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Octagon Apartments Challenge

Is Before Judge; Decision Soon

Shortly after the most recent court
session on the Octagon project,
The T��� issued an e-mail
bulletin with news of the session.
When a decision is available, it
will be announced in an e-mail
bulletin, as well.  To sign up for
the free bulletins, which have
replaced WIRE EXTRA editions,
send an AddMe  message to
bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Briefly...
According to sources familiar with presentations

RIOC�s real-estate consultant has made to RIOC Board
members, he has in mind attempting to attract both a
Target store and construction of a sports arena.
[Editor�s note:  This is not an April Fool�s item.]

by Dick Lutz
The fate of the Octagon Apartments project will not

be known until later this month.  In March 24 oral
arguments before Justice William A. Wetzel of the
State Supreme Court, the project�s defenders asked
for and got an April 1 date for filing final papers.

Justice Wetzel�s questions to
opposing counsels in the March
24 session were seen by several
observers to be hostile to the
Residents Association�s at-
tempts to stop the project � most
particularly toward RIRA�s fail-
ure to seek an immediate injunc-
tion after the RIOC Board of Di-
rectors gave the project a final
go-ahead on October 14.  Wetzel
expressed misgivings about
stopping the development after
millions of dollars have been sunk into the project.

This raised the possibility of a judgment favoring
the development, whatever Wetzel�s view of the mer-
its of RIRA�s broader case.  That is, he could require a
substantial bond � $14 million was mentioned � that
would be well beyond RIRA�s reach.  Such a bond, he
said, would protect the developer if a higher court
eventually reversed a finding for RIRA and against
RIOC and the developer.

If the case goes against RIOC, an appeal is virtually
certain, though, depending on the nature of the deci-
sion, RIOC could seek a change in the law to pave the
way for the project.  If the project survives the RIRA
challenge in this court, an appeal is likely to depend
on legal and financial resources available to the resi-
dents� organization, as well as the basis of the judge�s
decision in rejecting the petition to have the project
stopped.

The two sides meet head to head over the intent
and meaning of the 2002 Roosevelt Island Open
Spaces Law.

Here�s what the law says:  No further development
or construction for other than park purposes shall
be permitted on any real property which is identified
as open space areas [including Octagon Park] in the
General Development Plan... such real property shall
remain open space areas for the duration of the lease
unless such development or construction includes
the reconstruction, restoration, rehabilitation or
preservation of the historic landmarks located in
such open space areas and furthers the use of the
areas surrounding the historic landmarks as open
spaces areas.

The historic landmark, in this case, is the Octagon
tower, the only remnant of a �pauper lunatic asylum�
designed for New York City by Alexander Jackson
Davis.  RIRA claims that �areas surrounding the his-
toric landmarks� means all the rest of Octagon Park;
RIOC contends the land has never been �dedicated�
as parkland, and that the �unless� provision of the

law was included specifically to permit the Octagon
Apartments project.  RIOC also favors a less strict
reading of �areas surrounding,� speaking of the �larger
open space context,� rather than one that defines ev-
ery square foot of ground other than the actual land-
mark as �open space� where non-park development

might be prohibited under
RIRA�s reading of the law.

RIRA and RIOC interpreta-
tions of the law are so different
that RIRA�s papers contain this
sentence, �The plain language
of the statute protects existing
open space areas,� while RIOC�s
contain this heading: �The 2002
Open Space Law contemplated
and permits the Octagon
project.�  RIOC also says its
counsel drafted the law�s lan-

guage and that �without the exception allowing for
the Octagon Project, Governor Pataki would not have
signed the bill.�

Arguing for RIRA, Reed Super of the Columbia En-
vironmental Law Center said, �It is plain language.  It
says that what it protects is open space.  It�s very
clear.  The entire 15 acres surrounding the landmark is
open space, so whether it�s dedicated as New York
State parkland or not, it is subject to the public trust.
The 2002 law says all open space in the GDP is pro-
tected.  This is all open space...  Replacing the wooded
area with a 13-story building transforms that area.�
He later added, �I find it Orwellian that they say they�re
saving something by destroying it.�

Speaking for RIOC, Stephen Kass later countered:
�It was clear this [legislation] was to deal with all the
open spaces.  The language is broad and clear, the
proposal was known to all, and the trajectory of the
legislation and its intent was clear.  It�s clear they were
trying to permit this project.�

Papers in the case, making these arguments and
others in far greater detail, are available on Website
NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/wire/2515/octapapr.html,
and as supplementary materials on line with earlier
issues of The WIRE.

Each side appears to have vulnerabilities in the case:
RIRA�s greatest vulnerability appears to be its fail-

ure to seek an early injunction.  In the legal concept of
�laches,� allowing a developer to sink money into a
project prejudices a petitioner�s case, at least with re-

Excavation for the Octagon Apartments project now appears complete.
The foreground area will be part of an underground garage.  The top of
the Octagon tower shows a new, lighter-colored finish where restoration
work has been done.  To the left, Coler Hospital rises behind the tower.

With an All-Out Evening of Entertainment, Island Organizations
Raise Over $10,000 to Build Roosevelt Island House in Sumatra

See Octagon, page 6

For Orphans of the December Tsunami  Left to right:  Mike Daly sang, Tex Allen played trumpet and accompanied Janice Pendarvis.  Jim Luce talked about the imminent opening
of Roosevelt Island House in Sumatra, and Orphans International�s campuses in other countries.  Emcee Ron-Bobb Semple interviewed Mikey Tang, who was drafted to help with
raffle drawings.  The 92nd Street Y Lindyhoppers danced; Damon LaScot and Kay Story performed a series of their own works.  A delegation from the PS/IS 217 Student Council
presented $800 raised in a penny harvest for Orphans International.  The event was put together by the Residents Association, the PS/IS 217 PTA, and Manhattan Park.  Trellis also
is contributing $337 based on an offer carried in the restaurant�s ad in the March 5 WIRE, giving $1 for every $20 dinner check in a one-week period.

Eastwood Auction Nets
Over $2300 for Legal Aid

Last Saturday night�s Eastwood auction brought
in over $2300 in purchases of donated items, as
residents raise funds for legal help in
negotiations with Roosevelt Island Housing
Management and the Belson organization over
plans to remove the building from the Mitchell-
Lama program.  Above, Ginny Pulos (left)
describes a mink jacket, modeled by Carol da
Silva, right.  Emcee-auctioneers Dolores Green
and Ron Vass (seated) prepare to take bids, as
auction organizer Fay Vass (standing under
bunting) looks on.  Pearl Thomas models another
coat sold at the auction (inset, right).  Funds are
still being collected for the legal fund; and contributions can be sent to
Harry Devine, Treasurer, 546 Main Street #722, NYC10044.
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To the Editor:
Kudos to Herb Berman who has

now personally observed the elite
parking on Main Street and has
taken action to even out the park-
ing field.

Cars parked without a parking
meter receipt were being ticketed
as of March 19. Habitual offenders
were being towed on March 19.
This is a welcome RIOC action to
improve the quality of life on the
Island for everyone � I was actu-
ally able to find a place along the
curb to pick up and drop off my
passengers.

The WIRE deserves credit for
having carried reports over the last
18 months listing the parking
abuses.  Residents have sent in let-
ters with individual testimony on
the same.

I am grateful that Herb Berman
has responded positively by initi-
ating this obvious step.

May we hope that this step will
be followed by others to deal with
the Main Street parking concerns?

David J. Bauer

Letters
To the Editor:

I would like to express my enor-
mous appreciation to the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association
(RIRA), the PTA and Student Coun-
cil of PS/IS 217, and Manhattan
Park, the performers, and the more
than 200 people who attended the
recent benefit to build Roosevelt
Island House for tsunami orphans.

The evening was a brilliant suc-
cess, with performers Mike Daly,
Kay Story, Damon LaScot, Tex
Allen, Janice Pendarvis, and the
92nd Street Y Lindyhoppers cap-
turing the audience�s attention the
entire evening.  We were pleased
with the number of residents who
expressed interest in sponsoring a
tsunami orphan in our care for $50
per month (or $600 per year).

I leave shortly for Aceh, on the
island of Sumatra in Indonesia, to
break ground for Roosevelt Island
House.  We were particularly
pleased that we have now raised
$11,041 towards the $16,000 needed
to build and furnish Roosevelt Is-
land House.  Additional tax-deduct-
ible contributions earmarked
Roosevelt Island House may be
sent to Orphans International
America at 540 Main Street #418,
NYC10044.

Special thanks to Steve Marcus,
Erin Feely-Nahem, Ellen Polivy,
Margie Smith, Joyce Mincheff,
Sherie Helstein, Matt Katz, Vicki
Feinmel, Chung Lee, and all the
many others who worked so hard
to pull off this wonderful event.

Also note that the Roosevelt Is-
land Visual Artists Association
(RIVAA) will host an art auction for
our house on Saturday, April 9.
Anyone interested in donating art
or attending may contact Bonnie
Goodman at globalbrg@earthlink.net.
Robin Russell of River Music is
also contemplating a future benefit
which may well include participa-
tion by the Main Street Theatre &
Dance Alliance.

I would like to add that none of
our staff or children were injured
by the latest earthquake measur-
ing 8.7 on the Richter scale; they
all went out and sat on the street
while our new campus pitched
wildly for thirty minutes�  Also,

To the Editor:
I�d like to express my sadness at

the loss of my good friend, Phil
Consolo, who has always been
there when I have needed him, in
good times and bad.  He was al-
ways a good listener, whether the
news concerned him or not.  I know
that everyone, including me, will
miss his fun and jokes and his great
cooking.

God bless you, Phil; we love
you.

Michelle Vidra

Nearly two months  after the City Council passed its
resolution granting the option of a 50-year extension
of tax abatements to Mitchell-Lama buildings (reported
in The WIRE February 19), no State or City official has
as yet offered a very convincing answer to either of
two nagging questions:  (1) What are the practical
implications of the resolution?  And (2) Does the reso-
lution apply at all to the four Mitchell-Lama buildings
on Roosevelt Island, where a 99-year lease agreement
beween the City and the State lays out an entirely
different tax plan for the Island � a plan which threat-
ens to bring an end to the period of tax exemption for
the four buildings,  and make their survival as  Mitchell-
Lamas a virtual impossibilty.

The second question raises some
extremely thorny issues, but it
seems that even the basic implica-
tions of the Council�s resolution
have been widely misunderstood,
and I fear false hopes have been
raised which may soon be dashed
by events � and not just  on
Roosevelt Island.  As I understand
it, what the City Council resolution
actually does is provide a new op-
tion to the owner(s) of a New York
City Mitchell-Lama building which
is approaching the point of paying
off i ts mortgage.  Under the
Mitchell-Lama law, a  building loses
its property tax exemption once it
has retired that mortgage; however,
the law defining the Mitchell-Lama
tax exemption was recently
amended to give local legislative bodies the right
to extend that exemption by as much as 50 years
beyond the time of the retirement of the debt.  In
exchange,  the buildings would have to continue
operating as before under the restrictions of the
Mitchell-Lama law.  In its resolution, the City Coun-
cil took advantage of that new provision in the law,
and gave Mitchell-Lama owners and shareholders
the option of staying in the program and keeping
their tax break.  Nothing is mandated, however, and
the level of the tax exemption which is to be ex-
tended stays at the same level as the one at the time
the mortgage is retired.

It sounds good, it�s a welcome gesture, it expresses
the will of the City�s legislative body to help preserve
affordable housing, and I sincerely hope it does help
some buildings remain affordable.  Unfortunately, if the
City Council resolution provides any benefit to any
Mitchell-Lama building in New York City, it will probably
not be to those on Roosevelt Island.  None of the four
builings here are even remotely close to paying off their
mortgage and thereby losing their tax abatement.  Con-
sider Island House, which is not unlike the other build-
ings: the Island House  mortgage is scheduled to expire
(along with the current ground lease, by the way), in the
year 2028.  As a result of the recent resolution, there will
then be a new option available to the owners (or rather to
their descendants or successors).  In that year (I myself
will be 83) when the current tenants (or descendants and
successors) have finally made that last scheduled mort-
gage payment, the then current owner (or his descen-
dants) will have full title to a building which at long last is
free and clear of debt; and along with that last payment
and the removal of a heavy expense from the building,
there will be this new option to stay in the Mitchell-Lama
program, substantially reduce the rents of the mortgage-
free building by an  amount which currently represents
about 30% of its expenses, maintain it as a limited-profit
rental or limited-equity coop, and keep its tax break until
the year 2078 � ten years beyond the expiration of the
Master Lease, by the way.  Of course, in this post-mort-
gage, tax-abatement-extended, Mitchell-Lama environ-
ment, many of the Island House tenants might make an
uncomfortable discovery:  As a result of the removal of
the burden of the mortgage and consequent lowering of
their rents, many will have to be surcharged; their in-
comes, which retired the old mortgage, will far exceed the
maximum levels permitted by the Mitchell-Lama law.  Am
I the only person who thinks this scenario is a delusion?

But all of this is very, very, far away, whereas the threats
looming over Island House, Westview, Eastwood, and
Rivercross are much more imminent.  The  City�s tax plan
for Roosevelt Island has been laid out in great detail
elsewhere, and it is ironic, in light of the recent action of
the City Council, that the greatest institutional threat to
the continuation of low- and middle-income housing
on Roosevelt Island comes from the City of New York
itself.  Which brings us to the second question:  Does
the resolution even apply to Roosevelt Island?

The City owns the Island, and has leased it for 99
years to a New York State public authority (UDC) for
purposes of developing a community according to cer-
tain guidelines set out in the 1969 contract known as the

Master Lease.  That Lease is a contract that sets out the
obligations of both parties.  Among other things, it de-
fines the tax abatement the City has given to UDC, which
UDC in turn passed on to the Mitchell-Lama buildings in
their sub-leases.  To make a long story short, the City
holds UDC accountable for payments in lieu of taxes
(PILOTs) on each building, which so far have been cal-
culated in the same manner as the traditional Mitchell-
Lama tax abatement � at 10% of the annual �shelter rent�
(rents or maintenance charges minus utilities), an amount
well below the level of property taxes on comparable
�free market� buildings.

However, the Lease also contains a provision that by
the 30th anniversary of its opening,
each building on Roosevelt Island
(Mitchell-Lama or not) is expected by
the City to be  fully tax-paying � pay-
ing what other, �conventionally fi-
nanced� buildings pay.  Each building
is operating under the shadow of that
threat:  Island House opened in 1975;
Westview and Eastwood in 1976;
Rivercross in 1977.  The time is fast
approaching for some decisions.

You well may ask:  Isn�t there any-
thing in the Mitchell-Lama law itself
which would prevent this elimination
of �the Mitchell-Lama tax abate-
ment?�  Aren�t Mitchell-Lama build-
ings guaranteed a tax abatement?  I
am not a lawyer � but there seems to
be no maximum tax specified in the law
(except in one important case), only a
minimum tax, the traditional amount we

are all familiar with, calculated by the formula of 10% of
the annual shelter rent.  Somehow, in the minds of many,
this formula has come to represent �the� Mitchell-Lama
tax abatement.  But it is not mandated by the statute and,
as we know, the City also provides tax exemptions at
various levels  in the form of PILOT contracts � such as
those contracts with public authorities like the Battery
Park City Authority or UDC.  The only maximum tax I
have found in the relevant section of the law applies to
cases where a Mitchell-Lama rental converts to a
Mitchell-Lama coop.  That detail could be enormously
important to Westview and Island House, two buildings
which are coming to an important crossroads.  The
PILOTs scheduled under the current ground leases could
conceivably bump headlong into such a ceiling, and
surely, in a conflict between the two documents, the State
law would prevail.

It might be argued, too, and has already been sug-
gested by some, that the State Legislature, in giving
the �local legislative body� the power to extend tax
abatements, also intended to give it the power to over-
ride existing contractual arrangements between the
City and the State on Roosevelt Island.  I myself find
it hard to believe that anyone specifically had
Roosevelt Island in mind, and the language of the
resolution is very careful to recognize existing con-
tracts.  In truth, the City itself offers tax exemptions at
various levels and schedules in the form of PILOTs,
both with Mitchell-Lama projects and public authori-
ties � and I am told that PILOT agreements are tradi-
tionally negotiated out of the Mayor�s office.  In its
repeated insistence that Roosevelt Island is �included�
in the resolution, does the Council of the City of New
York, then, challenge the right of the Mayor of  the
City of New York to negotiate PILOTs?  Or does the
City Council simply mean  that there is nothing in the
resolution which excludes Roosevelt Island from the
option of extending its �then current� level of tax ex-
emption for 50 years when the time comes � it�s just
that the level of its tax exemption will then be at 0%, or
dead zero.  No conflict there.

The residents of Island House may very well soon be
faced with a choice between pursuing a Mitchell-Lama,
or limited-equity coop, and one which is fully market
rate.  Advocates of privatization frequently point to the
existing leases as leaving no option for staying in the
program � but then hasten to  express their firm belief in
the continuation of a tax abatement.  The fate of the
buildings may be determined by that choice, and the
residents need to be as fully informed as possible of
their real options; the same goes for Westview.  The
residents of Rivercross, too, as they debate the issue of
privatization, need to know what the real choices and
consequences are.  How does the issue of Federal subsi-
dies affect Eastwood�s tax-exempt status, and are the
residents there being kept fully informed?

All four buildings have come to a turning point in their
histories, and they desperately need some direction from
public officials, without political posturing or buck pass-
ing.

Who in the City or State government will clarify these
questions, so that owners and residents may proceed in
confidence?

Commentary � Tim Johns

City Council�s 50-Year Extension of

Tax Relief Leaves Much Unanswered

For years, Tim Johns headed
the Island House Ownership
Committee.

we are located eight kilometers from
the coast and do not anticipate
problems from any future tsunami.

Once again, I have never been
more proud to be a Roosevelt Is-
land resident than I was at the ben-
efit.  You all are the best neighbors
one could find anywhere in the
world.  Thanks to you, we will take
children whose lives were washed
away by the tsunami and raise them
into Global Citizens.

Jim Luce
jim@oiww.org
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� This Weekend �
Opening:  Vernissage 4 at Gallery RIVAA, today (Sat., Apr. 2), 6-9

p.m., 527 Main Street.  Show runs through May 8.
Gallery hours:  Wed. & Fri., 6-9; Sat.-Sun., 11-5.  In-
formation:  212-308-6630.

Soft-Sculptured Dolls by Rebecca Knell, on dis-
play in the gallery window at 625 Main Street, con-
tinuing through mid-April.<

� The Coming Week �
La Leche League meeting for breastfeeding and pregnant women, Mon.,

Apr. 4, 1:00 p.m., 20 River Road #5P.  Information:  212-832-1188.
Residents Association Common Council Meeting, Wed., Apr. 6, 8:00

p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level).  Open to all; a public-
session opportunity to address the Council is included at the start of
each meeting.

Art Auction Benefit for Orphans International
to Build Roosevelt Island House for Tsunami Or-
phans, Sat., Apr. 9, 12:00-4:00, Gallery RIVAA, 527
Main Street.<  Viewing at 12:00, bidding 1:00-4:00.

Cash and checks only.  Refresh-
ments.
=Roy Eaton Plays The Peaceful Piano, a musical

meditation for world peace, Sun., Apr. 10, 2:30 p.m.,
Unity Center, 213 West 58th Street; music of Bach,
Chopin, Ravel, Gershwin, Still, and Joplin.  Free; dona-
tions accepted; information at www.m4p.org.

� Future Events �
Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Apr. 11, 8:00 p.m.  Visi-

tors welcome.  Additional information:  212-751-9577.
RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Apr. 14, 9:30 a.m., Chapel of

the Good Shepherd.
The Main Street WIRE � Next

issue, Sat., Apr. 16.  (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send
an �Add Me� message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Adver-
tising Deadline:  Ads in the paper,
Thursday, Apr. 7; decision on fliers for The Bag, Mon., Apr. 11; inserts due
Thur., Apr. 14.  Future issues:  Apr. 30; May 14; June 4, 18; July 2, 30; Aug. 27;
Sept. 10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17.  News phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and classified adver-
tising placement and information, 212-751-8214.  To list your
organization�s Island-related event here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up
questions.  There is no charge for such listings.

Through the Years, a Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance Review,
reprising nearly two decades of benefit productions
by =Nancy Howe and Worth Howe, Sat., Apr. 16,
8:00 p.m.; Sun., Apr. 17, 2:00 p.m.; Mon., Apr. 18,
7:30 p.m., at the Main Street Theatre, behind the
video store.  $15 (seniors & disabled, $10).  For
tickets:  212-371-4449.

Faculty/Student Choreography Show at the Main
Street Theatre & Dance Alliance, Sun., Apr. 17, 5:00
and 7:00 p.m., Main Street Theatre, 548 Main Street
behind the Video Store.  Original choreography by
MST&DA students and faculty, with special guest
Ron Ferrone.  $5 (mats for 10 years and under, $3).
Reservations:  212-371-4449.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., Apr. 21, 6:30 p.m., Pass-
ing, by Nella Larsen.  Copies of book available at the branch.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Apr. 25, 8:00 p.m.  Visi-
tors welcome.  Additional information:  212-751-9577.

Senior Center
Monday

10:00, Computers for Beginners
10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, �Oldies� Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Chinese Massage
10:30, Shoppers� Bus
2:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Computers
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers� Bus
12-2, Painting & Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
9:30, Chinese Massage
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Thur., Apr. 7, 10:00, Health Center

Fair
Tue., Apr. 12, 7:00, RISA General

nominations
Sun., Apr. 17, 2:00, Champagne

brunch
Wed., Apr. 20, Atlantic City trip
Mon., June 13, five-day motor

coach tour to Niagara Falls.

The

RIOC

Column

There is no charge to list Island events
here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or leave
copy at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.  Please provide a
phone number for possible follow-up.

Public Safety Blotters have been delayed recently.  The blotter for
March is expected sometime next week.  When available, it will be
posted on WebsiteNYC10044 at nyc10044.com/wire/2515/blot2515.html.

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net
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The Lion in Winter

October 2003

I�ve been told that this column has been too �con-
frontational� at times, and that may very well be true.
However, I�m suspending the polemics for a few para-
graphs to offer my sincerest thanks to those wonder-
ful folks who made the March 19th benefit for the
tsunami orphans a really warm and special event.  Erin
Feely-Nahem, RIRA�s Chair of the Social, Cultural and
Education Committee and Treasurer of the PS 217
PTA, managed and coordinated all phases of the ben-

efit.  She had at least
six meetings, sent well
over 100 e-mails, made
at least as many phone
calls, and was seem-
ingly everywhere as
the date of the event
neared, always in good
spirits and with a smile
for the many fine folks
who worked with her,

including Margie Smith, Vicky Feinmel, Sherie
Helstien, Ellen Polivy, Joyce Mincheff, Mark Chipman,
Lydia Tang, Nurit Marcus, Matt Katz, Marlene Flom
and, of course, Orphans International Director Jim
Luce.  Also, many thanks to all those who volunteered
as servers, tenders, shleppers, vendors, and coat and
ticket checkers.  Thanks to the generosity of the com-
munity, we are nearing the mark needed to build
�Roosevelt Island House� in Sumatra. You can make
additional contributions by leaving a check to �Or-
phans International� at the Rivercross doorstation c/
o Margie Smith, or the Westview doorstation c/o Erin
Feely-Nahem.

The folks who appeared on stage also shared their
talents with great warmth and generosity.  Mike Daly,
who teaches at PS 217, Kay Story, Damon LaScot,
Janice Pendarvis, and Tex Allen all live here, as do
several of the past and present 92nd Street Y
Lindyhoppers.  I really felt fortunate to get to know
these fine people, and to see and hear them perform
with so much style and spirit.  I think those in atten-
dance all felt that this effort to help children on the
other side of the world brought us all closer together.

I continued to feel really good about where I live
until I got around to reading Herb Berman�s sugges-
tions in this paper about resolving the abundant park-
ing problems on Main Street.  I�ve lived here for 22
years and parking wasn�t much of a problem for the
first 15.  Have that many of my neighbors bought cars
in that last seven years or has the Public Safety De-
partment (PSD) simply cut back on their enforcement?
This newspaper recently revealed that PSD has a 13-
page list of people who are �exempt� from tickets.
Since Main Street only has about 40 parking spots, if
only a few of these privileged folks camp out for an
extended period, then the rest of us can forget about
finding a space to park for even 20 minutes.  I checked
with the NYPD and learned the following:  the only
people who cannot be ticketed here are those with NY
handicapped license plates, or those with NY dash-
board placards where the number on the placard
matches the license plate.  The blue handicapped pen-
dants that hang from the windshield have no validity
on City streets (just parking lots).  If PSD would sim-
ply enforce these rules, we�d all be able to park.  If
they would choose to tow to a local spot on the Is-
land, then the Island could keep the fines for their
own treasury instead of the City�s, and residents
would be able to retrieve their cars without leaving
the Island.

Over the past few years The WIRE has published
several surveys of the cars parked on Main Street,
both legally and illegally.  The cars with NY handi-
capped plates generally occupy only a few spaces;
it�s the failure to enforce the laws for the rest of the
cars that�s the problem.  Everybody knows this, and
everybody also has a favorite car or van that they�ve
seen parked on the street at all hours of the day or
night, that is ticket-free for no reason.  I�d be happy to
take a walk with Mr. Berman at any random hour to see
how well his enforcement program is working.

I heard a news report a few days ago about how many
potholes NYC has repaired in the last few months.  In an
attempt to get the potholes fixed on our crumbling ramp,
decimated by construction vehicles, I called 311.  If you

see any dangerous
conditions on our
streets, I urge you to
do the same.  Let�s
see who fixes them
first, RIOC, the City,
or the next governor.

On the upside, I
was pleased to re-
ceive a copy of the
agenda for the next
RIOC Board meeting
as part of their new
effort to include the
views of residents in
their deliberations
about residents.  I
am happy to report
that they will finally
grant the Youth
Center the empty
space they have
been seeking for the
last two years, so

that they use the $1.6 million offered by Gifford Miller�s
office for that purpose.  They will also announce that
the rebuilding of the tennis courts next to Octagon will
be completed at the end of this month as promised.  Con-
struction equipment that has appeared on the adjoining
baseball field will be moved by then as well, and the field
repaired, so the kids can have their normal baseball sea-
son.  The barbeque and picnic areas lost from this site
will be relocated at the open Southtown area.

Other agenda items include an RFP for a private
security service to replace Public Safety, and to be
managed by a joint board of RIOC and elected resi-
dents.  If this goes smoothly, other facets of RIOC
operations will be similarly moved to professional man-
agement.  Public Information Officer John Melia has
tendered his resignation, citing laryngitis for the lack
of public information of any kind emanating from his
office for the past three years.  Details of the private
investigation, paid for by RIOC, of Robert Ryan�s she-
nanigans as former and fired RIOC president will also
be provided at this meeting.

Finally, the Board will consider the immediate imple-
mentation of Governor Pataki�s request to convert the
RIOC Board from a wholly appointed board to one
elected by the residents.  The Board will discuss the
orderly �transfer of power� after elections in June that
they will help the residents administer.  I�m excited
about RIOC�s excellent ideas for better management
of the Island.  They have been too long in coming but,
better late than never.  Hope you can all get to the
meeting, scheduled for April 1!

RIOC recently hosted the latest in a series of ongo-
ing meetings on Emergency Management.  These meet-
ings were initiated after the blackout of 2003 and have
included representatives of RIRA, Community Board
8 and State and City Offices of Emergency Manage-
ment.  RIOC has now expanded the invitees to include
representatives of all Island organizations, including
Housing Management, the Child School/Legacy High
School, the Disabled Association, Community Board
8, RIRA, Coler-Goldwater Hospital, and the Senior

Association.  We will
continue to expand par-
ticipation in the future.

I am pleased to re-
port that nearly all of
the Community Lead-
ers of Roosevelt Is-
land participated in this
latest meeting.  RIOC
invited several repre-
sentatives from the Fire

Department (FDNY) to inform participants of FDNY�s
protocols for Roosevelt Island in emergency situa-
tions.  One issue that was addressed was how FDNY
handles emergency situations when the bridge is
opened.  FDNY informed the group that the bridge
operator is required to notify Queensborough FDNY
any time the bridge is to be opened so that FDNY can
deploy emergency vehicles to the Island before the
bridge opens.  In doing so, equipment is already sta-
tioned on the Island should there be an emergency
while the bridge is inaccessible.  They answered some
general questions about response to Roosevelt Is-

land and gave us a better understanding about the
services provided by the Special Operations Command
unit located on the north end of the Island.

This group will meet again in May to inventory our
collective resources, clarify respective roles and re-

sponsibilities, and
develop a commu-
nication plan for Is-
land residents.
This kind of col-
laborative effort on
the part of all Island
Community Lead-
ers will ensure that
the Island is better
prepared in the
event of blackouts,
weather emergen-
cies, etc., and I wish
to extend my
thanks and appre-
ciation for their ef-
forts.

Finally, on
Roosevelt Island
Day in June, I�d like
to note that State
and City OEMs and

FDNY will be attending this year�s event.  They will
be distributing information packets, answering ques-
tions, and we may even have a few emergency re-
sponse vehicles on site for you to take a closer look
at.  Please make sure you stop by and say hello!
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OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident�s discount card

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 � LGA $12 � Newark $55

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A �Star� in Astoria for �glorious� Thai cooking.

�Zagat survey
Superior Thai cooking

�Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
� We deliver to Roosevelt Island �

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street � Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

� Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
� Shirts Laundered
� Expert European Tailoring
� Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
� Storage Available
� Draperies & All Household Items

� Free Pick-up and Delivery
� Concierge Or To Your Door
� Storage Available
� Complimentary Laundry Bag
� Convenient Monthly Billing
� Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street � Long Island City � NY � 11101

TEL:  718-729-4566 � FAX:  718-729-4344

Register now for September 2005

Roosevelt Island Day Nursery

Programs for children 2.6-5 years

Mornings and Full Days � Full Day Subsidized PreKindergarten

* NEW:  AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM *
Come visit!  Call 212-593-0750 or come to the Day Nursery at 4 River Road.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is full licensed.  All Head Teachers have Master�s degrees and are certified in Early Childhood Education.
Member of ERB and ISAAGNY, Accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Tax Preparation
and a Whole Lot More...

Certified Financial Planning
Insurance
Investments
Mortgages
Real Estate

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

599 Main Street � Roosevelt Island

212-644-8231
Website www.AccountFin.com



212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

We�re Involved
At Trellis, we�re committed to this community.

Week before last, we participated in the effrorts
to raise funds for Orphans International�s

Roosevelt Island House in Indonesia.  That,
along with other efforts through the years,

makes us a willing and eager co-conspirator
in creation of New York City�s greatest
community.  We�re happy to serve, and

pleased to serve you when you come in.  Join
us, both in community involvement � and for

breakfast, lunch, or dinner.

See you at Trellis.
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As always, Thank  for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every Saturday at MotorgateOnly the finest:
Apples � all kinds

Pears
Oranges, Lemons

Grapefruit
Tangerines
Bananas

Cookies & Pies
Special breads
Jams & jellies

Lettuce
Fresh herbs

Onions
Tomatoes
Broccoli

Asparagus
Potatoes
Cheese
Chicken

prices in the best tradition

of Pennsylvania farms

It�s all about the

nutrition...

Science says
that fresh fruits
and vegetables
are best for you

� the natural way
to acquire the

vitamins,
minerals, and

other nutrients
you and your

family need for
good health.



BABYSITTING/CHILD CARE � Do you occasionally want some time to yourself?
I will gladly look after your child.  I am European, non-smoking, responsible,
experienced, and live on Roosevelt Island.  English, German, Danish, and French
spoken.  Call Angela, 212-753-5025.

CLEANING SERVICE � Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is
RI resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC � Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school
days.  212-593-0750.

NOTARY PUBLIC,  State-certified translators (English-Spanish).  Traducción y
notarización de documentos.  Westview, 212-935-7583.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET � The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist � Island resident
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING � Prompt service.  212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

HOME HEALTH AIDE � Professional, compassionate, with 10 years experience
working with the elderly.  Will do light cooking and housework.  Very reasonable
rates.  Available day or night.  Suzette � 718-763-8364.  References available.

ELDER LAW � Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home
Matters, Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite
4401, New York NY 10119.  800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

PIANO TUNING � $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Ben
Treuhaft, 212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE � Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC �  212-935-7534.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED � The Icla da Silva Foundation is looking for volunteers
to help in the office, located at Goldwater Memorial Hospital on Roosevelt Island.
Please call Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR � Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS � Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to TheWIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no
phone or credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

CAT-SITTER � VACATION IN PEACE � Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.

MOVING?  �  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you�d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into
dollars.

Classified
50¢/word � 212-751-8214

Deadline for April 16 issue:  Tuesday, April 12
Deadline for May 14 issue:  Tuesday, May 10
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Fay and Ron Vass recommend...

The Meridian
Restaurant

new menu � new chef

Dine on the enclosed patio

Brunch Saturday & Sunday
Dinner Tuesday through Saturday

718-784-2585
47-25 Vernon Boulevard

Give your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214

gard to whether a bond is required.  While Assemblymember Pete Grannis warned RIOC
repeatedly that the law he sponsored prohibited the project being planned, and while RIRA
President Steve Marcus warned RIOC President Herb Berman that a suit would be filed,
actual legal action wasn�t taken until several weeks after the RIOC Board�s authorization of
the project, and during that time, construction proceeded apace.  �Show me a [precedent]
case like this one,� Justice Wetzel said, �not those trivial [timber-cutting] cases out west.
You have a building that�s in the ground.�  The possibility of a big-money bond is also a
vulnerability for RIRA; the organization�s treasury is measured in the low thousands of
dollars, while a bond could be over $10 million.

RIOC could be vulnerable on a point raised in the RIRA papers � that the 13-story apart-
ment towers will cover 2.4 acres of Octagon Park � though RIOC claims those 2.4 acres
aren�t really dedicated parkland or �open space� because they�ve been rubble-strewn and
overgrown for years.  The credibility of the project designer is also stretched a bit with the
claim that land immediately below 13 floors of apartment windows might be used as a public
park for activities like ball-playing and barbecuing.  Finally, because the law, as enacted,
says, in its exception, unless such development or construction includes the reconstruc-
tion, restoration, rehabilitation or preservation of the historic landmarks located in such
open space areas and furthers the use of the areas surrounding the historic landmarks as
open spaces areas.

For both sides, an ambiguity and vulnerability could lie in the words, �areas surrounding.�
The law doesn�t say �all areas surrounding,� nor does it say �some of the areas surrounding.�

Decisions about the meaning of this language, about what the Legislature intended, and
about whether RIRA may be required to post a bond in the millions of dollars are now in the
hands of Justice William A. Wetzel.

Octagon from page 1

THE BEST HOME SERVICES
announces

DISCOUNTED
HOME CLEANING

FOR SENIORS
Must be Tues. or Wed.

new clients only

Call for details � 212-688-6712
limited time offer

Sharon L. Yost, M.D.
Allergy and Immunology

Announces the expansion of our downtown practice to:

115 East 57th Street
Suite 1540

New York, New York 10022
212-571-5550

Springtime and Seasonal Allergy � Asthma
Hay Fever � Sinus Infection � Rashes

Food Allergy � Medication Allergy � Hives � Eczema



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

� Mailbox & Postal Services
� Color Copies
� Packaging & Moving Supplies
� Shipping World Wide

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)

Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)

Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

Formerly known as
MAILBOXES ETC.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street  �  Roosevelt Island  �  212-753-5505

Don�t wait until the last minute

to schedule your child�s camp physical...

Do it today

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy
Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street � 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant



Riverview Restaurant is located in the luxury Avalon

Waterfront Tower, just south of the landmark Pepsi-

Cola sign.  Recently opened, Riverview promises to be

the borough�s new showcase.  Riverview has a warm

and welcoming feeling while maintaining an elegant

atmosphere.  Riverview sparkles with contemporary

flair, downtown style, and snappy food.  Riverview

features a colorful, trendy lounge with its unique circular

design for enjoying after-work delights.

Best brunch in town!

� MAIN COURSES �

Roulade of Dover Sole  25
Stuffed with Kumamoto oyster and coconut sauce

Smoked Lobster  30
With winter vegetable

Slow-Baked Arctic Char  22
Served with pineapple ginger sauce

Baked Loup de Mer  23
Spicy carrot sauce

Roasted Wild Sea Bass  25
Served with asparagus and lemon sauce

Phitivier of Vegetables  19
Pick of mixed seasonal vegetables

Roasted Lamb  28
Rack with barbecue sauce, rosemary crust loin of lamb, and braised lamb shank

Veal Trio  27
Roasted loin of veal, braised veal cheeks, and sweetbread

Roasted Beef Tenderloin  35
Served with cardamom chocolate sauce

Roasted Farm-Raised Chicken  20
Served with coriander chutney

Duck Muscovy  26
Roasted duck breast and confit duck leg

� TASTING MENU �

9 Courses  95
7 Courses  80
5 Courses  65

EXECUTIVE CHEF:  RICHARD FARNABE

PARTIES OF SIX OR MORE ARE SUBJECT TO 20% GRATUITY


