
voted her Council seat represent-
ing no one but herself.

Karen’s screed urges you to pay
attention to what happens at Coun-
cil meetings, and so do I; not just
on constitutional questions, but
also on the real business of the
RIRA Common Council, which is
making a difference.  Sure, a for-
ward-looking, viable set of rules
makes our jobs easier.  But you
need to pay attention this fall to the
candidates for Island-wide office
and from your buildings.  What
have they done and what do they
promise to do?  We should be
judged by the quality of the work
we’ve produced and the difference
in the quality of life that our work
has accomplished.  The RIRA elec-
tions will take place at PS/IS 217
on Election Day, November 2.  As
RIRA members, the minimal par-
ticipation expected of you is an
educated, considered vote.

Far better would be your deci-
sion to take part in the RIRA Com-
mon Council by running for office
yourself.  Life on Roosevelt Island
is, in many ways, more demand-
ing than in other parts of the City
where life is more anonymous.
Our status as a planned community,
owned by the City and operated by
the State without community par-
ticipation in our governance or
decision-making, has made it so.
Nevertheless, we choose to live
here (are proud to live here!) de-
spite the problems of transportation
and inadequate shopping, restau-
rants, and entertainment options.
What makes life tolerable here is
the participation of the community
in the life of the Island, individu-
ally and through our many organi-
zations.  And RIRA gives you more

opportunity to impact our issues
than any other forum available to
us.  We reconstituted the Elections
and Nomination Committees at our
September 8 meeting, and I would
welcome your calls to discuss the
duties involved in Common Coun-
cil membership.  Make a differ-
ence!

And finally:  I’ve been a mem-
ber of the RIRA Common Council
for almost eight years with two
terms as president.  It’s enough.  I
intend to take a sabbatical from the
Council, at least for the next two
years.  The last four years have
been fascinating but I took the job
on as a seven-day-a-week propo-
sition, and that’s just what it has
been.  I don’t begrudge the time
I’ve put in, but I used to be a well-
rounded fellow.  Now, my conver-
sation is so exclusively Roosevelt
Island-oriented that my friends and
family cringe when they see me
coming.  I’m tired, and I just need
to un-focus and smell the flowers
again.  I’ve been proud of my ser-
vice; especially when I’ve been
useful.  I’ve enjoyed participating
in the programs we’ve imagined
and produced, serving drinks or
even simply cleaning up after-
wards.  I’ve especially enjoyed
chatting with you on Main Street
about Island issues and working to
deal with specific problems.  Writ-
ing this column has been an unex-
pected joy; I thought I would dry
up after two issues!  To whomever
my successor is:  If you don’t use
this space to share information with
the community and to vent your
opinions, you are cutting off your
nose to spite your face.  How many
elected representatives have the
use of a “bully pulpit” every two
weeks?  So don’t be stupid, write!

I intend to use my remaining
columns to comment on the elec-
tions and yes, to campaign for folks
I think will do a good job.  The U.S.
presidential elections are critical
this year and I hope that the inter-
est in them will result in a good
turnout for RIRA as well.  Our poli-
ticians count voter turnout,
y’know, and RIRA’s status with
them increases with the percentage
of qualified Island voters who pull
the levers.

One last thing:  On Tuesday, Sep-
tember 14, you will have the op-
portunity to help create Southpoint
Park.  The Trust for Public Land
will convene a Town Meeting at
the Chapel from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
and again from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30
p.m.  This is important to the fu-
ture of the Island and you should
make it your business to partici-
pate.  And while you’re there, take
note of how many Council Mem-
bers have made this Town Meet-
ing a priority and note who they
are.  That’s one way to know whom
to vote for!

RIRA from page 3

Preparing for November’s elec-
tion, the Council chose chairs for
its Nominations Committee and
Election Committee,  Mark Chip-
man and George Reither.  Chip-
man’s committee will seek nomi-
nees for the 30-some Council seats;
Reither’s will run the election.  All
Island residents over 18 are eligible
to vote in the RIRA election, re-
gardless of national citizenship.

In other action, the Council
voted 15-4 to send a revised con-
stitution for the organization to a
Town Meeting scheduled for Tues-
day, October 12, with an earlier

informational session to be sched-
uled.  The action was taken over
the objection of Karen Stewart,
who maintained that the full revi-
sion had not been presented to the
Council, in writing, at a previous
meeting.  Frank Farance, serving
as parliamentarian, advised that a
written version was not required;
Katz then ruled that the Council
had ample opportunity to consider
the general intent of the proposed
revisions at the prior meeting, and
to study the printed version subse-
quently distributed, and the vote
was taken.

Katz from page 1

Photos:  B
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Between-issues bulletins...  Send “AddMe”
to editor@Main Street WIRE.com
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Congratulations
and the best

for the next 25 years

Former Roosevelt Islanders
Margery Rubin, Photographer

Dr. George Rubin

25th Year

Th ank you to
The Main Street WIRE
for your invaluable service
to the community

From all of us at
The Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance

The Roosevelt Island Youth Program
honors

the memory
of those lost 9/11/01

and
offers its sympathy anew

to the loved ones left behind
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The Trust for Public Land Will Present These Three 

Louis Kahn’s
FDR Memorial

The Mount

Waterfront Art Esplanade

Entrance

Gatehouse
Comfort station
Art opportunityWaterfront Plaza

Amphitheater seating
Habitat Enrichment Zone
Native planting at water’s edge
Shoreline access
Observation opportunities

Seating nodes
Sculpture
Environmental art

Woodland overlook
Outdoor classroom
Environmental art

Boat Pier
Boat launch ramp
Fishing

Open Lawn
Fairgrounds
Informal play opportunities
Picnic grove

Stabilized Ruin /
Visionary New Building

Art gallery
Multi-level restaurant
Outdoor dining
Conference / Retreat center
Comfort station
Gift shop

Visionary Landscapes
Contemporary landscapes integrated with a dynamic art gallery,
conference and dining facilities inside the Smallpox ruin, Louis
Kahn’s FDR Memorial, and a woodland mount where walkways
are intertwined with a series of artistic features.  This concept
focuses on the creation of a visionary new public park.
Estimated cost:  $49 million.

Wild Gardens / Green Rooms
A picturesque park comprised of a series of themed landscaped
“green rooms,” providing the visitor with a diversity of educational,
cultural, restorative, and recreational activities.  This concept
includes rustic stone architecture, a cafe space within the
stabilized ruin, performance and ice skating adjacent to the ruin,
specialized winter-interest landscapes, and a performance space
seating 7,000.  Estimated cost:  $33 million.

Large Performance Space
Plaza with pavilion
Open sloped lawn
Capacity 7,000

Habita
Enrich
Zone
Shoreline

Stabilized Ruin /
Smaller Interior Building
Cafe / outdoor dining
Comfort station
Skating rental
Interior ruin gardens
Outdoor event space

These pages are adapted from materials available on the Internet at
http://www.markkmorrison.com/roosevelt/concepts/concepts_files/frame.html.
They will be presented, with further detail, in two meetings Tuesday
(choose either or both) at 2:00 and 7:30 in the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  Each meeting is scheduled for about two hours.

All the plans suggest improved shoreline access from the gates to the
Tram station and to Goldwater Hospital.  (See story on page 1.)

Coler-
Goldwater
Hospital
south
campus
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Concepts for Southpoint Park in Meetings Tuesday
Parc Ville
A park-like extension of the Main Street village – an embracing of
community, commercial use, Goldwater Hospital, and amenities in
a waterfront park setting.  This concept introduces a crescent of
public/private buildings, which include a restaurant, dining
terraces, and event facilities, as well as speculative retail spaces
with terraces, a boathouse for small boat storage and workshop,
and a variety of performance spaces.  Landscape elements
include strolling gardens, water features, and a stabilized ruin
garden.  Estimated cost:  $79 million.

Village Crescent – Colonnade

Waterfront restaurant / outdoor dining
Speculative retail / Office space
Comfort station
Gift shop

Shade structures in
performance area for senior
citizens, non-ambulatory
individuals, and the general
public

Large Performance Area

Stone seating bands
Theatrical lighting
Capacity 7,000
Open lawn

Fishing Deck
Boat Pier
Ferry access
Boat ramp, dock, and storage
Workshop and boathouse
Kayak launch
Fishing

Stabilized Ruin
Pedestrian access
Interpretive display
Passive seating area

Multifunctional Performance Area
Films, dance, special events

Sun Deck
Wood deck
Built-in furniture
Observation opportunities

Intimate
Performance Area
Small stage
Sloped lawn
Capacity 200

Woodland Walk
Walk to Artistic water display & overlook
Outdoor classroom
Birder’s platform
Native planting
Possible interactive features

Boat Pier
Boat launch ramp
Fishing

Gatehouse

Restaurant
Shoreline terrace
  for casual dining
Comfort station
Information
Pedestrian gateway

Multipurpose Plaza
Ice skating in winter
Amphitheater seating
Public plaza with water feature

at
hment

e access

Waterfront Overlook

Passive seating area
Native planting
Built-in seating
Observation opportunities

Woodland Gathering Area

Overlooks
Water features
Sledding hill
Interpretive display
Interactive landscapes
Native plantings
Picnic grove
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August 30, 11:50 a.m.
Waiting for the Q102 at the
Chapel shelter:  Nancy
Brown, aide Brenda Padilla,
and Brenda’s children,
Joshua and Johanna.

11:57
Q102 (bus #494) arrives...

11:58
...but the wheelchair lift can’t
be extended with this
concrete thing in the way.

12:00
After bus is
repositioned, boarding.

When the Tram is out, and there’s no Red Bus alternative transportation...

12:32
This involves a perilous crossing of
Queens Boulevard...

...where some of the curbs are impassable
for a motorized wheelchair...

...and the lights don’t allow
crossing in one quick dash.

12:38
Waiting.  Any bus will do,
but...

1:18
...time for the return trip.
We’re waiting for the Q60
outside The Blue Room
(formerly Favia) at 60th and
2nd.

1:35
Three buses have lined up at
the stop, but all three drivers
claim their wheelchair lifts
are not working.

1:38
One of the drivers, after realizing the situation is being
documented, attempts to forbid photography.
Unsuccessful, he then calls in an alert, claiming that a
terrorist is taking pictures of the Queensboro Bridge.

1:41
Another finally decides to
try the lift on his bus and, of
course, it works.  But it’s
unlikely he would have tried
without the camera there.

1:51
The lift functions upon
arrival in Queens Plaza, as
well.

3:05
Waiting near Queensbridge Apartments.

3:20
A willingly accommodating
Q102 driver arrives.

3:27
We cross the bridge to
Roosevelt Island...

3:33
...and we’re home.  Elapsed
time for the return trip:
2 hours, 15 minutes.

Continue at right ººººº



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 11, 2004 • 15

12:01
Boarding completed. 12:10

After a circuit around the
south campus of Coler-
Goldwater Hospital, another
wheelchair boards.

12:19
After a circuit around the
north campus of Coler-
Goldwater, we leave the
Island...

12:21
...and unload the second
wheelchair passenger on
Vernon Blvd.

12:30
We unload at Queens Plaza
for a change to a Manhattan-
bound bus.

...here’s what it takes for a wheelchair user to make a round trip to Manhattan

12:39
...the first Green Lines driver
(bus #281) doesn’t ask
about the waiting
wheelchair passenger and,
instead... ...just drives away.

12:45
The driver of the next bus, a
Q101 (bus #408) boards
Nancy.

12:56
Finally – Manhattan.
Elapsed time:
about an hour.

After a brief shopping stop
in Manhattan...

1:56
Another crossing of Queens
Plaza, to the Island-bound
Q102 stop.

2:07
Waiting... waiting... at 23rd
Street and Queens Plaza, for
the Q102.

2:21
Bus #358 can’t get close
enough to the curb, so
preparing to board is a
problem.  But it doesn’t
matter – the driver says his
wheelchair lift doesn’t work.

2:50
A half-hour later, the next
Q102 (#494) speeds past,
never looking, accelerating.
Ironically, this is the same
bus on which we started the
journey at 11:57 a.m.

2:51
Nancy decides the best
strategy is to use the next
block of waiting time to go
to the next Q102 stop.

Nancy Brown comments:
All in all, the trip was a nightmare, especially the

trip back to the Island, where a total of five buses
refused to pick me up.  It was very hot, very frustrat-
ing, and totally exhausting.  A trip that ordinarily
would have taken just 45 minutes by Tram or maybe
an hour with the Red Bus, took us three and a half
hours.  I would never, ever make that two-bus trip into
Manhattan again.  The subway is not a viable alterna-
tive for someone in a wheelchair, unless accompanied
by someone strong enough to boost the chair over the
large gap between the platform and the subway car.
Also, you can’t always rely on the elevators being in
service at various destination subway stations.  Red
Bus service into the City during a Tram shutdown is an
essential service needed and deserved by the disabled
community and its seniors.

Photography:  Website NYC10044 http://nyc10044.com

What does it mean to someone in a motorized wheelchair when the
Tram is out of service, and a trip into Manhattan is necessary?

The Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC) has
suspended the practice of
providing Red Bus service to and
from 60th Street at Second
Avenue, citing deteriorating
buses.  According to RIOC VP
Sari Dickson, “protracted use in
Manhattan is still an [insurance]
issue,” as well.  Dickson also says
that, during the last Tram
shutdown, Queens Surface
Transit and MTA told RIOC that it
could not use their bus stops to
pick up or discharge passengers,”
citing complications related to
work on the Queensboro Bridge.

Seniors and disabled Islanders
who use Access-A-Ride complain

that it is often (some say always)
late or seriously unpredictable.
That means a scheduled
appointment requires
considerable latitude and, often,
wasted time.  The subway is not
viable for most motorized
wheelchairs, because their wheels
cannot deal with the gap between
the car and platform here.

That leaves bus service.  The
WIRE asked Nancy Brown to
make the trip by available bus
lines to test their usability.  The
test trip documented here was
made in a non-rush period on
Monday, August 30.  Total travel
time was nearly three and a half
hours.

Nancy Brown           Misty
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Congratulations to
all the volunteers

who produce
The WIRE

Thanks for
keeping the

flame

Jack Resnick, MD
Founding Publisher
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Please Come to Our OPEN HOUSE MEETING
This Monday (September 13) at 7:30 p.m. at Westview Lower Community Room – 625 Main Street

DO YOU KNOW
YOUR NEIGHBORS?

JOIN US
and become
• A better SPEAKER
• A better THINKER
• A better LISTENER

We are a few of our Island Toastmasters,
an International Public Speaking Club
We meet the 2nd & 4th Monday of each month.
CALL Jim 212-755-7302  /  Doris 212-751-9577

resolutions declared any environmental im-
pact to be insignificant, and extended site
control to provide more time “to resolve cer-
tain open issues.”)

Parking
After the RIOC Board meeting, resident

Board member David Kraut told The WIRE,
“The tennis court parking is out.”  But be-
cause a portion of the financing Becker and
Becker lined up for the project depends upon
on-site parking, and because the resolutions
provide for temporary courts, the eventual
fate of the under-court parking may be yet
to be determined.  Likewise, the plan for
temporary courts could be altered by a fur-
ther Board resolution.

If no further Board action changes last
week’s decision to eliminate under-court
parking, on-site parking would be limited
to the area under the 13-story apartment
wings that will extend outward from the
Octgagon landmark.

The Grannis Position
The greater ambiguity about the future of

the project may arise from conflicting inter-
pretations of the 2002 Open Spaces legisla-
tion.  Assemblymember Pete Grannis, the
Democrat who represents Roosevelt Island,
has taken the position that the language of
the 2002 Open Spaces legislation prohibits
construction or reconstruction beyond the
walls of the landmarked Octagon ruin.
RIOC President Herbert E. Berman has dis-

agreed with the Grannis interpretation, along
with Becker and Becker.  While neither has
signaled any recognition that the Grannis
contention may be valid, there was no other
explanation of the resolution language speci-
fying that “all required consents of the leg-
islature” be obtained.

That wording appears to be a response to
a letter Grannis sent to Commissioner Judith
Calogero, who heads the State Department
of Housing and Community Renewal, on
August 11.  Grannis wrote that “it is my po-
sition that the use of any open land in Octa-
gon Park for this proposed project contra-
venes the public trust doctrine as an illegal
alienation of land deemed to be municipal
parkland...”

Late last week, Grannis saw the language
in the Board’s resolution as recognition of
the validity of his view.  “I have argued from
the outset,” he said, “that the project’s in-
trusion on the open space surrounding the
landmarked Octagon Tower as delineated in
the General Development Plan (GDP) would
violate Chapter 493 of the laws of 2002.  My
position, unambiguously communicated in
my public statements and written commu-
nications in connection with this project, is
that an amendment to the law is needed if
this project is to move forward.  Now, after
two years of ignoring this legal impediment,
it appears that RIOC has finally acknowl-
edged the validity of this position, in the
resolutions adopted by the Board August
30.”

Grannis continued, “With the removal of
what the Board’s resolutions term ‘park fa-
cilities’ and the tennis courts from the land
RIOC proposes to lease for this project, and
the call for moving the project’s under-
ground parking from beneath the tennis
courts to the more tightly defined leased pre-
mises, the Board now joins me and the
Island’s other elected public officials in rec-
ognizing the need to protect the integrity of
open space in this area.”

RIOC has provided no information on
what legislative approvals it might seek, nor
is it known how approvals might be ob-
tained, during the 32-day extension provided
in the resolution, with the Legislature out of
session and not expected back in Albany

until after the November election.  But the
resolution extending site control does em-
power Berman to grant further extensions
“if deemed advisable within his appropriate
discretion.”

Late last week, Bruce Becker, President
of Becker and Becker, hailed the passage of
the resolutions, while noting that there are
details remaining to be cleared up.  This
week, he said, “If by taking more time there
is broader support for the project, I’m for
taking the extra time.”

Lower-Rent Units
The plan for lower rents for a portion of

the 511 apartments has been altered in the
Becker and Becker proposal.  Eligibility for
the restricted-rent apartments will now be
pegged at 150% of “Area Median Income”
(AMI), a federal housing guideline.  The
result:

• Studio apartments renting for $1,611 will
go to applicants earning $66,000 per year
or less.

• One-bedroom units, at $1,722, will be
limited to those earning under $71,000.

• Two-bedroom apartments, at $2,068, are
limited to tenants with household income un-
der $84,750.

The bulk of the apartments, however, will
go at market rate.

No process has been announced for ap-
plication for the restricted-rent apartments.
If past practice is followed, it is likely a lot-
tery will be involved.

Tennis Courts
The resolutions provide for Becker and

Becker to construct six lighted temporary
tennis courts in Southtown on the Queens
side of the extended Main Street, south of
Blackwell House and north of the soccer
field, where Southtown buildings 7, 8, and
9 are planned.  Initially, temporary courts
were in the plan because construction of
underground parking at the Octagon Park
tennis courts would make them unavailable
for an extended period.  The presence of the
temporary courts in the plans approved last
week is taken by some to suggest that the
Board’s position on the use of the Octagon
courts may later be subject to adjustment
based on legal opinions to be sought from
the State.

Octagon from page 1

the female officer then said she knew me.
“I was handcuffed and walked to Public

Safety by a contingent of four officers.  Their
attitude and demeanor were professional.  I
informed them that I was preparing some-
thing for The WIRE, but when I asked to call
an attorney, I was told I was not under ar-
rest, and that the process of writing a sum-
mons would take only five minutes.  Forty-
five minutes later, I was still in custody.  I
had been handcuffed to a chair for a half-
hour.  Finally, I was issued a summons for
‘Disorderly Conduct’ with a court date of
October 29.”

Musto said he expects to contest the sum-
mons, and is conferring with an attorney to
consider further action in the matter.

Musto’s experience parallels that of WIRE
editor Dick Lutz, who was handcuffed and
detained in January, 2002, when a Public
Safety Officer ordered him to stop photo-
graphing a Tram cabin sitting in the grass at
the Island Tram station.  Like Musto, Lutz
was handcuffed, held incommunicado at
Public Safety, then issued summonses.  In
Lutz’s case, the summonses were later
voided by Public Safety Chief James Fry.
(See Island Observer, page 2.)

Other residents taking pictures on the Is-
land have had similar experiences with Pub-
lic Safety, though they have not generally
resulted in arrest, handcuffing, being held
incommunicado, or being restrained at the
Public Safety Office.

A professional photographer, Kurt
Wittman, has been approached several times
by Public Safety Officers when testing
equipment.  He and his wife were cuffed the
week after 9/11/01 when men aboard a Coast
Guard vessel spotted them in the water off
the Island, doing underwater photography.
The charges, for trespassing, were later
dropped.

Wittman now carries a copy of a memo
from RIOC President Herbert E. Berman
that he can show to officers who question
his right to take pictures.  It reads, in part,
“the taking of still pictures on the Island, at
allowable sites, is permitted so long as the
taking of the pictures does not constitute an
obstruction and is not for commercial pur-

Summons from page 1

poses.”
In June, 2003, the Acting President of the

Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC), Patrick Siconolfi, issued a clarifi-
cation of RIOC policy on photography on
the Island:  In a memo to PSD Chief Fry,
Siconolfi wrote, “It is the policy of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation that
permits will not be required for recreational
photography or videography.  The press will
also not need permits to take either still or
moving pictures on Roosevelt Island.”
There has been no subsequent announce-
ment of any change in photography policy.

RIOC Vice President Sari Dickson de-
clined comment on the matter because it is
an “ongoing investigation.”
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 212-753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
Shirts Laundered
Expert European Tailoring
Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned

and Storage Available
Draperies and All Household Items
Free Pick-Up and Delivery

FREE BOX
STORAGE
For all your winter clothes

Just pay the regular cost to dry clean
and we will store your clothing in a
climate-controlled environment until
you need them in the fall.

MINERVA CLEANERS & TAILORS

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101
TEL:  718-729-4566  •  FAX:  718-729-4344

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday

5
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by Jack Resnick
I can’t believe that this issue of The Main Street WIRE

marks the beginning of its 25th volume.  Wasn’t it just a
few years ago that a group of us were having dinner and
bemoaning the absence of the Tram?

It was February of 1981.  The annual two-week shutdown
of the Tram for “routine maintenance” had become a four-
month ordeal of hour-long bus commutes into Manhattan.
(The Roosevelt Island sub-
way service was not to be-
gin until 1989.)  The cable
from which the cars are sus-
pended was being replaced.
Somehow, it had dropped
onto First Avenue.  News
was hard to come by.  When
would our link to Manhattan
be restored?  Nobody was
talking.  The New York press
didn’t give the story much
coverage.

A bunch of us were hav-
ing a long weekend dinner at
our apartment.  The rumors
flew around the table.  They
got more intricate and paranoid as more wine was consumed.
Wouldn’t it be great, someone asked, if there were a local
newspaper on Roosevelt Island that could ferret out the in-
formation?  It must have been the wine talking, but I heard
myself say that I had had newspaper experience in high
school and college.  I knew how to put out a paper.  Let’s do
it, I said.  Glasses were raised, toasts were made and so The
Main Street WIRE was born.

Luckily, a lot of the people around the table that night
were professional writers.  Amazingly, when we posted fly-
ers asking for volunteers. even more people showed up.
During its first few years The WIRE was blessed with a dozen
or so volunteers who divided up the work.  Our first news
editor, Clare Walker, had been a London newspaper editor
before coming to the Island.  Her professionalism set the
standard for years to come.

A few years later, Clare was succeeded in the role of News
Editor by Mark Perkiss.  Mark was a young 20-something
just out of college, looking for a career.  He volunteered for
The WIRE and took to journalism like the proverbial duck
to water.  We lost Mark after a few years.  He moved off
Roosevelt Island to become a reporter for a Trenton news-
paper, this time with an actual salary.  Mark’s evolution is
one of my fondest WIRE memories.

I served as The WIRE’s editor and publisher for its first
dozen years. When I could no longer afford the time, fate
smiled on us and a real newsman showed up.  Jim Bowser,
who had been a professional journalist and novelist, offered
to take over the editorship and kept the paper going.  He
had already served the Island in many other posts – presi-
dent of the Rivercross and Community Library boards, chair
of the Youth Center board, and vice-president of the Resi-
dents Association.  When you need a job done well, find
someone who is already overloaded.

By 1996, Jim’s health forced him to scale back and, God
bless him, Dick Lutz appeared on the scene.  With Dick’s
arrival, my continuing role as publisher also came to an end.
(That meant my evenings of laying out The WIRE with my
desktop publishing software and my monthly attempts to
pay its bills finally ended.)  I turned The WIRE completely
over to Dick – although he’s been nice enough to list me on
the masthead as founding publisher and run the advertise-
ment for my medical practice.

Roosevelt Island is fortunate to have Dick.  The energy
and personal resources he spends on providing this com-
munity with a newspaper are more than you could possibly
imagine.  Here’s something I know for certain – he could
use some help.  If you’ve the time and inclination, give him
a call:  212-826-9055.

by Jim Bowser
My style of editing The WIRE was to count on other people

to do it.  I love to wander the Island, just talking to folks.
Then, every two weeks, in a meeting at Jack Resnick’s apart-
ment, people would gather to contribute information on
meetings they had attended.  Some of their reports were
well-written; others were just notes from which I could work.

I also attended a lot of meetings, to the point where I wore
myself out.  Nonetheless, I tried to cover most of the ses-
sions in person, because that was the best way to sense the
dynamics of the meeting –
something not really satisifed
by someone else’s notes or
recollections.

Relying on other residents
to bring in information pro-
duced a widely varying cast of
characters for those meetings
at Jack’s.  Usually, they in-
cluded Judy Berdy, Barry
Puritz and Karen Puritz, and
– of course – Terri Resnick,
who provided both reports and
fresh-baked cookies.  Judy
Connorton was frequently at
the table and Ginny Ewald was a regular.

If I couldn’t cover a meeting, Nancy Masterson would
often attend for me.

Ken Paul used to contribute frequently.  Gian Picco was a
source for me at the United Nations – then became famous
with the release of the hostages held in Iran.  The Post’s
Paul Rigby provided cartoons and, when he moved to Con-
necticut, his son Bay did some.  Shirley Margolin was a
faithful reporter of what the State government was doing.
Linda Heimer was a frequent contributor.  Charlie De Fino
provided a good deal of information on our youth.  Debra
Mount Cornet was faithful in rounding up news, reporting
on it at the biweekly meetings, and then sometimes she
would write the stories.  Tim Johns reported regularly on
progress at buy-out attempts.

I have to mention Beverly Shutes.  She did all the typing
from my hasty notes, managing to translate them into read-
able English.

The politicans and Island officials were always coopera-
tive:  Charles Rangel, then Congressmember Carolyn
Maloney, when she took over; Gifford Miller, who’s now
City Council Speaker; State Senator Olga Mendez, and
Assemblymember Pete Grannis.

One memorable incident occurred when RIRA President
Patrick Stewart and his followers gathered outside the RIOC
offices, and wouldn’t let anyone in.  Then RIOC finally
opened the door for a couple of people, but those inside the
offices never saw the crowd that was outside.  That was
always the trouble with most RIOC people – they were con-
fined to the office and didn’t see what needed to be done
around the Island.

The new President, it seems to me, is trying to do things
about the physical condition of the Island, and to make more
friends for RIOC.  Mostly, he needs to talk to more people,
as a good reporter for The WIRE would.

by Mark Perkiss
It’s hard to believe that The WIRE is starting its 25th year

of publication. I first joined The Main Street WIRE starting
with its second edition, after having written a few stories
for its predecessor, The Island View.

Little did I know then that my experience with The WIRE
would lead to a journalism career that has included stints at
The Associated Press, United Press International, and now
The Times of Trenton in New Jersey, where I am a political
reporter.

When I joined The WIRE, I was lucky enough to fall un-
der the wing of the paper’s first news editor, Clare Walker,
the first in a string of professional journalists or writers to
hold that position She gave me encouragement and insight
and helped push me toward a reporting career.

The WIRE was a tremendous training ground for me. It
let me gain experience in covering a wide array of issues
ranging from urban development to the workings of city
and state governmental agencies to local politics.

While there were a number of important stories on
Roosevelt Island in the mid to late 1980s, the ones I re-
member best are those dealing with the experiment of a ferry
run from the Island to lower Manhattan, the shutting down
of the tram because of a na-
tionwide insurance crisis,
and the paper’s coverage of
crime, particularly drug sell-
ing from what was then
known as the Green Kitchen.

That coverage led to
threats of lawsuits against the
paper and me, but Jack
Resnick, who founded The
WIRE, encouraged me to
continue pressing the issue,
which culminated with a raid
on the restaurant and the ar-
rest of its two owners.

I remember talking Jack
into the paper covering the meeting of the state agency that
finally approved what is now Manhattan Park and getting
the story in the issue that would come out the next day.

Needless to say he was concerned about trying to make
changes at the last minute and risking our press schedule,
but I refused to back down saying the story needed to be
covered and he finally gave in.

I raced out to our publication office in Queens that after-
noon to rewrite much of the story with new details.  When
Jack arrived to give final approval to the issue and put the
paper to bed, I remember how pleased he was that we had
been able to get daily news into the paper.

I’ll admit that I was a bit intimidated by Jack when I first
started writing for the paper, but I got over that.  My admira-
tion and respect for him grew tremendously in the years I served
as news editor before moving to Chicago to join the AP in
1988, however.  He encouraged me to be aggressive in our
coverage of Island affairs, whether they were the doings of
RIOC or countless other issues, and we became good friends.

I developed many friends through my work on The WIRE
and people on the Island grew to know who I was – rather
heady stuff for a twentysomething.  That was driven home to
me when my dad, who has lived on Roosevelt Island continu-
ously since 1977, was approached by someone who asked him,
“Excuse me, but aren’t you Mark Perkiss’ father?”

My time on The WIRE was both a joy and a tremendous
educational experience.  The paper holds a special place in
my heart.

As The WIRE Enters Its 25th Year, Past Editors Remember...

tors from the rest of the world.”
A listing of principles touches on the question of visitors:

“Help make Roosevelt Island an economically sustainable
and culturally vibrant urban Island village.”  It calls on the
planners to “program the park so visitors are drawn to its
unique character and spectacular events, thus contributing
to the economic health of the community and the operating
costs of the park,” but also to respond to the “rhythms and
majesty of the river,” “to provide for special-needs visitors,”
“provide times of solitude and quiet,” and for “times of com-
munal gathering and celebration.”

“Make the park a source of pride and community identity.”
Here are condensed versions of the text descriptions of

the plans, which are illustrated on pages 12 and 13.
Wild Gardens / Green Rooms

A rustic stone gatehouse with a small tower and an arch-
way greets visitors.  It offers a place to eat and rest on stone
terraces and balconies overlooking the East River.  Through
the gateway, a wide shady path meanders along the top of
the rugged shoreline through dense trees.  The bank of the
East River is so rocky you can get down to the water only
along a narrow winding path.  The shoreline offers places
to sit on rocks, to listen to the river, and to watch crabs play
on the rocks.  Sitting low, near the water, the sounds and sights
of others fade.  There are frequent opportunities for solitude.

Another path offers the visitor a chance to climb a mod-
est rugged mount.  From its top, there are views of the sun-
rise, the sweep of the metropolis, the twinkle of the
Queensboro Bridge lights, and the gliding Tram.

On the way down, the visitor is drawn by glimpses of
sunny lawns and the sounds of a cascade tumbling into a
pool where rocks lie, half-covered by water, providing places
to sit and walk.  A succession of winding paths through
clumps of trees leads to a rustic wall and then an opening.
It is the ruin, stabilized, but weathered; it is sunny and filled
with ferns.  A brick floor is dappled with moss; it is a beau-
tiful room, open to the sky.  Windows offer glimpses of
bright green lawns and a hedge-enclosed garden.

Through the arch, into the space beyond, is an artistic
building housing a theater or café.  On its roof is a shady
terrace; here the ruin’s windows reveal a sweep of the river
extending into the distance.  In the foreground is an oval of
shimmering water, embraced by stone steps and an artistic
planting.  In the winter, the plants form a winter garden, the
oval of water an ice rink, and the hill behind offers sled-
ding.  In the summer, this slice of hill slopes gently to the
point, providing a place for large-scale musical perfor-
mances, movies, or weekend picnics.

Visionary
Sculptural walls and a spiral of artistic plantings draw

visitors into large sweeps of plantings that change color with
the seasons.  They encounter park environments and artis-
tic elements that draw on the environment for their inspira-
tion.  Art enhances the visitor’s experience and apprecia-
tion of the site, its living things, and natural phenomena
like the river, the stars, the movement of the sun, and the
wind.  Artistic structures incorporate the large quantities of
the site’s salvaged stone.

A crystal-shaped building of glass hovers inside the sta-

bilized ruin.  At night, it glows, casting rays of light through
the windows.  Its four floors of interior space could accom-
modate a variety of uses including a gallery, a retreat or
conference center, a theater, or a museum.  Certainly, it
would include a restaurant and publicly accessible rooftop
terrace.  At ground level, mossy brick paths lead to a walled
garden inside the southern portion of the ruin.

South of the ruin is the Kahn memorial to Franklin
D. Roosevelt.  A monumental set of granite steps raise the
visitor to a wedge of grass surrounded by pollarded linden
trees.  After traversing successive funnel-shaped gardens,
the visitor enters a granite room at the tip of the Island.
Walled by masonry of unquestionable tectonic honesty and
ceiled by the light of the sky itself, the memorial room al-
lows outward views only to the south, down the river and
past the UN toward the Williamsburg Bridge.  The nearby
tumult of Manhattan and its spiky midtown skyline are
screened from sight.

Parc Ville
A modest ensemble of imaginative contemporary build-

ings are arranged in an arc to create a remarkable street.
Their terraces, loggias, and public spaces provide comfort
in all weather – a place to meet your friends or someone
new.  The public rooms will accommodate a variety of uses
including dining, boat building, entertainment, and com-
merce.

Below, a strolling garden for romance and reverie undu-
lates.  It beckons with the expectation you will experience
something wonderful.  Artful water, sunny lawns, and shady
groves embrace the Renwick ruin.  Its windows and doors
offer views of its interior, its vine-covered walls and theat-
rical deterioration.  Paths lead to the naturalistic shoreline,
enhanced with arcs of deck that allow sitting, sunning, and
fishing.

A wedge of lawn on a soft hill accommodates perfor-
mances and spectacles, such as the fireworks.  The stage
and lawn are shaded with artistic structures like sails, softly
illuminated at night.  The wedge of lawn will accommodate
all manner of spectacles including light shows and large-
scale art performances.  Theatrical lighting makes this a place
of unparalleled night beauty.

Southpoint from page 1
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We Applaud

The Main Street WIRE

on the Start of its Twenty-Fifth Year of
Dedicated Service to

the Roosevelt Island Community

Our Thoughts and Prayers Are with AllOur Thoughts and Prayers Are with AllOur Thoughts and Prayers Are with AllOur Thoughts and Prayers Are with AllOur Thoughts and Prayers Are with All
Who Lost Loved Ones on September 11, 2001Who Lost Loved Ones on September 11, 2001Who Lost Loved Ones on September 11, 2001Who Lost Loved Ones on September 11, 2001Who Lost Loved Ones on September 11, 2001

Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
Tony Morenzi, Amy Baxter, Elsbeth Reimann

1672 First Avenue
New York, NY 10128

212-860-4906

Manhattan ParkManhattan ParkManhattan ParkManhattan ParkManhattan Park
congratulatescongratulatescongratulatescongratulatescongratulates

The Main Street WIREThe Main Street WIREThe Main Street WIREThe Main Street WIREThe Main Street WIRE
on the starton the starton the starton the starton the start

of itsof itsof itsof itsof its
silver anniversary yearsilver anniversary yearsilver anniversary yearsilver anniversary yearsilver anniversary year

Congratulations and thanks to

on its 25th anniversary year
from all of us at

TM

Heartfelt Thanks

to the Women and Men

of the Newspaper

Who Record the Life of the Island

(Anonymous advertiser)



22 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 11, 2004

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Sept. 25 issue:  Tue., Sept. 21

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
PIANO TUNING – $75.  Used Steinway pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, toll-free
866-505-3173.  Formerly with Steinway & Sons.
ELDER LAW – Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119.  800-836-1124.
AVON AGENTS WANTED – Start your business today.  Call Joyce – 718-362-4823.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – The Icla da Silva Foundation is looking for volunteers
to help in the office, located at Goldwater Memorial Hospital on Roosevelt Island.
Please call Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807.
MOVING SALE – Treadmill, excellent condition, $250; 12,000 BTU air conditioner,
$250, and 15,000 BTU air conditioner, $350, both used only one summer; light
box, $100; huge desk, 2 years old, $200.  Call Danielle at 646-732-5695.
FOR SALE – Plymouth Minivan 1995; excellent condition; 150K; $2450 or best
offer.  Please call 212-935-1027.
FOR SALE – Miscellaneous flea-market-type articles, in apartment.  Call
212-752-6463.
NYS-LICENSED CHILDCARE PROVIDER available to care for children weekends
and public school closings.  212-421-8781.
SUBLET WANTED – Studio or one-bedroom apartment, unfurnished, long-term –
$1100 max.  Call 646-299-2588.
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
NEED MORE SPACE?  Danielle Broussard, Closet Factory design consultant.
No one puts more into a closet than we do.  I can personally customize your
closet, and I live on the Island.  Call 646-732-5695.
YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green.  212-223-4077.
PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHER – Portraits, Children, Pets, Art Production.  Small
Advertisers and Web Design – E-mail thebestportraits@hotmail.com or call
212-308-1988.
CHEAP SHOPPING – Rockbottom price e-commerce.  www.fp.shopnmalls.com,
www.fp.ebizmalls.com.  800-645-6395, ext. 10460.
EARN BIG MONEY at home.  800-645-6395, ext. 10460.  www.fp.cashmalls.com.
COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.
ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Rich color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park at night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone
or credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

RIVERCROSS SUBLET
AVAILABLE October 1, 2004

FULLY FURN, 1 BDRM W/ 1½ BTHS, GRT VW,
FOR 1 YR, OR LONGER, NO SMOKERS, NO PETS

CALL 571-221-3551

At Public Safety’s office I was frisked, cuffed to a rail in the muster room (muster closet
might be more descriptive), and held incommunicado while summonses were prepared.

The 114th Precinct was called in, and Sgt. James Heffernan informed me that Anderson
was claiming physical injury and was being checked out by Emergency Medical Services.
(Huh?)  He explained the likely course of events to me (summons, court appearance, and
probably it would be tossed out), but I was lost in thought:  Anderson, clearly, realized she
had overreacted, and was trying to build a case that I had somehow gotten physical with
her.  Apart from the belly-bumping she did, we had no contact, but I realized she would
want to cover her posterior.

An hour later, while writing this chronology, I was still incommunicado, waiting for
summonses to be issued.  Eventually, three were presented to me:  Disorderly conduct,
trespassing, and harassment.  Pretty standard stuff, but as Heffernan had carefully avoided
saying, mostly bovine deposits, since there had been no signs indicating I could not step up
on the grass for a better angle, since nobody had been disorderly until Anderson stiff-
armed my camera, and harassment was the way I was treated, not anybody else.

When I finally left the Public Safety Office, now more bemused by the experience than
angry, I realized my bicycle was yet to be recovered, so I returned to ask where it might be.
There, I encountered Chief James Fry, who asked me to join him in his office for a chat.

It was a pleasant chat, and Fry even complied when I suggested he have PSO Anderson
join us.  She didn’t like it when he let it be known the summonses would be voided.  She
even didn’t like it when I said to her, “Can this be OK between us?”  She stomped out,
saying, “No I’m not OK with it.”

For the record, I specifically asked Fry to be sure Anderson was not hurt by this incident.
I’ve overreacted myself at times, in my younger days – and she is younger.  (Fry promised
he would make her comfortable with the outcome.)

The lessons to be learned here are, I suppose, that you can’t fight City Hall or Public
Safety – that an officer with ire will call in reinforcements whose job it will be to respond
to the situation as described, rather than attempt to ascertain what the situation really is.

There are also lessons in it for Roosevelt Island and Public Safety, having to do with
overreaction, proper understanding of the rules being enforced, and – let me not fail to
mention – something we call the First Amendment.

DL

–

Observer from page 2

To the Editor:
About that unticketed, privileged Toyota:
I find the parking issue so offensive, as

do many other people.  It’s just unfair to all
those Roosevelt Island drivers who use the
parking as originally intended – for short
stays to load and unload. The rare times that
I do drive onto the Island for the purpose of
loading or unloading, I have given up any
hope of finding a space.

A few years ago, when I had to take my
daughter to the airport early in the morning
(about 5:00 a.m.), there was no place to park
at my building.  On the other hand, last sum-
mer we had close friends visiting from Long
Island. They inadvertantly parked across
from Motorgate in the handicapped zone and
were given the maximum parking ticket,
probably within an hour of parking.  I think
the ticket was for $165, and I could not suc-
cessfully appeal it.  The handicapped sign
was covered by a tree bough, the blue paint
was faded, and none of the other cars had
handicapped plates, although they did have
handicapped tags hanging from the rear-
view mirrors.  I sometimes wonder how
many of those signs are being used legiti-
mately.

I suggest that Main Street be used solely
for loading or unloading and that, if handi-
capped individuals are due special privi-
leges, their vehicles be required to have
handicapped plates.

The situation is so much worse than what
it was when I moved to Roosevelt Island in
1992, and therefore a radical policy change
is required.  I truly hope that we will see
justice done.

Name Withheld

Letters Letters Letters Letters Letters from page 2
tures.  These units are so large they effec-
tively add 50% to the height of the Island
House school.  Vibrations penetrate our
apartment even with windows firmly closed.
In addition, the system remains on when the
school is closed and empty, and in weather
below 70o .

Your school is, in effect, taking from us
much of what we pay for to live here.  We
moved to Roosevelt Island (some of us
nearly 30 years before The Child School)
and have paid a premium in rent for our
apartments’ quiet, fresh air, and lack of ur-
ban/industrial noise.  The constant noise pol-
lution and changes to our air quality due to
the systems on The Child School rooftops
now affect 135 apartments in Westview and
Island House and force us to live with closed
windows and air conditioning.  These fac-
tors have begun thus to severely interfere
with the habitability of our apartments.  In
addition, the noise pollution and vibrations
also disturb our sleep, produce anxiety, and
affect our health and wellbeing and our abil-
ity to conduct our social and professional
lives.

Whether Island House or Westview re-
main privately owned or are converted to
resident ownership, noise pollution is a ma-
jor factor affecting the habitability and mar-
ket value of these apartments.  Constant
machine vibration can have serious struc-
tural effects.   The net effect of 135 apart-
ments running their air-conditioners con-
stantly just to keep noise out increases pol-
lution and adds thousands of dollars to build-
ing operating expenses; it will increase air-
conditioning unit replacement costs for the
affected apartments – costs which will be
borne by all building residents. Current and
potential new owners should take heed and
join us in our efforts to reach a solution.

Since May, we have requested and re-
ceived three visits from Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) noise inspec-
tors in our apartment at 595 Main Street.  Af-
ter the last visit, we were informed that a sum-

Tours of the Lower East Side – a Walking Guide was published.
On Roosevelt Island, she was active in RICLA, the Roosevelt Island Community Liter-

ary Associates, which operated the Island’s community library until it was taken over by
the New York Public Library.  She served as President of the Island Library for several
terms.

In a letter to The WIRE published a year after Ruth Limmer’s death, her fellow Rivercross
resident Mickey Karpeles-Bauer noted that her neighbor had given generously to Island
organizations, and recalled how many of her students had gathered on the Island for her
memorial, many speaking warmly of her no-nonsense wit and demanding discipline in
teaching writing.

Of the bequest to The WIRE, Managing Editor Dick Lutz said this week, “Because she
was a writer, a teacher of the writing discipline, and a lover of language, Ruth Limmer’s
gift is particularly meaningful and touching.  In some sense, it is the ultimate review of the
newspaper, and a recognition of its role in the fabric of our community.”  Lutz said the
Limmer bequest will be used to clear some of The WIRE’s accumulated debt, and toward
the purchase of a badly needed proof-page printer to replace a slow seven-year-old unit
that creates a deadline bottleneck in preparing each issue of the newspaper.

Limmer from page 1

mons was issued to The Child School and a
court appearance set for September 29 for a
violation under Noise Code section 24-237.

Ronald G. Musto, Ph.D.
Editor’s note:  This letter was condensed

for publication.  The writer has also provided
information on how to lodge a noise com-
plaint with DEP; see page 23.

Between issues, get The WIRE’s e-mail bulletins.
Send an “AddMe” to

editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.
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We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.
We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references.  Call us at
212-751-8214.

CAT
SITTER

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available – Use What You Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

212-751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

Thank you and congratulations to
The Main Street WIRE

and all its staff and volunteers
for dedicated service to our community.

Thanks for your concern,
thanks for your support,

and thanks for getting it right!

Philip Groner, Esq.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028

212-709-8028

Want to Complain About Noise?
Here’s How, Step By Step

by Ronald G. Musto
According to the NYC Noise Code, section 24-237, Circulation Devices, “No person

shall operate or permit to be operated a circulation device in such a manner as to create a
level in excess of 45 dB(A) when measured inside the dwelling unit affected in a line with
the window nearest the exterior face of such circulation device.  The measurement shall be
taken with the window fully open at a point three feet from the open portion of  the win-
dow.”

While the combined noise level of all units will be considered after new city legislation
goes into effect after January 2005, at present a summons can only be filed against indi-
vidual units.

Here are the steps to arrange a free noise inspection that could result in serious fines for
offenders:

• Call 311.  Ask for the City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
• Describe the source of the noise (e.g., ventilation systems on a building roof).  Provide

both your address and the address from which noise is emanating.
• Request a DEP inspection-team visit, and record the case number and the name of the

agent taking the call.
• If a visit hasn’t been scheduled within a week, call again with your case number.
• During the visit, write down the inspectors’ names (there should be at least two inspec-

tors) and badge numbers.
• The inspectors will need to take readings with the noise source turned on, and one with

ambient noise only.
• Ask the inspectors for the readings, and about what action DEP will take.
You can buy your own easy-to-use decibel noise meter at Radio Shack for about $50.00.

It’s a good idea to begin recording decibel levels at night, during the day, on weekends, etc.
Cheaper units don’t meet DEP standards for legal measurements, but they provide mea-
surements accurate enough for logging purposes.

Here are some additional sources of information:
• Article on Mayor Bloomberg’s attack on noise pollution –

www.citymayors.com/environment/nyc_noise.html
• The Noise Pollution Clearinghouse – www.nonoise.org
• The Council on the Environment – www.cenyc.org/HTMLPE/noise.htm
• DEP (noise code) – www.nonoise.org/lawlib/cities/newyork.htm
• The legislative aide at DEP – 718-595-3497
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Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions

Free delivery to Roosevelt Island
www.ThaiRestaurant.US

Free Parking

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103

Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743
Major credit cards accepted

Your table awaits

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “STAR” in Astoria for
“glorious” Thai cooking.

– Zagat survey – rating 24
Superior Thai cooking

– Newsday


