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RIOC Wins Full Dismissal of RIRA’s Suit Against
Octagon Apartments; Judge Is Crltlcal of RIRA

ir

by Dick Lutz

The Octagon Apartments project
“fits squarely within the plain lan-
guage” of the 2002 Roosevelt Is-
land Open Spaces Law. So wrote
Justice William A. Wetzel of the
State Supreme Court in ruling
against a Residents Association
effort to stop the project.

Wetzel cited an exception in the
law: If “development or construc-
tion includes the reconstruction,
restoration, rehabilitation or pres-
ervation of the historic landmarks
[in this case the Octagon tower]
and furthers the use of the areas
surrounding the historic landmarks
asopen space areas,” development
—inthis case a500-unit apartment
bulding — may proceed. (The full
text of the decision isavailable on
Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/
wire/2517/octagondecision.pdf.)

Wetzel wrote that the phrasing
of the 2002 Open Spaces Law
shows “a clear legidative policy
choice to tolerate the sacrifice of
open space area if it means being

clears the way for the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation to
exploit a narrow exception in the
Roosevelt Island Open Spaceslaw
(Chapter 493 of the Laws of 2002)
for future, unwanted develop-
ments in open spaces surrounding
other Island landmarks,” Grannis
wrotein an e-mail message.
Grannissaid Wetzel’sinterpreta-
tion of the law and legislative in-
tentisincorrect. “Thereisnoway
this was contemplated when the
legislature took up and passed the
open spaces bill three years ago. |
take strong exception to Judge
Wetzel'sstrained, and | believe, in-
correct reading of thislaw’sprovi-
sions and his application of the
case law governing legislative in-
tent. Thereis no way that we ever
signed off on this project in this
sengitivearea. Thisproject, whose
increased density and attendant
vehicular traffic will greatly over-
whelm the peaceful usage of the
limited open spaces remaining in
Octagon Park, ismost certainly not
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to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Comprehensive Coverage:
Analysis and Commentary by
Attorney Robert Chira, page 2

RIOC and RIRA Presidents’

Full text of decision on the website
at nyc10044.com/wire/2517/

Subscribers to The WIRE'’s e-mail bulletin service
received the news of the Octagon decision on the day
itwas issued. To subscribe, send an AddMe message

Existing subscribers: Please see notice on page 3.

what was in-
tended under
the statute.”
Grannis con-
tinued, “With
open space be-
ing such a pre-
cious commod-
ity throughout
the City, and
most particu-
larly Roosevelt
Island, where
the population
is growing as
buildings in
Southtown are
completed, the
loss of any
amount of open

able to renovate a historical land-
mark and further the use of the re-
maining property as open space.”
After quoting the head of the his-
toric preservation program at
George Washington University
saying that “in preservation, [in
order] to get something you have
to give something up,” Wetzel
wrote, “1n essence, this concept of
atrade-off is the rationale behind
the 2002 Open Spaces L aw.”

Further, Wetzel ruled that “the
reasonableness of [any] trade-off
is ultimately a decision delegated
to the respondent,” meaning the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC).

In considering thelegidative his-
tory of the 2002 law, Wetzel wrote,
“the L egislature chose not to dedi-
cate any open spaces on Roosevelt
Isand asNew York State parkland,”

d, “By conceiving of the 2002
Open SpacesL aw an an amendment
to RIOC's enabling statute, the
State Legislaturehasclearly ... del-
egated the determination” of an
appropriate and necessary balance
between open space and commer-
cial development “to RIOC's dis-
cretion.”

Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
one of the sponsorsof the 2002 |aw,
told The WIRE thisweek that heis
troubled by Wetzel’s decision.
“This ruling, if allowed to stand,

space is unac-
ceptable.”

In fact, as Grannis suggested, it
appears the Wetzel decision may
open the possibility of commercial
development of Southpoint Park.
That possibility has been dreaded
by those who brought the suit
against the Octagon Apartments
project, including RIRA President
Steve Marcus and Vice President
Margie Smith, aswell as Secretary
Sherie Helstien. The RIRA Com-

See Octagon, page 10
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Rendering released recently by the Octagon Apartments designer, the architectural firm Becker and Becker,
shows project as it will look when completed. By mid-May, the north tower (right) will be topped off.

An NYPD Substation for the Island?
Chief of 114th Precinct Is Pessimistic

by Dick Lutz

TheNY PD put amobile command center and eight
officers on Roosevelt Island during last week’s tele-
phone outage, according to Inspector David Barrere,
who discussed the deployment last week in ameeting
of RISK, the Roosevelt Island Saf ety Kommittee.

Barrere also voiced a pessimistic view of chances
for Roosevelt Island getting a satellite precinct sta-
tion.

Barrere, who had just completed his third year as
commander of the 114th, told the RISK meetingthat in
that period, the roster of officers under his command
has been reduced from 208 to 161, 23 of whom are
rookies.

Satellite Station

“You know how | feel about a satellite precinct,”
Barrere told the meeting. “Just to have one person
sitting at a desk, when it comes down to a 24/7 shift,
with vacations and days off, you’ retalking about nine
officers, and it's a manpower drain on the precinct.”
Saying the decision is not his to make in any case,
Barreresaid, “ If they wereto give me nine extraoffic-

ersjust for Roosevelt 1sland, | would want them doing
other things than sitting behind a desk.”

Barreretold the RISK membersthat they had donea
good job in pressing for a satellite station. “It's got-
ten asfar as our manpower analysisand planning [de-
partment], becausethey were gathering numbers. You
have done agood job in voicing your concern to City
government, because | had to turn over numbers to
support a satellite or not support a satellite.”

Several members of the committee who attended
last week’'s meeting pressed the case for a stronger
presence by NYPD. Former Residents Association
President Matthew Katz said hefelt thetimeisripefor
a reconsideration of how policing is handled on
Roosevelt Island. “The reason | think it's good to
bring this up now, as opposed to last year when we
discussed this, is that we're in transition right now.
Severa buildingsare coming out of the Mitchell-Lama
system; by this time next year, they’ll be out... The
basic [agreements] between RIOC and [the housing
companies] can change, because different people are

See NYPD, page 10

Ground Broken in BandaAceh for Roosevelt Island House

JimtLuce getsisome help:'with
a shovel from Orphans
lAternational Kids in Sumatra.
The man next to Luce is the
Secretary of Greater Aceh; he

lost his entire family in the
December 26 tsunami.

by Ted Kyser

Jim Luceisback on Roosevelt Island. He'sbeen away for three weeks,
cutting dealslike an international investment banker.

Thing is, Luce's deals are cut on behalf of orphans. One of those
deal s, and an outpouring of effort and support from hisfellow Roosevelt
Islanders, has led to the opening of Roosevelt Island House in Lubuk,
outside the city of BandaAceh, on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. If
it soundsfamiliar, that's because the areawas pul verized by the Decem-
ber 26 tsunami and, asit happened, Luce was already in the areaworking
on establishment of the Orphans International campus there.

Orphans International is his creation, passion, and personal mission.
Conceived and started on Roosevelt Island, it has houses in Bali, in
P Sulawesi (the former Celebes Islands in Indonesia), and Banda Aceh.
Another will open July 2inHaiti, another sometimethissummer in Guyana,
and another next spring in Peru.

Roosevelt |slanders have put themselvesin harnessfor O.1. A couple
of weeksago, theVisual Art Association (RIVAA) held an art auction and
raised $2,000. The Quran Society donated $450. Ethel GrodzinsRomm, a
Rivercross resident, told family members to celebrate her 80th birthday

See Orphans, page 8
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TotheEditor:

What awaste of money by RIRA
to fight the Octagon project. Don
Quixote would have had more
sense than trying to stop a build-
ing already up six stories.

Remember the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars that residents of
the UN Towers spent trying to stop
Trump from building hisblack dab?
There it sits today, blocking the
Tower’sview!

Real estatein New York City is
so corseted by rules and regula-
tionsthat they have bevies of law-
yers who do nothing but see that
the devel opers adhere to the exact
letter of the law at each stage.
Those who would interfere with
their progress almost always lose.
Only Jackie O could turn aside de-
velopers dreams. Sheisdead.

RIRA would better usewhat little
resources it has on helping resi-
dents of Island House, Westview,
and Eastwood to negotiate a fair
and workable arrangement for the
future. These are real, bread-and-
butter issues that affect residents.
The WIRE should report more on
these important matters.

Minburn

Editor’s note: As our editorial
noted last issue, negotiators in
Westview and Island House have
agreed to a pledge of secrecy. We
don't think it's in their interest or
the interest of their residents, but
itis what it is. We report what we
have.

TotheEditor:

| had the pleasure of participat-
ing in the Main Street Theatre's
stroll down memory lanelast week-
end. For all of usinvolved it was
great fun. Since we had only two
rehearsals, we trusted that the au-
diencewould cut usabreak. They
surely did.

Much was said, and rightly so,
at the performancesand inthe April
16 WIRE about thetremendous con-
tribution the Theatre, in the per-
sons of Worth and Nancy Howe,
has made to the Island — indeed,
sometimes shaping the future of
our children.

There is another point | wish to
make. At al three performances|
watched the audience. Many
people had a smile on their faces
from start to finish. The applause
was more than generous. Severa

See Letters, page 6

Letters

TotheEditor:

State Supreme Court Justice
Wetzel’s decision to dismiss the
ResidentsAssociation’sArticle 78
suit is unfortunate for what it says
about the use of Octagon Park but
also for the precedents it sets for
our other parkland.

The decision statesthat not only
is Octagon Park not dedicated
parkland, but that “the passage of
the 2002 Open SpacesLaw is con-
clusive evidence that the ‘Open
SpaceAreas onthelsland were not
parkland.” Weknew whenthislaw
was passed that there were flaws
you could drive a Mack truck
through, but who could have an-
ticipated that the Open SpacesL aw
would work specifically to deprive
us of any guarantees of protected
parkland. No wonder Governor
Pataki, never afriend to Roosevelt
Island, signed it. The judge goes
on to say, “The history of the de-
velopment of Roosevelt Island
demonstrates that the GDP ‘open
space areas,” including the ‘ Octa-
gon park’ area, were not dedicated
public parkland and enjoyed no
such protection.” We al so thought
that the General Development Plan,
part of the Master Lease between
New York City and State, in defin-
ing our open space areas as Light-
house Park, Octagon Park,
Blackwell Park, and Southpoint
Park, was defining designated
parkland. However, we' velearned
to our detriment how easy it is to
ignore or amend the GDPtoreflect
any reality an avaricious devel oper
wants. What this meansisthat the
only thing preventing a hog-ren-
dering plant from being built on the
site of Southpoint Park, now de-
fined by the courtsas merely “open
space,” isthe verbal agreement of
RIOC to build a park there. Does
that premise fill you with confi-
dence?

Further, Judge Wetzel's judg-
ment statesthat “ A public ‘ ecologi-
cal park’ will be created to the west
of the new residences...As part of
theecological park, thepicnic area,
tot lot and waterfront esplanade will
be reconstructed and upgraded...”
Wetzel is quoting the General De-
velopment Plan but quoting it in-
correctly. The GDPstatesthat Oc-
tagon Park will contain the site for
an “Urban Ecological Center,”
clearly not the same thing as an
ecological park. What isan Urban
Ecological Center? | don't know
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TotheEditor:

| am very disheartened by Jus-
tice Wetzel’s recent decision to al-
low the Octagon A partments devel -
opment to go forward. | continue
to be strongly opposed to the con-
struction of apartmentsin Octagon
Park.

The 2002 Roosevelt Island Open
Spaces Law passed by the Assem-
bly clearly states that any open
space surrounding the landmark
should be protected. Asone of the
members who voted for thislaw, |
would not have supported RIOC’s
negligible interpretation. Open
spaces throughout Manhattan are
precious public resources and the
landmark status protecting Octa-
gon Park should be respected.
Developers who disregard the law
and the community in this manner
should be stopped.

| hope a better decision may be
reached in the event of an appeal.

Scott Stringer
Member of Assembly, 67th AD

and no one in the 36 years since
the GDP was written has bothered
to defineit, certainly not Becker &
Becker Associates, the developers
of the Octagon Apartments site.
However, | do know what it is not
and that’'s atot lot and a barbecue
pit. My Webster’s defines ecology
asthe branch of the biological sci-
ences " concerned with theinterre-
lationship of organisms and their
environments.” As much as we
value playgrounds and picnic ar-
eas, this is not what Roosevelt
Idand’sfoundershad in mind when
they proposed a place to study or
at least catal og our nativefloraand
fauna.

Once again we' ve been reminded
that Roosevelt 1sland has no zon-
ing and that the written assurances
wethought would protect usin lieu
of zoningisachimera. Atleastthe
judge acknowledged that RIRA has
standing in matters of Island de-
velopment. But the precedent the
judge quoted involved “ proximity
to apublic park” and said nothing
of RIRA's elected capacity to rep-
resent this community. Why
doesn’t anybody get it? Whenwill
RIOC recognizeitsresponsibilities
to this community rather than to
the Governor’s campaign contribu-
tors?

What isclear isthat our capacity
to influence our own future has
taken a magjor hit and our options
become more limited every day.
With our housing in jeopardy, the
Roosevelt Island so many people
haveworked so hard to create, main-
tain, and protect iseroding. | don’t
know if thereisabasisfor RIRA to
appeal Judge Wetzel’s ruling; that
remainsto be seen. | do know that
when you wish us luck you wish
yourself luck. Andwe could usea
large chunk of good luck right about
Now.

SherielL.Helstien

|_etters
Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor,
to the community, and to/from officials. Publi-
cation on a Name Withheld basis will be con-
sidered, but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records; letters submitted anony-
mously will not be published.

Preferred method of submission: E-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file), or on a
PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE. Alter-
natives: Typed coFy left at 531 Main Street.
Clearly handwritten letters will be considered if
brief, but we are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters. All letters subject to accep-
tance and to editing for length and clarity.
Recommended maximum Iength, 300 words;
longer letters will be considered if their content
merits the required space.

Octagon Case

Hard-Knock Lessons

by Robert Chira

Asreported in The WIRE in thisissue, the legal challenge to the Octa-
gon project brought by three officers of the Island’s Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA) was not only dismissed on the merits, but their application
for an injunction would have been dismissed even if it had merit due to
their failure to seek court intervention to stop work earlier.

New York’s highest court haswarned that it isimperative to seek such
a court order immediately rather than wait and allow construction to

begin. Inarecent decision, it ruled:

Importantly, petitioners did not try to enjoin construction during this litigation's
pendency, nonfeasance they chalk up to ‘monetary restraints'...Under [court prece-
dents], however, petitioners were required to seek an injunction...Having pursued a
strategy that foisted all financial risks...onto the property owner and the developer,
petitioners may not expect us to overlook the substantial completion of the project.”

[CitiNeighbors Coalition v. NYC Landmarks, 778 N.Y.S.2d 740 (Ct. App. 2004).]

Thus, in the Octagon case, petitioners should have gone to court as
soon as the project was approved on October 14, 2004, seeking a re-
straining order while also asking the court to review their legal argu-
ments. Instead, without legal representation at that point in time, they
confused the four-month period in which they had to bring the suit itself
with that immediate requirement and only five months|later even sought
an injunction, by which time the Octagon developers had poured con-
crete and spent upwards of $15 million.

Therewere several other unusual aspects of the Judge's 34-page deci-
sion.

First wasthejudge's “anger” with two of RIRA’sthree arguments. It
isvery rareto find such open and contemptuous language in court deci-
sions, but this judge called their argument that the movement of the
tennis courts some 15 feet violated a State law a“ desperatereach.” He
also wrote, “That petitioners even suggest that this entire Project should
be stopped because tennis courts are being renovated and shifted a few
feet callsinto question petitioners' good faith in bringing this proceed-
ing.” Finally, hetranslated the Latin maxim “ de minimus non curat” to
mean “thelaw does not concernitself with
trifles.” Itisrarefor aJudgeto question
one’'s“goodfaith,” characterize one’s ef-
fort asa“ desperatereach,” and label one's
argument a“trifle.”

Similarly dismissed was RIRA’s argu-
ment that the Octagon site was a “park”
(like Central Park) that was dedicated to
public use. Instead, the Judgereferred to
the area as simply “open space” specifi-
cally to be developed by RIOC under its
statutory mandate. Asfor it beingapro-
tected “park,” he wrotewith derision that
“the history of the site demonstrates that
it wasahospital ruin, arubble-strewn lot,
adumping area...and a fenced enclosure
waiting to be developed commercially or
residentially.”

Despite such strong language, thereis
a genuine and legitimate question of
whether the Octagon development violates the 2002 Roosevelt Island
Open Spaces Law. That law allows commercial or residential develop-
ment in connection with the restoration of the Octagon tower, but only if
it “furthers the use of the surrounding areas as open space areas.” The
legal questionraised is: What is meant by the “surrounding areas” and
could a devel oper build housing connected to the Octagon tower being
restored? The Judgeruled that thisrequired a“ subjective judgment” and
practica weighing of “overlapping and at times conflicting policy choices”
ultimately left to RIOC tomake. But the Judgewassimilarly dismissive of
petitioners’ argument that the developers are permitted to open only a
bookshop or café in the tower rather than recover its substantial invest-
ment by constructing residential housing. Moreover, the Judge pointed
out that the residential wingswill be built approximately onthefootprints
of the former Lunatic Asylum that was adjacent to the origina Octagon
tower and have been fenced off for 20 years.

Unfortunately, petitionersdid not simply present that clear legal issue.
Instead, they tried to bring the case without alawyer, acting pro se, not
realizing that the law requires an association to be represented by coun-
sel. Then its counsel presented many tangential arguments, discussed
above, which only clouded thereal issuein dispute. Finally, petitioners
argued that RIOC's contract with the developers violated the Island’s
General Development Plan (GDP). Thisargument should not have been
made without careful thought of the risks it presented. Both this court
and a prior one brought by these same petitioners over the Southtown
project have now ruled that the residents cannot challenge such con-
tracts on those grounds because they are not its intended third-party
beneficiaries.

There are two important lessons from this case for Roosevelt Island
residents.

First, to be credible, residents need to retain experienced counsel and
not plunge into lawsuits without such professional representation.

Second, their counsel needsto be careful about what argumentsto put
forward and stress. A “rifle” approach ismuch morelikely towin acase
than a “shotgun” when challenging the legality of a housing project
approved by a State agency.

| have heard talk that the petitionersthink the Judge was biased against
them because he was appointed to the bench by the Governor; and that
they believe the suit was timely filed within four months and that this
excused their failure to seek arestraining order; and that the suit had merit
becausetheAttorney Generadl filed afriend-of-the-court brief initsfavor.

In fact, therewas and is agenuine legal dispute, but petitionersfailed
to concentrate on it and diverted attention to other lessimportant issues,
initially acted without professional counsel, and were guilty of inexcus-
able delay, and thus doomed their chances of winning.

Asfor an appeal to theintermediate appellate court, that would hardly
belikely toresult in areversal of the judge’s decision, since the highest
appeals court has made plain that a project will not be de-constructed
when petitioners have been negligent in failing to seek a court order to
prevent construction from being started.

Bob Chira, along-time
Island resident, is an
attorney who practices in
Manhattan.



OnThursday, April 21, Supreme Court Justice Will-
iam Wetzel handed avictory to all Islanders who are
committed to historic preservation, open-space en-
hancement and affordable housing. Inadecisiveopin-
ion, the Court rejected a motion brought by the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association — Steve
Marcus as President, Margie Smith asVice President,

and Sherie Helstien as
Secretary —to stop the
The
R I O C us have known for a
long time — that the
Octagon building is a
historic jewel that de-
land residents, will be enhanced for all Islanders.

RIOC is gratified by the Judge's decision. Judge
Wetzel found that RIOC and the Board of Directors
exercised due diligencein approving thisproject, seek-
Roosevelt Island and consistent with the Roosevelt
Island Open Space Law and with RIOC's efforts to
further the use of areas surrounding the Octagon
Tower as open space.
nation of 100 new affordable housing opportunities
for Island residents eager to have as many housing
options as possible available to them, the loss of a
new day-care center on the Island, and the forfeiture

Octagon project from
moving forward.
The Court opinion
affirmed what many of

Column
serves to be restored
and maintained to its original grandeur and that the
space surrounding the Octagon building, which for
the past 20 years has lain in ruin, inaccessible to Is-
ing all necessary approvals and soliciting input from
the public and from other governing bodies. The Court
decision found the Octagon project to be entirely con-
sistent with the General Development Plan for
Had opponents of the project prevailed, the result
would have meant the ongoing decay of the Octagon
Tower, delayed construction of Octagon Park, itscon-
tinued i sol ation from the peopl e of theldand, the elimi-

of anew ecological park. We needed to win this case
for the people of Roosevelt Island and we did, con-
vincingly.

Itistheright of every American to protest, through
legal channels, what they perceiveto be an injustice.
Unfortunately, in this case, the decision by RIRA to
oppose the Octagon project — despite its obvious
merits as confirmed in the Judge’ s decision —comes at
a considerable cost to Island residents. RIOC was
forced to divert nearly $300,000 in resources to de-

F L fend the lawsuit
brought by RIRA.

Inthe end, many of
the claims put for-
ward by RIRA were
determined by the
Court to be “disin-
genuous” and in-
dicative of a“des
peratereach.” How
unfortunate that
RIOC had to spend
its money defend-
ing against RIRA’'s
claims rather than
channeling these
funds into much

more worthy
E ] causes, like fortifi-
Herbert E. Berman, President cation of the

Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Renwick Ruin, more
frequent bus trips
for our seniors, new Public Safety squad cars, and
improvementsto the |sland’s parks, sportsfields, and
roads. | believe all 1sland residents would prefer to
seethelimited resources of thelsland reinvested right
here on the Island to the benefit of all Island resi-
dents. | inviteall Island residentsto engagein a con-
structive dialogue on how to continue to move the
Island forward. Working cooperatively together, we
can achieve great things for the Island and its people.

The WIRE needs you!

Every “WIRE Friday” a jovial group of
volunteers assembles to “stuff and count”
The WIRE to prepare it for distribution. It

happens from 10to 2, and lunch is supplied.

Join us! Call Teri Sheridan at 212-319-7408.

The WIRE also needs feature writers, reporters,
and photographers able to take on specific
assignments, as well as originate ideas for
features and news coverage.

— (47

That's the number of current
subscribers to The WIRE's e-mail
bulletin service. To keep abreast of
important Island news between issues,
send an AddMe message to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com. Obsolete
addresses have recently been purged;
if you did not receive last week’s
bulletin on the outcome of the Octagon
litigation, you may need to renew your
subscription with your current e-mail
address.

Theloss of our open spaces at Octagon to this hid-
eous project isanother, and hopefully the last outrage
by this RIOC Board of Pataki cronies, sycophants,
hangers-on, carpetbaggers, and quislings. | have
hopes that the new appointees Shinozaki and Ander-
son, who were not part of the decision to rape the
park, will have some interest for reasonable govern-
ment policy and decent fiscal management. If they do,
they will join Mark Ponton as the only decent mem-

bersof thisBoard. It would beimpossiblefor themto
be worse than the three other resident Junior Achiev-
ers—Patrick Stewart, David Kraut, and Deborah Beck,
who foisted this piece
of crap on us. Kraut
T h e hastermedthisplan“a
no-brainer.” In future
R I RA years, aswewalk past
this dump in search of
a few feet of open
Column space, we can al pay
tribute to this man’s
towering sagacity, for
selling this priceless land for peanuts.

It's amazing to me how the Pataki administration
could do so much damage to our community, our
unigque oasisfor lower- and middle-income people, and
our prospects of ever being self-sufficient. They’ve
donethisthrough alethal mix of indifference, patron-
age, and active pandering to outside business inter-
ests. My fondest wish isthat Pataki step down soon
to cash in on a Bush appointment, just like his bud-
dies Jerome Blue and Rob Ryan cashed in on all the
Pataki appointments. ThisBoard isstill very danger-
ous, and caninflict alot more damage on usbeforethe
next administration boots them out. We still have the
Coler hospital parkinglot to auction off for an Eldercare
facility, and it's not too late to sell off construction
rightsto Southpoint Park for another million or two.

In the upcoming election year, | want to encourage
all the residentsto demand three things from our cur-
rent and prospective representatives— 1) most impor-
tantly, creative solutions to keep our Island housing
affordable; 2) a RIOC board that is elected by Island
residents; 3) legidlative guaranteesthat the open space
we have left will stay open — before the place gets so
crowded we all have to walk around with our handsin

theair.

Although the Island lost another round to Pataki
and his devel opers, we were very ably served by Dan
Quart and thewonderful folksat ColumbiaLaw School
— Professor Edward L1oyd, Reed Super, and students
VivianMills, Rahul Agarwal, Dimple Chaudhary, Mark
Hertel, and JuliaErrea. Also, weare muchindebted to
Bob Hernan from the Attorney General’s office, who
isatruly great government employee. We will bein-
viting them out herefor apicnic thissummer and we'll
publicize the time and place so you can thank them
over adrink or a sandwich. These folks worked so
hard; | hope they have the satisfaction of knowing
it's better to be on the right side and lose than on the
wrong side and win.

Mark Chipman,
RIRA'sChairfor Is-
land Services, and
| met with RIOC's
Cathy Johnson | ast
week. Sheiscom-
piling a list of
things on the Is-
land that need re-
pair and intends to
hire the necessary
manpower to com-
plete these tasks
before the summer
ends. Therampto
thebridgewon’t be
on this list — too
many trucks haul-
ing away trees and
bringing in cement,
so be careful not to
walk or drive into
any potholes that
you'll be encountering in the next 12 months or more.
No word yet on when the tennis courts will be open.
WEe're told they are “on schedule,” but not what the
scheduleis. We put inapitch for additional barbeque
areas, since we are down to one, and perhaps RIOC
can report some goods news on that front soon. In
the meantime, enjoy the cherry blossoms now, before
RIOC chopsthem down!

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net
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COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —
Continuing: Vernissage4 at Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street. Show
runsthrough May 8. Gallery hours: Wed. & Fri., 6-9; Sat.-Sun., 11-5.
Information: 212-308-6630.

—TheComing Week —
ResidentsAssociation Common Council Meeting, Wed., May 4, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level). Opento all; an oppor-
tunity to address the Council isincluded near the start of each meeting.
Arbor Day Observance, Fri., May 6,10:00am., at
the southwest corner of the Octagon soccer field, just
north of the Manhattan Park swimming pool. A tree
will be dedicated to honor Hallie Geler; her tree poems

will beread. (Incaseof rain, ceremony will be moved
tothe PS/IS 217 auditorium.) TREE CITY USA.

—Future Events—

New York Junior TennisL eagueinstructional program, starting M on.,
May 9, 3:30-5:30 p.m., and continuing at the sametime Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays until further notice, at the Roosevelt |sland Racquet
Club tennis bubbles near the Tram station; for information, call
718-786-7110. Ages8-18; equipment supplied by NY JTL (bring sneak-
ersand asmile); free; no pre-registration required.

Toastmagter sPublic Speaking Group, Mon., May 9, 8:00 p.m. Visitors
welcome. Additional information: 212-751-9577.

Main Sreet Children’s Theatre presents Orphans!, Fri., May 13,
7:30p.m.; Sat., May 14, 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Sun., May 15, 2:00 p.m.
$10, Main Street Theatre (down the stairs behind 17
thevideo store); Matsfor 4-10 years, $5. Reserva 0rphan5
tions, 212-371-4449. (Seead, page 11.) =

TheMain Street WIRE —Next issue, Sat., May 14. (Toreceivee-mail
bulletins between issues, send an “Add Me” message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadline: Adsinthe paper,
Thursday, May 5; decision on fliers for The Bag, Mon., May 9; inserts
due Thur., May12. Future issues:
June4, 18; July 2, 30; Aug. 27; Sept.
10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3,
17. Newsphone, 212-826-9055; ur-
gent matters 917-617-0449. Phone
for display and classified advertis-
ing placement and information,
212-751-8214. To list your
organization’s Island-related event here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leaveit, addressed to The WIRE, at the
lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide atelephone number for follow-up
guestions. Thereis no charge for such listings.

RIOC Board of DirectorsMeeting, Thur., May 19, 4:30 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd. The Board's afternoon meetings usually conclude
with an opportunity for public comment, specific time uncertain.

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., May 19, 6:30 p.m.,
A Prayer for the Dying, by Stewart O’Nan. Copiesof book available at
the branch.

Toastmaster sPublic Speaking Group, Mon., May 23, 8:00 p.m. Visi-
torswelcome. Additional information: 212-751-9577.

ResidentsAssociation Common Council M eeting, Wed., June 1, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level). Opento all; an oppor-
tunity to address the Council isincluded near the start of each meeting.

Career Day at PS/1S217, Fri., June 3, morning. The organizersare
seeking speakers to cover awide variety of careers. To volunteer, call
Susan Cohen, Guidance Counselor, at 212-980-0294, ext. 2323.

Roosevelt Idand Day, June 11 (changed from June 18, date announced
earlier), al day, sponsored by Roosevelt Island Housing Management
and the Roosevelt Island Youth Program.

Toastmaster sPublic Speaking Group, Mon., June 13, 8:00 p.m. Visi-
torswelcome. Additional information: 212-751-9577.

PS217 Graduation, Thur ., June23, 10:00 am., PS217 auditorium.

Book Discussion Group at theLibrary, Thur., June 23, 6:30 p.m., Seven
Guitars, by August Wilson. Copies of book available at the branch.

Senior Center

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Monday
10:00, Computersfor Beginners
10-11, L atchhook Class
10-11:30, Englishas2nd L an-
guage
10:30, Blood Pressur e Screening
12:30,“Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)
Tuesday
10:00, ChineseM assage
10:30, Shoppers Bus
2:00, Bingo
6:00, YogaClass
7:30, Games(RISA)
Wednesday
9:15, Say Well
10:00, Computers
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers Bus

12-2, Painting & Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
Thursday
9:30, Chinese M assage
10:30, CreativeArts
12:30,Movie
7:00, Dance
Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games(RISA)
Saturday
7:30,Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sun., May 15, Senior Day
Celébration, 1:00 p.m.
Mon., June 13, five-day motor
coach tour to Niagara Falls.

| Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203

The Public Safety Blotter for April 1-19 has been posted
at nyc10044.com/wire/2516/blot2516.html. The blotter for the remainder of April,
when ready, will be posted at nyc10044.com/wire/2517/blot2517.html.
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The Farmers Market

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

Sincg 1939

It’s all about
the nutrition...
Science says

e

that fresh fruits
and vegetables

0

w7
-hﬁb——f

’ -
.....&

- omomn e arw. st

‘ w '.’ ‘ - ’..‘9 .

are best for you
— the natural
way to acquire
_ the vitamins,
minerals, and
other nutrients
you and your
family need for
good health.

Asalways, Thank youfor shopping with usevery Saturday.

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

You have financial questions???
Wk have financial answers!!!

* Financial Planning

* Insurance

* Investments — Securities offered thru CIJM Planning,
Member NASD/SIPC

» Mortgages — Registered mortgage broker — NYS Banking
Department loans arranged through third-party
providers

* Real Estate

* Tax Preparation

212-644-8231

Webpage: Accountfin.com
E-mail: generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street ¢ Roosevelt Island

MINERVA -

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Idand For Over 12 Years
TwiceDaily Monday To Friday

» Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning

* Shirts Laundered

» Expert European Tailoring

» Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
» Storage Available

» Draperies & All Household Items

 Free Pick-up and Delivery

» Concierge Or To Your Door

» Storage Available

e Complimentary Laundry Bag
» Convenient Monthly Billing

» Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street « Long Island City « NY « 11101

TEL: 718-729-4566 « FAX: 718-729-4344

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards

See Classifieds, page 10

E’mm * Kemtfoli * oFfeooddovred
| 348 E 62 [helw&en 15t & 2nd Av.)
| M-F 10-7 » 3-5 9-5 - MC/\Visa

| 212-230-1919 &iasengyahoo som
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Bike cfteaven

THE GROG SHOP

. 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

| We

7 %Y specialize -

P in

— Wwines
from
all

nations

F—
!

="

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822
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OLYMPIC

LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

1-718-626-8000
1-718-728-3030

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

* Door-to-door service ¢
e Long distance and local calls *
» Service to all area airports e
e Call us about your return trip from the airport e

We are proud to announce that Olympic we’'re providing something even better.
and Astoria have merged into one company, Enclosed with this issue of The Main Street
Olympic Luxury Car Service. We have WIRE, you'll find your very own PERSONAL
combined our most experienced dispatchers, DISCOUNT CARD, which can be used for great
our most reliable drivers with the newest late- savings every time you call Olympic.
model Lincoln Town Cars, and our most Our special discount rates are printed on
courteous phone operators, to provide residents the card. Use it whenever you need the best car
of Roosevelt Island with the best possible service available. In addition, for your guests
service. and visitors, cut out the coupon below.

We at Olympic provide the safest and most When you need the best, call us. We are
reliable car service. All our cars are fully insured proud to serve Roosevelt Island. When it
and registered with the Taxi and Limousine really counts, you can count on us.
Commission.

For ten years, your response has been Thank you,
great. Every year around this time, we have sent John Agosta
discount coupons to our customers. This year, President

When it really counts, count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included
in these low airport fares:

JFK $29
LGA $14
Newark $58+toll

» Call us about your return trip from the airport ¢

Discount on all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Look for your personal discount card,
enclosed in this issue of The WIRE.
And clip the one-time coupon
to the right for a guest to use.

PS: If your special discount card has fallen
out of your copy of The WIRE, or you need a
copy for another family member, we’ll be
happy to send one out. Just give us a call.
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old.

year round.

Q&A Cherry Blossom Lane

by Judith Berdy, Roosevelt Island Historical Society

Last week, | received a call from NHK Japanese Broadcasting asking about the cherry blossom
trees on Roosevelt Island. They were doing a story and wanted to know where the trees came from
and if they were donated to the Island. Good question. | had no answer.

Dayslater, another call came from Asahi Broadcasting, another Japanese television station. Same
question. | still had no answer.

| remembered meeting alandscape architect, Joe Sopiak, who worksfor the New York City Depart-
ment of Design and Construction. When we met recently hetold methat heworked hereinthe 1970's
on the Northtown parks. Heisworking on our trolley kiosk rel ocation and we met when hevisited the
site. | called him and he remembered an elderly lady, Mrs. Fordyce, coming to the Island and his
speaking to her about the project, in her [imousine. Finally, | had aname.

| e-mailed Nicholas Quennell, the landscape architect for Lighthouse Park and Manhattan Park.

Within an hour, another answer. Alice Fordycewasthelady. He also met with her, and shewasvery

It turnsout that Ms. Fordyce was asister of Mary Lasker (Mrs. Albert Lasker), afamed New York
philanthropist. Mrs. Lasker’s foundation supports the Park Avenue malls and keeps them beautiful

On the Lasker Foundation website (laskerfoundation.org/about/sseasons.html), there is a page of images
showing our trees in bloom.

After all thisinformation, | contacted the broadcasterstotell them | had their answer. Now every-
one knows where the trees came from!

Thank you, Alice Fordyce and Mary L asker.

Letters from page 2

remarked that they were sorry
when it was over. | was over-
whelmed withawarm fuzzy feeling
of community, and gratititude that
thisisthe placewhere | havelived
for 28 years, and reared my son. In
my opinion, the groundswell of af-
fectioninthat Theatre could never
be found in Manhattan. Members
of the audience were watching
friends and neighbors they have
known for years, and they ex-
tended great affection.
Let'shearitfor“Rosie.” What a
great placetolivel
Mary Cavanaugh

TotheEditor:

Tim Johns in his Commentary
(April 2) has not correctly under-
stood the meaning of the City
Council’srecent 50-year extension of
tax abatementsfor buildingsthat re-
mainintheMitchell-Lamasystem.

First, he states that a “building
losesitstax exemptionsonceit has
retired [its State-provided] mort-
gage.” Thatisnot correct. Build-
ings can remain in the Mitchell-
Lama system after they retiretheir
mortgages and till receive the ben-
efits of the system, including tax
abatements. The one does not de-
pend on the other.

Second, he asks rhetorically:
“Does the [Council] resolution
even apply to Roosevelt Island?’
Yes, it does apply to Eastwood, |s-
land House, Westview, and
Rivercross, four buildingswhich are
listed in the Council’ s resol ution.

Finally, he believesthetax struc-
ture of those four buildings as set
forthinthe Master Lease (by which
the City leased theland for 99 years
to the State to develop) isrelevant
to and somehow undermines the
tax abatement extension. Hepoints
to language in the Master Lease
that states the four buildings are
“expected” to be fully taxpaying
without an abatement after 30
years, and wondersif they can till
enjoy atax abatement after that and
for another 50 years. The answer
is“yes.” The original abatement
was for 30 years and, without the
Council’s recent extension, those
four buildingswould befully taxed
beginning this year and the next
two. But now, they have a choice
toremainintheMitchdl-Lamasys-
tem and enjoy another 50 years of
tax abatement. The owners of Is-
land House, Westview, and
Eastwood may decideto forgo that
extended tax abatement, and the
ownersof Rivercross may someday
decideto do the same by withdraw-
ing from the system. But, in fact,
each building has the choiceto re-
main in the system with itslimited
profitsand lower costs. Thatisthe
significance of the Council’saction.

Robert Chira

TotheEditor:

L et me add my two-cents-worth to your fine editorial of Saturday, April
16, aswell asto Tim Johns' well-documented April 2 piece, both regard-
ing privatization of Roosevelt Island housing.

You certainly said what needed to be said about our tenant organiza-
tions. You pointed out, and rightfully so, that tenant organizations are
dealing with building ownersin near- secrecy and keeping the rest of us
virtually in the dark, and that this tactic is not conducive to unity and
true bargaining power for tenants.

Thank you. Thisisexactly what no tenant has dared express up to now
for fear of appearing disloyal, breaking ranks, hampering the collective
effort, and seeming ungrateful to these organizers who, asthey so often
liketo remind us, are doing thisfor free, on their own time, and with no
motivation other than the noblest one: to save the rest of us from dis-
placement.

Now, asl’ ve suspected all along, you’ ve confirmed that the ranks have
been broken de facto by organizers' complying with virtual gag orders
from building owners. What's more, I’ m beginning to wonder about the
true motivations of these tenant leaders, which, asit's becoming clear,
areworking towards optionswhich will apply only to those familieswho
can afford buying their apartments at very high prices.

But what about the rest of us?

At an impromptu “meeting” at the local diner, one of my neighbors
pointed out that we middle-income tenants are between arock and ahard
place — that is, between the building owners and the tenant organiza-
tions—and that we' ve almost as much to fear from one asfrom the other.
L ooking back on my own experience, | kind of agree.

I’ve lived in one of the original WIRE buildings (Westview, Island
House, Rivercross, Eastwood) for 10 years. |’ m asingle mother, support-
ing ateenager on acivil servant’ssalary. Still, | manageto contributeto
my tenant organization whenever funds are requested for thelegal fight.
What | get for my money isamost absolute silence. Months and weeks
will go by, and we don't hear from the tenant organization. Very rarely,
they dlip sheets of paper under our doors, or ask us to sign petitions
stating that yes, yes, yes, we do want to own our apartments.

These tenant leaders, volunteers though they may be, are still han-
dling funds contributed by the rest of the tenants. And they claim to be
representing all of us. So they should be accountable to us.

Alas, the purpose of the last meeting | attended was to present tenants
with atable of cal culated mortgage and maintenance prices resulting in
twice the amount of monthly rents that are already high. So much for
“insiders’ rates.”

| have to wonder which tenants could afford their apartments at the
prices quoted. On our floor alone, there are at |east two other womenin
my situation: single-handedly supporting kids on salariesthat are prob-
ably not astronomical. There is one retired gentleman, probably on a
fixed income. There must be many otherslike these people and myself.

At the meeting, when | protested that prices quoted were beyond my
means and unaffordable for many others, | was met with cavalier atti-
tudes bordering on disdain. | was told by some of the tenants there to
just go ahead, buy my apartment, and then “flip it” for some enormous
profit. Asif it werethat easy for someone like me.

Since then, I've been informed by some friendly, signature-seeking
canvassers that the original quotes have been revised downward, but |
till don’'t know by how much or what they arenow. How did | missthat?
It should’ ve been under every door by now.

But | till fear that at |east sometenants are wanting to makeakilling on
resale of their pricey homes. What they can’t, or won't see, isthat they’ |
be competing to sell decades-old apartments against the brand-new hous-
ing being built on this Island. It reminds me of an old Spanish saying,
“Greed breaksthe bag.” Or don't bite off more than you can chew.

And here's the kicker: Tim Johns' piece mentioned an overlooked
option of conversion to co-op through Mitchell-Lama as one of the few
feasible avenues to ownership under present law or circumstance. It
escapes me why so few of us knew this — or had been told about it —
before Mr. Johns' piece was published.

However, | do remember asking about the very same thing — conver-
sion to Mitchell-Lama co-ops asamore aff ordable buying option—at our
last tenants' meeting. | was met with some hemming and hawing, before
being told that converting to co-op under Mitchell-Lamawas*“ strictly up
to the buildings’ owners’ and that the tenant organization could do ab-
solutely nothing about it. Then the subject was changed. Quickly.

But it seemsto me that, according to the April 16 WIRE editorial, we
tenants have opportunities to exert pressure on building owners which
are currently not even being explored by our tenant organizations. So,
tenant leaders, how about giving us an uncensored — and more frequent
—flow of information? How about somereal accountability?

PatriciaDuarte

TotheEditor:

| attended the April 14 RIOC Board meeting at which Ambassador
William van den Heuvel, representing the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute (FERI), proposed that RIOC promise to build the Louis Kahn
FDR Memorial at Southpoint Park if FERI could raise $30 millionin 18
monthsto build it.

| grew upinafamily that revered the Rooseveltsand my admiration for
Franklin and Eleanor isboundless. | can’t understand why no memorial
to them has been constructed during the 30 years of Roosevelt Island’'s
existence. A modest homage to this greatest of 20th Century presidents
isdecades overdue. However, my enthusiasm for the Kahn Memorial is
less than boundless.

Having participated in both the Living Library and Trust for Public
Land (TPL) efforts to plan and construct Southpoint Park over the last
threeyears, | fed that | have agood handle on the potential of those 13
acres aswell aswho will use this park and what they want fromit. TPL
has worked with community leaders and conducted surveys of Island
residents and park users to determine a course of action and the Kahn
Memorial hasbeen roundly repudiated. Infact, theonly plan component
to receive a more negative response was the idea of building a commer-
cial crescent on our parkland. Ambassador van den Heuvel recommended
polling the community on their response to the Kahn Memorial; appar-
ently he is unaware that this has already been done.

Personally, | find the Kahn Memorial to betoo formal and sterile, with
far too much stone and granite, and | have said so many times in these
pages. When asked by aRIOC Board member if the Kahn Memorial, as
conceived by LouisKahnin 1973 ayear before hisdeath, could be modi-
fied to fit the needs of those who will use the park, the FERI architect
reacted asif he were being asked to rewrite holy writ. In fact, with Mr.
Kahn 30 yearsin hisgrave, thereisno guarantee that hewouldn’t modify
his own plan today in light of the passage of time and the growth of the
Roosevelt Island community.

Where has FERI been these 30 years? Why wasn’t an FDR Memorial
put out for competitive bid or adesign competition, astheMayalLin Viet
Nam Memorial and the 9/11 Memorial were? Louis Kahn was a great
20th-century architect, but isthe purpose of the exerciseto memorialize
the Roosevelts or Kahn? In fact, during the FERI presentation to the
RIOC Board, | must have heard the name L ouisKahn fivetimesfor every
mention of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Curious.

Mr. van den Heuvel is concerned about honoring Mr. Kahn and placat-
ing riverfront property-owning Manhattaniteswho will gaze on afuture
Southpoint Park. | am not. My only concernisthe creation of apark (in
my lifetime, God willing) that will serve Roosevelt |slanders and New
Yorkers who need green, sylvan, rustic, living and breathing space to
relax in —in fact, something along the lines of the Wild Garden/Green
Rooms conceptual plan endorsed by this community — and incorporat-
ing the educational and United Nations features of the Living Library
plans. AndtotheAmbassador | would say, the Kahn Memorial isanidea
whose time came and went decades ago.

However, if FERI can raise $30 million, perhaps it would prime the
pump for the public (read: New York State) dollarsthat would build the
$10 millionfirst phase of the TPL plan. Sofar, neither TPL nor RIOC have
raised adime of public money. Isit worth building something we don’'t
want on 2.8 acres of land to get the park we do want on theremaining 10.2
acres? | don’'t know. What do you think?

Matthew K atz

TotheEditor:

A few months ago, a series of WIRE issues touted our quiet, idyllic
Isand. Therewasacomplaint, at thetime, regarding anoisy airconditioner.
WEell, with this gorgeous weather, | would love to keep my windows
open. But | can't, for the noise level, especially overnight. | can't tell
you how many times the noise has jolted me awake, long after midnight.
Has anyone checked the decibel levels of the trucks and busesthat drive
our roads? It's not just their engines, motors, mufflers (or lack of muf-
flers) that are noisy; it's the deafening clatter they or their loads make
when they hit abump, pothole, or just drive over the cobblestones. And
to top it off, there's the revving when they come to a stop sign or bus
stop (both of which arejust outside my window), and then start up again.
It’sbig trucks, buses, semis, and construction vehicles, which arebad in
themselves, but have you noticed how loud even the mini-school buses
are? And the garbage trucks.....aaaargh!!!

OK, so we're stuck with the construction. But can’t there be some
restrictions or requirements, such as: No trucks between midnight and
6:00 a.m., mufflers, limitation of decibel level, and other noise abatement
measures.

Please — let’'s keep Roosevelt Island a pleasant place to live!

NameWithheld
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* Cannot be combined with any other offer
* \With MINIMUM 3 month commitment

- *We are just across the bridge

* Qur Mini Storage location is clean
and secure with a variety of
room sizes!

* Stop by and visit us at:
8-33 40th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11101

Call us at 718-786-0972

One of our customer service reps
will help you select a room!
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—Zagat survey
Superior Thai cooking
—Newsday

Authentic Thai Cuisine

A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

Thal cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thal

Catering for all occasions

— We deliver to Roosevelt Island —
www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street ¢ Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743
Open 7 days aweek, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

Here Comesthe Sun

Sure, the weather is still variable, those reminders of
awinter too close to make us appreciate the warmth
from the sky on areally good day. Whilewe're
working on decisions of what to wear to stay dry

SINCE 1980

through spring showers or keep warm as evening
approaches, we know that a welcome summer
cannot be too far off. Come celebrate the change of
seasons with us. Come be part of the Trellis family,
where you and summer, too, are always welcome.

See you at Tréllis.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Orphans from page 1

by giving to the building of GrodzinsHouse;
overnight, she raised more than enough to
build it. And on March 19, afundraiser at
Manhattan Park Theater Club raised over
$10,000.

Luce has raised funds widely, and he's
found ways to leverage what he's raised:
Two Jakarta medical schools and Médecins
du Monde, a pan-European organization of
medical professionals, will partner in crestion
of ahealth center focused on tsunami trauma.
ArchitectsWithout Borderswill design a40-
acre campus to be built in Lubuk. And the
Wharton School is sending a team of three
professionalsto Sulawesi, Bali, and Acehto
draft an operating standard for O.1. —the* Or-
phansInternational Standard” —that will one
day serve as the standard for judging the
facilitiesand work of orphanages acrossthe
world. A team from Stanford University will
do follow-up this summer.

“ThedestructioninAcehismassive,” Luce
said Wednesday in a conversation with The
WIRE over coffeeat Trellis. “The photosand
television footage look like someone has
picked out apatch of junkyard to photograph.
Butit'sworse. TV can’'t show it asitis. It's
endless. Endless destruction. You cannot
possibly imagine the scale of it. | can only
compare it — the enormity of it — to
Hiroshima.” Hesaystherearerefugee camps
everywhere.

“What strikes me is how much we have
done with funding that is relatively small
compared to thebig international relief agen-
cies,” headds. “We have something real, in
place on the ground, working. When | ook
around there, | have to wonder what the big
international relief agenciesare doing.”

O.l. has set out to raise “citizens of the
world” by taking acomprehensive approach
tothelivesof the orphansplacedinitscare:
health, housing, community and family life
(a small handful of kids live with house-
parentsin each dwelling unit, some 80 chil-
drenin BandaAceh), and education now and
in the future.

The world and “mainstream” media have
begun to take notice of O.I. The New York

Ceremonies over,
it’s time to play

O.l. Kids Rahmiyana, Sarah, and Mutia

O.l. Kids Babrizal and Farrulrazi

New York Post
Layout of the first section of the Lubuk takes notice

campus near Banda Aceh

r 'y

Post ran aphoto and story last week. People
Magazine has interviewed Luce, and CNN
is working up a story. By every standard,
Orphans International is arunaway success
— but the critical standard becomes appar-
ent when you review photos from the O.1.
campusin BandaAceh: Kidswho lost their
homes and entire families just four months
ago have a home, and they are smiling and
laughing.

Contributionsto O.l. are tax-deductible,
and they can be sent to: Orphans Interna-
tional, 540 Main Street #418, Roosevelt | s-
land, NYC10044. The O.l. website is
oiww.org.
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Available now:
6 x 3% Mini-Loaf

Round 103@33&%&2&% servings)
ARE YOUR PARENTS Formerty known as
GETTING FRAILER? MAILBOXES ETC! @

DON’'T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult aprivate professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time ¢ Save You Money « Save You Heartache

We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange
and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY,LCSW

. Licensed Clinical Social Worker .
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available — Use What You Have

Furniture
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area Rugs

All Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace Tiles

cmny  EllEN Levy

Kitchen Renovation 'g‘;e{iﬁja?:cé’{f:&'
Paint & Faux Finishes 212-751-8214
All Accessories ) )

Closet D ssign No job too small

The UPS Store~

» Mailbox & Postal Services
 Color Copies

» Packaging & Moving Supplies
e Shipping World Wide

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 615t & 62m)
Phone 212-832-1390

Fax 212-832-1586

E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68" & 69t
Phone 212-535-3325

Fax 212-535-3380

E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5
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Octagon from page 1

mon Council vote to proceed with the suit
was unanimous, except for one delegate.

Most members of the RIOC Board, who
provided their comments in response to a
WIRE request to RIOC management, were
pleased with the decision; somewere critical
of RIRA for filing the suit to begin with:

* Resident Board member Deborah Beck:
“It is a great pity that RIRA has wasted an
extraordinary amount of Roosevelt Island’s
money on litigationthat waslikely tofail from
the start... [It] is money taken away from
maintenance and capital improvements...
When | attended the January RIRA meeting
to alert Common Council membersto therisk
and cost to Roosevelt Island residents, | was
not allowed to speak. My observation at
that meeting was that many of the Council
members were going along with the leader-
ship, unaware of the costly consequences.”

* John Mannix: “The decision showsthat
RIRA should use its resources in produc-
tivewaysto improve the community, not for
expensive, ill-conceived confrontations.”

* Board Chair Mary Beth L abate of the State
Division of Housing and Community Re-
newal (DHCR): “Now, RIOC can movefor-
ward to finish thework for which it was cre-
ated. Guided by the Board, the Corporation
has aplan and avision for the future, which
ultimately will culminatein afully realized
Roosevelt Island as seen so many decades
ago by its planners.”

* Resident RIOC Board member David
Kraut: “The ending of the suit means hun-
dreds of construction jobs have been saved,
the Octagon will be preserved forever, 500
or more New Yorkers will have a beautiful
placetolive, theldand will benefit from new
parkland, [and] theincomefrom the building
will go to underwrite RIOC expenses and
capital improvements of the Island overall.”

* Only resident member Mark Ponton dis-
sented: “I voted against the Octagon project
because | believed it met neither the letter
nor the spirit of the Open Spaces|legidlation,
itdidn’t restorealandmark toitsorigina con-
dition, [and] it didn’t meet thefinancia crite-
riathat | felt it should have met. | still hold
those beliefs.”

Whether Wetzel’s judgment |leaves any
room for an appeal by the Residents Asso-
ciation is open to question. Among other
judgmentsrenderedintheApril 21 decision,
Wetzel ruled that “the petitioners are barred
from seeking injunctiverelief [that is, ahalt
to the project] because of laches,” meaning
RIRA waited too long to attempt to stop the
work. “Theresolution finally authorizing the
project was passed by RIOC on Octaber 14,
2004, following many years of hearings, dis-
cussions and public comment in which the
petitioners participated. Petitioners disin-

The WIRE

needs you!

Every “WIRE Friday” a jovial group
of volunteers get together to “stuff
and count” The WIRE to prepare it
for distribution. It happens from 10
to 2, and lunch is supplied. Join us!
Call Teri Sheridan at 212-319-7408.

Spring! Canada geese are
brooding eggs at
Southpoint

genuously suggest that on that date there
was no definite indication that respondents
planned to engage in any activity violative
of the open space requirement... Onthecon-
trary, the plansfor this project had beenfully
vetted and there is no suggestion in these
papers of anything relevant to the project
that was not known to the petitioners...
Equally obvious to petitioners was the fact
that construction would soon be undertaken
at enormous expense... Constructionwasin
plain view... [T]his court concludes that the
petitioners are guilty of laches by not seek-
ing to timely initiate this proceeding...”

“The respondents’ motion to dismiss is
granted and the petition is in all respects
dismissed. Thiscongtitutesthe Decision and
Judgment of the court.”

In bringing its “Article 78" action to stop
the Octagon development, RIRA had the
support of the New York State Attorney Gen-
eral and the Environmental Law Center at
ColumbiaUniversity. City Council candidate
Dan Quart argued the case for RIRA, op-
posed by Stephen Kass, arguing for RIOC.

Responding to aWI RE request for comment,
Quart said, “Weareextremely disappointedin
Judge Wetzel'sdecision, and wedisagreewith
his interpretation of the 2002 amendment to
the legidation establishing RIOC. This is
about making surethat theintent of thelaw is
followed through, and we don't believe the
current decision serves that end.”

Architect Bruce Becker, whose firm initi-
ated and designed the Octagon Apartments
project, said, “We are very pleased by the
judge’s decision. His findings were consis-
tent with our understanding of the issues.
We are working hard to get the tennis courts
ready for play next month, and expect to have
the north tower topped out next month.” On
Thursday, Becker told The WIRE hisfirm will
pick up the cost of moving the New York
Junior Tennis League program to the
Racquet Club bubbles near the Tram station.

RIRA President Steve Marcus comments
on the case in his column; RIOC President
Herb Berman does, aswell (page 3).

Reed Super, who participated in the case
asalitigator for the ColumbiaUniversity En-
vironmental Law Center, told The WIRE, “It
is highly unfortunate that a narrow excep-
tioninalaw specifically designed to protect
open spaces from encroaching residential
development wasinterpreted to allow amas-
sive apartment complex. There is no deci-
sion yet on an appeal.”

Whether RIRA has any viable ground for
appeal of the Wetzel decision is open to
guestion and consideration; even assuming
the ruling leaves room for an apped, it's not
yet clear that RIRA will proceed with such an
action. Meanwhile, as Becker points out, the
north tower of the project islikely to be at its
full height of 13 storiesby sometimein May.

Becker told The WMIRE, “We are pleased
that we have had a steady stream of inquir-
ies from Roosevelt Island residents about
renting apartments at the Octagon.” Hesaid
that until a formal marketing effort is
launched, expressions of interest are being
compiled by his assistant, Eileen Harrison,
at 888-292-4990, ext. 4912 or
eileen@beckerandbecker.com. Those inquiring
should specify interest in a studio or apart-
ment with one, two, or three bedrooms;
they’'ll be called back when marketing starts.

NYPD from page 1

going to be owning these buildings. Soit's
time to start considering what's in our best
interests, because thisisan opportunity that
probably will not come again for avery long
time”

Kitty Berman, acommittee member from
Island House, added, “All of it has to be
renegotiated — done all over again from
scratch — as each of these buildings comes
out of Mitchell-Lamaandinto play. Thereis
room for changing Public Safety.”

“] don't want anyone to think I'm dead-
set against asatellite,” Barrere said. “What
I’m saying is that with the resources | have
right now, if you think that would be an end-
all solution, | — personally, as Inspector
David Barrere speaking —[believe] that would
take nineto ten officersjust to staff. If they
gave me ten officers to be dedicated to
Roosevelt Island [but without asatellite sta-
tion to man], doing vertical patrols, making
arrests, believeme, | could makeamajor dif-
ferenceinthe quality of life here.”

TheTelephone Outage

In describing how he handled the tele-
phone outage, which affected some 17,000
people, about 6,000 of them on Roosevelt
Island, Barrere said, “ Assoon as| was noti-
fied, we put a command post on the Island,
and we deliberately put it at the base of the
bridge coming over. We had phone service
in our command post, and | deployed eight
police officers and one sergeant and one
scooter and aradio car, just solely dedicated
— they weren't to leave the Island. We did
vertical patrolsin the affected buildings, lis-
tening, for example, for someone who may

have had a heart attack and be calling for
help.

“1 had a Public Safety radio in the com-
mand center, and we were able to communi-
cate with them, so we weren't duplicating
each other’sservices. They weredoing ver-
ticals in one building and we were doing
them in another.”

“Thislasted four days. Verizon apparently
split their own cable. They had the choice
of repairing the line or running a new one.
They choseto run anew one, which isgood,
because we now have anew fiber-optic line
running to the Island to feed those residents
[for] the911 service.”

NYPD Public Relations

During the RISK meeting, Barrerealso en-
couraged Islanders to interact with NYPD
officers: “NY PD should not be anintimidat-
ing thing. It should never be that way. “If
you see a command post set up on the Is-
land, don’t be afraid to knock. We work for
you. And just understand this: In a com-
mand post, we'll let you know if we' re busy.
But in that [telephone outage] situation, the
whole purpose of that command post was
community outreach.

“1 don’t ever want our command post, or a
radio car, on this|sland, to be an intimidat-
ing thing. Wework for you. Comeupto us,
“Hi, how youdoin'? | livein 555 Main, what's
goin’ on?”

Barrere told the meeting that he has no
community policing program, which had, at
onetime, put aCPOP officer ontheldand, at
least part of thetime. He said none of the 16
sectorsin the 114th Precinct have such pro-
grams now.

Classified

50¢/word « 212-751-8214

Deadline for May 14 issue: Tuesday, May 10
Deadline for June 4 issue: Tuesday, May 31

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.

212-593-0750.

MAKE-UP ARTIST — Top professional. Photography and special occasions including
weddings, parties, and functions. Name the place. Phone Teddy at 917-797-1585.

NOTARY PUBLIC, State-certified translators (English-Spanish). Traduccion y
notarizacion de documentos. Westview, 212-935-7583.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET — The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices. Log on today!

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

LOOKING FOR LIKE-MINDED MUSICIANS — Are you a pianist who would enjoy
friendly practice sessions with an accomplished amateur violinist? | like to play
some classical, gypsy, and new music. | would also welcome contact from other
instrumentalists with similar interests. Call Isaac Shaoul at 212-371-4548 or e-mail
eshaoul@aol.com.

LOOKING FOR MUSICIAN/COMPOSER — Do you have a good knowledge of Finale
software? Can you help me with composition? Compensation as required. Call
Isaac Shaoul at 212-371-4548 or e-mail eshaoul@aol.com.

HOME HEALTH AIDE — Professional, compassionate, with 10 years experience
working with the elderly. Will do light cooking and housework. Very reasonable
rates. Available day or night. Suzette — 718-763-8364. References available.

ELDER LAW — Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119. 800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.
917-916-5306.

PIANO TUNING —$95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Ben Treuhatft,
212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

JOB OPPORTUNITY —The Icla da Silva Foundation, located on Roosevelt Island, is
hiring a recruitment coordinator. Candidates should speak, write and read Spanish
fluently. Interested should contact Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807 or 646-249-7060.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or
credit card orders. Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

Free estimates.



ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Freeconsultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available « Home visits

* Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Red Edtate: Closings
* BusinessLaw

* Divorce& Family Law
* Persond Injury Law
 Crimina Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute
to schedule your child’s camp physical...
Do it today

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday ¢ 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Tl:m Main Street Children's Thﬂatra

5> Spring 2005 &= 5>

Ilrphans.

Fri.-Sat.-Sun., May 13-14-15
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ALL SEATS $10 - $5 MAT SEATING FOR KIDS 4 TO 10 YEARS

40 CHILDREN UNDER 4 YEARS FLEASE e
Reservations Strongly Suggested! ' '&1 )
Call: 212 371 4449 Wl
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Roosevelt Island Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

Met Life in-network participant

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults Delta Dental in-network participant

and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at amoderate dental
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,
Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

It's time to register for September

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

e

Morning and full-day programs for
children ages 2.6 through 5 years

Subsidized full-day Pre-K
NEW: AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 3-6 P.M.

Accredited by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children

For more information, call 212-593-0750

Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street « 212-752-8722

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specidlist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA GHI HIP

212-
832-2310

House Calls

Multiplan For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare

Sharon L. Yost, M.D.
Allergy and Immunology

Announces the expansion of our downtown practice to:

115 East 57th Street
Suite 1540
New York, New York 10022
212-571-5550

Springtime and Seasonal Allergy * Asthma
Hay Fever ¢ Sinus Infection « Rashes
Food Allergy « Medication Allergy * Hives « Eczema

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Idand, N.Y. 10044

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.

We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will alsc help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
212-T31-8214.
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e/
Saturday

THE MANHATTAN PARK THEATER
8 RIVER ROAD
8:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M.
FEATURING SAMBA DANCERS
MUSIC by LA EXCELENCIA

Tickets In
Advance $25

Senior/

Sign up

Disabled $15
for
Mambo Tickets & Info
Call
Dance 646-826-5646
Contest —
cash prize Hors d'oeuvres

Refreshment
Available




