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Holiday issue
in two weeks –
Sat., Dec. 17

Sheldrake to Be Sole Owner of
Island House and Westview
Tenant Groups Left With Fewer Options, More Time Pressure;
In a Hectic Week, a Brief Dust-up Over Conflicting Strategies

by Dick Lutz
When Debra Boatright, the new Board Chair of the

Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), an-
nounced a shake-up of the Board’s committees at its
November meeting, she characterized it as a “restruc-
turing.”  While a variety of committee assignments
were changed, only one was particularly significant:
the removal of resident Board member Mark Ponton
as Chair of the Real-Estate Development Advisory
Committee.

It’s the most important change because, these days,
RIOC is all about real estate and little else.  The
Corporation’s real-estate decisions will impact hous-
ing costs as deals are cut for ground rent at Island
House, Westview, Eastwood, and (soon or eventu-
ally) Rivercross.  The decisions will have a direct bear-
ing on the financing of Island services.  And real-
estate decisions will also shape the Island’s immedi-
ate and longer-term future as they impact on demo-
graphics, mass transit, traffic, the viability of Island
businesses, parking, the disposition of open space
and parkland – in short, the entire character of
Roosevelt Island and what kind of neighborhood it
will be.

But it’s also the most significant change because
Ponton has been a frequent “no” vote on a number of
matters that come before the RIOC Board.

At almost every Board meeting, Ponton has shown
himself capable of coming up with the unasked ques-
tions which, once raised, can challenge and, upon
occasion, reorient thinking.  There was an example in
the Board’s November 17 meeting, when he injected a
question into discussion of a request from Southtown
developers Hudson-Related, who wanted a general
override of some City rules (example: a provision about
parking facilities) for their building number 4.  Ponton
asked:  “What happens if we don’t approve this?”
The question clearly wasn’t theoretical.  He later voted
against the override even though his fellow Board
members, RIOC officers, and Hudson-Related consid-
ered it routine – essentially a duplicate of routine ex-
ceptions made for building 3.  Ponton hasn’t said so,
but the question and vote can be taken as a sign of
his longstanding dissatisfaction with the entirety of
the widely criticized Southtown deal, which RIOC and
other Board members have come to accept as the es-
tablished order of things.

It can also be taken as Ponton’s response to a
longstanding concern:  “We don’t have a plan for the
Island,” as he put it in an interview this week.

Boatright replaced Ponton, as real-estate chair, with
Deborah Beck, a Rivercross resident and real-estate
professional who was already a real-estate committee
member.  She retained non-resident John Mannix, an-
other real-estate professional, and in her November
17 announcement, added Westview resident Alberteen
Anderson, one of the two newest members of the RIOC
Board.

When Ponton raised the “what happens if” ques-
tion, RIOC President Herb Berman responded, “I
couldn’t speculate as to what their actions would be.

Attorney Stuart Saft spoke Wednesday night to a meeting of the Island
House Tenants Association, bringing the news that the Sheldrake
Organization is completing purchase of both Island House and
Westview from consortiums headed by Charles Lucido.  Saft said Island
House is likely to be removed from the Mitchell-Lama program by
summer.

Ponton, Out As RIOC Real-Estate Chair,
Sees Lack of Vision in RI Development

That’s something they would have to decide.”  David
Kramer, representing the developer partners, said that
RIOC had agreed to the requests well in advance –
during the planning for Southtown’s housing.  While
Kramer’s atti-
tude was non-
threatening, one
developer op-
tion would
clearly be to sue
RIOC.

Ponton was
alone in voting
“no” on the
Hudson-Related
request.  This
not only illus-
trated his con-
trary view of
real-estate mat-
ters, but it prob-
ably explains
why Boatright
replaced him as
Chair of the real-estate committee – he isn’t going
along with the program.  In fact, he found his fellow
real-estate committee members and/or RIOC’s real-es-
tate consultant simply unavailable for meetings over
the past half-year.

With Ponton’s chairmanship of the real-estate com-
mittee chair now at an end, The WIRE asked him to sit
for a series of questions about how real-estate devel-
opment on Roosevelt Island has been managed.  The
full transcript of the conversation is available with
this issue of The WIRE on Website NYC10044 at
nyc10044.com; what follows is a condensation.  The first
questions concerned “Requests for Initial Proposals”
(RFIPs) recently issued by RIOC, offering to entertain
developer ideas for a portion of Southpoint Park, a
portion of a parking lot near the north campus of Coler-
Goldwater Hospital, the properties surrounding the
Tram station, as well as the Main Street retail strip and
RIOC’s interest in the Motorgate parking
facility.

The WIRE:  Since you have been the
Board’s person in charge of real-estate
matters on the Board in recent months, I
have questions about the recent requests
for initial proposals (RFIPs) that RIOC
sent out recently.  Why did the Board approve an
offering of land at Southpoint and at the Tram-station
area?

Ponton:  The Board did not approve the offering of
any land anywhere.  The Board did what I said they
were going to do – go to the development community
to find out if there was any interest in doing anything
on Roosevelt Island.

Q:  How were the parcels selected for possible de-
velopment?

A:  I think a fair statement was that whatever there is

Mark Ponton

See Ponton, page 6

by Dick Lutz
Barring any last-minute hitch, the

Sheldrake Organization is about to
become the full owner of both Is-
land House and Westview.  The pro-
cess will be complete by early next
week, according to Charles Lucido,
who heads the groups that are sell-
ing the buildings.  (Other sources
say it will happen “within weeks.”)

Robert Klehammer, the Sheldrake
Vice President handling Roosevelt
Island matters, declined comment
on Thursday, but Stuart Saft, the
attorney representing the Island

House Tenants Association
(IHTA), told its members at a
Wednesday night meeting that
Sheldrake owner Chris Daly had
lined up $130 million in financing
with two major institutional lenders.

“I presume that what’s going to
happen at this point,” Saft told the
tenants at the session in the Good
Shepherd Community Center, “is
that there will be a meeting at which
the new landlord will advise you
what is going to happen now that
the building [will] no longer be cov-
ered by Mitchell-Lama.  Our under-
standing is that he’s planning to
leave Mitchell-Lama on July 1.”

Saft continued, “If, in fact, he
does do that, he would be in a posi-
tion to raise your rent to market.

“That’s what we have to prevent
from happening because, I’m fairly
certain, without knowing what your
rents are, that most of you will be
forced to leave, and that’s exactly
what their intention is to happen,
and I think that your business over
the next six months is to try to stop
this from happening to protect your
homes.”  Saft went on to define
“protect your homes” as meaning
protection for rental tenants as well
as trying to negotiate an ownership
deal “to get Sheldrake out of the
picture.”

Saft warned, “My guess is, based
upon what he did at other com-
plexes that he’s taken over, particu-
larly in Hempstead on Long Island,
he’s going to be a very different
kind of landlord than Lucido.

“And I expect things will never
be the same.  That’s the bad news.
The good news is I think that some-
thing can be done.  It’s most impor-
tant that you coordinate with each
other, to be organized, and more
important that all of you be unified
as a single tenant body.  I’ve been
involved in many tenant associa-
tions in similar circumstances, and
the biggest friend that a landlord
has is when the tenants break them-
selves up into little groups.  You
cannot allow that to happen here.
You have to have regular meetings,
you have to know everything that’s
going on, you have to be prepared
to act on a dime, and you have to
realize the seriousness of the situa-
tion.”

He added, with illustrations,
“There’s nothing the politicians
can do to help you.  We’ve tried

everything.”  Saft repre-
sented tenants when
Ruppert-Yorkville was
taken out of the
Mitchell-Lama program,
and he described that
experience – a success

for his firm – at some length.  Saft
heads the 19-lawyer real-estate de-
partment at Wolf Haldenstein Adler
Freeman & Herz.  “I’ve been doing
this for 34 years,” Saft said, calling
his firm’s practice in this area “the
largest” in the City.  Saft also repre-
sents Rivercross, the cooperative.

Conflict on Strategies
There was a brief uproar Wednes-

day after Saft received a letter from
the attorney representing West-

view, Chad Marlow of the Public
Advocacy Group (PAG).  In a letter
since “withdrawn,” according to
Johan Markey of the Westview
Task Force (WTI), Marlow had de-
manded Saft drop Rivercross and
Island House as clients, in part be-
cause “your involvement in ongo-
ing negotiations between the
owner of Rivercross and Island
House and the tenants association
has involved taking positions that
conflict with [the Westview Task
Force’s] position before the Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation and
Development; to wit, that trans-
forming any portion of the afford-
able housing [in Northtown] to
market-rate housing would violate
[the buildings’] ground leases,
Roosevelt Island’s General Devel-
opment Plan, and the Island’s ma-
jor lease.”  Marlow continued that
a negotiated settlement on either
Rivercross or Island House would
“cause significant harm to the af-
fordable housing provisions in
those documents and might under-
mine WTI’s legal position.”  The
letter went on to suggest that WTI
might “be forced to go to court to
challenge” any agreements River-
cross or Island House might reach.

On Thursday, Marfey said Mar-
low’s letter had been sent without
the Task Force’s knowledge or per-
mission.  Both Marfey and his WTI
co-chair, Opher Pail, said that
Marlow no longer represents the
WTI in legal matters.  But Marlow
seemed unaware of that in a con-
versation with The WIRE, in which
he took full responsibility for the
turmoil.  A WTI member, Matthew
Katz, said Marlow’s PAG still rep-
resents WTI as a public-relations
consultant.  In any case, by day’s
end Wednesday, another letter had
been sent retracting the demand
that Saft drop his Island House and
Rivercross clients.

Leverage Needed
Speaking before Island House

tenants Wednesday night, Saft rec-
ommended the building avoid liti-
gation:   “Can we litigate?  Yes, but
litigation is extraordinarily expen-
sive.  It is not an efficient way to
resolve things.”

He concluded his presentation,
before taking questions, by saying,
“So that is what the situation is.  It
is not pleasant.”  Even so, he ex-
pressed optimism, in answering ten-
ant questions, that a deal can be
made that will work both for ten-
ants and Sheldrake.

“It’s important to develop lever-
age.  Leverage includes getting
RIOC not to give him [Daly] what-
ever he wants, getting economic
development people not to give him
whatever he wants, to make him
recognize the fact that it’s in his
best economic interest to negoti-
ate something that makes sense to
him and makes sense to the ten-
ants also, and it’s not all one-way.
Based upon my prior negotiations
with Mr. Daly, he’s a hard-headed
businessman, and I believe a deal
can be structured that makes sense.

The
Island in
Transition

See Sheldrake, page 2
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To the Editor:
I have read the analysis of Lillian Shuey Picchione in the last WIRE

regarding the problems we are having with the overcrowded transporta-
tion to and from the Island.  While I completely agree with her analysis,
I will disagree with her conclusion that “there are no obvious answers”
that could at least alleviate the problem.  As any Islander who rides the F
to Manhattan below 50th Street, I see the obvious solution every day:
it’s the V train, almost empty even at rush hour!  If the V train would be
the one going through Roosevelt Island, instead of the F, our problem
would be solved.  The Queens riders who want to get off upwards of 50th
Street would have to change trains at Roosevelt Avenue in Queens, and
switch from the F to the V.  I am counting these people each morning
when I ride the F and there are very few of them, compared to those who
get off at Rockefeller Center.  My point is that there would be a lot fewer
people from Queens affected by this switch (those who get off at Lexing-
ton or 57th) than people from Roosevelt Island who would benefit from a
much less crowded train.

I don’t know how to petition the MTA to at least look at this solution,
but maybe you could transmit this to Ms. Picchione and she could help.
I am certain that this is a real problem that will be impacting more and
more on our quality of life on the Island.

Ruxandra Predescu

To the Editor:
I am extremely uneasy over the

RFIPs that RIOC has posted in the
appropriate State periodicals and de-
veloper house organs.  The new,
more open RIOC failed to inform the
community of these Requests For
Initial Proposals on five Roosevelt
Island sites.  We would still be bliss-
fully unaware of these initiatives
were it not for the front-page stories
and editorial in this newspaper on
October 8 and 22, and the commen-
tary in The RIRA Column written by
Steve Marcus.  I seriously doubt that
there would have been any comment
at all at the last RIOC Board meeting
were it not for The WIRE  “outing”
the story.  There has still been no
comment regarding these inquiries
for further development in the RIOC
column written by RIOC President,
Herb Berman; perhaps he intends to
hold his comments for the first issue
of the promised RIOC newsletter, due
any time now.

Herb has stated that these are sim-
ply requests for ideas to build on the
sites of the Coler Hospital parking
area; Motorgate; our Main Street
commercial strip; the steam plant,
Sportspark and tennis bubble, and,
most egregiously, Southpoint Park.
Apparently, RIOC’s sales represen-
tative, Paul Mas of Jones Lang
LaSalle, has been given no param-
eters by which to judge what is ap-
propriate and, most importantly, what
is not.  This fills me with dread for the
following reason:

We remember Mr. Mas’s brilliant
choice of a DVD rental store for the
site of the old Montauk Credit Union.
This at a time when U.S. Alliance
Credit Union, a well-established in-
stitution with huge assets available
for Island mortgages, has shown in-
terest in that site for over a year!  The
RIOC Board voted down the DVD
vending machine by a four-to-four
vote (one member being absent),
suggesting that future bright ideas
would be dependent on a very slim
margin.  And further, RIOC Director
and Island resident Deborah Beck
stated that the vote was “unprofes-
sional” in that Mas had made a
“handshake deal to accept the DVD
store!”  At the November Board meet-
ing, Director Michael Shinozaki as-
sured the community that any deal
would require Board approval to be
implemented.  At least one other
Board member feels that this Board
of Directors is bound by any deal
their sales rep chooses to make.

What is one to make of these de-
velopments (in the non-construction
sense of the word)?  First, this RIOC
continues to operate in secret just as
the two previous administrations
did; second, this RIOC is willing to
give carte blanche to a sales repre-
sentative whose commission de-
pends on the size, not the quality, of
his sales; and third, the only thing
standing between this community
and the further rape of Roosevelt Is-
land is the RIOC Board of Directors.

I am extremely uneasy.
Matthew Katz

Robert Samon

Robert Samon of 560 Main Street,
long an Island resident, died Fri-
day, November 25, at age 50.

To the Editor:
Subway service from and to Roosevelt Island during weekday rush

hours is already a problem and will become a much more serious one for
existing residents as new housing develops.  It will also be a significant
impediment to future sales and leases to new residents, as reported in
The WIRE’s last issue.

But the otherwise comprehensive article did not explain why a “shuttle”
could not be instituted between 21st Street/Queensbridge and 47-50th
Streets/Rockefeller Center. Thus, the F train would operate as an express
and proceed directly from Jackson Heights-Roosevelt Avenue in Queens
to Rockefeller Center, speeding its Queens residents into the heart of
midtown.  Between the headways required for the F trains, those living in
Queensbridge, Roosevelt Island, 63rd Street-Lexington, and 57th Street,
would commute into midtown on the “shuttle,” which would be a local
train stopping only at those four stations.

I do not know of any reason why such a “shuttle” run could not be
instituted.  There are no other trains, other than the F, now running
between 21st Street/Queensbridge and Rockefeller Center, so coordina-
tion between the two should be simple enough.

Robert Chira

To the Editor:
I was quite shocked when I received a letter offering affordable hous-

ing in the Octagon Apartments.  The rents are substantially higher than
those listed in a past issue of The WIRE, and not much less than rents at
Manhattan Park, a market-rate building.

I was under the impression that the purpose of the affordable housing
was to accommodate individuals such as teachers, firefighters, police
officers, etc., who serve our communities.  Perhaps real-estate tycoons
now view these service professionals as low-income individuals, since
the starting salary for all of them is significantly below Octagon’s guide-
lines.  I was also under the impression that Island House and Westview
were also for middle-income individuals and, if one looks at the income-
range guidelines for renting an apartment in one of these buildings and
the initial rent for an apartment, both are far less than Octagon’s offer-
ings.  Although the minimum income required to gain entrance into either
Island House or Westview is significantly higher than what it was a few
years ago, the minimum income requirement for a one-bedroom in Island
House is almost $20,000 less than that required for Octagon, and the
minimum rent for a one-bedroom in Island House, including utilities, is
$500 less than the posted minimum rent for a one-bedroom in Octagon,
not including utilities.  Since the Octagon building is located on Roosevelt
Island and not the Upper East Side, why did the Octagon management
not use Westview and Island House as models for affordable middle-
income housing?

Many of us are very concerned about the middle class and lower-
middle class being pushed out of the City.  The original purposes of the
planned community on Roosevelt Island was to allow these income groups
to stay in the City in affordable housing.  This “experiment” was highly
successful.  I am grieved at the greed I see in the real-estate market.  We
need to see compassion, fairness, and justice in the housing market and
I wonder if there are leaders in the real-estate community who are brave
enough to exhibit those character traits and accept less of a profit margin
for that which is right.  Honestly, no one is going to take this wealth with
them when they die and the relationship each of us has with God is far
more important.  I personally do not want to live in a city that houses
only the rich and the very poor.  Such a city loses its texture, vibrancy,
strength, and character.

Katherine Teets Grimm

Not only was he on the other side
of a previous deal, but I taught him
when I was a professor at NYU.
Unfortunately, he seems to be put-
ting into effect the things that he
learned from me in my real-estate
masters program.

“Based upon my last negotiation
with him, I feel very comfortable in
telling you that there is a deal that
makes sense provided the tenants
are protected – those who want to
remain as tenants.”

Saft said that, based on conver-
sations with Sheldrake’s lawyer,
“his plan is to come out with a red
herring in February or March.  I
think it will be much more difficult,
once that red herring comes out
with prices contained in there and
not giving any rights whatsoever,
to negotiate a deal.  So I think that
if there’s going to be protection, it
has to be built in before the red
herring comes out, which makes the
next 30 days extremely critical.”

Lucido told The WIRE on Thurs-
day, “We negotiated this transac-
tion two years ago at what we
deemed to be a good price, and the
contract is still in place, and we will
honor our obligation when the
buyer honors his.”  Referring to
prices at the first Riverview build-
ing in Southtown, Lucido said, “The
value is mind-boggling.  We’re two
years behind the times.”  But he
pointed out that real-estate run-ups
can become declines.  “It depends
on your timing.”  But, he said, “I’m
encouraged that interest rates are
still quite reasonable so that the
ability of the tenants to get reason-
able loans, if they wind up buying
their apartments, is good.”

Ground Leases
Islanders speculating about the

future of Island House, Westview,
and Rivercross had thought that
any final aquisition of the build-
ings would depend on having a
ground lease in place, since lend-
ers are uncomfortable lending on a
building where the ground could
suddenly become too expensive or,
conceivably, unavailable.

But Lucido explained, “I think at
this day and age we all understand
that a ground-lease extension is in
prospect and it will be negotiated,
and all the affected parties will be
at the table to negotiate the terms.”
(However, RIOC Board members
have pointed out that RIOC’s
ground lease deals are with the
building owners, and that they are
not in a position to negotiate with
tenants.  Yet, Board members have
frequently reiterated a commitment
to affordable housing on the Island,

Sheldrake from page 1
and a lack of disruption for existing
residents.)  “It’s a RIOC decision,”
Lucido continued, “and the RIOC
Board is going to have to explain
why it thinks the terms of the
ground lease extension make sense,
and the owners and tenants will
have to tell RIOC and the public
what the terms should be.”

Speaking of the new owner,
Lucido said, “My discussions with
Chris Daly give me comfort that af-
fordable housing will be a priority.”

The IHTA Chair, Dorothy Davis,
said its board is attempting to take
the most recent developments in
stride.  “We’ve been anticipating
some kind of change.  We didn’t
know quite what it would be, but
now it’s concrete.  In some ways,
that’s good, because at least we
know who to work with.  We’ve had
a good realationship with Sheldrake
over the last few months and beleive
we’ll continue to have a good rela-
tionship with them.  We don’t know
how it’s going to turn out, in terms
of how Sheldrake operates build-
ings, but when they were in the in-
termediary role between Lucido and
us, they always left a line of com-
munication open.  We anticipate
that will continue.”

Changing Law
Both Saft and Davis made note

of the State’s Public Authorities
Act, which will become law Janu-
ary 1.  It requires State agencies
and authorities to get best value
for any of their holdings, and it will
apply to Roosevelt Island real es-
tate.  While at least one member of
the RIOC Board has said that the
Board should get best value in the
context of the Island’s commitment
to affordable housing, Saft is not
sure that position wouldn’t have
to be litigated, perhaps for years.
That means there’s pressure on to
reach a deal before midnight on
December 31 of this year.

Westview Situation
While the Island House team has

been meeting with Sheldrake in an
attempt to frame a deal as soon as
possible, the Westview situation is
somewhat different:  There have
been no serious conversations
since April or May, and there’s clear
animosity over Westview’s asser-
tion that no action can be taken that
will alter the housing balance in the
“WIRE” buildings (Westview, Is-
land House, Rivercross, East-
wood).  Thursday night, after The
WIRE’s press deadline, the West-
view Task Force had a meeting
scheduled to discuss their situa-
tion, given the change in owner-
ship and the failure, thus far, to have
any meaningful negotiations with
Sheldrake.



– This Weekend –
Youth Program Concert featuring Carlton J. Smith and Friends, to-

night (Sat., Dec. 3), 8:00 p.m., PS217 auditorium.  Free.
ÌÌÌÌÌJ. Wayne Olson’s Questions for a Fetus, a series of art

installations, continuing through December, Rivercross Win-
dow Gallery, sponsored by the Mother Earth Committee.  De-
cember:  Routes (the paths of cultures and races).

Holiday Bazaar and Craft Fair, Sat.-Sun., Dec. 3-4, 9:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m., at the Senior Center, 546 Main St., 1st floor,

sponsored by Roosevelt Island Senior Association.  Admission is free.
Holiday Tag Sale, Sun., Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 548 Main Street.  Call

212-371-4449 to donate new and/or gently used merchandise.  (See ad
on page 5.)  Vendors needed; call 212-759-3952.

Winter Chromatic show at Gallery
RIVAA, continuing through Jan. 8.  Gallery
hours Wed. and Fri., 6-9 p.m.; Sat. and Sun.,
11 a.m.-5 p.m.Í

– The Coming Week –
Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Dec. 7, 8:00

p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin with an oppor-
tunity for members of the public to make presentations to the Council.

Introductory Lecture on Transcendental Meditation, Thur., Dec. 8,
7:30 p.m.  Free.  Call 917-628-0438 for location, reservation, and other
information.

– Future Events –
Annual All-Ages Sock Sale sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Jew-

ish Congregation, Sun., Dec. 11, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Cultural Center, 548
Main Street (upstairs entrance).

City Councilmember-elect Jessica Lappin in a public forum, Tue.,
Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center, lower level, spon-
sored by the Roosevelt Island Committee of Community Board 8.  (See ad
on page 5.)

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Dec. 17.  (To receive e-mail
bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Adver-
tising Deadline:  Ads in the paper,
Thursday, Dec. 8; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Tue.,
Dec. 13; they are due Thur., Dec. 15.
Future issues:  Fortnightly publica-
tion resumes Jan. 14, 2006.  News
phone, 212-826-9055; urgent mat-
ters 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and classified advertising place-
ment and information, 212-751-8214.  To list your organization’s Is-
land-related event in this column, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
lobby desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up
questions.  There is no charge for such listings.

Revised registration deadline for Southpoint from Ruin to Rejuvena-
tion, design competition of the Emerging New York Architects Commit-
tee (ENYA), Sun., Dec. 18.  (Submission deadline:  Fri., Jan. 13.)  For
information:  www.enyacompetitions.org.

Holiday Get-Together with music and songs of the season, Sun., Dec.
18, 2:00 p.m., 548 Main Street, sponsored by The Main Street Theatre
and Dance Alliance.

La Leche League meeting for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers,
Mon., Dec. 19, 10:30 a.m., 536 Main Street (behind Capri Pizza).  Free.
Information:  212-832-1188.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Dec. 22, 6:30 p.m., at the Library.  Read-
ing Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi.

– The Coming Year –
Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Jan. 4, 8:00

p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin with an oppor-
tunity for members of the public to make presentations to the Council.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Jan. 19, 6:30 p.m., at the Library.  Mis-
tress of Spices by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Yoga
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lan-

guage
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Chinese Massage
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Painting and Sculpting
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Heart Health Care
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Home-delivered meals:
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sat.-Sun., Dec. 3-4, RISA Flea

Market, 9-5, 546 Main Street
Fri., Dec. 9, 11:15, Stop & Shop
Tue., Dec. 13, RISA general

meeting
Sat., Dec. 17, 7:00, RISA Holiday

Party
Wed., Dec. 21, Atlantic City trip
Sat., Dec. 31, 8:00, RISA New

Year’s Eve Party

The
RIRA
Column

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

The
RIOC
Column

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.

e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net

Those of you who saw “Mars Attacks” probably
haven’t forgotten how the Martians kept calming be-
leaguered earthlings with the announcement, “Do not
be afraid, we will not harm you,” as they were gunning
them down and destroying their neighborhoods.  I
was reminded of this scene when I read Mr. Berman’s
column in the last issue of The WIRE, where he claimed
that RIOC’s plans to sell every remaining valuable piece
of the Island to private interests are merely a harmless
“request to see what kind of ideas are out there for the
sites.”  The fact is that the very thought of construct-

ing on Southpoint
Park, or razing every-
thing by the bridge for
a big box retail center,
or privatizing the ga-
rage is totally repug-
nant to almost every
resident and abso-
lutely contrary to what
Berman identifies as

“the guiding principles of the General Development
Plan that guide our progress.”  RIOC is charging in-
terested parties $4,000 to $8,000 each to file their “re-
quest for initial proposal” (RFIP).  Of course there are
no strings attached, and these friendly “interested
parties” don’t at all expect to be granted any special
consideration.  I wonder how Manhattan residents
would react to an innocent request to convert Central
Park to a shopping mall.  Any politician who proposed
it would rightfully be ridden out of town.  But we are
stuck with these aliens in RIOC who tell us, “Do not
be afraid, we will not harm you,” while they proceed
to wreck our community.

In actuality, RIOC has farmed out all of its real-es-
tate marketing, including the negotiations with
Sheldrake for Island House/Westview ground leases,
to a private real-estate company called Jones Lang
LaSalle.  This company will get a nice percentage of
every contract negotiated and, of course, shares
Berman’s overwhelming concern for “the guiding prin-
ciples of the General Development Plan.”

I also think it is disgraceful that RIOC will be spend-
ing the money we give them to put out a publication
explaining what a great job they are doing.  RIOC has
always had an opportunity, graciously provided by
The WIRE, to say whatever they wanted.  I’ve been
reading the RIOC column ever since Mr. Berman came
into power here, and given the small amount of actual
information he has chosen to provide, how can a sepa-
rate publication, at our expense, be warranted?  Why
is it that, in the Cuomo years, when RIOC had a good
relationship with the community, they never felt the
need to issue a separate newsletter?  But, when they
fail to perform to standards set by the community, all
of a sudden it’s because the community is uninformed.

To Mr. Berman:  RIOC has been an extraordinarily

secretive organization for many years. So, let me make
a few helpful suggestions for topics in your informa-
tive newsletter.  Please explain your vision for the fu-
ture.  Explain how much money and concrete is neces-
sary before you decide that our community is devel-
oped enough.  Explain how you intend to charge resi-
dents in Island House, Westview, and Rivercross to
extend their ground leases and how much you intend
to charge Jerome Belson, who has already privatized
Eastwood and raised tenants’ rates, for the same ex-
tension.  Explain why you went to Mayor Bloomberg
to amend the General Development Plan to build the
monstrosity at Octagon, and under what circum-
stances you want to mangle the GDP again.  Discuss
your planning for traffic and transit to and from the
Island.  (You may want to read Lillian Picchione’s ex-
cellent article on this topic in the last edition of The
WIRE.) Tell us how many more people you think our
Tram and train can accommodate during rush hours.
Share with us your Capital Plan.  Tell us what you
expect from Public Safety.  Perhaps you’d like to tell

the residents what
role you envision
for their input, or
do you and the
RIOC Board intend
to continue to make
decisions by fiat?
Since you claim
that your publica-
tion will educate us
on the “legal un-
derpinnings” of
RIOC, then explain
why your highly
paid lawyers aren’t
finding a way to re-
negotiate the re-
maining six build-
ings of Southtown
that your organiza-
tion uniformly con-
demns as a finan-
cial disaster for the
Island.

Finally, how about detailing your relationship with
the real-estate company, Jones Lang LaSalle, along
with the financial considerations they get for all their
great initiatives.

So, folks, when you read the stuff that RIOC puts
out, remember that a) they are writing it on your dime,
b) “Do not be afraid, they will not harm you!”

In the movie, the aliens are finally repelled by the
yodeled melodies of Slim Whitman.  I don’t know what
the formula is to keep the aliens at bay who have been
dumped in our midst by Pataki and Co.  But, I am
certainly open to suggestions.

See Berman, page 6

In my September, 2005, column, I highlighted the
work of the Roosevelt Island Community Emergency
Management Committee.  This Committee is made up
of representatives of RIOC, the housing management
companies, Island organizations, RIRA, Community
Board 8, Speaker Miller’s Office, and State and City
Emergency Planning offices.  The Committee has met
monthly since last spring to develop a coordinated
Island plan.

It is important to keep in mind that Roosevelt Island
is part of the City and
State’s emergency
planning.   What that
means is that, for in-
stance, if an evacua-
tion of the City was
mandated, City re-
sources would be
brought forth to
evacuate Island resi-
dents to designated

shelters.  The City and State plans incorporate the
use of boats and all other means necessary to evacu-
ate residents of the City that live on islands (Roosevelt
is not the only City island).  Some residents believe
that the Island should be self-sustaining in an emer-
gency.  A representative from the City Emergency
Management Office who spoke at the last meeting of
the Committee highlighted that this is exactly what
island communities do not want to do – isolate them-
selves from emergency services and assistance.  Iso-
lating yourself makes it harder for emergency person-
nel to reach you.  As we all witnessed in New Orleans,
the many people who opted to remain in their homes
actually created more dangerous situations for them-
selves and the emergency personnel who had to res-
cue them.

Therefore, a plan for Roosevelt Island should seek
to enhance/complement the City/State Emergency
planning efforts.  Each of the groups on the Roosevelt
Island Emergency Management Committee has been
asked to develop its own individual emergency man-
agement plan that addresses its own area of responsi-
bilities.  Many people believe that RIOC is respon-
sible for all aspects – this is not true.  Housing Man-
agement Companies, for instance, have the responsi-

bility to ensure basic services within the buildings,
such as emergency lighting, etc. What we all seek to
do is coordinate our efforts and share our resources
Islandwide.  This brings to bear the best of everyone
in emergency situations.

I would like to share with the Roosevelt Island com-
munity the key components of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation’s plan.   Soon, this plan will be
available on our website as well as a Question and
Answer section on what to do in emergencies.

In any City-designated emergency, RIOC is respon-
sible for ensuring:

• communications both by telephone and on-site
with the Public
Safety Department
so Island residents
can contact Public
Safety for assis-
tance;

• transportation
– maintaining the
Island bus and
Tram transporta-
tion systems, as
much as possible,
to assist residents
in reaching their
destination;

• warehouse op-
erations to make
available RIOC re-
sources (e.g., gaso-
line or generators)
to housing man-
agement to address
emergency situa-

tions;
• illumination of Main Street from Manhattan Park

to the subway to ensure resident safety;
• safety of RIOC employees;
• coordination of an Emergency Communications

Center, as needed.
This is an overview of the plan for RIOC.  For in-

stance, the plan articulates that RIOC bus transporta-
tion would assist City transportation in evacuating
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Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid at 
participating locations only. The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated. 
©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
OfferExpires 12/31/2005

1173A Second Ave
Between 61st & 62nd

NEW YORK, NY 10021-8239

1275 First Ave
Between 68th & 69th

New York, NY 10021-5601

1173A Second Avenue (betw. 61st & 62nd)
Phone 212-832-1390
Fax 212-832-1586
E-mail Store0647@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6

1275 First Avenue (betw. 68th & 69th)
Phone 212-535-3325
Fax 212-535-3380
E-mail Store1083@TheUPSstore.com
M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card
Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $29 • LGA $14 • Newark $58+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
You have financial questions???
We have financial answers!!!

• Financial Planning – Retirement, College Funding, etc.
• Insurance – Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care
• Investments  –  Securities offered thru Genworth Securities,

Member NASD/SIPC
• Mortgages  – Registered mortgage broker – NYS Banking

Department loans arranged through third-party
providers – We represent over 40 banks

• Real Estate – Purchase, rentals, sales
• Tax Preparation – Tax reduction planning

212-644-8231
Webpage:  Accountfin.com

E-mail:  generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island
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The Roosevelt Island Committee
of

Community Board 8
invites you to come and hear

City Councilmember-Elect

Jessica Lappin
discuss her ideas for Roosevelt Island.

Come and share your thoughts and feelings about Roosevelt Island’s past, present, and future.

Tuesday, December 13, 7:30 p.m.
Lower meeting room, Good Shepherd Community Center

We look forward to seeing you

Find us at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, 543 Main Street, Sunday mornings at 10:00.
The Reverend Lewis C. Johnson, pastor.  Telephone:  212-588-0532



ELDER LAW – Probate, Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., One Penn Plaza, Suite 4401, New York
NY 10119.  800-836-1124.
COMPUTER problems/consultations/upgrades/virus removal.  Free estimates.
917-916-5306.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school days.
212-593-0750.
TUTORING/LEARNING SERVICES – Creative learning solutions for kids on R.I. by
Staci Rosen (teacher & special education masters student). Brain skills, reading,
writing, organization +more. Visit www.ConcerningLearning.com or leave a message:
646-405-9791.
WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
THE FULLER BRUSH MAN has come to Roosevelt Island:  Call Independent Distributor
at 212-731-2547 for catalog and product ordering.
CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Dec. 17 issue:  Tuesday, Dec. 13
Deadline for Jan. 14, 2006, issue:  Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2006
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Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday plus Saturday morning

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
• Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring
• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
• Storage Available
• Draperies and All Household Items

• Free Pick-up and Delivery
• Concierge or to Your Door
• Storage Available
• Complimentary Laundry Bag
• Convenient Monthly Billing
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street • Long Island City • NY • 11101
TEL:  718-729-4566 • FAX:  718-729-4344

Jeep Chrysler Dodge
NYC’s #1 Volume Jeep Chrysler Dodge Dealer

678 11th Avenue

212-904-0762

residents should that be necessary.  If public transportation is unavailable, RIOC bus routes
will be adjusted to pick up residents at the top of the Roosevelt Island bridge ramp should
they be forced to walk.  I hope sharing information about what the Corporation is respon-
sible for will aid residents.

The Corporation plans an emergency drill to test our procedures on December 14.  You
may notice large generator lights along Main Street.  We don’t want residents to be alarmed.
An emergency drill helps us ensure that our procedures work successfully and can be put
into place quickly in an emergency situation.

During the recent telephone outage, RIOC notified NYPD and NYFD and secured addi-
tional patrols on the Island throughout the outage.  Our responsibility is in the overall
safety of our residents, working collaboratively with housing management and the various
Island organizations.

The Committee is encouraging the establishment of a CERT team on the Island.  A CERT
team is a trained group of residents who can provide valuable assistance in an emergency
and augment services available.  RIOC will be hosting an information session in January in
anticipation of training, which begins in February, 2006.  More information will be forthcom-
ing.  I hope Island residents will consider participating on a CERT team.  It can be an
essential part of an effective community emergency plan.

Berman from page 3

Now you have
a neighbor you can rely on

in the car business.
Call Ron Roth,

longtime Islander,
for an appointment to test-drive

the new Charger, Chrysler 300, or
the Jeep Commander.

should be looked at, since we were only talk-
ing conceptually, anyway.  It was a question
of looking at the Island in total, determining
what areas presented interest, and then hav-
ing the Board decide whether they wanted
to make those available.

Q:  Who chose those specific parcels?
A:  I don’t think anybody made a decision

to offer those specific parcels.  I think, when
we said, “Look at the whole Island,” natu-
rally, that included every parcel of land on
the Island.  And now you ask,“Well, who
highlighted these [particular parcels]?”  I
guess you’d have to say that the highlight-
ing of these five or six parcels happened with
the company to whom we’ve given the re-
sponsibility for marketing, and that’s Jones
Lang LaSalle (JLL).

Q:  It seems to me residents have good
reason to wonder why JLL has put protected
parkland at Southpoint forward for possible
development.  Can you explain that?

A: When you give a company the permis-
sion to look at the whole Island, then I think
you can expect that they’ll look at the whole
Island within the constraints that they see
where they shouldn’t build things or offer
things.  For instance, when the talk about
“big box retailers” came in [for the Tram sta-
tion area], I said, “I don’t think you can build
anything permanent under a bridge.”  I made
that concern known, and apparently JLL pur-
sued that and found that either you could or
there was a way around it, and so that parcel
came up for offer.

Q: But why look for a big-box retailer?
A:  That was a suggestion of JLL.
Q:  Not approved by any real-estate com-

mittee specifically, or by the RIOC Board?
A:  Neither approved nor disapproved.  If

somebody had said, “I think we can put a
blacksmith shop there,” the real-estate com-
mittee might have said, “Well, I don’t think
we want one.”  But when somebody said,
“We think we can put a Big Box Retailer
there,” some people, including myself, didn’t
like that idea, but there was no reason at that
point to say, “Wait a minute, don’t consider
that.”

Q:  You said you wouldn’t favor that your-
self, so it sounds as though it was a two-to-
one vote, or a two-to-one sentiment, and
your sentiment against big-box at that loca-
tion lost out.

A:  That’s a little stricter than my recollec-
tion.  I don’t think it was a yes or no in most
of the things we talked about.  I think it was
a question of, unless there’s some gigantic,
huge objection unanimously felt by every-
one, that the recommendation of JLL would
be followed.  I think that’s a fair portrayal.

Q: Perhaps followed through to its logical
conclusion of actually having a big-box re-
tailer there?

A: I think you would have to expect that if
the Board did not turn it down.

Q:  So your sense of this, I gather, is that a
big-box retailer could end up under the
bridge in the Tram-station area, and some
kind of commercial development could end
up on the northern edge of Southpoint Park,
based on the way this process has been ex-
ecuted so far.

A:  I think “could” is correct, but I think it
would take the approval of the Board.  The
way that I tried to set the situation up – and,

Ponton from page 1
unfortunately, I wasn’t very successful at it –
was that JLL was going to report to me.  They
were going to tell me what they had in mind
and what they were doing and why.  I was
going to review that with the real-estate com-
mittee and, based on what we as a committee
decided, I was going to tell the Board.  I was
not successful in getting that process in place.

Q: Then how did it work?
A:  It worked out a number of random ways,

as a matter of fact.  Occasionally, someone
would call RIOC directly.  Occasionally, some-
one would call a member of the real-estate
committee directly; and, occasionally, some-
one would call JLL directly.  In my opinion,
we never had the channeling and funneling
of that information through one central point
that I would have liked us to have.

Q:  Is the process out of control?
A:  I can’t say “out of control.”  I can say

that I was unsuccessful in implementing [real-
estate committee procedures] the way I
wanted to.  As far as today’s process is con-
cerned, I’d suggest you’d have to ask the
[new] chair of the real-estate committee.

Q: Are there dangers in the way the pro-
cess works?

A:  In my opinion, the single biggest dan-
ger is that we will be offered, for Southpoint,
an amount so obscenely large that we will
not have the courage to turn it down, and
that all the dreams of parklands and open
land will go away, replaced instead by a 100-
story condominium.  When you look at that
land and what it has and the uniqueness of
it, it’s impossible for me to believe that
money will not come into play in a way that’s
irresistible for those who chase money over
quality of life.

There’s a second danger, and that is one
that I’ve been talking about since the first
night I was on the Board, and that is that we
have no plan for the Island.  There’s no ques-
tion in my mind that someone has a plan for
the Island.  We have a capital expense plan,
but what we don’t have is the vision – the
strategy [which] that capital expense plan
supports.  You have to start with a vision of
what this Island is going to be when it’s
reached its full maturity.  That can be an
amusement facility, it can be a residential
community, it can be a military-industrial
complex, it can be whatever.

But we have that [vision] only in the vagu-
est, vaguest terms.  We don’t know, for ex-
ample, if we ever have to sell another piece
of land in order to remain [financially] self-
sufficient.  You can tell me yes, and show me
data that supports that, and I can tell you
no, and show you data that supports that.
And the reason is, we don’t have the vision,
supported by a strategy, supported by a fi-
nancial plan.

Q:  What can be done about that?
A:  Somewhere, the leadership has to say,

“We are going to stop now doing anything
we’re doing, other than preventive mainte-
nance, until we have an agreed-upon vision
in place, supported by a strategy, supported
in turn by a plan.

Q:  What leadership?
A:  It either has to be the Board or it has to

be at the direction of a committee appointed
by the Board, or it has to be, in my opinion,
by the President of RIOC.

Q:  Do you see that leadership coming from
the Board?

A:  I have not seen it so far.
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

• Divorce & Family Law
• Personal Injury Law
• Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 • Cell 917-539-6415

• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Real Estate:  Closings
• Business Law

Authentic Thai Cuisine
A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.

–Zagat survey
Superior Thai cooking

–Newsday

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thai

Catering for all occasions
– We deliver to Roosevelt Island –

www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street • Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743

Open 7 days a week, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Shopping...
Shop ’til you drop is no joke this time of year.

Even if you’re weeks ahead of the game,
there are always those last-minute demands,
and the crowds to fight just for the foodstuffs

you need...  Fortunately, Trellis is here to
make it easier at the end of a long day doing

battle as a consumer.  Make Trellis your
day’s-end stop for dinner, or if you want to hit

the streets early, come on in for breakfast.
See you at Trellis.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a happy, healthy school year!

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every
Saturday at Motorgate

We’re part of
Roosevelt Island’s

Saturday
tradition...  Out in
the air, breathing

deeply – and at the
Farmer’s Market
every Saturday
morning, you’ll

breathe the scents
of fresh fruits and
vegetables from

the Pennsylvania
harvest.  Make us

part of your
Saturday morning

on Roosevelt
Island!

Only the finest:
Apples – all kinds

Pears
Oranges, Lemons

Grapefruit
Tangerines

Bananas
Cookies & Pies
Special breads
Jams & jellies

Lettuce
Fresh herbs

Onions
Tomatoes
Broccoli

Asparagus
Potatoes
Cheese
Chicken

prices in the best tradition
of Pennsylvania farms

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times
212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network

New Management

• Pick-up & Drop-off
• Same-Day Service
• Dry Cleaner
$.80 per pound
FREE DELIVERY

23-04 36th Av., LIC • 718-937-8796
Mon.-Sat. 7am-10pm, Sun. 7am-6pm

CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663
Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil.  We serve brown rice.  All dishes can be altered to

your liking.  Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
609 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
 Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,

Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant


