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25th Year as Roosevelt Island’s Independent Community Newspaper

Business

Chamber of Commerce Gets NYS Help
In a Drive to Improve Island’'s Economy

The Roosevelt 1sland Chamber
of Commerceisinching forwardin
aplan to improve the business cli-
mate here. With the Roosevelt |s-
land Operating Corporation (RIOC),
the Chamber hasdrafted help from
the Empire State Devel opment Cor-
poration (ESDC), City and State
legislators, and other Island orga-
nizations concerned about the

Island’s mercantile health.

At ameeting held last week, den-
tist Dr. Larry Itskowitchrecalled the
history of past efforts to make
things better for merchants. “I was
the 28th resident onthelsland,” he
told agroup of Islandersand legis-
lative representatives gathered at
Gallery RIVAA. “The original
Roosevelt Island brochure con-

Solstice This was Roosevelt Island’s view of sunset on June 21 — the
Summer Solstice.

Real Estate

Before Youth Center Deal,
RIOC Board Wants More Data

The Youth Program may have
moved aquarter-step closer to get-
ting expansion space in Thursday
morning’s meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC).

The Board also failed to ratify a
handshake deal for a lease, made
by itsreal-estate consultant, to give
the former Montauk Credit Union
spaceto MovieBank, aDV D-vend-
ing machine operator.

And it created a committee to

consider extension of the ground
lease for Eastwood.
Youth Program
The Board discussed at length
how to proceed on the Youth
Program’s request for the
minischool space, last occupied by
the Lilies School, at the south end
of Eastwood. Therequest hasbeen
pending for some time — years, as
somecount it. Board member John
Mannix noted the frustration the
See Real Estate, page 6

Watchdog Planned for RIOC,
Similar State Operations

by Erik Kriss in Albany

The Roosevelt Iland Operating Corporation (RIOC) will beunder closer
scrutiny under a bill the State L egislature passed last month.

Thelegidation, part of an agreement between lawmakers and Gover-
nor George Pataki, subjects all state public authoritiesto stricter guide-
lines and more oversight. It was one of a handful of reform measures
approved during the just-concluded 2005 | egislative session and camein
response, many observers say, to growing criticism about State govern-
ment dysfunction.

The public authorities reform bill would create an outside inspector
general’s office to investigate the approximately 700 quasi-independent
state agencies, and an outside budget officeto evaluatetheir finances. It
also requires public authorities to get at least “fair market value” when

they sell property.

See Watchdog, page 17

Briefly...

Visiting for the Fireworks? You'revisiting one of New York City’s
great communities — perhaps the very best —and there's construction all
around, which means your next home could be here. After thefireworks
have begunto fadeinto memory, come back for alook at thereal Roosevelt
Island, where the peoplelive.

Eastwood residentswill hear the terms of therent deal struck with the
building’'s owner by their Eastwood Building Committee at a meeting
Wednesday night (July 6) at 7:00 at the Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter, when their attorney provides areport.

Speaking of Eastwood, Dark Water opens Friday (July 8). Much of it
was shot on Roosevelt Island, and it suggests a new slogan for market-
ing the building: Eastwood - It’s not all that scary. Cantheowner sueif
tenants move out after seeing thisflick? Publicity materials (there’'san
on-line“ experience” at darkwater.movies.go.com/experience.html) describethe
movie asa"haunting, chilling film about ayoung woman onthe edge... a

R " psychological thriller...
Her new apartment —di-
lapidated, cramped, and
worn —seemsto takeon
alifeof itsown. Myste-
rious noises come from
the empty apartment
i upstairs and there’'s a
persistent leak of dark water in the bedroom ceiling. Her imagination
runs wild, leaving her unable to distinguish between reality and fan-
tasy...” Yep, that's our Island.

On the other hand, Roosevelt Island is “trendy,” according to
NewsMax, awebsite that billsitself as“ America's News Page.” Before
you start bragging to friends about where you live, however, be aware
that the article got something wrong about Kofi Annan, the subject of
thearticle. Thefull quote: “Kofi Annan moved out of acondo he owned
on Manhattan’s trendy Roosevelt Island when he became the UN chief
on January 1, 1997.” Annan lived in Island House, a rental building,
whilehere. Thefull article, mistakesand all, isat http:/iww.newsmax.com/
archives/ic/2005/6/19/111459.shtml.

A phone number previously published for registering for possible hous-
ing at the new Octagon Apartments was incorrect. The number is
888-292-4990; by e-mail, EHarrison@BeckerAndBecker.com. Gotham Con-
struction, which ishandling thework at the site, held atopping-off party
for workers|ast week, and there are panoramic photos on pages 8 and 9.

With thisissue, The WIRE goes on its summer schedule. Next issue:
Saturday, July 30. Fortnightly publication resumes with the issue of
Saturday, August 27, which will complete the newspaper’s 25th year.
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Hector Santana of Empire State
Development describes a plan of
attack.

vinced me to go forward [with a
dental practice here] because it
said, ‘It will be atown designed to
create better lives for the 5,000
familieswhowill soon call it home.””
He continued, “ Unfortunately, it
has not been easy for the Roosevelt
Island business community. Dur-
ing the first 27 years, the average
number of owners in those 14
stores that changed ownership for
economic reasons was three. A
store changed ownership an aver-
age of every nine years. Even
though the census identifies an
average income on Roosevelt Is-
land of $50,000, that income is

mostly spent in Manhattan.
“Future success depends on a
considerable increase in popula-
tion, but also on a considerable
economic and visual improvement
in the business corridor. Thiswill
encourage peopleto move here, our
residents to spend their money
here, and not move away. We are
asking Empire State Development
Corporation, RIOC, politicians, and
building ownersto help the Island

achievethisimprovement.”
Roosevelt Island Historical So-
ciety President Judy Berdy spoke
of the kiosk which once dispensed
trolley tokensto travelers crossing
the Queensboro Bridge, and which
now sits on the Southtown
grounds awaiting installation at the

Tramway asavisitor center.
See Empire State, page 6

Aiming for March Occupancy, Octagon Apartments

Topped Off

From the Octagon Apartments’ north tower, which was finished first, a swarm of workers can be seen finishing the east tower. There are panoramas of the view in this issue’s center
spread. The project employed over 1,000 workers. The project will be owned by The Multi-Employer Property Trust (MEPT), a real-estate fund that pools over 250 pension funds to
invest in such properties. Looking south, in the background are the Citicorp Tower in Queens, Keyspan’s Ravenswood power plant, the Roosevelt Island Bridge and Queensboro
Bridge, and the Manhattan Park buildings. To be added to the list for the 100 affordable apartments or the 400 market-rate apartments, call 888-292-4990. Panoramaassembled by Paul Katz
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The Editorial Page

Just Common Sense

Roosevelt Island has a shot at getting a credit union to re-
place Montauk, which couldn’'t make a go of it here.

But RIOC is in the process of losing that opportunity.
Residents need to speak out now to save it.

RIOC has turned over the marketing of its commercial real
estate to Jones, Lang, Wooten. RIOC President Herb Berman
said recently that he turns over all real-estate matters to the
JLW consultant, Paul Maas. And indeed, the RIOC Board hired
Maas to handle the job.

But it appears Maas has been turned loose without reason-
able guidance, allowed to make “handshake deals” with potential
tenants without first checking with the RIOC Board or any com-
mittee of its members. So recently, when faced with a choice
between renting the old Montauk Credit Union space to a DVD
vending-machine company (MovieBank) or bringing in a credit
union (for which the space is already ideal) — at a lower rent —
Maas naturally went for the higher rent, the higher commis-
sion, and the MovieBank deal — and shook hands on it.

On Thursday, in a split 4-4 decision, the RIOC Board decided
against approving that handshake deal, a bit of wisdom excercised
by Patrick Stewart, Michael Shinozaki, Mark Ponton, and David
Kraut, all resident members of the Board.

Just before the vote, a question had been raised by another
resident member, Deborah Beck (who ultimately voted for rent-
ing the space to the MovieBank operation, largely to preserve
Maas's credibility in his handshaking, it seemed): Should RIOC
perhaps give a preferential lease rate to community-criti-
cal services like a credit union?

To which we can only respond, Duh!

But Board Chair Mary Beth Labate expressed doubts that
the RIOC Board can set such priorities for the community with a
“one man’s treasure is another man’s trash” kind of worry. It's
no wonder she feels inept in making such choices for the commu-
nity: She doesn't live here, and during the meeting it became
clear she wasn't even aware that we have a New York National
Bank branch on the Island. That just goes to show why the
RI1OC Board should be elected, and elected from among residents
who live here and do know what they and their neighbors need
to make this a viable community.

A sacrifice of $5,000 a year in rent to choose a vital credit
union service over a movie vending machine that would probably
drive the General Store (which markets movie DVDs and tapes)
out of business is a no-brainer. But it wasn’t even considered
seriously by Maas, who also doesn’t live here and is oriented al-
most entirely to the cash in a deal.

Want a $534 million credit union here, offering greater con-
venience and higher interest rates — and mortgages for coming
property purchases? If you do, you best speak out now, before
the RIOC Board meets again with a different quorum assembled,
and votes against the community’s best interests.

To be heard on this, communicate your views to RIRA Presi-
dent Steve Marcus via e-mail to SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net. Just say
yes to common sense, and yes to the notion that RIOC'’s real-
estate guy should be governed more by community needs than
by a few dollars difference in commission.
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Letters

While | agree with the notion expressed in your June 18 issue that
banning Saturday night concerts from the Chapel of the Good Shepherd
is severe, | completely disagree with and disapprove of the blame cast
upon the Catholic Parish and Father Miqueli. Your editorial belittled the
very real concerns Father Miqueli has about the condition of the Chapel
and the potential damage to sacred objects, such as the altar.

| don’t know the facts concerning the condition in which the Chapel is
left after such events or the facts concerning the general frequency of
using churchesfor such eventsand | suspect you don’'t know either. But
it doesn’'t matter. What matters is the Church. And the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd is a church. It is sacred to hundreds of residents of the
Island, both Catholic and Protestant. | guarantee that it means more to
those residents as a church than it means to others as a concert hall.

Itisbetter towork towards sol utionsto the problem of sharing the Chapel
than to place blame and your editorial did propose one reasonable solution.
Another would be to use a security deposit to hire someone to clean up or
repair the Chapel as needed after concerts or other events.

Whatever the ultimate resolution is, | believe that respect for the be-
liefsof al of theresidents of thelsland isvery important. | am sorry that
your editorial did not riseto that ideal.

Marguerite Camaiore

To the Editor:

Thank you, Mr. Herb Berman, for standing up, doing the right thing by
the St. Frances Cabrini Parish, and acknowledging the priority of having
the Good Shepherd Chapel reserved for Mass and religious services on
Saturday evenings and Sundays. Although | understand the importance
of Good Shepherd Chapel serving asacommunity center onthelsland, |
believe this comes with respecting the sacred space of the sanctuary. In
preparation for the latest concert, our sanctuary was disturbed and the
altar moved. | was appalled! The sanctuary of a church is holy space;
altars contain relics of saints and are revered by Catholics. The altar is
the place where the consecration takes place in which bread and wine are
turned into the body and blood of Jesus Christ, the central focus of the
Mass. Needless to say, | consider the disturbance of the sanctuary a
great disrespect. | do not expect everyone to share my faith or beliefs,
but | do expect mutual respect when using an area that others share.

The past two weeks have raised several questionsin my mind. There
seems to be a thunderous silence in The WIRE and events concerning
the Catholic Church on Roosevelt Island. Starting with the death of Our
Beloved Holy Father John Paul 11, inwhich athird of theworld watched,
there was not aword mentioned in The WIRE. We had aspecial Masson
Friday, April 6, at 7:00 p.m. for Our Holy Father (which was announced
and posted in the Good Shepherd Plaza); it was beautiful and the Chapel
was packed; again, not aword appeared in The WIRE.

When Pope Benedict XV was elected and install ed there was no men-
tion of this, either, in our Island newspaper.

Recently Msgr. Denis Madden, who lives on Roosevelt 1sland, was
madeAuxiliary Bishop of Baltimore. Thisiswonderful newsand agreat
honor that one of our residentsis made Bishop. Unfortunately, thiswas
notin The WIRE.

OnMay 7, when agroup of our childrenliving on thelsland madetheir
First Holy Communion, Fr. Miqueli cel ebrated amagnificent Mass. The
church was packed and overflowing with parents, relatives, and friends.
The children worked very hard all year long and | certainly believe that
this would have been a great human-interest story; what child does not
want to be in the newspaper (especially their Island newspaper) and
what parent is not proud when their child’s accomplishments appear in
the local newspaper?

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini isagreat parish and Fr. Miqueli isan awe-
some shepherd who nourishes our faith and leads us ever closer to God.
It makes me wonder why our events and activities, asimportant as they
are, do not appear in The WIRE.

Dolores L. Perez, M.D.

Editor’s response:

* The WIRE'’s focus is on Roosevelt Island, which is covered inad-
equately by other media. Replacing Island news with material on the
death of Pope John Paul Il would have duplicated extensive coverage
in other media at the expense of news available nowhere else.

« Each faith represented on the Island has developed excellent means
of communication with its adherants. The WIRE has covered changes
in pastors and other items of Island-wide interest. An example in this
issue is coverage of a memorial service for Fr. Joseph Gorman; past
examples have included photo features on reenactment of the Nativity,
CYO fashion shows, and other events. While First Communion is
important and a warm family event, it does not qualify as “hard news.”
Space permitting, however, such an event might be covered as a fea-
ture, if The WIRE is informed of it. In this case, we were not informed.

e Similarly, The WIRE was not informed of Msgr. Denis Madden’s
advancement to Bishop, and therefore could not report on it. As a rule,
The WIRE wants to report on such promotions and honors when space
permits, but can’t report information not made available.

* The WIRE'’s editorial did not oppose use of the Chapel for Saturday
and Sunday services, only RIOC’s ban of Saturday evening concerts
after that day’s religious uses have ended.

* The altar in the Chapel was moved frequently under previous priests,
without protest by parishioners or others. Many Catholic parishes con-
duct Masses in community centers where altars are moved into place
for services and later cleared for other events; doing so suggests no
disrespect to the parish, sancuary, or priest.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to the community, and to/from officials. Publication
on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's name, address, and phone number
mubsrt Eedprovided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will not be
published.

Preferred method of submission: E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file), or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531 Main
Street, addressed to The WIRE. Alternatives: Typed copy left at 531 Main Street. Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but we are not able to take telephone dictation of
letters. All letters subject to acceptance and to editing for length and clarity. Recommended
maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will be considered if their content merits the required space.

To the Editor:

Regarding RIOC' srecent decison
to end late Saturday evening socia
events in the Church of the Good
Shepherd, | finditinteresting that the
editor of this newspaper, so outspo-
ken regarding so many Idand issues,
chooses to whitewash the problem
asfinding the church in “occasiona
mild disarray,” andisdirecting such
a harsh and mean-spirited attitude
toward the new parish priest. While
asuggestionwasmadein The WIRE
that perhapsacleaning deposit could
be charged and an employee desig-
nated to ensurethat the premisesare
ready for Sunday-morning Mass, ref-
erence was made that the problem
amounted to someonepossibly leav-
ing a stray Coke can behind or the
altar being moved and not returned
toitsoriginal position, offending the
(allegedly intolerant and sensitive)
parish priest. That thesituation came
to this end leads me to believe that
therewasn't anisolated occurrance,
and judging by the litter on Main
Street and in the buildings, left not
only by children but many bad-man-
nered and inconsiderate adults as
well, I'll betit wasnot an errant Coke
can that set this off.

| think that the entire religious
community using the Church of the
Good Shepherd has every right to
expect anyone using the building
for secular purposes to show the
utmost respect for the church, the
altar, and all religious accouter-
ments contained therein. That there
should be a need to hire someone
to clean up after the allegedly cul-
tured people who organize and at-
tend these socia events is a dis-
grace. Instead of singling out and
criticizing Father Miqueli, why not
put the blame where it really be-
longs?

Gail Montague

Editor’s response: Elimination
of litter at its source would be an
excellent solution, but people are
not perfect. The editorial objected
to RIOC's solution of that problem
— or whatever problems arise from
the Chapel's use as a community
center — by denying its use for Sat-
urday night events, rather than ad-
dressing it in a more practical way.
On another point, what part of the
editorial does the writer feel
“singled out and criticized” Fr.
Miqueli or alleged that he is intol-
erant and insensitive? (The edi-
torial is on line at nyc10044.com/wire/
2520/edit2520.html.)

To the Editor:

Westview’s lawyers argue that
the Master L ease between the City
and Statefixes, until 2068, the per-
centage of subsidized housing in
Northtown, and that any change
would violatethe General Develop-
ment Plan (GDP) provision that
only 25% of the units may be mar-
ket rate.

One praoblem with thisargument
isthat the ownersarenot partiesto
the Master Lease. They will argue
that they are not bound by itsterms,
which conflict with their indepen-
dent statutory right to withdraw
from the Mitchell-Lamaprogram.

Another argument the owners
will make isthat the GDP is, after
all, a“development” plan that ap-
pliesonly totheinitial development
of the Island, and wasn’t intended
to fix the ratios for 99 years. In-
deed, even the Master Lease con-
templated that Mitchell-Lamaunits
would becomemarket rate” conven-
tionally financed housing” when
their 30-year tax exemptions end.

It also must be noted that the
Master Lease and GDP have been
previously amended by the City and
State, and could be further

See Letters, page 14
Additional letter on page 8



Since 1996, I’ ve been the Communi cations Chair for
the Common Council of the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dentsAssociation. |I'm responsible for RIRA's inter-
nal and external communications, including websites,
discussion forum, and mailing lists. At lot has hap-
pened with technology over the past 10 years.

Circa 1996-1997

In 1996, | dreamed of offering some kind of “com-

plaint” servicethat would provide apublic recording

of problems with products and services. | was very
frustrated with many products and services and | felt
that, had there been
some public aware-
T h e ness of defectsin prod-
ucts and services, the
manufacturers or ser-
R I R A vice-providers would
have a strong incen-
tivefor improving their

C @) I umn products/services.

Although | had
some ideas, the main
problem was technology: the world wide web was
till far from amaturetechnology (inthose days, there
were so few websites that The New York Times still
had listings of new websites that were coming on-
ling); the best internet service for an average user was
the 28.8K bps modem; disk driveswere small (500MB
was considered alarge disk); the JPEG digital image
standard was barely complete; and color printing was
expensiveand relatively rare.

Around 1996-1997, | experimented with someof these
ideas and got some very good results. Back then
Westview and Island House had a combined tenants
association (the Westview-Island House Task Force),
and | applied these ideasto maintenance issuesin the
buildings public areas. The Task Force had ongoing
complaints, yet the managing agent (Roosevelt Island
Housing Management) stated that many issues were
being worked on. Several members of the task force,
including myself, would do biweekly walkthroughs of
the two buildingsto report these problems on atrack-
ing sheet —we really wanted to get to the root of the
mai ntenance problem.

Within the first month, we had some serious prob-
lems with the maintenance staff: they became very
upset because they thought our complaints were
merely intended to disgrace and embarrassthem. How-
ever, by the third month the maintenance staff loved
thiscomplaint system. Why? Because the complaint
system also tracked the time and completion of the
issues.

So both the man-
aging agent and
the tenants were
right: the mainte-
nance staff was
completing a sig-
nificant amount of
work, and new
mai ntenance prob-
lemswould always
arise (thus, the on-
going perception
that there were al-
ways 100 problems
outstanding).

Because this
system was so suc-
cessful, most of the
mai ntenance prob-
lems were under
control, the tenants
were happy, the
managing agent
was happy, and the managing agent instituted its own
tracking system and software (especially because
costs, time, and materials could be better controlled).

RI1-311.0rg

In RIRA we' ve been talking about thiskind of track-
ing system for Roosevelt Island services. everything
from the minibus, to Motorgate, to public safety, and
so on. Technology has changed and a new on-line
capability is now possible for the average user.

The system has just gone on line and we arein the
early stages of reporting problems. Thisiswhereyou
can help. If you find something is wrong, please re-

See RIRA, page 16

Frank Farance
RIRA Communications Chair
e-mail; frank@farance.com

Aswe cometogether to celebrate our Nation’sbirth
this July 4, it is a good time to celebrate the many
splendors of Roosevelt Island as a place to live and
visit.

The 147 acres that make up Roosevelt Island are
located in the East River, in the borough of Manhat-
tan. Originally known by the Algonquin Indians as

Minnahannock, loosely translated asLong Island, the

island was purchased in 1637 by Wouton van Twiller,

the Dutch governor of Nieuw Amsterdam, and re-
named “Varckens Eylandt” or Hog I sland.

In 1921, the island

was renamed Welfare

T h e Island to reflect itsrole

as arepository for the
ill and outcast.
RIOC In 1968, New York
City Mayor John Lind-
say organized a com-

C O I u m n mittee to explore op-

tionsfor using Welfare

Island, and the idea of
aresidential community was born. 1n 1969, the New
York State Urban Development Corporation signed a
99-year lease with New York City to develop the Is-
land, using amaster plan designed by architects Philip
Johnson and John Burgee asits guideline. Thisplan
called for amixed-income community of 20,000 people
living in 5,000 unitsin alargely traffic-free environ-
ment.

The Island was renamed Roosevelt Island in 1973,
and thefirst residential complex opened in 1975, fol-
lowed a year later by three additional housing com-
plexes, bringing thetotal number of unitsto 2,141. In
1989 an additional complex of 1,107 units was com-
pleted. The General Development Plan for the Island
was amended in 1990.

The New York State Legislature created the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) in
1984 asapublic benefit corporation charged with main-
taining, operating and developing Roosevelt 1sland.
Unlikeits predecessor, the state Urban Devel opment
Corporation (UDC), RIOC does not have the author-
ity toissuebonds. The State of New York holds a 99-
year lease on the island, which will expire in 2068;
ownership will then revert to the City.

On the northern end of the Island stands the Light-
house, builtin 1872 and designed by James Renwick,
Jr., the famed Irish architect who also designed St
Patrick’s Cathedral. The Lighthouse was built with
stone quarried on the island with convict labor from
the island’s numerous institutions. Also designed by
Renwick wasthe Smallpox Hospital (1854), located on
the island’s southern point. At the time of its con-
struction, smallpox was an epidemic responsible for
one in every hundred deaths in New York City. Be-
cause of the highly contagious nature of the disease,
the Island setting was considered ideal. When the
city transferred patients with contagious diseases to

North Brother Island in the last quarter of the 19th
Century, the Smallpox Hospital becameanurse’sresi-
dence. It was abandoned in the 1950's. Today it is
New York City’s only landmarked ruin. Adjacent to
the Smallpox Hospital standsthe Strecker Laboratory.
Built in 1892 to the design of Withers & Dickson,
Strecker Laboratory served asthe pathol ogy building
for nearby City Hospital, now no longer standing. In
1907, the laboratory became hometo the Russell Sage
Institute of Pathology, a leading scientific organiza-
tion of its day, which later became affiliated with the
Rockefeller Institute. In the center of the island, on
Main Street, stand two more landmarks: Blackwell
House and the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Blackwell Housewasbuilt in 1794 and isthefifth ol d-
est wooden house in New York City. The Chapel of
the Good Shepherd, now known as the Good Shep-
herd Community Center, wasbuiltin 1888 (Frederick
ClarkeWithers, architect). The banker GeorgeM. Bliss
gave the Chapel as a gift to the Episcopal City Mis-
sion Society to serve the patients and inmates on the
island. Itsbell, now in the village square, used toring
to wake the laborers in the nearby Almshouse. In
r - =3 1835, under archi-

. & | tectAlexander Jack-
son Davis, the New
York City mental
health facility was
built. When it was
completedin1842it
was already con-
sidered to be one of
New York’s great
buildings and was
visited by notables
such as Charles
Dickens, whowrote
of the buildings’
magnificent ro-
tundain hisAmeri-
can Notes, but also
commented on the
distressing condi-

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.  tions. The build-
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com ing, now known as

the Octagon Building, gained further notoriety in 1887
when Elizabeth Cochrane, who wrotefor the New York
World under the name of Nellie Bly, feigned insanity
to expose the deplorable conditions, which included
prisoners from Blackwell Penitentiary serving as
“nurses.” In 1894, New York City built anew mental
health facility on Ward's Island and the building was
renovated and renamed Metropolitan Hospital. It re-
mained in use until the 1950'swhen Metropolitan Hos-
pital moved to East Harlem. It was partially demol-
ished inthe 1970’s, and much of itsremaining interior
was damaged by 1982 arson. On Labor Day, 1999, a
second fire obliterated much of the building’'s upper
See RIOC, page 16
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COMING UP

— This Extended Weekend —
Stillness, an exhibit at Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street, Sat.-Sun., July
2-3, and continuing through Sun.,
Aug. 14. Gallery weekend hours,
- 11:00-5:00; also Wednesday and
| Friday, 6:00-9:00. Opening recep-
tion, Sat., July 9, 6:00-9:00.
Fireworks at Southpoint, Mon., July 4, evening. $18. Ticketsavail-

able on the RIOC website, 3 V
. ' "f,...-!l

rioc.com, and at the Manhattan-
side Tram station. Gates open
a 5:00. Nocoolers, chairs, back-
packs, or alcoholic beverages
may be carried onto Southpoint grounds.

— The Coming Week —

Eastwood Building Committee meeting for all Eastwood residentsto
hear termsof rent asthe building privatizes, Wed., July 6, 7:00 p.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center.

The movie Dark Water opens, Fri., July 8. (See
Briefly, page 1.)

Opening Reception for Stillness, an exhibit at Gal-
lery RIVAA, 527 Main Street, Sat., July 9, 6:00-9:00
p.m. Additional Gallery hoursinlisting above.

— Future Events —

Book Discussion Group at the Library, Thur., July 21, 6:30 p.m.,
Kitchen, by Banana Yoshimoto. Copies of book available at the branch.

The Main Street WIRE —Next issue, Sat., July 30. (To receivee-mail
bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadline: Adsinthe paper,
Thursday, July 21; decision on fliers for The Bag, Mon., July 25; inserts
dueThur., July 28. Future issues: Aug. 27; Sept. 10, 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19;
Dec. 3, 17. News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent matters 917-617-0449.
Phone for display and classified ad-
vertising placement and informa
tion, 212-751-8214. To list your
organization’s Island-related event
here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or
leaveit, addressed to The WIRE, at
the lobby desk at 531 Main Street;
provide atelephone number for follow-up questions. Thereisno charge
for such listings.

Book Discussion Group at theLibrary, Thur., Aug. 18, 6:30 p.m., I’'m
Not Scared, by Niccolo Ammaniti. Copiesof book availableat the branch.

RI1OC Board of Directors Meeting, Thur., Sept. 8, 4:30 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd. The Board's afternoon meetings usually conclude
with an opportunity for public comment, specific time uncertain.

Open House New York, Sat.-Sun., Oct. 8-9. Includes visitors to
Roosevelt Island’s Southpoint.

RI1OC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Oct. 20, 9:30 am., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.

RI1OC Board of Directors Meeting, Thur., Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd. The Board's afternoon meetings usually conclude
with an opportunity for public comment, specific time uncertain.

Senior Center

Monday
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-
guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

12-2, Painting & Sculpting

7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
Thursday

9:30, Weightlifting

10:30, Creative Arts

1:00, Tai Chi 12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners) 7:00, Dance
Tuesday Friday

10:00, Weightlifting 9:30, Yoga
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus 10:30, Computers
2:00, Bingo 1:00, Bridge
6:00, Yoga Class 7:00, Games (RISA)
7:30, Games (RISA) Saturday

Wednesday 7:30, Bingo (RISA)
9:15, Stay Well

10:00, Computers
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus

Special Events

Sun., July 3, 2:00, Fourth of July
observance

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See CIassifiedf,-, page 18
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The Public Safety Blotter for the first half of June has been posted at
nyc10044.com/wire/2520/blot2520.pdf. When ready, the Blotter for the
last half of June will be posted at nyc10044.com/wire/2521/blot2521.html.
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Expert Repairs GRADUATION mTa
Jewelry « Watches Edward
Pearl Restringing GIFTS Marina
Layaways AVAILABLE
Welcome |

O \ //,

A ﬁmﬁ/wﬂ on 2nd @?f? 1eIULC

) BUY « SELL »« TRADE

Diamonds * Antiques
Estates ¢ Fine Watches

Mention this ad for

212-755-2655 20% Off
Mon-Thur 11-7 all merchandise
Fri11-3 and service 1148 Second Avenue

Closed Sat
Sun — Call ahead (M-F) for appt

(60th/61st)
NYC 10021

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON'T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult aprivate professiond Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time » Save You Money * Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW

. Licensed Clinical Social Worker .
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

THE GROG SHOP

P 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

I We )
/2R, specialize
‘wm in b
wines -4
from , 1

all |

nations

T

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Sharon L. Yost, M.D.
Allergy and Immunology

Announces the expansion of our downtown practice to:

115 East 57th Street
Suite 1540
New York, New York 10022
212-571-5550

Springtime and Seasonal Allergy « Asthma
Hay Fever ¢ Sinus Infection « Rashes
Food Allergy « Medication Allergy « Hives « Eczema

The Fourth

We celebrate it year after year — a
patriotic holiday that binds us together
and connects us with a proud heritage
that stands us in good stead no matter

what the distractions of the moment
may be. Happy Fourth of July.
See you at Trellis.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Steven D. Meed,
M.D. FACR

|s pleased to announce the relocation of his
practice of Medicine
to
150 East 58th Street
18th Floor
(between Lexington and Third Avenues)
New York, NY 10155

212 583 2960

Dr. Meed isAssistant Clinical Professor of Medicine
at New York University
Board Certified Internal M edicine and Rheumatol ogy
Specidizingin
Arthritisand Lyme-Related Disorders
Fibromyalgia& Fatigue Syndromes
Pain Management & Medical Acupuncture

Hours — Mon-Fri by Appointment
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Riverwe
New Luxury Waterfront Condominium

-|I-|m:'-2.".’ﬂ'|'l ‘luu X N =T A -
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Introducing Riverwalk, Manhattan's newest village on Roosevelt
Island. Already over 80% sold, Riverwalk's first condominium,
RIVERWALK PLACE is now offering a new selection of high-floor
apartments and penthouses featuring spectacular river and skyline
views from $650,000 to over $1,250,000.

Five minutes by Tram to 59th Street and Second Avenue

One Stop on F Train to 63rd Street and Lexington Avenue

For an appointment please contact

Related Residential Sales LLC
Exclusive Marketing and Sales Agent

Residence Features:

Floor to ceiling windows
Open California-style kitchens w/ stainless appliances
Oak plank flooring ~ Washer/dryer in residences 212.754.0455
or visit

Building Features: www.riverwalknyc.com

24/7 attended lobby ~ State-of-the-art fitness center

Children’s playroom ~ Bicycle room and private storage Developed by The Hudson Companies Inc.,
and The Related Companies, L.P.

Rooftop lounge with adjacent landscaped sundeck

Low common charges ® 25-year tax abatement ® Occupancy January 2006

The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from sponsor. File No. CP-04-0034. EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Empire State Development Corporation Promises an Island
“Tourism Envelope,” Part of a Broad Plan to Improve Business

Empire State from page 1

“When | came herein August of 2003,” said RIOC
President Herb Berman, “1 was struck by the lack of
commercial activity. | think that thevitality of acom-
munity is measured by the vitality of the commercial
strip. We have acommitment to improve the commer-
cialization of Roosevelt ISland’'sMain Street. We have
retained areal-estate consultant who isdevising plans
on how to improve and market Main Street.”

Survey Results

Empire State Devel opment’ssurvey of 1dandersbrought
out theseviews, asreported by Hector Santanaof ESDC:

What new businesseswould you like?

Berman said that RIOC efforts are under way. He 0,
said RIOC has cleaned the street kiosks on which j%’ ﬁmther ’ﬁg‘éaa;t
notices are posted, and has painted their tops; is re- 0 gourm ore
placing garbage cans on Main Street, and has plans .
to replace street lighting on the Island. What storesdo you patronize?
Representing Empire State Development was the 66% Grigede's
director of its northern Manhattan office, Hector 24% Chinesetake-out
Santana. He told the gathered Island |eaders about
FSDC seffortstoward creating " tourism envel ope What wouldimprovetheldand’scommercia climate:
or theldand. “Thelittlebit of tourism we haveison 53%  Compditiveprici
the Tram,” he said. “Infact, the Tram isinternation- o o et pricing
ally known, in guidebooks from Germany to Italy to 33%  Improvedservice
Spain. And what happens is that generally the tour-
ists get on the Tram, enjoy the scenery, get out on the Would you discouragetourism?
landing on Roosevelt Island, and wait for the next 66% NoO
Tram going back. We haveto make sure they seethat 21% VYes
there are other things they can do when they cometo 13%  Noresponse

the Island.” Santana said that on one trip to the Is-
land by Tram he observed two groups that limited
their stays to the waiting time between Tram depar-
tures. He said he encountered another group, walk-
ing, unaware of thingsthey might do while here.

“By putting together a ‘tourism envelope’ on the Island,
we can keep people here.”

“Generally speaking,” Santanasaid, “wewant an economic
development initiativeto increase economic activity through
capacity-building of organizations such as RIVAA and the
Chamber of Commerce, through business development by
hel ping the small businesses on the commercia strip, through
street beautification, and through destination devel opment,
which isavery important component of tourism.”

He said barriers to success include the current lack of a
coordinated tourism strategy, and alack of foot traffic.

Speaking of ESCD’s efforts to evaluate Roosevelt Island
as a tourist destination, Santana said, “We feel Roosevelt

Responding to the survey, 88% said thecommercia
corridor needsbeauitification.

Island has the assets to make this a success.” Asassets, he
listed parks and open space, proximity to Manhattan, resi-
dential and commercial devel opment, the Tramway, and wa-
terfront access.

As part of an action plan, Santana listed these sugges-
tions or plans:

* An unmanned tourist-information kiosk at the Manhat-
tan-side Tram station

» An unmanned visitor's kiosk at subway station

* Training Tram and bus personnel to announce destina-
tions

“We have to develop a more touristic attitude than we
have now,” he said. “That means retraining people.” He

also spoke of signage as an important component that
can welcome tourists, and added, “ Southpoint Park
will play an important role in any tourism package we
put together.”

Santana called the Main Street commercial strip a
“distressed community,” and urged legislatorsto con-
sider atax-credit programto assist merchants. Heurged
creations of partnershipsinvolving RIOC, RIVAA, the
Residents Association, the City and State Chambers
of Commerce.

During a Q& A session that followed Santana’s pre-
sentation, RIOC President Berman explained why re-
placement of Island street lighting istakingtime: “We
need City aproval for the lights because we want the
City to maintain them.” Berman also urged residents
to forget failures of the past decade in effortsto im-
provethebusinessclimate. When aresident remarked
about the charm of Battery Park City, Berman re-
sponded, “Not by the hair of our chinny-chin-chin can
we compete with Battery Park City. They have great
bonding capacity and alot of thingsthat we can’t do.”

Berman also said that RIOC has been visiting shop-
keepers. “Every store owner has been told that, un-
less they keep their stores clean, spruce their stores
up, when it comesto renewing their leases, that's go-
ing to be anissuethat’s going to be amajor problemto
them. So we're going to come down hard. But the
moment we come down hard on somebody, people
complain that we' retrying to drive businessout. But |
agree it has to happen.”

Asked about RIOC’sfailureto repair streets, Berman
said, “We can't invest the money — and we have money in
the budget to start street reconstruction — but we can’t in-
vest the money until the City has done al the work they
have to do with the pipes under the streets. We have leaks.
We are on the phone on adaily basis with the City trying to
get them to come and take care of the pipes. Wecan't fix the
streets until they fix the leaks under the streets that cause
the streets to fold.”

Berman cited work on the brickwork in Good Shepherd
Plaza, said repair work on Meditation Steps has been com-
pleted, and that concrete work is being done along the prom-
enade. “Magjor efforts are being made to catch up on the
work that has to be done.”

Real Estate from page 1

Youth Center must feel, and said “We can’t keep moving the
finishline. We need to do thisin away that istimely, because
this discussion has been going on since | came on the Board,
soit'sbeen years, and I’ m sure years before that. We haveto
take responsibility to end the endlessdebate, provideto RIOC
staff and the Youth Center management exactly what we want
—not kind-of what wewant, not ‘ wewant thisbut we' [l ask for
something later,” and set adate that it hasto be here, andif it's
here, commit to avote after areasonable view.”

Mannix added, “I think having the highest-quality Youth
Centerinamarqueelocationisimportant. | think the Blackwell
[minischool] isan appropriatelocation... I’ dliketo get thisoff
our agenda. It'sredly for the benefit of the kids and every-
body dse that we do so.”

In the end, the Board decided to ask for more information,
and to investigate whether the Eastwood space currently oc-
cupied by the Youth Center might be available on along-term
basis, and to factor that into the program’s overall needs.

One key question iswhether the Youth Program needs both
floorsof theLiliesspace, known asthe Blackwell Minischool.
Long ago abandoned by the City school system, the building
may betheldand’ sbest piece of currently availableand empty
commercial red estate, givenitscentral location.

But a dozen years ago, RIOC committed the space to the
Youth Program and, on the strength of its availability, City
Council Speaker Gifford Miller hasbeen holding nearly $2 mil-
lion in City funds for renovation. Because the City requires
certainty of long-term availability before such funds can be
spent, however, it appeared the program’s current Eastwood
spacewould not qualify, and Youth Center Director Charliede
Fino has been pressing for acommitment on the minischool.

RIOC Board Chair Marybeth L abate set out three require-
mentsfor afinal consideration: Knowing the costs, documen-
tation of the need, and making certain the program has the
capacity to carry out the functions it has pledged to put into
the space. “I would not want to make adecision on thiswith-
out knowing the outcome of the Belsontalks,” she said, refer-
ring to the owner of Eastwood.

Mark Ponton, theresident who chairsthe RIOC Board'sreal-
estate committee, pushed for earlier movement on the ques-
tion, and suggested the Board put into perspective the ques-
tions of the space requirement. Referring to an agendaitem
caling for purchase of new Tram cabins, hesaid, “1 would not
want to be the guy who approved purchase of two new Tram
cabins with zero facts while, a the same time, turning down
$2 millionthat somebody’sinsisting they’ retrying to give me.
| don’'t want to be that guy, because | think that's stupid.”

Ponton continued, “What is the downside if we do some-
thing wrong? If we give the Youth Center 50% more space
than they need, will thekidsbeat alossfor what to do next? |

doubtit. If wehadto makean error, wouldn't wewant to make
an error in favor of having a youth center that's better than it
otherwise might be, as opposed to having space that’s inad-
equate?’ Ponton repeated a question he has asked before:
“Are we trying to make things easy, or are we trying to make
things hard?’

A vote on the matter could wait until September unless the
Board schedules a specia mesting.

MovieBank

After approving a lease for the Post Office space in the
Motorgate complex, the Board considered at length a hand-
shake deal made by its redl-estate consultant, Paul Maas of
Jones, Lang, Wooten, to rent theformer Montauk Credit Union
space on the street level of 1dand House to Movie Services,
Inc., foraDVD-movievending machine.

Theded cameinto question earlier thisweek when USAlliance
Credit Union, which had been making plans to come to
Roosevelt Idand to the Montauk space, announced that it was
scrapping those plans for an office here because it had been
told, by Maas, that the Montauk space had been rented. The
WIRE issued an e-mail bulletin (subscribe to the service by
sendingan“ AddM e’ messageto editor@MainStreetWIRE.com) with
that news, noting that DV Ds are already available in the hard-
ware gtore across from the credit union space, and that the
credit union, which many feel isaservice needed ontheldand,
would be paying only about $5,000 ayear lessthan MovieBank.

Resident Board member Deborah Beck rai sed the question of
whether some preferentia lease rate might be set for services
needed in the community. “We should look at certain usesthat
are critical to the community’s needs, so we don’t lose basic
functions we need. We may want to identify certain uses that
we may wish to recommend be given a preferred rent to get
services that we would have difficulty getting otherwise.”

Mannix suggested putting that question in Maas's hands.
L abate seemed doubtful about the Board'sability to make such
preferential decisions on behalf of the community. “Defining
what is essential to the Idand becomes a very provocative
question. 1I'd be interested to see how we determine what is
essential for the mgjority of the Idanders. What's essential for
one may beirrelevant to another,” she said.

The question of whether New York National Bank has some
sort of exclusionary clause in its contract was also raised, but
not resolved. (Earlier this week, aresident checked and told
The WIRE that themovie-rental operationinthe hardware store
doeshavean exclusive, but it'snot clear whether it appliestoa
DV D-only competitor.)

Resident board member David Kraut suggested that |oss of
video rental might drive the hardware store out of business,
sinceamajor part of itsrevenueisderived from movierentals.
“Incomefrom video rentalsunderwritersthe cost of therest of
the store, which has stuff available that we need,” he said.

Maas, joined by Board chair L abate and resident Board mem-
ber Deborah Beck, argued that the Board should approve the
deal, since Maas had shaken hands on it, suggesting that sec-
ond-guessing could undercut his ability to act on the Board's
behalf. Maas said that MovieBank would surely rent space at
thenew Riverwalk building, thereby denying theleaseincome
toRIOC. (Maasisnot commissioned on commercia rentalsin
Southtown.) He said that, on that basis, the possibility of a
Starbucks coffee shop had been lost inthe existing Main Street
commercia strip.

Maassaidthat if aleaseweregivento USAllianceat the $15/
squarefoot/year thecredit unioninitialy offered, the deal would
have cost RIOC over $800,000in the lease of spaceto the post
office, since the lower rate would have to be disclosed to the
Postal Service, which rents based on market conditions.

Representatives of USAlliancetold The WIRE last week that
Maas failed to respond to their offers, made no counteroffers,
andwouldn't negotiate. Maasexplained totheBoard on Thurs-
day that it'snormal not to respond to offersthat arewell below
the asking price. RIOC was asking $35 a square foot; the last
offer USAlliance put forward was $20 asquare foot, but there
were indicationsthat it would negotiate upward if contacted.

Whenthevotewastaken, four resident membersvoted against
award of theleaseto Movie Services, Inc. They were Michadl
Shinozaki, Patrick Stewart, David Kraut, and Mark Ponton. Resi-
dent member Beck voted for the lease, along with Labate,
Mannix, and the representative from the Governor’s budget
office. (Resident board member Alberteen Anderson was ab-
sent.) With a4-4tie, the lease was not approved.

Eastwood

TheBoard authorized itsrea -estate committee, composed of
Mark Ponton, Deborah Beck, and John Mannix, to engage in
discussions of an extension of the ground lease for Eastwood.
That action ties in with negotiations recently completed be-
tween the Bel son organi zation and the Eastwood Building Com-
mittee, theterms of which areto be revealed to Eastwood resi-
dentsin ameeting Tuesday night (see ComingUp).

Severd members of the Board spoke at length about their
commitment to sustain the availability of affordable housing
for current Roosevelt Iand residents, but noted that their abil-
ity to meet with and negotiate with residentsisvery limited or
nonexistent, because they have no direct contractual relation-
shipwithtenants. It wasnoted, however, that the RIOC Board
has final say over extension of ground leases, and that it can
use that power to protect residents.

Thediscussion of theBoard'sfiduciary role, on behaf of the
Stateand on behdf of Roosevelt |dand residents, wasextended,
and will be the subject of afuture WIRE report. Meanwhile, a
transcript of major segments of Thursday’ smestingisin prepa:
ration and, when ready, it will be posted on Website NYC10044
at nyc10044.com, with thisissue of The WIRE.
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Plans to Improve Island’s Accessibility for Tourists Recalls a
Resident’s Project, Now Three Years Past, Never Implemented

For years, and continuing today, tourists have taken the
~ Roosevelt Island Tramway, only to land on the Island and find no e
clue of where the community’s commercial district might be, where o WEEKEND AT cn : T
f ameal might be had or, for that matter, any idea of which branch of

% Coler-Goldwater is in what direction. Three years ago, resident
Tony Vitatackled that problem and produced a signage and elec-
tronic kiosk proposal, and presented it to the Roosevelt Island

Operating Corporation. To date, the project has languished.

- WELCOME T0 ROOSEVELT i511)
i

i Tony Vita This sign, with an updated electronic
zipper at the top, would provide both
general information and timely
suggestions of what can be seen and

This is the first screen of an done on the Island.

electronic kiosk that might be
available at both Tram stations
and the Island subway stop.
Pointing at an item would trigger a
follow-on screen with more
information.

Information Center
Info
Clicking on “Info” would bring a map to the screen, with listings of Island

i | i attractions, businesses, and playing fields. A further click would provide
SCcenic Tour | L ) information on the specific listing.

Information Center

TramCam Info

History

Information Center

The Island is rich in historic landmarks and scenic views. Pointing at
“Scenic Views” on the main screen would start a slide show

A “TramCam”
would tempt
tourists to make
the Island trip.

Multiple screens of history would show off the Island’s
landmarks and tell the story of the various roles Roosevelt
Island (formerly Blackwell’s Island, then Welfare Island) has
played in the City’s history.

Information Center

w19 mes  HiSTOY
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With a Retrospective of 20 Years of Children & Teen Shows,
Nancy Howe and The Main Street Theatre Have a Last Goodbye

by Larry and Harriet Parnes

In the brief period since Welfare I land became Roosevelt Island is it
possible to say that we have reached the end of an era?

Yes, and it happened on Sunday night (June 19) at the conclusion of
Getting to Know You, aretrospective of Nancy Howe's 23 years direct-
ing the Main Street Children’s Theatre and The Main Street Teen The-
atre. Nancy, with her husband Worth, will be moving shortly to Portland,
Oregon, to be near their daughter Kate and their grandchildren.

Over last weekend, over 70 members of the current MST company as
well as “original cast” members appeared in four performances. After
introducing themselves and noting the play in which they debuted and
their age at thetime, they performed scenesfrom practically al of MST's
musical productions. It was amazing to see how much talent has been
developed on the Island, thanks to Nancy. And after the emotional fi-
nale, it was evident how much Nancy is loved by her “kids’ and their
families.

Our daughter Gabby was one of those on stage on Sunday. She started
with MST at age eight, with abit part in The Wizard of Oz. A few years
later, Nancy chose Gabby to play Princess Winifred in Once Upon a
Mattress. We believe that was a turning point in Gabby’s life and who
she istoday is due in large part to the Nancy’s guidance, love and pa-
tience. It was thrilling for us to watch Gabby sing I’m Shy from Once
Upon a Mattress.

Gabby and countless other children are not shy because of Nancy.
Nancy found away to include every child in a performance. She often
did shows with three different casts. She reminded us on Sunday that
when the MST staged The Sound of Music, the von Trapp family had a
few extra children. And as the youngsters grew into teens, they per-
suaded Nancy to do plays for them — often more serious drama or com-
edy.
On Sunday, while doing songs from Bye-Bye Birdie, the *‘ teenagers”
gave Nancy avocal tribute by singing We Love You Nancy, instead of We
Love You Conrad. And though therewere no formal presentations at the
end, many cast members gave Nancy their own gifts, and it was most
appropriate when the entire cast sang to Nancy their version of 1’d Do
Anything from Oliver!, another show inthe MST repertoire.

Our family owes much to Nancy and Worth, and so do many of the
Island’s past and present residents. How can we pay tribute to the
Howes? Firgt, let’ssimply rename M ST The Main Street Theatre—founded
by Nancy and Worth Howe. Second and probably most important, let's
continue to support MST by attending its performances whether or not
you have children or friendsin the cast.

We hope that some day Nancy and Worth can return to theisland and
direct one show with children of the MST company. Until then, Nancy,
Worth, good luck and we' [l missyou.

To the Editor:

The musical Oliver! features a tender, poignant song we heard at | ast
weekend’'s musical retrospective, called Where Is Love? It’snot hard to
find on Roosevelt Island. For 22 years it has glowed in the hearts of
Worth and Nancy Howe, founders of the Main Streeet Theatre. They’ve
loved their work and reveled in the creative process of crafting show
after wonderful show. Just asimportant, they’ veloved and nurtured the
Island’s children. In so doing, they fostered not only talent, but also the
self confidence, pride, and strength that springs from consistently doing
one's best.

The Howes' energy, enthusiasm, and kindness were inexhaustible.
Whoever heard of repeatedly staging three casts to give as many chil-
dren as possible achanceto soar? We were awed by Worth’sand Nancy’s
dedication and hard work. Sufficeit to say that all nine of thevon Trapp
children in each of the three casts had seven costume changes! Small
wonder that our kids and their friends looked forward eagerly to every
single show they werein and continued to participatein theater well into
their teens.

Over theyears, the Howes hel ped to forge aremarkable community of
caring parents and neighborswho cherished not only their own children’s
accomplishments, but those of all theplayers. Although weleft Roosevelt
Island 15 years ago, we still honor the Howes and thank them gratefully
for thejoy they brought tousall. May their new lives bring them happi-
ness, fulfillment, and yes, fun!

Jill Rifkin

| want to express, on behalf of
myself, my family, and al Roosevelt
Islanders, our deepest thanks to
Nancy Howe, who is bidding the
Island adieu after 22 yearsasdirec-
tor of The Main Street Theatre. It
waswith astrong mixture of joy and
sadnessthat my wifeand | attended
thelatest show, whichwasareprise
of some of the great moments of
the shows past, by many of the
hundreds of kids that Nancy has
trained. The event was an oppor-
tunity for kids and young adultsto
pay tribute to a teacher that they
know is one of the very best that
they’ve ever had.

My daughter spent ten memo-
rableyearswith Nancy, and | really
can't think of anything that I've
enjoyed more than seeing her and
her friends in these shows. Only
someonewho really knowsand re-
spects her charges could show
such a great knack for casting.
Nancy lovesher kids, and that love
has been returned by her students
and anyone el se fortunate enough
to know her.

Nancy will join her husband,
Worth, who went off to Hollywood
last year. Worth was a genius at
creating sets for the shows and his
suggestions went a long way to
making them the success that they
were. Worth was gruff with the
kids, but by the time they reached
the age of ten, they usually figured
out that he was really a big teddy
bear.

Nancy and Worth deserve the
very best of health, happiness, and
fortune, and | hope they come back
often for visits.

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents

Association
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LOOPING MAP for Walkers, Runners, Wheelers

by Marc Diamond and Marianne Lau
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As the Octagon Park Apartments Celebrate a Topping-Off Day, The

A schooner passes in the west channel in this view from the north tower of the Octagon Apartr

The Octagon Apartments project,
designed by Becker and
Becker, will contain
apartments sized from
studio to three bedrooms,
a fitness center, a private
clubhouse, and a
business center, among
other amenities. The
design received a Green
Building Tax Credit.

The Octagon tower, seen
at the right as Becker and
Becker envisions it will
look at night, will be the
centerpiece of the new
structure in an adaptive
reuse of the landmark.

-
Architect Bruce F“'—f

The Tower itself is all that remains of
Blackwell Island’s Pauper Lunatic Asylum Becker, left, talks
X . with RIOC
designed in 1839 by Alexander Jackson President Herb
Davis, the Frank Lloyd Wright of his time. Last Berman. and
week, with its cupola removed, it was being et ]
o A Island dentist Larry
rehabilitated. When complete, it will include a :
h : . Itskowitch
reconstruction of the flying staircase that
circled the inside of the Octagon tower.

Coler Hospital is on the left in this view, looking across the east channel toward Socrates Sculpture Park,
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WIRE’s Camera Catches the Glory of Views from the Island

Panoramic assemblies
by Paul Katz
for The Main Street WIRE

nents building. Coler Hospital is in the right foreground,

Costco, and the park on Vernon Blvd.
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A Diverse Community Braves Rain to Remember a Beloved Priest

N. .

i’r'_'.

by Judy Connorton and Eliza Kimball

In aCeremony of Remembrance and Thanksgiving two weeks ago, |slanders marked the
first anniversary of the death of Fr. Joseph Patrick Gorman, who served Roosevelt Island as
pastor of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish for the 14 yearsending in 1999.

Through the threat of astorm and occasional sprinkles, acrowd of nearly 100 of all faiths
gathered in the Eastwood Amphitheater where Fr. Gorman had offered many Labor Day
masses. The group included current and former parishioners; Idesia Bastos, a lifelong
friend of Fr. Gorman; and two of his sisters— Jeanne Gorman Hveen and Sister Rose Ellen,
aDominican nun.

Patty Stanek Fallone led the gathering through the program that she noted, “ Joan Markey
had so eloquently written.” It began by recalling events on Roosevelt Island 20 years ago
when Father Gorman arrived, and included quotes from him and from Cardinal O’ Connor,
Roman Catholic prayers, the Jewish prayer for the dead, the 23rd Psalm and the Beatitudes,
descriptions of what a priest is, literary readings, and, perhaps most touchingly, personal
reminiscences from several who were especially close friends of Father Gorman — Patrick
Stewart, Robin Russell, and Nestor Zapata.

Stewart recalled onceriding the Tram with Fr. Gorman to visit Archdiocesan headquarters.
He said the priest looked down at the building and said, “ You know, sometimes they think
wework for them, whenit'sreally they whowork for us.” Russell spoke of Fr. Gorman’slove
for al and his wisdom, and recalled many conversations at Andy’s Place (now Trellis)
ranging from religion to art, philosophy, and current events. Zapataremembered his sense
of humor, hislove of golf, and how he onceintroduced him and Frank Gibbs, both long-time
ushers at Mass, as his “troops in the trenches.”

Interspersed throughout the spoken program, hymns were led by Martin Garrat, accom-
panied by Brian C. Bigley, playing uilleann pipes, and pianist Robin Russell of River Music.
Ed O'Flynn sang his trademark Danny Boy. When the sprinkling, which Zapata called
“Father Joe'stears,” intensified and threatened to interfere, neighbors spontaneously shel-
tered the musicians and readers with their umbrellas.

Many inthe gathering spoke of Fr. Gorman quietly among themselvesbefore and after the
program. Laughter arosein recalling hisat times eccentric wardrobe— plaid trousers, tweed
jackets, and colorful hats. Othersrecalled that Fr. Gorman said he dressed that way to make
it easier for peopleto approach him as he thought clerical garb sometimes could intimidate.
And peoplefromall walks of lifedid approach him. Heministered to many Islandersin need,
heedless of whether they were parishioners or not. This approach to his ministry wastrue
to his view of the Catholic Church as one that reaches out to all.

In a1985 WIRE article introducing him to the community, Father was quoted: “A true
spiritual life consists of concern for others as opposed to a me-and-God relationship,”
which he described as “ harcissistic, privatized religion.” He pointed out, however, that he
wasn’t advocating activism alone, but “ activism that isfounded in prayer —that’ sthe power
pack.”

Part of his legacy was the establishment of a homeless shelter in the Good Shepherd
basement. While volunteers actually ran the shelter, he maintained a strong connection,
often stopping in to sit with the guests and socialize.

He had agreat partner in running the parish in Sister Regina Palamara. They would sit
in Andy’s twice a day, over endless cups of coffee, discussing parish matters and
greeting all who stopped by, ministering from their booth. With seemingly infinite
energy, Sr. Regina supported the Catholic Youth Organization and Island teenagers,
and spread the Gospel to the children, leading the Catholic education classes. She also
ran the Thrift Shop that helped to finance the parish, and strongly supported the shel-
ter. Her bread pudding, sent to the shelter in voluminous amounts, was famous, as were
the children’s Thanksgiving and Christmas pageants, which she organized and pro-
duced. She was aware of the ceremony for Father, helping to choose the hymns, and
she regretted her inability to fly in from California. In spirit, she was with the group
honoring Fr. Gorman.

Asthe ceremony drew to aclose, attendees were encouraged to take one of the long-
stemmed white roses provided and walk to the waterfront. More remembrances of Fa-
ther were shared along the way, and then the roses were tossed together into the dark
watersto cries of “ To Father Gorman!”

Afterwards, a bouquet of white roses and babies breath was donated to the Church for
use at Sunday Massin loving memory of Father Gorman.

7
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Fr.Joseph Gorman
April, 1999

by David Kraut

| was not ableto attend the recent memorial for Father Gorman but, if | had, | would have
told this personal story, which | think shows the quality of the man.

My wife Martha's death came as a total surprise and | was shocked, and | had no idea
what to do. Fortunately the “Roosevelt Island Public Telegraph” works very fast, and by
the next morning Father Gorman had heard, and he called and offered to come over.

| should point out that | was not a member of Father Gorman’s congregation nor did |
share hisfaith. | knew Joe from serving on the Youth Center board of directors and from
other public activities. We held each other in high respect, but we were what you might call
“civicfriends’ asopposed to “personal friends.” Bethat asit may, he cameright over, and
told me some of the steps you take when someone has died.

| said to him, “ Joseph, | am not amember of any congregation and you’ rethe only cleric
| know personally, of any faith. Would you do the funeral?” And Joe Gorman said, “ Yes.”

We talked alittle further and spoke of Martha and | mentioned that she had been raised
Lutheran. Father expressed someinterest in that and | showed him Martha's confirmation
Bible, which had her baptismal certificatefolded inside.

Thefuneral washeld afew dayslater and | noticed that, during the Mass, Father Gorman
said, “She died in Christ.” Something struck me and after the service | asked Christian
friends, “Isit important that the deceased ‘died in Christ’ 7" And of course they were quick
toinform me how important thisis.

But you see, when Joe Gorman told me he would perform the funeral service, he did not
know that Marthawas Christian. He had assumed that she was Jewish, as he knew | am.

And yet, hisresponse to me when | called to himin my need was, “Yes.” Not, “Was she
Catholic?’ or “Was she Christian?’ Simply, “Yes.” Heonly later found out shewas Chris-
tian.

Hejust said, “Yes.”

And so that “Yes” will resound for me forever and that iswhy | have ever after thought
that Father Joseph Gorman wasavery good man. And if you will permit aJew to comment
thus: A very fine Christian man.
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Democrat

Eva Moskowitz

for
Manhattan Borough President

To Volunteer Call 212.374.9302
or e-mail friendsofeva@earthlink.net

Happy Independence Day!

Jessica Lappin

for City Councill
1338 First Avenue
New York, NY 10021
212-988-2270
www.jessicalappin.com

NYC Teacher

Running For Mayor

NYC
Teacher

Sseth

Blum

The strongest democracy arises out of a most educated society."
Seth Blum is the best choice for professionalism

in education, openness in government,
and real representation of the people of NYC.

- Let's get The Education Party on the ballot! -
Our Petition Drive is from July 12th - Aug, 15th, 2005.
To learn mote, please visit our website below.

Er

EducationParty.org

Independent and accredited
by hlwldle States

small classes

Mursery Program trom age 2
College preparatory & co-ed
Intensme college connseling

Garden School

Founded in 1923

J3-16 79th Street

Jackson Heights, NY 11372
718-335-6363

l'"i'ul'l'u]f.' conferences

Renovated gvmnasnun
Mew playzronnd
Commputer and science labs,

dance studio and ants center

Garden Summer Program
for children
| 8 months—13 vears
June 27— August 19

hoat faculty with advanced
.l'ﬂ:__'ﬂ [ -

Attordable turtion

Flexible payment plans
Englizh Language Academy

Space is still available
in most age groups.

“At Garden School, we will know vour child, and
we will teach vour child. For more than 80 vears, learning
has been our furst pnionty, and we have educated generations
of children m a safe, nurtunng environment.”
Richard Marotta, Ph.Ih
Headmaster

Recent Garden graduales have altended Barnard, Cornell, CUNTY,

U of Delaware, Fordham, Haverford, Ithaca, Tona, Manhattanville,
NYU, Ohiio Stare, Pern State, Uof Pennsylvania, Skidmere, SUNTY,
Tufts, and Union, as well as many other colleges and wniversities,

el (ficlo

BARAND RESTAURANT

Featuring Northern Italian and Southern France
Innovative cuisine... artfully presented

Unique Spot for Gourmet Dining
Meli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.
Spectacular array of fresh seafood and pasta dishes.

We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.
Featuring tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a
traditional French style mixed with Northern Italian.
Dessert is not to be missed.
www.MeliMeloRestaurant.com

212 686-5551 Fax: 212 683-3729

110 Madison Avenue (29-30 Streets)
From the Tram, take the M32 on 60th Street (down 5th Avenue to 30th)

CARPET TIME INC.

Carpets ¢ Linoleum ¢ Area Rugs
Professional Installation

Call 718-472-4740

Mon.-Sat. 9-8

Sun. 11-6
Plaza 48 » 34-56 48th St., L.I.C. NY 11101
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Letters ..o pue-

amended to accommodate changes to market-rate housing.
That was done in 1990 when the percentage of market rate
housing alowed in Southtown was increased from 40% to
60%. A change could now be made for Northtown to also
have 60% market-rate housing instead of 25%.

Affecting these legal issues are the potential political
changes in both the City and State government. After the
electionsthisyear and next, what will the Mayor, Governor
and City Council of November 2006 think about allowing
Westview, Island House, and Eastwood's owners to leave
Mitchell-Lama?

Given the vast disparity between the market rates owners
could chargeto rent or sell Westview’s unitsand the current
prices charged tenants under the Mitchell-Lama program,
the stakesare high. Litigation seems probable unless nego-
tiations now being conducted protect residents from market
forces or give them low “insider” rights to purchase their
units. Sinceownersideally would like ground leases, dueto
expirein 2028, to be extended until 2068, the State has some
leverage over them and can insist on some rent protection
to prevent widespread tenant dislocation. On the other hand,
owners do not need the State’s consent to withdraw from
the system and may decideto do so, charge market ratesfor
rentals to mostly new tenants and not worry about extend-
ing their ground leases for another 22 years.

How theselegal, political, and market factors play out re-
mains to be seen. Stay tuned!

Robert Chira
The writer, a longtime resident, practices law in the City.

To the Editor:

As a candidate to represent Roosevelt Island in the New
York City Council, | feel obliged to comment publicly onthe
current proposal in the Council to increase the number of
terms Council Members can serve.

| am running a grassroots campaign, meeting votersindi-
vidually and hearing their ideas and concerns. | believe
elected officials should be there to listen to their constitu-
ents. Unfortunately, incumbent Council Membersarelosing
sight of this responsibility when they ignore two separate
referendain support of term limits. It is only appropriatein
times of emergency for Council Membersto discussaltering
their own powers.

Therefore, | pledge that asa Council Member | will never
tamper with the term limits set for me by the voters of New
York, and | hopethe other contendersin thisracewill do the
same.

Dan Quart

To RIOC President Herb Berman:

| did three-hour tours on Saturday, June 25, and Sunday,
June 26. | am happy to report that the Island is compl etely
litter free.

We were at Lighthouse Park on Saturday, and there were
about 400 people using it, including fishermen and lots of
family groups, barbecuing and picnicking —the most crowded
| have ever seenit. All seemed to be off-1slanders.

| thought the place would later be a disaster. Instead, it
was spotlessly clean by noon Monday, and the only litter
was one basket in the Coler Parking lot.

Southpoint Park was spotless.

Thanksto the ground crew for keeping on top of thelitter.

Judith Berdy

Editor’'s note: The following letter explains, from the
producer’s viewpoint, the cancellation of a schedule of per-
formances in the Eastwood Amphitheater. Because it has
been posted in the community, it is followed by a letter in
response.

To the Editor:

Many are stopping me on Main Street, asking mewhy and
hoping we' Il continuethe Roosevelt Iland Free Theater with
your vote of confidence backing our endeavor.

First, let me commend Doryne Isley (Roosevelt Island
Housing Management) for purchasing the sound equipment
after RIOC approved my proposal providing funds for An-
thony Moran, an expert on the mixing board, to pay for his
expertise. The fact that it seems to whistle with the wind
rather than enhance the sound is another matter which
should perhaps be taken up with the manufacturer.

Next, let me commend Carol da Silva, who spent hours
with Tony on her day off, trying to set up the system. What
happened to her thinking between that day and the weeks
that followed is an unsolved mystery.

I myself wasup each day at 7:00, al year actually, working
on asplendid program for our Free Theater, casting and re-
hearsing several of my own plays, one of which had just
played off-Broadway in the Sam French Festival 2004, and
another of which has since been selected for the Sam French
Festival 2005 (admission $15 there, but both wereto play on
Roosevelt Island free).

Sincemy Artistic Director was serioudly ill during the plan-
ning stages for 2005's schedule, | was at first entirely on my
own, scouting the City for plays | wished to bring to the
Island, scheduling those whose producers and directors |
convinced would benefit from the exposure, also scheduling
rehearsals, cancellations, trying to keep everything straight

To Mayor Michael Bloomberg:

It hasbeen along time since my hus-
band, Matthew Katz, then President of
the Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation, and I, had the opportunity to
attend your inauguration and | ater meet
you at thereception. Prior to your win-
ning the election, you afforded this
community the opportunity to meet you
at a Roosevelt I1sland Town Meeting
sponsored by the Residents Associa
tion. This was a very well-attended
event, as this community has one ma-
jor interest: the preservation of afford-
able housing. Wewere especialy inter-
ested in your position regarding afford-
ablehousingin New York City, whichyou
strongly supported at the time.

Last week, the City Council passed
the Tenant Empowerment Act. | am
writing to ask that you please sign this
bill, and not veto it as has been reported
you intend to do.

There is a dearth of middle-income
housing anditisrapidly being removed
from sight and mind. This housing is
where the peoplelivewho really make
thisgreat city run. Mayor Bloomberg,
it is in your hands to help save our
homesand, indoing that, save New York
City asthekind of economically and eth-
nicaly diverse City itisknown to be.

We are shoe repair stores, grocery
store cashiersand shelf stockers, teach-
ers, firemen and cops. We are secretar-
ies or administrative assistants and
other clerical workersinyour officeand
other City and State government offices.
We are lower-level MTA employees.
We are painters, sculptors, dancers,
classical singers, giving this City its
reputation for the wide-ranging arts
available to the locals and out-of-
towners. We work in the diners, res-
taurants and hotels catering not just to
New Yorkers, but also to thiscountry’s
and the world's visitors (maybe even
to the Olympics). We are everywhere
and we need to seethat our livesin and

s bl

This photo is available as a 4¥2*5% color notecard with white envelope.
15 for $10; quantity limited; first come, first served. Send orders, with
check payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main St., NYC10044 (or leave at the
concierge desk at 531 Main Street). If off-Island or in a non-doorkeeper
building, please add $1.29 for postage. (Sorry, no phone orders.)

stock.

WEe' re not looking for handouts. But
we must continue to have affordable
housing support in order to stay and
offer our services and maintain an eco-
nomic balance in this great City. Ten-
antsin every kind of subsidized hous-
ing need protection. Middle-income
tenants are being ignored and pushed
out of the City and we need your help
now!

Many New Yorkers fear reading
again, as our housing disappears, the
headline: “New York, Drop Dead,” the
recipients having changed dlightly.

Please, don't veto the Tenant Em-
powerment Act.

Sherie Helstien, Secretary

Roosevdt Idand Resdents Association

To the Editor,

During thisweek’s|dand House Ten-
ants Association meeting that lasted
over four hours, membersof RIRA and
the community gave whol eheartedly of
their timeto overseethe voting process
and assure both its efficiency and fair-
ness.

It is with heartfelt appreciation we
thank Steve Marcus, Margie Smith,
Mary Camper-Titsingh; Vicki Feinmel,
Joyce Mincheff, and Ron Schuppert for
their hard work, involvement, commit-
ment, and tremendous help they gave
toal of usin Island House.

Florence Diallo
Lee Edelman
Frank Farance
Ahmad Kamal

as part of this City count. We need

your help to protect what is left of af-
fordable, but rapidly diminishing,
middle-class/middle-income housing

Letters deadline for July 30 issue: Tuesday, July 26
After deadline, letters are considered on a space-available basis.

as the programs began.

Among our most important bookings, Tom Cox, director
of the Instant Shakespeare Company, which shares afasci-
nating history with Dramatists' Book Store, the founders.

When Tom Cox asked to re-schedule hisrehearsal, at which
| planned to give him access to our new sound equipment,
some of whichworked, for hisand the cast’sfamiliarity, | did
not hesitate to grant it.

It seems | did not cancel the sound equipment for the
cancelled rehearsal, though | thought | had.

When | asked Carol Wednesday morning, June 8, for the
equipment needed for the performance of The Tempest that
evening, she said | could not have it. Why not? Because
the maintenance men had come with it a previous evening
and weweren't there. | explained that Tom Cox had booked
three more performances of Shakespeare playsin our Free
Theater. 1f wefailed to supply their simple needs, probably
all 3would be cancelled.

To all this, Carol simply reiterated, “You can’t have it!”
When | asked to see Doryne Isley, who is as interested in
theater for the Amphitheater as we are ourselves, she said |
could not see her until the next morning. Ridiculous. By
that time The Tempest would have played without its hurri-
cane. Carol was sounding the death knell for our Free The-
ater. | kept requesting the urgent need for a mike and sound
equipment. Shekept repeating, “ You can’t haveit!” | finally
walked away.

The planned programs alone would easily be valued at
$50,000, a conservative estimate — the schedules including
family programs—sing-alongs, magicians, clowns, the equip-
ment so elaborate it was necessary to schedule a parking
place for their truck. Wow! With all these arrangements
depending on me, | still asked nothing for my services.

Sincel first cameto Roosevelt ISand in 1976, | have given
my services gratis to the Island. At first, art therapy with
troubled children and also with Seniors. Finally into theater
(my Artistic Director and | formerly mounted 40 showsin the
Amphitheater here, the only sustained effort in that envi-
ronment).

| am 90 yearsold, and proud of what | am still ableto do at
my age — free theater in the Amphitheater, and stand-in for
any character not able to go on. | formerly managed a 19-
year-old girl —and now a 35-year-old, hypochondriacally
old man!

The Island is lucky to have me. The merchants on the
Island benefit from our performances. The very night The
Tempest played, 12 of uswent to Trellis.

| amlucky to have asmy friend and co-worker, my Artistic

Director Mel Haughwout. Equity, of course. He has been
on stage since the age of seven, entrepreneur and frequent
director for theater at Trinity Church downtown until 9/11,
impressed with my original effortsand working withmesince
1999 and 2000, traveling all the way from Staten Island to
give his services, along with mine, to this his adopted com-
munity, and to theater lovers everywhere.

Have welost the Shakespeare opuses? No! Mel and | are
even invited to exchange performers with them, as needed.
How, under the circumstances, did we manage this? Did
one of the three of us buy the simple equipment that William
Shakespeare needed for that evening, to avoid catastrophe?
Whatever.

Let's say The Tempest had its hurricane.

So havel! Itisalmostimpossibleto calm atempestinits
fury. Anyone who would destroy free theater is no one on
whom | would careto waste aword.

Nor would | care to deprive my community of the theater
we have built up here. With continuing support, which we
receive every day, we may re-institute Free Theater on
Roosevelt Island in July.

The Mentalist and the American Society of Magicians,
with clowns, jugglers, and atruckload of equipment, were
scheduled to perform herein June. Family shows. They are
now scheduled for three months of performance on a popu-
lar cruiseline, but will be happy to join uson their return if
we can book them in September!

The only sustained performances in the Amphitheater —
thisyear’sbetter than ever —were ours. Should we assume,
with many indications on Main Street, that we have the
community’s vote of confidence? Perhaps letters in sup-
port to Doryne Isley, who we believe isin continuing sup-
port of our enterprise, are necessary.

Thisisour labor-of-love for the Island and theater lovers
everywhere.

Lila Gilbert, Producer/Playwright
Mel Haughwout, Artistic Director

To LilaGilbert:

| am sorry you felt the need to cancel theremaining plays,
and | apologize if the equipment was not available on such
short notice.

Unfortunately, when you requested to see Mrs. Isley, she
was not on site.

Please feel free to contact me if | can be of any further
assistance to you.

Very truly yours,

Carol da Silva, Community Relations Director
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Addressing your needs. 2 5 = 5 O 0/ 0 Off

In the truest sense of the word. Moving Boxes & Supplies

The UPS Store*

With mailbox services from
The UPS Storey you get a real

-

street address, not a P.O. Box. Moving boxes in a variety of sizes
Plus, we can sign for your
packages, so you'll never . . . .
miss a delivery. And that’s - Moving supplies, |ncIu.d|n.g tape,
just the beginning. You'll bubble cushlonlng and
also get: packaging peanuts
+ Package acceptance from -

all carriers Custom packaging and
- Package notification - crating services

- Call-in MailCheck®

- Mail holding and forwarding’ Freight shipping services for

« Receipt of oversized packages large/irregularly shaped items

+ secure 24-hour access: Affordable UPS’ shipping options

Ask us for details! > "
sk us for details for valuable or fragile items

Additional fees may apply.

Available at participating locations. *

Project pickup and delivery

*Available at participating locations. Call store for details.

Limit one coupon per customer. This offer is not good in combination
with any other offers. Valid at these locations only. Restrictions apply.
©2004 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
Offer expires 08/30/2005

= 77— —--—--=—= ! 1173A Second Avenue (betw. 615t & 62M) ITTTTTEs T s s e T e s S e Em !
: | Phone 212-832-1390 :
. | Fax 212-832-1586 ! 0% 0%
| E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com ! 0 0
' | M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5 : OFF '
] |
1 FR EE I 1275 First Avenue (betw. 68" & 69") : MOVING & PACKAGING SUPPLIES
i | Phone 212-535-3325 1 ludes boxes, tape, bubble cushi , et
I WITHA1-YEARMAILBOXSERVICES | Fax 212.535-3380 | e
I AGREEMENT (New Box Holders Only) ! E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com 1
: : M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5 :
| I 1

The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., Inc., an indirect subsidiary of

United Parcel Service of America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and hours of operation may vary by location. ©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

To Invite Friends to the Fireworks Next Year...

Roosevelt Island Postcards Available

Here’s a way to help your community newspaper and acquire some stunning = I

postcards for quick notes to friends. This limited edition set of color postcards is "

currently available only through The Main Street WIRE. (Proceeds benefit The The Mal n Street WI RE
WIRE.)

: presents a limited edition of two Roosevelt Island postcards
Sold only in sets: $8 per set of 20 cards (10 of each), or

$7.50/set for 2 sets or more. =

To order, complete form and mail with check or money order payable to The
WIRE. Send to:

The Main Street WIRE

531 Main Street #413

Roosevelt Island, NYC NY 10044.

i
T
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1« B

MEREEE TRy

(Orders, addressed to The WIRE, may also be dropped off at the doorstation at
Rivercross, 531 Main Street.)

Questions? Call (212) 826-9055, but sorry, no telephone or credit card orders.

MERA S8 "5"""'":":":"-3'@'-'-'-_"-"-.!.,';-1

No shipping charge on Roosevelt Island. For buildings with concierge or doorkeeper, your
order will be delivered or ready for pick-up within three days after we receive it. For pick-

up orders, provide a phone number with an answering machine and/or e-mail address,
and we'll notify you when your order is ready for pick-up.

For off-Island shipping, add:
One set, $2; two sets, $3; free for three sets or more.

Howmanysets? 12345678910

$8 for one set, $7.50 per set for two sets or more.
No shipping charge to Roosevelt Island addresses.

Check or money order enclosed: $

Name: ﬂr\ 3
Address & apt:
o “* *‘Et 4
Phones-Day: _________ Evening/weekend: inrich color
E-mail address: on heavy stock,
Lighthouse Park 4.25x6 inches
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RIRA from page 3

port it on the website (note that i ssues concerning fire, medical, or crime
should bereported directly to NY PD or FDNY by dialing 911).

Thelifecycle of anissue goesthrough several stages: (1) reporting it,
(2) verifying that it isproperly described, (3) eliminating any duplication,
(4) assigning the issue to someone so that it can be resolved, (5) report-
ing the resol ution to the submitter of the problem, (6) verifying that it has
been resolved, (7) closing theissue. During that period, theissue may be
reassigned to several peoplewho will work towards resolution, and they
may communicate with the person reporting the problem.

Example

Step#1: GototheRI-311.0org website and register asauser (you'll need
an e-mail address).

Step #2: Look at issue#7 (seethe accompanying screenillustrations),
which reports a problem with exposed electrical wiring. Seethe photos
that clearly illustrate the problem. TheAssigned-To datashowswho has
the “baton” for fixing this problem. The Status data shows the current
stage in the lifecycle of the issue.

Expectations

We can’t promisethat every problem will get fixed, but at |east we can
have a dialogue with the responsible parties via public documentation
about the outstanding issues and priorities.

We expect to continue and refine thisRI-311.org experiment over the next
year. We don't expect it will be an overnight success, but we do expect
that it will communicate the Island’s problemsto the responsible parties
(e.g., RIOC, Gristede's, Public Safety) and, over time, the responsible
partieswill improvetheir level of service.

| hope to have future reports on the RI-311.0rg system. If you have
suggestions or questions, please contact me at frank@farance.com and put
RI-311.0rg in the subject line of your e-mail.

I thank Frank Farance for his contribution of this issue’s RIRA Col-
umn. Frank has been a dedicated and effective RIRA representative for
many years and | offer sincerest condolences on the loss of his father
this week.

-Steve Marcus, RIRA President

RIOC from page 3

portion and caused severe damage to the interior.

Thelandmarked Octagon Building isthe surviving portion of the former
Metropolitan Hospital, constructed in 1839 under architect Alexander
Jackson Davis. It remained in use until the 1950’ swhen the Metropolitan
Hospital moved to East Harlem. Thewingswere demolishedinthe 1970's,
and much of the Octagon’s remaining interior was damaged by arsonin
1982. On Labor Day, 1999, asecond fire destroyed much of thebuilding's
upper portion and caused severe damage to the interior.

The redevelopment plan callsfor rehabilitation of the Octagon Build-
ing and construction of two residential wings, substantially in the foot-
print of the original wings. The plan would also transform the existing
unused outdoor space into a public ecological park that can be enjoyed
by the residents of the Island. In addition, first-floor space within the
Octagon Building would be available for community purposes, such as
an ecology center.

So for those of you visiting for the first time, coming back for the
fireworks or living here, welcome to one of New York City’s Greatest
communities!

A Gift Subscription
For a Former Islander?

About subscriptions: The Main Street WIRE, which
is delivered free to every residential door on Roosevelt
Island, does not normally solicit off-Island subscriptions
but, as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of
publication. The costis $50/year (for about 20-24 issues,
published fortnightly September-May, and less often June-
August) to cover postage and materials. Acheck payable
to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to
The WIRE, 531 Main Street#413, NYC10044. Note that
much of each issue appears, with many archived back
issues, on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.
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Facing Privatization, Island House Residents Meet and Work
Through Issues of Resident Representation and Openness

Island House residents packed the Good
Shepherd Community Center Tuesday night,
meeting for nearly five hours to vote on
amendments proposed for the bylaws under
which acommittee of fivetenantsisworking
out plans for resident ownership.

Over 200 were present, reflecting the high
stakes involved in the future course of the
building, and what form resident

intent” of the Farance/Kamal amendment as
being “the overthrow of the current board.”
Indeed, there had been discontent over the
election of the existing board in a meeting
whereonly 40 voteswere cast. Graham Can-
non defending the board as having a
“proven track record” and as possessing
“the kind of fast, flexible business and po-
litical skillsrequired to succeed

ownership might take. While The in our conversion... At a point
there was attrition as the clock when we're in serious negotia-
passed the 10:00 p.m. mark, then | Island in tions with Sheldrake [the com-
clicked past 11:00, most stayed - pany that has the building un-
until afinal vote. Some left their | 17@NSITION | der purchase contract], putting

proxiesbehind with neighbors, and
many attending carried multiple proxies.

At issue were proposals to:

* Require more openness, for example, by
posting minutesand by opening board meet-
ings to tenants.

 Limit board voting, and voting for all
tenants, to one person per apartment

* Increasethe size of the Board.

« Call for avote of confidence and possi-
bly, as a result of the vote, hold new elec-
tionsfor members of the committee.

Prior to the meeting, contending groups
of residents dropped fliers at the thresholds
of Island House apartments. The Board is-
sued one urging that the proposed amend-
ments be rejected. The Board's vice-chair,
Renato Folla, issued adissent, and later com-
plained that someone had gone around re-
moving hisflier to keep it from residents.

Debate centered on a proposal developed
by Frank Farance and Ambassador Ahmad
Kamal, with aparticular focus on the provi-
sion calling for a vote of confidence (or no
confidence) in the existing five-member
board. Although those in attendance, al-
ready becoming impatient, voted two to one
against a proposal to consider the proposed
bylaws amendment paragraph by paragraph,
a series of proposals were put forward to
alter the amendment.

One advance flier characterized the “real

inplaceinexperienced leadership
can only work against us.” Folla took the
opposite stand: “Deals are not buried be-
cause of changesin an executive structure.”
Follaurged expansion of the board toinclude
representatives of “ other groups such as se-
niors, future renters, and the international
community.” He pointed out that the board
had been elected after a meeting called by
Sheldrake

Aslateat 10:30 p.m., 170 voteswere still
being cast. The vote of confidence sec-
tion was removed from the proposed
amendment by a narrow margin, 99 to 92.
A proposal to restoreit in an altered form
went down 95 to 87 or 98 to 89 (voteswere
recounted).

Given the narrow margin to tailor the
amendment by removing the vote-of-confi-
dencelanguage—thereby effectively giving
the existing Board a narrow vote of confi-
dence — it seemed unlikely the proposal, as
atered, would attract the two-thirds vote
required to change the bylaws.

But the final vote, collected by members
of the ResidentsA ssociation Common Coun-
cil who were not Island House residents,
gavetheamendment avote of 150 yes, 53 no
— almost three-quarters. It suggested ten-
ants — at least those holding proxies —were
paying close attention to the printed mate-
rial that had preceded the meeting, and to

the questions, answers, and debate that
came before the vote.

Provisions in the amendment for more
openness, more reporting, open meetings,
and limiting board participation to one per-
son per apartment survived the process and,
presumably, are now part of the bylaws un-
der which the Island House Tenants Asso-
ciation does business.

The Greater Question

But questions centering on how the board
operates are asmall skirmish comparedto a
larger question, and a more important vote,
yet to betaken, among the Island House ten-
ancy. The bigger question is what form a
plan for resident ownership will take —
whether tenantswill favor, inthat futurevote,
a plan for scaled equity increasing over a

period of perhapsten years, or will prefer a
full-equity plan under which they could
“flip” their apartments for an immediate
profit, should that be their desire.

The WIRE reported on the plans, as being
developed by the IHTA board, last issue (on
line at nyc10044.com/wire/2520/wire2520.html). TO
the extent that there is controversy over
which plan tenantswill ultimately favorina
vote that is expected to be “preferential”
rather than “binding,” there is, to an even
greater extent, uncertainty over what the
underlying numbers will be in afinal deal:
mortgage costs, maintenance, and the
ground rent the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation will charge the tenant-owners
of aprivatized building.

Stay tuned.

Watchdog from page 1

“What we now have is the ability to in-
vestigate wrongdoing, to know what’s go-
ing on with the finances as they're going
on, and we have minimum standardsfor dis-
position of property,” said Assemblyman Ri-
chard Brodsky, the Westchester Democrat
who led the fight for the bill as chairman of
the Committee on Corporations, Commis-
sions & Authorities. “1t will be enormously
helpful across the State.

“When you have something like RIOC,
you had acrying need for thiskind of trans-
parency and oversight,” Brodsky said, call-
ing RIOC “another poster child in arow of
poster children for reform.”

RIOC has seen its share of scandals, most
recently the firing of former president Rob-
ert H. Ryan. In2003, the RIOC Board charged
Ryan with granting unauthorized payments
to himsdlf and other RIOC employeesfor vol-
unteer work following the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks on the World Trade Center, and
fired him from the $125,000-a-year job.

The Pataki administration hired him three
monthslater, at $110,000, as an assi stant sec-
retary of state despite a State hiring freeze,
with Pataki aides saying thejob qualified for
ahealth and saf ety exemption fromthefreeze
because it involved helping New York City
conformto new state fire code requirements.

Critics such as Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, the Democrat who represents the
Island, have suggested RIOC used the bo-
nus payments as a pretext for getting rid of
an official who was causing political prob-
lems. Ryan had been Pataki’s campaign man-
ager in 1994 when Pataki captured the
governor’s office by beating incumbent
Democrat Mario Cuomo.

And he was the second straight RIOC
president to stir controversy. His predeces-
sor as president, Jerome Blue, was aprotégé
of Pataki’spolitica mentor, former U.S. Sena
tor Alfonse D’ Amato.

Blue caused troublefirst at RIOC, then as
commissioner of the state Division of Hu-
man Rights, then at the Battery Park City

Authority where he was vice president of
construction, andfinally at the New York City
College of Technology, where he served as
interim vice president for research, govern-
mental and corporate affairs.

RIOC isn't the only example of patronage
at public authorities. The father-in-law of
Pataki's chief campaign strategist pleaded
guilty last year to trying to charge the state
for personal tripsto Floridaand Texas. And
the state Comptroller’sOfficenullified acon-
tract last year that would have awarded resi-
dential development rights along the Erie
Canal for $30,000 to apolitically connected
Buffalo businessman.

“These were soviet-style bureaucracies
that were unreachable, secretive, and largely
controlled by apolitical classusing them as
patronage mills and cash cows,” Brodsky
said. “We now have structures in place to
stop that. What we found was a systematic
breakdown, and, systematically, thiswill get
fixed.”

Following a2004 |egid ative campaign sea-
son dominated by demandsfor reform, law-
makersrewrote someof their own houserules
in January, requiring themselvesto bein their
seats to cast votes and giving committees
more authority.

Six months|ater, after passing thefirst on-
time budget since 1984 at the end of March,
they wrapped up their session by requiring
reporting of contract lobbying, overhauling
the State budget process (a measure subject
to voter approval), and mandating comput-
erization of local campaign contributions, in
addition to the public authoritiesreform bill.

“I don't think there’' sever been atimewhen
there’sbeen this number and this magnitude
of reforms passed by both houses,” Pataki
declared near the end of the legislative ses-
sion.

Not everyone was so euphoric. Reform
groups praised the achievements, but called
them only astart toimproving a system that
had been plagued by late budgets and
gridlock for two decadesuntil thisyear. Even

Pataki said that “there’s more to do,” citing
the need for campaign finance reform and
reiterating his support for aban on giftsfrom
lobbyists to politicians.

Blair Horner, legislative director for the
New York Public Interest Research Group,
said the public authoritiesbill provides*mod-
est improvements in the oversight of au-
thorities.”

The inspector general and budget office
“will be under the control of the governor
and not truly independent,” Horner noted in
acolumnfor The Post-Standard of Syracuse.
“Timewill tell if thisnew system works.”

Asked for comment on the pending law,
which hadn’t been sent to the Governor’s
desk as of Wednesday, RIOC President Herb
Bermantold The WIRE, ““We have seen the
details of thelegislation. Whatever the leg-
islation requires, we'll abide by. Thegover-
nor has aready ordered changes that we

*Made with love by Juanita Fleming

have complied with, such as the creation of
an audit committee.”

David J. Bauer of Roosevelt Island’s re-
form-minded Maple Tree Group agreed, say-
ing hewill not trust such reform “until it gets
put in place and then time has passed to see
whether anyone will follow through.” He
did say the fair market value standard
“should help.”

Bauer, who hasworked as municipal man-
ager in communities in Pennsylvania and
Connecticut, added, “The practice on the
Island has been to provide land to people
who appear to be political contributorswith-
out having a system for open proposals/
bids, and in the case of the Southtown build-
ings, RIOC actually seemsto have paid costs
normally the burden of the developer. Asa
result, the patrimony that development
should provide the future operations has
disappeared or not even been provided for.”

Call 212-769-7726

Available now:

6 X 3%2 Mini-Loaf
9% x 5Y% Loaf
Round 10-inch cake
$6 to $30

www.yummybags.com
www.christian-jazz.com
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MINERVA -

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday To Friday

» Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning .
* Shirts Laundered .
» Expert European Tailoring .
» Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
 Storage Available .
» Draperies & All Household Items .

Free Pick-up and Delivery
Concierge Or To Your Door
Storage Available
Complimentary Laundry Bag
Convenient Monthly Billing
Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street « Long Island City « NY » 11101

TEL: 718-729-4566 « FAX: 718-729-4344

The Child School
/ Legacy High School

We are still expanding
and we have openings
In the following positions:

» Specia Education Teacher
(MA) (at least 3years
experience)
» Assistant Teacher (BA)
» Speech and Language Therapist

If you areinterested,
pleasefax your resumé

to attention of Lalig Vartanian
at 212-223-5031.

i

Licensa# 730671

CHRIS TV -

Repair Service Center
TWVER-5TEREC-CDPROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERSE and mara...

718-392-7444

Seles & Semvice
Est 1961

Mon.-Fri. 87
Zal 96
21-16 361k Ay
LIC, WY 11106

Free Esfimaies in Shop
Pickup & Delivery
In-Home Servica

A 'Wok Gueramieed

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.

We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will alsc help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
212-T31-8214.

by Saul Nadel

SPORTSWIRE

Baseball Majors (11-13)

It was abeautiful, warm day to play baseball on June 18. The Red team took on the Purple
team in thisyear’s championship game. It turned from asurewinfor the Purpleteaminto a
very closegame. The Purpleteamwon, 11-9.

Purple scored early. Alberto Marzan walked and Peter Camilleri followed with an RBI
triple. Alberto Marzan added a two-run home run in the next inning, scoring Baba Kane.
BabaKanehit asingle, scoring Marquis Cromartiein thethird inning. Down 10-1 after three
innings, the Red team was poised to make a comeback. They cut the deficit to 10-4 in the
fifth inning on consecutive singles by Shawn L ee, Justus Burgos, and Angelo Rivas. Inthe
bottom of theinning, Purple added another run. Another rally started in the sixth and final
inning. The crowd was going crazy asthe Red team scored fiveruns. Jared Francis got bit
by apitch. Alex Guyton then cracked athree-run homer. The very next batter, Shawn Lee,
hit asolo homerun. However, Purple held onto win.

Shawn Lee started for the Red team. He threw hard pitches and even recorded nine
strikeouts, but the Purpleteam kept on hitting the ball and picking up walks. Peter Camilleri
was the winning pitcher for Purple. Through the first three innings, he allowed only one
run. Both pitchers pitched the entire game.

Shawn L ee reached base every time, collecting two hits and two walks. Justus Burgos
was 2-3with awalk. For the Purpleteam, Mathew Stachnik had two hitsand awalk. Graham
McMuillan had three walks every time he was at the plate and scored all threetimes. Manuel
Villeges had an RBI groundout in the third inning.

Marquis Cromartie, Peter Camilleri, Anthony Fallone, Baba Kane, Alberto Marzan, Sean
Luna, Carlos Rivera, Graham McMillan, Mathew Stachnik, Manuel Villeges and Marko
Oydanich were on the winning Purple team.

Classified

50¢/word « 212-751-8214

Deadline for July 30 issue: Tuesday, July 26
Deadline for August 27 issue: Tuesday, August 23

THE FULLER BRUSH MAN has come to Roosevelt Island: Call Independent Distributor
at 212-731-2547 for catalog and product ordering.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.
212-593-0750.

FRENCH CLASS — Learn French easily with expert language teacher. 212-355-3848.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET — The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices. Log on today!

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

CAREGIVING - I'm areliable, honest person seeking to care for an elderly or disabled
person. | also do babysitting and housekeeping. References available. Call Lilly,
718-941-0937.

ELDER LAW — Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119. 800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.
917-916-5306.

PIANO TUNING —$95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Ben Treuhatft,
212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

JOB OPPORTUNITY —The Icla da Silva Foundation, located on Roosevelt Island, is
hiring a recruitment coordinator. Candidates should speak, write and read Spanish
fluently. Interested should contact Airam da Silva at 212-593-1807 or 646-249-7060.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS — Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or
credit card orders. Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

Professional House Cleaning Service

 Bonded, dependable, and thoroughly trained.
« You’ll get the results you want; we guarantee it.
« We come to your home in uniform, ready to work.

Free estimates.

MOLLY MAID
Eachfranchise
independently owned
and opected.

Call today for your FREE in-home customized
consultation & estimate.

212-629-4982

www.mollymaid.com
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OLYMPIC

LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

1-718-626-8000

1-718-728-3030

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

* Door-to-door service e
e Long distance and local calls ¢
« Service to all area airports e

When it really counts,

count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included
in these low airport fares:

JFK $29
LGA $14
Newark $58+toll

@ Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport: 1-718-626-8000

Discount on all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

ignite H\‘E wh.rte
r A= o 74y

take your first step

tb righter
to feeling good, looking great and

making a memorable impression Whiten your teeth

every time you smile. You owe it in about an hour

to your_self! _Flnd out more a_lbout Costs 30% less than
Zoom! in-office tooth whitening. : :

Calltoday formoreinformation! Manhattan Brite Smile Centers

Offer expires September 1, 2005

Mastercard, Visa, Discover, American Express gladly accepted
Summer daytime hours: Mon., 9-7; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 9-6

Summer evening hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 27 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available s Homevisits

* Divorce& Family Law *Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Persond Injury Law * Red Estate: Closings
* Crimina Law *BusinessLaw

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028  Cell 917-539-6415

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specidlist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare 212- House Calls
Empire Blue Cross
C'Gk',l'ﬁ“?:;'n HIP 832-2310 For the frail elderly

Ongrd and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare
501 Main Street

Roosevelt Idand, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute
to schedule your child’s camp physical...
Do it today

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Appetizers

Fried Bean Curd
Fried Wonton

Thai Spring Roll
Shrimp Spring Roll

Thai Dumpling
Vegetable Dumpling
Curry Puff

Crab Meat Ball
Ground Shrimp Chip
Thai Spicy Wings
Thai Spare Ribs

Tod Mun (Fish Cake)
Mee Krob

BBQ Squid

Grilled Pork

Noodles and Rice
Pad Thai

Lard Nah

Pad See-Eew
Pad Kee-Mao
Pad Woon-Sen
Thai Fried Rice
Shrimp or Crab Fried Rice

olf youive never tried Thai food before, youire missing

0The Drunken Fishé
Steamed Seafood Combo
Seafood with Chili and Onion
Shrimp Scampi

Satay Pot Roasted Shrimp with Bean Thread
Fish with Chili Sauce or Tamarind Sauce
Fish with Garlic and White Pepper
Sweet and Sour Fish
Fish with Ginger
Fish Chu Chee Curry

Green Curry
Jungle Curry
Panaeng Curry
Masaman Curry
Sweet and Sour

Chili and Onion
Basil Leaves
Cashew Nuts

Baby Corn and Mushrooms

2442 Steinway St.

the best food in the world.6 Astoria, NY 11103

Tel: 718-545-2874
Fax: 718-545-0743

Zagat 25 Rating

For a full menu visit www.ubolkitchen.com

Seafood

Entrees
Red Curry

Broccoli

Ginger
Garlic

Free Delivery including Roosevelt Island by Car

You have financial questions???
Wk have financial answers!!!

* Financial Planning — Retirement, College Funding, etc.

* Insurance — Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care

* Investments — Securities offered thru CIJM Planning,
Member NASD/SIPC

* Mortgages — Registered mortgage broker — NYS Banking
Department loans arranged through third-party
providers — We represent over 40 banks

* Real Estate — Purchase, rentals, sales

» Tax Preparation — Tax reduction planning

212-644-8231

Webpage: Accountfin.com
E-mail: generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street ¢ Roosewvelt Island

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

It's time to register for September

Roosevelt Island
* Day Nursery

Morning and full-day programs for
children ages 2.6 through 5 years

Subsidized full-day Pre-K
NEW: AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 3-6 P.M.

Accredited by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children

For more information, call 212-593-0750

The Farmers Market

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

dineg 1989

Watsontown, Pa.

It’s all about the nutrition...
Science says that fresh fruits and
vegetables are best for you - the

natural way to acquire the
vitamins, minerals, and other
nutrients you and your family
need for good health.

Asalways, Thank youfor shoppingwith usevery Saturday.




