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A Seal at Southpoint This harbor seal (pictured with feathered friend)
was hanging out last weekend on the small island just below

Southpoint.

Thursday (March 24) will be an
important day in court for the Oc-
tagon Apartments project and the
Residents Association suit to stop
it. Both RIRA and the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) are due in court for what
are expected to be final arguments.

Both sides in the case appeared
before Justice William A. Wetzel of
the State Supreme Court Friday
morning, March 4 (hours after the
press deadline for The WIRE's
March 5 issue), arguing as ex-
pected: RIOC saying that the 2002
Roosevelt Island Open Spaces Law
specifically permits the Octagon
project, RIRA saying that it does
not — that the land in question has

Trust for Public Land Tells RIOC:
Let’s Get Moving on Southpoint Park

by Dick Lutz

The Trust for Public Land last
week urged the RIOC Board to move
soon to a commitment to build
phase one of its plan for
Southpoint Park.

In a RIOC Board meeting last
week, TPL’s Mid-Atlantic Director,
Rose Harvey, told Board members,
“The time to make a kind of com-
mitment is now, because you all
have great momentum. You have
had fabulous participation by the
community. You have the most
amazing consensus of any kind of
participatory park design that

we’ve seen.” Harvey was effec-
tively paying tribute to a process
carried out by TPL consultant
Charles McKinney, who worked
with landscape architect Mark K.
Morrison to produce three concept
plans, then used them to measure
community support for various
components of the park. Respond-
ing community members and orga-
nizations leaned strongly toward a
“natural” plan and away from com-
mercial or deliberately formal ele-
ments.

Harvey told RIOC Board mem-
bers that TPL believes New York

Also at the RIOC Board Meeting...

» RIOC will spend $350,000 to replace the elevators at the south end of
Motorgate. RIOC President Herb Berman said that he had conducted
conversations with Manhattan Park, which is responsible for maintain-
ing the north-end elevators. He said, “Apparently, they’re not prepared
at this junction to go ahead with their repairs.”

* As for a five-year spending plan, RIOC President Herb Berman com-
mented that its implementation will depend on income expected from the
Octagon Apartments development — a project that is currently being
challenged in court by the Residents Association because it involves
open space covered by the 2002 Roosevelt Island Open Spaces law (story,

this page).

e The future of the Island’s Z-bricks is in question. Berman com-
mented that seniors complain about them, but others feel they are an
integral part of Roosevelt Island’s charm.

* Public Safety Deputy Chief René Bryan reported “two index crimes”
in the past month — including disappearance of a backhoe from the
Southtown construction site, which has private security 24/7 —a source of
some amusement among RIOC Board members.

* The consultant responsible for overseeing design of Southpoint
Park alternatives speculated that the $150,000/year cost of maintaining
phase one of the park could be paid by a snack shop, paying for a full-
time gardener and two seasonal workers. The Trust for Public Land
urged RIOC to move soon on initial funding (story, this page).

RIRA and Performers Rally
Tonight for Tsunami Orphans

Members of Roosevelt Island’s professional performance com-
munity will stage a benefit concert tonight at the Manhattan Park
Theater Club. Jazzman Tex Allen, singers Janice Pendarvis, Kay
Story, and Mike Daly, guitarist Damon LaScot, and Swing Dancers
from the 92nd Street Y all will perform. It’s a benefit for Roosevelt
Island House in Sumatra, Indonesia — an effort of Roosevelt Is-
land-based Orphans International (see ad, page 5).

State and RIOC must make a firm
commitment to the project before
any outside funding — from the City,
Federal, and private sources, will
be forthcoming. “Our hope — we
should probably put it on the table
— is that two-thirds of the $12 mil-
lion [phase one cost] will come for-
ward from the State and RIOC, pay-
able over time, but committed, so
we can begin to put [the park] on
the ground. And then we would
look at several Federal programs
and several City programs that we
know will not be available unless
the home locality makes the first
commitment, and a substantial com-
mitment.”

RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth
Labate agreed. “We will certainly,
sooner or later, have to invest RIOC
funds in phase one of this effort...
I’m not asking that the Board make
that commitment [at today’s meet-
ing], but I think we will be asking
for that from the Board in the very
near future, possibly as soon as the
next Board meeting. I think our ef-
forts to leverage any additional
funds, as Rose says, will fall on deaf
ears if we, as a corporation, are not
in a position, or are not willing to
put forth some money.” Labate
added, “It won’t be easy. As a
Board, we have to see whether, in
our financial plan, we will be pre-
pared to commit the resources that
are necessary to partner in a mean-
ingful way on this... We certainly
want comments on the concept, on
the design itself, but where the rub-
ber will hit the road is, are we pre-
pared to commit some of our cor-
porate revenues that we will have
in the next year or year and a half,
to this initiative?”

The comments by Harvey and
Labate came in response to a con-
cern, expressed by resident Board
member Mark Ponton, that RIOC
might be tempted by big-money
offers to waver in a commitment to
a park at Southpoint. “The prob-
lem is the history that we have
here,” he said. “We have no

See Southpoint, page 6

long been set aside as parkland and
that the law, as written, does not
permit “alienation” of the portions
being used for two residential wings
being attached to the landmarked
Octagon structure.

RIOC was represented by
Stephen Kass; and MEPT, the cur-
rent developer of record, by Steven
C. Russo. RIRA was represented
by Dan Quart, who is associated
with Community Board 8 and is a
candidate for the City Council seat
representing Roosevelt Island.

The New York State Attorney
General was also represented in the
courtroom, by Robert E. Hernan, an
Assistant Attorney General in the
Environmental Protection Bureau.

Kass opened with an argument
that, because the State Attorney
General’s office could be called
upon to represent RIOC, a State
public benefit corporation, it should
not be allowed to file a friend-of-
the-court brief; the judge dis-
missed that argument after hearing
from Hernan, pointing out that
Hernan’s presence was as a friend
of'the court, not representing RIRA.

Justice Wetzel wondered aloud
how Octagon construction could
have gone as far as it has — foun-
dations have been laid for one wing
— before the matter came before a
court. Quart responded that RIRA
had brought the suit in as timely a
fashion as possible, and pointed
out that the 2002 legislation RIRA
claims prohibits use of the land in
the way the RIOC Board approved
has been on the books, but ig-
nored, by RIOC. Kass said he and
RIOC believe that the 2002 legisla-
tion specifically provides for the
planned project, and that legisla-
tors were aware of it when they
voted for the legislation.

~ Octagon Apartments Project
~ Is Back in Court on Thursday

Have E-Mail?

Subscribers to The WIRE'’s
e-mail bulletin service received
this news on the Octagon
lawsuit on the day it happened —
Friday, March 4. To subscribe,
send an AddMe message to
bulletins@nyc10044.com.

Chronology was an issue, as was
an August, 2004, RIOC resolution
approving the project but setting
the condition that legislative ap-
proval would have to be obtained.
Six weeks later, in September, the
RIOC Board approved the project
again, deleting the requirement for
legislative permission. Litigation was
started in December, within the 120-
day legal window for an action of this
type. Meanwhile, site clearing and
construction had proceeded.

Justice Wetzel identified the 2002
law as “the core issue.” At one
point, he cautioned Kass that, in
this proceeding, “the greater good”
is out of bounds, and he must re-
strict his findings to matters of law.
When Russo said that, within the
bounds of the 2002 law, the devel-
oper is adding a quarter of an acre
(from previously overgrown space
containing demolition rubble) to
the available parkland at the site
and enhancing it, Justice Wetzel
responded, “With two 13-story
buildings, you’re enhancing it?”

Wetzel asked for all papers in the
case to be filed before Thursday,
March 24, so that he might become
familiar with them and be prepared
to make a ruling after listening to
oral arguments on that date.

The suit did not come up in last
week’s RIOC Board meeting, except
obliquely, in two mentions that cer-
tain plans depend upon the avail-
ability of income from the Octagon
project.

The fireboat John
D. McKean was
deployed to the
west channel
recently in a
salute to FDNY
Firefighter Joey
DiBernardo, who
had survived a
Morris Heights
house fire with a
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five-story escape by rope, and was recovering across the river in
New York Hospital. Two other firefighters died jumping from the
building. While the fireboat shot red, white, and blue streams,
DeBernardo’s comrades unfurled a sign from the top of Island
House; they were later interviewed by Channel 11 (inset).
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To the Editor:

Many times in the last decade I have said, “Roosevelt Island won’t be
privatized and shouldn’t be.”

The move to do so has already dangerously divided this community. It
has introduced a rancor and bitterness in our conversation, a new con-
tentiousness unleavened by tolerance, much less good will. Friendships
have been broken, anxieties heightened, and lives unsettled. The most
vulnerable, the elderly, low-income families, the retired and infirm, face an
uncertain future and displacement. Starting over without resources is
not the American dream. The privateers have made it a nightmare.

The City, however, has lifted this cloud. Perhaps now we can return to
the task of creating the “New Town” envisioned by our creators.

For years I have observed you knocking on the wrong door. The City
owned the land and would never permit the wholesale dismantling of the
affordable housing in the City, much less Roosevelt Island. I never un-
derstood why RIRA and The WIRE were always worried about Albany
when the significant decision was just across the river. You now claim
that the 50-year extension of the Mitchell-Lama lease “surprised every-
one.” I have asked you many times to read the legislative history of this
important bill. It may have been a surprise to you but not to those who
know the elementary facts about housing.

To privatize Roosevelt Island would cost the City a billion dollars or
more. The crisis in affordable housing is worse than it was in 1970. Now
it would have to replace those it has already built before it could begin to
address the new need. It would require building 2000 new units. It would
also require buying the land (which we now own), building to code (which
was lifted), and meeting zoning requirements (which were waived); also
new construction costs have skyrocketed. Since our beginning the pri-
vateers think only of their money and never about their benefactors — the
taxpayers of New York who have subsidized them for decades. For them,
greed is more important than gratitude.

Affordable housing is entwined in the lives of millions of our citizens.
To rip it apart would be the ultimately folly. And a degradation of our
civic conscience.

Islanders will have an opportunity to discuss this further when elected
public officials visit here to talk about affordable housing.

Richard Wade

In the days before seatbelts and child car seats, I would stand on the
passenger seat of my family’s 1939 Ford as my mother made me a reluc-
tant participant in her shopping expeditions in our Western New York
home town. It happened that our route took us past the orphanage, a
Catholic institution for children without parents. Invariably, Mom would
say, “Those poor kids.” She had seven siblings ranging from much older
to much younger — and she had a strong sense of the value of family.

In today’s America, such classic orphanages are rare, for so many

couples seek the satisfactions of raising children.

But in the Third World, the numbers of orphaned and abandoned chil-

dren are distressingly high, and the

* human and social costs are enor-

lS l a n d mous. Orphans International —a

Roosevelt Island-based charity —is

b making a brilliant effort to create a

O Se rv e r better world through care of or-

phans in several countries, and by

seeing each child as a whole person with a future that can make a posi-
tive contribution to a better world.

Tonight’s event at Manhattan Park Theater Club will contribute to-
ward creation of Roosevelt Island House, one of many steps being taken
here to reach out to the most vulnerable victims of the December tsu-
nami. It’s your opportunity to make an important difference in the lives
of some very needful children in a way that goes beyond simple necessi-
ties. Join your neighbors, but if, by the time you’re reading this, you’ve
missed the event, you can still contribute. The address is: Orphans
International, 540 Main Street #418, Roosevelt Island, NYC10044.
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Letters

To the Editor:

This is in response to the Janu-
ary 26 RIOC Board meeting (tran-
script at nyc10044.com/wire/2511/
wire2511.html) and David Kraut’s com-
ments praising the Public Safety
Department (PSD) and how he’s “at
a loss to understand where the un-
dertow of criticism and negative
comments” regarding PSD comes
from.

So PSD made one arrest (after the
guy advertised to a PSD officer his
intent to commit a cvime that very
night), whoopee! Kraut praised the
officers for “showing up despite
blizzards and leaving their families
to come here.” I left my family and
went to work in the snow, too, but
that doesn’t make me a hero. This
is clearly indicative of the low ex-
pectations RIOC has of PSD.

I personally have numerous logs
of PSD not showing up or showing
up, talking with a perp, and letting
him go without an arrest or sum-
mons, of PSD telling me they (with-
out RIOC’s knowledge) personally
authorized a party in Northtown
Park for 75+ people to play ridicu-
lously loud music out of their ille-
gally parked cars and drink alcohol
publicly, of times when PSD pulled
up outside my apartment window
and slept in their scooter vehicle
for 90 minutes, of no parking spots
available on Main Street because
they’re occupied by the Friends of
RIOC/PSD Club, not to mention in-
numerable other occasions where
they’ve acted unprofessionally,
disrespectfully and seemingly un-
supervised. All this has been docu-
mented and given to the appointed
RIOC president Herb Berman.
Maybe Berman did not copy any
of the RIOC board members on this.

The allocation for PSD in the ‘04-
‘05 RIOC budget is projected at $2.5
million. $2.5m is outrageous for an
overweight, inept, unsupervised
troop of clowns. This money could
easily pay for private security
forces in each building that would
then be accountable to the man-
agement and residents of that build-
ing. NYPD would then be respon-
sible to patrol the streets as in ev-
ery other City neighborhood.

The problem is that neither RIOC
nor PSD are accountable to the resi-
dents they serve. PSD is account-
able to RIOC, which is accountable
only to Pataki in Albany, not to resi-
dents. RIOC keeps hoping we’ll get
tired of complaining about it. We
will. But we’ll keep complaining,
organizing and meeting with our
elected leaders and we will not rest
until we see our tax dollars — City
and State — representing our inter-
ests in our neighborhood.

Damon LaScot

Letters deadline for April 2

issue: Tuesday, March 29
After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the
editor, to the community, and to/from of-
ficials. Publication on a Name Withheld
basis will be considered, but the writer's
name, address, and phone number
must be provided for verification and
for our records; letters submitted anony-
mously will not be published.

Preferred method of submis-
sion: E-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file),
or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the
desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE. Alternatives: Typed copy
left at 531 Main Street. Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered if brief,
but we are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters. All letters subject
to acceptance and to editing for
length and clarity. Recommended maxi-
mum length, 300 words; longer letters will
be considered if their content merits the
required space.

To the Editor:

Tonight (Saturday, March 19), there will be a marvelous concert at the
Manhattan Park Theatre Club starting at 7:30. The quality of the profes-
sional cast is reason enough to buy a ticket. But there’s much more:

The concert is a fundraiser for the children orphaned by the tsunami in
Sumatra, Indonesia. There are many fine organizations — the Red Cross
and UNICEF come to mind — that are dealing with the immediate needs of
the region’s injured and displaced. But I don’t know of a single group
other than Roosevelt Island’s own Orphans International that is asking
the question, “When the children are fed and housed, then what?”

Orphans International was founded by Jim Luce of Eastwood to an-
swer that question. In “campuses” around the world, OI has created
oases that will raise orphaned children to be “citizens of the world,” to be
literate denizens of the 21st Century, ready to contribute to their societ-
ies rather than to be a drain on them.

Tonight’s concert will raise funds for the first house, Roosevelt Island
House, that will house the first four kids of the 240 that OI plans to shelter
in 60 houses in the hard-hit Banda Aceh region of Sumatra. We have the
rare opportunity to really make a difference in the lives of these children,
for the present crisis and for the decades to come.

Roosevelt Island is blessed with an extraordinary concentration of
talented musicians and some of them will entertain you this evening.
Please plan to come and please, bring your checkbook. Orphans Interna-
tional is Roosevelt Island’s gift to the world and you’ll be glad you
supported it.

Matthew Katz

To the Editor:

Most of the time we humans will readily complain when things go
wrong, even slightly, but we become stingy with praise when things go
well. So, I’ve decided to take a little time to thank Public Safety.

About two weeks ago, after midnight, I received a phone call from a
neighbor and a frantic voice told me that her daughter was unconscious.
Since this family doesn’t speak English, they didn’t know what to do but
call me.

I called Public Safety immediately to inform them of the situation and
then ran over to my neighbor’s apartment. Two Public Safety officers
were there in an instant. While they were collecting data on the uncon-
scious woman, a Fire Department EMS crew arrived to take her to the
hospital. All of this took only a few minutes. Apparently, Public Safety
immediately contacted the FDNY EMS in response to my call.

Iam very grateful for the presence of the officers of Public Safety; they
are doing such a fine job. I simply don’t understand why some people
complain about their service. I wonder what people want and why they
are so ungrateful in regard to these, our first responders.

Sonia Jang
President, Roosevelt Island Korean Association

To the Editor:

The Louis Kahn Memorial is a finely designed work. But it does not
belong in the middle of our scarce and precious parkland. Its oblique,
blocky design does not harmonize with nature or a wooded area. Its
imposing, massive design is an obstruction to a fantastic river view that
is our valuable heritage — a heritage we should cherish, protect, and
preserve.

On the southern tip of the Island we do not need closed walls of solid
polished stone and granite that are reminiscent of a foreboding walled
fortress. We do not need a large dominating stone structure. We do not
need formalized and oppressing stone stairs. We do not need several
parallel rows of very un-naturally arranged trees.

We need totally open areas of grasses, shrubs, bushes and trees that
birds and lovers of nature can relate to with song in their hearts. We do
not need stone walkways. We do not need embankments of stone that
we would have to peer over to see the river. We need a pathway of soft
comforting grass under our feet naturally leading the way to the water’s
edge.

On our Island, any stone structure, such as the granite walkway near
the subway, is soon covered with thousands of unsightly long-lasting
gull droppings. In a natural grassland area these droppings rapidly van-
ish with the help of nature’s biological cleanup system — a system that
nourishes the grasses, bushes, and shrubs.

All throughout Roosevelt Island there are too many solid stone and
brick structures with cold, harsh corners and fagades soaring to tower-
ing heights. With ever more buildings coming, we need a place to have a
rest from these solid, ultra-formal, lifeless, and inflexible formations that
are consuming more and more of our free space. We need space to
breathe, to feel and enjoy unobstructed nature. Trees are a wonderful
free-form living and breathing natural creation of nature. The land has a
soul that needs exposure to sun and sky. It should not be buried under
stone. Let Southpoint remain natural and be true unto itself.

Martin Atkins

To the Editor:

In the 19 years I am living on this Island this is the first time I feel I must
write a letter to the editor.

There was just a knock on my door and, upon opening it to the UPS
man, I noticed a note, taped to the door just above the peephole, from the
Eastwood Building Committee legal fund announcing to the world that I
have not made a donation as of yet.

First of all, it is my decision and only my business if I make a donation
or not. I have had visits to my door, envelopes slipped under my door,
and now this taped on my door. These community “activists” only know
my name and where I live when a donation is needed, but pass me on
Main Street or at Trellis or in Gristede’s, and they just walk by and then
I’'m standing there feeling foolish saying hello to someone who is ignor-
ing me.

I am not in any way commenting on the purpose of the collection since
I believe that, too, is my business only. But really, if one has not donated
by now one of two things are happening — they cannot afford to make a
donation, or they do not wish to make a donation.

Marion Falk



Parking on Main Street is an ongoing problem on
Roosevelt Island. We hear many complaints from resi-
dents ranging from school bus traffic to cars being
left on Main Street for extended periods. There isn’t
one single solution to address the various parking/
traffic issues on Main Street. I would, however, like to
remind residents of the parking guidelines.

Main Street is a metered parking zone. This means
it is intended for short term use by patrons of the
various commercial businesses along Main Street, and
for brief drop-offs/pick-ups and deliveries. Meters
are located along the street and residents and visitors

should display their
parking receipt promi-

The nently in their front

RIOC

Column

window.

On a walk along
Main Street one recent
afternoon, more than
half of the vehicles
parked on Main Street
displayed the New
York City Department
of Transportation’s handicapped sticker. Several oth-
ers had handicapped tags hanging on display in the
windshield. Public Safety cannot issue tickets to ve-
hicles displaying these permits/stickers.

Also observed were cars that did not display a park-
ing receipt. [ have directed our Public Safety Depart-
ment to begin a more diligent effort to ticket vehicles
illegally parked along Main Street. Residents need to
be aware that a vehicle that does not display appro-
priate receipts/stickers/permits will be ticketed. Please
inform your relatives, visitors, etc. to be sure to utilize
the parking meters. Vehicles which are not removed
once ticketed, will be towed at the owner’s expense.
While I would hope that this does not occur, resi-
dents need to be advised that in order to keep Main
Street available for appropriate parking uses, long-
term parking will not be tolerated. This policy will be

applied uniformly to any car parked illegally on Main
Street.

For RIOC’s part, I have also directed that no RIOC
vehicles are to be parked on Main Street during the
day for more than ten minutes. The sole exception is
the RIOC Jeep which must be available throughout
the day for business purposes. It is sometimes neces-
sary for staff to stop
at 591 Main Street
to drop off or pick
up items. However,
I will be enforcing
that this should be
for no more than 10
minutes. If a visit
to 591 extends be-
yond ten minutes,
staff have been di-
rected to utilize the
long-term parking
at the north end of
Main Street or seek
special permission
from RIOC manage-
ment to park be-
yond ten minutes.

Roosevelt Island
offers residents
and visitors long-
term parking at the
north end of Main Street and in the Motorgate ga-
rage. In addition, the RIOC Red Buses loop the Island
atregular intervals so getting from Motorgate to Main
Street is quite easy — and it costs only $.25, a bargain
in this day! I strongly encourage residents to take
advantage of these options.

I believe this policy promotes safe use of Main Street
and strengthens our local businesses. While it does
not fully solve the problem, I do think it will have a
positive effect on Main Street.

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

NYC10044
Roosevelt Island

Website —

Wondering when something
happened on Roosevelt
Island? Check back issues of
The WIRE at nyc10044.com,
where you'’ll also find the
TimeLine, a comprehensive
history of the Island.

First and foremost, if you are reading this before
Saturday, March 19, at 8:00 p.m., please attend the
benefit for the Indonesian children orphaned by the
tsunami. This is very much a community effort with

so many organizations, performers, and local stores

donating time, talent, and merchandise to make this a

success — but it needs and deserves your support.

Besides, it will be a lot

of fun. So, see you to-

T h night at the Manhat-

e tan Park Theater Club

(across the street from

R I R A the ramp to the bridge).

And speaking about

the ramp to the bridge

COIumn — be careful. A neigh-

bor fell into a pothole

at the base of that ramp

last week, broke his shoulder, needed extensive sur-

gery and is now recuperating at home in a lot of pain.

And while you are watching for potholes, be careful

in front of the church plaza as well — there are a num-
ber of dislodged tiles and a really deep hole as well.

It’s pathetic that this space needs to be dedicated
to a list of serious safety hazards on our streets and
sidewalks, but, since RIOC feels that no maintenance
work can be conducted during the winter, I guess that
we need to watch out, occasionally break some bones,
and wait. And while we are waiting, we can note the
prodigious construction and cement pouring that has
proceeded unabated lo these many winter months at
Southtown and Octagon park, and we can note the
repairs being made on streets and sidewalks outside
of our fair Island. Also, forget about repairs in the
street near Gristede’s this year, since RIOC announced
at their last Board meeting that they will wait until
construction is completed and the heavy trucks finish
wrecking our roads.

Having segued to that RIOC meeting, I left work as
early as I could, but still was only able to catch the tail
end — the part where the projected budget was flashed
on the screen and then there was a round of congratu-
lations on the good job everyone was doing. As a
reward, the board approved an across-the-board 2.75%
raise, having confirmed the shortening of the work
week from 40 to 35 hours at last month’s meeting —
which works out to an increase of over 17% per hour.
They announced they will also hire a Chief Financial
Officer and an Office Assistant. Then they adjourned
for a “five-minute break,” after which they would take
up the unpleasant chore of listening to the comments
and questions from the handful of residents listening

to the proceedings. I waited 25 minutes, but they still
hadn’t returned. Good government in action!
Fortunately, our elected representatives are a hell of
lot more responsive than the RIOC crew appointed by
Pataki. RIRA understands that the most important
issue on the agenda of almost all residents is the abil-
ity to keep their apartment costs at an affordable level.
We are reaching out to our representatives for avail-
able programs and other ideas that will enable those
residents to afford to stay in buildings that are planned
to be privatized. This is an election year for Mayor,
City Council, and Borough President. RIRA will be
inviting candidates for all these positions to come to
. www the Island and ad-
dress the commu-
nity. At that time,
you will be able to
hear from them
what ideas they
have to keep the
rents in these
buildings reason-
able. It is in our
best interests to
elicit as many
promises as we can
during this vote-
getting season.
Regarding our
suit to protect Oc-
tagon Park, there
will be a hearing
this Thursday,
March 24, at 9:15
a.m. in Room 1301
at 100 Centre
Street. We are encouraging all residents interested in
the outcome of this case to join RIRA Council mem-
bers in the courtroom. Unfortunately, the hearing is
on a workday, so we understand that many people
won’t be able to attend, but a good turnout will indi-
cate to the judge that his ruling is important to the
community. Ifit’s all possible, please try to attend.
Finally, Gallery RIVAA has a very clear exhibit and
video simulation of what the Roosevelt Foundation
proposes for Southpoint Park. These folks claim that
they can fully fund the construction of the Louis Kahn
plan, as well as the clearing and improved access of
the area north of the Renwick ruin. Have a look, and
be sure to write your opinion of this plan in the log
book.
So, Happy Spring — let the repairs begin!

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net
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COMING UP

— This Weekend —

Roosevelt Island’s Tsunami Orphans Benefit, sponsored by the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association, tonight (Sat.,
Mar. 19), 8:00 p.m., Manhattan Park
Theater, featuring the Island’s pro-
fessional music and dance perform-
ers, including *Kay Story, Janice
Pendarvis®™, Damon LaScot, Tex
Allen, Mike Daly, and others. $20
(seniors, disabled $10). Doors open
at 7:30. Refreshments available.

Orphans International Week at Trellis, today through Fri., Mar.
25. Orders/servings over $20 produce $1 for OI (see ad, page 5).

v =z <Works of Portrait Artist Dianne Robbins, con-
; L B 1 tinuing through the month, in the Rivercross window
, g gallery, presented by the Mother Earth Committee.
; The Louis Kahn FDR Memorial for Southpoint,
and Fri., 6-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11 am.-
5p.m. (See ad, page 6.)

Soft-Sculptured Dolls by Rebecca Knell, on dis-
play in the gallery window at 625 Main Street, con-
tinuing through mid-April. >

continuing through Mar. 27 at Gallery RIVAA Wed

— The Coming Week —

Eastwood Building Committee Auction, Sat., Mar. 26, 7:00 p.m., Se-
nior Center, 546 Main Street. Donations of goods and services being
accepted now. Call 212-755-4089. (See ad, page 6.)

— Future Events —

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Mar. 28, 8:00 p.m. Visi-
tors welcome. Additional information: 212-751-9577.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Apr. 2. (To receive e-mail
bulletins between issues, send an “Add Me” message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadline: Ads in the paper,
Thursday, Mar. 24; decision on fliers for The Bag, Mon., Mar. 28; inserts
due Thur,, Mar. 31. Future issues: Apr. 16,30; May 14; June 4, 18; July 2, 30;
Aug. 27; Sept. 10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17. News phone,
212-826-9055; urgent matters
917-617-0449. Phone for display
and classified advertising place-
ment and information,
212-751-8214. To list your
organization’s Island-related event
here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street;
provide a telephone number for follow-up questions. There is no charge
for such listings.

La Leche League meeting for breastfeeding and pregnant women, Mon.,
Apr. 4, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P. Information: 212-832-1188.

Residents Association Common Council Meeting, Wed., Apr. 6, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level) Open to all; a public-
session opportunity to address the Council is included at the start of
each meeting. N

Art Auction Benefit for Orphans International
to Build Roosevelt Island House for Tsunami Or-
phans, Sat., Apr. 9, 12:00-4:00, Gallery RIVAA, 527
Main Street. Viewing at 12:00, bidding 1:00-4:00.
Cash and checks only. Refreshments. :

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Apr. 11, §: 00 p.m. Visi-
tors welcome. Additional information: 212- 751 9577.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Apr. 14, 9:30 a.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Apr. 21, 6:30 p.m., Pass-
ing, by Nella Larsen. Copies of book available at the branch.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Apr. 25, 8:00 p.m. Visi-
tors welcome. Additional information: 212-751-9577.

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at

531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Senior Center

Monday
10:00, Computers for Beginners
10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage

12-2, Painting & Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Chinese Massage
10:30, Creative Arts

10:30, Blood Pressure Screening  12:30, Movie

12:30, “Oldies” Movies 7:00, Dance

1:00, Tai Chi Friday
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners) 9:30, Yoga

10:30, Computers

1:00, Bridge

7:00, Games (RISA)
Saturday

7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Tuesday
10:00, Chinese Massage
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday

9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Computers
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus

Special Events
Sat., Mar. 19, 6:00, St. Patrick’s
Day Party.
Mon., June 13, five-day motor
coach tour to Niagara Falls.

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203

The Public Safety Blotter for the last half of February is now available
on Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/wire/2513/blot2513.html.
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the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

dineg 1939

EEER‘ FAK

Watsontown, Pa.

It’s all about the nutrition...
Science says that fresh fruits and
vegetables are best for you - the
natural way to acquire the
vitamins, minerals, and other
nutrients you and your family
need for good health.

z;szmvz}/a, Thhank you orwﬁgajoify With usevery 3aturdk].

$2 off any fare over $20
____Cllp & Save this Coupon

Authentic Thai Cuisine

A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.
—-Zagat survey

Superior Thai cooking

—Newsday

CHEN

SINCE 1980

“Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions

— We deliver to Roosevelt Island —
www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street * Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743
Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

THE GROG SHOP

605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We
specialize
in
wines
from
all
nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Est. 1969

MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

» Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning

+ Shirts Laundered

» Expert European Tailoring

» Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
» Storage Available

* Draperies & All Household ltems

* Free Pick-up and Delivery

» Concierge Or To Your Door

+ Storage Available

» Complimentary Laundry Bag
» Convenient Monthly Billing

» Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street * Long Island City « NY » 11101

TEL: 718-729-4566  FAX: 718-729-4344

Now is the time to come for a visit!

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and Full-time
Preschool Programs
for children 2.6 through 4 years
Subsidized Full-Day Pre-K

www.ridn.org

Registration for September 2005 opens mid-March
4 RIVER ROAD 593-0750




Tonight!

8:00 (doors open 7:30)

Manhattan Park Theater Club

Across from Gristede’s, behind the arch

— Help build -
ORPHANS INTERNATIONAL
ROOSEVELT ISLAND HOUSE

in Sumatra, Indonesia,
for children orphaned by the Tsunami

BENEFIT
CONCERT

featuring
Mike Daly
Kay Story and Damon LaScot
Tex Allen and Janice Pendarvis
The 92nd Street Y Lindyhoppers (Swing Dancers)

$20 per person, $10 for seniors and disabled
Tickets at the door * Refreshments available
All proceeds will go to Roosevelt Island-based
Orphans Inernational to expand its operations into Sumatra
SPONSORED BY RIRA, MANHATTAN PARK AND THE PS/IS 217 PTA

Tax Preparation
and a Whole Lot More...

Certified Financial Planning
Insurance
Investments
Mortgages
Real Estate
Accountable Financial Management Corp.

599 Main Street * Roosevelt Island

212-644-8231

Website www.AccountFin.com
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A Special Week

Today through Friday (Mar. 25), for every
dinner check of $20 or over, and every
take-out or delivery order $20 or over,

Trellis will contribute $1 to Orphans

International for construction of Roosevelt

Island House in Sumatra. As the Roosevelt
Island community serves the world
community through Roosevelt Island-
based Orphans International, Trellis is
really pleased to be able to help
in this important project.

See you at Trellis.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Bright Horizons

FAMILY SOLUTIONS®

Make a difference in the life of a child!

Bright Horizons on Roosevelt Island has full time openings for Infant & Toddler
Assistant Teachers and a Toddler Teacher. Experience working with young
children required for Assistant positions. A CDA, AA or BAin ECE or related
field preferred for Teacher position. We provide orientation, competitive sala-
ries and a comprehensive benefits package. Applicants must be at least 18
years of age and eligible for US employment.

Contact Melissa for more information and to apply.
Phone 732-787-3465, Fax 732-495-5014
E-mail mdesousa@brighthorizons.com.
Visit our website www.brighthorizons.com
AA/EOE

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds, page 6
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We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.

We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
212-751-8214.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You Have

Eurniture
Upttﬁo/ste'r'q, S/ipcove-r's
\%//pape-r' (C;H ﬁa[rr’ic
Carpef ((;-« A-r'ea /ngs
A// W'nc/ow Feafments
7E/oor 6—4 ﬁrrace 77/95
Lfg/vt/ng
Carpentrq
Kifcrl)en /Qenovaf/on
,Dainf C;—« 7Eaux 7Cinfs/7es
A// Acces‘sories
C/oset D 1sign

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

212-751-8214

No jol) too small
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AUCTION

Saturday, March 26
Senior Center, 546 Main St.

View Auction Items: 6:00 PM
Auction Starts at 7:00 PM
FREE ADMISSION
All Roosevelt Island Residents Are Welcome!
Bring a Friend!
Refreshments Available

Goods and Services Are Still Accepted.
We have an excellent variety of new items
and many valuable services to bid on.

Cash or checks are accepted

For information on donations, call Fay 755-4089 or Linda 980-9661

Ad paid for by private donation

Southpoint from page 1

trouble starting things. The problem is that
the thing that gets finished is not the thing
that gets started.”

Ponton continued, “My feeling is that we
should proceed... Ilike what I see [in TPL’s
Wild Gardens / Green Rooms plan]. I think
less is more; grass is better than concrete...
but if we are going to do this, we ought to do
this, not, ‘by the way somebody wants an
umbrella shop there because he found some
loophole in the law.” We ought to do this, or
we ought to do something else that we all
agree on — not this, and then tweaking for
something else that comes up later on.”

Resident Board member Patrick Stewart
reminded Ponton of a “something else” that
came up in the mid-"90’s during the RIOC
presidency of Dr. Jerome Blue. “There is

Website NYC10044 nyc10044.com
Rose Harvey, Mid-Atlantic Director for the
Trust for Public Land, says her organization
in ready to move on phase one of
Southpoint Park, and says that phase could
be completed within two years.

some history... That has been tried before —
the Marriott Hotel. What stopped the
Marriott Hotel was a concentrated effort, on
the part of the citizens of this community, to
fight it. There were other issues to build
things that were considered by the commu-
nity to be inappropriate, and the community,
through the Residents Association, fought
those things. And I do believe — the power
of money is the greatest of all — but I do
believe here that, with the power of this com-
munity, this City, this State, and so on, it will
lessen the impact [of temptations to deviate
from the plan]. We’ve talked about hotels
down there; we’ve talked about amusement
parks down there, about the Dali Lama be-
ing down there — literally — and any number
of things. And we’ve also talked about just
planting the place full of daisies. Tome, asa
member of the committee [working on this
project], there has been an incredible amount

The WIRE needs you!

Every “WIRE Friday” a jovial
group of volunteers get together
to “stuff and count” The WIRE to
prepare it for distribution. It
happens from 10 to 2, and lunch
is supplied. Join us! Call Teri
Sheridan at 212-319-7408.

of work done [by and for TPL], a tremen-
dous amount of community input done. Ido
believe there is a tremendous amount of po-
litical support for it. That is not to say any
of those entities are not susceptible to the
almighty dollar, but I personally believe that
if the community is committed to this, and
that while there is always the danger, I be-
lieve — I hope — that this exceptional good
work will prevail.”

Harvey pointed out that City and Federal
grants to create a park at Southpoint could
effectively preclude detours from creation
of a park: “If State money is forthcoming
[and] Federal money is forthcoming... that
restricts it. Itis a legal restriction on the use,
if you get State money for parkland, you must
sign a commitment that it will szay parkland.
So it’s an additional protection.”

Resident Board member David Kraut em-
phasized the need for RIOC to put initial fund-
ing into the plan: ‘“We can wish a park, we
can all be in favor of a park, but unless we
know we’re going to be able to put up some
money, find some money, get some money,
dig out some money...” Referring to the Wild
Gardens phase one plan projected on a
screen, Kraut added, “T happen to know there
is buried treasure down there, and if you dig
up the ground so it looks like that [plan on
the screen] when it’s finished, you’ll have
the treasure. But unless there’s actual fund-
ing in place or assurance that we will find it,
no resolution of this Board has any meaning
atall.”

Labate agreed: “Absolutely. That’s the
crux of it.”

She added a comment about a plan for a
Franklin D. Roosevelt memorial, designed by
Louis Kahn, on the southern portion of
Southpoint: “I’ve had some discussions on
the Louis Kahn Roosevelt Memorial... This
morning I met with the FDR memorial group,
and they are in perfect agreement with us
that nothing we do in phase one would pre-
clude the memorial from going forward.
They’re looking at the southern 2.5 acres. [
have invited them to present their plan to us
[at our April meeting]. It’s been around for a
while, and I think it’s good to clear up any...
to refresh any misconceptions about the
plan. Ijust wantyou to know that it’s still on
the table. Again, I think if we’re going to be
successful, as a Board if we’re going to agree,
if we’re going to be successful in finding
other partners, it’s very important that we
go into this with a unified voice.

“I think we will scare any potential funder
away if the FDR people are fighting with the
RIOC people, Living Library is fighting...
Who’s going to want to fund it? I don’t
think we would want to do it as a corpora-
tion if it is immediately met with animosity
and tension. So I’m not suggesting that we
shouldn’t debate the design, but I am sug-
gesting that if it gets mired in acrimony, we
could put these plans on the shelf like a few
other plans have been placed.”

Closing the discussion, Labate thanked
TPL. “They have taken on this project with-
out a penny of funding to do it. They’ve
done it with great professionalism and thor-
oughness.”

A partial word-for-word transcript of the
discussion quoted here is posted on Website
NYC10044 with this issue of The WIRE.

Coming to Light
The Louis I. Kahn Monument to
Franklin D. Roosevelt for New York City

Presented by the Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association in association
with the Irwin S. Chanin School of Architecture of The Cooper Union and
the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute

Gallery RIVAA
527 Main Street
March 12-27

Wednesdays and Fridays, 6-9pm
Saturdays and Sundays, 11am-5pm

This exhibition was made possible
with support from The Reed Foundation

Classified

50¢/word * 212-751-8214

Deadline for April 2 issue: Tuesday, March 29
Deadline for April 16 issue: Tuesday, April 12

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is
Rl resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC - Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school
days. 212-593-0750.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident
Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET — The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices. Log on today!

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - Prompt service. 212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

ELDER LAW - Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home
Matters, Estate Planning. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite
4401, New York NY 10119. 800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal. Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Ben
Truehalf, 212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - The Icla da Silva Foundation is looking for volunteers
to help in the office, located at Goldwater Memorial Hospital on Roosevelt Island.
Please call Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Rich color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street#413 / NYC 10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no
phone or credit card orders. Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

CAT-SITTER - VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

MOVING? — Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into
dollars.
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Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
and Roosevelt Island’s Families for Over 20 Years

. MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP

« Located Near Pelham Manor

« Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute

o Non-Competitive Atmosphere

« All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators Origami and Arts & Crafts

« Early Childhood Program led by Experienced Skill Development in Team Sports
Mount Tom Day School Staff » Nature/Science Program

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805 914-636-8130

Web site: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOL.COM

Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
Music, Drama and Dance
Tennis Instruction

_Voomericon
”/ossoc‘oi'on
—

CACCREDITED -

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D. Formerly known as

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505 MAILBOXES ETC.

Don’t wait until the last minute

to schedule your child’s camp physical...
Do it ody e tore™

Office Hours

Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday * 1:30 - 5:30 p.m. * Mailbox & Postal Services
T b » Color Copies
W id h ive health to child d adol ts. : 1 1
or g rovidecomprahansive heafca tochiron and adleceanty « Packaging & Moving Supplies

 Shipping World Wide
Roosevelt Island Family

& Cosmetic Dentistry 1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61 & 62™)
Our philosophy: Our office offers adults D,m:t&;ﬁ;ﬁﬁg&grﬁaﬁﬁﬁgm Phone 212-832-1390
e hidon s Qulty Dl Skt vovaurunss | | F8X 212:832-1586
respect for their time at a moderate dental a%ﬁiﬁté%\zﬂ?ypg@zm E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers, | Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants. Guardian, First Fortis, etc.
] ’—m » [E 1275 First Avenue (betw. 68t & 69t)
Daytime Hours: Mon Fr9 6 t e., Wed. 12 5Th€ r.3-7 Phone 212-535-3325
| urs: ., Fri. 9-6; Tue., . 12-5; Thur. 3-
g Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9 Fax 2_1 2-535-3380
Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC I\Eﬂ-fgaé! ?%0;?31008§>@T1%eg%Sstog-%om
Treating residents 24 years B IV I, at. -0, oun. -

501 Main Street « 212-752-8722

. Home Health Aide
JaCk Re SHICk, M.D. Professional, compassionate, with 10 years of experience working

. k with the elderly. Will do light cooking and housework.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP Very reasonable rates. Available day or night.

Specialist in Adult Medicine Suzette
718-763-8364

(References available)

HeAaItth I/’Jasn: Alcgrt]:epted 2 12 H Call
etna ealthcare - ouse Calils
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
C'G',:‘,l'ﬁ‘lt?g'n HIP 832-2310 For the frail elderly
Oxford and the FULLY INSURED
United Healthcare homebound Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Medicare . Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work
501 Main Street

Rivercross References

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044 21 2 7 51 _82 1 4
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Located on the shores of the east side fier of Long Island'€

9-01 501H AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, MY 11108 TEL: 718.399.5000 FAX: 718.399.5556

Have your next affair at Riverview
Great for Corporate Events
Ideal for Your Private Party

Riverview offers dining with casual elegance in an
unparalleled environment. Our superb staff is extraordinarily
attentive to guest needs.

The ambiance, along with the beauty of the food
preparation, as well as the gracious service, caters to
everyone.

Riverview is the ideal location for an intimate dinner as
well as the place to hold your next business meeting or social
event (wedding, engagement party, shower, anniversary, Bar
Mitzvah, etc.), regardless of size.

We feature a 250-seat dining area and a 50-seat private
and more intimate room.

Valet parking is available.

Riverview Restaurant is located in the luxury
Avalon Waterfront Tower, just south of the
landmark Pepsi-Cola sign. Recently opened,
Riverview promises to be the borough’s new
showcase. Riverview has a warm and
welcoming feeling while maintaining an elegant
atmosphere. Riverview sparkles with
contemporary flair, downtown style, and
snappy food. Riverview features a colorful,
trendy lounge with its unique circular design
for enjoying after-work delights.

2-01 S0TH IVE. LONG SAND CITY, MY 11101 TiL: 718.592.5000 fiX: 718.592.5556



