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Power Hit Hangs Tram for 95 Minutes
Police

helicopters
monitored the
Tram situation

from the air;
police and

Coast Guard
boats were on

hand below.

VOTE!  Primary Voting Tuesday for Mayor, Council, Boro President

See Tram, page 10

What started as a routine four-
minute Tramway trip last Friday
(September 2) took an hour and 35
minutes when an apparent power
surge halted the system’s two cars,
each only about 200 feet into their
trips.

Before the mid-air stoppage was
over, there were more emergency
personnel standing by on
Roosevelt Island than there were
passengers stranded on the cables.

The heaviest rush-hour had not
yet started.  But aboard cabin 2,
operator Tony Popescu had 59 Is-
land-bound passengers, including
a handful of kids and a pregnant
woman.  Cabin 1, with operator
Linda Parker aboard, held about
two dozen Manhattan-bound pas-
sengers who were destined to be
late for whatever was taking them
to the City.

On the Island, two dozen emer-
gency vehicles gathered:  fire
trucks, police cars, ambulances,
and the odd Public Safety Depart-
ment car or scooter.  The vehicles
blocked the roadway and turn-
around at the Tram station, halting
hospital-bound traffic and Red Bus

Gifford Miller Goes for the Big Score
Tuesday, Seeking City’s Mayoralty

Sunday evening’s observance of the 9/11 tragedy will take on an addi-
tional dimension – New Orleans – in its fourth annual ceremony.

The event will begin at 7:00 p.m. in Good Shepherd Plaza at the 9/11
memorial just west of the Chapel.  Residents are asked to bring their own
candles for a short, quiet ceremony of reflection and remembrance of the
Island neighbors and firefighters lost in the 2001 attack.

There will be music, including a group-sing of America, the Beautiful.
The occasion will also be used to announce a clothing drive being con-
ducted by the Senior Association (RISA) and the Disabled Association
(RIDA).  The event will conclude with a walk to Meditation Steps.

“It was agreed at Wednesday night’s Residents Association Common
Council meeting that helping the victims of the New Orleans tragedy is a
most appropriate and sensitive way for all of us to honor the memory of
those whose lives were lost in New York City’s tragedy – and to offer our
solidarity with those who have lost so much,” said Sherie Helstien, sec-
retary of RIRA.

Candles at 7:00

9/11 Observance Set for
Sunday Night in Plaza

service.  On the East River, police
launches and a Coast Guard boat
stood by.  In the air, three NYPD
helicopters occasionally buzzed the
cabins; well above them, news
copters fed pictures to TV stations.
Firefighters brought a gurney to
the Island station’s platform, just
in case.

The supervisor on duty appar-
ently became rattled by the chal-
lenge of diagnosing the problem
and dealing with the flood of emer-
gency pesonnel.  (He was later
fired.)  A call was placed to Armando
Cordova, the system’s lead super-
visor, who was in Westchester
County.  Cordova eventually found
himself stuck in a massive traffic
jam caused by an accident on the
Taconic Parkway, and to get him
where he was needed, he got a
State Police escort to Westchester
Medical Center in Valhalla.  There,
a police helicopter picked him up
for a quick ride to Firefighter’s
Field, on the Island.  Shortly after
his arrival, power was restored and
the 85 or so passengers were
headed to solid ground.

Briefly...
• There’s a Primary Election Tuesday.  You’ll find a Guide for the Last-

Minute Voter on line at gothamgazette.com/article/issueoftheweek/20050905/200/1557,
and a very useful Mayoral Issue Grid at gothamgazette.com/mayor_grid_05.shtml.

• It appears that USAlliance Credit Union may have a strong chance of
coming to Roosevelt Island, after all, according to a spokesman for the
company, who said its officials met with RIOC President Herb Berman
recently.

• The need for New Orleans Relief is getting attention from Islanders.
There’s a roundup on page 10.

• School started Thursday at PS 217, with Principal Sherry Gregory being
able to deliver some good news to teaching staff:  In grade 4, math scores are
up, with 81% of the students in the grade as a whole scoring above standard
– 90% when special-ed students are not considered.  On the English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) test, the percentages were 76%/84%.  The WIRE plans a
report next issue.

City Council Speaker A. Gifford Miller, as he spoke Tuesday night in the
Good Shepherd Community Center.

New York City Comptroller Will-
iam Thompson says he agrees that
privatization of Mitchell-Lama
buildings here may violate the
Island’s General Development Plan
(GDP), which is part of the lease
under which New York State is de-
veloping the City-owned
Roosevelt Island.

The issue was raised in April by
attorneys for Westview residents
facing removal of their building
from the State’s Mitchell-Lama af-
fordable-housing program.  In a let-
ter to the State Division of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal
(DHCR), the lawyers wrote, “...by
the terms of [the] 99-year agree-
ment... [Westview] must be main-
tained as housing for middle-in-
come tenants...”  In support of this
position, it points out that the GDP
provided that, until midnight on
December 22, 2068, the division of
housing in Northtown (Westview,
Island House, Rivercross,
Eastwood) must remain 20% for
those eligible for Federally assisted
public housing, 20% for those eli-
gible for interest-reduction pay-
ments under Section 236 of the

Island House Hitch
Three members of the Island

House Tenants Association Board
resigned Wednesday night, leav-
ing Renato Folla as the only active
member and touching off a process
that will lead to election of as many
as nine new Board members at
month’s end.

Amrah Cardozo, Geoff Kerr, and
Mario Naves resigned; Naves’s
wife, Harriet Lieber, had resigned
earlier in response to a tenant-im-
posed bylaws change restricting
Board membership to no more than
one representative per apartment.

The change comes at a crucial
time, because the Board has been
negotiating with the Sheldrake Or-
ganization over plans for privatiza-
tion of the building.

NYC Comptroller Agrees
Privatization May Breach
Terms of Island Lease

National Housing Act, 35% for
families eligible for limited-profit
housing financed under the State
Private Housing Finance Law, and
35% for those who can afford mar-
ket-rate units.

The letter points out that the cur-
See Westview, page 10

by Dick Lutz
Gifford Miller came home, in a

sense, on Tuesday night.  He was
in the Good Shepherd Community
Center to debate Congressman
Anthony Weiner, but Weiner can-
celed his planned appearance at the
last minute, and sent a representa-
tive.  The other candidates in the
City’s Democratic Mayoral Primary

were absent, as well.  C. Virginia
Fields had not responded to the
Residents Association’s invitation,
and Fernando Ferrer had accepted,
then changed his mind.

So Miller had the audience of
about 85 to himself, and he was
among friends.  He didn’t need to
recite the long list of good turns
done for Roosevelt Island during

his nearly ten years in City Council
as the 5th District representative.
His listeners were aware of consis-
tent support for the Youth Program
($76,000 in this year’s budget), for
the Main Street Theatre ($10,000),
for the Day Nursery ($7,000), for the
Disabled Association ($5,500), and
the Seniors ($20,100).

Many knew of his role, in the
past decade, in moving Roosevelt
Island’s community library into the
New York Public Library system,
and that his power as Speaker of
the City Council was used to ap-
propriate $2,850,000, over two
years, to expand the library.  Or that
he was instrumental in a $5 million
deal to bring the MetroCard to the
Tramway.  Or that he’s managed to
set aside $4 million in City money

See Miller, page 8

Southpoint Park Gets a
$4 Million RIOC Pledge

A full realization of Southpoint
Park was nudged closer to likely
fruition Thursday night when the
Board of Directors of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) agreed unanimously to set
aside $4 million in 2007 capital funds
for the park, earmarked for devel-
opment of the northern half of its
length.  The amount matches a City
commitment of $4 million for the
same time period.

Some Board discussion centered
on the status of potentially com-
peting plans for the park, especially
for the southern half.  A “Living
Library” plan put forward by
Bonnie Sherk after a year or more
of consultation with residents is
one possibility, but the Board on
Thursday night was thinking in
terms of a plan put forward by the
Trust for Public Land (TPL) after
its extensive consultations with the
population.  While Sherk had a role
in the TPL planning requested by
the RIOC Board, Board member
Mark Ponton expressed a concern
over whether she and those pro-
posing the FDR memorial for the
southern half had been given a fair

chance to compete for the right to
design the park.  Some discussion
led to a tentative conclusion that
Sherk’s plan might be superim-

See RIOC Board, page 8
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Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor,

to the community, and to/from officials.  Publi-
cation on a Name Withheld basis will be con-
sidered, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records; letters submitted anony-
mously will not be published.

Preferred method of submission:  E-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file), or on a
PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  Alter-
natives:  Typed copy left at 531 Main Street.
Clearly handwritten letters will be considered if
brief, but we are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters.  All letters subject to accep-
tance and to editing for length and clarity.
Recommended maximum length, 300 words;
longer letters will be considered if their content
merits the required space.
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Letters deadline for Sept. 24 issue:  Monday, Sept. 19.
Letters received after deadline considered on a space-available basis.

The Editorial Page

To the Editor:
The agreement approved by 115 Eastwood residents on Aug. 25, and

disapproved by 19, is a document of shame.
Was it a coincidence that one- and two-bedroom apartments were taken

“off the table” as having to abide by strict family composition in the final
agreement to qualify for the landlord assistance program (LAP)?  How
many of those on the negotiating committee live in one- or two-bedroom
apartments?  With such a concession from the Eastwood owners, no
wonder the committee members were so willing to abase themselves to
Belson and cohorts, and let those in three- and four-bedroom apartments
that are not fully occupied suffer the consequences of either paying
“market-market” rent or in some cases 25% above their current rent, or
relocate to lesser-sized apartments, or move from Eastwood.  In the end,
we in this minority were sacrificed for their benefit.

It is unfair.  We have lived here in a four-bedroom apartment for 28
years, raised our three daughters and spent time, energy and money to
improve the property manifold, especially the patio.  As long as we paid
the rent, management seemed not to care that eventually we were a couple
living in a four-bedroom apartment.  Further, we have paid more rent over
the years than most in studios, one-, two-, or three-bedroom apartments.
For these historical mandates, we are entitled to the same considerations
as those in one- or two-bedroom apartments who have paid less.

I intend to make an official complaint.  It seems to me that the commit-
tee did not use the one lever that Belson most feared – legal suits that
would hold up the exit date.  The committee members were duped.

Belson wants the three- and four-bedroom apartments because he
knows he can rent those for big bucks to couples (married or otherwise)
who can afford the “market-market” rents.  (Whatever the rents here,
they will be considerably less than in Manhattan, a short Tram ride away).
It has nothing to do with family composition.  That the Eastwood Nego-
tiating Committee fell for this obvious ploy says a lot about their looking
out for their own self-interest, and the cleverness of the Belson Team in
offering them this tasty carrot.

Shame.  Shame on you.  And I want a refund for the money I contrib-
uted to hire that ineffectual lawyer.

Ronald Gift Mullins

To the Editor:
I’m a frequent customer at the

Cabrini Thrift Shop, and a frequent
donor, but a recent incident has
ended both those relationships
with the shop.

On August 19, I was being waited
on by a very nice gentleman when
a man, sloppily dressed, inter-
rupted, cutting ahead of me.  I was
offended, and made my feelings
clear to him.  The response sur-
prised me.

“Do you know who I am?” he
asked me.  I don’t have his exact
words for the rest of his tirade, but
he went on to say, “I am the owner
of this shop.  I am a priest.  You are
nasty.”  He then told me to leave,
and threatened to call Public Safety
if I did not.  I responded, feeling I
had done nothing wrong, “Go right
ahead.”

He then did call Public Safety,
and within two minutes, two offic-
ers walked in.  A minute later a third
one walked in.  One approached me
and asked what the problem was,
and I attempted to explain.  The of-
ficer interrupted me and told me that
the man was a priest and that I
should leave.  The man calling him-
self a priest then spoke to me and
told me to leave and never to re-
turn.  I was told that he’s Peter A.
Miqueli, Pastor.

I’m appalled by this behavior –
the “owner” (is he, really?) of the
Thrift Shop embarrassing a cus-
tomer in front of others.  Given his
demeanor and dress, I had no way
of knowing of the special status he
claims until he angrily made me
aware of it.  Even after being in-
formed, I see no excuse for his be-
havior in cutting in front of me, and
none for his handling of the situa-
tion, either as a priest or as the
“owner” of his parish’s Thrift Shop.

Does this man really represent his
church here?  We’re a friendly com-
munity, aren’t we?

Louise Dumicich

Editor’s note:  The WIRE invited
Fr. Peter Miqueli to respond to this
letter.  No response had been re-
ceived by press time.

To the Editor:
Incredible!  The inadequate

sound system at the City Council
candidates’ debate was a slap in the
face to all concerned.

The Roosevelt Island commu-
nity has used the Good Shepherd
auditorium for 25 years for a vari-
ety of community functions.  Now
RIOC denies community groups the
use of the public address system
bought with money from the resi-
dents.  It denies community groups
the coverage of the insurance paid
for by money from the residents.

RIOC concentrates on being a
single-purpose real estate com-
pany.  What is it RIOC does not
understand about being the public
leaders and public servants of a di-
verse community?

It is time for the absentee RIOC
management to be replaced.

David J. Bauer

To the Editor:
What a beautiful summer!  Unfortunately, it is difficult to enjoy these

last beautiful summer days without thinking of the people in New Or-
leans.

My children, Wilson and Illiana, have been asking questions lately
about what’s go-
ing on in the
world (the tsu-
nami, the war,
and now the
flood), and I
have to say that
some days
words come eas-
ily and some
others they
don’t.

We watched
the Larry King
Special Edition
together and
made a donation
on the Internet
to the Red Cross.
I told them that they always have to remember how lucky they are to
have a family, a roof, food in their bellies, and a room full of toys.  They
then decided to clear out their closet and will have a tag sale by the
church tomorrow.  They want all the proceeds to go to the American Red
Cross, including all the toys and books they will not sell during the day.
They priced everything and kept talking about all the money they were
going to make for these people.  Barbies, books, clothes, cars that were
so precious until now, suddenly got a total different meaning.

I’d like to suggest that every parent encourage their children to do the
same thing.  We have a lot of beautiful weekends coming up, and it would
be a good opportunity to think about those who have a rather gray sky in
the next weeks, months, even years to come.

We have to keep in mind that we, too, could go from Islanders to
refugees any second.  Since we can’t really count on our President, let’s
act like civilized citizens by helping each other.  A little is already a lot
when one has nothing. It just “takes an Island...”

Karine Wong

Endorsements:

Gifford Miller
Jessica Lappin
Scott Stringer

Miller and Lappin are no-brainers for Roosevelt Islanders
grateful for the support they have given this community’s insti-
tutions.  At The WIRE, we have a strong sense that Miller will
make a great Mayor and, though November’s election may not
be his turn at bat – Mike Bloomberg’s well-funded campaign could
well overwhelm any opposing effort, let alone the City’s divided
Democrats – he should have the firm vote of confidence this Is-
land owes him.

A Miller-Lappin combination would be potent for the Roosevelt
Island community.  Jessica Lappin knows this Island’s issues as
well as anyone and, equally important, knows the ways she can
make an important difference here with the leverage of a seat on
the City Council.

We must send a nod in the direction of Dan Quart, with the
wish that the Island could have two representatives on the City
Council.  Dan’s hard work, unpaid, on behalf of Islanders and on
Island issues, makes him a deserving recipient of the firm sup-
port he’ll find among this Island’s voting citizens.  But elections
are about choice, and in this choice, this election, our endorse-
ment goes to Lappin.

For Manhattan Borough President, we endorse Scott Stringer
in an overcrowded and attractive field of candidates, with appre-
ciation for his careful thinking about the role of Community
Boards, a well-informed focus on government accountability, and
his sponsorship, in the Assembly, of a rule ending empty-seat
voting.

Even More Important:

Vote on Tuesday
Across New York City, registered Democrats will most likely

turn out in anemic numbers on Tuesday.
Let’s not let that be the case on Roosevelt Island.  This Island’s

voting districts should come in with the highest proportion of
turnout of any and, if enough of us vote, the quantity of votes
could make a key difference in the race for Manhattan Borough
President and in the question of a Mayoral run-off.

Here’s the deal:  If the raw total of Roosevelt Island votes are
enough to make the difference in putting Miller – or any other
candidate – into a run-off election, no future candidate will
ever be free to ignore Roosevelt Island again – not during
an election, and not after.

There’s voting clout here, but it depends on turnout.  It de-
pends on your vote, and perhaps upon your making sure a neigh-
bor – or two or three – vote.

Want to do something for your Island community?  In
the coming week, the best thing you can do is to demonstrate
that this neighborhood votes – however you cast your ballot.

DL

Wilson & Illiana Wong with their three-year-old
neighbor, Noah.

About subscriptions:  The Main Street WIRE, which
is delivered free to every residential door on Roosevelt
Island, does not normally solicit off-Island subscriptions
but, as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of
publication.  The cost is $50/year (for about 20-24 issues,
published fortnightly September-May, and less often June-
August) to cover postage and materials.  A check payable
to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, NYC10044.  Note that
much of each issue appears, with many archived back
issues, on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.

A Gift Subscription
For a Former Islander?



– This Weekend –
Registration for drama, dance, and fitness classes at the Main Street

Theatre and Dance Alliance, today, Sat., Sept. 10, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at
MST&DA, under the red awning behind the video store.  Additional
information:  212-371-4449.

ÌEmerging Artist Fellowship Exhibition, opening
reception, today, 2-6 p.m., Socrates Sculpture Park,
Vernon Blvd. and Broadway, Long Island City.  Exhibi-
tion on view through March 5, 2006.

Roosevelt Island Free Theater presents Ross the
Mentalist, today, 5:00 p.m., Eastwood Amphitheater.
(Rain date:  Sun., Sept. 11, 5:00 p.m.)

Southpoint from Ruin to Rejuvena-
tion, exhibit at Gallery RIVAA, today through Oct. 9Í.  Re-
ception Sept. 17, 6-9 p.m.  Gallery hours 11-5 Sat., Sun.; 6-9
Wed. and Fri.  Exhibit opens an international competition;
for more information, see www.enyacompetitions.org.

9/11 Memorial Observance, tomorrow, Sun., Sept. 11, 7:00 p.m., at the
9/11 Memorial tree and plaque in Good Shepherd Plaza just west of the
Chapel.  Candles, music, and launch of an effort to help victims of New
Orleans flooding (see story, page 10).

– The Coming Week –
Open House for Toastmasters public speaking group, Mon., Sept. 12,

8:00 p.m., Westview community room, 625 Main Street.  Additional infor-
mation:  212-755-7285.

Primary Election, Tue., Sept. 13.
Roosevelt Island Free Theater presents American Society of Magi-

cians with jugglers and clowns, Sat., Sept. 17, 5:00 p.m., Eastwood Am-
phitheater.  (Rain date:  Sun., Sept. 18, 5:00 p.m.)

Opening Reception for Southpoint from Ruin to Rejuvenation, Sat.,
Sept. 17, 6-9 p.m.  Gallery RIVAA.  See other Gallery hours above.

– Future Events –
La Leche League meeting for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers,

Mon., Sept. 19, 10:30 a.m., 536 Main Street (behind Capri Pizza).  Free.
Information:  212-832-1188.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Sept. 22, 6:30 p.m., at the Library.  The
Swallows of Kabul by Yasmina Khadra.  Discussion series continues the
third Thursday of every month.

The Roosevelt Island Jazz/Pop/Gospel Concert for New Orleans, Thur.,
Sept. 22, 7:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center, produced by Roosevelt
Island’s Juanita Fleming and featuring singers Janice Pendarvis, Louise
Bethune, and Juanita Fleming; pianists Roy Eaton and Alva Nelson; drum-
mers Jaimeo Brown, Wally Gator, and Xavier Gadpaille; guitarist Billy “Space-
man” Patterson; and alto saxophonist Riley Bandy; and others.  Free-will
contribution at the door.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Sept. 24.  (To receive e-mail
bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadline:  Ads in the paper,
Thursday, Sept. 15; decision on fliers for The Bag, Tue., Sept. 20; inserts
due Thur., Sept. 22.  Future issues:
Fortnightly through December 17:
Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17; then
fortnightly, resuming Jan. 14, 2006.
News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent
matters 917-617-0449.  Phone for
display and classified advertising
placement and information,
212-751-8214.  To list your organization’s Island-related event in this
column, e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, ad-
dressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide a
telephone number for follow-up questions.  There is no charge for such
listings.

Open House for Toastmasters public speaking group, Mon., Sept. 26,
8:00 p.m., Westview community room, 625 Main Street.  Additional infor-
mation:  212-751-9577..

Open House New York, Sat.-Sun., Oct. 8-9.  City-wide event will in-
clude guided tours of Roosevelt Island’s Southpoint.

Toastmasters meeting, Mon., Oct. 10, 8:00 p.m., Westview community
room, 625 Main Street.  Additional information:  212-751-9577..

La Leche League meeting for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers,
Mon., Oct. 17, 10:30 a.m., 536 Main Street (behind Capri Pizza).  Free.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Yoga
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Weightlifting
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Painting and Sculpting
6:00, Yoga
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
3:00, Drama Class (starts 9/21)
7:00, Pokeno (RISA) Home-delivered meals:

  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
9:30, Weightlifting
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Sept. 12, 12:15, Farmer’s

Market Trip
Wed., Sept. 21, Atlantic City Trip

The
RIRA
Column

The
RIOC
Column

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

As I pen this column, it is four days since a natural
disaster decimated New Orleans and Mississippi, four
days with virtually no help from any governmental
authorities, where people are literally begging for wa-
ter and food, and corpses are literally being dragged
to corners of the Superdome.  It is also almost exactly
four years since 9/11, and the government’s inepti-
tude and indifference is a stunning commentary on

our state of prepared-
ness.  Of course we are
sympathetic to these
poor souls who are
enduring so much
loss, and many of you,
I’m sure, are offering
the help you can
through charities.  But
it is natural and legiti-
mate to wonder what

would happen to us should another disaster, natural
or otherwise, strike our City.

So, on this awful intersection of historic and current
tragedy, let me tell you what I know about our own
community’s emergency planning.  During the black-
out of August, 2003, the Island was totally unprepared
for power shortages of any significant duration.  RIRA
put out a list of the most obvious issues to address
that was completely ignored by RIOC.  Instead, they
asked for time to formulate a coherent plan.  Six months
later, they distributed brochures from the State Office
of Emergency Management and called a meeting at
the school auditorium to discuss the plan, which was
merely a speech from the OEM rep on general proce-
dures.  Attendees at this meeting were incensed that
RIOC had offered nothing new.  Subsequently, RIOC
has claimed to have upgraded their supplies of emer-
gency equipment, but whether anyone will be able to
access or operate them when needed is not clear.  They
have also held seven bi-monthly emergency-planning
meetings since July 2004.  These meetings, chaired by
RIOC’s computer systems guy, have been variously
attended by representatives from RIRA and other resi-
dent associations.  Housing Management, Coler-
Goldwater, PS 217 and the Child School, the State OEM
office, FDNY, NYPD, Con-Ed, and Keyspan have been
invited.  According to full reports from Matt Katz,
RIRA’s former president and representative in these
sessions, RIOC is still investigating the resources
available on the Island for emergency response.  To
date, no conclusions have been reached or dissemi-
nated.  What is clear at this point is that any emer-
gency evacuation point in the event of extended dep-
rivation of heat or cooling will be to LaGuardia High
School in Queens.  If the red bridge is raised and stuck,
we are screwed.  Otherwise, it’s up to each resident to
get there on his/her own, since RIOC refuses to oper-
ate Red Bus service off-Island, sometimes claiming
the vehicles are in “poor condition,” and other times
citing insurance issues (which haven’t stopped them

from using the buses off-Island for other purposes).
It is apparent to me that RIOC doesn’t give a damn

about making any serious efforts to safeguard us in
an emergency.  Invariably, there are problems han-
dling even the basic, predictable procedures like, say,
a Tram power outage. (I’m sure you can read plenty
about that in other parts of this WIRE issue!)  Until
Pataki is gone and we have a shot at getting a RIOC
board and staff that makes the residents a priority, if
we want to improve our chances of getting by in emer-
gencies, we will have to work by ourselves to improve
readiness.  Anything useful that we get from RIOC
should be considered a welcome and unexpected bo-
nus.  In the coming months, I will be suggesting to
RIRA that we coordinate with the hospitals, schools,
and Office of Emergency Management to see if we
can get a reasonable plan to house the most physi-
cally challenged at local sites with generators, and a
viable plan to evacuate residents or bring in supplies
in the event of a disaster involving Big Allis, the gen-
erating plant across the East channel, or the Roosevelt
Island bridge.  As always, we solicit the help of any
residents to help in the creation and planning of such
initiatives.  It’s really up to us, because when trouble
strikes, RIOC is invariably the problem, not the solu-

tion.
Warmest thanks

to RIRA Vice Presi-
dent Margie Smith
for her wonderful
efforts to bring
City Council and
Mayoral candi-
dates here to our
church, so that you
can make an in-
formed decision.
RIOC’s new guide-
lines for use of
Good Shepherd
Community Center,
requiring insur-
ance for any use of
that or other pub-
lic property, make it
far more difficult to
stage community
meetings.  But,

thanks to Roosevelt Island Housing Management for
invaluable help in providing the insurance and public
address equipment, these civic events can take place.

Finally, The Roosevelt Island Seniors Association
is conducting a clothing drive to aid victims of the
hurricane. Starting Monday, please take your dona-
tions to the Senior Center at 546 Main Street.

If you are a registered Democrat, please plan on
voting in this Tuesday’s primary.  We may be small,
but with historically large turnouts, we can make our
elected officials take us seriously.

The Assembly Committee on Corporations, Authori-
ties, and Commissions recently released an interim
report on the management of Roosevelt Island.  The
report cited RIOC’s full cooperation with providing
the Committee with all requested documents and ad-
ditional material, with one exception due to attorney-
client privilege.  RIOC will continue to fully cooperate
with the Committee.

The Committee re-
port cited unsubstan-
tiated allegations by
RIRA.  In those few in-
stances where the re-
port cited legitimate
concerns, corrective
steps have already
been taken, in some
cases more than two
and a half years ago.

The allegations continue to raise issues that have al-
ready been settled in RIOC’s favor in the courts at
great expense to Roosevelt Island residents.

RIRA’s lawsuit against RIOC on the Octagon project
was ruled decisively in RIOC’s favor on all three
grounds and prompted the judge to issue stern lan-
guage that questioned the “good faith” of the plain-
tiffs.  The result of RIRA’s lawsuit was to remove any
ambiguity as to the actions of the Corporation and
caused the expenditure of great sums of money for
attorneys’ fees that could have been used for mainte-
nance or capital improvements.

The Youth Center, which RIOC has consistently
supported, also was raised in the Committee report.
An enormous amount of misinformation is circulating
about the Youth Center, including the idea that the
center will lose its City and State funding because it
cannot get the necessary lease from RIOC for the Lil-
ies School space.  As I mentioned in my column last
month, RIOC has worked on behalf of the Youth Cen-
ter with both the landlord and the City Office of Man-
agement and Budget to ensure that the Youth Center
can obtain capital funding in their current location
and obtain the necessary lease.  RIOC will continue to
support the Youth Center as it always has.

Notwithstanding the distraction and expenditures
caused by having to defend the Corporation against
meritless claims, RIOC has made significant financial
strides in the past several years, achieving financial
independence from the State and increasing its fund
balance from $3.9 million in 1995 to $7.5 million in 2005.
Meanwhile, RIOC has launched a five-year capital plan
that calls for renovation of the exterior Blackwell House,
replacement of two elevators at the Motorgate park-
ing facility – a project that will be completed in Octo-
ber, a complete renovation of the Tramway, replace-
ment of four “red” buses, among other projects.

Island residents
hopefully have no-
ticed improvements
this summer on the
Island that are also
a result of careful
management of the
Corporation’s re-
sources.  The foot
bridges at Light-
house Park have
been rebuilt, the
Meditation Steps
have been re-
placed, the Belgian
block along the
west promenade is
new, upgrade of
B l a c k w e l l
Children’s Park,
pavement repair, z-
brick repair, repair
of catch basins

Islandwide, bench repair and painting Islandwide,
among many other improvements.  This plan is the
result of careful financial planning by RIOC and pro-
ductive collaboration with the community.

There is much to be proud of on Roosevelt Island.
Next week, Roosevelt Island will host the second bi-
ennial international ideas competition for emerging ar-
chitects.  This competition is a collaboration between

See Berman, page 6
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COLD & HOT SUBS Wheat or Italian Bread
ALL SANDWICHES & SALADS INCLUDE:

Onions, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Pickles, Green Peppers, Olives
PLUS ON REQUEST:

Cheese, Light Mayonnaise Dressing, Mustard, Oil, Vinegar, Hot Peppers, Salt, Pepper

6 inch Footlong
FOR DOUBLE MEAT ADD: $1.00 $2.00
ADD BACON TO ANY SUB .50 1.00

CLASSIC ITALIAN BMT (ham, genoa salami, pepperoni, bologna) $3.69 $5.49
SUBWAY CLUB (roast beef, turkey, ham) 3.89 5.49
SPICY ITALIAN (genoa salami, pepperoni) 3.69 5.49
COLD CUT TRIO (ham, salami, bologna) (all turkey based) 2.99 4.99
TURKEY BREAST & HAM 3.49 5.49
B.L.T. 3.19 4.99
VEGGIE DELITE (all your favorite fixin’s) 2.69 3.99
TUNA 3.39 4.99
VEGGIE PATTY 3.69 5.49
TURKEY BREAST 3.39 4.99
HAM 3.09 4.99
ROAST BEEF 3.39 4.99
SALAMI 3.69 5.49
STEAK & CHEESE (with onions & peppers) 3.69 5.49
MEATBALL 3.29 4.99
SUBWAY MELT (turkey, ham, bacon & cheese) 3.89 5.49
ROASTED CHICKEN BREAST FILLET 3.69 5.49
BBQ RIB 3.69 5.49

JUMBO DELI-STYLE SANDWICHES
TURKEY BREAST 2.59
ROAST BEEF 2.59
HAM 2.59
GENOA SALAMI 2.59
TUNA 2.59
Add Bacon .50

KID’S PAK 3.49
(Jr. Deli Sandwich, cookie, drink, toy: ages 9 & under)

900 Main St., Roosevelt Island 10044

212-848-5530
FREE DELIVERY 1:30PM-9:00PM (Mon-Fri), 11AM-9PM (Sat-Sun)

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

It’s all about the nutrition...
Science says that fresh fruits and
vegetables are best for you – the

natural way to acquire the
vitamins, minerals, and other
nutrients you and your family

need for good health.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid at 
participating locations only. The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated. 
©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
OfferExpires 12/31/2005

1173A Second Ave
Between 61st & 62nd

NEW YORK, NY 10021-8239

1275 First Ave
Between 68th & 69th

New York, NY 10021-5601

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)
Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)
Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5
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CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663
Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil.  We serve brown rice.  All dishes can be altered to

your liking.  Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
609 Main Street • Roosevelt Island



6 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 10, 2005

Island resident Armida Heimerdinger, age 92, passed
away peacefully on September 2 after a long illness.

One of nine children born to Pasquale and Rafaela
Bergamini, and the great granddaughter of the Baron-
ess Lorenzina di Napoli, she was born in Manhattan
on October 6, 1912.  Raised in the Bronx, she married
the late Hans Heimerdinger in 1937 and moved to Co-
lonial Heights, Yonkers, in 1945, where she had a home
for 60 years.

Her career in fashion spanned 60 years as a Sales
Associate and a Millinery and Dress Buyer at
Bloomingdale’s, The Fashion Shop in Yonkers, and at
Saks Fifth Avenue in Manhattan, from which she re-
tired in 1990 at age 78.  A member of the 915 Club, she
was given many honors for her professionalism and
expertise.

She often spoke of the numerous interesting people
she dealt with at Saks, including President Lyndon
Johnson; Jackie Kennedy
Onassis and her mother,
Janet Auchincloss, and
her sister, Lee Radziwill;
James Mason and many
other Hollywood actors;
and famous couture de-
signers.  She had a loyal
following of distin-
guished customers from
Newport, Rhode Island,
Canada, and Europe, who
insisted on purchasing
only from her.  Some
stayed in touch with her
for years after her retire-
ment.

Armida designed jew-
elry which sold in Macy’s
and Fifth Avenue bou-
tiques; was a member of
the SFA Choir, the St.
Eugene’s Senior Associa-
tion, and the Elmsford
Widow and Widowers
Associdation; and enjoyed
writing poetry, dancing,
gardening, and world
travel.

A few years ago, she
moved to live with her
daughter, Linda Heimer,
on Roosevelt Island,
where elevators and dis-

abled access made life easier, and where she made
many new friends. She was a “stuffer” for The WIRE,
a responsibility she took very seriously, and a mem-
ber of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini parish.  She enjoyed
“flirting” with Rivercross staff, which was reciprocated
with affection; Main Street Theatre productions; walks
along the river; and magnificent Island views which
she wrote about in letters and poems to relatives and
friends.

Rivercross neighbor Ethel Romm writes:  “What a
great lady, Armida.  She would stop by to chat when I
was sorting mail in the lobby.  She was dying, and
knew it, yet she always looked as if about to attend an
opera matinee.  And not just the clothes.  Her whole
bearing. Alive, involved.  Interested in you.  Pen-
etrating questions about what you’re up to.  Aris-
tocratic down to her bones... She found (she was a
bit surprised, I think) that this was an extraordinary

place to live.  And to
die.”

She is dearly loved and
survived by her daughter,
Linda; sisters Irma
Bergamini of Croton-On-
Hudson, Lisa Gardner of
Yonkers, and Evelyn Zella
of Fort Pierce, Florida; and
numerous nephews and
nieces and their progeny.
She will be remembered
for her elegance, her stun-
ning jewelry designs, her
charm and warmth.

Her daughter has sug-
gested that, in her
mother’s memory, dona-
tions be made to Orphans
International, 540 Main
Street #418, Roosevelt Is-
land, NY 10044.

Visitation has been
scheduled for Friday, Sep-
tember 9, 2-4 p.m. and 7-9
p.m., at Flynn Memorial
Home, 1652 Cental Park
Ave., Yonkers, with a Fu-
neral Mass at St. Eugene’s
Church, Yonkers, on Sat-
urday at 10:00 a.m., fol-
lowed by internment at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery
in Valhalla, New York.

Armida Heimerdinger
the Emerging New York Architects, RIOC, RIVAA and Coler-Goldwater
Hospital and will highlight the unique qualities of Roosevelt Island.  Many
public events are planned for Island residents in conjunction with this
competition.

RIOC reinstituted its Summer Sounds series, which was enjoyed by
over 300 residents over three beautiful summer evenings.

In two weeks, a “topping off” party will be held for the Octagon Build-
ing, an architectural landmark that dates back to 1839 and is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.  An historical building, once re-
duced to rubble, will be restored to its historic grandeur.  Debris-strewn
space, for more than a decade closed off by a chain link fence, will be
transformed to open greenery for our residents and visitors.  The Octa-
gon, which will dedicate 100 units to affordable housing for middle-in-
come New Yorkers, utilizes state-of-the-art “green building” technology
including high-efficiency boilers, heat pumps, solar panels and windows
– the project has been cited for its leadership in applying sustainable
design principals to residential development.

As always, RIOC welcomes all residents to Board meetings.   Our
evening meetings offer residents the opportunity to share their thoughts
and concerns with the Board.  We would welcome new voices and con-
structive suggestions to continue moving the Island forward.

Berman from page 3

runs on the best fuel
known to mankind –

volunteer power.

But have we heard from you?

The WIRE needs:
feature writers
photographers

Friday-morning stuffers
proofreaders
delivery help

Join us.  Call 212-826-9055.
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25-95 Steinway St., 2nd floor
Astoria, NY  11103

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds

TM
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What George Spitz Can Do
for Roosevelt Island

• Constituent office to be located at 60th and 3rd (endorsed
by Bloomingdale’s Union), requiring one stop for
Roosevelt Island residents.  Minority staff included.

• Introduce legislation for two-year instead of four-year
Council terms.  Election by proportional representation
making probable election of one Council member from
Roosevelt Island in 2007.  May be initiated by petition in
2006.

George Spitz is supported by: Congressman Charles Rangel; past Manhattan
Borough President Percy Sutton; former Reform City Council members Sal Albanese
and Ronnie Eldridge; retired Progressive Assemblyman and Supreme Court Justice
Frank Barbaro; Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (RWDSU) including
Local 3, representing Bloomingdale employees; Public Employees Federation (PEF);
Organization of Staff Analysts (jointly with Jessica Lappin); and the American
Engineering Alliance.

George Spitz
for City Council, 5th District

www.georgespitz.com

as a challenge to the State to get
on with creation of Southpoint
Park.

At one point in his opening state-
ment – untimed because there was
no need to observe any equal-time
requirement with no opponents
present – Miller recalled his first
debt to Roosevelt Island:  “When I
ran for City Council ten years ago,
there were an awful lot of people
who didn’t believe in me, but
Roosevelt Island did, and if you
look at what the margin of victory
was in my race ten years ago, the
margin of victory was Roosevelt Is-
land. [Applause.]  And I’ll tell you
what... I know that when we get
back, I intend to win by a little bit
larger margin than that, but
Roosevelt Island is going to be a

huge part of that for me.”
Miller spoke of Roosevelt Island

and its residents as “we” through
the rest of his remarks.

“I love this Island.  To me, this
Island is really at the heart of what
New York is supposed to be about.
It’s an Island with people from all
over the world, an Island where we
make it possible for people of dif-
ferent incomes to live together; it’s
an Island where sometimes we
struggle with one another but, in
the end, we all love each other.  It’s
an Island that is the heart of New
York in so many ways.

“But it is also like the rest of New
York [in that it is] an Island that
faces real challenges and needs real
leadership – an Island that has suf-
fered from neglect, particularly over
the last 9 or 10 years under this

governor.  It’s an Island that has
both tremendous assets and fun-
damental problems that need to be
solved, and that’s true of the City
broadly.  And that’s why I’m run-
ning for mayor.

“I’m not running for mayor be-
cause New York City is falling apart.
[It isn’t.]  I’m not running for mayor
because I think this mayor has been
a complete disaster, and I’m not try-
ing to convince New Yorkers that
we haven’t made progress over the
last few years.  I’m proud of the
fact that the city hasn’t fallen apart.
[As Speaker of the City Council for
the past four years,] if the city had
fallen apart, I would deserve some
of the blame.”

But Miller said Mike Bloomberg
is a “caretaker” who is “out of
ideas.  I know that I can make New

posed on TPL’s Phase One infra-
structure and plan, done by Mark
K. Morrison Associates.

Board Chair Mary Beth Labate
reported that she has not heard
from the FDR Memorial advocates
since the Board gave them an as-
surance that nothing would be
done for 18 months that might make
their plan for the southern half of
the park impossible.  In voting the
funds while indicating a continu-
ing willingness to consider all
ideas, the Board responded to a
TPL caution that momentum needs
to be preserved in its fundraising
activities for the park.

Youth Center
In an extended discussion of the

Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s
longstanding request for the
Blackwell Minischool space, sev-
eral members of the RIOC Board
lamented a refusal by the Youth
Program’s Board to respond to a
three-page request for additional

Miller from page 1

information seeking a wide variety
of data about the Center, its fi-
nances, its clientele, and its man-
agement.  A member of the Board’s
real-estate subcommittee, John
Mannix, said, “We’re trying to get
to ‘yes.’  We’re not trying to get to
‘no.’”

A member of the Youth Center
Board, Steve Kaufman, engaged in
a brief exchange with RIOC Presi-
dent Herb Berman, whom
Kaufman’s Board had accused of
closing the door to any possibility
of the Youth Center taking over the
Blackwell minischool space.  Ulti-
mately, Board members, including
Board Chair Labate, urged Kaufman
to supply as much of the requested
information as possible.  “If the
message from this Board is asking
that we comply with a reasonable
request, then I’ll supply the infor-
mation,” Kaufman said.

Labate seemed to suggest expe-
diting the delivery of the data,
pointing out that new State legisla-

RIOC Board from page 1 tion could make it more difficult to
give the Youth Program a rent-free
lease after the start of 2006.

Other Items
• The Board approved a resolu-

tion authorizing exploration of op-
tions for ferry service for the Is-
land, in response to a request from
Octagon Apartments developer
Bruce Becker, who would like to
bring ferry service to the Octagon
Park area.

• Berman reported that the
Roosevelt Island bridge will be
raised often in the September 13-28
period, during a United Nations
session.  Public Safety Department
Chief Jim Fry reported that he has
arranged with the Bridge and Tun-
nel Division of the City’s Depart-
ment of Transportation to have
personnel on the Island during the
period, to handle any problems such
as occurred last year when traffic
backed up on the Island after the
bridge got stuck in the raised posi-
tion.

Yorkers better off four years from
now.  I know that we can fix our
schools and I have a positive vi-
sion to do so.  I know that we can
fix our subways and I have a posi-
tive, specific plan to do so. [I’m run-
ning] because I know that we can
get our fair share – that we don’t
have to roll over for this president
and this governor and throw up our
hands.  Because I know that we can
make this City a better and more
competitive place to do business
and a more effective place to create
jobs.  I know that we can preserve
and create affordable housing and
this Island is at the center of all
those issues – not just some – all
of those issues.”

Miller said, “I have a record of
real results,” and then he listed
some of the things Roosevelt Is-
landers know him for: MetroCard
for the Tramway, the Library, and
preserving the AVAC system from
routine annual deletions from the
City’s budget.

“What I’m talking about are
tough issues,” Miller continued.
“The reason it’s taken all this time
and we haven’t had mayors solve
[the City’s many difficult] problems
is because they are tough prob-
lems.  But you look at my record.
It’s one of real results for the City –
passing four budgets while pre-
serving values that are important
to our City – accomplishing things
that people said couldn’t be done
by not listening to those voices
and by focusing on what needs to
be done and how to do it.”

Miller drew applause again with
a reference to the inattention some
mayors have lavished on
Roosevelt Island.  “When
Roosevelt Island turns out and
puts me over the top as the next
mayor of the city of New York,
you’re going to finally have a mayor
who not only knows where

Roosevelt Island is, but under-
stands what Roosevelt Island’s
concerns are and is committed to
solving them.”

Urging voters to get out to vote
on Tuesday, he concluded his
opening statement:

“We don’t have to settle for
where we are today.  We can dream
bigger, we can dream better, and we
can make this Island and the City a
better place.”

Miller responded to questions
prepared by the leadership of the
Residents Association.  On trans-
portation, he described the N train
as so bad that people avoid it to
use the F, causing morning-rush
overcrowding at Roosevelt Island.
“We’ve got to fix the MTA and
make it more responsive to New
Yorkers.”  Advocating ferry service
for the Island, he said, “We are an
Island in the middle of the greatest
harbor in the world.”

Miller remembered battles to save
Southpoint for use as a park, and
mentioned the $4 million he has set
aside for a City contribution.  “We
have to challenge the State to come
up with their portion, as well,” he
said.  “This is a jewel.  This is an
extraordinary opportunity.  We
don’t get opportunities like this
very often.”  Later, he added, “I’m
proud of the fact that all of us have
fought very hard to protect it.  In
staving off [a hotel-condo plan for
Southpoint], “the people in this
room saved something very spe-
cial for future generations.  We now
need to have leadership that’s com-
mitted to converting that into the
tremendous opportunity that it is.”

Miller committed himself, as he
has throughout the campaign, to
fighting to preserve affordable
housing.  “We need to preserve
what we have.  It’s much less ex-
pensive to preserve what we have

See Miller, page 10
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A SENIOR is Running
George Spitz for City Council

GEORGE SPITZ retired from a position as a New York State Auditor of City programs.  He is a
WWII veteran, having served as a radio mechanic in the 8th Air Force.

RENT FREEZE EXPANSION through removal of the $24,000 annual income ceiling on the
Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) and 18.6% real-estate tax increase to be paid
by $4 billion in contracting out costs, which have grown from $2.8 billion to $7.8 billion in the past
12 years.

Banning discrimination against WELL-BEHAVED PETS.

Support for Pedestrians First program of ZERO TOLERANCE FOR HAZARDOUS
CYCLING VIOLATIONS on streets and walkways.

Pressing Democratic Party to resume unwisely dropped support for federal Universal Health
Care coverage, as proposed by Senator Bill Bradley, PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION DRUG
COVERAGE with bonus of relieving New York City of over $4 billion in Medicaid costs.

Urging Democratic Party to expose the sound report by professional actuaries revealing SOCIAL
SECURITY TRUST FUND SURPLUSES have grown over a ten-year period from over $400
billion to more than $1.7 trillion, thus PERMITTING 5% MONTHLY BENEFIT INCREASE
FOR SENIORS TO OFFSET CONSTANTLY RISING MEDICARE COSTS.

RENT FREEZE EXPANSION
PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

REPEAL 18.6% REAL-ESTATE TAX INCREASE
5% MONTHLY BENEFIT INCREASE FOR SENIORS

SUSPEND 2nd AVENUE SUBWAY

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
www.georgespitz.com

Island Arts
Music Center

Roosevelt Island’s New
Community Music School

Enrollment is now open for the Fall term
Classes start Moinday, September 19

–  All ages, all abilities, all musical backgrounds  –

piano • guitar • violin • cello
trumpet • saxophone • flute
clarinet • drums • recorder

Located in the Main St. Cultural Center, 548 Main St.
Classes offered Weekdays and Saturdays

For information,
call 212-929-8343

The Island Arts Music Center was founded by Director of RIVER MUSIC, Robin Russell, trained at Juilliard
and Harvard (B.A. in Music). With over 20 years teaching experience with private students, he has been on the

faculty of the Turtle Bay Music School, and the Diller-Quaile School of Music.



THE FULLER BRUSH MAN has come to Roosevelt Island:  Call Independent Distributor
at 212-731-2547 for catalog and product ordering.
CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.
212-593-0750.
WANTED:  HOME PORTABLE SEWING MACHINE.  Must be in perfect condition.
Call 212-688-4836.
MOVING SALE – Twin & queen-size beds, sofabed, coffee table, dining table, TV
stand, phone, wardrobes, chairs, bookshelf, cabinets, refrigerators, microwaves,
dishes, etc.  Best offer.  718-335-6906.
LOOKING FOR PART-TIME HELP with Microsoft Word manuscript preparation,
including input of heavy editorial corrections, formatting, image importing.  Work on
Roosevelt Island.  212-725-5151 days; 212-355-1747 evenings.
WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
AVAILABLE TO RENT – Large furnished room with bathroom on Island.  Good storage,
a/c, color TV with cable, kitchenette.  $840, with utilities.  (One person only, prefer
adult female; no smokers or cat-haters.)  Contact:  juanabimba@aol.com.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
ELDER LAW – Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119.  800-836-1124.
COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.
PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Ben Treuhaft,
212-505-3173.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate.  212-751-8214.
CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.
ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or
credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.
MOVING?  –  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Sept. 24 issue:  Tuesday, Sept. 20
Deadline for Oct. 8 issue:  Tuesday, Oct. 4
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Tram from page 1

Islanders Launch Relief Efforts
To Help New Orleans Victims

Roosevelt Islanders are responding in a variety of ways to the plight of New Orleans and
its citizens.  A roundup:

• Island gospel artist Juanita Fleming is planning The Roosevelt Island Jazz/Pop/Gospel
Concert for New Orleans for Thursday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.  A number of Islanders and off-Islanders will perform.  The list includes singers
Fleming, Janice Pendarvis, and Louise Bethune; pianists Roy Eaton and Alva Nelson; drummers
Jaimeo Brown, Wally Gator, and Xavier Gadpaille; guitarist Billy “Spaceman” Patterson; and alto
saxophonist Riley Bandy; and others to be announced.

• Orphans International is planning a foster-home facility for the Gulf Coast area in its
first-ever expansion outside the developing world.  OI is receiving donations (which can be
earmarked “New Orleans”) at its Island address, 540 Main Street #418, NYC10044.  Jim Luce,
the organization’s founder, says that a New Orleans foster home for Katrina orphans can be
opened and maintained for $150,000 a year.  There’s additional information available on the
OI website at www.oiww.org.

• Orphans International is also flying in its Sumatra tsunami relief medical team to assist
in recovery efforts in New Orleans, and establishing a scholarship fund to send Katrina-
displaced professionals to volunteer at its Haiti and Indonesian operations for one year.

• A group of knitters from the Big Apple Knitting Guild have started a project to create
blankets for the victims, collecting crocheted or hand- or machine-knitted rectangles to be
joined into blankets which will be sent to a  local distribution center near one of the evacu-
ation shelters in the Gulf Coast region.  Sessions are scheduled for three Wednesdays –
September 14, 21, and 28 – from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  For additional information, call Raye
Schwartz at 212-688-5446 or e-mail raye.schwartz@att.net.

• A clothing drive has been started by the Roosevelt Island Seniors Association and
Roosevelt Island Disabled Association, to be launched tomorrow (Sunday, 9/11) as part of
a 9/11 observation at the 9/11 memorial just west of the Good Shepherd Community Center.
Clothing contributions will be collected at the Senior Center starting Sunday, and there are
plans to place collection boxes at doorstations to receive checks payable to the Red Cross,
and to collect cash and check donations outside the Senior Center at 546 Main Street.

• The PTA at PS 217 is joining in the Seniors’ clothing drive, and there are plans to provide an
avenue of involvement for the children.

• Trellis is collecting contributions to be forwarded to AmeriCare.  See ad, page 11.

The electromechanical hero and culprit – the system that tripped off in response to a
power anomaly, and had to be reset to get things going again – was a silicon control rectifier
(SCR) – a solid state Maxitron 8500 that changes ordinary alternating current power to the
Tram’s particular requirements – 480 volts of direct current.  Once Cordova accomplished
the reset, the episode was over in a few minutes.

But shortly after the episode, RIOC Board member Deborah Beck shot off an e-mail to
RIOC President Herb Berman after she heard from Island House resident Judy Berdy, whose
mother had missed the 4:15 trip and took a cab back to Manhattan.  “I want to know... who
was in charge at the station during this shift,” Berdy wrote.  Beck forwarded the e-mail to
Berman (who had already received Berdy’s original) saying, “Judy’s e-mail highlights an
issue I have raised in the past, who is in charge after hours weekdays and on the weekend?
We need to have a protocol for this ASAP.”

Berman responded, “I have left word with Armando to meet with me on Tuesday to
discuss that issue and why his staff did not know how to use the generator.”  In Thursday
night’s RIOC Board meeting, he reported many of the details repeated here.

Questions about handling of Tramway emergencies had been raised, as Beck wrote, at
RIOC Board meetings.  In at least one meeting, Board members were assured by Berman that
someone capable of solving problems such as last week’s power outage is always on duty.

Temperatures climbed in Tram cabins during Friday’s outage, but windows were
opened and, according to reports, one passenger held up a sign suggesting a call to
Spider-Man.  On the Island, 25 emergency vehicles stood by, while a police helicopter
airlifted Armando Cordova, the Tramway’s lead supervisor, to Roosevelt Island.

rent mix of Northtown housing fits the proportions prescribed in the GDP, and that any
change would distort the proportions and, therefore, violate the GDP.

Assemblymember Pete Grannis, who represents Roosevelt Island, forwarded the letter to
Comptroller Thompson in May, pointing out that the Comptroller’s “authority to monitor
compliance with the terms of the Master Lease is set out” in the lease; the position was
endorsed, at that time, by a “Coalition of Roosevelt Island Elected Officials,” including
Grannis, City Council Speaker Gifford Miller, State Senator José Serrano, Rep. Carolyn
Maloney, and Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

Late last month, Thompson responded, “I agree that the proposed removal of Westview
from the Mitchell-Lama program raises some legal concerns and may violate the amended
General Development Plan... that specifies the percentages of affordable housing units to
be maintained on Roosevelt Island.”  Thompson continues by promising that his office will
“closely monitor” the matter.

The contention raises a classic question about laws and contracts.  Since the Mitchell-
Lama law allows withdrawal of buildings from the program after required periods of non-
profit operation (now satisfied in the case of all Roosevelt Island Mitchell-Lama develop-
ments), is that landlord right compromised by the lease, which is a contract between the
State and the City?

A further concern is that Mayor Bloomberg and the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC) can agree to change the GDP which, in any case, RIOC has come to consider
and treat as a “loose collection of ideas” rather than a summary of firmly binding contractual
obligations.

Copies of the correspondence will be posted next week, with this issue of The WIRE, on
Website NYC10044, at nyc10044.com.

Westview from page 1

than to create new.  If we lose 10,000 units and build 10,000 units, we haven’t accomplished
anything.  All we’ve done is tread water.  We need to have a mayor who’s focused on that.”

Miller said he would welcome an election among residents to help select the mayor’s
representatives on the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.
He added, “I think that the [final] Brodsky report is going to show real structural problems
here that need to be overhauled.”

Miller stayed to answer questions from several residents, both in the formal setting and
one-on-one.  His wife, Pam, watched and listened throughout, and Miller thanked her for
joining him for the campaign trip to Roosevelt Island.

Miller from page 8



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a happy, healthy school year!

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
• Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring
• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
• Storage Available
• Draperies and All Household Items

• Free Pick-up and Delivery
• Concierge or to Your Door
• Storage Available
• Complimentary Laundry Bag
• Convenient Monthly Billing
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101
TEL:  718-729-4566 • FAX:  718-729-4344

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Let’s Help
Trellis is once again serving as a collection
point for relief contributions... this time for
our wounded brothers and sisters in New

Orleans and vicinity.  Your checks and cash
will be forwarded in the name of Roosevelt
Island to AmeriCare.  Thank you for again
showing this community’s generous nature.

See you at Trellis.

Professional House Cleaning Service

www.mollymaid.com

•  Bonded, dependable, and thoroughly trained.
•  You’ll get the results you want; we guarantee it.
•  We come to your home in uniform, ready to

work.

Call today for your FREE in-home customized
consultation & estimate.

212-629-4982
Each franchise

independently owned
and opeated.

Give your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214212-751-8214

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant
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Zagat 25 Rating
For a full menu visit www.ubolkitchen.com

Fried Bean Curd
Fried Wonton
Thai Spring Roll
Shrimp Spring Roll
Satay
Thai Dumpling
Vegetable Dumpling
Curry Puff
Crab Meat Ball
Ground Shrimp Chip
Thai Spicy Wings
Thai Spare Ribs
Tod Mun (Fish Cake)
Mee Krob
BBQ Squid
Grilled Pork

òThe Drunken Fishó
Steamed Seafood Combo

Seafood with Chili and Onion
Shrimp Scampi

Pot Roasted Shrimp with Bean Thread
Fish with Chili Sauce or Tamarind Sauce

Fish with Garlic and White Pepper
Sweet and Sour Fish

Fish with Ginger
Fish Chu Chee Curry

Pad Thai
Lard Nah
Pad See-Eew
Pad Kee-Mao
Pad Woon-Sen
Thai Fried Rice
Shrimp or Crab Fried Rice

Noodles and Rice

Red Curry
Green Curry
Jungle Curry

Panaeng Curry
Masaman Curry
Sweet and Sour

Broccoli
Chili and Onion

Basil Leaves
Cashew Nuts

Baby Corn and Mushrooms
Ginger
Garlic

Appetizers

Entrees

ò...the kitchen serves up authentic and inspired 

Thai recipies worthy of a trip to Queensó
-New York Magazine

Seafood

òWorth the drive from Suffolk for one of the best 

Thai food restaurants this side of Bangkok.ó

-Ron Beigel (www.longislandpress.com)

Tel: 718-545-2874
Fax: 718-545-0743

2442 Steinway St.
Astoria, NY 11103

òIf youõve never tried Thai food before, youõre missing 
the best food in the world.ó

Free Delivery including Roosevelt Island by Car

ADVANCED REHABILITATION
PHYSICAL THERAPY, PC

133 East 58th Street, 14th Floor, Manhattan
212-980-3600

Insurances Accepted Include:
Medicare,
Blue Cross Blue Shield,
Oxford/Oxford Medicare Advantage
United Health Care,
Workers Compensation,
Horizon Health Plan,
Multiplan,
Hotel Trade Health Center

Conditions Treated Include:
Back and neck pain/
pathologies, Knee and shoulder
pathologies, Rotator cuff injuries,
Carpal tunnel syndrome, Repetitive
stress injuries, Foot and ankle
injuries, Neurological disorders,
Balance disorders ,
Deconditioning due to cardiac/
pulmonary disorders

Conveniently located near all transportation
Hands-on care delivered by licensed physical therapists with over 50 years of

experience is the substance of our practice.  Pat Marino and Mary Piltz supervise a
dedicated staff of therapists

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
You have financial questions???
We have financial answers!!!

• Financial Planning – Retirement, College Funding, etc.
• Insurance – Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care
• Investments  –  Securities offered thru CJM Planning,

Member NASD/SIPC
• Mortgages  – Registered mortgage broker – NYS Banking

Department loans arranged through third-party
providers – We represent over 40 banks

• Real Estate – Purchase, rentals, sales
• Tax Preparation – Tax reduction planning

212-644-8231
Webpage:  Accountfin.com

E-mail:  generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

• Divorce & Family Law
• Personal Injury Law
• Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 • Cell 917-539-6415

• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Real Estate:  Closings
• Business Law

Free Delivery to

Roosevelt Is
land

by Car

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask  for your special RI  resident’s discount card
Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $29 • LGA $14 • Newark $58+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon


