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RI Housing Starts an Upscale March

Briefly...
• The Island Chamber of Commerce has started its drive to fund holi-

day lights, seeking $275 to sponsor a pole (there are 22), $500-700 for
strings across Main Street, and other donations.  To get involved or get
more information, call Julie Palermo at 646-331-3445 or Carol da Silva at
212-838-4747.

• Orphans International will hold its annual fundraiser Tuesday, No-
vember 22, at the Harvard Club.  Ticket prices are $100 in advance, $110
at the door.  OI anticipates a 2005 tally of over $250,000 in raising funds to
raise global citizens among the world’s orphans.  For more information,
call founder Jim Luce at 212-755-7285.

• RIOC has stepped up placement of bait traps in a rodent control
effort and warns residents to keep children and pets away from “black
square boxes” on the ground, which contain poisonous bait.  Residents
are also asked to clean up after lunches and picnics to deny sources of
garbage to populations of pests.

• In a joint bulletin with RISK (the Roosevelt Island Safety Kommittee),
RIOC says it is also stepping up parking enforcement, and warns that
“handicapped hooks” – tags that hang from rear-view mirrors – do not
entitle their holders to unlimited parking on Main Street.  Such tags per-
mit use of designated spots in parking lots, not on streets.

• In September, RIOC issued  a list of 16 “summer work tasks” that
had been completed, with another dozen or so ongoing with completion
anticipated by now.  The suspension-torturing roadway outside 40 River
Road has been repaved (and other Z-brick repairs were yet to be under-
taken).  Lumber was replaced at Meditation Steps, then painted.  Foot-
bridges in Lighthouse Park were replaced, and Belgian block was re-
paired on the west promenade.  And wooden benches Island-wide have
gotten new slats.  Still on the punch list:  Repairing/replacing street
lighting Island-wide.

Elevators at the south end of Motorgate have been fixed or replaced,
as well, but the north-end elevators remain dormant in a dispute between
RIOC and Manhattan Park:  RIOC says Manhattan Park is responsible,
but those elevators have been out of service for well over a year.  Man-
hattan Park management did not respond to a message seeking its view
of the problem.

• PS/IS217 students are engaged in a one-month Penny Harvest, aim-
ing at a goal of 25 thirty-pound sacks and formation of a Roundtable, a
decision-making group empowered to contribute funds to community
projects of their choice.  Information from Guidance Counselor Susan
Cohen at 212-980-0294, extension 3230.  The project ends November
23.

• A movie company closed off access to Southpoint Park last Sunday,
without authorization, according to RIOC.  A RIOC spokesman says Pub-
lic Safety (212-832-4545) will always know Southpoint’s status, should
the question arise in the future.

It’s Election Day Tuesday.  Help Keep the Island’s Turnout High.

Eastwood Market Rates
Studio $1,164 - 1,236
1-BR 1,552 - 1,760
2-BR 2,100 - 2,373
3-BR 2,900 - 3,190
4-BR 3,600 - 3,960

Octagon Park Apartments
100 Affordable Apartments Other Apts

Income range Rent range Rent range
Studio $48,750 - 66,000 $1,300 - 1,650 $1,400 - 2,200
1-BR 61,740 - 70,650 1,600 - 1,764 1,600 - 2,900
2-BR 74,130 - 85,500 2,118 2,300 - 3,800
3-BR 85,680 - 97,650 2,448 4,100 - 6,000

With the release of rental rates
for the new Octagon Apartments
and for Eastwood units going to
market rate, Roosevelt Island’s af-
fordable housing is starting a slow
march upscale.  Taken together with
luxury housing in Southtown and
potential privatization of Island
House, Westview, and Rivercross,
the demographics here are about
to change.

At Octagon Park, a studio apart-
ment will go for as low as $1,300
per month for a resident qualifying
for one of the 100 affordable units;
that will require annual income be-
tween $48,750 and $66,000.  But
even in the affordable category, stu-
dio rents will go as high as $1,650.
The range for studios in Eastwood,
once they become available at mar-
ket rates, will be $1,164 to $1,236.

Monthly rentals at the Octagon
will rise to as much as $6,000 a
month for a three-bedroom apart-
ment; Eastwood rates for three bed-
rooms are currently projected to
top out at $3,190.

In the Brodsky committee hear-
ings last month, former RIOC Board
Chair Mary Beth Labate revealed
that the renter composition of
Southtown’s first two buildings,
dedicated to Cornell-Weill and
Sloan-Kettering, is being evaluated

for satisfaction of Southtown’s
“80-20” obligation in which 20% of
the development’s apartments are
to be affordable.  That raises the
prospect that no or little additional
housing in the affordable category
will be built there.

Purchase prices at Island House
and Westview, presuming tenant
associations there negotiate some
form of resident ownership, are be-
ing projected in the hundreds of
dollars per square foot, with rental
rates or sale prices for any vacated
apartments in those buildings likely
to rise substantially.  Even presum-
ing rent-level protections for exist-
ing tenants who don’t buy, the de-
mographics in those buildings will

begin a rise should privatization
plans work out.

And at the Rivercross coopera-
tive, shareholders are anticipating
as much as a 40 to 50 percent in-
crease in monthly costs in any
privatization plan, which would re-
quire a new mortgage, a possible
increase in ground rent, and a
change in tax structure.

Changes in Eastwood are not
likely for as much as a year, while
the owner goes through a right-siz-
ing process to qualify as many ten-
ants as possible for Section 8
vouchers, and changes in Island
House, Westview, and Rivercross
will await some firm movement on
privatization.  But the announce-
ment of market rates at Eastwood
and Octagon Park, and the 2006
opening of Southtown building
number three mark a clear line in
the calendar, past which Roosevelt
Island economic demographics will
inevitably climb upward.

Look familiar?
Katie Lorah, an
urban planning
graduate of NYU,
turned herself into
Roosevelt Island for
Halloween, complete
with a lighthouse at her
toes (the north end), the
Renwick Ruin on her
head (Southpoint), and
the Queensboro Bridge.
The costume, which
she made from scratch
in five hours, cost about
$20, including a green
track suit.
Photo by Ryan Hagen.

news analysis by Dick Lutz
Dorothy Davis sees it as a dance.  It’s the interac-

tion among Island House tenants, the building’s own-
ers, and RIOC.  “The three each come with their own
power,” Davis says.  “The dance becomes how to
negotiate so everyone wins.”

At Westview, it’s more of a saber dance.  Chad
Marlow of the Public Advocacy Group, which now
represents tenants there, has written John Mannix of
the RIOC Board of Directors to reassert a legal con-
tention put forward by the tenants – that there are 23
more years to run in Northtown’s middle-income re-
quirements imposed in the “Major Lease” under which
New York State is developing New York City’s
Roosevelt Island.  For that reason, the argument goes,
Westview cannot be privatized without some commit-
ted plan to retain Northtown’s mix of middle-
income affordable housing.

Who holds the power?  The RIOC
Board – specifically Mannix, in a po-
sition statement in which other Board
members have concurred – that its
real power comes only at the end of
the process, and it’s the power to ex-
tend the buildings’ ground leases, or
not.  Sheldrake is known to have significant
clout in Albany, but how firmly the Governor’s of-
fice can or will intervene on its behalf is not clear.  And
despite a widespread feeling that the RIOC Board sim-
ply rubber-stamps the hiring and deal-making done in
Albany, Mannix has voiced a Board resistance to any
higher-level influence that might shake the Board from
its determination to protect the existing population of
residents.

The Sheldrake Organization holds the power of po-
tential ownership but, given the stance of the RIOC
Board, it will surely want tenants to sign off on any
request for the ground-lease extension it needs to make
privatization work.  That is, presenting a plan that has
the endorsement of a majority of residents is sure to
enhance its chances of getting good ground-lease and
tax deals.  Conversely, asking for them with clear and
reasoned resident resistance could be problematic.

Does this mean residents hold the power cards in
negotiations to privatize?

If tenants are united – either for or against a plan –
they should be able to bring considerable  pressure to
bear through the political structure and, as in the case

of Westview, through hints at litigation.  But RIOC
and Sheldrake, as one observer points out, have the
power to walk away from the deal and know where
they’ll sleep that night.  Residents, by contrast, have
a good deal more at stake – their homes.

Nobody wants to lose in any game involving their
shelter, so residents have reason to be concerned and
cooperative in trying to structure a deal, or militant in
prosecuting a case against privatization without a
middle-income housing preservation plan.

A delicate dance, indeed.

In Privatizations, a Power Dance

Biggest Crowd Ever?  Perhaps the largest crowd ever marched in last
Saturday’s Halloween Parade, sponsored by the Youth Center, Housing
Management, RIOC, Blackwell Management, Manhattan Park, and the
Octagon.  They were led by the WBCL Posse Fife & Drum Corps from
Mt. Vernon, NY (photo below).  Full color coverage, pages 8-9.
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The Editorial Page

To the Editor, The New York Times:
Of course, The Times has every right to endorse anyone it sees fit for

public office. However, the reasons presented should make better sense
than those presented in the October 23 endorsement of Joel Zinberg for
the Fifth Councilmanic District seat.  Dr. Zinberg is a cardiac surgeon
with a law degree and, if it were necessary to vote heart surgeons onto
the staff of Mt. Sinai Medical Center, I certainly might vote for him.  As
you noted in your endorsement editorial, Jessica Lappin, in her role as
Chief of Staff to the Speaker of the City Council, has done the work of
that legislative body for four years while doggedly attending to the needs
of Speaker Miller’s constituents, especially on Roosevelt Island, where I
live.

Politics and government service should be treated as a profession and
the requirements for office should deal with the professional training and
experience required by the job, not an extraneous recitation of creden-
tials. Cardiac surgeons are not necessarily experts on health care legisla-
tion or stem cell research, as your endorsement suggests; public ser-
vants (and their staffs) who daily deal with the nuts and bolts of passing
laws and handling the problems of district denizens are more likely to
have that expertise.  For better or for worse, New York City’s term limits
have denied us a professional cadre of long-term elected officials.  Es-
chewing a proven professional like Ms. Lappin for a political dilettante is
simply bad judgment.

Matthew M. Katz

To the Editor:
I was appalled by the recitation

of RIOC’s financial malfeasance
presented to the Brodsky hearings
on October 17 through the Hitsman
communication to DHCR Commis-
sioner Judith Calogero and re-
ported in the October 22 issue of
The Main Street WIRE.  We might
expect such behavior from the of-
ficers of a rogue corporation, but
such blatant feeding at the public
trough by senior officers of our
State public-benefit corporation
beggars the imagination.  One
doesn’t expect to see base compen-
sation for government workers in-
crease from one year to another by
figures exceeding 25%, especially
during a salary freeze.  Where else
in public or government service
does compensation increase by
that much?  Then there are the ad-
ditions and benefits (some ten cat-
egories were listed, including “Cash
Payments for Unknown Reasons”)
that amounted to as much as
31.55% of base pay.  Nice work if
you can get it.

This included extra compensa-
tion as a “World Trade Center Ap-
preciation Bonus” for three senior
officers with payment for as much
as 26 hours of volunteer work in a
single day!  Curious, especially
given the 18 hours “on the Pile”
claimed by Mr. Ryan in addition to
the base compensation for 8 hours

To the Editor:
Two very important issues will

be on the ballot on Election Day,
November 8, and I urge voters to
support both Question 1 and Ques-
tion  2.  With a yes vote on both of
these critical proposals, which will
be in Column 8 on the far right side
of the ballot, Roosevelt Islanders
can support reforming New York’s
much-maligned budget process
and ensure funding for the first
segment of the long-awaited Sec-
ond Avenue Subway line.

Question #1, an amendment to
re-vamp New York’s infamously
dysfunctional budget process,
gives voters the opportunity to put
an end to chronically-late state
budgets and to ensure that the pro-
cess by which the budget is
adopted is more open, accountable
and efficient.  The proposal would
make the Governor’s budget more
transparent and would create an
Independent Budget Office (IBO),
modeled on successful offices in
Washington and many other states,
to provide legislators and the pub-
lic with objective financial informa-
tion, a key ingredient of meaning-
ful budget negotiations.  Supported
by Common Cause, NYPIRG and
The League of Women Voters, this
agreement would be the first step
in a larger movement to reform busi-
ness-as-usual in Albany.

Question #2, the Rebuild and
Renew New York Transportation
Bond Act, is particularly important
because it would provide $450 mil-
lion to build the first segment of
the Second Avenue Subway.  The
Bond Act would allocate $90 mil-
lion for the purchase of new, clean-
fuel buses, as well as additional
funds for new subway cars and a
rail link between the Long Island
Rail Road and Grand Central Termi-
nal.

On Tuesday, New Yorkers have
an opportunity to vote for progress
and change – the start of the City’s
first major subway line in 65 years
and better, on-time state budgets.
It is important not to miss the
chance to support these important
propositions.  Vote yes on ballot
Questions 1 and 2.

Pete Grannis
Member of Assembly

Endorsement:

Lappin for Council

Roosevelt Island is losing a strong City Council voice – Gifford
Miller – to ill-advised term limits.

But the good news is that a strong new voice is ready to take
his place.  Jessica Lappin, Miller’s key aide through years of
fighting for Roosevelt Island’s needs, will become Miller’s elected
replacement on the Council if Island voters turn out in strength
on Tuesday.

Lappin, who was here last Saturday for Roosevelt Island’s
Halloween parade (photo), has been an important presence at
every major Island event – particularly those that really count –
for half a decade.  She knows our issues.  She’s learned how to
deal with power.  With the knowledge and the skills, she’ll be a
valuable addition to the team of legislators that represents the
Island.

There is a danger that, seeing the mayoral election as cut
and dried, Island voters will stand down on Tuesday.  Every fail-
ure to vote is effectively a vote for Lappin’s opposition.  He has
mounted a strong challenge but, so far as we know, has never
visited Roosevelt Island and may be unaware of the Island’s spe-
cial situation in the political picture.

Clearly, we need every strong advocate we can find and elect.
Jessica Lappin will fill that role – but only if she gets every pos-
sible Roosevelt Island vote.

See you at the polls Tuesday.
DL

To RIOC President Herb Berman:
Let me start by saying that I do not envy your job.  As highlighted in

the most recent issue of The Main Street WIRE, you hold a position that
was previously occupied by unseemly character(s) who enriched them-
selves and left us with deteriorating infrastructure and disappearing open
space.  In short, the trust of this community was betrayed.  Even worse,
due to the “un-American” system of governance that exists on this Is-
land, there was nothing we could do about it.  We were powerless to
remove a tyrant, and when he was finally gone, we could not even assure
ourselves that it would not happen again because we were not allowed
to evaluate and elect a replacement.

When you were appointed, all we could do was cross our fingers and
hope for the best.  Some of your actions have given me hope for the
future.  As I indicated in my prior letter to The WIRE a few weeks ago,
many of the improvements you have made to the Island over this past
summer should be recognized and lauded.  Furthermore, I believe that
the Request for Initial Proposals (“RFIP”) for various portions of the
Island may be a step in the right direction for much needed change,
including the revitalization of the Island’s retail sector.  Even if well-
intentioned, your means of issuing the RFIP, however, was imprudent,
given that this community is still reeling from the transgressions of the
last administration.  Unilaterally issuing RFIPs for multiple sites, includ-
ing part of what is supposed to become Southpoint “Park,” without input
from – or even notice to – this community can only be expected to garner
the admonition and criticism that it did.  Such actions echo past RIOC
administrations.  Furthermore, hiring spokespersons such as George Shea,
instead of responding directly to public concerns about the RFIP, only
worsens this community’s sense of alienation from its governing body.
If you are to gain the trust of this wounded community and energize
those who care about this Island, you need to go above and beyond to
reach out, inform, and listen.

Meanwhile, I also ask you not to prejudge this community and believe
that all of us are combative or anti-development.  While I believe im-
provement is needed in Island management, I strongly disagree with the
language and tenor of many of the columns authored by RIRA President
Steve Marcus.  While certain elements of the Octagon project should
have been modified to meet community concerns, I believed that the
Octagon litigation was too little, too late, and would only end as it did
with further negative legal precedent and, as you have pointed out, money
wasted from the RIOC coffers on legal costs.  However, what you can
learn from Mr. Marcus’s columns and the Octagon litigation is that this is
a community of people who care but have no meaningful process by
which to make their voices heard.  It has been left with only The WIRE
and the courtroom to vent its frustrations.

This is where you can make a real difference:  by giving this commu-
nity a voice in its own destiny and making RIOC a more accountable and
transparent system of governance.  Simple steps would include schedul-
ing RIOC meetings at hours that working members of the community can
attend, and allowing more active public participation at meetings.  Fur-
ther-reaching efforts would include seeking community feedback on plan-
ning for the future use of Island space (both developed and undevel-
oped) and demonstrating a true commitment to preserving certain open
space on the Island by lobbying for its designation as State parkland.  By
allowing Roosevelt Islanders to become invested in this community’s
future, you will be able to transcend the tarnished history of past RIOC
Presidents, avoid the specter of litigation at the mere suggestion of land
development, and help make this Island into the model community that it
was originally intended to become.

Kevin Klesh

See Letters, page 10



– This Weekend –
ÌJ. Wayne Olson’s Questions for a Fetus, a series

of art installations, continuing through December,
Rivercross Window Gallery, sponsored by the Mother
Earth Committee.  November:  Evil Part II; Language
(signs and symbols of communication).  December:
Routes (the paths of cultures and races).

New York Junior Tennis League 2005 winter pro-
gram starts, 6:00-8:00 a.m., Sat.-Sun., Nov. 5, every
weekend to the end of March, Roosevelt Island
Racquet Club, under the bridge at the Tram station.

Free, ages 7-18, only sneakers required.  NYJTL provides equipment.
Tram out of service, Sun., Nov. 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., for FDNY rescue

and evacuation drill.
Group Show continuing through Nov.

13 at Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street.
Gallery hours Wed. and Fri., 6-9, Sat. and Sun., 11-5.

– The Coming Week –
Election Day, Tue., Nov. 8, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., PS/IS 217.
Community Board 8 Land Use Committee Meeting on a Hudson-Re-

lated application for inclusionary housing credits for Southtown Build-
ing 4 (to be built at 425 Main Street), in a plan to dedicate 24 apartments
to special-needs residents, Wed., Nov. 9, 6:30 p.m., Hunter College School
of Social Work auditorium, 129 East 79th Street.  Additional information
from CB8 at 212-758-4340.

Medicare Part D Seminar, Thur., Nov. 10, 7-9 p.m., conducted by Is-
lander Ellen Polivy, for residents on Medicare.  Free.  Call 212-750-6242
for location (on Roosevelt Island) and reservation.

– Future Events –
Eastwood Building Committee Bazaar, Sun., Nov. 13, 3:00-8:00 p.m.,

the Senior Center, 546 Main Street.  Information:  Fay Vass, 212-755-4089.
RIOC Board of Directors Meeting, Thur., Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m., Chapel of

the Good Shepherd.  The Board’s afternoon meetings usually conclude
with an opportunity for public comment, specific time uncertain.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m., at the Library.  The
Map of Love by Ahdaf Soueif.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Nov. 19.  (To receive e-mail
bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadline:  Ads in the paper,
Thursday, Nov. 10; decision on circulars/inserts for The Bag, Tue., Nov.
15; they are due Thur., Nov. 17.  Future issues:  Fortnightly through Decem-
ber:  Dec. 3, 17; then fortnightly, resuming Jan. 14, 2006.  News phone,
212-826-9055; urgent matters 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and
classified advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214.  To list
your organization’s Island-related event in this column, e-mail informa-
tion to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE,
at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for
follow-up questions.  There is no
charge for such listings.

La Leche League meeting for
pregnant and breastfeeding moth-
ers, Mon., Nov. 21, 10:30 a.m., 536
Main Street (behind Capri Pizza).
Free.  Information:  212-832-1188.

Orphans International Fourth
Annual Benefit, Tue., Nov. 22, 6-9 p.m., Harvard Club, Manhattan.  Tick-
ets $100.  Information at oiww.org or (212) 755-7285.

Roy Eaton Plays at BargeMusic, Thur., Dec. 1, Brooklyn.  Music of
Gershwin, Chopin, Joplin, and Still.  Tickets at www.BargeMusic.org.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Dec. 7, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin with an oppor-
tunity for members of the public to make presentations to the Council.

La Leche League meeting for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers,
Mon., Dec. 19, 10:30 a.m., 536 Main Street (behind Capri Pizza).  Free.
Information:  212-832-1188.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Dec. 22, 6:30 p.m., at the Library.  Read-
ing Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Yoga
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Chinese Massage
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Painting and Sculpting
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Heart Health Care
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals:
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
10:00, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Nov. 7, 9:30-11:30, Flu

Shots, first-come, first-served
(no appointments)

Thur., Nov. 10, 10:30, Aqueduct
Park trip

Fri., Nov. 11, Veterans Day; no
lunch will be served

Wed., Nov. 16, Atlantic City trip
Sat., Nov. 19, 6:00, RISA Annual

Dinner

The
RIRA
Column

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

The
RIOC
Column

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

Of course I’d like you to read this whole column,
but if you only get through this sentence, let me leave
you with this:  Please vote this Tuesday.  Our commu-
nity has always had above-average participation at
the polls, and that translates to above-average atten-
tion paid to us by our elected representatives.  Even
though you may think that the Mayor’s race is sewed
up, the outcome for our City Council seat is by no
means a lock, and the winner will have major impact
on the amount of funding that we can receive in the
next few years.  So read up on the candidates and vote

for the ones that you
feel will best represent
your interests and the
interests of your com-
munity.

 One of these days,
it is my fondest hope
that I can write an up-
beat, folksy piece
about the nice things
that people are doing

in the neighborhood.  Unfortunately, it ain’t gonna be
this week, and not because there aren’t nice people to
talk about.  It’s because I’m stuck discussing the lat-
est ways that your State-appointed board is planning
to screw the Island.  This month it’s five “Requests
for Initial Proposal” (RFIP’s) guaranteed to completely
wreck the Island so that our Guv can repay some more
favors.  The deals involve 1) building a 21-28 story
tower on the parking lot of Coler Hospital; 2) sale of
RIOC’s majority interest in Motorgate garage to a pri-
vate concern; 3) leveling the power plant, Sportspark,
and the tennis bubble for a commercial enterprise; 4)
paving over Southpoint Park for development (the
request for proposal doesn’t care whether it is com-
mercial or residential); and 5) selling the commercial
property on Main Street to a private company.

This maneuver is repulsive on every level.  It’s hard
to know where to start.  There isn’t a shred of urban or
social planning, just a random giveaway of precious
resources.  Virtually every part of it violates the Gen-
eral Development Plan, but that’s O.K. – the “Request”
says that the GDP may be changed.  Ratio of residents
to open space?  Nobody gives a damn.  Nor has any-
body thought about traffic or parking for the new in-
flux of cars.  Loyalty or concern for the shop owners
on Main Street?  The hell with ’em; money talks.  The
garage is the only place to park, but who cares if sell-
ing the monopoly to one of the Guv’s buddies will
trigger huge increases in parking fees.

Almost a year ago, resident experts in power plan-
ning met with Herb Berman to discuss upgrading the
power plant to a 30 MW facility that would be less
polluting than the current facility, would offer signifi-
cant income to the Island, provide plentiful hot water
for heating the hospitals and new Southtown struc-
tures, and allow the older buildings the opportunity
to inexpensively convert their infrastructure for size-
able savings.  The site would be built with grants from
NYPRG that would entail minimal expense to RIOC.

Although Mr. Berman promised to follow up with
NYPRG representatives, no effort of any kind was
made.

Each “RFIP” costs $4,000 to $8,000 to submit – wanna
bet they only get one or two for each project?  Wanna
bet the single bidder gets to write his own contract?
Oh yeah, the “real-estate consultant” gets a hefty com-
mission for anything he sells – so you can be sure
that he’s got the community’s best interests as a top
priority.

Although these are major changes that will have
enormous and far-reaching effects on the community,
there hasn’t been a single public discussion of why
these are good ideas.  The Guv’s folks just assume

that the ciphers on
the RIOC Board
will rubber stamp
whatever gets
pushed under their
noses, like they do
with most of the
other awful sug-
gestions they get.

How about the
RIOC website?
Have a look at all
the rules and regu-
lations and self-
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n
these jokers put
there – with not a
word about the
RFIP’s they are so
anxious to solicit.
But the real-estate
developer that’s
been given carte-

blanche to sell off huge parts of the Island has no
problem with hawking its wares at
www.joneslanglasallerooseveltisland.com.

Makes you feel good that these are the very people
who will negotiate the ground lease extensions for
Eastwood, Island House, and Westview.  Since, of
course, there is no news from RIOC on this crucial
decision, I will guess that Eastwood is probably al-
ready negotiated, giving the landlord very generous
terms in exchange for the same lousy space for the
Youth Center, while RIOC moves their offices to the
spacious area at Lilies School.  This deal will be kept
secret, while RIOC screws Island House and Westview
out of millions – all to be paid by residents either in
the form of higher rents or higher mortgages if they
ever can buy their apartments.

Folks, if we don’t demand decent government, as
loudly and as actively as we can, these people will
destroy your community and price you out of your
homes.  Write your elected officials, and make a stink
at the RIOC meetings.  We just have to stop them for
another 12 months, and we’ll have a chance to elect a
governor who cares about this place.  Oh yeah, and
don’t forget to vote this Tuesday!

Roosevelt Island is the first destination of the “Unit-
ing Painting” exhibition, created by political cartoon-
ist and fine artist Ranan Lurie.  The monumental art
exhibition begins as a canvas hanging 75 feet from the
UN ceiling, turns into a carpet as it moves down the
stairs of the building’s main lobby, turns into canvas
again, and then moves outside flowing onto the UN

Plaza’s pavement to-
ward the East River
and lands, again on
canvas, on the south-
ernmost tip of
Roosevelt Island.
Lurie’s vision is for the
art to continue its path
around the globe.

The concept for the
painting dates back to

1968. Lurie created artwork – incorporating painting,
mosaics, pebbles, and more – that snaked around his
Connecticut house.  Lurie brought the idea to the UN
about 18 months ago, and offered to do the project at
his own expense.  Nearly $500,000 later – and with the
help of a crew of about three dozen people – the “Unit-
ing Painting” project at the UN and Roosevelt Island
was completed.

Lurie said he has an agreement in place for a version
of the “Uniting Painting” to be done in Greece. Other
possible locales include Cyprus, Great Britain, India,
South Korea, South Africa, Egypt, and Jerusalem. The
designs would be Lurie’s, with the execution done by
local artists.

The idea of the painting is to serve as a symbol of
“unity and goodwill” among different cultures and
religions.  Lurie added that the painting, by “refusing
to be confined to one area” and by adjusting to vari-
ous indoor and outdoor environments, also symbol-
izes the curiosity and adaptability of humankind.

I was proud to represent Roosevelt Island, along
with RIOC Chair Deborah Boatright, and RIOC staff
Brad Harlan and Carla Van de Walle, at the unveiling
held this past Tuesday evening at the UN.  Ambassa-

dors and other dignitaries from over 50 countries also
attended the UN event.  The fact that this project is
under the UN auspices and was created by such a pres-
tigious artist, will ensure that its message of world peace
will spread around the globe.  I am proud that Roosevelt
Island is participating in this international event.

“Uniting Painting” will remain at the UN until early
2007.  For more information, please visit the website:
www.unitingpainting.com.

While you are down at the southern tip of the Is-
land viewing the art exhibition, you will be standing

directly in front of
U Thant Island.
Not many people
know the history of
U Thant Island. It is
an artificial Island
that was built in the
1890s.  U Thant Is-
land was named for
the Burmese secre-
tary-general of the
United Nations be-
tween 1961 and
1971.

The island was
built by subway
pioneer August
Belmont, who was
completing the
Steinway Tunnels
under the East
River. Piano manu-

facturer William Steinway had begun the tunnels in
1890, hoping to extend trolley service between Man-
hattan and Queens. Steinway died before the project
could be finished, but Belmont stepped in. Belmont
Island (as it was then called) was made up of landfill
from the excavated tunnel.

For the next 70 years, Belmont Island was all but
forgotten, but in 1976, United Nations employees who

Continued, with photo, on page 8; See RIOC
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Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid at 
participating locations only. The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated. 
©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
OfferExpires 12/31/2005

1173A Second Ave
Between 61st & 62nd

NEW YORK, NY 10021-8239

1275 First Ave
Between 68th & 69th

New York, NY 10021-5601

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)
Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)
Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1 -718 -626 -80001 -718 -626 -80001 -718 -626 -80001 -718 -626 -80001 -718 -626 -8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $29 • LGA $14 • Newark $58+toll
On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Save this Coupon

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
You have financial questions???
We have financial answers!!!

• Financial Planning – Retirement , College Funding, etc.
• Insurance – Apartment , Health, Auto, Long-Term Care
• Investments  –  Securit ies offered thru CJ M Planning,

Member NASD/SIPC
• Mortgages  – Registered mortgage broker – NYS Banking

Department  loans arranged through third-party
providers – We represent  over 40 banks

• Real Estate – Purchase, rentals, sales
• Tax Preparation – Tax reduct ion planning

212-644-8231
Webpage:  Accountfin.com

E-mail:  generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street   •  Roosevelt  Island

CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663
Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure

vegetable oil.  We serve brown rice.  All dishes can be altered to

your liking.  Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
609 Main Street • Roosevelt Island
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A Chill in the Air and Tiny Monsters (Well, a Few Not So

Photos:
Vicki Feinmel
Paul Katz
Website NYC10044
nyc10044.com
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 So Tiny) Loose on Main Street – It Must Be Halloween

Thanks to
Roosevelt Island

Housing Management
for supporting

The WIRE’s
color coverage of

Halloween 2005
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An Important message to ALL
Roosevelt Island Democrats

WARNING:
TUESDAY IS

ELECTION DAY
It is important that all R.I. Democrats vote on

Tuesday...for the Democratic slate.

For Mayor: Fred Ferrer
For City Council: Our Roosevelt Island advocate,

Jessica Lappin

Why is it important to vote on Tuesday ?
Democrats who stay home on Tuesday and do not
vote are helping the closet Republican opponents
running for mayor and City Council. In most
campaign efforts neither candidate freely admits to
being a Republican....that would connect them with
the party of Bush, Cheney and Rove – you know, the
guys from Abu Ghraib.

Most important for Roosevelt Island is the
election of Jessica Lappin, a tireless advocate for
Roosevelt Island for seven years working with
Gifford Miller.  We need her.

Vote for Ferrer and Lappin on Tuesday
WE CAN’T AFFORD ANOTHER FOUR YEARS OF

REPUBLICAN RULE
Paid for by Islanders Grace and Don Eremin

Free Medicare
Part D Seminar

Why you must make a choice or risk losing money
meeting on Roosevelt Island

Thursday, November 10, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Topics:
• overview of Medicare Part D
• How to choose your plan
• How to qualify for special help and other entitlements.

– Call now for a reservation –

212-750-6242
Ellen Polivy, MSW, LCSW

an elder care and entitlement
specialist helps people age in place

were followers of spiritual leader Sri Chinmoy
rediscovered the forlorn island and redecorated
it by planting trees and flowers.  The island
was renamed for U Thant, a good friend of
Chinmoy.

On another note, congratulations to Hous-

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds, page 10

TM

RIOC from page 3

ing Management and Doryne Eisley on the
wonderful Halloween events this past Sat-
urday.   As well, Housing Management,
RIOC’s Public Safety and RISK worked co-
operatively to ensure that everyone had a
safe and enjoyable Halloween night.
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Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

–Zagat survey – rating 24
Superior Thai cooking

–Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
– We deliver to Roosevelt Island –

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Holidays
They’re coming up, with all the entertaining,
shopping, partying, and the frenetic activity

that brings family and friends together.
However you experience it, it can mean a fair
amount of time pressure...  And if that makes

you long for moments of relaxation, make
Trellis your stop for lunch or dinner or just a

good cup of coffee to decompress.  Here, you
can sit back and enjoy moments of peace.

See you at Trellis.

Jeep Chrysler Dodge
NYC’s #1 Volume Jeep Chrysler Dodge Dealer

678 11th Avenue

212-904-0762

Now you have
a neighbor you can rely
on in the car business.

Call Ron Roth,
longtime Islander,

for an appointment.

212-207-4360



ELDER LAW – Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119.  800-836-1124.

COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Ben Treuhaft,
212-505-3173.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

WANTED – Experienced web designer to update community website periodically.
Call 212-593-1054.

NEEDED – Mandarin-speaking person to tutor high-school student in first-year
Mandarin.  Please contact at 917-880-5705.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.
212-593-0750.

TUTORING/LEARNING SERVICES – Creative learning solutions for kids on R.I. by
Staci Rosen (teacher & special education masters student). Brain skills, reading,
writing, organization +more. Visit www.ConcerningLearning.com or leave a message:
646-405-9791.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

MUSIC MANAGEMENT COMPANY seeks intern.  Send resume to
levinemgnt@hotmail.com.

MOVING SALE – Twin and queen-size beds, coffee table, dining table, loveseat, TV
stand, phone, wardrobes, chairs, bookshelves, cabinets, refrigerators, microwave,
dishes, etc.  Best offer.  531 Main St., #1007.  Call 917-836-4794.

THE FULLER BRUSH MAN has come to Roosevelt Island:  Call Independent Distributor
at 212-731-2547 for catalog and product ordering.

CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.

CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

MOVING?  –  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach all of Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or
credit card orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.

Class i f ied
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Nov. 19 issue:  Tuesday, Nov. 15
Deadline for Dec. 3 issue:  Tuesday, Nov. 29

RRRRRo o s eo o s eo o s eo o s eo o s e vvvvv e l t  I s l a n d  Fe l t  I s l a n d  Fe l t  I s l a n d  Fe l t  I s l a n d  Fe l t  I s l a n d  Fa m i la m i la m i la m i la m i l yyyyy

&  Co s m e t i c  De n t i s t r&  Co s m e t i c  De n t i s t r&  Co s m e t i c  De n t i s t r&  Co s m e t i c  De n t i s t r&  Co s m e t i c  De n t i s t r yyyyy
Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Law renc e It skow it ch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant

10 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Nov. 5, 2005

Free-range eggs • Vermont butter • Fresh whole chickens

– BREADS –
Organic 8-grain

Whole Wheat Farm
Cranberry Nut

Cinnamon Raisin
Sourdough

Olive
Pecan Raisin

Sundried Tomato
...and many more

of RIOC-oriented work (clearly, never accom-
plished) that he also pocketed.  Given the
number of selfless New Yorkers who volun-
teered during those awful days without any
thought of added pay, it makes my stomach
turn.

I don’t know if the root causes were inten-
tional fraud by those senior officers and/or
by the financial/human resources staff.  It is
possible that ignorance of or failure to delin-
eate the RIOC, public-benefit corporation,
and State statutes governing senior compen-
sation, failure to oversee senior compensa-
tion by the RIOC Board of Directors, by the
Chair Designee of the Board (Mary Beth
Labate), or by the Commissioner of DHCR
who is also Chair and CEO of RIOC, or a
combination of all of the above, were the
culprits, but its stinks just the same.

It seems that criminal charges won’t be
filed against any of those who partook of
this massive largesse.  At this point, almost
three years after the fact, I’m left with two
questions:

•  Will any of those who benefited from
inappropriate compensation, former Presi-
dent Ryan, former Vice President Antonek,
former CFO Siconolfi, or current General

Letters from page 2

Council Leitner, be required to return mon-
ies not owed to them?  I understand that,
incredibly, Mr. Ryan and Mr. Antonek still
feel that even more special financial benefits
are owed them.  Can I be confident that these
requests will be denied, as they should be?

•  Will RIOC, the RIOC Board of Directors,
and Commissioner Calogero be required to
make the compensation rules for RIOC,
spelled out in the laws of New York State,
the statutes that created RIOC in 1984, the
RIOC bylaws and the RIOC Employee Hand-
book be in keeping with other State com-
pensation procedures and standards and
less obscure, and will they take the neces-
sary steps to insure that these rules are com-
plied with and that the Board oversees staff
compensation as it is required to do?

When no one is watching the store, the
greedy will have their way.  One way or an-
other, every dime of administrative salary
comes directly from the pockets of Roosevelt
Island residents or workers.  Neither the cur-
rent RIOC administration nor its governing
Board have had word one to say about the
ripping off of this community.  For starters, a
public apology would be nice.

Sherie Helstien
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a happy, healthy school year!

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Professional House Cleaning Service

www.mollymaid.com

•  Bonded, dependable, and thoroughly trained.
•  You’ll get the results you want; we guarantee it.
•  We come to your home in uniform, ready to

work.

Call today for your FREE in-home customized
consultation & estimate.

212-629-4982

Each franchise
independently owned

and opeated.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

• Divorce & Family Law
• Personal Injury Law
• Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 • Cell 917-539-6415

• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Real Estate:  Closings
• Business Law

WWWWWORKORKORKORKORK OU TOU TOU TOU TOU T
CL A SSCL A SSCL A SSCL A SSCL A SS

If you are interested in a total body workout class in the
community room at 625 Main Street please call me at
718-683-0844 or e-mail me at aefthimiadis@aol.com.
Presently, there are classes on Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday, at 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., and on Tuesday and
Friday, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  If you are interested in other
times or days, please let me know and I will see if I can
schedule it. 

Anna Efthimiadis, NASM Certified Personal Trainer

New Management

• Pick-up & Drop-off
• Same-Day Service
• Dry Cleaner
$.80 per pound
FREE DELIVERY

23-04 36th Av., LIC • 718-937-8796
Mon.-Sat. 7am-10pm, Sun. 7am-6pm

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings
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T he F armers M arket
every Saturday morning

under the ramp at Motorgate

Congresswoman
Carolyn B.
Maloney

is proud to endorse

Jessica Lappin
(5th District)

for the New York
City Council

“Jessica, a lifelong New Yorker,
will fight for affordable housing,
improved transportation, and
better schools for our kids.
Jessica Lappin deserves our
community’s support in next
week’s election. Vote for Lappin
on Tuesday!”

Paid for by Maloney for Congress. This ad is not
made in connection with any candidate or campaign
and is not authorized by any candidate or campaign.
This ad is not made on behalf of any federal
candidate or federal campaign committee registered
with the Federal Elections Commission.


