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On the eve of Halloween, performance artist William Pope L dressed as
the Abominable Snowman, occupied the Lighthouse, and penned Moby
Dick from memory.  From time to time he emerged to release goldfish for
immediate consumption by seagulls.  Go figure.

Island Voters Urge RIOC to
Give Space for Youth Center
In Referenda, Residents Say Legislature Should Not Amend
Open Spaces Law for Octagon Apartments Project, and Voice
Dissatisfaction with Both Public Safety and RIOC Maintenance

Nine out of ten Islanders who
voted in the RIRA election Tues-
day want the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation to give the
Roosevelt Island Youth Program a
long-term lease on the former Lil-
ies School space.  The vote was
1,054 to 116.

Residents also rejected the idea
of amending State law to clear the
way for the Octagon Apartments
project, voting 83% to keep the
Open Spaces statute as it is and, by
extension, to keep the Octagon
Park area open.  It seems unlikely
RIOC and its Board will heed the
vote, which is only advisory.  The
Board has approved a steady series
of resolutions that firm up a com-
mitment to the project.  Early this
week, in fact, a Board meeting was
scheduled for Thursday to ratify
the lease for the space, but on
Wednesday the session was can-
celed without explanation.

In other referenda, Islanders
panned the Public Safety Depart-
ment (PSD), voting 73% “no” to
27% “yes” on the question, “Are
you satisfied with the current level
of service provided by Public
Safety?”  RIOC’s maintenance of
the Island also took a hit – 71% tip-
ping the lever to “no” in response
to a question about that.  (For its
pre-election issue last week, The
WIRE had asked RIOC to provide
its views on both the PSD and
maintenance questions, but RIOC
declined.)

Votes on the referendum questions
are tallied in charts on page 2.

Youth Center
The impetus for the ballot ques-

tion on space for the Youth Center
was availability of nearly $2 mil-
lion to renovate a permanent home
for the Youth Program, including
$1.65 million in City funding that
depends on the space being held
under a long-term lease.  The space
in question, on Main Street at the
south end of Eastwood, is vacant.
RIOC is attempting to market the
space to a commercial renter, but
none has stepped forward and
RIOC had delays in firming up a

Condo Prices Up at
Southtown’s Riverwalk

Serrano Unseats Mendez

working marketing relationship
with a real-estate broker.

The Youth Center has laid claim
to the space at 504 Main Street
based on a RIOC promise, over a
decade old, that the space would
be made available in exchange for
the Youth Program’s relinquishing
the space that now houses the Main
Street Theatre and Dance Alliance
and the worship space of the
Roosevelt Island Jewish Congrega-
tion.

The Lilies Christian School had
used the space on a month-to-

month basis, but vacated just over
a year ago after the RIOC Board
voted not to extend the lease any
further.  Since then, the space has
been vacant, the subject of repeated
requests from the Youth Program
and continued delay on the part of
RIOC.

Octagon Apartments
Assemblymember Pete Grannis,

who was re-elected Tuesday with
an 88% vote on the Island and 77%
district-wide, has said the State’s
2002 Roosevelt Island Open

Prices are up at Riverwalk, and about a third of the available condo-
minium apartments have been sold, according to residents who have
bought or are considering a purchase.  The “from” price of a studio
apartment has advanced to $285,000 from the original $220,000, and
three-bedroom units now start at $900,000, up from $695,000.

David Kramer of the Hudson Companies told The WIRE, “We’re slowly
making our way through the list of prospective buyers who left mes-
sages with us, and there’s a limit to the number of appointments we can
accommodate each day.  There have been a few price amendments since
we started.”

One buyer told The WIRE that the sellers are giving shoppers about
five days to make a decision, and are requiring a ten percent deposit,
which is subject to forfeit if the buyer is unable to arrange financing
when it’s time for occupancy.  He said the 800-page offering plan speci-
fies that the building has a 20-year tax abatement, which is apparently
helping to keep monthly charges low.

Details are available on the website dedicated to the building,
www.riverwalknyc.com.  For an appointment or information by telephone,
the number is 212-754-0455. Roosevelt Island got a new State Senator in Tuesday’s election.  Long-

time Senator Olga Mendez was targeted by Democrats after she switched
political parties.

Her victorious rival, City Councilmember José Serrano, campaigned
vigorously with the support of the City’s leading Democratic lights.  In
appearances on the Island, Serrano was accompanied once by Rep.
Carolyn Maloney, and another time by Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
who made little secret of his distaste for working with Mendez, even
when she was a fellow Democrat.

With Grannis, Mendez came to support an Island movement for an
elected Board of Directors for the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion, once telling Governor George Pataki, “It’s an idea whose time has
come.”  Instead, in 2002, Pataki staff altered the Grannis-Mendez pro-
posal to put a majority of appointed Island residents on the Board, and
rechristened it the Roosevelt Island Open Spaces bill.  A key provision
of that law is the source of contention over whether the Octagon Apart-
ments project can be built (see lead story, above).

State Senator Olga Mendez spoke to her staff and supporters Tuesday
night; José Serrano is pictured as he campaigned here in September.

See Referenda, page 2

See Serrano, page 2

Schumer, Maloney, and
Grannis All Win Big Here

Democratic incumbents representing Roosevelt Island all scored elec-
tion victories Tuesday and, on Roosevelt Island, all pulled 87 percent of
Roosevelt Island’s vote on Tuesday.  Senator Charles Schumer, Repre-
sentative Carolyn Maloney, and Assemblymember Pete Grannis were
all returned to office.  Presidential candidate John Kerry also topped 80
percent here, and won New York State’s electoral votes.

Vote tabulations appear on page 2.
Islanders who subscribe to The WIRE’s e-mail bulletin service received

tallies about 90 minutes after the close of balloting.  To subscribe to the
service, send an “AddMe” message to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

More Halloween photos on pages 4 and 5.  The WIRE’s color coverage is made possible by Roosevelt Island Housing Management.
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Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor,

to the community, and to/from officials.  Pub-
lication on a Name Withheld basis will be con-
sidered, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records; letters submitted
anonymously are not considered for publica-
tion.

Preferred  form of  submission:   E-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file cre-
ated using any common wordprocessing soft-
ware, but no MSWord files containing mac-
ros), or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the
desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Alternatives:  Typed copy left at
531 Main Street.  Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered if brief, but we are not able
to take telephone dictation of letters.  Let-
ters are subject to acceptance and to pos-
sible editing  for  length and clarity.  Rec-
ommended maximum length, 300 words;
longer letters will be considered if their con-
tent merits the required space.

The Public Safety Blotter for the last half of October
is now available on Website NYC10044 at

nyc10044.com/wire/2505/blot2505.html.

RIRA Advisory Referendum Votes
10-40 2-4RR

Ewd IsHs RR & Sthtn Rcrs Wvw Total %
Should the Legislature refuse to amend Open Spaces law for Octagon Apartments?
    Yes 223 149 134 66 250 151 973 82.7 Yes*
    No 39 27 47 11 58 22 204 17.3 No
Should RIOC grant the Youth Center space in former Lilies School?
    Yes 219 161 161 70 277 166 1054 90.1 Yes*
    No 41 16 21 4 27 7 116 9.9 No
Should Southpoint Park be protected from commercial development?
    Yes 223 166 138 59 265 152 1003 85.5 Yes*
    No 36 15 43 11 43 22 170 14.5 No
Are you satisfied with the services of the Public Safety Department?
    Yes 73 40 82 33 54 33 315 26.9 Yes
    No 184 140 99 41 250 143 857 73.1 No*
Are you satisfied with RIOC’s maintenance of the Island?
    Yes 98 38 75 44 60 32 347 29.4 Yes
    No 162 144 108 29 245 144 832 70.6 No*

General Election

Island Votes
Votes %

President
Kerry 1973 83.1
Bush 380 16.0
Nader 20 0.8

US Senate
Schumer 1907 87.0
Mills 226 10.3
O’Grady 29 1.3
Koppel 10 0.5
Silberger 9 0.4
McReynolds 9 0.4
Hirschfeld 1 0.0

US House of Representatives
Maloney 1751 87.3
Srdanovic 254 12.7

State Senate
Serrano 1615 77.7
Mendez 447 21.5
Estrada 16 0.8

State Assembly
Grannis 1591 87.6
Leslie 226 12.4

RIRA Tally
President

Steve Marcus 898
James Whalen 278

Vice President
Margie Smith 961

Common Council Delegates
2 River Road (1 seat)

James Whalen 12
4 River Road (1)

no nominations
10-40 River Road (8)

Anita Bonita 119
Lynn Chambers 118
George Reither 112
Russell DiBello 111
Lilly Picchione 110
Mark Chipman 109
L. Mason Lesure 109

Eastwood (7)
Joyce Mincheff 130
James Luce 110

546 Main Street (2)
Dolores Green 56

Island House (3)
Kasia Edelman 128
Frank Farance 122
John Hafner 122

Rivercross (3)
Ron Schuppert 217
Diana Armenakis 134
Ethel Romm 106
Joseph Cristiano 103
Ellen Polivy 103
Howard Polivy 45

Westview (3)
Erin Feely-Nahem 125
Natalia Chin 117
Sherie Helstien 117
Petra Kaizer 80

Southtown (3)
no nominations

Spaces Law prohibits use of the
Octagon Park land for an apart-
ment building.  RIOC has claimed
there is no prohibition.

On Thursday, Grannis told The
WIRE, “With residents over-
whelmingly voting in support of
the referenda to preserve the open
spaces at both Southpoint Park and
Octagon Park for park-related ac-
tivities, RIOC and its Board were
given a clear message that demon-
strates the necessity to uphold the
Roosevelt Island Open Spaces
Law.  I look forward to working
with RIOC and the community to
add both these areas to the City’s
limited but vitally important inven-
tory of parkland.”

Public Safety
Roosevelt Island’s Public Safety

Department has only rarely been
out of residents’ line of fire, tak-
ing criticism for alleged ineffec-
tiveness against drug use and drug
deals, anti-social activities in resi-
dential buildings where residents
complain that patrols are infre-
quent or nonexistent, and for
`various missteps.  Last week, for
example, a judge tossed out a dis-
orderly conduct summons in the
case of a resident who refused to
identify himself to officers re-
sponding to a complaint call over
his taking photographs.  The judge
ruled that PSD’s paperwork cited
no facts to support the charge.

Referenda from page 1 In the referendum vote, residents
seemed to be expressing, once
again, a general dissatisfaction
with Public Safety’s ability to pro-
vide an environment they consider
safe, secure, and free of a range of
unwanted activities.

Over the past year, RIOC Board
member Patrick Stewart, a resi-
dent, has chaired a RIOC Public
Safety Committee in what ap-
peared to be a RIOC Board effort
to address the dissatisfaction, but
he announced abandonment of the
committee at the last Board meet-
ing.  No detailed reasons were
given, but Stewart once expressed
unhappiness over the contentious-
ness of some committee members.
One, Damon LaScot, criticized
Stewart for allegedly making it his
mission to see that the committee
would accomplish nothing.

Maintenance
The current administration at

RIOC has responded to a listing of
maintenance problems presented
by the newly-elected President of
the Residents Association, Steve
Marcus, while he was the
organization’s Vice President.  But
71% of residents voting said they
were unsatisfied with RIOC main-
tenance efforts.  Long-time resi-
dents have complained of a gen-
eral deterioration over the years,
complaining RIOC’s payroll is ad-
ministratively top-heavy and main-
tenance is slighted.

Changing of the Guard  “Class photo” taken at Wednesday night’s transitional RIRA Common Council
meeting shows new (n), departing (d), and continuing (c) members of the Council, as well as those returning
(r) to the Council after an absence.  Seated, left to right:  Joyce Mincheff (r), Sherie Helstien, Secretary (c),
outgoing President Matthew Katz (d), newly elected President Steve Marcus (c), James Whalen (c). Second
row:  Diana Armenakis (n), Frank Farance (c), Lilly Picchione (n), Kaisa Edelman (c), Nurit Marcus (d), Lynn
Chambers, Treasurer (c), Mark Chipman (c), Erin Feely-Nahem (c), Natalia Chin (n), Anita Bonita (n), Russ
DiBello (c), Ron Schuppert (r), Petra Kaizer (n).  Back row, behind Farance and Picchione:  L. Mason Lesure
(n), John Hafner (c).  Insets, left to right:  Margie Smith (c), newly elected Vice President, was at another
meeting when the group photo was taken, as was Howard Polivy (n); Jim Luce (c) and Dolores Green (c)
arrived later, as well.  Others on the outgoing and incoming Councils were missing, as well, for various reasons.
See voting chart, right, for the buildings they represent.

Letters deadline for November 20 issue:
Tuesday, November 16

After deadline, letters will be considered on a space available basis.

Serrano, the son of Rep. José E.
Serrano, who represents Congres-
sional District 16 in the Bronx, is a
two-term member of the City Coun-
cil.  During his appearances on
Roosevelt Island, Serrano and his
supporters criticized Mendez for
leaving the Democratic Party to be-
come an even closer ally of her
friend, the Governor.  Serrano said
that Senate Republicans in Albany,
along with the Governor, are respon-
sible for denying much of the sup-
port needed by New York City.

His victory is part of a push by
Democrats to take over the Senate.
When he announced, a dozen promi-
nent Democrats appeared with him.
With other victories in Tuesday’s
balloting, Democrats are now within
three or four seats of controlling the
Senate, likely to be the subject of an
intense effort in two years when the
governor’s office is also up for grabs.

Serrano chairs the City Council
Committee on Cultural Affairs, Li-
braries, and International Intergroup
Relations. He received his B.A. in
government from Manhattan Col-
lege, and worked for the New York
Shakespeare Festival.

Serrano from page 1
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– This Weekend –
Historical Society Tour – the Tram, Sun., Nov. 7, 11:00 a.m., guided

by Judith Berdy.  Reservations:  212-688-4836, or e-mail
RooseveltIslandHistory@USA.com.  Free.

– The Coming Week –
An Introduction to the Talmud, presented by the Roosevelt Island

Jewish Congregation, Mon., Nov. 8, 7:45, Cultural Center.  (Second
and last session, Nov. 15).  Information:  JorelJr@msn.com.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location call Doris at 212-751-9577.

La Leche League meeting for pregnant and breastfeeding women,
Tue., Nov. 9, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P.  Free.  Information:
212-832-1188.

Historical Society Tour – Water Tunnel, Sat., Nov. 13, 11:00 a.m.,
guided by Nancy Cruikshank, former geologist on the project.  Reser-
vations:  212-688-4836, or e-mail RooseveltIslandHistory@USA.com.  Free.

– Future Events –
Orphans International Third Annual Benefit, Mon., Nov. 15, 6-9

p.m., Yale Club, Manhattan.  Tickets $100 and up; child sponsorship
$600/year.  Reservations/information:  212-755-7285.

An Introduction to the Talmud, presented by the Roosevelt Island
Jewish Congregation (second of two sessions), Mon., Nov. 15, 7:45,
Cultural Center.  Information:  JorelJr@msn.com.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Nov. 18, 6:30 p.m.,
The Stranger by Camus.  Copies of book available at the branch.

The Main Street WIRE – Thanksgiving issue in two weeks:  Sat.,
Nov. 20.  (To receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an “Add
Me” message to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Deadlines:  Advertising
in the paper, Friday, Nov. 12; deci-
sion on fliers for The Bag, Mon.,
Nov. 15; inserts due Thur., Nov. 18.
Future issues:  Dec. 4, 18 (two De-
cember holiday issues).  In 2005:
Jan. 8, 22; Feb. 5, 19; Mar. 5, 19;
Apr. 2, 16, 30; May 14; June 4, 18;
July 2, 30; Aug. 27; Sept. 10, 24;
Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17.  Phone/fax for news, 212-826-9055/
755-2540; urgent matters 917-617-0449.  Phone/fax for display and
classified advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214/
755-2540. To list your organization’s Island-related event in this
column, please e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide
a telephone number for follow-up questions.  There is no charge for
such listings.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Nov. 22, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location, call Doris at 212-751-9577.

Residents Association Common Council Meeting, Wed., Dec. 1,
8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Open.  An opportunity for
members of the public to speak is available early near the start of the
meeting.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Dec. 13, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location call Doris at 212-751-9577.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Dec. 23, 6:30 p.m.,
Hunger, by Chang.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Jan. 20, 6:30 p.m.,
Don’t Erase Me, by Ferrall.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.,
Who’s Irish, by Jen.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Mar. 18, 6:30 p.m., At
Home With the Glynns, by Kraft.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Apr. 21, 6:30 p.m.,
Passing, by Larsen.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., May. 19, 6:30 p.m.,
A Prayer for the Dying, by O’Nan.  Copies of book available at the
branch.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., June 23, 6:30 p.m.,
Seven Guitars, by Wilson.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Senior Center
Monday

10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd

Language
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen-

ing
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class

(Beginners)
Tuesday

10:00, Computers
10-11, Dance & Relax
1:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
12:30, Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
1:00, Drawing with Pastels
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
6:00, Dance & Relax
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Nov. 8, 11:00, MetroCard

Bus
Mon., Nov. 8, RISA Cotton Club

trip
Wed., Nov. 17, Atlantic City trip
Sun., Nov. 20, 6:00, RISA

Annual Dinner
Tue., Nov. 30, RISA Las Vegas

trip

Matthew Katz, Ex-President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: MatthewKatz@rcn.com

The
RIOC
Column

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Please provide telephone numbers
for possible follow-up.

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Classified advertising
will return Nov. 20.

To advertise, call Ellen Levy at 212-751-8214.
Deadline for November 20 issue is Tue., Nov. 16.

I want to congratulate all of the candidates who ran
for office last Tuesday.  All of them, from the candi-
dates for President of the United States to New York
State Assembly to president of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association, have a dedication to public
service that should be recognized by all of us.  They
all deserve our thanks and our respect.  And now it is
time for those who won to prepare to govern.

I would also like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate Steve Marcus on becoming the newly elected
president of RIRA.  I am sure that we will be work-
ing together on various issues in the coming years.
There is already a history of Steve bringing informa-

tion and requests to
my attention.  It is be-
cause of him that we
now have the hotline
for transportation is-
sues and Island events
(212-308-6608).  That
suggestion made good
sense and was easily
implemented.

Fall is a time for
other changes on the Island as well.  I want to wel-
come Blackwell Management to Roosevelt Island.
They are the new management company for Westview
and Island House.  The phone number for their office
is 212-755-3012 and it is located in the space for-
merly occupied by the Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
in Island House.

I heard that the Halloween parade was once again a
resounding success.  The pictures of the event are
amazing.  It looks like wall-to-wall costumes and fun
on Main Street.  This is definitely one of the best places
to be for Halloween.  I want to thank Doryne Isley
for all of her work on this event.  She really is able to
reach all ages between those who participate and those
who spectate.  I also want to thank all of the mer-

chants who let children trick-or-treat in their estab-
lishments.  I also want to thank all of the people who
took time out of their busy Halloween fun to attend
the naming of the Grandpa Al Lewis Playground.  I
just wish that more children were able to visit our
offices to trick or treat this year.  Also, let us thank
our elected officials who shared the day with us.

In keeping with the tradition of wonderful holiday
traditions on Roosevelt Island, we are going to hold

the second annual
holiday tree light-
ing.  More details
will follow as they
become available,
but we invite ev-
erybody to join us
at this fun event.
There will be re-
freshments and en-
tertainment.  Last
year, the tree in
front of Blackwell
House served as
the Island tree.  The
event will take
place there and
please watch this
column and the
kiosks for more in-
formation.

As winter ap-
proaches we also

are continuing to make street repairs.  As many of
you may have noticed, repair work was done by the
curb at the bottom of the ramp.  We will continue to
try to work with DEP’s schedule to make sure that
everything gets done.  I wish that we could give you
the exact time and date of each repair beforehand,
but again, we are tied to DEP’s availability and sched-
ule.  We will continue to update you on the progress.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to pause and
honor our veterans.  I ask everyone to reflect for just
a minute this Veterans Day on the sacrifices that our
servicemen and women have made over the genera-
tions and continue to make today.

This is my last column as RIRA president.  Techni-
cally, as you read this page, I have assumed my new
title as past-president, a post of comparable impor-
tance to a steering wheel on a billy goat.  The Com-
mon Council now belongs to the Class of 2004 under
the leadership of Steve Marcus and Margie Smith,
and I hope you will support them.  However, as I write
this, I do so with the authority you gave me two years
ago by electing me your president.

I wrote my first column for the November 17, 2000
issue and, at that time, said, “In future columns…I

will use this ‘bully
pulpit’ to report on
meetings of the
Common Council
as well as my inter-
actions with the Is-
land, City and State
officials, and orga-
nizations that affect
our lives.  Will my
writing be biased,
opinionated and

subjective?  Y’betcha!”  I think that I may safely say
that I satisfied these self-imposed requirements.
While the communication between RIOC and the
community has certainly improved during the past
year, I believe that my successor would be remiss not
to use this avenue of communication, the RIRA Col-
umn in The Main Street WIRE, especially in an envi-
ronment of tight-lipped landlords and developers.
However, I would urge caution; printer’s ink is highly
addictive!

I would be negligent if I did not thank my editor
and my friend, Dick Lutz, for the opportunity to fill
this rag with my blather over the last four years.  He
and his crack crew of proofreaders have repaired my
spelling mistakes and gently steered my tenuous grasp
of grammar, and without ever attempting to impact
the ideas expressed here.  What you have read has
been mine and mine alone, and I’ll happily take the
bravos and brickbats.  By providing and maintaining
a high-quality newspaper on Roosevelt Island, Dick
has underscored and justified our claim that we are a
discrete small town within the heart of the Metropo-
lis, entitled to and capable of a say in our administra-
tion and our future.  I know full well the sacrifices
Dick has made to sustain this newspaper and my re-
spect knows no bounds.  Nor should yours.

While I’m in a thankful mood, I must thank George
Reither and Mark Chipman, Election Committee and
Nominations Committee chairs respectively, for pro-
ducing a world-class and irrefutable election.  And a
big bravo! to Joyce Mincheff and the volunteers who
worked for weeks prior to Election Day, as well as
sixteen hours at the school on November 2, to mount
this Herculean effort.

A RIOC Director asked me if I thought the sturm
und drang of two terms as president and eight years
on the Common Council was worth it.  I told him that
the work was unremitting, the confrontations often
unpleasant, the successes few and far between, and
the failures frustrating, and that I wouldn’t trade the
last four years for anything.  Had I not ruffled some
feathers and possibly made some enemies, I wouldn’t
have been doing my job.  During the first RIRA de-
bate in 2000, a prescient questioner asked me how
much time I would devote to the task.  Ruffled, I an-
swered, “As much time as it takes.”  Little did I know
how many hours every week that would entail!

I’ve been privileged to work with a group of smart,
selfless, energetic, innovative, imaginative, and dedi-
cated people on the
Common Council
and in the commu-
nity who have
transformed the
Residents Associa-
tion and the quality
of life on Roosevelt
Island.  You know
who you are.  I’ve
always felt that
RIRA wasn’t about
the Council meet-
ings, the constitu-
tion, or the motions
and resolutions – it
was always about
the work.  Some
people were al-
ways available to
roll up their sleeves
and get their hands
dirty; others never volunteered their time, and they
know who they are.

Finally I want to thank you for your kind words,
your feedback on Island issues and on my column,
and for caring about Roosevelt Island.  I still don’t
understand how a planned community, so carefully
designed for social equality, economic diversity, and
architectural excellence could be so screwed up po-
litically, but it is.  If this Roosevelt Island community
is to survive without being gentrified into oblivion,
we will all have to do a great deal of caring, paying
attention, and working to make a difference.

I’ve given my Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations a
workout over the last four years, but I’ll end with a
quote from another source, Ron Chernow’s excellent
biography of Alexander Hamilton.  Upon leaving the
office of Secretary of the Treasury in 1795, Hamilton
said:

“Congratulate me, my good friends, for I am no
longer a public man.”



Halloween Again, and Everybody Gets to Be the Some



ebody Else of Their (or Their Folks’) Choice for a Day

Photos:
Vicki Feinmel
Maria Figueroa
Linda Heimer
Paul Katz
Andrea Morandeira
Amy Richmond
and Website NYC10044 nyc10044.com

Thanks to
Roosevelt Island
Housing
Management for
supporting
The WIRE’s
publication of color
coverage of
Halloween 2004
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OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

It’s Apple Season!
We have a wide selection of
varieties awaiting you every

Saturday morning this fall, along
with cider perfect for the season.
Come on out for the vegetables

and other fruits, too.

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

GENERAL PRACTICE LAW

PERSONAL INJURY
Automobile Accidents
Slip & Fall / All Injuries

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
Custody, Child Support, Visitation
Maintenance / Property Distribution
Agreements – Separation / Pre-Nuptial
Adoptions

CRIMINAL LAW
Felonies, Misdemeanors
Violations & DWI

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028  •  Cell 917-539-6415

WILLS, TRUSTS, ESTATES
Probate & Intestate Proceedings
Guardianships, Power of Attorney
Living Wills, Health Care Proxies

BUSINESS LAW
Buy / Sell Businesses; Litigation
Partnerships & Incorporations
Contracts, Agreements, Leases

REAL ESTATE
Residential Closings
Co-op, Condo, Home

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant

MINERVA
CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
• Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring
• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
• Storage Available
• Draperies & All Household Items

• Free Pick-up and Delivery
• Concierge Or To Your Door
• Storage Available
• Complimentary Laundry Bag
• Convenient Monthly Billing
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101
TEL:  718-729-4566 • FAX:  718-729-4344
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THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

Monday-Friday
11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch Special – $8.95
Pastas, Burgers, Specialty Wings

Dinner Specials
5 PM - 7 PM

Early-Bird Special – $11.95
Soup or salad, dinner, & coffee

Saturday-Sunday
Noon-4 PM

Special Brunch Menu – $14.95
All you can drink Mimosas,

Bloody Marys, or Champagne

Happy Hour Every Day, 4 - 8 PM
Drink Specials

$3 Domestic Drafts & Bottles
$4 Import Draft & Bottles

$4 Mixed Drinks

THE BLUE ROOM
1140 2nd Avenue at 60th Street

opposite the Tram station

212-688-4344

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

There Is Life...
... after elections.  The post-mortems will
continue, and from an adjacent booth in

Trellis you may hear the occasional
gnashing of teeth.  But, gradually, the

subjects will cross-fade into the matters
of concern in life on Roosevelt Island.

We know...  We’ve seen it before.
Whatever the topic at your table, we’re
happy to see you at Trellis, and ready
with an extensive menu designed to

please every taste.  Come on by.
See you at Trellis.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 212-753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

–Zagat survey
Superior Thai cooking

–Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
– We deliver to Roosevelt Island –

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0843

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted
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We intend to raise global citizens

With your Sponsorship…

…and a few good role models…

JOIN US:  ORPHANS INTERNATIONAL THIRD ANNUAL BENEFIT
The Yale Club, Monday, Nov. 15, 2004, 6-9 pm

50 Vanderbilt Avenue adjacent Grand Central Station

Tickets $100, $500, $1,000; hors d’oeuvres & cash bar
Cultural performances by the U.N. Singers and from Bali, Guyana,

Haiti, India, the Philippines, Peru, Sulawesi & Togo expected.
Acknowledgments from Mike Bloomberg, Bill Clinton,

Hillary Clinton, Walter Cronkite, Fernando Ferrer, Virginia Fields,
Pete Grannis, Carolyn Maloney, Gifford Miller & Charlie Rangel expected.
www.oiww.org; 540 Main St. #418, NYC; info@oiww.org; (212) 755-7285.

Pictured above are some of our children in Indonesia, many sponsored by
Roosevelt Islanders.  Sponsorship opportunities at $600/year or $50/month exist

for some of these children as well as future children in Guyana, Haiti & Togo.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY SUPERIOR VISION SERVICES, MEDCO HEALTH SOLUTIONS & AETNA.

Robert Esther Stenly Anggi Fauzon

Sonny Rizky Stevanly Elsi Andre


