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Site Clearing Under Way for
Octagon Apartments Project

Jennifer M. Jones is now on the
job as chief of operations at
Blackwell Management (managing
Island House and Westview for the
Sheldrake Organization), with an
office in the former Day Nursery
quarters at 545 Main Street.  Phone
there is 212-755-3012; her e-mail
address is JJones@BlackwellMgmt.com.
A Certified Property Manager
(CPM) and Registered Apartment
Manager (RAM), she�s a veteran of
15 years with R.Y. Management
and for the last eight years, for that
company, managed Concourse
Village in the Bronx.  Blackwell
Management is a subsidiary of the
Sheldrake Organization, which is
becoming a partner of Charles
Lucido in ownership of the
buildings, with plans to privatize.

Happy Thanksgiving to All from the Staff of The WIRE

by Dick Lutz
Octagon Park has been cleared

of the majority of its trees, under-
growth, and stone left over from
construction of a century and a half
ago in preparation for construction
of the Octagon Apartments project.
As of Tuesday afternoon, trees re-
mained only at the eastern and
western edges of the tract.  Fixtures
and fences were being removed
from the tennis courts.

The pre-construction activity is
going forward under approvals
granted by the Board of Directors
of the Roosevelt Island Operating

Corporation (RIOC), despite an
advisory referendum vote against
the project in this month�s Resi-
dents Association (RIRA) election.
In that balloting, 83% of residents
who voted expressed their views by
calling on the State Legislature to
keep the 2002 Roosevelt Island
Open Spaces Law as is � not to
amend it to permit the Octagon
project.

RIOC�s outside counsel, Steven
Kass, maintains that the project
complies with the Open Spaces
law.  Contesting that view, most
notably, is Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, who originated the legis-
lative language which ultimately
became the Open Spaces Law.
Grannis says Kass met with him to
propose a change in the law, which
says, �...no further development or
construction for other than park
purposes shall be permitted on any
real property which is identified as
open space areas in the General
Development Plan... unless such
development includes the recon-
struction... of the historic land-
marks located in such open space
areas and furthers the use of the
areas surrounding the historic land-
marks as open space areas.�

The Octagon tower, the only re-
maining part of the City�s �Pauper
Lunatic Asylum� designed by

Alexander Jackson Davis, is
landmarked.  RIOC and Mayor
Michael Bloomberg agreed to an
amendment of the General Devel-
opment Plan (GDP) for the Octa-
gon Apartments.  These facts, com-
bined with a potential argument
over the intended meaning of the
2002 law, set the stage for a pos-
sible legal battle over the apart-
ments project.

The project would create more
than 500 apartments, restore the
Octagon landmark, and provide
RIOC with an $11 million shot of
revenue.

Bruce Becker, whose firm de-
signed the project with its adaptive
reuse of the Octagon structure, said
on Thursday that once construction
is under way, �It�s about a two-year
project.�  Responding to a question
about the advisory referendum vote
against changing the law for the
project, he said, �Our position is
that the law shouldn�t be changed,
and doesn�t need to be changed for
this project.  There�s no point in
changing the law.�

The RIOC Board voted to go
forward with the project, with the
exception of resident member
Mark Ponton, under Kass�s advice
that all required elements were in
place for the project.  The Board
subsequently urged the community
not to sue to prevent the construc-
tion, saying costly litigation would
drain dollars from RIOC�s budget
to the detriment of other needed
uses for the funds.

Thus far, no community group or
individual has started a suit, but
The WIRE has learned that one is
being contemplated by a group of
residents.

Another resident, former RIRA
Common Councilmember Karen
Stewart (wife of RIOC Board
member Patrick Stewart, who has
cast repeated votes for the project),
decried the project in an advocacy
article for The WIRE�s pre-election
issue (nyc10044.com/wire/2504/
wire2504.html), writing, �In order to
build this development, the
Roosevelt Island Open Spaces Law
will have to undergo formal
amendment in the Legislature.  It
is for us, the residents of Roosevelt

The Octagon Tower was framed by construction equipment Tuesday
afternoon as site clearing progressed.  More photos, page 6, and in color
on Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.

by Erik Kriss in Albany
Roosevelt Island will have a new

State Senator in January, and José
M. Serrano�s victory is part of what
many see as a changing tide that
could give Democrats control of
the State Senate before the end of
the decade.

Serrano�s victory over Demo-
crat-turned-Republican Senator
Olga Mendez on November 2 was
one of at least three Democratic
pickups of formerly Republican
seats in the 62-member Senate.

If Democrats win a fourth � the
still-undecided race between the
incumbent Yonkers Republican
Nicholas Spano and Democrat
Andrea Stewart-Cousins � they
will have cut the Republicans� 38-
24 majority to 34-28.

With Democratic enrollment in-

Democrats Gained in Albany;
So Now, What About Reform?

creasing statewide, especially
Downstate, many political observ-
ers see the party�s ascendance as
inevitable.

And tactitians note that in two
years, when seats for the State Leg-
islature are up again, the Demo-
cratic party will likely have two
major vote-getters heading their
statewide ticket:  U.S. Senator
Hillary Rodham Clinton running
for re-election, and Attorney Gen-

eral Eliot Spitzer running for gov-
ernor.  Popular national and state-
wide candidates tend to draw their
party�s base voters to the polls,
helping party candidates running
for lower offices such as State
Senator.

Plus, the Democrats� three- or
four-seat pickup in the Senate is ex-
pected to level the playing field in
the all-important war for campaign

Islanders

Dream � An Atlantic Crossing;
Means � A 21-Foot Boat, Solo

Briefly...
Tomorrow (Sunday) a Panel

Discussion on Prospects for Re-
form in Albany is being offered
by Rep. Carolyn Maloney at the
NYU Medical Center, at 10:30
a.m., with the Island�s State Sena-
tor-Elect José Serrano, Senator Liz
Krueger, and Assemblymember
Scott Stringer.  (See ComingUp,
page 3.)

The Trust for Public Land has
scheduled final presentation of a
plan for Southpoint Park for
Thursday evening, December 9, in
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Parking Arrangements poten-
tially useful for the holidays:  Cen-
tral Parking sells books of coupons
for reduced-rate guest parking at
Motorgate � $65 for ten six-hour
passes, $130 for ten 24-hour
passes.  Call 212-321-7500 for in-
formation.

Island organizations and busi-
nesses are asked to check their con-
tact information on The WIRE�s
Contact Sheet at http://
nyc10044.com/contacts.html and
provide any changes or updates to
phones, hours, and other informa-
tion.  The WIRE will republish the
list in the near future.

by Kenneth Paul
With only a little irony apparent,

the Brittany native Louis Mauffrier
speaks of his �American Dream�
� to squeeze his lanky frame into
an awkward, small and dank space,
subsist for a month on a diet of
water and dried, irradiated food,
and sleep for but a half-hour at a
time.

The jail this Frenchman wants to
break into is a 21-foot sailboat
crossing the Atlantic Ocean from
France to Brazil, in a biennial sail,
the Mini-Transat 650, three years
from now.  He doesn�t care about
winning the race, he emphasizes,

only about finishing it.
Mauffrier, 39, with his wife,

Pascale, and their children, Lucien,
11, and Antoine, 6, lives in an
apartment, appropriately, on River
Road.  They�ve been in the States
for three years.  He works as sales
representative of a European
cheese concern.

Great-grandson of the captain of
a three-master, Mauffrier describes
himself as �a sailing guy.�  It was
during the 2003 Mini-Transat 650
last October that he decided to en-
ter the 2007 race.

The trans-Atlantic sail spans
4,250 nautical miles, from La
Rochelle to Salvador de Bahia, via
Lanzarote in the Canaries.  About
70 boats enter.  The race gets its
name from the length limit of the
solo craft:  6.5 meters.  The boats
can be only 3 meters wide.  After
30 days alone on board one of
them, a microscopic Manhattan
studio apartment would seem pa-
latial.

Before he can sail in the race,
Mauffrier must build his boat.  In
Newport, Rhode Island, he and two
Americans, Drew Wood and Katy
Ambach, pooled resources and en-
ergy, and last July, using a high-
tech and lightweight unidirectional
carbon skin, they started crafting
the hull of the first of three inno-
vative sailboats.

The hull is constructed as a sort
of foam-on-carbon club sandwich.
The 11-meter mast is nearly twice
as long as the boat, and the 10-
meter Dacron sails offer a surface
area of 114 square meters � �a
monster.�  The result of the state-
of-the-art design, Mauffrier says,
is that heading downwind the craft
will achieve speeds of up to 25
knots as it literally flies above the
water on a layer of air, as kind of a
sailing micro-hovercraft.  Upwind,
it can move at perhaps five knots.
�You can�t go faster than the wave

See Albany, page 8

See Mauffrier, page 9 See Octagon, page 6
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The WIRE  letters to the editor, to the community, and

to/from officials.  Publication on a Name Withheld basis will be con-
sidered, but the writer �s name, address, and phone number must be
provided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anony-
mously are not considered for publication.

Preferred submission: E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail format preferred, or attach a file created using any
common wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files containing
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531 Main Street.  Clearly handwritten letters will be considered if brief,
but we are not able to take telephone dictation of letters.  Letters are
subject to acceptance and to possible editing for length and clar-
ity.  Recommended maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will
be considered if their content merits the required space.

The Public Safety Blotter for November 1-14
is now available on Website NYC10044 at

nyc10044.com/wire/2506/blot2506.html.

Letters deadline
for December 4 issue:
Tuesday, November 30

After deadline, letters will be considered
on a space available basis.

Bimal Parekh
Area Manager
Central Parking
360 W 31st Street
New York, NY 10001
Dear Mr. Parekh:

Please consider this letter as a formal complaint against an employee
of Central Parking regarding a terrible and dangerous incident this past
Saturday evening.  When I parked on level 6A, I walked to the elevator
with my guests, who included my elderly sister who has a problem walk-
ing stairs.  We rang for the elevator, which after many repeated attempts
for over 20 minutes did not come.  My niece and I had to help her down
two flights of very slippery and steep steps.

When we got to level 4, where the Motorgate office is, I went to the
office to report the problem and request assistance for my sister.  I
knocked on the window, as there was no attendant in sight.  After a few
minutes of knocking on the window, a tall African-American male who
was wearing a white shirt and Central Parking Cap, started screaming at
me. He was nasty, abusive, and used obscenities because I dared to knock
on the window!

This is the worst of several scenarios with your personnel.  For ex-
ample, before the Passover holiday in April, when the elevators and
escalators were out of service and I was returning with a shopping wagon
full of groceries which were too heavy to take down the slippery, steep
stairs, I finally made it down to the office.  I told the attendant on duty
about the elevators out of service and, instead of offering to call Roosevelt
Island Public Safety for help, he said, �What do you want me to do,
carry your packages?�

The demeanor and attitude of your personnel is despicable.  I remind
you that their salary comes from my monthly fee and therefore I should
not be treated so disrespectfully.  Further, while I understand that me-
chanical systems are sometimes unreliable, the fact that these employ-
ees think that it is OK to treat their paying customers with disrespect is
totally unacceptable.  Further, I am making you a promise that if any of
your employees ever opens a mouth to me like this individual did on
Saturday night, especially when there was a potential for a life-threaten-
ing emergency involving an elderly woman, I will stop at nothing to
have that employee arrested for reckless endangerment, and bring a law-
suit against your company.  As a matter of fact, I have not ruled out such
an action regarding this incident.

In the meantime, I trust that this problem employee will be removed
from this garage and that you will work with RIOC to get those eleva-
tors repaired, as well as implement a training program with your em-
ployees on how to provide assistance to your paying customers.

Imagine if you will that when I knocked on that window I was trying
to report an accident or life-threatening emergency requiring assistance.
By the way, I seemed to be interrupting a pas-de-deux between that
employee and a young lady with whom he was engaged in a very merry
conversation.

I can also tell you that I am hereby putting RIOC and Central Parking
on notice that the elevators and escalators must be properly repaired
immediately.  I understand that there were several stalled attempts to
engage elevator consultants and go to contract on these repairs. How-
ever, the problem continues, and nothing has been done about the prob-
lem because RIOC keeps citing lack of funding.  I can also tell you that
if need be, I will work with the Residents Association to initiate legal
action to force RIOC to get those elevators and escalators repaired im-
mediately.  I can tell you that if my elderly sister had a heart attack
because of this situation, it would have cost RIOC one hell of a lot more
to compensate my family than it would cost to fix these mechanical
systems.

Raye G. Schwartz
Copies:  Herb Berman, President, RIOC; Mary Beth Labate, DHCR;

Steve Marcus, President, Roosevelt Island Residents Association; The
Main Street WIRE; Community Board 8; Gifford Miller, Speaker, City
Council; Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
To RIOC President Herb Berman:

I have been a resident of Roosevelt Island for over
25 years and, like many of my fellow Islanders, have
witnessed and complained about the deteriorating
conditions of the Island, often citing Motorgate as a
prime example of neglectful management. Motorgate
has become so deplorable that I feel compelled to
speak out. Therefore, I am writing to you regarding
RIOC�s responsibility and complicity in this matter.

Motorgate is the gateway to the Island for anyone
arriving by car. If one is to generalize, based on this
first impression, one would conclude that Roosevelt
Island is a slum. Ironically, Southtown housing is
currently being marketed to a high-end, luxury clien-
tele. It would seem that for all parties concerned,
RIOC should make every effort to upgrade Motorgate
as part of an overall improvement plan for the Island.

The specific conditions I am referring to are:
1.  Permanent malfunction of the escalators
2.  Frequent breakdowns of one or both of the el-

evators
3.  The shabby condition of the elevators (ripped

linoleum, dirty walls, sagging and dirty light covers).
4.  Building walls with crumbling cement and pock

marked with large holes
5.  Dirty windows, pipes, and staircases through-

out the facility
6.  Unswept, filthy floors
7.  Stairwells that smell of urine
8.  Abandoned cars allowed to remain in the garage

for months at a time
9.  Numerous break-ins; lack of adequate security

including security cameras
We Islanders have no alternative other than

Motorgate for parking our cars. With a maximum of
40 minutes of street parking and no other parking fa-
cility on the Island, we are held captive by a dysfunc-
tional system totally controlled by RIOC. For years
RIOC has collected parking fees without requiring
their vendor, Edison Parking and now Central Park-
ing Systems (CPS), to meet even minimum standards
of maintenance, repair, and security.

Regarding RIOC�s current relationship with CPS, I
have the following questions:

1.  What is the time frame for this contract?
2.  What are the standards that CPS must meet to

maintain their contract?
3.  What sanctions, such as terminating the con-

tract, can RIOC impose if standards are not met?
4.  What oversight does RIOC conduct to assure

that CPS delivers appropriate services?
5.  Was there competitive bidding upon securing

CPS as the vendor and does competitive bidding take
place each time the contract is renewed?

It is my sincere hope that you will take this matter
seriously. As President of RIOC, you, as well as your
entire board, are responsible for carefully managing
the hard-earned dollars we residents pay to your fa-
cility for parking. We expect, and are entitled to, a
higher standard of maintenance, repair, and security
than what we have received to date.

Without an appropriate response and follow through
from you, it may be necessary for the residents of
Roosevelt Island to take a stand and demand that con-
ditions in Motorgate improve by withholding our
parking fees.

I look forward to your reply.
Sheila Chazin

To the Editor:
It is an axiom in sports that the team making the

fewest mistakes usually wins.  What mistakes did the
Democrats make in the campaign?

�  The Candidate:  John Kerry is a liberal from
Massachusetts.  The last successful candidate with
that profile was John F. Kennedy and that was 44 years
ago.  The nation has moved on.  Ronald Reagan made
�liberal� a dirty word.  In the heartland, so many �lib-
eral� candidates have gone down to defeat in recent
years that one would think the Democratic Party
would have gotten the message, especially after the
defeat of Michael Dukakis in 1988.  Bill Clinton broke
the pattern by insisting he was a moderate.  Jimmy
Carter was from the South and seen as a moderate.
Liberal candidates from the Northeast may have ap-
peal in New York and California and some support in
the Upper Midwest, but in the rest of the country, they
are looked upon with grave suspicion and distrust.

�  John Edwards:  Part of the Democratic strategy
was to enroll young first-time voters and to win their
votes with a young and energetic vice-presidential
candidate.  Unfortunately, Edwards�s public pro-
nouncements were an immediate embarrassment, and
he all but disappeared from the campaign trail until
late, when he surfaced to assail Dick Cheney and his
wife for opposing gay marriage even though they had
a lesbian daughter.  John Kerry could not bring him-
self to apologize for this gratuitous attack and sick-
ened a great many Americans.

�  The Direct Message:  Undecided voters sifting
through the statements of Senator Kerry during the
primary campaign and after his nomination must have
been bewildered looking for a consistent theme other
than opposition to everything President Bush had done
in the past three and a half years.

�  The Image:  The first time I saw a photograph of
Senator Kerry windsurfing and wearing Spandex
shorts, I knew he had not a clue as to how to establish
a link with the average American.  John Kennedy had
a standing rule that he was not to be photographed
playing golf, reasoning that most people regarded golf
as a rich playboy�s activity.  Kerry, already suffering
from the stigma of managing to marry not one but
two heiresses, was so tone deaf that he thought
windsurfing in the Caribbean and snowboarding in
Colorado would win him votes.  Later, he made a
transparent attempt to portray himself as a man of the
people by going goose hunting and throwing around
a football.  But in a long Presidential campaign, vot-
ers have full opportunity to take the measure of a can-
didate.  Kerry, an elitist from wealth and influence
who married wealth and influence, should have been
satisfied with that persona.

�  The Indirect Message:  This was delivered by
celebrities who flocked to Kerry�s side and the causes
they espoused.  Clinton became enamored of the Hol-
lywood crowd, but we all knew he was an actor at
heart who chased women with all the diligence of a
Hollywood producer.  John Kerry wanted to work both
sides of the street.  He would personally appeal to
intellectual liberals with his �nuanced� approach to
problems, while his celebrity friends would win over
the Oprah crowd.  Michael Moore got a prominent
place at the convention.  So did Al Sharpton.  Voters
saw Democrats fawning over a multi-millionaire �man
of the people� who had made his fortune and reputa-
tion impugning American traditions, and a Brooklyn
street hustler fond of opportunities to traduce our po-
lice and courts.  The message?  Profound contempt
for average Americans and the way we lead our lives.
While Senator Kerry was attempting to establish com-
mon ground with the voters in the middle, his celebrity
spokespeople were sneering at values most American
hold dear.

�  The Strategy:  The Democratic Party has be-
come the captive of its left wing.  They rejected Dick
Gephardt and Joe Lieberman, men of sense and honor
who would have brought integrity to the campaign.
Democrats turned to Senator Kerry after Howard
Dean, darling of the Far Left, scared the pants off
everyone else in the party.  Kerry was seen as hold-
ing on to the Dean supporters while winning over the
moderates.  Pulled two ways, he was forced into un-
tenable positions to keep the leftists in line, then
moved away from them to appeal to the moderates.
This was the root cause of the inconsistencies in
Kerry�s campaign.  Was he for the war in Iraq or op-
posed to it?  Kerry could point to votes in the Senate
that answered �yes� to both parts of that question.
And so it went on question after question, trying to
appeal to two disparate parts of the party and elector-
ate.

Will the Democrats learn anything from this de-
feat?  On the past record, one must be skeptical.  But
it can be done.  Tony Blair forced the Labor Party to
break the socialistic mold in which the party had been
held since the days of Clement Attlee.  That is what it
will take for the Democratic Party to separate itself
from its lunatic fringe and rejoin the mainstream � an

articulate moderate who can make a persuasive case
for liberal causes modified by common sense.  For
the sake of the two-party system and for the good of
America, let us hope it happens.

Jim Baehler
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The
RIRA
Column

� This Weekend �
Panel Discussion:  Winds of Change � Prospects for

Reform in Albany, Sun., Nov. 21, 10:30 a.m., NYU Medi-
cal Center, 530-550 First Avenue at 31st Street; follow signs
for classroom A on basement level.  State Senator Liz
Krueger (Chair, Democratic Senatorial Campaign Commit-
tee), Assemblymember Scott Stringer (Sponsor of reform
legislation), State Senator-Elect José Serrano (who repre-
sents Roosevelt Island); introduced by Rep. Carolyn
Maloney.  Additional information:  212-987-5516.

Gallery RIVAA Exhibit �
Posters by Rafal Olbinski,
Saturdays and Sundays
through Dec. 5, 11-5 (also
Wednesdays and Fridays,
6-9), Gallery RIVAA, 527
Main Street.  Sponsored by
RIVAA and Poland-USA
Promotion.

� The Coming Week �
Toastmasters Open House Meeting, Mon., Nov. 22, 7:30

p.m., Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street.  Visitors welcome.
Additional information:  212-751-9577.

Roy Eaton plays Chopin�s Prelude in G, Wed., Nov. 24,
10-11 p.m., WQXR (FM 96.3).

� Future Events �
Residents Association Common Council Meeting,

Wed., Dec. 1, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Open.  An opportunity for members of the public to speak
is available early near the start of the meeting.

The Main Street WIRE � First holiday issue in two weeks:
Sat., Dec. 4.  (To receive e-mail bulletins between issues,
send an �Add Me�
message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)
Deadlines:  Advertis-
ing in the paper, Fri-
day, Nov. 26; decision
on fliers for The Bag,
Mon., Nov. 29; inserts
due Thur., Dec. 2.  Future issues:  Dec. 18 (second holiday
issue).  In 2005:  Jan. 8, 22; Feb. 5, 19; Mar. 5, 19; Apr. 2,
16, 30; May 14; June 4, 18; July 2, 30; Aug. 27; Sept. 10,
24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17.  Phone/fax for news,
212-826-9055/755-2540; urgent matters 917-617-0449.
Phone/fax for display and classified advertising placement
and information, 212-751-8214/755-2540. To list your
organization�s Island-related event in this column, please
e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave
it, addressed to The WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street;
provide a telephone number for follow-up questions.  There
is no charge for such listings.

Annual Bazaar of the Roosevelt Island Jewish Congre-
gation, Sun., Dec. 5, 10:00-4:00, Cultural Center, 548 Main
Street.

Southpoint Park Meeting, Thur., Dec. 9, 7:00 p.m.,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Final presentation of the
Trust for Public Land�s plans for Southpoint Park.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Dec. 13,
8:00 p.m.  Visitors welcome.  Additional information:
212-751-9577.

Senior Center
Monday

10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd

Language
10:30, Blood Pressure

Screening
12:30, �Oldies� Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Begin-

ners)
Tuesday

10:00, Computers
10-11, Dance & Relax
1:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers� Bus
12:30, Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

12:30, Movie
1:00, Drawing with

Pastels
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
6:00, Dance & Relax
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sat., Nov. 20, 6:00, RISA

Annual Dinner
Thur-Fri., Nov. 25-26,

Center closed
Tue., Nov. 30, RISA Las

Vegas trip
Sun., Dec. 18, 6:00,

Holiday Party
Fri., Dec. 31, 8:00, New

Year�s Eve Party

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

The
RIOC
Column
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Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

I�d like to kick off my first column as RIRA president
with some words of thanks, particularly to Dick Lutz, for
his years of work in making a newspaper available to the
entire community,  and for his willingness to publish a regu-
lar RIRA column.  WIRE revenues seldom exceed expenses,
and Dick publishes this paper as a gift to his neighbors.
Also thanks to Matt Katz for his fine leadership of RIRA
over the past four years.  Matt has worked tirelessly to se-
cure every possible benefit for the residents,  with consid-
erable success.  Thanks
also to you, as voters, for
putting your trust in me to
represent your interests.

I�d like to devote these
first few columns to an
overview of what RIRA
does, and a pitch for your
participation, since expe-
rience shows that com-
munities with vocal and
active resident associations are �the squeaky wheel that gets
the grease.�

Our first sessions at RIRA will be devoted to discussing
goals and directions, and to form the working committees
to achieve those ends.  It is apparent from the referenda
results that the Island strongly supports a permanent home
for the Youth Center in former Lilies School quarters, and
strongly  opposes construction on our open spaces around
the Octagon ruin.  Islanders want to see improvements in
Public Safety and in the way the Island is maintained.  I
will be encouraging the Common Council to do what we
can to deal with these issues.

The message I want to stress to all of the residents is that,
with your participation, you can make this a better place to
live.  The RIRA Common Council needs to hear your ideas
and complaints, and also needs your expertise and elbow
grease.  You can call or e-mail to me or to your building
representative your ideas and complaints.  The bulk of the
work in RIRA is done in committees,  in which all residents
may participate.  Our committees are currently established
as Communications, Government Relations, Housing, Is-
land Services, Legal Action, Planning, Public Safety, and
Social, Cultural and Educational Services.  These are the
groups that will address all the issues that we�ve identified,
hopefully with your help.  If you have a special knowledge
or area of interest please let us know, and we�ll get you in
touch with the proper committee chair. I�d like to briefly
run through some of the issues that each committee will be
dealing with.

The Island Services committee keeps a �punch list� of
conditions on the Island that are hazardous and/or in need
of repair.  This list includes broken sidewalks, potholes,
faulty street lights, numerous items in Motorgate (faulty
elevators/escalators,  leaks and cracks,  lack of security or
cameras), and lots more.  In future columns we�ll discuss
plans by the Communications Committee to permit residents
to view this list on the internet, and even to add their own
issues.  Until then, if you know of problems, please let me
know,  and if you can e-mail me a digital picture, we�ll pass
it on to the RIOC maintenance staff, and follow-up on the
remedy.

Public Safety has long been a sore point among many
residents, as the referendum results on this point underscore.
Accordingly, a Public Safety Committee has been formed
by RIRA.  RIOC has frequently said that this perception is
worse than the reality.  I don�t think residents can fairly

evaluate how Public Safety operates without a clear idea of
what its responsibilities and obligations are.  This has been
called a �Mission Statement� by some, but I find that term a
bit lofty.  For starters, I just think PSD management should
provide to the community a basic list of 3 or 4 pages on
what they believe are their responsibilities.  Such a list will
serve to focus the discussion into two general areas � are
the PSD officers �just following orders� and do the orders
best serve the needs of the community?  I hope that the
Public Safety Committee can get some movement on this
issue, not with the intention of telling PSD management
how to fight crime or keep the peace, but for them to tell the
community what priorities they assign to various tasks.  Resi-
dents may feel that certain items should be added or re-
moved from such a list, or that tasks should be given a higher
or lower priority, and I think that it�s a reasonable discus-
sion to have.  But first, let�s get a basic list of responsibili-
ties.

We are fortunate to have two representatives, Gifford
Miller, our City Councilmember, and Pete Grannis, our State
Assemblymember, who work hard for Roosevelt Island and
take our needs seriously.  The Government Relations Com-
mittee is charged with maintaining contact with these folks
and others in government who can further our interests.  In
the last year, the committee met with José Serrano, our newly
elected State Senator.  He�s assured us that he, too, will work
with RIRA, and I hope this is the start of a long friendship.

The Housing Commit-
tee should have an event-
ful period, with the
privatization of
Eastwood, Westview, and
Island House.  I hope that
the building committees
of these buildings will
take a very active part in
educating and mobilizing
their residents; RIRA
stands ready to assist
them in this effort.

Social, Cultural and
Educational Services is
the fund-raising and hu-
manitarian wing of
RIRA.  We�ve had dances
and movies in the past
and, while I hope we
don�t have any of the mis-
fortunes that prompted
previous community

drives, RIRA will do its best to help neighbors in need.
Legal Action is another fundraising committee � but di-

rected only for lawsuits to protect our interests.  This com-
mittee also deals with legal strategies and liaises with attor-
neys.  It may be active in responding to loss of open spaces
at Octagon Park.

Finally, issues about Island infrastructure, emergency pre-
paredness, parks and promenades, and commercial space
are addressed by the Planning Committee.  If you have a
particular interest in Southpoint Park, you may want to join
this committee.

To repeat, RIRA meetings and committees are open to all
residents. The Common Council meets in the lower level of
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd at 8:00 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month. If you�re able, come observe a
meeting and, if you like, speak during the public session,

I am happy to announce that Thursday, December 9, has
been selected for the second annual holiday tree lighting on
Roosevelt Island.  We are working with the Youth Center,

several of the housing man-
agement companies, and the
merchants association to
make this event special.  We
welcome any suggestions.
More details will follow.

Later that same evening
(7:00 p.m.) the Trust for Pub-
lic Land will hold a public
meeting at Good Shepherd to
present the preferred site

plan for Southpoint.  They will be accepting comments at
that time and they look forward to everyone�s participation.
I urge everyone who is interested to attend and I look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Land clearance has also begun at the open space at the
other end of the Island.  As many of you may have seen,
preparation work has begun on the Octagon site.  When
that project is complete, there will be parkland at the north-
ern end of the Island that is accessible to all.

A recent edition of Time Out New York focused on that
northern end of the Island.  The issue, which focuses on the
best places for kids in New York City, says that Roosevelt
Island is fun for children for about three hours.  (This was
one of the longest spans out of any place in the City, includ-
ing parks and skating rinks!)  The article goes on to say
that, after getting off the Tram, people should head north to
the gothic lighthouse and stop at the statue of The Marriage
of Real Estate and Money in the river near Manhattan Park.

More media attention was focused on Roosevelt Island
when the episode of Fear Factor that was taped in New
York City was aired last week.  Segments were taped at the
Tram, in Times Square, and by the Statue of Liberty.  The

Tram segment opened the show and was by far the longest,
lasting for almost a full half-hour.  The fact that it was the
100th episode and that it was filmed in locations throughout
the City also attracted some local newspaper attention.  They
all mentioned the excitement generated by the Tram segment.

The Renwick Ruin at the southern end has also attracted
outside attention recently.  We have been approached by a
group of young architects that would like to use Renwick

as the model for a theo-
retical ideas competition.
We do not have many de-
tails yet, but will share
them as soon as they are
available.  This group
sponsored a similar com-
petition last year that at-
tracted international at-
tention.

I want to take just a mo-
ment to thank the driver
of the bus from Coler-
Goldwater that caught
fire last week.  From all
reports, he worked hard
to get all of the passen-
gers, including some
wheelchair passengers,
off the bus and to safety
before the bus was fully
engulfed.  The smoke
from that fire could be

seen in at least three boroughs, and the fact that nobody
was seriously injured really is amazing.

On that note I want to take this opportunity to wish ev-
eryone a very happy and healthy Thanksgiving.  Enjoy the
food and the time that is spent with family and friends.

which is always near the start of the meeting. If you�re not
able to attend but want to get involved anyway, e-mail me
at SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net or give me a ring at 212-486-5733.
Your questions, ideas, suggestions, and offers will always
be welcome.
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ATTORNEY ON

ROOSEVELT ISLAND
Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available � Home visits

GENERAL PRACTICE LAW

PERSONAL INJURY
Automobile Accidents
Slip & Fall / All Injuries

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
Custody, Child Support, Visitation
Maintenance / Property Distribution
Agreements � Separation / Pre-Nuptial
Adoptions

CRIMINAL LAW
Felonies, Misdemeanors
Violations & DWI

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028  �  Cell 917-539-6415

WILLS, TRUSTS, ESTATES
Probate & Intestate Proceedings
Guardianships, Power of Attorney
Living Wills, Health Care Proxies

BUSINESS LAW
Buy / Sell Businesses; Litigation
Partnerships & Incorporations
Contracts, Agreements, Leases

REAL ESTATE
Residential Closings
Co-op, Condo, Home

MINERVA
CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

� Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
� Shirts Laundered
� Expert European Tailoring
� Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
� Storage Available
� Draperies & All Household Items

� Free Pick-up and Delivery
� Concierge Or To Your Door
� Storage Available
� Complimentary Laundry Bag
� Convenient Monthly Billing
� Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street � Long Island City � NY � 11101

TEL:  718-729-4566 � FAX:  718-729-4344

The ROOSEVELT ISLAND
TOASTMASTERS CLUB

invites you to join us
and learn to become

A Better Speaker
A Better Thinker
A Better Listener

...and meet your neighbors

We would like to greet you
at our OPEN-HOUSE meeting,

this Monday (Nov. 22)
at 7:30 p.m.

for refreshments at
GALLERY RIVAA
527 Main Street

Happy Thanksgiving
from

Julie�s Bar
513 Main Street
646-331-3445

Julie�s Bar is available for Christmas
and New Year�s parties, with or

without catering.  Julie�s is small
enough to have a private, intimate

party, or a large party.
Please call in advance.
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Congratulations to the 

MAIN STREET WIRE 
on 25 years of service 

to the community!

The Sheldrake Organization and Blackwell

Management wish to thank the residents of

Westview and Island House for their warm

reception in welcoming us to the Island.

Please take the time to visit your new Property

Manager Jennifer Jones at 545 Main Street,

the former Day Nursery Space.  She can

answer any questions you may have.

Working  together,  we  look  forward  to

a  bright  future  on  this  beautiful  island.
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Island, to speak out strongly through this referen-
dum.�  She wrote, �The building as it was originally
conceived was lovely,� adding, �All of that is his-
tory now.  Taller wings and an extension dwarfing
the Octagon, on-site parking, no affordable hous-
ing...�  The wings have doubled in height from the
original proposal and grown from an L shape to a
modified U or J shape (site plot, below left) with the
addition of a third �wing.�

As for income from the project, Ms. Stewart wrote,
�RIOC needs the income because Governor Pataki
has defaulted on New York State�s responsibility to
Roosevelt Island�s capital expense.  Bad governance

will be rewarded by an income
source from assets [meaning Octa-
gon Park] taken from the gov-
erned.�

Large trees are now mostly gone
from the site�s central area, along
with barbecues, swings, and picnic
tables.  The tennis courts on the east-
ern edge of the site are to be replaced.
Becker said Thursday that because
there will be no parking under the
courts, they can be replaced in time
for summer tennis activities.  On-site
parking has been reduced greatly, ac-
cording to Becker.  �It will no longer
extend under the tennis courts,� he
said Thursday, �but only under the
building and under the courtyard.�

Nobody Hurt  Gasoline burns under this Coler-Goldwater shuttle bus, which was a total loss last week after it
caught fire at a stop sign near the hospital�s north campus.  Everybody got out safely.  The driver told Public
Safety officers that flames shot out from the front of the bus.  Three vehicles in the adjacent parking lot were
also damaged, according to the Public Safety Blotter (nyc10044.com/wire/2506/blot2506.html).

Roosevelt Island-based Orphans International raised about $75,000 in
its fund-raising affair at the Yale Club earlier this week.  Jim Luce, founder
of the organization, received a Congressional Recognition Award through
the office of Rep. Charles Rangel.  Over 350 people participated, and
there were diplomats and performers, including the Sulawesi dancers
above, from Indonesia, Guyana, Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, the
Philippines, Venezuela, and the Dominican Republic.  The organization
received letters of support and proclamations from a long list of officials,
including Senators Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton, Representatives
Rangel and Carolyn Maloney, Mayor Mike Bloomberg, City Council
Speaker Gifford Miller, and Assemblymember Pete Grannis.

Orphans International
Fundraiser Nets $75K

Octagon from page 1

The Octagon Project and How It Grew

Originally presented as a pair of low-profile wings extending south and
west from a restored Octagon Tower (top), the Octagon Apartments project
grew in height, evolving to 13-story towers separated from the tower by
connectors.  As shown in site plot at right, the building�s north-south wing
also acquired an east-west addition.  A parking lot was added under the
tennis courts.

In maps of the Island designating uses of space
under New York State development, an �Ecological
Park� was planned for the portion of the Octagon
Park site that will now be occupied by the
apartment development.  Map above shows west
at the top; diagrams below show north at the top,
as does the aerial photo at right.

Tower

Coler

Baseball

Soccer

Community
Gardens

Tennis
Courts

High-altitude aerial photo, now several years old,
shows elements of Octagon Park in same orientation
as site plot at left.  Trees and undergrowth in the
outlined area were removed this week as part of site-
preparation activity.  Fences and net posts were
removed from the tennis courts.
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& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy
Our O������O��� Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental D !"# we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street � 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every

Saturday at Motorgate

We�re part of

Roosevelt Island�s

Saturday

tradition...  Out in

the air, breathing

deeply � and at the

Farmer�s Market

every Saturday

morning, you�ll

breathe the scents

of fresh fruits and

vegetables from

the Pennsylvania

harvest.  Make us

part of your

Saturday morning

on Roosevelt

Island!

Only the finest:

Apples � all kinds

Pears

Oranges, Lemons

Grapefruit

Tangerines

Bananas

Lettuce

Fresh herbs

Onions

Tomatoes

Broccoli

Asparagus

Potatoes

Cheese

Chicken

Cookies, Cakes, Pies

Special breads

Jams & jellies

prices in the best tradition

of Pennsylvania farms

Thanksgiving Special
Fish, any style (1 lb.) $9.95

Eat-in or deliver
(Good through December 5, 2004)

Thai cuisine... where Thai food stays Thai

We deliver to Roosevelt Island

Tel. 718-545-2874 � 718-545-0743
24-42 Steinway Street, Astoria
7 days a week, noon to 11:00
Major credit cards welcome

www.ThaiRestaurant.US



8 � The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Nov. 20, 2004

From Ubol�s Kitchen to

you and yours...

Happy Thanksgiving and a joyous

beginning of a wonderful holiday season

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident�s discount card

All A$%&'()*% $)&+(A,A $) -$./'.* 0-.,%1

JFK $27 � LGA $12 � Newark $55

On -++ '*2,. 0-.,%1

$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

THE GROG SHOP
605 Main Street

We
specialize

in
wines
from
all

nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.

24-42 Steinway Street � Astoria, NY 11103

Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743
Major credit cards accepted

cash, a war the Senate�s Republican major-
ity has been winning for decades.  Special
interests and lobbyists tend to contribute to
the party in power, but with the Democrats
getting close to retaking the majority, many
big donors are expected to hedge their bets.

The Senate Minority Leader, David Pater-
son of Manhattan, argues that, in the races
in which his party was able to come close to
matching Republicans� spending, Democrats
won, or came close.

The party gave financial backing to
Stewart-Cousins, a Westchester County leg-
islator, and to David Valesky, who exploited
a GOP split Upstate to narrowly win a Syra-
cuse-area seat from Republican Senator Nancy
Larraine Hoffmann, another former Democrat.

More warning signs are on the horizon for
the Republicans, who have used skillful re-
drawing of district lines, the adoption of
some key Democratic issues such as gay
rights and protection of access to abortion
clinics, and the ability to lure former Demo-
crats such as Mendez, Hoffmann, and Pedro
Espada of the Bronx to maintain the Senate
majority they have held since 1966.

A number of Republican senators from
Long Island, Queens, and Staten Island are
expected to retire in the near future. Repub-
lican strategists worry about the lack of ob-
vious GOP successors in those areas and fear
the seats could fall to the Democrats.

What will it mean?
Serrano, for one, sounded a decidedly lib-

eral message after winning his party�s primary
to face Mendez in the general election.

He argued for an increase in the State

minimum wage, reform of what he called
the �harshest in the nation� Rockefeller drug
laws, and a solution to �a housing emer-
gency in our city that is pricing us out of
our community.�  He cited his efforts as a
City Councilman from the South Bronx to
keep libraries open, build affordable housing,
and create more classroom seats in schools.

But Upstate and suburban Democrats tend
to be more conservative, and a Democratic
majority in the Senate would certainly have
to accommodate their views.

Valesky, Stewart-Cousins, and others en-
joyed success this year by campaigning on
promises of legislative reform, claiming a
dysfunctional, leader-driven system is re-
sponsible for 20 straight years of late State
budgets and legislative gridlock on issues
ranging from drug-law reform to cost-cut-
ting changes in New York�s expensive Med-
icaid health care system for the poor.  And
as the political season fades and the gov-
erning season approaches, much of the talk
in Albany is on whether such legislative re-
form will, indeed, happen.

Democrats also expanded their majority
in the State Assembly by one seat, to 104-
46, including the return of Roosevelt
Island�s representative, Alexander �Pete�
Grannis.  And many see Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, as no cham-
pion of legislative reform.

The day after the election, Senate Majority
Leader Joseph Bruno, an Albany-area Repub-
lican, strongly hinted that he would embrace
reform.  �We got the message loud and clear:
the people want change,� Bruno said.  But he
was not clear on the change he favored.

Many State Senate and Assembly candi-
dates promised to push for changes in the
rules of their respective houses, as proposed
by New York University�s Brennan Center for
Justice in a July 21 report that labeled New
York�s the most dysfunctional state govern-
ment in the nation.  Assemblyman Scott
Stringer, D-Manhattan, and 16 of his follow
Assembly Democrats introduced a resolution
calling for the adoption of many of the Brennan
Center proposals.  And Bruno promised to
embrace at least one, which calls for eliminat-
ing his power to prevent any bill from coming
to the floor of the Senate for a vote.

But it was far from clear that Bruno would
be willing to adopt other rules changes.  And,
in blaming the Democratic-controlled As-
sembly for blocking many GOP Senate pro-
posals aimed at reform, Bruno raised the
specter of past fights and finger-pointing that
resulted in legislative paralysis.

Silver, meanwhile, has been relatively si-
lent on the reform issue, asking a �steering
committee� of his loyalists to round up the
reform ideas under discussion in New York
and present them to a meeting of his Demo-
cratic majority.

But what Bruno, Silver, and their col-
leagues do on the issue could have conse-
quences in 2006.  Pollsters and political sci-
entists say voter anger toward State govern-
ment was more palpable this year � and
growing � particularly in the economically
distressed Upstate metropolitan areas of
Buffalo, Rochester, and Syracuse.

Upstate, this year�s campaign featured
everything from the emergence of a turkey
farmer campaigning for the ouster of incum-
bents to the State�s small-business lobby for
the first time aggressively targeting a par-
ticular lawmaker for defeat.

The efforts of Mark Bitz, president of the
Syracuse-area Plainville Turkey Farms op-
eration, won widespread media coverage.
Bitz created an anti-Albany web site,
www.freenys.org, in which he presented a
well-documented case of how the State had
failed the Upstate economy, a failure he said
led him to consider selling a famous busi-
ness that has been in his family for six gen-
erations.

Albany from page 1 And in the Rochester area, the National
Federation of Independent Business and sev-
eral regional Upstate business groups tried
to make a �test case� of defeating Assem-
blywoman Susan John, a Rochester Demo-
crat.  Not only did they argue that John was
too liberal, but the groups also endorsed leg-
islative reform, agreeing with Bitz and oth-
ers that a system so dominated by its lead-
ers left little room for creative policy-mak-
ing that could help improve the State�s busi-
ness climate.

The groups came close.  John, a close ally
of Silver who chairs the Assembly Labor
Committee, barely held off a challenge by
Republican Michael Slattery.

Meanwhile, Downstate, Democratic
Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi also
zeroed in on reform.  Like many other county
leaders, Suozzi argued the State Medicaid
program is driving property taxes through
the roof because localities, including New
York City, must pay part of the cost of Med-
icaid even though the State makes the
program�s rules.  He charged that State law-
makers were unaccountable, and broke with
other county leaders by declaring the only
way to make legislators take notice was to
target incumbents and beat them.

He created a political action committee
with a website at FixAlbany.com, to do so.  With
the money the committee raised, Suozzi
helped defeat Assemblyman David
Sidikman in a Democratic primary in Nassau
County.  Then he helped Valesky beat
Hoffmann in Syracuse in the general election.

Senate and Assembly rules are all up for
renewal in January, when lawmakers return
for the 2005 session.

Between now and then, Brennan Center
officials and others plan to try to keep the
heat on re-elected legislators and newcom-
ers, who take their seats January 1.  Wednes-
day in Albany, Brennan officials joined with
State Assembly Republicans to keep the fo-
cus on the issue.

Tomorrow (Sunday) morning, Serrano is
scheduled to take part in a panel discussion
at NYU Medical Center entitled �Winds of
Change � Prospects for Reform in Albany.�
(See ComingUp, page 3.)
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THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

THE BLUE ROOM
BAR & GRILL

Monday-Friday
11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch Special � $8.95
Pastas, Burgers, Specialty Wings

Dinner Specials
5 PM - 7 PM

Early-Bird Special � $11.95
Soup or salad, dinner, & coffee

Saturday-Sunday
Noon-4 PM

Special Brunch Menu � $14.95
All you can drink Mimosas,

Bloody Marys, or Champagne

Happy Hour Every Day, 4 - 8 PM
Drink Specials

$3 Domestic Drafts & Bottles
$4 Import Draft & Bottles

$4 Mixed Drinks

THE BLUE ROOM
1140 2nd Avenue at 60th Street

opposite the Tram station

212-688-4344

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Thanksgiving
Dinner at Trellis

Choice of soup or salad,

fresh warm bread,

baked or sweet potato,

vegetable, stuffing,

white or dark meat,

beverage and dessert...

$14.95

See you at Trellis.

you are creating,� Mauffrier explains, with an air of patient
resignation.

He and his colleagues finished last month.  The boat, said
to be the first of its kind to be built in the United States,
weighs 400 pounds � but for racing it will weigh nearly a
ton more, thanks mostly to water ballast.  That huge amount
of ballast hints at the boat�s stability.  Mauffrier calls it un-
sinkable � and indeed it sounds more Molly Brown than
Titanic.  Even if the little boat should turn over, there�s a
brilliant emergency compartment with a pair of trapdoors
top and bottom, so that the sailor eventually can wriggle to
safety even from an upside-down boat.

In September, Mauffrier transported the hull to New York,
hoping to be able to keep it on Roosevelt Island while he
finished it in the coming months.  The idea, which Mauffrier
discusses with characteristic affable intensity, was to en-
able the Island�s residents, especially the children, to watch
and even participate as work on the sailboat proceeds.
Mauffrier argues that Roosevelt Island�s environment is
more an ocean one than a riparian one (�It is not a river,� he
says, �It is a salty island.�), and he regards it as a travesty
that no boat is docked here.  �The boat would be a door to
the sea which is around,� Mauffrier says.

Negotiations with officials of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation (RIOC) did not bear fruit, however.  At
last word the carbon boat, called Black Face, was stowed in
a Mauffrier friend�s space in Fresh Meadows, Queens, until
a suitable way station could be found for the final 500 hours
of work on it.  The Frenchman expects that the boat will be
put in the water next spring and that he will sail a U.S. quali-
fying course next summer.  To compete in the Mini-Transat
650, sailors must demonstrate the ability to complete with
their craft a 1,000-mile sail.

If all goes well, Mauffrier would then sail in a qualifying
race in Europe the following summer, of 2006, and finally
in the climactic race in October 2007.  On the way, he hopes
to publicize �the rights of the children of the world� and his
support for Amnesty International.

Preparing for a long ocean race in a small sailboat entails
more than learning how to handle a sail.

For one thing, you need money.  Though the Mini-Transat
was inaugurated in the 1970s in part as a modest alternative
to the multi-million-dollar budgets that already were neces-
sary for ocean races appealing to the yacht-owning class,

it�s not cheap.  Some producers make donations of materi-
als, other non-monetary contributions can be had, and ulti-
mately the sale of the boat can defray expenses.  If Mauffrier
were to commission the entire project, he estimates costs as
well into six figures.

Putting accounting aside, the sailor must contemplate the
security training, to handle the stress and to cope with any
potential disaster.  As Mauffrier describes it, sailboats in
the Mini-Transat 650 are allowed no electronic controls and
only a limited VHF communications capability, which al-
lows transmission of three basic messages to the single large
escort boat:  �I have no problem;� �I have a problem but I
can handle it;� or �I have a problem and I need help.�

Then, too, it sounds like a preposterously grueling regi-
men, this solo ocean sailing, because of the cramped spaces,
the unappetizing diet, and especially the erratic sleep pat-
tern that�s required and the pain of never really being able
to stand erect, instead wallowing on your bottom, virtually
nonstop, in high humidity.

Still, for Mauffrier this enterprise, after three-plus years of
preparation, will be worth it.  He speaks of sailing as �a mat-
ter of harmony.�  He speaks of finding �my personal way.�

�Once you�ve done that,� he says of the Mini-Transat,
�you�re not the same as before.�

Even as Mauffrier dreams of life after October 2007, and
his ultimate goal of sailing solo around the world, he de-
lights in the challenges of the next three years, and espe-
cially of finishing the race.  He insists that he doesn�t care
where he finishes, first or last, that he doesn�t care about
somehow outpacing the many professional sailors involved.
He cares only that he finishes.

Sitting over a beer at Trellis, Louis Mauffrier persuasively
declares: �If you arrive, you won.  And that�s how life is
working.�

Mauffrier from page 1

The route

A finished example of
the boat Mauffrier is
building

Mauffrier
with Lucien,
11, and
Antoine, 6.
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CAR FOR SALE � 1999 Ford Taurus 4-door wagon, V6, excellent condition, red/
maroon color, original owner, only 41,000 miles.  Call Roger at 212-253-6772.

FOR SALE � Used Medela electric double breast pump.  Will need to purchase
attachements.  Best offer.  Leave message at 212-980-9358.

LOST � Special prescription sunglasses in red case.  212-751-4584.

MOVING SALE � Full-size burgundy couch, $300; Chaise Longue, $250; 12,000
BTU air conditioner, $250; and 15,000 BTU air conditioner, $350; both A/C units
used only one summer; light box, $100; huge desk, 2 years old, $200.  Call Danielle
at 646-732-5695.

ART PHOTOGRAPHER � Portraits, weddings, posters.  212-308-1988.

PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHER � Art portraits, weddings, reproductions.
551-265-8050.

APARTMENT CLEANING � Experienced, excellent Rivercross references.
718-764-7291.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist � Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

ROCKBOTTOM price shopping:  www.megashoppingmalls.net.

NEED MORE SPACE?  Danielle Broussard, Closet Factory design consultant.
No one puts more into a closet than we do.  I can personally customize your
closet, and I live on the Island.  Call 646-732-5695.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING � Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.

BARNS & FARMS REALTY, LLC � Hudson Valley country homes & land.  Island
resident.  518-207-6761.

PIANO TUNING � $75.  Used Steinway pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, toll-free
866-505-3173.  Formerly with Steinway & Sons.

MOVING SALE � 6-pc Teen Bedroom Set, L/R Set and more.  212-829-8090.

ELDER LAW � Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119.  800-836-1124.

AVON AGENTS WANTED � Start your business today.  Call Joyce � 718-362-4823.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE � Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC �  212-935-7534.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS � Rich color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone
or credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED � The Icla da Silva Foundation is looking for volunteers
to help in the office, located at Goldwater Memorial Hospital on Roosevelt Island.
Please call Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807.

Classified
50¢/word � 212-751-8214

Deadline for December 4 issue:  Tuesday, November 30
Deadline for December 18 issue:  Tuesday, December 14

Website NYC10044
http://nyc10044.com

for the power of an informed community

by Judy Berdy
After many years of being a typical New

Yorker and complaining about how the gen-
eral election sites are operated, I decided to
volunteer and work at one.  About four
months ago I found the poll-worker appli-
cation on the Board of Elections website at
http://vote.nyc.ny.us/pollworkers.jsp.  I filled it out
and did not hear back before the primary
election in September.

But six days before the November 2 Gen-
eral Election, I received a postcard asking
me to be at 155th Street and Riverside Drive
at 5:30 a.m. on Election Day.  I immediately
called the Manhattan office and pleaded that
this was probably the farthest I could travel
in the borough.  They agreed to let me work
near home.

I took the two-hour training class the next
evening.  It was an overview of how to do
the different tasks, followed by a 25-ques-
tion open-book test.  You do not find out if
you pass or fail the test.  (One suggestion is
on-the-spot grading).  I even watched the
30-minute videotape that they show to ev-
ery student.  It is narrated by Marcia Kramer
of WCBS, and it recaps what you have been
taught.

All the terminology was strange to me,
including affidavit ballot, challenged votes,
and the procedures.  Our City still prizes
penmanship over computers.

Election Day had not even dawned when
we appeared at our site. Many of the work-
ers had been there before and knew exactly
what to do.  It was a challenge to be ready
for voters in the 30-minute set-up time al-
lotted.  We new people pitched in and had
lots of on-the-job training.

Here�s the process:  At one table, you sign
in people, and give each a card.  They present
the card to the official at the machine, and
the machine is set.  You step inside, pull the
red lever, vote, and pull the lever back.

It sounds simple, but there are many
people who arrive with problems, questions,
or lack of registration.  Of course, the 42-

Want to Work the Next Election?
It�s $200, an Early Call, & 16 Hours

year-old voting machines break down occa-
sionally, and it always happens in the busi-
est district.  If your district is big enough,
there are two machines.

After a few hours at the table, you get into
the swing of things, try not to get distracted,

keep the numbers, names, cards in order and,
by the end of the evening, know that all will
be in order.

We had a good team and processed over
500 voters at our table.

Many people have the misconception that
poll workers are political appointees and that
they do not get paid.  Actually, anyone can
fill out the application, get trained, and do
the work.  Where else can you earn $200
for a 16-hour day?  (You get a break and
two meal hours.)

I told some neighbors that this is a great
way to spend a day.  Many of our workers
are way past retirement age, and a 16-hour
day is a real strain.  New people would be
welcome to the job and make it easier for
everyone to be more efficient.

(Send an �AddMe� e-mail to news@MainStreetWIRE.com)

Holiday Lighting Drive Under Way
The Roosevelt Island Chamber of Commerce is once again getting ready for holiday

lighting on Main Street, soliciting contributions to decorate streetlight poles and array
strings of lights across Main Street.  Some 22 light poles are available at $275 each, and
Island organizations can pay for a string of lights at $500 to $700, as an alternative.

This will be the fourth year; the program was started immediately after 9/11/01.
Julie Palermo, Chamber President, has additional information at 646-331-3445, as does

Carol da Silva at Roosevelt Island Housing Management � 212-838-4747.



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Nov. 20, 2004 � 11

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 212-753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available � Use What You Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

212-751-8214

--

� Mailbox & Postal Services
� Color Copies
� Packaging & Moving Supplies
� Shipping World Wide

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)

Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:00, Sat. 11-6

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)

Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 12-5, Sun. 12-5

Formerly known as
MAILBOXES ETC.

Island Arts
Music Center

Roosevelt Island�s New
Community Music School

Enrollment is now open for the Fall term
�  All ages, all abilities, all musical backgrounds  �

piano � guitar � violin � cello
trumpet � saxophone � flute
clarinet � oboe � recorder

Located in the Main St. Cultural Center, 548 Main St.
Classes offered Weekdays and Saturdays

For information,
call 212-929-8343

The Island Arts Music Center was founded by Director of RIVER MUSIC, Robin
Russell, trained at Juilliard and Harvard (B.A. in Music). With over 20 years teaching
experience with private students, he has been on the faculty of the Turtle Bay Music

School, and the Diller-Quaile School of Music.
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