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Octagon Tower The Flag flew over the skeleton framework of the
Octagon landmark’s dome Thursday morning, after the ironwork was
completed this week. More photos on page 6 and in color on Website

NYC10044.

Housing

Eastwood Residents OK
Owner Privatization Plan

Eastwood residents gathered
Thursday night in Good Shepherd
Community Center to votetheir ap-
proval, 182 to 19 (with four abstain-
ing), of arenegotiated deal withthe
building’s owner as the Belson or-
ganization takes the building pri-
vate, opting out of the State's
Mitchell-Lamaprogram.

There had been an agreement —
a unanimous vote — one week ear-
lier, but it included an assumption
that tenants failing to qualify for
Section 8 subsidies, who would fall
under a landlord assistance pro-
gram (LAP) would not haveto move
if they were underutilizing their
apartments—that is, with more bed-
roomsthan required by family com-
position. That assumption was at
oddswith thelandlord’sintent; for
about a week, the agreement was
inlimbo.

In a Thursday night negotiating
session, the tenant committee and
the tenants' lawyer, Serge Joseph,
met with representatives of the
owner, and hammered out amodifi-
cation of the LAP provisionsaffect-
ing residents of about 42 apart-
ments. Under the revised agree-

ment, tenants in one- or two-bed-
room apartments will not be re-
quired to downsize if their family
composition represents under-
utilization. Tenants living in
underutilized three- and four-bed-
room apartmentswill have the op-
tion of staying in those apartments,
but paying a 25% surcharge over
base rent, if the underutilization
amounts to one extra bedroom. If
the underutilization amountsto two
bedrooms, however, downsizing
will be required unless the tenant
iswilling to pay market rent.

Theagreement triggersaprocess
in which apartments will be in-
spected by DHCR to assure com-
pliance with standards, and in
whichall tenantswill compl ete Sec-
tion 8 applications. That latter pro-
cesswill effectively “sort” theten-
ants into those eligible to receive
Section 8 subsidies (believed to be
about 870 apartments) and those
who are not and who therefore will
fall under the LAP.

Several residents saw the differ-
ent treatment of LAP tenants
underutilizing two-bedroom apart-

See Eastwood, page 8

Briefly...

RIOC advisesthat the Tram will operate on an hourly schedule, 10:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m., on Tuesday and Wednesday (August 30 and 31).

Assembly Report Critical of RIOC’s Past,
But Sees Possible Hope Under Berman

by Erik Kriss in Albany
with Dick Lutz on Roosevelt Island

“The Committee has determined that for a number
of years the effective operation and management of
RIOC was compromised by secrecy, political patron-
age, alack of long-term financial planning, and ques-
tionablefiscal policies.” So readsone sentence of the
interim report of aState Assembly Committeereleased
thisweek.

The report, by State Assemblymember Richard
Brodsky, also said the 1997 discontinuation of a New
York State subsidy by Governor George Pataki led to
“destructive financial practices’” by RIOC. The*"un-
fortunate withdrawal by the State from fiscal respon-
sibility to the Island may have been an additional rea-
son for the policy of one-time [developer] payments,
instead of [apolicy of] long-term ground rents...,” says
the report, later adding, “ Thistrend of one-time cash
infusionswhen development rightsare sold, with mini-
mum ground rents charged to developers, hurt the
long-term financial health of the Island.” It notes,
“RIOC’sPresident and Chief Operating Officer, Herbert
E. Berman, now states that one-time payment agree-
ments are no longer the policy of RIOC.”

Brodsky found signs of improvement under Berman.
“It is clear... that in many areas, past mistakes have
been acknowledged and corrective steps have begun
to betaken. New staff appointed by the Governor and
working with the Board has begun to change RIOC's
management culture by ending the policy of one-time
payments|for development rights], making public long-
term financia planning documents, and acknowledging
the need for greater transparency and accountability.”

Brodsky, a Westchester County Democrat who is
running for State Attorney General next year, plans
hearings in the near future on a spate of concerns
Island residents have expressed over how their com-
munity isgoverned. He said his committee will con-
duct joint hearingswith the Assembly Cities Committee,
chaired by Assemblymember Scott Stringer, a Manhat-
tan Democrat. Brodsky chairstheAssembly Committee
on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions.

“While RIOC's new leadership acknowledges the
need for change,” Brodsky writes, “they must estab-
lish these policies by action and fact. Roosevelt Is-
land has enormous potential for its residents and for
the City of New York. Inadditiontoitsphysical and
socia attributes, it has an active, concerned, and in-
telligent resident population, whose organizations
have performed important servicesto the community.

“Thereis every reason for RIOC to establish more
effective relationshipswith the community and itsor-
ganizations.”

On Wednesday night, Brodsky told The WIRE, “In
the end, what we have here is another example of the
[State] authority system being used as a patronage
mill, and the |eadership, rather than fight for theinsti-
tution it worksfor, became ahandmai den of the execu-
tive department.”

But, Brodsky said, “ Thereisareal opportunity here
for progress. There is an opportunity for residents
and membersof RIOC to establishamorecordial rela-
tionship. Mr. Berman has clearly made some changes.
But the new administration will be tested by their ac-
tions.” The report credits Berman's administration
with “acknowledging the need for greater transpar-
ency and accountability.”

Brodsky set no timetablefor hearings, other thanto
say “soon.” Healso could not say whether any hear-
ings would be held on Roosevelt Island, but did say
they would be conducted in the City.

His 25-page report found plenty of fault with the
administrations of Berman's predecessorsinthe RIOC
presidency, Jerome Blue and Robert Ryan.

Blueand Ryan

“An Inquiry into the Management of Roosevelt |s-
land by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation”
recounts residents’ criticisms of Blue. A protégé of
former U.S. Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, a Republican
also credited with nurturing the career of the Gover-

nor, Blue cut services, reduced open space, and re-
fused funds in the name of Island self-sufficiency,
notes the report. A January 22, 2004, request by the
Island’s Assembly representative, Democrat Pete
Grannis, aswell asrequests by residents and resident
groups, led to the investigation and report.

Grannishailed thereport in astatement issued Thurs-
day: “1 welcomethisreport and itswell-deserved fo-
cuson critical issuesconcerning RIOC’s management
and operation of the Island over the past decade. The
findings highlight and confirmissues| havebeenrais-
ing since the Pataki administration cameto officeand
installed Jerome Blue as RIOC's president, and, fol-
lowing hisdismissal, Robert Ryan, and abruptly ended
State support for the Island’s operations.”

Thereport isheavily critical of the RIOC board for
refusing to discuss the circumstances surrounding
its 2003 dismissal of Ryan, who was campaign man-
ager for Gov. George Pataki’sinitial electionin 1994.
“RIOC, to thisday, has not reveal ed the circumstances
surrounding Mr. Ryan's tenure and departure,” the
report says. (Ryan now works for the New York De-
partment of State, whose head, Randy Daniels, is ex-
pected to run for Governor in 2006.)

Noting that the stated reason for Ryan’s dismissal
involved his approval of unauthorized payments to
RIOC employeesfor volunteer work following the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center,
thereport found particular fault with the RIOC Board
of Directorsfor blocking release of a 100-page report
on an investigation into Ryan’s tenure by lawyer
Michael Hitsman.

“Thefailureto release the Hitsman report or to pub-
licly discuss the matter hasimpeded the committee’'s
work, has not been justified on grounds of public need
for confidentiality, and is contrary to policies of open-
ness and transparency required of a public entity,”
thereport says. “The committee will vigorously pur-
sue the report and the other information sought...

“The circumstances of Mr. Ryan’sdismissal and the
reasons for it have never been made public, giving
additional weight to claimsthat RIOC lackstranspar-
ency and accountability.”

See Brodsky, page 12

Rivercross Gets Over
1800 Requests for
Applications in Lottery

Therecent Rivercrosswaiting-list lottery drew 1,804
reguests for application forms during the two-week
period allowed in an announcement published at the
end of July in The WIRE and other area newspapers.
According to Rivercross General Manager Mitchell
Hammer, 1,717 formswere sent, on August 22, to those
following the published guidelines.

Eighty-seven requestsfor the formswere not filled
because they didn’t follow the guidelines, according
toHammer.

Theresponse would seem to dispel any doubt about
the desire for ownership of affordable housing on the
Island.

In the two-step process, those receiving the appli-
cation forms are now required to compl ete the appli-
cation before Monday, September 12, and submit it,
with a $150 processing fee that will be refunded for
those not selected in the lottery. A further fee, non-
refundable, for acredit check, will berequired of those
applicants chosen in the lottery process.

Thereafter, applicants will be canvassed as their
names come up. Thefinal approval processinvolves
areview of financialsand an interview.

Thelast Rivercrosslottery washeld 14 yearsago, in
1991. The current lottery was scheduled when the
reserve of applicants dropped to zero for two catego-
riesof apartments, studio and four-bedroom units. Ac-

See Rivercross, page 9
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The Editorial Page

Getting Along

When Dr. Jerome Blue showed up missing one summer day
on Roosevelt Island in 1999 — rescued from a bad situation of his
own creation by the governor who had put him here — residents
were cheered that an arrogant and uncommunicative RIOC Presi-
dent was gone. Ironically, Blue had been hastily reassigned to
become the State’s Commissioner of Human Rights, a position in
which he proved just as inept and lasted only a year.

The WIRE expressed resi-
dents’ pleasure at the turn of
events with an editorial cartoon
suggesting it was time, as the
apothegm has it, to let sleeping
dogs lie —and make a new start.

Then, George Pataki ap-
pointed Robert H. Ryan as the
new President of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation. “It's
Rob,” Ryan said when residents called him “Mr. Ryan,” and there
was a period of good feeling until Ryan said, one time too often
and too late in the game, in response to legitimate resident com-
plaints, “I only just got here.”

Ryan had a “meltdown,” to use RIRA President Steve Marcus’s
term for it, when he exploded at a resident during an environ-
mental hearing on the Octagon Apartments project. Ryan's keep-
ers from the State Division of Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) defended him, but it seemed clear his days were dwin-
dling in number. Indeed, he was caught with a beefy hand in
RI0OC's financially loose cookie jar, and the RIOC Board suspended
him with an unconscionably large paycheck not to work for an
unconscionably long time — then fired him.

Patrick Siconolfi, who had shown himself to be a thorough
man with the company books, was put forward as an Acting
President of the organization, and there was a period of genuine
—and potentially lasting — good feeling between his administra-
tion and resident leaders. But, New York State politics being
what New York State politics are, Siconolfi had to move on, and
Pataki appointed a Brooklyn Democrat, Herb Berman, who oc-
cupies the office today.

And Berman'’s intent, at least, has gotten an endorsement
this week from Assemblymember Richard Brodsky, in an interim
report on RIOC operations that is the subject of our lead story
thisissue. But both Brodsky and Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
who represents the Island, say that the intent and promises must
be translated into something real. Words are cheap, and action
speaks volumes.

So Brodsky will have to understand that, after George Pataki
gave us Jerry Blue and Rob Ryan — each clearly a patronage
payoff — it is not easy to give a RIOC President a lot of time to
show his worth. Berman has been with us for two years now,
and any resident leader can come up with a long punch-list of
deficiencies in RIOC operations. For examples, we need only
refer you to RIRA President Steve Marcus’s column in this issue.

Brodsky says RIOC and RIRA should bury the hatchet and
try to get along. But Berman’s the guy who collects a consider-
able paycheck to make things run smoothly, and we look for-
ward to his first (or next?) steps in improving relations between
his organization and residents.
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TotheEditor:

We want to publicly thank Vicki
Feinméd for her effortsin getting the
MTA to install netting at the
Roosevelt Island subway station,
to keep out the pigeons who were
sitting overhead in the trusswork.
As much as we all joked about it,
this area was unsightly and was
creating a health hazard.

Vicki spent countless hours call-
ing, writing, and weaving her way
through the MTA bureaucracy to
reach the appropriate people and
to get them to do something about
the situation. Her efforts have fi-
nally paid off. On behalf of all
Roosevelt Island straphangers,
thank you, Vicki, for your persis-
tence and hard work.

Margie Smith & Harry Small

Mr. Jerry Groschke

NY C Transit Division of Stations
370Jay Street/ 427-4

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Mr. Groschke:

Having lived on Roosevelt Idand
since1977, | feel compelledtowrite
you thisletter and vent my frustra-
tions. “ Seeingisbelieving,” and en-
closed are photos of the pigeon
mess.

Since 1977, | was fortunate
enough to take our Tram to work
and, to be perfectly honest with
you, very rarely took the subway
after it opened many years ago.

Now, however, for the past two
years, my job has changed and |
takethe subway twice aday (some-
times more on weekends since
MetroCard).

| have a few questions for you.
Your nameisvery prominently dis-
played as the station manager.

1) Have you ever been to
Roosevelt Island?

2) Haveyou ever stood under the
concrete awning waiting for abus?

3) Have you ever looked down
on the ground?

4) Haveyou ever walked through
a turnstile with pigeon poop all
over it?

5) Have you ever been pooped
on?

If the answer to any of the above
guestionsisayes, | must say | am
very disappointed in the manage-
ment of this station. | personally
have no idea who the architect is
who “wrongfully” designed the
overhang/awning. However, if you
know who the person(s) are, |
highly suggest that you invite him/
her back to see what atotally mis-
erablejob they did in designing our
station.

Thewelcomesign at our subway
station is rather repulsive pigeon
poop. Residents duck it daily. |
have abackpack home now that has
to becleaned (will NY C Transit pay
my bill?); what about my blazer that
was targeted a few weeks ago? |
had to pay for dry cleaning! Be-
lieve me, | don't stand under the
overhang — | dash in and out as
quickly asl can, and still get pooped
on.

This issue (pigeons in general)
has been a pet peeve of mine liter-
ally for years. Not all of itis"sub-
way” related. The pigeon popula-
tion getsworseyear after year. Not
only do we have pigeons, we have
gulls, squirrels, rats, and vermin. A
dear friend of mine was on the
Queens side of the platform about
two weeks ago with her infant and
saw a large rat on the platform!
What is going on here?

See Letters-Brooks, page 7

Letters deadline for Sept. 10
issue: Monday, Sept. 5.
Letters received after deadline
are considered on a space-
available basis.

Letters

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
Have you ever told many of the
Island residents that they have an
inferiority complex? | meannodis-
respect tothem at all, actually. We
dolive 200 yardsfrom some of the
most highly priced real estateinthe
world and it's hard not to con-
stantly compare ourselves to the
supermodel living next door. Re-
cently, however, this complex has
reached national news and |
wanted to give you my support.

I’ve been following the Dark
Water discussion and the decision,
assuming it was your decision, to
allow Dark Water to befilmed here,
wasactually astrokeof genius. The
directorisbrilliant. Thewriterisan
outstanding horror writer in Japan
who wrote a book that was made
into one of the scariest movies |
have ever seen — The Ring. In ad-
dition, Dark Water is a remake of
one that’s been in Japan for some
time. | don’t think it wasashock to
you or anyone involved in the de-
cisionthat themovieturned out the
way it did. These peopledid what
they set out to do —they created a
creepy, make-believeworld on our
Island.

Why do | think the decision was
genius? Well, beyond the fact our
Island is in need of money to re-
place such things as spontaneously
combustible Public Safety vehicles,
the movie has attracted priceless
national attention to our Island.
The attraction to the story for the
mediais not that Roosevelt Island
really is asthe movie portrays (al-
though some with a deep inferior-
ity complex may differ), but that resi-
dents actually believe that our Is-
land is being misrepresented. |
never read one complaint when the
Green Goblin in Spider-Man blew
upthe Tram Stationand heldaTram
full of passengersat hismercy. Was
this because the movie was a hit
and was somehow “cool”? Did
tourists and residents stop using
the Tram? Nope. The only way |
could be upset about Spider-Man
isif the Tram Station really could
blow up and a green man on afly-
ing scooter really could cause the
Tramtofall. Clearly, neither aretrue
and the same istrue for Dark Wa-
ter.

Dark Water, isjust that — dark —
more dark than Spider-Man. But
it's not real! It's a horror movie
filmed in dreary greensand browns
that was created to creep people
out. | think the media attention is
because they think people on the
Island are a bit too creeped out, as
if it'stooreal for some. It'snot the
Island itself that’sthe story, it'sthe
residents’ reactiontoit and there-
action is so odd that it has made
national news! For this resident,
the movie was make-believe. The
Island has its problems, but many
of itsresidents have deep inferior-
ity complex issues about where
they livethat consistently cloud the
way to making thelsland al it can
be. Thisisthecommon thread that
permeates through most of the
comments| read and | applaud you
for your creative ability to acquire
needed resources for our commu-
nity while navigating misguided
attacks on your decisions.

Colton Wright

ToRoosevelt Idand Residents:

We wish to somehow communi-
cate our affection to the wonder-
ful, gracious, welcoming, talented,
and exceptionally clever (of
course!) peoplewho cameinto our
lives during the past 23 years. The
gifts of friendship, support and
goodwill that were givento usper-
sonally and through the MST& DA
far exceeded what anyone would
expect fromtheir neighbors.

The beauty of itisthesimplicity
of it: We did what we loved to do,
sharing our joy of theater and dance
with the children and adults of
Roosevelt Island, and you recipro-
cated by valuing what we were of -
fering and returning the affection
that we felt for you.

Thanksfor thememories. Wewill
miss you.

Nancy and Worth Howe

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
As you must know by now,
Roosevelt Island is supposed to be
handicap friendly, but | recently
rode on the Red Buswith my whedl-
chair and could barely get on the
bus. | and many other disabled
people found that we were unable
to get on with our handicap scoot-
ers.
| trust your new buses on order
will be more handicap-accessible
and allow us the same rights as
other peoplewho live on thiswon-
derful Island. All other buseshave
the disabled enter and exit from the
rear door, which on the red bus
would be perfect, asthe door entry
isvery large.
Jim Bates

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
| am very curious. Do you park
your car in Motorgate? If you do,
itishard for meto believethat you
abide the terrible conditions. The
oneelevator that isworking, by the
grace of God, has the most filthy
floor | have ever seen. The carpet
is dirty and the metal stripping
arounditisdisgusting. Not to men-
tion to fact that one never knowsif
it will beworking whenwe needit.
The windows on the doors at each
floor look as though they haven't
been washed in years, and the gen-
eral condition is not very clean at
all. Why don't you see that our
rents are decreased since we do not
havethefull use of thefacility with
one elevator and no escalator? |
would suggest that we should be
paying half the monthly rent until
everythingisback in perfect work-
ing order. | would appreciate your

response.
L ouise M aniloff

TotheEditor:
| am pleased that RIOC hasbeen
making theeffort torepair and clean
up the lsland this summer. Asech-
oed by letters in this newspaper
over the past four years, the state
of repair of facilities and the gen-
eral appearance of the Island has
taken aturn for the worse. How-
ever, | think it is just as — if not
more — important for the good to
be recognized and encouraged as
for the bad to be admonished.
Getting the lightsworking by the
river near Manhattan Park, refur-
See Letters-Klesh, page 7

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to the community, and to/from officials. Publication
on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's name, address, and phone number
mubsrt Eedprovided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will not be
published.

Preferred method of submission: E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file), or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531 Main
Street, addressed to The WIRE. Alternatives: Typed copy left at 531 Main Street. Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but we are not able to take telephone dictation of
letters. All letters subject to acceptance and to editing for length and clarity. Recommended
maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will be considered if their content merits the required space.



There has been much discussion within the Roosevelt
Island community and in The WI RE regarding the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program. Firstly, let me state unequivocably
that the Corporation supports the concept of a vibrant and
growing youth center for the Island. A well-run, thriving

Youth Program enhancesthe quality of lifefor residentsand
contributesto the overall well-being of the community. RIOC
has supported the Youth Program for more than ten years
with grantsof $60,000 or more
annually —aninvestment that
Th e exceedshalf amillion dollars
to date.
The Youth Program was

R I O C incorporated on Roosevelt

Island in 1980. It currently
occupies space in Eastwood,

CO I u m n which is provided free of

charge. In addition, as re-

quired by the Youth
Program’sparticipationinthe NY C Department of Youth and
Community Devel opment’s Beacon Program, it also delivers
alarge percentage of its programsin a public school build-
ing on the Island.

The Youth Program cameto RIOC with arequest for a30-
year rent-free lease to occupy the former Lilies School on
Main Street. The Youth Program was under the impression
that their current landlord would not grant them a 30-year
lease. The Youth Program was also under the impression
that, absent a 30-year lease, they would not be eligible for
$1,800,000 in capital funding that the City Council hasrec-
ommended. RIOC has had discussions with the Youth
Program’s landlord, who has indicated a willingness to ne-
gotiate with the Youth Program for a 30-year lease. More-
over, RIOC forwarded to the City’s Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) the 2001 plansfor theformer Lilies School
submitted to RIOC by the Youth Center and wastold in the
past week that the lease requirements for the extensive re-
pairs proposed would be only 15 years. On behalf of the
Youth Program, RIOC has worked with both the landlord
and OM B to ensure that the Youth Program can obtain capi-
tal funding in their current location. At thisjuncture, it ap-
pearsthat unlessthe Youth Program Board opts not to work
with their landlord and OMB, there is no obstacle to their
obtaining the $1,800,000 in capital funding.

In requesting the Lilies School space, the Youth Program
has stated: (i) they have the necessary funds required to
renovate the entire building; (ii) they can obtain increased
future funding to maintain and operate the entire building
(including utility bills in excess of $35,000 per year);
(iii) additional spaceisrequired to meet increased demands
by thelsland’syouth; and (iv) thereisademand for broader
service offerings. To date, RIOC has not received sufficient
information from the Youth Program on any of their state-

mentsto satisfy itsduediligence requirements. In aletter to
theYouth Program dated July 12, 2005, RIOC asked the Youth
Program to provide basic information that would allow the
Board to make a reasoned decision on turning over more
than 12,000 square feet of space for the next 30 years. At
current projected market rates, the request is essentially the
equivalent of a$420,000 annual grant to the Youth Program
by RIOC, or $12.6 million over 30 years. Unfortunately, ina
letter dated July 25, the Youth Program states that they will
not respond to RIOC’s request for information. The Youth
Program statesthat the requestsfor information “ are clearly
not material to the lease evaluation process.” RIOC asked
the Youth Center to pro-
vide:

« Organizational Infor-
mation: alist of theBoard
of Directors, contact in-
formation, community
partners, not-for-profit
statement from the IRS,
mission statement/pro-
grams/target population,
annual report, mediaclip-
pings, etc.

* Program Information:
current program, hours of
operation, activities, child
to staff ratios, program
evaluation process, em-
ployee hiring practices,
training plan, volunteers

 Financial and Legal
Information: budget for
the current and previous
year, recent financial
statements, recent audits, certificate of insurance, internal
controls, City or State agencies that oversee or fund the
Youth Program.

« Future Costs: 5-year operating budget, scope of work for
renovation, rationale for costs based on projected popula-
tion to be served.

Information of thistypeistypical of requirementsfor fund-
ing from major foundations and Federal /State/City agencies.
The RIOC Board of Directors was quite clear at their June
meeting that they desired arecommendation from mein the
near future on the Youth Program. Various Board members
have raised concerns about the lack of accountability and
processes of Youth Program operations. The Board has
raised |legitimate concernsand RIOC staff drafted questions
on theinformation request designed to provide Board mem-
bers with a level of assurance to proceed with evaluating
the proposal to lease, rent-free, an entire building to the

See RIOC, page 14

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Now that my kids no longer get summer vacation, | am
particularly sad to see the season nearing a close. But this
year we have something to look forward to when political
debates come to Roosevelt Island. Thanks to efforts of
RIRA, we will be hearing our very worthy candidates run-
ning in the upcoming Democratic Primary. To date, City
Council candidates Eric Cesnik, Jessica Lappin, and Dan
Quart have accepted RIRA’s invitation for this Wednesday,
August 31; and Fernando Ferrer, Gifford Miller, and Anthony
Weiner will be present the following Tuesday, September 6.

We are still waiting for aresponse from C. Virginia Fields.
Both debateswill take place at 8:00 p.m. in the Good Shep-
herd Community Center, to be
sponsored by Roosevelt Is-
T h e land Housing Management

and RIRA. Please mark your

calendars and get your ques-

RIRA tionsready. Thiswill be an

opportunity to hear what
your local politicians can do

C O I u m n about the issues that affect

you the most.

It's been a lazy summer
both for RIRA and it seems RIOC aswell. We have provided
a list of questions to RIOC and perhaps Mr. Berman has
already provided some answersin the adjacent column. Al-
though housing issues are definitely the major concern of
residents in Eastwood, Island House, and Westview, and
their friends elsewhere on the Island, here are some of the
other issues of concern:

Island M aintenance—A list of thingsto befixed over the
summer wasto be prepared and disseminated in April. Now
that it’salmost September, we wonder what was on thelist,
what was done, and what remains. We hope that RIOC gets
around to repairing the promenadeat Lighthouse Park, still
blocked after abarge hit the seawall many monthsago. The
bottom of the I sland access ramp continuesto disintegrate
and will undoubtedly get much worse over the winter. We
arealso still waiting for the promised restoration of theside-
walk at the Card Shop after the awful patchwork done by
Con Ed last year.

Theelevatorsin M otor gate have been under repair since
May. We've al seen the signs counseling patience, but the
jobisn’t even half complete. When are we going to seethe
first new elevator in service, and when will service be re-
stored to both elevators?

RIOC hasn't gotten around to completing the Audited
Satementsfor March 2004, which they promised to post on
their website at their June meeting. We wonder where they

are, and when March 2005 statementswill beavailable. And
speaking of their website, why aren’t there any meeting min-
utes posted since March?

Barbecue areas — RIOC agreed in May to move the grills
and benchesto new dites, since they destroyed those at Octa
gon Park. Four monthslater, we can forget about thisyear, but
will RIOC get another site ready for 2006? Likewisewith the
$90,000 authorized for new trash cansand planters. Onewon-
derswhy they weren't installed for use during this summer.

And the construction around Octagon has done alot of
damage. The stone masonry seats by the Octagon baseball
field wereremoved and never replaced. Thereisamudslide
on the west promenade by the soccer field because the grass
and vegetation were destroyed by the heavy equipment.
They also destroyed the masonry at the “prow” between
the promenade and the water tunnel.

In January, RIOC said that repairs to Blackwell House

i weresettogo. InMarch,
RIOC deferred those re-
pairs. Isthe plan now to
wait another winter and
let the thing collapse?

RIOC installed new
street lighting infront of
Trellis and Mr. Berman
solicited resident feed-
back ontheselights, with
theplanto replaceal the
defective unitswith these
new ones. Most people
in RIRA think that these
lights, although reason-
ably attractive, arefar too
dim. But most of our
lightsarestill broken, and
we' ve been waiting for a
solution for at least five
years.

Under new RIOC
guidelinesitisimpossible
for RIRA or any other community group to use any part of
Good Shepherd Community Center without insurance. Since
most groups don’t have insurance, this rules out any use of
the Chapel, a community resource supported with commu-
nity funds, from being used by the community. RIOC has
promised to look into this matter but, to date, hasnot altered
itspolicy.

So, it looks likethereis plenty for them to do; asfor us—
get your questions ready, and see you at the debates!

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net
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COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —
Zen, an exhibit of art . 5
worksin stone, wood, s
metal, ceramics, and k.-
ink by Gerdld Starlight, =
continuing through
Sept. 1 in the display
window at New York
National Bank, 619
Main St.>

—TheComing Week —

Tramway out of servicefor maintenance, Tue.-Wed., Aug
30-31,10am.-2p.m.

Double-FeatureOutdoor M ovieat Socrates Scul pture Park,
Wed., Aug. 31, preceded by atraditional Korean dance per-
formance by Song Hee L ee Dance Company at 6:30 p.m. and
Greek music by Mikrokosmos at 7:00. Movies: Zorbathe
Greek (1964) and Take Care of My Cat (Korea, 2001). Free.
Bring blanket or seating.

City Council Candidates Debate, Wed., Aug. 31, 8:00 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Community Center, sponsored by the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) and
Roosevelt Island Housing Management Corporation
(RIHMC).

—Future Events—

Mayoral Candidates Debate, Tue., Sept. 6, 8:00p.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center, sponsored by RIRA and
RIHMC.

RIOC Board of DirectorsMeeting, Thur., Sept. 8, 4:30
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center. The Board's after-
noon meetings usually conclude with an opportunity for
public comment, specific time uncertain.

Drama, dance, and fitnessclassregistration at theMain
Street Theatre and DanceAlliance, Thur ., Sept. 8, 6:30-8:30
p.m., or Sat., Sept. 10, 10am.-1p.m., at MST& DA, under the
red awning behind the video store. Additional information:
212-371-4449. (Seead, page 14.)

Southpoint from Ruin to Rejuvenation, exhibit at Gallery
RIVAA, Sat., Sept. 10 through Oct. 9. Opening reception
Sept. 17, 6-9 p.m. Gallery hours11-5 Sat., Sun.; 6-9 Wed. and
Fri. Exhibit opens an international competition; for more
information, see www.enyacompetitions.org.

TheMain Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Sept. 10. (To
receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe mes-
sageto Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadline:
Ads in the paper, Thursday, Sept. 1; decision on fliers for
The Bag, Tue., Sept. 6; insertsdue Thur., Sept. 8. Futureis
sues:  Fortnightly
through December 17:
Sept. 24; Oct. 8, 22; Nov.
5, 19; Dec. 3, 17; then
fortnightly, resuming
Jan. 14, 2006. News
phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters
917-617-0449. Phone for display and classified advertis-
ing placement and information, 212-751-8214. Tolist your
organization’'sldand-related event in thiscolumn, e-mail
information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leaveit, ad-
dressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street;
provide atelephone number for follow-up questions. There
is no charge for such listings.

Primary Election, Tue., Sept. 13.

Book Discussion Group, Thur ., Sept. 22, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library. The Swallows of Kabul by YasminaKhadra. Dis-
cussion series continues the third Thursday of every month.

Senior Center

Monday
9:30, Yoga (starts Sept. 12)
10-11:30, English as2nd

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Thursday
9:30, Weightlifting
10:30, CreativeArts

Language 12:30,Movie
10:30, Blood Pressure 7:00, Dance
Screening Friday
12:30,“ Oldies’ Movies 9:30, Yoga
1:00, Tai Chi 10:30, Computers
7:00, DanceClass(Begin- 1:00, Bridge
ners) 7:00, Games(RISA)
Tuesday Saturday

10:00, Weightlifting

7:30,Bingo (RISA)
10:30, Shoppers Bus

2:00, Bingo i
2:00, Painting and Sculpt- SpeC| al Events
Ing Wed., Aug. 31, Atlantic City
6:00, Yoga Class trip
7:30, Games(RISA) Fri., Sept. 2, latemorning,
Wednesday MetroCard Bus
9:15, Say Well Sun., Sept. 4, 2:00, Labor

10:00, Computers

10:30, Shoppers Bus

3:00, DramaClass(starts
9/21)

7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Day Party
Mon., Sept. 12, 12:15,
Farmer’'sMarket Trip
Wed., Sept. 21, Atlantic
City Trip

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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With mailbox services from
The UPS Store) you get a real

street address, not a P.0. Box. ..
Plus, we can sign for your
packages, so you'll never
miss a delivery. And that’s -
just the beginning. You'll
also get:
+ Package acceptance from -
all carriers
+ Package notification
o

+ Call-in MailCheck®

+ Mail holding and forwarding’
+ Receipt of oversized packages
+ Secure 24-hour access”

Ask us for details!

Additional fees may apply.

aaaaaaaaaaa participating locations.

Addressing your needs.

In the truest sense of the word.

Fax 212-832-1586

MONTHS
FREE

WITHA 1-YEAR MAILBOX SERVICES
AGREEMENT (New Box Holders Only)

Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com

M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

The UPS Store™

The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated by licensed franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., Inc., an indirect subsidiary of
United Parcel Service of America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and hours of operation may vary by location. ©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 615t & 62) TS TS s s E e E s i
Phone 212-832-1390

E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

|
I
|
|
|
|
| 1275 First Avenue (betw. 68" & 69'")
: Phone 212-535-3325
|
|
|
|
I

25-50% Off

Moving Boxes & Supplies

The UPS Store:

Moving boxes in a variety of sizes

Moving supplies, including tape,
bubble cushioning and
packaging peanuts

Custom packaging and
crating services

Freight shipping services for
large/irregularly shaped items

Affordable UPS’ shipping options
for valuable or fragile items

Project pickup and delivery*

*Available at participating locations. Call store for details.

25"-505

1
1
1
1
1
1 g
1 MOVING & PACKAGING SUPPLIES
1 (includes boxes, tape, bubble cushioning, etc.)
1 Limit one coupon per customer. This offer s not good in combination
1 with any other offers. Valid at these locations only. Restrictions apply.

©2004 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
1 Offer expires 08/30/2005
1
1
1

The UPS Store™

THE GROG SHOP

F 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We 1
specialize
in
wines
from
all
nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

tiicli (ficlo

BARAND RESTAURANT

Featuring Northern Italian and Southern French
Innovative cuisine... artfully presented

Unique Spot for Gourmet Dining
Meli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.
Spectacular array of fresh seafood and pasta dishes.

We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.
Featuring tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a
traditional French style mixed with Northern Italian.
Dessert is not to be missed.
www.MeliMeloRestaurant.com

212 686-5551 Fax: 212-683-3729

110 Madison Avenue (29-30 Streets)
From the Tram, take the M32 on 60th Street (down 5th Avenue to 30th)

The Child School/Legacy
High School have the
following part-time
positions (flexible hours):

* High School English
Teacher (MA) (At least 3
years experience)

e Ballroom Dancing
e Akido

If you are interested,
please fax your résumeé to
212-223-5031, attention:
Mrs. Lalig Vartanian
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The Farmers Market

the highest quality every Saturday, under the ramp at Motorgate

Sincg 1939

It’s all about

— the nutrition...
Science says

that fresh fruits

and vegetables

‘-——j‘ are best for you
WWIAAlL - the natural

way to acquire
the vitamins,
_ | minerals, and
TP @) e other nutrients
i el you and your

o & family need for
ERD EARM ~

good health.
Asalways, Thank youfor shopping with usevery Saturday.

COLD & HOT SUBS Wheat or Italian Bread
ALL SANDWICHES & SALADS INCLUDE:

Onions, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Pickles, Green Peppers, Olives
PLUS ON REQUEST:
Cheese, Light Mayonnaise Dressing, Mustard, Oil, Vinegar, Hot Peppers, Salt, Pepper

6 inch Footlong
FOR DOUBLE MEAT ADD: $1.00 $2.00
ADD BACON TO ANY SUB .50 1.00

CLASSIC ITALIAN BMT (ham, genoa salami, pepperoni, bologna) $3.69 $5.49
SUBWAY CLUB (roast beef, turkey, ham) 3.89 5.49

SPICY ITALIAN (genoa salami, pepperoni) 3.69 5.49
COLD CUT TRIO (ham, salami, bologna) (all turkey based) 2.99 4.99 L abor D a
TURKEY BREAST & HAM 3.49 5.49
B.L.T. 3.19 4.99
VEGGIE DELITE (all your favorite fixin's) 2.69 3.99

VEGGIE PATTY 35 it Therearethosewho feel that a per son who
B ST 309 499 can avoid real work isblessed —lucky beyond

SALAME 308 5as words. But few of thosewho are so “ blessed”
STEAK & CHEESE (with onions & peppers) 3.69 5.49

MEATBALL 3.29 4.99 agree, for weall need the satisfaction of

SUBWAY MELT (turkey, ham, bacon & cheese) 3.89 5.49 . .
ROASTED CHICKEN BREAST FILLET 3.69 5.49 accomphshment andrewardin someform.

e . " L abor Day recognizesthose who labor
JUMBO DELI-STYLE SANDWICHES making lifeand thewor|d better. Wethink
ROAST BELE | 250 wedo our fair shareof that at Trellis, and we
GENOA SALAMI 250 saluteour employeesand customerswho

TUNA 2.59

Add Bacon 30 count themselvesamong those who work.
KID'S PAK 3.49 Seeyou at Trellis

(Jr. Deli Sandwich, cookie, drink, toy: ages 9 & under)

M At the heart of the community,
900 Main St., Roosevelt Island 10044 next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

212-848-5530 Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,

FREE DELIVERY 1:30PM-9:00PM (Mon-Fri), 11AM-9PM (Sat-Sun) 7 days every week. We also deliver.




6 » The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Aug. 27, 2005

Giving the Octagon Landmark Its New Crown

Erector set,
adult size:

Workers put heavy
iron in place on
Monday morning,
building the dome of
the landmarked
Octagon as it
approaches its new
life through adaptive
reuse. They waited
(photos 1 and 2) as
acrane broughta
segment within
reach (3), then
bolted it near the
dome’s center (4).
Each (5) then slid
down the arc of the
segment to its outer
foot (right), gentled
that into place, then
bolted it (6).

By Wednesday
morning, they were
adding pieces to the
top (inset photos,
below). Additional
photo on page 1.

Website NYC10044 photos
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Mayoral Candidates Seek Islander Votes in September 13 Primary

The Main Street WIRE invited Democratic
candidates in the September 13 primary for Mayor,
Borough President, and the City Council District 5
seat to submit campaign statements oriented to
residents of Roosevelt Island. (Invitations were
e-mailed, and were also made available on
Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/temp/primary.html.)
Responses were received from the candidates on
this page and the next three pages.

Starting Wednesday night

Debates Scheduled
For Councilmember
And Mayor Primary

Democratic candidates seeking the opportunity to chal-
lenge Mayor Michael Bloomberg will debate Wednesday
night (August 31) at the Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter. The session, set for 8:00 p.m., will be moderated by
former RIRA President Matthew Katz, and is sponsored
by the Residents Association and Roosevelt Island Hous-
ing Management Corporation (RIHMC).

RIRA Vice President Margie Smith saysthat Fernando
Ferrer, Gifford Miller, and Anthony Weiner have agreed
to appear and, at press time, was awaiting word from C.
VirginiaFields.

A debate for candidates contending for the District 5
City Council seat is set for Tuesday night of the follow-
ing week (September 6), also at 8:00, and also at the Good
Shepherd Center. For that event, Smith says that Jessica
Lappin, Dan Quart, and Erik Cesnik have accepted the
invitation. At presstime, she waswaiting for word from
another candidate, George Spitz.

The debate format calls for 90-second opening state-
ments, a series of questions by the moderator with one-
minute answers, then audience questions and, finally, clos-
ing statements. Each event is expected to last 90 min-
utes.

Some candidates who have campaigned on Roosevelt
Island over the summer have expressed afeeling that, at
least for certain offices, Roosevelt | sland votes could put
acandidate over the top. Inthe case of the mayoral race,
Miller’'s strategy is said to be to force a run-off with the
presumed front-runner, Ferrer. Because Miller, the City
Council Speaker, iswell known here asthe Island'srepre-
sentative on the City Council, Island votes are consid-
ered crucial to his success.

Letters-Brooks from page 2

| am not an engineer. However, | know for afact thereare
basicimprovementsthat can be madeimmediately (they seem
like pretty easy solutions).

» Anti-pigeon gel (I haveit on my window ledges; it really
works).

» Steam-clean the concrete overhang/awning and put up a
wire. What isthe big deal ?

* | see the top of the overhang/awning has some sort of
anti bird spikes (although | see pigeons between the spikes)

It must be mating or nesting season —you hear little birds
chirping and cooing and see them pooping. Our subway
station is not a bird sanctuary. | think these photos taken a
few weeks ago on awarm Saturday afternoon will tell the
whole story.

| also know for afact that another resident, Vicki Feinmel,
is also on the “pigeon warpath” and has been in contact
withyou. I’m sure your maintenance workers can find much
more valuable work to do than cleaning up pigeon poop! It
can’t be healthy for anyone cleaning this mess up daily, can
it?

So, besides chronically “out of service” escalators and
elevators, we haveto try and avoid getting pooped on daily
—great, just great!.

L ooking forward to your reply.

Joan Brooks

TotheEditor:
| wouldn’t mind seeing Dark Water again. | didn’t find
anything wrong with the way the film made Roosevelt |s-
land a“slum.” | found it very entertaining that it chose 540
Main Street asafocal point. | grew up on Roosevelt Island,
| lived there from 1976-2000 and, as amatter of fact, in 540
Main Street. My only problemwas| wasfocusing on al the
scenic shots throughout the movie and | didn’t pay atten-
tion to the plot... (such islife). After talking to family and
friendswho saw the film, they felt the Island was portrayed
inadark, miserable, and ghettoish film. Inmy opinion (don’t
get upset), Roosevelt I1sland became ghettoish a long time
ago, so | don't see why they would get upset. It'sonly a
movie....right?
EricNedball

Gifford
Miller

Speaker, City Council

My nameis Gifford Miller and I’m running for mayor of
New York because | believe this City needs new leadership
and anew direction.

When you look at our past, New York has always suc-
ceeded because New York was aways reinventing and re-
newing itself to keep up with changing times. But that’s not
happening right now because we have amayor who'sacare-
taker mayor with no real vision or ideas for where he wants
to take this City in the next four years.

| know wherel want to lead this City. InaMiller Adminis-
tration, class sizeswill be reduced, our subwayswill runon
time, renters will receive much-needed tax relief, and our
City will get itsfair share from Albany and Washington.

Mike Bloomberg's bureaucratic reshuffling and high-
stakes testing is not the way to improve our schools. We
know what works, and it’s not as complicated as someclaim
itis. Improving our schools means reducing class size, re-
taining quality teachers, ensuring safe schools and provid-
ing auniversal after-school program. | have areal plan for
reducing class size by as much as 20 percent across the
board — and away to pay for it.

Fixing our subwayscan't wait. \WWe' vegot to get our trains
running on time and upgrade the system’s Prohibition-era
equipment. We also need to place subway security in the
hands of the NYPD. We can't trust the M TA bureaucratsto
balance their booksright, so why arewe going to trust them
with our saf ety and security? Our ridersare paying morefor
less, and inaMiller Administration that will change.

Two-thirdsof New Yorkersarerenters, and morethan one
quarter — 540,000 househol ds— pay morethan 50 percent of
theirincomeinrent. Thisisacrisis, and we havejust found
out that rents have skyrocketed to an all time high. | have
has proposed creating a renter’s tax credit of 3 percent of
annual rent for individuals making lessthan $100,000 ayear.
The credit would total up to $1,000. | have also proposed
doubling thelocal Earned IncomeTax Credit, resultinginthe
average credit increasing to more than $2,400.

Eachyear, New York City’staxpayers send $24 billionmore
to Albany and Washington than we get back. Schools,
healthcare and affordable housing are @l shortchanged. As
Mayor, | will do something thisMayor hasn’t: I'll stand up
to the Republican leadership and demand our fair share.

As Speaker, | havefought tirelessly for New York’s priori-
ties. | stopped Mike Bloomberg from cutting hundreds of
millions of dollarsfor healthcare, child care, college scholar-
ships, programs for seniors, and HIV/AIDS prevention. |
also worked to create New York City’sfirst Earned Income
Tax Credit, and passed legislation to protect children from
the dangers of lead paint, require hospital sto provide emer-
gency contraception to sexual assault victims and bring a
living wageto 50,000 workers.

I’ve proven | can get results as Speaker, and will get re-
sults as Mayor.

Letters-Klesh from page 2

bi shing the meditation steps, restoring the stonework along
the river, replacing the small wooden “footbridges’ up by
the Lighthouse, replacing and painting the wooden borders
in Lighthouse Park, patching holes on the eastern walkways,
installing more planters around Eastwood, cleaning up and
painting the community bulletin boards, and now continu-
ing the projects of the Motorgate el evator renovation and z-
brick replacement in front of Manhattan Park are all welcome
signs, | hope, of more good things to come. Herb Berman
deserves a big “kudos’ for taking these steps to help re-
store our pridein the Island!

Finally, however, | am also saddened to see that vandal-
ism continueson the Island —aslap in the face to those of us
who live here and appreciate the Island’s resources and
beauty. | have noticed that graffiti now coversvarious parts
of Lighthouse Park including the west-facing cement
benches, some of the same red wooden walls that were just
painted, and the Lighthouse itself — an Island Landmark.
These outrages must be stopped through more frequent
Public Safety patrolsof Lighthouse Park, better lighting (i.e.
get the lights working at the base of the Lighthouse so that
itisnot obscured in darkness), and an immediate cleanup of
graffiti to discourageits spread (asisdonein Central Park).
| truly hope that Herb Berman and RIOC will clean up and
stop this disturbing trend before it gets out of hand so that
the efforts to improve the Island will not have been in vain.

Kevin Klesh

Anthony
Weiner

Member of Congress

Hi. I’'mAnthony Weiner and | want to tell youwho | am,
and why | am running for Mayor.

| grew up in Brooklyn. My mom taught in our public
schools—my Dad hung a shingle outside our home. | went
toour public schoals. | graduated from PS39, JHS 51, Brook-
lyn Tech, and the State University of New York. | served as
an aide to Chuck Schumer, our great Senator. | then served
for seven yearsin the City Council, and for thelast 7¥2years
I’ ve represented Brooklyn and Queensin the United States
Congress.

Today, I’m running for mayor because | don’t think any-
oneislooking out for regular people.

Let metell you some of my specificideas.

| think the middle classis getting squeezed. I'm the only
candidate with aplan to cut incometaxes 10% for everyone
making $150,000 ayear or |ess.

I’m committed to making government moreefficient — cut-
ting or reprogramming taxpayer dollars going to the worst
performing 5% of City programsevery year.

I will focuslikealaser beam on our schools. My mother —
who taught in our public schools for 31 years — left the
system because she was convinced we were moving in the
wrong direction. We cannot afford to let bad management
drive our best teachers to retire early or leave for jobs at
suburban schools.

We need to pay teachers more. We may not ever be able
to pay them what they truly deserve, but they should get a
raise. We need a curriculum that gets back to the basics,
that lets teachers teach and gives principals the power to
impose disciplinein the classroom so every child canlearn.

Andfinally, fighting for hardworking New Yorkers means
putting New York in charge of itsfuture. Albany and Wash-
ington have proven that they aren’'t reliable partnersin our
effortstoimproveall five boroughs. Soit’stimethat wetake
back control of the things that matter most to New Yorkers.

I will fight to take back control of the MTA and our sub-
ways. Most of the MTA's revenue comes from the five
boroughs, but the agency spreads that funding all around
the State. That meansthat aboard controlled by the Gover-
nor and the surrounding counties is raising subway and
busfareson New Yorkers, while using City straphangersto
subsidize transportation elsewhere in the State. AsMayor,
I’ll take control of the MTA so that we can restore our sub-
ways, and keep them secure.

Beyond that, it'stime that we fought for aNew York City
Bill of Rights—to ensure that Albany stops short-changing
us. The City should be able to reduce the costs of tickets
and fines without having to seek Albany’s permission. Al-
bany should not be able to prevent us from ensuring that
the City has adequate middle-classhousing. And we should
be able to create innovative solutions to our heath-care cri-
sis without getting permission from the State bureaucracy.

| have awhole agenda of ideas that I'd like you to know
about — | put them on my website www.anthonyweiner.com —
ideasfor providing more peoplewith health insurance, fight-
ing crime, and making sure we do something about the dis-
grace of 500,000 children needing emergency food last year
inour City.

So | will beadifferent kind of Democrat. And | will make
you two promises.

First, my administration will be about offering New York-
ersreal solutions.

| am the only candidate with amiddle-classtax cut of 10%.
| am the only candidate to propose budget reform to save
billions by cutting ineffective spending. And | have aplan
to give great teachers araise and put discipline back in our
schools. If you arelooking for aDemocrat with adifferent
approach, | am your guy.

Second, | won't forget where | come from or who | am
fighting for. | will fight for the hardworking people of New
York City everyday.

Four generations ago, my family came here and worked
hard and dreamed big dreams. We oweit to all of those who
came before us, and everyone working hard now to makeit,
to keep building a City that is getting better: a City that's
safe, prosperous and full of opportunity.

Thank you.

The Public Safety Blotter for the first half of August is now
available on Website NYC10044, at nyc10044.com, with this
issue of The WIRE. When the August 16-30 information

becomes available, it will also be posted with this issue.
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LFI.;.:;- Brian Ellner

J— N

| am anative New Yorker with fond memoriesof taking the
Tram to Roosevelt Island for tennis matches when | was
younger. | am grateful for the opportunity to tell you alittle
about myself, and my plans for the borough.

I’m running for Borough President because, whilewelive
in avibrant and diverse City, we are facing an affordability
crisis that threatens to destroy what makes this Borough
unigue.

Affordable housing has been central tomy life. My grand-
parentslived on Rivington Street, in what used to be called
a“tenement.” Today it'sreferred to asa“luxury walk-up.” |
grew up in Stuyvesant Town. My mother worked incredibly
hard but, without rent control, | would never have had the
chanceto grow up in this City.

I will not stand by while M anhattan becomes nothing more
than an outdoor mall for multi-millionaires. And I will not
stand by while Roosevelt | sland risks|osing existing afford-
able housing through Mitchell-Lamabuyouts, and while the
remaining open space on the Island is sold off to devel opers
insweetheart deals. Every timepoliticianssidewith wealthy
developersinstead of us, it meansthat teachers, firefighters,
police officers, nurses, senior citizens, peoplewith disabili-
ties, and young families are forced to move away. When
that happens, we all lose.

My first priority in officewill bethe creation and preserva-
tion of quality affordable housing throughout the borough.
| called for the use of Battery Park City Authority moniesto
be used for their intended purpose — the creation of new
affordable housing —over ayear beforethe Mayor addressed
the issue, and will be avigilant watchdog to make sure that
this promise is kept. | have stood up for guaranteed 30%
permanently affordable housing in all rezoning plans, and
repeal of the Urstadt Law and areturn to homeruleto save
rent regulation. | believe we must both expand SCRIE to
include people with disabilities and further increase the in-
comeedligibility for the program, and that the 421aincentive
program is out-dated and in need or reform.

My plan will addressthe aff ordable-housing crisisin many
neighborhoods, but because of Roosevelt Island’s unique
governing structure and the role RIOC playsintheisland’'s
development, it will not be enough. We need to stem the
flow of buildingsfrom the Mitchell-L ama program, and must
also find away to both offer tenantstheright of first refusal
in Mitchell-Lamabuyoutsand create an opportunity for them
to get low interest loans to make that purchase areality.

At atime when we face an administration in Washington
that seeks to end public support of housing and the Sec-
tion 8 program, and an administration in Albany that often
seems to treat Roosevelt Island as an afterthought at best,
the City and the Borough President must be amore forceful
advocate for the community.

As Borough President, | will be an active voice for the
preservation of affordable housing and sensible develop-
ment on Roosevelt 1sland, and will monitor the activities of
RIOC, speaking out against unjust actions.

We need a new approach to development throughout
Manhattan, one that does not stand against all develop-
ment, but rather focuses on the needs of neighborhoods,
and on bettering the lives of the people who have built them.
Thisis nowhere more true than in Roosevelt |sland.

Aswe devel op, we must make sure that we are providing
what the community needs. We must ensure that schools
and youth centers are built, and that we promote economic
development that truly benefits the community. We also
must create open space and parkland, and reexamine the
Open Space Law in light of recent court decisions. | am
excited by the advent of RI-311.com, and will work with the
community to evaluate current levels of service and ensure
that we both plan for the future and implement these plans.

I’m concerned about the role that the State and quasi-
public agencies are playing in the direction of development
of our Borough. Thereisaneed for reform of RIOC, and |
will work with the community to address these issues.

Finally, I will fight to protect equal rightsfor all New York-
ers. Whether ensuring equal rights for the LGBT commu-
nity, combating racial disparitiesin health care, ensuring the
full accessibility of our transportation system, or fighting
for women’srights| will beatirelessadvocatefor civil rights.

Margarita
Lopez

Member, City Council

| am running for Borough President because I'm inter-
ested in preserving the Manhattan that has attracted the
best and brightest from near and far — the Manhattan of
dreams and myth that we have made our home.

As Councilmember for District 2, | have fought for new
equipment in schools, funded programsto combat HIV/AIDS
for women of color, secured funding for the first-ever Girls
Clubin New York State, authored the bill to stop stray volt-
age on our streets by Con Edison, and fought for equal
access for the elderly and disabled.

And while I’'m proud of these and other steps |’ ve taken,
as Borough President | can make great strides, doing even
more for both islands — Manhattan and Roosevelt.

| share your concern over the lack of affordable housing
for peoplewho make $20,000, $50,000 and even $70,000 dol -
larsayear. | will tacklethiscrisishead on and work towards
ensuring comprehensive planning — not failed piecemeal
approaches — so that the needs of every neighborhood are
met from the very beginning. The creation of affordable
housing can happen. | know because, since 1978, | haveled
efforts to create more than 2,000 affordable housing units
throughout the Lower East Side.

The Borough President must pay special attention to the
transportation problems throughout Manhattan and
Roosevelt Island. Unfortunately, thereisaprofound lack of
commitment to this issue, specifically in building the 2nd
Avenue subway — it must be built. And | will fight Albany
and Washington for much needed money to build new lines
and fix the antiquated systems already in place. Without
efficient mass transit, workers cannot get to their jobs and
the economy slows down.

As your Borough President, | will use capital dollars to
ensure public hospitals have state-of-the-art technologies.
Proper infrastructure in public hospitals means that New
Yorkerscan receive quality health care, regardl ess of whether
they have insurance or not. The Borough President must
have adeep understanding of the role of hospitalsasavital
economic engine, and how best to utilize capital funding to
ensure that our hospitals are performing at their highest
levels.

Goldwater Hospital is particularly unique, sinceit isthe
only public hospital in NY C that has long-term care for the
disabled and treats catastrophic illnesses. Once treated,
some of these people could be discharged, but because they
have no home — often, the lack of wheelchair-accessible
apartments — people remain in the hospital for years and
years. The Borough President must fight towards making
sure these disabled people become a priority for NY CHA
retrofit apartments. Doing so will help people, the hospital,
and the Island.

| will also work with the Mayor to resolve the problem of
sanitation, including looking into new technologiesthat cre-
ate clean energy. The Borough President must monitor the
sanitation problems very closely and work with the Queens
Borough President to ensure special attention is paid for
Roosevelt Island residents and businesses. Unless there's
an advocate for Roosevelt Island in the budget process,
City services don't reach them in the same proportion.

The Borough President must embrace the Island and en-
sure it receives the same treatment and benefits that
Manhattanites enjoy. Incredibly, most people don't realize
that Roosevelt Island is a part of Manhattan. Personally, |
am very familiar with the Island — its hospital, people, and
challenges — from my 12 years as an outreach worker with
the homeless, mentally ill, and disabled populations.

However, because Manhattan elected officials haven’t
always paid adequate attention to the issues that affect
Roosevelt Island, it does not enjoy the same benefits as
Manhattan. For instance, as Borough President, | will advo-
cate for more tourism, highlighting the Roosevelt Island
Tram, as well as the only landmarked “ruin” (the leprosy
hospital) inthe U.S.

The next Borough President must have asolid record and
areal grasp of the issues affecting every neighborhood. |
am that candidate. | will play a key role in rezoning and
historic preservation. My ideas, such as the City’s only
cultural improvement district, located in the East Village, will
enhance every community; and the creation of an anti-dis-
placement unit in the Borough President’s office will ensure
we aren’t priced out of our homes. | will not settle for “it
can’t be done.” (Please visit my website,
www.margaritalopez.com for moreinformation).

| have the vision, passion, and experience to make areal
difference and | would be honored to have your vote on
September 13 for Manhattan Borough President.

Candidates for Manhattan Borough President Make Their Pitch for September 13 Primary Votes From

Carlos
Manzano

Member, City Council

-
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For the past 18 years, | have lived in Midtown on the
Westside of Manhattan. | have proudly served the people
of New York City holding elected and appointed officesand
working within City agencies and organizations.

My parents brought meto New York City at the age of 16.
They provided me with strong family values, a sense of re-
sponsibility, concern for others, and a strong work ethic.
They also stressed theimportance of education. After gradu-
ating Martin Van Buren High School in Queens, | continued
my education and earned aBachelor’s Degreein 1992 from
Queens Collegewhile concurrently working full timeonWall
Street.

While working in private and public sector jobs such as
serving as an Assistant Commissioner at the Department of
Youth and Community Development, as a teacher’s assis-
tant for the New York City Board of Education, asarecertifier
for Section 8 Housing and as a technology specialist work-
ing on citywide projects — | continued my studies and re-
ceived aMaster’sDegreein Public Administration from New
York University in 2003.

Presently, | hold the elected office of Democratic State
Committeeman and Democratic County Committeeman. |
have served on Community Board 4 and asaBoard Member
of the Westside Student Outreach Program. | also serve as
aBoard Member of the Hell’sKitchen's Encore Senior Citi-
zen Center.

Most importantly, for thelast 12 years| have had the honor
of serving as President of the McManus Midtown Demo-
cratic Association, an organization | have been a part of
since 1987. It wasthisorganization wherel came under the
mentorship of veteran District Leader Jim McManus. This
iswhere | learned how politics and government are inter-
twined and how they can betools for improving the quality
of people'slives.

AsPresident of the McManus Club, | initiated an aggres-
sive program of outreach and community service. The effort
not only increased membership and community participa-
tion, but created innovative programs to help immigrants
achieve citizenship and educate young people as public
policy interns.

| have worked face-to-face with thousands of residents
and continue to assist them with their day-to-day concerns
and solve their problems. The problems they face are the
problems all residents of Manhattan face: security, trans-
portation, traffic, affordable housing, economic development,
funding for education and the arts, day care, senior ser-
vices, healthcare, parks, and theenvironment. | havelearned
that listening isaleader’s most important skill.

Recently, | have been working with the Roosevelt Island
Youth Program to help preserveits funding and to continue
to enhance those programs that impact on the children and
familiesliving on Roosevelt Island.

Asyour next Manhattan Borough President, | will tackle
al these issues and use the power of the office—and thisis
apowerful office—toimprovethe quality of your lives. | will
be in charge of overseeing New York City’s budget, advo-
cating Manhattan’s needs by developing an annual budget
statement with the 12 Community Boards and by lobbying
for borough needs and service restorations. | will allocate
funds to important services by using the $13.7 million dol-
larsthe Borough President has control over. And |, together
with my appointees to key City agencies, will aways have
your best interests in mind.

You can learn more about me, my positions and my cam-
paign by logging onto www.Manzano.org. On Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13, | ask you for your support and your voteso | can
serve and represent you as your next Manhattan Borough
President.

Eastwood from page 1

ments vs those underutilizing three-bedroom and four-bed-
room units as divisive and unequal treatment. Attorney
Joseph agreed, but said, “ This has been a negotiation. We
got everything we could.” Doryne Isley, General Manager
of Roosevelt Island Housing Management, said occupants
of only about 21 apartments are likely to be adversely af-
fected by the surcharge/downsize requirement. She said
the landlord feelsthat larger families should have an oppor-
tunity to occupy the larger apartments.



Eva
Moscowitz

Member, City Council

L et me start with asimple fact that otherswon't tell you:
the Borough Presidency may not be the most powerful of-
fice in New York, but it will be extremely valuable to the
residents of Roosevelt Island —if the right person holds the
job. | hopeyou'll agreethat I'm that person.

| would like to be the problem-solver-in-chief for all of
Manhattan. Asyour next Borough President, | will work to
make City agencies moreresponsive, and to do thework the
public depends on them for. | have spoken to scores of
Roosevelt Island residents during my six-year tenure on the
City Council and over the last several months of my cam-
paign who aretired of getting the run-around from City agen-
cies. They aretired of “bad government” —government that
lacks urgency about your immediate need for Mitchell-Lama
and other affordable housing programs, public safety, tran-
sSit access, or better schools.

As your next Borough President, | look forward to con-
tinuing “ bottom-up” policy-making practices. Inmy six years
on the Council, | havefound that by far the most meaningful
and effective policy ideas comedirectly from my work inthe
community. If elected, | plan to develop, solicit input for,
and hold hearings on athree-year plan to:

* Significantly curb the tide of demolition, deregulation,
and mass eviction in Mitchell-Lama and other affordable
housing units.

* Broaden the City’s subsidies for affordable housing to
include middle and moderate-income.

» Streamline application process for low, moderate, and
middle income housing units and subsidies. Prospective
tenants should be able to apply, and to check up on the
status of housing applications online.

» Develop amoreambitioustarget for new affordable hous-
ing units in the Borough.

As your next Borough President, | also plan to continue
my passionate commitment to public education. AsChair of
the Council’s Education Committee, | have considered it my
responsibility to worry about all 1,356 schoolsin the City.
As Borough President | will concentrate on Manhattan’'s
200 schools. On the Island, | plan to focus on expanding
early childhood education; resurrecting the “forgotten sub-
jects’ of art, science, and sports; ensuring equitable access
to after-school programs such as chess and school newspa-
pers, and advocating for students in non-traditional aca-
demic programs — those with special needs, those in voca-
tional programs, gifted and talented students, and students
returning to the school system from juvenile detention.

About me: | am alife-long New Yorker who attended PS
36, PS 6, and Stuyvesant High School, where | met my hus-
band, Eric Grannis. | grew up in the same one-bedroom
apartment where Eric and | now live with our six-year-old
son, Culver (a second-grader at PS 290); our 2Y2-year-old
son, Dillon; and our one-year-old daughter Hannah.

| hold aPh.D. from Johns Hopkins University and earned
a B.A. with honors at the University of Pennsylvania. |
taught history as a Professor at the University of Virginia,
Vanderbilt University, and CUNY. From 1996to 1999, | was
the Chair of the Faculty Seminar in American Studiesat Co-
lumbia University. Prior to my election to the Council, |
served as the Executive Director of ReadNet, a children’s
literacy organization, and taught civics and managed | eader-
ship programsat Prep for Prep, aprogram for gifted minority
students.

Wherewe' reheaded: Over thelast several months, | have
worked closely with Roosevelt Island community activists
on anumber of issues, and | look forward to continuing our
work. Together, we' ve secured ahistoric library expansion,
demanded amore responsive public-safety unit, and brought
much-needed capital dollars to area schools. | also share
your concerns about recent attempts to sell out Roosevelt
Island to speculators. Potential developers are ignoring
longstanding contracts between the City and State. The
Roosevelt Island General Devel opment Plan mandates per-
centages of affordable housing, yet these speculators are
ignoring the vision of Roosevelt Island as a planned com-
munity with low, middle, and highincome New Yorkers co-
residing. More specifically, | am working with the State
Comptroller’s office to prevent the Westview buy out.

It has been my honor to spend so much time on Roosevelt
Island during my candidacy to be Manhattan's next Bor-
ough President and during my tenure on the City Council. If
elected, | look forward to serving you with the tenacity, en-
thusiasm and vigor that have become my trademarks. Too
many people don’t know that Roosevelt Idand is actualy a
part of Manhattan, and theissues of the dand arefar too often
overlooked. | will makeit apriority to ensurethat they aren't.
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Bill Perkins

Member, City Council

Throughout my life, | have been aconsistent, ardent, and
aggressive fighter for basic justice, equality, and to make
City government moreresponsiveto the people. Asaneigh-
borhood |eader, tenant leader, and City Council leader, I've
fought to knock down barriersand to give every singlechild
the same chance to succeed that | was given and every
parent the same confidence that my mother had — that
through hard work and opportunity their children can achieve
anything.

While my parents and grandparents didn’t have much fi-
nancially, they taught me about hard work, discipline, and
provided me with the opportunity to get a good education,
graduate from Brown University, and now servethreeterms
in the City Council. Throughout all the success, | have
never lost connection to the people nor forgotten the road |
have traveled.

It'swhy | fought to open up City government, empower
Community Boards, and make government more responsive
to the needs of neighborhoods. It's why | fought long and
hard for The Childhood Lead Paint Poisoning Prevention
Act of 2004 to protect children from the deadly —and irre-
versible—effects of lead in their homes. New York now has
the best preventions in the country.

It'swhy I’ vefought against giving the billionaire Jets $600
million in this tough fiscal environment to build afootball
stadium when there are so many other unfunded projects
that truly meet the publicinterest. AsaCity Councilmember,
I’ve provided funding for libraries and computer technol-
ogy centers in our public schools; helped safeguard the
health of children and adults by fighting asthma, infant and
maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS, and cancer and by making
quality health care more accessible; and |led the fight against
rats on our streets.

It'swhy | have worked to protect tenants from unscrupu-
lous landlords and provide affordable housing. When ten-
antswere being illegally evicted from their homes, | fought
side-by-side with them, exposed a nationwide scandal, and
provided the opportunity for the tenants to own their own
homes.

And it'swhy, when peaceful demonstrators rallying dur-
ing the Republican National Convention last summer were
wrongly arrested, held in unsafe conditions, and denied ba-
sic rights, | was the first to hold hearings and expose the
abuses. It'swhy | spoke out early and loud against the War
in Iraq and introduced The Patriot Act Resol ution that man-
dates that anti-terrorism laws and policies that are imple-
mented in New York do not infringe upon the fundamental
rightsand liberties of New Yorkers.

Andthisyear, | joined with Councilmembersfrom Boston,
Chicago, and around the country to launch “Cities for
Progress” — a new nationwide network of locally-elected
officials and community-based activists working to create
national change at the local level. It wasborn out of Cities
for Peace, aproject which hel ped pass nearly 200 City Coun-
cil resolutions opposed to the invasion of Irag, citing local
costs.

| am running for Manhattan Borough President to improve
our schools, provide accessible healthcare and affordable
housing, promote our cultural institutions, and continue my
lifetime fight to knock down barriers, create opportunities,
and end discrimination.

Democrats have lost many recent elections because vot-
ersdidn’t think they stood for anything. People have never
doubted where | stand. | will stand up for those now being
shut out. | stand for protecting tenants in Mitchell-Lama
housing and improving mass transit. | stand for opening
doors and protecting neighborhoods; providing for our chil-
dren and senior citizens; supporting the arts and culture
and the thingsthat make our City great. | will bean activist
voice—an advocate for hard-working New Yorkerswho just
want a fair share, a chance to succeed and a strong vision
for New York’sfuture.

I know that working together we can make government
work better for all of us. All we needisthevisionto seeit,
theleadership to fight for it and the determination to makeit
happen. So let us choose a new path to recapture our fu-
ture. We owe it to ourselves and those who will follow us.

| ask for your support. Together, wewill make adifference
for familiestoday, and for generationsto come.
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Scott
Stringer

Member of Assembly

My name is Scott Stringer and I’m running for Borough
President because | believe the next Borough President is
going to have to defend our City in away that we've never
had to defend it before.

| want to use the office’s greatest powers: land use, zon-
ing, housing, and economic development, to fight for our
ability to livein Manhattan. It's amazing now, when we're
surrounded by all thiswealth, to think back just afew years
when there were huge swaths of land in Manhattan where
no one wanted to move. But people did move here. And
from Tribeca to Washington Heights, they built these com-
munities into places where everyone in the world wants to
live.

And suddenly now those pioneers — the artists, actors,
teachers, students, and police officers, are being priced out
of the neighborhoods they helped to create. That's not
right and that’s not fair.

| want to be Borough President because | want to protect
New York City for the people who made it the center of the
universe. | want to make sure their children are not priced
out. | want the dream of coming to thiscity to be affordable
for thosewho will comelater.

We don’'t want to shut people out because the entrance
feetoour city isamillion-dollar apartment.

We have the opportunity to use the devel opment happen-
ing across Manhattan to negotiate agreements that meet
the needs of our communities. As Borough President, I'll
work to set aside at |east 30% of new developments for af -
fordable housing for low and middle-income families. And
I'll fight to see that incentives are granted to include day-
care centers, park space, and school repairs.

| have a plan to reform and empower our community
boards, so we can begin comprehensive community-based
planning borough-wide.

| want to use my vote on the pension fund to direct $450
million towards the creation of affordable housing.

And | have a plan to create a Borough President Youth
Sports League, to give our kids a safe aternative to the
streets.

| recognizethelimited powersof the office. 1t meansyou
can't “go it alone” as Borough President. You need to be
independent, but you also need to work with others to get
results. | learned thiswell in my successful effort to pass
thefirst rules reformsto hit Albany in ageneration.

| maintained my independence, | stood up to Albany lead-
ers, | took the heat... but it isn’t always about how you start
—it'sabout how you finish. And the reason we succeeded,
ultimately, was because we built acoalition of good govern-
ment groups like the Brennan Center, 27 of my Democratic
colleagues, as well as the entire Republican conference to
pass real reforms, including the end of empty-seat voting.

The same thing goes for the office of Borough President.
The Community Boardscan beaforceonly if you canforge
often-difficult compromises and bring about consensus. You
can have influence on the pension fund, but only if you can
foster relationshipswith the Comptroller and the other Bor-
ough Presidents. And | believe that my record shows that
I’ ve taken independent stands, time and again, but | don’t
do it in a way that alienates people or prevents me from
making progress. | got results in Albany, and | can get
results for Manhattan.

I’m proud to have the endorsements of Congressman Jerry
Nadler, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, New York's
Teachers, the Working Families Party, and many other pro-
gressive groupsand elected officials. | hopel canearnyour
support on September 13.

Rivercross from page 1

cording to Hammer, 47 applicants remain on the list from
1991 — 16 for one-bedroom units, 27 for two-bedroom units,
and 4 for three-bedroom units.

Under the rules of the lottery, which is governed by New
York State Mitchell-Lamaregul ations and supervised by the
State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR),
household income must meet guidelines both at the time of
application and at thetime an apartment isawarded, afactor
which would cause some attrition in the available applicant
list over time. According to the announcement inthe July 30
WIRE, “Household members must be residing together and
meet the household composition requirements at the time of
application and at the time of apartment availability. No
substitutions will be accepted.”
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Candidates for the City Council District 5 Seat Make Their Case

Eric Cesnik

Eric Cesnik isaprogressive Democrat whowill bring cour-
age, vision, and anew kind of leadership to City Hall. As
the son of a social worker and a nurse, Eric learned at a
young age the importance of serving his community. An
honors graduate of Dartmouth College and Harvard Law
School, he put those lessons to work as a member of the
Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, where he protected clientsfrom
slumlords and fought to collect overdue child-support pay-
ments.

In 2000, Eric made District 5 his home and began work
negotiating high profile business deals at the prestigious
New York City law firm, Latham & WatkinsLLP. Continuing
his pro bono work in the City, Eric successfully represented
aclient who was originally denied assistance from FEMA
after 9/11. In 2003, inspired by Howard Dean’'s message
about standing up to George W. Bush and about bringing
more people into the political process, Eric took aleave of
absence from his law firm to work for Dean’s presidential
campaign. Asamember of Dean’'s campaign staff, Eric saw
firsthand that positive change occurswhen | eaderstake prin-
cipled stands on issues that matter and empower communi-
tiesto becomeinvolvedinissuesthat areimportant to them.

Eric has a history of fighting and winning for the right
causes. As our new City Council representative, Eric will
fight to improve our education system; he believesthat it is
timeto stop talking about fixing our schools and take action
to actually reduce class size, increase teacher pay, and im-
prove graduation rates. Hewill fight for better, cleaner, and
safer transportation, including a 2nd Avenue Subway, ex-
pansion of the city’s hybrid vehicle program, and the cre-
ation of bike lanes. He will advocate for more aggressive
oversight of the M TA to ensure that the M TA wisely spends
funds available — but never used — to protect commuters
fromterrorism. And Eric will stand up to requirethat devel-
opers act responsibly and build more affordable housing.

Eric recognizesthat Roosevelt Island isamodel commu-
nity, one with specific issuesthat need to be addressed. He
believesthat the people who choose the community leaders
on the Island should be the residents, not a corporate board.
AsCity Council Representative, hewill introduce aresolu-
tion to the Council that calls on the governor of New York
State to give Roosevelt Island residents theright to vote for
their own leaders, an action that is long overdue. Also, as
more buildings on Roosevelt Island leave the Mitchell-Lama
program, Eric will demand that the new buildings contain
affordable apartments and he will fight to preserve the di-
versity that makes our community strong. Furthermore, Eric
will advocate keeping the parks and other community facili-
ties free and open and will push for funding for a police
substation.

Eric has the courage to take a stand for New Yorkers on
the issues that matter most and the vision to see New York
City not just as it is, but as it could be. He does not owe
favors to political bosses, lobbyists, PACs or rea estate
donors. Anindependent voice, Eric will bring anew kind of
leadership to the City Council, one that isn't beholden to
entrenched special interests or apolitical machine that puts
cronyism ahead of constituents. Eric believes that the an-
swers to the issues that face our district and our city come
from theresidents, not from City Hall, and hewill work hard
to keep us informed and involved.

Please visit Eric’s campaign headquarters on Second Av-
enue, between 88th and 89th Street, or his website,
www.cesnik2005.com, to learn more about him and hiscampaign
and to share your views.

Votefor Eric Cesnik on September 13. Courage. Vision. A
New Kind of Leader.

Two great
Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds

Jessica
Lappin

This fall, Roosevelt Island residents have an important
decisionto make: they will elect anew City Councilmember.
I am running for the City Council because | havethe experi-
ence, energy, and ideas to be an effective advocate for our
community.

| know that Roosevelt Island has always been a specia
placetolive, work, andraiseafamily. It'saplacewhere New
Yorkersof all ethnic and economic backgrounds have come
together to form an exceptional and unique community.

Over the past seven years, | have come to know many
Idand residentsthrough my work with Speaker Gifford Miller.
| have helped countless constituents and tenants, while
fighting to protect the history and character of the Island.

Together, wetackled critical issueslike protecting afford-
able housing and improving public education. As Speaker
Miller'sDistrict Chief of Staff, | have:

» Worked with tenants in Eastwood, Island House,
Westview, and Rivercross, as these buildings face the pos-
sibility of coming out of the Mitchell-Lamaprogram;

* Partnered PS/I S 217 with the Lincoln Center Institute to
add an arts-based curriculum to our schools;

» Worked with the MTA and East Side elected officialsto
bring the Tram into the Metrocard system;

* Convinced DOT to changetheir policy when Access-A-
Ride refused to pick up disabled Island residents and bring
them into Manhattan;

» Worked with RIRA, the Youth Center, the Senior Asso-
ciation, the Disabled Association, and countless other
groups to enhance and improve your quality of life;

» Worked with RISK to address public safety concernson
the Island;

* Successfully fought to preserve the Island’'s garbage-
disposal system against the Mayor’s budget cuts to AVAC;
and

* Helped secure funding in the City budget to expand the
Roosevelt ISland Public Library.

With your support, | will continueto make adifferencefor
our community.

Keeping Housing Affordable

After spending countless evenings at meetings in the
Chapel, and working one-on-one with dozens of tenants, |
understand the challenges that residents face and the stress
caused asownerswithdraw from the Mitchell-Lamaprogram.
Sadly, thisproblem isnot uniqueto Roosevelt ISland. Across
the City, working familiesare being forced out of their homes.

First and foremost, our elected leaders must push to pro-
tect the affordable housing units that already exist. That
means pushing Albany for home rule on housing legisla-
tion. The City Council, not legislators from upstate, should
havethe power to renew rent regul ation, extend the Mitchell-
Lama program, and address our local housing crisis.

But protecting what we have is not enough. Asthecity’s
population continues to grow, the City Council must find
creativeways, likeInclusionary Zoning and city tax credits,
to create new affordable housing units.

Strengthening our Public Schools

As a graduate of Stuyvesant High School, | know how
important it isto reduce class size. We know that children
can't learn and teachers can't teach in overcrowded and
crumbling classrooms; in buildings without working bath-
rooms, gyms, art rooms, or science labs, and in classrooms
that may leak whenit rains.

Over the past five years, funding for our education capital
budget has steadily declined from $7.8 billion to $4.5 billion.
As we learned from the 1970s, deferring maintenance and
delaying investment in our infrastructure is arecipe for di-
saster.

We need to build new schools, modernize existing ones,
and make improving public education atop priority.

Improving Transportation

For too long, Governor Pataki has neglected our subway
system and refused to adequately fund the MTA's capital
plan. Asaresult, serviceontheFtrainline hassuffered. As
your Council Member, | will continue to fight against ser-
vice cutsand fare hikes at the M TA and will advocatefor the
funding we desperately need to maintain and expand our
transportation infrastructure.

| know that Roosevelt | sland has unique problems, needs,
and concerns. Asyour City Council Member, | will do ev-
erything that | can to protect open space, improve your
quality of life, and make Roosevelt Island an even better
placeto call home.

| am proud to have the endorsements of Congresswoman

Dan Quart

My nameis Dan Quart and | am running for City Council
in the 5th Council District.

If | have not met you personally yet, it isn't for lack of
trying: over the past two years, | have knocked on the door
of every registered Democrat in Eastwood, 1sland House,
Westview and Rivercross—twice. Moreimportantly, | have
been there with you to fight to preserve the two things that
make Roosevelt Island such agreat placeto live; affordable
housing and open spaces.

For the last year-and-a-half | have served as Eastwood's
pro bono Attorney, representing numerous tenants on land-
lord-tenant disputes. These cases have ranged from ensur-
ing that succession rights were honored, to defending ten-
ants from being improperly downsized, to preventing the
relocation of tenants to unsuitable apartments. | am appre-
ciative of the trust placed in me by numerous tenants who
saw fit to let mefight for them. |1 am proud of my record of
advocacy — at nights, weekends, on my own time, never
taking adollar from anyone | represented.

Thisyear | also served as RIRA's pro bono attorney with
respect to our lawsuit to stop the Octagon Development.
This was a true team effort, with the leadership of Steve
Marcus and Margie Smith from RIRA, the Environmental
Law Clinic at ColumbiaL aw School, and mysdlf aslead coun-
sel. Ultimately, the Court rejected what | believeto thisday
wasaclear-cut violation of Statelaw. Regardless, | am proud
of our effort to protect open spaces on the Island, while
trying to hold RIOC accountable for what | consider was a
breach of Statelaw. Thefinal chapter on this matter has not
been written.

| want to take my passion for these issues that | have
personally pursued and go to City Hall to fight on a larger
scale. Together, we can work towards amore efficient trans-
portation system; find the money in the City budget to build
apolice sub-station on the Island, and deal directly with the
problems of school overcrowding and teacher retention.

But this race is about more than issues.

| believe that the kind of campaign | have run speaks di-
rectly to the kind of Council Member | will be. | haveraised
the maximum funds allowed for thisrace not only following
the letter but the spirit of campaign-finance law. My dona-
tions have been raised as small contributions from support-
ers throughout the district, many here on Roosevelt Island.
| have taken absolutely no money from anyone having busi-
nesswith the city of New York.

Furthermore, | have run a true grassroots campaign. |
have made a three-year commitment to winning this race
through direct, neighbor-to-neighbor voter contact and
fundraising. | have knocked on over 7,000 doors on
Roosevelt Island and the East Side, for months | have cam-
paigned on the street from dawn until dark, and | have doz-
ens of committed volunteers. | do not need apoll or afocus
group to tell methat public safety servicesare not function-
ing properly, or that tenants do not get the services they
pay for each month, or that RIOC is consistently unrespon-
siveto the community’sneeds; | know thisfrom listening to
you.

| am the only candidate who can be an independent advo-
catefor our community. | amnot looking for headlines; | am
looking for real solutions to our community’s problems. |
have hands-on experience dealing with the everyday issues
that Roosevelt Islanders care about. Just asimportant, when
| am elected, having run a grassroots campaign, | will have
the independence necessary to fight for the community at
large, while standing up for reform at City Hall.

Finally, | want to take this opportunity to say that my work
on Roosevelt Island will continue well after the election is
over. Politicianshaveaway of paying attention to Roosevelt
Island around election time, then passing the buck. You can
be confident from my own record on thisIsland that | will do
no such thing — I have been with you in the past, | am with
you now, and I’ ll bewith you after September 13.

Thank you very much for your time and attention, and |
hope to have your support on Primary Day on September
13

Carolyn Maloney, City Council Speaker Gifford Miller and
Assemblymember Pete Grannis — along with NOW, the
L eague of Conservation Voters, the Central Labor Council,
SEIU Locals 1199 and 32BJ, and many others.

| hope that | can count on your support and ask that you
cast your votefor me on Primary Day, September 13.
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BEGIN
SEPT. 12™

REGISTRATION

6:30 — 8:30 PM
10 AM— 1 PM

THURSDAY SEPT. 8
SATURDAY SEPT. 10

548 MAIN ST. ENTER BEHIND VIDEO STORE

ACTING JAZZ

AEROPUMP MUSICAL THEATRE
BALLET & PRE-BALLET TAP

CREATIVE MOVEMENT YOGA

DANCE & STRETCH NEW FALL WORKSHOPS
HIP HOP & LOTS MORE!

[ CALLFORINFORMATION 212:371-4449 |

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to
your liking. Catering for all occasions.

—

) Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m. P
Ui\ Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight
& FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) &

1B 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island 1

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating - Wallpapering
Expert carpantry = Kitchaen & bathroom renovation = Tile waork
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

* Bonded, dependable, and thoroughly trained.
« You'll get the results you want; we guarantee it.
« We come to your home in uniform, ready to

MOLLY MAID [
. Call today for your FREE in-home customized
~ Eachfranchise consultation & estimate.
independently owned
andopeated. 212-629-4982

www.mollymaid.com
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MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Idland for Over 12 Years
TwiceDaily Monday to Friday

Est 1969

» Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning

* Shirts Laundered

» Expert European Tailoring

» Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
» Storage Available

» Draperies and All Household Items

 Free Pick-up and Delivery

» Concierge or to Your Door

» Storage Available

» Complimentary Laundry Bag
» Convenient Monthly Billing

» Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street « Long Island City « NY « 11101

TEL: 718-729-4566 « FAX: 718-729-4344

CARPET TIME INC.
Carpets e Linoleum ¢ Area Rugs
Professional Installation

Call 718-472-4740

Mon.-Sat. 9-8
Sun. 11-6

Plaza 48 » 34-56 48th St., L.1.C. NY 11101

It's time to register for September
Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Morning and full day programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years
Subsidized full-day Pre-K

Accredited by the Mational Association for the
Education of Young Children

Financial aid still available for September
For more information, call 212-593-0750

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You Have

Furniture
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area Rugs

All Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace Tiles
L ighting
Carpentry
Kitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux Finishes
All Accessories
Closet D :sign

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

212-751-8214

No job too small




ked to brodsky:
ywill bein september and he hasinvited | abate.
5 labate told him the RIOC board, at its early september meeting, will consider releasing hitsman

onference scheduled for tomorrow, friday, aug. 26, with brodsky, grannis and stringer at tram plaza,
e and 59th st. says he will be very upset if you or someone from the wireisn’t there.
call to confirm receipt - 518 421-2121. thanks
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Island Author Gwynne Forster Celebrates 10 Years, 20 Novels
hhdﬁOWhllt
TEVER
AKES

Idlander Gwen Acsadi, writing under the name Gwynne Forster,

In “red lif

it thisway:

isabout to celebrate her 20th novel and her tenth year of writing
fiction. Love Me or Leave Me, a sequel to the best-selling Once
in aLifetime, will be released next month.
€” — outside the world of romance and mainstream
novels—Acsadi isawidely read demographer, who consulted for
the United Nations and traveled to over 60 countries represent-
ing the Secretary-General.

Acsadi/Forster was featured in aMain Sreet WIRE profile by
Francine Lange, available on Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com/
wire/2120fforster.html. There’smoreinformation on her and her fiction
at www.gwynneforster.com.

A pressrelease on her latest work, Whatever It Takes, describes

L acette Graham’stwin sister, Kellie, has been competing with
her sincethey shared acrib. Andin 33 years, nothing has changed
—except the stakes have gotten higher. Instead of vying for baby
toys, Kellie now covets her sister’s success, property, and her
man. As the more vivacious and selfish twin, Kellie uses her
advantage to get what she wants, and she wants plenty. When
their parents separate, and their maternal grandmother dies and
wills each twin valuable jewelry, Kellie's manipulation reaches
new heights— as attempts to make more than one man prey to her
machinations. And Lacetteis more of atarget than ever.

With her motherinamortifying mid-lifecriss her father and grestest
aly out of the house, and her twin sister scheming to steal her inher- 3
itance, Lacette must come to grips alone with the circumstances of o
her life. She opensher own marketing firm, but Kellie seeksto disrupt ;
it, embarking on a frenzied spree of greed and seduction that has
even her father disgusted. Whatever It Takes considers how one
person’slapse of judgment can affect an entire family.

|

Brodsky from page 1

On Thursday, Brodsky told The
WIRE that he will schedule hear-
ingson RIOC in September, and that
he has invited RIOC Board Chair
Marybeth L abateof DHCR. Hesaid
that Labateindicated that the RIOC
Board would consider releasing the
Hitsman report in its September
meeting.

Administrative Payroll

Further on compensation to ad-
ministrative staff, Brodsky'sinterim
report hasthistosay: “TheRIOC
administrative payroll has [in-
creased] significantly in the last
seven years. Documents received
under a FOIL request showed a
payroll list with approved salaries
that were much lower than actual
money paid to employees. Inre-
viewing two documents — alist of
all RIOC management staff contain-
ing names, positions, and salaries
as of May 22, 2003, and a weekly
gross payments report from Janu-
ary 13, 2000, to October 29, 2003,
for [RIOC Vice President] Robert
Antonek, [ Special Counsal Barbarg]
Espejo, [General Counsal Kenneth]
Leitner, [Public Information Officer]
JohnMelia, and [Controller Patrick]
Siconolfi, Steve Marcus, RIRA's
President, concluded that the sala-
riesstated in thefirst document are
15-20 percent lower than the sum
of theweekly amountspaidin 2003,
and that raises of about 7.6 percent
appear to have been given starting
in December of 2002. According
[to] President Berman, these dis-
crepancies are due to the cost of
living allocations given to admin-
istrative employeesin December of
2002 and to some payments for a
Savings I ncentive Program that has
since been discontinued. RIOC
further responded to the
Committee' srequest to providethe
approved and actual salaries over
the past years [but the]
Committee’s review of RIOC's
newly provided information shows
adiscrepancy betweenthe FOILed
documents and RIOC’sclaim.” It
says, “ The Committeewill continue
to investigate the matter.”

Secrecy vs Openness

Thereport faulted RIOC for de-
lays and denials in responding to
requests from The Main Street
WIRE and residents under the state
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL),
and for possibly violating the Open
Meetings Law by allegedly deny-
ing members of the Residents As-
sociation Common Council admis-
sion to RIOC committee meetings
over the years.

Residents charged RIOC and its
board “ consi stently engaged in se-
crecy, political patronage, poor fis-
cal management, [and] failure to
communicate with and be acces-
sible to the community and its or-
ganizations,” the report said.

State Funding

Thereport took aim at Pataki for
ending a State subsidy in 1997-98.
It linked that decision to RIOC's
former palicy of one-time payments
instead of long-term ground rents
in Southtown, and to RIOC's fail-
ure to pay rent to the City for use
of the 147 acres of Island land de-
spite an obligation to do so.

Brodsky credited RIOC'scurrent
administration with producing a
draft capital-funds management
plan and said his committeeis re-
viewing it. And he noted Berman
saysone-time payment agreements
“arenolonger thepolicy of RIOC.”
In the past, RIOC failed to issue
long-term capital, land use, and fi-
nancial plans but made long-term
real estate dealsanyway, thereport
states.

Thereport chargesthat RIOC may
have squandered $1.6 millionin City
capital funding and $150,000in state
money because it has not given the
Roosevelt Island Youth Center
space promised yearsago for expan-
sion, or new space. (RIOC President
Berman dealswiththat subjectinhis
columninthisissue, on page 3.)

Blackwell House

Noting that residents have com-
plained about RIOC'sfailuretore-
store and maintain Blackwell
House, the Brodsky report notes
that, “ according to an audit by New
York City Comptroller Thompson,
RIOC has sought to obtain, or has
obtained, financing to rehabilitate
and maintain some of the Island’'s
landmarks,” and callsthat “a posi-
tivestep forward.” But it notesthat
“RIOC has not capitalized on a
matching grant of $250,000 fromthe
New York State Parks Office for
Blackwell House and thus the
project hasbeen ‘ delayed’ because
of budget constraints. An engi-
neering study was undertaken, but
no work has been done. The
money originally earmarked for
Blackwell House was allegedly
[used] to bring ahistorical kiosk to
the Island because, as the head of
theHistorical Society [Judy Berdy]
said, ‘We were going to lose the
money anyway because we' re not
ready to start work yet.”” The re-
port repeatsaRIOC claimthat it “is
not aware of any grants originally
earmarked for the Blackwell House

restoration [that have been] di-
verted for any purpose.”
Inquiry Continues

Theinterim report said the com-
mittee “continues to investigate”
or “isseeking further information”
on a list of allegations raised by
residents. They include:

* A chargethat RIOC improperly
changed the rules for Southtown
development by eliminating a re-
quirement for construction materi-
alsto be delivered by barge. The
cost of barging and on-site con-
crete mixing, or its elimination,
would be a significant factor in
overall cost of construction. The
report notes that, “RIOC asserts
that the RFQ [request for qualifica
tions] wasmodified prior to the sub-
mission deadlineto ‘ encourage, but
not require, the utilization of an on-
site concrete batching with barge-
based delivery systems for materi-
as’ RIOC daimsthat themodifica
tionwascompleteprior tothe award-
ing of the contract to Hudson and
Related, not after” in an August 12,
2005, letter from Berman. Thereport
says the committee is seeking fur-
ther information on whether RIOC
gavetimely notification of thechange
to al five of the companies seeking
development rights, hinting at the
question of whether Hudson-Related
got specia treatment.

» Charges that in Southtown,
Hudson & Related is not meeting
affordable housing requirements
tied to a tax abatement, and that
RIOC is not receiving a promised
portion of amortgage recording tax
fee the devel oper paid the State.

* A chargethat RIOC isignoring
Island master plan requirementsfor
parks and other amenities when
they interfere with development
plans. Thereport pointsout, how-
ever, that in resident cases chal-
lenging the Octagon apartments
development, the court ruled that
“it is ultimately RIOC's decision
whether it wantsto sacrifice open-
space area in order to renovate a
historical landmark, and to deter-
mine how the landmark would be
renovated.” Thereport says, “ The
[Assembly] Committee is seeking
information as to whether RIOC
carefully considered residents’ op-
position to the development, in-
cluding the questions of preserv-
ing open space, before moving for-
ward [with development].”

* A claim that Becker & Becker
shouldn’t have received permis-
sion to build an underground park-
ing facility as part of its plan for
the Octagon A partments develop-

ment. It notes that, “according to
the office of Assemblymember
Grannis, this request appears to
have been madeto facilitatethere-
ceipt of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) monies; however,
according to RIOC, they will not
receiveany HUD money.” (There-
port notes that “negotiations are
complete, with RIOC possibly re-
ceiving $12 million for this devel-
opment.)

* A charge that RIOC diverted
$3.4 million it received from the
city’s Department of Environmen-
tal Protection for damageresulting
from the construction of a water
tunnel from itsintended purpose—
to build the Octagon Ecological
Park. Thereport describesthechain
of events thisway: “During the
construction of the New York City
Third water tunnel, the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
damaged Roosevelt Island’'s
grounds and a perimeter seawall.
RIOC claimsthat the original 1994
agreement called for RIOC to re-
store and repair the seawall and
tunnel, whilethe City [would] reim-
burse RIOC for thework. Thecosts
at that time were estimated at ap-
proximately $1 million. Theresto-
ration, however, ended up costing
RIOC considerably more. DEP
therefore agreed to pay to build the
Octagon Ecological Park using the
$3.4 million in damages it owed
Roosevelt Island. RIOC then used
that commitment of money to ap-
ply for grantsand contributionsfor
thispark. After recelvingthegrants,
the $3.4 million was later trans-
ferred into the[RIOC] general fund
because RIOC stated that it had
enough funding for Octagon Park.
According to RIRA, however, that
money was delivered to cover the
$4.5 millioninfrastructure costs of
the Southtown development. Be-
cause the funds were redirected,
Octagon Park wasonly partially fin-
ished. RIOC [then] offered up the
park areato developer Becker and
Becker claiming that it was not be-
ing used as parkland, even though
their redirection of fundsprevented
the park’scompletion.” Theexpla-
nation continues, “A February,
2004, letter from NY CDEP confirms
that RIOC took DEP’s payment in
lieu of the DEP constructing the
Octagon Park. Robert Ryan, RIOC's
president at the time, denied that
there was a link between the $3.4
million from DEP and the $4.5 mil-
lion infrastructure payment [for
Southtown]. The Committee is
seeking more information on [the]

relationship, if any, between the
$3.4 million, therestoration of Oc-
tagon Park, and [funds provided for
the] Southtown infrastructure.”

* The assertion that RIOC em-
ployees received more pay than
their stated salaries.

» The charge that raises Ryan
gave himself and employee Robert
Antonek may not have been prop-
erly approved by the RIOC Board
of Directors.

Inoneof thereport’sinterim con-
clusions, Brodsky writes, “ Thereis
afundamental and ongoing hostil-
ity between RIOC and important
segments of the Island’s commu-
nity. This hostility is neither nec-
essary nor inevitable. All parties
should make immediate efforts to
put aside historical grievancesin
favor of establishing apositivere-
lationship to strengthen the com-
munity of the Island.”

For his part, Pete Grannis indi-
cated his continued frustration
with RIOC'shistory. InhisThurs-
day statement, he said, “In addi-
tion to turning their backs on the
visionary stewardship at the heart
of thisexperiment inurban living—
an economically diverse commu-
nity of, by and for the residents —
these officials[Blueand Ryan], with
the support and acquiescence of
the Pataki administration, sub-
merged RIOC in a cloak of aloof-
ness and secrecy, engaged in ques-
tionable fiscal practices and
sleight-of-hand budget-balancing
fiscal gimmicks, and ignored re-
peated calls for development of
long-range capital and financial
planning. Whileit isrefreshing to
acknowledge the willingness of
RIOC's current president, Herb
Berman, to address these and other
issues highlighted in thisreport and
reestablish a viable working rela-
tionship withthelsland’sresidents
and elected officials, timewill tell
whether this happens.

“Thisbeing said, thereare anum-
ber of matterscitedin thereport that
require further investigation, and |
wel comethe committee’ sacceptance
of my call for continuingitswork by
way of public hearings.”

Brodsky’sinterim report isavail-
able on Website NYC10044 at
nyc10044.com/wire/2523/brodskyreport.pdf.

The WIRE is seeking reaction to
thereport, which wasreceived near
deadline, from Berman and from
membersof theRIOC Board, aswell
as residents instrumental in start-
ing the investigation, for inclusion
in the newspaper’s next issue.



Library Gets Funding to
Double Size, Add Service

by Mary Camper-Titsingh

TheLibrary isabout to grow. Some$2.85 millionin City capital funding
has been allocated for the purpose, over two years, according to an
announcement made here early in August by City Councilmember Eva
Moscowitz.

City Council Spesker Gifford Miller, who representsRoosevelt Idand, aso
announced the availability of the funds after the City budget wasfinal.

Theldand branch of the New York Public Library (NY PL) will expand
to about double its present size, into space now occupied by the St.
Frances Cabrini Thrift Shop, according to RIOC President Herb Berman.
(The Thrift Shop, which pays no rent and operates on amonth-to-month
lease, isto berelocated to another Island retail location.)

Thedoubling of sizewill allow the Library to accommodate additional
computers, bathroom facilities, and a general expansion of shelf space
for books, videotapes and DV Ds, and other additions or expansions.

The change stems from an April 21 meeting with the President of the
Roosevelt |sland Operating Corporation, Herb Berman, Jessica L appin,
then an aideto Miller (and acurrent candidatefor his seat), Moscowitz (a
current candidate for Borough President), NY PL officials, and concerned
Islanders.

In the April meeting, Supervising Librarian Petra Kolokotronis dis-
cussed the inadequacies of the current space, growing more critical as
the Island’s population expands:

« It allowsfor only three computers, not enough to meet demand.

» Thereisno publictoilet, whichisparticularly difficult for small children.

* Thereisinadequate wall space to meet increased demand for DVDs.

* Access for disabled patronsis difficult.

» Square footage provides no quiet space for adults.

» An attendance of about 60 toddlers and parents at Toddler Story
Hour fillsthe availablefloor space.

* Participation in the Summer Reading Program, which reached 365
youngsters this summer, 2004, strains the current resources.

Berman agreed to |ease some 3,835 square feet of additional space, in
the Thrift Shop area adjacent to the current Library, to NYPL. That set
the stage for inclusion of the $2.85 million in the City’s capital budget.

CarmitaRobalino

Carmita Robalino, Assistant Property
& Manager at Manhattan Park, passed
away suddenly on Sunday, August 21.
She had worked at the complex for the
past 15 years.

She is survived by her husband,
Remy; two sons, Steven and Remy, Jr.;
her daughter, Michelle; and her grand-
son, Steven, Jr.

Shewaslaid to rest yesterday in afu-
neral service held at St. Adelbert’s
Churchin EImhurst, New York.

IFEd| niEnes
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At 13, Island Girl
Gets a TIME Cover

Island resident Elke Esmeral da Dikoume was on the cover
of TIME Magazine'sAugust 8 issue. She shared the honor
with three other 13-year-oldsin TIME'sfirst-ever multi-ver-
sion cover. The WIRE reached her in Cameroon, on vaca-
tion, and asked her to write something about the experience.
Here'sher reply:

Dear WIRE:

When | got the phone call that | wasinvited to be on one
of thefour cover versionsfor Time magazine, | was speech-
less. That phone call was one of the best phone calls of my
life! 1 could not believeit! That samenight, | wasn't ableto
deep. All that wasgoing in my mind wasthat | wasgoing to
appear on awell-known magazine. Sincel wasn’t surewhen
the“Being 13” issue was scheduled to appear, | was expect-
ing it to appear anytime. The day of the shooting wasreally
fun. I knew the photographer, Gregory Heisler, and also the

Deli Cited on Sanitation Concerns

M&D Deli was hit with a list of sanitary violations late last month
when New York State conducted an inspection through its Department
of Agricultureand Markets Division of Food Safety. Thereport, whichis
supposed to be posted in the store but was not as of Tuesday, listed two
seriousviolations, called “ Critical Deficiencies,” and more than adozen
“Genera Deficiencies.”

“Live flies are observed landing on food contact surfaces in deli
counter,” says the report, noting that the “equipment [was] properly
cleaned and sanitized during [the] inspection.” Theinspection was con-
ducted July 25. “Live flies observed in and near deli counter” was the
second critical deficiency. Violationsinthiscategory arelisted as* seri-
ous,” “which may result in the assessment of civil penalties and other
action... Thedeficiences must be corrected immediately.”

Other deficiencies “that must be corrected without delay” include:

* Proper sanitizer test devices are not availablein the establishment.

* Déli counter refrigerator fan guards noted dust laden.

* Deli display case chicken patties have internal temperature of 50
degrees (F).

* Deli counter upper and lower shelves soiled/cluttered.

* Produce display case shelves soiled.

* Retail shelvesexhibit food spillage.

* Soiled restroom floor and shelves.

» Accumulated debrisin storage area.

» Moderate build-up of dried food residue on Deli slicer gripper tool.

The State inspection was conducted after aresident complained to the
City Health Department about an employee bare-handing sandwich meat.
The City passed the information to the State, apparently because
Roosevelt Island is subject to State jurisdiction, as City property leased
to the State.

three other 13-year-olds (Lucy
Heisler, Australian-American;
Philip Kay, Japanese-American;
and Ivan Perez, from the Domini-
can Republic) becauseweall goto
the same school, the United Na-
tions International School. Since
we are all great friends, the photo
shoot was more fun and exciting.
It was the first time that Time pro-
duced four different cover versions
of thesameissue. Thefact that we
were al of different nationalities
madeit even more special. Unfor-
tunately, | was on vacation in
Cameroonwhenthe“Being 13" is-
sue came out on August 8, so |
didn't get to see it in stores. This
wasmy first photo shoot and hope-
fully not my last.

Elke Esmeralda Dikoume

archives are available

on Website NYC10044
at nyc10044.com

Southpoint Getting Attention Again — This Time, It’s a Contest

The Emerging New York Architects Committee (ENYA) is
announcing acompetition to design a“ Universal Arts Cen-
ter” for Southpoint.

The competition, which isopento all design studentsand
architects, engineers, landscape architects, urban design-
ers, and plannerswho have completed their education within
the past ten years, is called “ Southpoint: from Ruin to Reju-
venation,” and focuses on the smallpox hospital at
Southpoint, known as the Renwick Ruin after the architect
who designeditinthemid-1800's.

Registration for the competition, which features prizesup

to $6,000, opens September 1 and closesNovember 15, with
asubmission deadline of January 13, 2006.

ENYA's press release says the competition is tailored to
fit the needs of the Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Associa-
tion (RIVAA) and Coler-Goldwater Hospital’s Therapeutic
Recreation Department, but with the “entire Roosevelt |s-
land constituency in mind.”

“Thesitewill provide aplatform to discussissues of pres-
ervation, an opportunity to take advantage of glorious City
views, and achanceto access aunique and inimitable physi-
cal environment,” according to theannouncement. Thecen-

ter envisioned is to accommaodate “ both performing and vi-
sual arts.”

The announcement, available at www.enyacompetitions.org,
notes that “the competition results are intended to generate
ideas for the site and will not result in actual development
by ENYA or other partiesinvolved.” Plans for Southpoint
Park currently on the table include the FDR Memorial de-
signed by Louis Kahn and the “Living Library” ideas ad-
vanced by Bonnie Sherk after ayear-long series of consul-
tationswith resident interest groups in the Roosevelt Island
community.
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Roosevelt Nails

570 Main Street

15" Year Anniversary Special
10% off throughout September

 We Specialize in Strong Extensions that Last
for Two or More Months

» Pedicure with European Jacuzzi

» Paraffin Therapy

» Ear Piercing (including earing)

 Facial Only $38.00

* Body Massage and Back Massage
* Permanent Make-up

Manicure...........c....... $6.00 - 9.00 * Waxing * (Any unwanted hair removal)
Pedicure .................. 18.00 - 25.00 o T $5.00 - 6.00
French Manicure ................. 12.00 Eyebrows .........ccceveerinne 6.00 - 8.00
Glueor Gel Manicure 15.00 -18.00 Bikini, Brazilian ............ 10.00 - 25.00
Silk or Linen Wrapping .......... 4.00 Underarms .........c.cc...... 10.00 -12.00

* Thursday’ s Senior Special * Half LEYS .o 18.00
Manicure $6.00/ Pedicure $18.00 FUlLEGS ..vovvvieeeieceieeeieeeiee 35.00

Monday-Saturday,
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

(By Appointment for your Convenience)

212.759.2014

g\h

MasterCard

Classified

50¢/word « 212-751-8214

Deadline for September 10 issue: Tuesday, September 6
Deadline for Sept. 24 issue: Tuesday, Sept. 20

THE FULLER BRUSH MAN has come to Roosevelt Island: Call Independent Distributor

at 212-731-2547 for catalog and product ordering.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl

resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.
CLEANING PERSON WANTED - Please call Anna Palm at 212-371-1192.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.

212-593-0750.

WANTED: HOME PORTABLE SEWING MACHINE. Must be in perfect condition.

Call 212-688-4836.

MOVING SALE - Twin & queen-size beds, sofabed, coffee table, dining table, TV
stand, phone, wardrobes, chairs, bookshelf, cabinets, refrigerators, microwaves,

dishes, etc. Best offer. 718-335-6906.

LOOKING FOR PART-TIME HELP with Microsoft Word manuscript preparation,
including input of heavy editorial corrections, formatting, image importing. Work on

RI. 212-725-5151 days; 212-355-1747 evenings.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET — The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper

bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices. Log on today!

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana

Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

AVAILABLE TO RENT - Large furnished room with bathroom on Island. Good storage,
alc, color TV with cable, kitchenette. $840, with utilities. (One person only, prefer

adult female; no smokers or cat-haters.) Contact: juanabimba@aol.com.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper

917-483-1020.

ELDER LAW — Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York

NY 10119. 800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.
917-916-5306.

PIANO TUNING —$95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Ben Treuhatft,

212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly

and theater classes.
accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

JESSICA LAPPIN

Democrat for City Council
3t Council District

| '|'||'u,r Fast Sl
nnd Boosevell [sland

Experience. Energy. Tdvas.
| 338 First Avenue

New York, NY 1002]

(212) 988-2270
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Endorsed by The Newe Fork Tinees

Got a Problem that needs solving?

Don’t Get Mad. Get Eva.

Democrat Eva Moskowitz
For Manhattan Borough President

To Volunteer Call 212.374.9302
or visit www.geteva.com

Salas & Senvice
Est 1961

Licarse /30671

CHRIS TV =&

Repair Service Center
TEVER-STEREC-CO-PROJECTION TWV-CAMCORDERS and mare,,.

Free estimates.

Free Estimates n Shap
Ficup & Dl iveny
In-Home Senaca

A Work Gueramead

718-392-7444

Mon-Fri. &7
3al 9-6
21-16 36th Aw.
LIC, WY 11106

RIOC from page 3

Youth Program. Now that the Board hasre-
guested the information as a basis for their
decision-making, inlight of theissuesraised,
and the potential for liability, it would beim-
prudent to vote on granting the Youth Pro-
gram the space knowing that none of the
guestions have been answered and that there
is, infact, arefusal to answer the questions.

Absent any of thistype of data, the Board
would be loathe to vote to give away the
former Lilies School to the Youth Program
for aterm of 30 years, rent free, without con-
travening the Public Authorities Account-
ability Act of 2005. Bottom line, Board mem-
bers have a fiduciary and statutory obliga-
tionto properly dispose of the Corporation’s
property and there exists an expanding web
of enforcement mechanismsto hold Boards
accountable for their conduct.

The frustration of the Youth Program’s
leadership having to reintroduce their pro-
posal is palpable; however, it seems to be
misdirected. In my tenure as President, |
have personally endeavored to seek a solu-
tion to the needs of the Youth Program. The

Youth Program’s speculation as to the in-
sidious nature of theinformation request and
itsmischaracterization of our July 5 meeting
are unfortunate developments. For instance,
at the July 5 meeting with the Youth
Program’s Vice President and its Executive
Director, an aternative resolution was pro-
posed by RIOC which involved the Youth
Program modifying itsrequest for use of the
ground floor of the school. During the meet-
ing, there was no indication that the sug-
gestion was being received as anything but
pragmatic and appropriate, as intended; yet
the Youth Program has sought inits July 25
letter to recast this overture as a refusal to
|ease them both floors of the building. RIOC
has consistently shown its commitment to
retaining ayouth program on the Island and
itismy fervent desirethat wewill beableto
dothis. TheBoard of Directorsof RIOC and
| remain committed to this end and implore
the Youth Program’s Board of Directors to
provide the information requested so that
the RIOC Board of Directors can make an
informed decision.

=
We will feed and lovingly care for :
your cat while you are away. |
We will make sure your petis safe |
and happy in his or her own home, |
Will also help with mail, plants, etc. |
Excellent references. Call us at I
212-751-8214, :

J
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visit our web site at www.cesnik2005.com

EOLYMPIC CAR SERVlCEi

: All discounts included in airport fares: :
IJFK $29 = LGA $14 ®Newark $58+toll|
On all other.fares:
$1'0ff any are under'$20

$2 off any fare over $20

Save this Coupon

Call us about your return trip from the airport

1-718-626-8000

I
I
I
I
I
: Ask foriyour special RI resident’s discount card
I
I
I
I
| 5

courage. vision.
a new kind of leader.

fgnite the white’
ZCyM,
take your first step f_% & 1:@' r

to feeling good, looking great and

making a memorable impression Whiten your teeth

every time you smile. You owe it in about an hour

to yourself! Find out more about =t 0

Zoom! in-office tooth whitening. ?}400 3(.) /0 Ies_f than

Call today for moreinformation! Manhattan Brite Smile Centers

Offer expires September 1, 2005

Mastercard, Visa, Discover, American Express gladly accepted
Summer daytime hours: Mon., 9-7; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 9-6

Summer evening hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 27 years
501 Main Street » (212) 752-8722

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specidist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare 212- House Calls
Empire Blue Cross
C'Gmm%g'n HIP 832' 2310 For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare
501 Main Street

Roosevelt Idand, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute
to schedule your child’s school or college
physical... Do it today

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Appetizers
Fried Bean Curd
Fried Wonton

Thai Spring Roll
Shrimp Spring Roll

Crab Meat Ball
Ground Shrimp Chip
Thai Spicy Wings
Thai Spare Ribs

Noodles and Rice

Pad Woon-Sen
Thai Fried Rice
Shrimp or Crab Fried Rice

olf youive never tried Thai food before, youire missing

Seafood

0The Drunken Fishé
Steamed Seafood Combo
Seafood with Chili and Onion
Shrimp Scampi

Satay Pot Roasted Shrimp with Bean Thread
Thai Dumpling Fish with Chili Sauce or Tamarind Sauce
Vegetable Dumpling Fish with Garlic and White Pepper
Curry Puff Sweet and Sour Fish

Fish with Ginger
Fish Chu Chee Curry

. Entrees

Tod Mun (Fish Cake) Red Curry

'\B/lée }éropd Green Curry

Q Squi Jungle Curry
Grilled Pork

Panaeng Curry
Masaman Curry
Sweet and Sour

Pad Thai Broccoli
Lard Nah Chili and Onion
Pad See-Eew Basil Leaves
Pad Kee-Mao Cashew Nuts

Baby Corn and Mushrooms

2442 Steinway St.

the best food in the world.6 Astoria, NY 11103

Tel: 718-545-2874
Fax: 718-545-0743

Zagat 25 Rating

For a full menu visit www.ubolkitchen.com

Ginger
Garlic

212-980-3600

I nsurances Accepted Include:
Medicare,
BlueCrossBlue Shidld,
Oxford/Oxford MedicareAdvantage
United Health Care,
Workers Compensation,
HorizonHealthPlan,
Multiplan,
Hotel TradeHealth Center

ADVANCED REHABILITATION PHYSICAL THERAPY, PC

133 East 58" Street, 14" Floor
New York, NY 10022

Conditions Treated Include:
Back and neck pain/pathologies,
Kneeand shoulder pathologies,
Rotator cuff injuries, Carpal tunnel
syndrome, Repetitivestressinjuries,
Foot and ankleinjuries, Neurological
disorders, Balancedisorders,
Deconditioning dueto cardiac/
pulmonary disorders

Conveniently located near all transportation
Hands-on care delivered by licensed physical therapists with over 50 years of experienceisthe
substance of our practice. Pat Marino and Mary Piltz supervise a dedicated staff of therapists

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

You have financial questions???
Wk have financial answers!!!

* Financial Planning — Retirement, College Funding, etc.

* Insurance — Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care

* Investments — Securities offered thru CIJM Planning,
Member NASD/SIPC

» Mortgages — Registered mortgage broker — NYS Banking
Department loans arranged through third-party
providers — We represent over 40 banks

* Real Estate — Purchase, rentals, sales

 Tax Preparation — Tax reduction planning

212-644-8231

Webpage: Accountfin.com
E-mail: generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street ¢ Roosevelt Island

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Freeconsultation for 1sland residents
Evening and weekend appointments available « Home visits

* Divorce& Family Law
* Personal Injury Law
o Crimind Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #3028
New York, New York 10005-3111

*Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Red Estate: Closings
e BusinessLaw

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415




