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NYS Attorney General Spitzer
Joins RIRA in Octagon Lawsuit

by Mary Cavanaugh
Dr. Audrey Maurer, a 27-year Island resident, attended a ten-day cel-

ebration of the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Philippines in-
ternment camps created by the Japanese for American civilians during
World War II.  The celebration extended over ten locations, including
traveling the route of the Bataan Death March and walking the final
kilometer with a group that included one actual survivor.

Maurer wrote her dissertation on the female survivors of this barely
explored chapter of history.  Over a two-year period, she visited 13
states, traveled 38,000 miles, interviewed 50 people, and wore out five
tape recorders.  She found the women surprisingly willing to discuss,
perhaps for the first time, what they had experienced.  The disserta-
tion, No One Asked, has created an emotional groundswell among the
women, and has attracted publishers wanting her to offer the story
for publication.

In Manila, the ceremonies lasted a full day and included what her
guide termed a first-ever tour of the presidential palace.  During a tour of
the American Embassy (which was occupied by the Japanese and now
houses photos and memorabilia on the internment camps), Audrey was
called upon, as an expert, to deliver an impromptu report on the war-
crimes trial that was held there.  Many of the 30 or so survivors in atten-
dance were helpful in providing previously unavailable identification for
faces and events captured in the photos.  Another exhibit at the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas, which the occupiers used as an internment camp
from 1942 through early 1945, was attended by the U.S. Ambassador, a
Philippine senator, documentary film makers, and international members
of the press.

The 60-year anniversary seems to have kindled new interest in the
subject of POWs and internees in general.  It marked the world premiere
of a new American/Japanese movie dealing with the subject, starring
Benjamin Bratt and Connie Neilson.

When asked what most touched her, Maurer said, “These women
opened up and shared their stories with me.  Most of them had never
spoken about the experience, and seemed to think it was time.”

Audrey is a graduate of Hunter College High School and Queens Col-
lege.  With her husband and three children, she lived in Africa for 20
years, teaching English and French, and learning Russian at the Soviet
Embassy in Dakar, Senegal.  Her facility with languages launched her
career as a flight attendant with Pan Am and another career teaching
French, Latin, and Russian at Hunter College High School.

She recently left the classroom to create a new position supervising
Senior internships, off-campus courses at universities, and the school-
wide community-service program at Hunter.  She spends her summers
teaching English Literature at Hawaii Pacific University.

Briefly...
An exhibit of Louis I. Kahn’s design for an FDR Memorial at

Southpoint Park, prepared by Cooper Union, will be on display at Gallery
RIVAA March 12-27.  Representatives of the Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute told the Residents Association Common Council
Wednesday that it will raise some $30 million for the memorial privately,
relying on little or no public funding.  In addition, the non-profit Friends
of Roosevelt Island Landmarks announced it will undertake separate
fundraising for permanent stabilization of the Smallpox Hospital ruins at
Southpoint, if the Memorial project goes forward.  A go-ahead for the
project requires RIOC approval.

A new credit union is a step closer.  USAlliance Federal Credit Union’s
board of directors voted last month to open an office here, probably in
the former Montauk Credit Union space.

by Dick Lutz
The New York State Attorney General, Elliot Spitzer,

has joined the Residents Association lawsuit against
the Octagon Apartments project, filing a friend-of-the-
court brief supporting the claim that the project vio-
lates the 2002 Roosevelt Island Open Spaces Law.

Attorney Dan Quart, who has taken the case for the
Residents Association, announced the development
Wednesday night at the meeting of the RIRA Com-
mon Council, hours after filing additional papers in
the case.

Friday morning, hours after the Thursday night press
deadline for this issue of The WIRE, the case was
scheduled for oral arguments on a temporary restrain-
ing order (TRO) before Justice William A. Wetzel of
the State Supreme Court.  Because construction is
well under way at the Octagon site, Wetzel is expected
to rule on the TRO soon.  (When a ruling is available,
The WIRE will issue an e-mail bulletin.  To subscribe
to the free bulletin service, send an AddMe message
to bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)

RIRA had originally filed its suit pro se – that is,
with its officers expecting to plead the case.  Quart,
who is a candidate for this district’s City Council seat,
took on the case after a RIOC filing pointed out that,
as a corporation, RIRA must be represented by coun-
sel.  At Wednesday night’s RIRA Council meeting,
RIRA President Steve Marcus paid tribute to Quart
for taking on the case.  Quart, in turn, gave credit to
Edward Lloyd, a professor of environmental law at
Columbia University, and Lloyd’s students, who have
assisted in preparation of the case.

Case documents filed by RIRA ask the court to or-
der a stop to construction, saying, “Damage to Octa-
gon Park has already been done, and there is a great
likelihood that further damage and irreparable harm
will occur without the court’s intervention.”  Several
large trees were removed from the site as early as last
fall.

RIOC contends that available open park space at
the Octagon site will be increased about a quarter of
an acre by construction of the 512-unit project, point-
ing out that part of the area has been unavailable for
years because of the presence of uncontrolled plant

growth and rubble from the demolished Lunatic Asy-
lum.  The Octagon tower, the only remnant of the Asy-
lum, is to be restored as part of the project, which
would make much of the former park area a partially
enclosed courtyard of the new building.  RIRA has
decried this as an inappropriate use of the land, which
was designated as an “ecological park” in the Island’s
original General Development Plan, commonly known
as the “GDP.”  The Attorney General’s brief says, on
this point, “Building 13-story housing towers on the
2.5 acres of land ‘surrounding’ the landmark does not
improve the use of that land as open space.”

The RIRA papers point out that the RIOC Board
initially passed a resolution conditioning its approval
of the Octagon project on specific approval by the
State Legislature, then later passed a replacement reso-
lution leaving out that condition, but approached
Assemblymember Pete Grannis, who sponsored the
2002 law that RIRA claims forbids construction, seek-
ing amendment of the law to including explicit lan-
guage permitting the project.  Grannis refused, and
has filed papers supporting the RIRA claim.

Legal papers that have been made available to The
WIRE are posted with this issue of the newspaper on
Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.

Attorney Dan Quart announced developments in the
Octagon suit at Wednesday night’s RIRA meeting.
Margie Smith and Steve Marcus, Vice President and
President of RIRA, are petitioners in the case.

by Anri Wheeler
Roosevelt Island House is about

to be built for Indonesian orphans
of the December tsunami, and Is-
land groups are staging a benefit
concert to fund it.

The Residents Association, the
PTA, and Manhattan Park are work-
ing together on the project.
Roosevelt Island House will be part
of a multi-house project in Sumatra
that is to become home to four or-
phans of December’s tsunami.

Several well-known entertainers,
all Roosevelt Island residents, will
perform March 19 at Manhattan
Park Theater Club in a 7:30 concert.
Tickets are $20 per person, $10 for
seniors and disabled.  They will

Islander Audrey Maurer, at the site of Santo Tomas Internment Camp in
the Philippines, during a 60th anniversary observance last month.

Islander, in Philippines,
Marks Camps’ Liberation

Island Groups Plan March 19 Benefit
Concert for Orphan Victims of Tsunami

be available in advance from
members of the RIRA Common
Council, or at the door, or by call-
ing 212-838-2397.

Performers will include Tex Allen
of Island House, one of Roosevelt
Island’s best-known musicians.
Allen plays trumpet and piano and
has been a regular fixture of the
New York jazz scene for close to
three decades.

Also performing will be Kay
Story and Damon LaScot.  Story, a
violinist, pianist, and singer, has
performed on Broadway in shows
including Jekyll & Hyde and The
Scarlet Pimpernel.  She met LaScot,
a guitarist, writer, and producer,
while working as a singer on tour
with the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.

Janice Pendarvis and Mike Daly
will sing, as well.  Pendarvis, a
Rivercross resident, has been seen
on PBS and has also worked as a
back up singer for Sting.  Daly, a
Language Arts and Social Studies
teacher at PS/IS 217, is seen at the
Sunday Night Spotlight Series at
the Metropolitan Café in Manhat-
tan.  He plays guitar and performs
folk, Irish, and original songs.

At the end of the evening, swing
dancers will perform and give a
short lesson to interested members
of the audience.

Groundbreaking for Roosevelt

Island House is set for March 20,
the day after the benefit concert,
according to Orphans International
founder Jim Luce, an Eastwood resi-
dent.  The group’s non-profit op-
erations in Indonesia are headed by
former Islander Dani Sirait.  Accord-
ing to Luce, $2,330 has already
been raised here on the Island to-
ward the $16,000 needed for the
project.  He’s hoping to get closer
to the goal with the proceeds
from the concert.  He will fly to
Indonesia the day after the con-
cert to cut the red ribbon on
Roosevelt Island House.  He
says, “I am enormously apprecia-
tive of all of my neighbors and all
they have done to help.”

Kay Story

Janice Pendarvis

Janice Pendarvis
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To RIOC President Herb Berman:
Thank you for your survey of Roosevelt Island residents in regard to

the Main Street retail area.
It is good that you are considering the poor state of the retail on the

Island but I expect that you would get much better analysis and sugges-
tions if your task force also consulted a professional urban retail consult-
ant and/or urban designer.  I am attaching an announcement of a seminar
on urban retail planning soon to be held at Harvard that features current
concepts that would probably be relevant to Roosevelt Island.

One of the primary reasons that Main Street merchants have problems
is that there is no transient parking available.  The entire street is con-
tinuously filled with dead “entitlement” parking and it is impossible to
stop to pick up something from a shop, deliver something to a shop or,
for that matter, impossible for residents to pick up and drop off without
double parking.  All of the “entitlement” parking should be eliminated
and relocated so that Main Street has transient parking available like
most streets in New York residential neighborhoods.  Transient parking
will contribute to the vitality of the street and retail.

Survey items:
1.  I hope the mention of “major retail” does not suggest an Ikea or

WalMart, and I wonder where “major retail” might possibly be located.
We need to develop and strengthen our neighborhood retail so that
Main Street is more vibrant, like most streets in New York residential
neighborhoods.

2.  “Beautification” or “sprucing up” is not an adequate concept for
dealing with the problems of retail on the Island.  Structural solutions will
be needed to vitalize the area.  Transient parking would be an example.
Retail signs and graphics with more visibility, particularly at the arcade
areas, would be another.  Design and operating standards for the stores
would be another.

3.  There are many problems with the existing retail, including:
•  A total lack of ventilation, resulting in a stale smell in many stores
•  A lack of visibility into stores because the merchant has covered the

windows with merchandise
•  Worn and shabby entrances and interior finishes
•  Poor quality of merchandise
4.  If the general retail environment were upgraded as a result of a

professionally directed program, the current retail operators would prob-
ably tend to respond with improvements in their operations and ser-
vices.

5.  Tourists often visit Roosevelt Island and find nowhere to go, really.
I am not sure what kind of attraction would encourage tourism.

6.  There should be something here with a river view serving food.
7.  There should be a coffee shop with wireless internet service.

Robert Gray AIA

To the Editor:
My wife and I moved into our apartment in Manhattan Park over 15

years ago. One or both garage elevators at the North end would be out of
service occasionally but would be repaired in a few days. Now both
elevators have been out of service for over a year. In his RIOC column in
The WIRE, Mr. Berman would indicate what progress was being made to
have them repaired and put back into service. “The contract is out for
bids.” “The bids were too high.” “The contract is being re-bid.”

In the last few months, there has been no mention of what progress, if
any, is being made.  My wife and I are both in our eighties, and we are
finding it more and more of a hardship to negotiate the stairs, especially
when we return from a shopping trip with a full cart of groceries.  Using
the South elevators is not an option.  It is not convenient.  There has
been no adjustment in the parking fee because of the lack of elevator
service.

We are very upset and would like some assurance that the elevators
will be repaired and back in service in the very near future.

Eli Jack Held

To the Editor:
After what happened in Davos,

Switzerland very recently, where
the wealthiest men and women of
the world discussed our world’s
economies and many other crucial
topics that deal with humankind, I
believe that these same people
could be contacted to help build
Louis I. Kahn’s vision of an FDR
Memorial for Southpoint, as well as
the Wild Gardens and the rehabili-
tation of the magnificent ruins.

Most of the topics that they dis-
cussed had to do with providing
much more to the billions of people
of the world who live in extreme
need of everything that the devel-
oped countries take for granted.  All
that these most worldly, success-

Bob Chira, a long-time
Island resident, is an
attorney who practices in
Manhattan.

ful, and wealthy people seem to
want is exactly what Roosevelt
called for in the Four Freedoms
speech, and what Kahn honored in
the best manner possible.  A splen-
did future can only await those who
commit money for a museum or
conference center as possibilities
for the rehabilitated ruins, for the
creation of the Wild Gardens, and
finally, for the construction of the
incredibly serene and powerful me-
morial park Louis Kahn designed.

This is the right time, this is the
right location, this is the right mes-
sage to be seen by the world over.
The United Nations and the whole
City could only add to it and ben-
efit from it for more than decades
to come.

Like Ellis Island, the Statue of Lib-
erty, and soon the Freedom Tower
at Ground Zero, Kahn’s memorial,
the rehabilitated ruins, and the Wild
Gardens (like the ones I saw in Santa
Barbara, California) could only en-
hance what New York symbolizes
for the world, especially since Sep-
tember 11.

I know that, during the harshest
times of American history, very
magnificent memorials, parks, and
edifices were erected to keep visi-
tors from all corners of the world
aware of what America stands for,
and will always stand for, be it in
Philadelphia, Washington, Boston,
New York, or the Rocky Moun-
tains.
Laurence Marie Lacoste-Brodsky

by Robert Chira
As reported in The Main Street WIRE (February

19), the City Council dropped a “bombshell” on own-
ers of Mitchell-Lama housing – a 50-year extension in
tax abatements for keeping their buildings in the hous-
ing program.  But some owners, who had been facing
increased City real-estate taxes as their original 30-
year exemptions were nearing expiration, have already
filed a notice of intent to withdraw from Mitchell-Lama,
including the owners of Westview and Eastwood.

Owners who complete a withdrawal process of about
a year are freed from State rent regulation.  Eastwood
tenants eligible for Federal Section 8 assistance are
protected, but for all others, rents can be raised to
what the unregulated free market will bear.

The City Council’s action was an effort to arrest a
growing crisis brought on by departures from Mitchell-
Lama.  In 2003 alone, 43 buildings were pulled out of
the program, according to a recent study made by
NYU’s Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy
(www.law.nyu.edu/realestatecenter).

These withdrawals and the risk of
even more of them led to the truly ex-
traordinary decision by the City Coun-
cil – to forgo substantial real-estate tax
revenues in an attempt to protect exist-
ing tenants from draconian rent in-
creases.

In terms of its effect on the Island’s
four Mitchell-Lama buildings, the
Council’s action may cause the owners
of Eastwood, Island House, and
Westview to reconsider their plans to
withdraw.  These owners have to reex-
amine the fundamental issue:

• Should they continue the process
of withdrawing from the system, pay
off their outstanding State mortgage,
incur real estate taxes, and hope to re-
cover those extra costs plus earn greater
profits through higher rents than the 6% profit allowed
under Mitchell Lama?

• Or should they stay in the system, continue to pay
off the low-cost State mortgage, accept the substan-
tial benefits of real estate tax abatements, and re-
main content with a 6% profit?

If they withdraw, another question arises:  Whether
to continue rentals, or to sell units – either to cur-
rent tenants (possibly at reduced insider prices) or
in the open market.

In the current very speculative housing market for
rentals, coops and condominiums, the extension of
tax abatements may not stop the Island’s owners from
leaving the system.  The current “feverish” market
(which some compare to the “dot-com bubble”) has
encouraged owners to believe profits will be greater
outside Mitchell-Lama than within it.

Tenant Options
To protect themselves from much higher rentals, and

retain rights to remain as tenants or to become own-
ers, tenants in Island House and Westview, and those
not receiving federal subsidies in Eastwood, must try
to find a way to stop or alter the owner’s withdrawal
plans, or find some leverage to negotiate a deal with
the owners that restrains price increases in renewal
leases or allows the tenants to purchase their units at
favorable discounts.

To obtain mortgages from private sources when leav-
ing Mitchell-Lama, the partnership that owns Island
House and Westview is very likely to need extensions
of the ground leases for their buildings.  Eastwood’s
owner apparently seeks to withdraw from the system
without an extension of the current ground lease.)
That’s a decision for the RIOC Board to make as the

lessor of the ground leases.  Tenants could mount a
campaign to pressure the State to use its power over
ground leases to ensure that withdrawal of Westview
and Island House from Mitchell-Lama will not lead to
massive disruptions.

Other courses – pressuring Albany to amend the Rent
Stabilization Law or require a longer stay in the Mitchell-
Lama program – are difficult to achieve and pose signifi-
cant legal obstancles.  Lawmakers know that any modifi-
cation of owners’ rights under Mitchell-Lama would very
likely generate a significant  legal challenge.

Rivercross
Rivercross is owned by its resident shareholders.

Under Mitchell-Lama, they cannot profit from a re-
sale.  A committee of residents has been studying ways
to withdraw from the system, a course that would mean
giving up tax abatements and getting a private mort-
gage to replace the State mortgage.  To obtain a mort-
gage from a private lender, Rivercross also must ob-
tain an extension of its ground lease.  The specifics of

a withdrawal plan must be presented
to the tenant-shareholders, and ap-
proval will require a two-thirds vote.
Apartment prices in the new
Southtown condominium building
create additional support for those
who want to obtain market values for
their Rivercross units, while the City
Council’s 50-year extension of tax
abatements is likely to persuade oth-
ers that the building should stay in
the system.

Southtown Influence
At the new Southtown condo-

minium, sales personnel say sales are
brisk, and offering prices have been
going up in a series of amendments to
the offering plan.  The ninth and tenth
price amendments have just been filed,
but the eighth continues to list many of

the same apartments for sale and the developer hasn’t
provided sales figures, so it’s not clear how strong the
market is for the units at the prices being offered.

Outcomes
If the process of Mitchell-Lama withdrawals contin-

ues to unfold and the condominium units are sold at
the current asking prices, many questions arise:

• How will the new condominium owners and higher-
income tenants (or unit owners) affect the Island com-
munity?

• Will this result in new restaurants and shops that
cater to a more affluent clientele?

• Will it help restore and invigorate the current shops
and fill up  empty storefronts?

• Will Southtown become a separate community, with
its high wall across the existing Main Street?

• Will Riverwalk have its own shops, restaurants
and amenities that cater mainly to its residents?

• Will many of the new owners in Riverwalk be cor-
porations and governments, with a revolving door of
short-term occupants?

  Or will families move in to put down roots in the
Island community?

One certain effect of the new condominium’s resi-
dents is that both the Tram and subway will be more
crowded at rush hours.  Other effects are uncertain,
but one trend is clear:  Riverwalk residents will be
more affluent, on average, than the Island’s current
population.  The upscale drift will be underscored as
Eastwood apartments gradually go market-rate as
present occupants leave, and underscored further if
the Island’s Mitchell-Lama buildings complete with-
drawals that leave apartments renting or selling at
higher prices.

Commentary

Questions for a Changing Island
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– This Weekend –
Soubosus Stars performance to benefit CAUSE, Congolese Athletic

Unified & Social Enrichment, Sat., Mar. 5, 8:00 p.m., Manhattan Park
Theater.

Works of Portrait Artist Dianne Robbins, continu-
ing through the month, in the Rivercross window gal-
lery, presented by the Mother Earth Committee.

Island Schools of Art continues at Gallery RIVAA
through tomorrow (Mar. 6), featuring art of the chil-
dren of Roosevelt Island’s schools – PS/IS 217, the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, The Child School, and
Legacy High School.  11-5 Saturdays and Sundays,
6-9 Wednesdays and Fridays.

– The Coming Week –
La Leche League meeting for breastfeeding and pregnant women, Mon.,

Mar. 7, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P.  Information:  212-832-1188.
Free Tax Help continues for middle- and low-income taxpayers, with

special attention for those 60 and over, Tuesdays, 9:30-1:00, Senior Cen-
ter; or call 212-751-9241.

Child School / Legacy High School Science Fair, Wed.-Fri., Mar. 9-
10-11, 12:30-1:30 daily, TCS/Legacy building on the promenade at
Rivercross (537 Main Street).  Community invited to meet students and
see their experiments.  Information:  212-223-5055.

RIOC Board of Directors Meeting, Thur., Mar. 10, 4:30 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.  The Board’s afternoon meetings usually conclude
with an early-evening opportunity for public questions and comment,
specific time uncertain.

River Music’s Annual Irish Night, Fri., Mar. 11, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.  Admission free; suggested donation, $6.

The Louis Kahn FDR Memorial for Southpoint, Sat., Mar. 12, 6-9 p.m.,
Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street.  Exhibit through Mar. 27.

– Future Events –
Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Mar. 14, 8:00 p.m.  Visi-

tors welcome.  Additional information:  212-751-9577.
Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Mar. 17, 6:30 p.m., At

Home With the Glynns, by Eric Kraft.  Copies available at the branch.
The Main Street WIRE – Next

issue, Sat., Mar. 19.  (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send
an “Add Me” message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Adver-
tising Deadline:  Ads in the paper,
Friday, Mar. 11; decision on fliers
for The Bag, Mon., Mar. 14; inserts
due Thur., Mar. 17.  Future issues:  Apr. 2, 16, 30; May 14; June 4, 18; July 2,
30; Aug. 27; Sept. 10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17.  News phone,
212-826-9055; urgent matters 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and
classified advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214.  To list
your organization’s Island-related event here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up
questions.  There is no charge for such listings.

Roosevelt Island’s Tsunami Orphans Benefit, sponsored by the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association, Sat., Mar. 19, 7:30 p.m., Man-
hattan Park Theater, featuring the Island’s professional music and dance
performers, including Kay Story, Janice Pendarvis, Damon LaScot, Mike
Daly, and others.  $20 (seniors and disabled $10).  See story, page 1.

Eastwood Building Committee Auction, Sat., Mar. 26, 7:00 p.m., Se-
nior Center, 546 Main Street.  Donations of goods and services being
accepted now.  Call 212-755-4089.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Mar. 28, 8:00 p.m.  Visi-
tors welcome.  Additional information:  212-751-9577.

La Leche League meeting for breastfeeding and pregnant women, Mon.,
Apr. 4, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P.  Information:  212-832-1188.

Residents Association Common Council Meeting, Wed., Apr. 6, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level).  Open to all; an oppor-
tunity to address the Council is included near the start of each meeting.

Senior Center
Monday

10:00, Computers for Beginners
10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Chinese massage
2:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Computers
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
12-2, Painting & Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
9:30, Chinese Massage
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Wed., Mar. 16, Atlantic City trip.
Thur., Mar. 17, St. Patrick’s Day

Party
Mon., June 13, five-day motor

coach tour to Niagara Falls.

The
RIOC
Column

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

The Public Safety Blotter  for the last half of February is now available
on Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/wire/2513/blot2513.html.

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes let-

ters to the editor, to the commu-
nity, and to/from officials.  Publi-
cation on a Name Withheld ba-
sis will be considered, but the
writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be pro-
vided for verification and for our
records; letters submitted
anonymously will not be pub-
lished.

Preferred method of
submission:  E-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail format preferred,
or attach a file), or on a PC-stan-
dard 3.5" disk left at the desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main
Street.  Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered if brief,
but we are not able to take tele-
phone dictation of letters.  All
letters subject to acceptance
and to editing for length and
clarity.  Recommended maxi-
mum length, 300 words; longer
letters will be considered if their
content merits the required space.

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Mar. 5, 2005 • 3

Well, winter has been upon us again.  I was hoping
– as I am sure everyone else has – that spring would
arrive sooner than later.  Alas, it was not to be, as we
have had three significant snowfalls in the past ten days.

All of which brings me to the Herculean efforts of
the RIOC grounds crew who worked overnight to clear
the street and sidewalks from the eight inches we re-
ceived Monday. They deserve a big round of applause
and they have my thanks for their hard effort.

Now that March has
finally arrived, let’s
hope for a change in the
weather.  The calendar
says that warm
weather can’t be far
away.

As many of you
know from experience,
the Island’s red buses
are on their last legs,

which is good, because if their length of use is fac-
tored in they should have been taken out of service
years ago.  Thanks to our workers in the bus garage
and their magic, the buses are still running.  But the
good news is that new buses are on order and should
be here sometime next year.  You can’t just go down to
the bus lot and make a pick, as you would a car; they
have to be ordered first and then are built. The Orion
buses are being manufactured upstate and will use
hybrid technology, to operate on a mix of diesel fuel
and electricity, providing better fuel economy and
cleaner exhaust.  These are much the same as the buses
the MTA has on order as well, although not in the
same voluminous quantity, but we did get in on the

price break from the MTA order.
Over the years, street lighting has been a bone of

contention on the Island, with competing standards,
who is responsible for which lights, and on and on.

Now RIOC is look-
ing at a plan to up-
grade the Island’s
lights to comply
with New York City
technical require-
ments.  The upshot
of this is that the
City will maintain
the lights, and this
is no small thing
considering the
maintenance and
manpower costs.
The new fixtures
we are testing now
are attractive stan-
chions taken from a
1938 design that
graced the Island in
years long past.
These will be
phased in.

Finally, people have been asking why they haven’t
seen much of Public Safety Director James Fry in re-
cent weeks.  Unfortunately, Mr. Fry has been quite ill,
but is now on the mend.  We hope to see him back
strolling Main Street when the warm weather returns.
Please keep him in your thoughts as we all wish him a
speedy recovery.

Three snowstorms notwithstanding, February has
been a relatively quiet month on Roosevelt Island.
But, as spring approaches, activities on the Island
will pick up.  I’d like to tell you about a few items of
interest.

The Article 78 petition filed to stop the destruction
of Octagon Park – By the time you read this, RIRA’s

petition to get a tem-
porary restraining or-
der (TRO) on the Oc-
tagon project will have
been submitted for the
judge’s consideration
and he may have al-
ready made his ruling.
I’m told that there are
two criteria for grant-
ing a TRO:  1) that irre-

versible damage could be done while a case is being
adjudicated, and 2) that the petitioner’s case has “a
reasonable chance of winning.”  So, if our request is
granted, then the prospects for keeping Octagon park
a park are improved.  If not...  Well, you can make your
own inferences.

Regardless of success or failure, we owe Dan Quart,
our attorney, true and heartfelt gratitude.  He has
worked with great dedication and ability to represent
our interests.  Dan is running for the City Council seat
in our district, and he has already provided excellent
public service to our community.   Dan is assisted by
Professor Edward Lloyd, Clinical Professor in Envi-
ronmental Law at Columbia Law School, and his two
hard-working students, Vivian Mills and Rahul
Agarwal.  Thanks also to our State Assemblymember,
Pete Grannis, for his strong support and excellent ad-
vice and legal support, and to the Attorney General’s
office for a knockout “amicus” brief.  They sure con-
vinced me; now let’s see if they convince the judge.

Community Emergency Response Training (CERT)
– This is a program that trains citizens to prepare for
and respond to emergencies in their local communi-
ties.  CERT training sessions are held at various times

for different communities.  There will be a training ses-
sion starting in our area in the April/May time frame.
The training is done in two-hour increments over an
11-week period.  Volunteers are taught the basics in
first aid, fire safety, light search and rescue, etc.  The
CERT volunteers become the second-response team
aiding the first responders (e.g., police, firefighters,
etc.) during a time of emergency.  I urge anyone who’s
able to be part of this team to e-mail me to sign up for
the sessions.  If you want more information about
CERT, see: http://www.nyc.gov/html/oem/html/programs/cert.html.

RIRA Benefit for Tsunami Orphans – A lot of folks
in the PTA, RIRA, Manhattan Park, and Orphans In-

ternational are dili-
gently preparing
for the benefit for
the tsunami or-
phans to be held at
Manhattan Park
Theater on Satur-
day night, March
19.  This is very
much an Island
event, with profes-
sional musicians
and singers Kay
Story and Damon
LaScot, Janice
Pendarvis and Tex
Allen, and PS 217
teacher Mike Daly.
We’ll also have a
swing-dance per-
formance and we
can all hit the floor
ourselves.  All pro-

ceeds will go Orphans International to build Roosevelt
Island House for orphaned kids in Sumatra.  This is a
good cause, helps a fine charity and it will be a fun
evening with your friends and neighbors.  Plan to be
there!

– Clarifications & Corrections –
The WIRE’s February 19 report on the City Council’s 50-year extension of

Mitchell-Lama tax exemptions contained these conflicting statements:
“The new partner in Island House and Westview, the Sheldrake Organization,

has announced it will take the buildings out of Mitchell-Lama, and has taken
initial steps in that direction in each building,” and the following statement,
supplied by Sheldrake:  “Sheldrake is open to any options as we continue our
discussions with Westview and Island House, including privatization under
Mitchell-Lama.  The reality is that Mitchell-Lama regulations would likely re-
duce the incentive for home ownership...  Sheldrake’s intent has always been to
reach an agreement that would benefit everyone.”

“Privatization under Mitchell-Lama” is not possible, because “privatization”
means a private mortgage rather than a State mortgage; moving to a private
mortgage removes a building from Mitchell-Lama.  Following publication of the
February 19 issue, Sheldrake asked The WIRE to correct the statement, “...the
Sheldrake Organization has announced it will take the buildings [including Is-
land House] out of Mitchell-Lama.”  That formal announcement has been made,
in fact, only in the case of Westview, and The WIRE regrets the error.

Asked for a clarification of its willingness to move toward resident ownership
under Mitchell-Lama for either Westview or Island House, Sheldrake provided
this statement on Wednesday:  “As we move forward in negotiations, out of
respect for the tenants, Sheldrake will consider, review and discuss all options
solely with the tenant representatives in both Westview and Island House.  This
will hopefully yield fruitful negotiations that will achieve our common goal.”



THE GROG SHOP
605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We
specialize

in
wines
from
all

nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)
212-838-5822

Tax Preparation
and a Whole Lot More...

Certified Financial Planning
Insurance

Investments
Mortgages
Real Estate

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
599 Main Street � Roosevelt Island

212-644-8231
Website www.AccountFin.com
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The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every
Saturday at Motorgate

Only the finest:
Apples – all kinds

Pears
Oranges, Lemons

Grapefruit
Tangerines

Bananas
Cookies & Pies
Special breads
Jams & jellies

Lettuce
Fresh herbs

Onions
Tomatoes
Broccoli

Asparagus
Potatoes
Cheese
Chicken

prices in the best tradition
of Pennsylvania farms

It’s all about
the nutrition...
Science says

that fresh
fruits and

vegetables are
best for you –

the natural way
to acquire the

vitamins,
minerals, and

other nutrients
you and your

family need for
good health.

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55
On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon



212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

We Deliver
While you’re waiting for the days when

you can pick up an order and take it down

to the promenade, keep in mind that we’ll

handle the cold for you... because while

you stay at home, warm, we’ll deliver.  Just

give us a call and we’ll have dinner in your

hands (and in your tummy) in no time at

all.  You can also pick up an order when

you pass by, of course, and we have a take-

home menu you can keep handy.

See you at Trellis.
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FreeDeliveryto Roosevelt Island
($15 minimum)

Save the Date!
Saturday, March 19, 7:30 PM

� Help build �

ROOSEVELT ISLAND HOUSE
in Sumatra, Indonesia, for children orphaned by the Tsunami

BENEFIT CONCERT
featuring
Mike Daly

Kay Story and Damon LaScot
Tex Allen and Janice Pendarvis

Swing Dance Performance (with a short lesson)

Saturday, March 19th at 7:30 PM

Manhattan Park Theater Club
$20 per person, $10 for seniors and disabled

PURCHASE TICKETS FROM YOUR RIRA REPRESENTATIVE
or at the door, or call 212-838-2397

All proceeds will go to Roosevelt Island-based
Orphans Inernational to expand its operations into Sumatra

SPONSORED BY RIRA, MANHATTAN PARK AND THE PTA



CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is
RI resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

LEARN JAPANESE LANGUAGE  – Beginner’s course starts February on
Roosevelt Island.  Group lessons (3-5 persons); 90 min. x 12 lessons, $90 ($5/
hr).  Call Masako, 212-731-9341.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school
days.  212-593-0750.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

ELDER LAW – Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home
Matters, Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite
4401, New York NY 10119.  800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – The Icla da Silva Foundation is looking for volunteers
to help in the office, located at Goldwater Memorial Hospital on Roosevelt Island.
Please call Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Rich color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no
phone or credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.  Notecards
with envelopes also available; see ad, this page.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a Happy and
Healthy 2005

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for March 19 issue:  Tuesday, March 15
Deadline for April 2 issue:  Tuesday, March 29

hardly
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Last Chance
To Order Color

Tramway Notecards

Cards are 4¼ x 5½  (slightly larger than illustration above)
Tram & tower are color; background buildings are gray monochrome

Reverse side is white
15 for $10 • 50 for $30   Proceeds support The WIRE

Can be used as postcards, or with included envelopes as notecards
 – Allow six weeks for delivery –

A limited printing will be ordered March 10 based on orders then on hand

To order:
Send check, payable to The WIRE, to

The WIRE, 531 Main St. #413, NYC10044
or drop off at the Rivercross desk.

Provide your name, address, phone, and e-mail address.
Island deliveries to doorstation buildings free.

Off-Island or no doorkeeper, add a flat $2 for postage (for any size order).
Question?  Call 212-826-9055.  Sorry, no telephone or credit-card orders.

Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE
Postcards also available; See ad, this page, & Classified.

Holiday Lighting Contributions
Julie Palermo, head of the Roosevelt Is-

land Chamber of Commerce, has supplied a
list of donors to the Island’s Main Street
Holiday Lighting Fund.  She points out that
the fund is still short of its goal, and says it’s
not too late to contribute.  Julie can be
reached at 646-331-3445.

RIHMC 1100
Blackwell Management 1100
Cabrini Parish 250
Rivercross 275
RIRA 275
RIOC 275

New York National Bank 250
Dr. Flannigan 225
RISA 100
Capri Pizza 100
Julie’s Sports Bar 100
Trellis 95
Dr. Lawrence Itskowitch 50
RIDA 50
Dr. Grimm 50
Dr. Resnick 50
M&D Deli 50
Stationery 50
China 1 50
We Are One 25



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

• Mailbox & Postal Services
• Color Copies
• Packaging & Moving Supplies
• Shipping World Wide

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)
Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)
Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

Formerly known as
MAILBOXES ETC.

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

–Zagat survey
Superior Thai cooking

–Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
– We deliver to Roosevelt Island –

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0843

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted
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MINERVA
CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
• Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring
• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
• Storage Available
• Draperies & All Household Items

• Free Pick-up and Delivery
• Concierge Or To Your Door
• Storage Available
• Complimentary Laundry Bag
• Convenient Monthly Billing
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101

TEL:  718-729-4566 • FAX:  718-729-4344

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy

& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy
Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant



Have your next affair at RiverviewHave your next affair at RiverviewHave your next affair at RiverviewHave your next affair at RiverviewHave your next affair at Riverview
Great for Corporate EventsGreat for Corporate EventsGreat for Corporate EventsGreat for Corporate EventsGreat for Corporate Events
Ideal for Your Private PartyIdeal for Your Private PartyIdeal for Your Private PartyIdeal for Your Private PartyIdeal for Your Private Party

Riverview offers dining with casual elegance in anRiverview offers dining with casual elegance in anRiverview offers dining with casual elegance in anRiverview offers dining with casual elegance in anRiverview offers dining with casual elegance in an
unparalleled environment.  Our superb staff is extraordinari lyunparalleled environment.  Our superb staff is extraordinari lyunparalleled environment.  Our superb staff is extraordinari lyunparalleled environment.  Our superb staff is extraordinari lyunparalleled environment.  Our superb staff is extraordinari ly
attentive to guest needs.attentive to guest needs.attentive to guest needs.attentive to guest needs.attentive to guest needs.

The ambiance, along with the beauty of the foodThe ambiance, along with the beauty of the foodThe ambiance, along with the beauty of the foodThe ambiance, along with the beauty of the foodThe ambiance, along with the beauty of the food
preparation, as well as the gracious service, caters topreparation, as well as the gracious service, caters topreparation, as well as the gracious service, caters topreparation, as well as the gracious service, caters topreparation, as well as the gracious service, caters to
everyone.everyone.everyone.everyone.everyone.

Riverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner asRiverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner asRiverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner asRiverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner asRiverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner as
well as the place to hold your next business meeting or socialwell as the place to hold your next business meeting or socialwell as the place to hold your next business meeting or socialwell as the place to hold your next business meeting or socialwell as the place to hold your next business meeting or social
event (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Barevent (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Barevent (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Barevent (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Barevent (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Bar
Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.

We feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat privateWe feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat privateWe feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat privateWe feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat privateWe feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat private
and more intimate room.and more intimate room.and more intimate room.and more intimate room.and more intimate room.

Valet parking is available.Valet parking is available.Valet parking is available.Valet parking is available.Valet parking is available.

Riverview Restaurant is located in the luxuryRiverview Restaurant is located in the luxuryRiverview Restaurant is located in the luxuryRiverview Restaurant is located in the luxuryRiverview Restaurant is located in the luxury
Avalon Waterfront Tower, just south of theAvalon Waterfront Tower, just south of theAvalon Waterfront Tower, just south of theAvalon Waterfront Tower, just south of theAvalon Waterfront Tower, just south of the
landmark Pepsi-Cola sign.  Recently opened,landmark Pepsi-Cola sign.  Recently opened,landmark Pepsi-Cola sign.  Recently opened,landmark Pepsi-Cola sign.  Recently opened,landmark Pepsi-Cola sign.  Recently opened,
Riverview promises to be the borough�s newRiverview promises to be the borough�s newRiverview promises to be the borough�s newRiverview promises to be the borough�s newRiverview promises to be the borough�s new
showcase.  Riverview has a warm andshowcase.  Riverview has a warm andshowcase.  Riverview has a warm andshowcase.  Riverview has a warm andshowcase.  Riverview has a warm and
welcoming feeling while maintaining an elegantwelcoming feeling while maintaining an elegantwelcoming feeling while maintaining an elegantwelcoming feeling while maintaining an elegantwelcoming feeling while maintaining an elegant
atmosphere.  Riverview sparkles withatmosphere.  Riverview sparkles withatmosphere.  Riverview sparkles withatmosphere.  Riverview sparkles withatmosphere.  Riverview sparkles with
contemporary f lair,  downtown style, andcontemporary f lair,  downtown style, andcontemporary f lair,  downtown style, andcontemporary f lair,  downtown style, andcontemporary f lair,  downtown style, and
snappy food.  Riverview features a colorful,snappy food.  Riverview features a colorful,snappy food.  Riverview features a colorful,snappy food.  Riverview features a colorful,snappy food.  Riverview features a colorful,
trendy lounge with its unique circular designtrendy lounge with its unique circular designtrendy lounge with its unique circular designtrendy lounge with its unique circular designtrendy lounge with its unique circular design
for enjoying after-work del ights.for enjoying after-work del ights.for enjoying after-work del ights.for enjoying after-work del ights.for enjoying after-work del ights.

Best brunch in town!Best brunch in town!Best brunch in town!Best brunch in town!Best brunch in town!


