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Residents held up protest signs last week as
| RIOC convened a Board meeting with an

8 agenda item that would lease Gallery RIVAA

1 toa Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin Robbins
franchisee. After DHCR Commissioner Judith
Calogero announced the matter would be
deferred, a resident presented a box of donuts
to her and RIOC President Herb Berman,
saying, “You eat them. We don’t want them.”
An unusually large crowd was at the Thursday
morning meeting — 103 residents.

Housing

Tenant Ownership at Island House Is
Stalled as Bureaucracy Does Its Thing

by Dick Lutz

What's holding up the deals for
tenantsto become ownersinlsland
House and Westview?

Who's holding up the deal s?

The path to resident ownership
isdownright simple and obvious—
or distressingly complex and ob-
scure — depending on who's mak-
ing the judgment.

The downright simple and obvi-
ous version is represented by a
path that the Island House Tenants
Association (IHTA) laid out in a
letter of intent (the “LOI,” in the
shorthand language of the deal):

Back From the Great Donut War of 06,
RIOC Juggles Gallery, Retail Space Needs

The RIOC Board of Directors
deferred action last week on aplan
to lease space now occupied rent-
freeby Galery RIVAA toaDunkin’
Donuts/Baskin Robbins franchise.

Facing 103 residents, many of
whom carried signs supporting
RIVAA’'swishto stay initspresent
location (theformer Bigelow Phar-
macy space at the northeast corner
of Rivercross), Board Chair Judith
Calogero announced the Board
would not act on the proposed
lease to the franchisee. She said
the reason was, in part, that RIOC
had not been able to reach officers
of RIVAA to discuss the change
and offer the gallery other space
on the Island.

The whole episode almost hap-
pened under the radar, during a
three-week gap between issues of
The WIRE but, by Monday, aWIRE
e-mail bulletin had spread theword
that the action was on the Board's
agenda, being considered, and
RIVAA quickly mounted a cam-
paign to keep the space that had

been renovated for it under the
RIOC Presidency of Robert H. Ryan.

Supportersturned out, some un-
aware that RIOC was making an
offer of alternative space, some
concerned that members of the
Roosevelt Island Visual Arts As-
sociation might not be ableto mus-
ter the manpower to convert are-
placement space into a gallery of
the same quality. Protesters also
pointed out that, because RIOC
Now requires community groupsto

get insurance to schedule events
at the Good Shepherd Community
Center, the gallery hasbecome one
of the few spaces on Main Street
whereasmall meeting can be held.
Calogero’s statement seemed tai-
lored to assert that removing the
Dunkin’'/Baskin item from the
agenda was not a response to the
gathering protest. Her statement,

infull:
“1 know that many of you are here
See Donuts, page 8

Eastwood Owner Gets
Ground-Lease Extension

The RIOC Board of Directors
voted to give Eastwood a ground
leaselast week inaThursday morn-
ing emergency meeting. It ap-
proved the specifics of alease ex-
tension that effectively implements
and ratifies a plan preserving sub-
sidiesfor existing tenants, and con-

Briefly...

* No F-train serviceto Manhattan thisweekend, 12:01 am. Saturday

through 5:00 a.m. Monday.

» RIOC istrying new routing for the many school busesthat have been
tying up Main Street morning and afternoon, asthey discharge and board
students of The Child School/Legacy High School. They will nhow use
thewest promenade in the morning (7:15-8:30), and the east promenade
inthe afternoon (1:00-3:30). “All pedestrians should exercise caution on
the seawalls during these hours,” RIOC says in an advisory.

* PS/1S 217 islooking for Car eer-Day speakers— presenterswho will
tell fifth through eight-grade students about their careers: educational
requirements, pay, atypical work day. 1t'll end with aluncheon. Want to
tell kids about your career on Friday, June 9? Call Guidance Counselor
Susan Cohen at 212-980-0294, ext. 3230.

« Faculty housing at NY U is providing aco-ownership financing pack-
agefor staffersbuying at Riverwalk L anding, now starting construction
in Southtown. Literature gives estimated prices starting at $490,000 for
one-bedroom units (700-800 sguare feet), $705,000 2br (1000-1100 sf),
and $945,000 3br (1400-1500 sf), with NY U carrying 30% of the purchase
price. TheNYU literature projects completionin July, 2007.

*» There’'sa Starbuckscoming to Roosevelt Island, to belocated in the
storefront at the southwest corner of Riverwalk Place, just above the
subway, with outdoor seating, according to David Kramer of the Hudson
Companies — opening in three to four months.

» The New York Foundation for Senior Citizens wants to recruit
Roosevelt I andersasvolunteer ombudsmen to visit seniorsresiding at
Coler-Goldwater. To volunteer or get moreinformation, call 212-962-2720

or e-mail Lpetta@nyfscltcop.org.

* A three-year project to renovate the Roosevelt 1sland Bridge will
keep traffic open asthe span isupdated. A meeting Wednesday, April 19,
at 8:00 p.m. in Good Shepherd Community Center will includea detailed
presentation on the City Department of Transportation plan for thework.

trolled rent increases for others.

The meeting was held with no-
tice shorter than required by law,
making it technically an “emer-
gency” session of the RIOC Board
— getting the Eastwood action com-
pleted before the State’s new Pub-
lic Authorities Accountability Act
becamelaw onApril 1.

RIOC Board member David KraLt,
who lives in Eastwood, called the
vote“the most important thisBoard
has ever taken.” Afterward, he
commented for The WIRE:

“The approval of the Eastwood
lease terms has an unimaginably
important impact on this commu-
nity, not just because it settles the
well-being of residents in the
Island’s largest building, but pro-
vides in certain ways a model for
future conversions.

“Because there will be conver-
sions. The Mitchell-Lamaprogram
has ended, and thereisno law for-
bidding owners from taking their
buildingsout of the program. That
could foretell the doom of
Roosevelt Island as a mixed-in-
come community, which is part of
the very vision on which our com-
munity wasfounded. But RIOC is
dedicated to the mixed-income vi-
sion in every way the law alows,
and RIOC hasalever withwhichto
forceat least alittle compliance on
owners of the original Northtown
buildings.

“That lever is the ground lease.
Owners leaving Mitchell-Lama
need to refinance their buildings,
but no bank will lend them money

See Eastwood, page 8

Work out a price, get an engineer-
ing report to figure out what repairs
are needed and whether those are
causefor an adjustment inthe price,
get aground-lease extension agree-
ment from RIOC, make a deal on
taxes, find mortgage money, and 3,
2, 1, launch — and get most of it
done — right up to asking tenants
tovoteonit —by April 30.

A morecomplex and difficult ver-
sion isembodied in akind of Spe-
cial Case of Murphy's Law that
seems to apply to anything and
everythingin New York real estate
and is compounded massively
when the special situation of
Roosevelt Island isinvolved — the
Island being New York City prop-
erty leased to New York State and
managed by appointees of the gov-
ernor through an authority-like
public-benefit corporation with its
burden of patronage appointees
and political agendasand financial
interests that have to be satisfied.
And, of course, there's the further
special situation of the buildings,
being State-sponsored affordable
housing that has come of age and
is eligible to leave the Mitchell-
Lamaprogram.

But there’smore:

» There's a lawsuit. The Shel-
drake Organization, once steering
the deal from the owner side of the
sell/buy equation, isnow suing the
owners.

» And there's an argument about
the Island’s General Development
Plan (GDP). Doesthe GDP some-
how prohibit market-rate salesthat
will come out of any planinwhich
the buildings move out of the
State’'s Mitchell-Lama affordable-
housing program?

* And then, of course, there's
RIOC —the Roosevelt Iland Oper-
ating Corporation —and its special
relationship with areal-estate agent
who hasthe authority —or may not
have the authority — to push the
deal along.

By late last week, the deals
seemed thoroughly stuck. The
April 30 expiration of arrangements
in Island House's LOI, which in
January was three whol e calendar
pages away, was and is suddenly
near, amere handful of daysaway.

TheLawsuit

The Sheldrake suit came about
when CharlesL ucido, who manages
the owner partnerships, concluded
that Sheldrake had failed to meet
contractual deadlines. Sheldrake
would becomethe purchaser of the
buildings, the original contracts
said, paying $44.5 million for
Westview and $49 millionfor Idand
House, after getting aground-lease
extension agreement from RIOC by
an“initial outsidedate” of May 30,
2004. Why a ground-|ease exten-
sion? Because leases on the land
under the buildingswill expireearly
in 2028. That'stoo short atimeto
satisfy lender requirements for
multi-million-dollar mortgages.

That “initial outside date” could
be extended, said the contractsand
amendments, in exchange for “ex-
tension down payments” by
Sheldraketo the sellers—$350,000
for an extension to September 30,
2004, $400,000for another to March

1, 2005, $750,000 to December 31,
2005, in the case of Island House.
Thereweresimilar arrangementsin
the Westview contract.

When Sheldrake missed pay-
ments, Lucido considered the deal
off. As the language of the con-
tract putsit, “Failure of Purchaser
to... timely pay the respective Ex-
tension Down Payments... shall
constitute defaults by Purchaser.”
Lucido began discussions on his
own deal to sell to the tenants.

Inresponse, Sheldrakefiled suit:
“The parties all fully recognized
that it would be difficult to predict
the timing of obtaining the various
consents and approvals from the
government agenciesand lenders...
All of the parties involved were
aware of theinherent, and unique,
difficulties and obstacles at the
heart of the transactions... Nota-
bly absent from the contracts are
any provisions making the closing
dates ‘Time of the Essence.’”
Sheldrakeisasking for damages of
$100 millioninthe suit.

Even though Sheldrake is not
suing either tenant group, the law-
suit against the owning partner-
shipsisasci-fi-sizefly in the oint-
ment that could gum up the gears
as the tenant groups and the own-
erstry tomovetoward aded. Lend-
ers able to provide massive mort-
gage funding are sure to be reluc-
tant to commit to a purchase that
could be derailed in court or held
up for years. RIOC hasalso report-
edly cited the suit as a reason for
delay.

If the suit is quickly dismissed,
Sheldrakewill be firmly out of the
picture. But IHTA leadersfear that
some compromise might beworked
out that will bring Sheldrake back
into the picture. The alternative —
waiting out protracted court pro-
ceedings — is also dangerous, in
their view: It could make Lucido,
who is 72 and would like to retire,
antsy to make a sale at a pace that
wouldn't suit careful movement
toward resident ownership.

The GDPArgument

When conversations with the
Shel drake Organization went badly,
the Westview tenant organization
took an aggressive stance. It ad-
vanced the argument that provi-
sions of the Island’s General De-
velopment Plan (GDP) —part of the
lease between City and State —re-
quire specific proportionsof afford-
able housing in Northtown. It calls
for this breakdown of housing:

* 20% for persons and families
eligiblefor Federally-assisted pub-
lic housing;

* 20% for persons and families
eligibleto benefit [from] section 236
of the National Housing Act;

» 35% for familieseligibleto oc-
cupy limited profit housing fi-
nanced under Article 2 of the New
York State Private Housing Finance
Law;

And, most critically, market rate:

* 25% for persons and families
who can afford conventionally fi-
nanced and fully taxpaying units.

The key point in a lawyer letter
opposing Sheldrakewasthat, with-
out a plan to preserve Westview's

See Housing, page 14
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The Editorial Page

Embrace the Dream

To become resident owners of their buildings, residents of
Island House and Westview must navigate an uncertain sea of
financing, regulations, arrangements, and negotiations. The
Rivercross cooperative, in removing itself from the Mitchell-Lama
program, will face similar challenges.

To succeed, they’ll need help from many points of the com-
pass — lending institutions, legislators, lawyers, engineers, City
and State government, and RIOC. Those entities will have to be
deliberate and determined advocates for the American dream of
home ownership that these residents embrace and deserve to enjoy.
They will need to set aside political agendas, think creatively,
focus on the goal, act selflessly, put ego aside, and accentuate the
positive.

The positive in these deals is a more stable village of owners,
each an empowered stakeholder in this community of powerful
shared values.

The potential downside is grievous to contemplate. Let too
many deadlines pass and the rental buildings could wiggle out of
Mitchell-Lama control and into the realm of dwellings that are
simply unaffordable. Adjust the crossbars on the t's too repeat-
edly, re-dot the i's too many times — and the dream could be dust.

Everybody involved needs to act expeditiously to move things
along.

RIOC, for example, should give up a demand that it collect
an advance on its legal costs before permitting serious lawyer-to-
lawyer discussions of the acceptable terms of a deal and the con-
ditions that will lead to the necessary extension of the leases for
the ground under the buildings.

Those concerned deeply about keeping Roosevelt Island hous-
ing affordable must recognize that the buildings, in the hands of
their residents, are far more likely to stay affordable than if they
are sold off to private investors.

Everyone —everyone — has to get behind the worthy goal and
difficult process of shepherding these deals to ultimate fruition,
finding ways to remove roadblocks, and finding ways to avoid
erecting them in the first place.

We reassert that it can be done. Roosevelt Island will be a
better place — a better home —when it has been accomplished.

We urge all involved to be the best they can be, nurture the
process, and make it happen.

Legacy

It's hard to imagine that anybody working at RIOC actually
awakes in the morning trying to figure out how he will make
residents’ lives less pleasant when he gets to work. Oh, there’s
the passive-aggressive clerk or two, erecting roadblocks instead
of clearing them away. But, for the most part, we're prepared to
believe that RIOC wants what's best for this community — as
long as other agendas can be satisfied along the way.

The problem, of course, is that they don't live here, and they
don't easily emphatize with the value system of residents, or think
as residents do. So we understand they may be surprised to
learn that people here value art over calories and unique mom-
and-pop stores over cookie-cutter chains and franchises.

RIOC has capable people, many likely to leave this Island by
early next year. We hope that, before they go, they will impose
resident values on the legacy they put in place.
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TotheEditor:

Just what we always wanted:
Instead of the pharmacy that
served all of usin Northtown so
well, RIOC forced that tenant out
and he sold his business to
Gristede's, a location not as con-
venient to most of Northtown'sresi-
dents. Now, instead of abeautiful
art gallery, wewill have afast-food
“joint” serving junk-food donuts
and coffee!

Thank goodness we have such
competent folks at RIOC, looking
out for our interests. The Star-
bucksisabit more sensible, but it
will probably fail dueto alack of
sufficient population. Still, thereis
wireless communication possiblein
the Starbucks!

Robert Chira

TotheEditor:

Dunkin Donuts? Starbucks?
Baskin-Robbins? Seems we al-
ready had a coffee/pastry/ice
cream shopontheldand, but didn’t
they close them down? Oh right,
they were the Mom-and-Pop shop
that’swell onit’sway to being ex-
tinct.

Hey, let’s shut down the hospi-
tals (the patients can find some
other place to stay) and turn them
into malls instead. Anyone for a
glorified Bed and Breakfast Inn at
the Blackwell house?After al, who
cares about history? Or art galler-
ies, for that matter?

Roosevelt Island is becoming a
mini-Manhattan. So much for our
“best kept little secret.”

DeniseL arocque

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
While I'm sure your Public
Safety Department peoplearelook-
ing forward to having a tacky
Dunkin’ Donutsfranchiseon Main
Street, | am appalled by the idea.
Replacing acultural icon like Gal-
lery RIVAA with this ghetto-like
blightiscriminal.

There are plenty of other places
to put an eyesorelike DD/BR. How
about by your housein Red Hook?
How about over by Octagon? Or,
how about on the other land you
sold out from under usfor pennies,
Southtown? Let them take it.
What's that? They don’'t want it,
either? Haven't you screwed us,
our neighborhood and our Island
enough?

| wish | could say you were sim-
ply a buffoon, but unfortunately
you' re much more dangerous than
that. Your malignant, agenda-
driven decisionswill be something
thelong-timeresidentswill haveto
endurefor years, long after you and
your Governor are gone.

However, at some point in your
life (hopefully while your Island
“legacy” istill freshinyour mind)
you may feel like your assets are
being mismanaged, that you' re be-
ing swindled, that someone un-
qualified—who you didn’t select —
ismaking life-altering decisionsfor
you without your consent. In
those times, think of us, think of
karma, and remember this Herb,
payback’s a bitch.

Damon L aScot

TotheEditor:
| have an idea: Nexttime any-
body from RIOC wants a coffee
or a coke or a croissant or a
smoke, all the merchantson Main
Street who are operating without
a lease should refuse them ser-
vice and tell them to go to Man-
hattan. Then, when they can’t
board the bus or train or Tram be-
cause they’'re packed to the
doors, maybethey’ Il see the com-
munity has needs that aren’t be-
ing properly addressed.
NameWithheld

Letters

To Herb Berman and the RIOC
Board of Directors:

| amwriting to express my oppo-
sitionto RIOC’s proposed plansto
close Gallery RIVAA. Itismy un-
derstanding that the Roosevelt |s-
land Operating Corporation plans
onvotingtoreplaceGallery RIVAA
with aBaskin-Robins/Dunkin’ Do-
nuts at the northeast corner of the
Rivercrossbuilding.

| am afirm believer that the arts
play a critica role in this state’'s
economy. Replacing Gallery
RIVAA will only serve to hamper
any economic objectives that you
may wish to achieve through this
action. | have been contacted by
residents on the I sland who object
to losing this cultural
institution, and cannot understand
why Gallery RIVAA faces
possible eviction when there are a
number of other vacant storefront
propertiesavailable.

The haste with which this issue
has been brought forth leaveslittle
room to have an honest and open
discussion between RIOC and the
residentsof thelsland. | standwith
the residents of Roosevelt Island
in opposing any plansto close the
doorsto Gallery RIVAA. Further-
more, | strongly urge you to vote
in favor of keeping RIVAA at its
current location, or putting a hold
on afinal decision until the con-
cerns of the community have been
appropriately addressed.

State Senator José M. Serrano

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:

Exactly what is the plan in your
mind as to what the Roosevelt |s-
land community should be? What
is the gain for the residents when
you dismantle RIVAA?

From the standpoint of residents,
you seem to be intent on tearing
the community fabric into shreds.

What you are doing is bringing
scorn on and hatred for the Pataki
Administration and all who are part
of it.

David J. Bauer

TotheEditor:

Asaresident of three yearswho
isnot lucky enough to have subsi-
dized rent or a co-op, | am once
again appalled at the backward way
that the Island responds.

There are many residents on the
Island who would be happy to buy
more goods and services if avail-
able. But hereisthe problem with
the residents and RIOC — every-
thing closes or is “shut down.”
Thereisnolonger abar —soweare
forcedtohaveadrink at the Trellis
(fine, but it closes early), no longer
pizza, no placeto sit and have cof-
feeand wi-fi.

See Letters, page 16

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to
the community, and to/from officials. Name
Withheld publication will be considered, but
the writer's name, address, and phone num-
ber must be provided for verification and for
our records; letters submitted anonymously
will not be published.

Preferred method of submission: E-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file), or
on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Alternatives: Typed copy left at 531 Main
Street, but allow extra time before deadline
for typesetting. Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered, if brief, but we are not
able to take telephone dictation of letters.
All letters are subject to acceptance and to
editing for length and clarity. Recommended
maximum length, 300 words; longer letters
will be considered if their content merits the
required space.

Letters deadline for Apr. 22
issue: Tues., Apr. 18
Letters received after deadline

considered on a space-available basis.

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
I’m thankful for thee-mailedin-

formation about Tram schedule

changes and bridge closures.

However, as|’vealready pointed
out and you acknowledged at the
time, e-mail advisoriesshouldn’t be
limited to information that every-
one can get in advance, without
e-mail —not to mention that only a
minority isaffected by Tram sched-
ule changes between 10 am. and 2
p.m. or weekday bridge closures,
which isall I’ve ever heard about
through RIOC advisories.

Again, what | would like to get
fromane-mail advisory is, tobein-
stance, being informed before |
leavemy officethat | won't beable
toridethetram homeand | haveto
usean aternative—instead of hav-
ing to go to the Tram and walk up
the stairs before finding out it was
no use going there.

Another example is the F-line
shutdowns, this weekend and last.
Not before we're on the bus or at
the station do we find out there's
noway we' Il beontimewherever it
iswe're going. lsn't that some-
thing RIOC does or could know
about, and don’'t you understand
that’sthekind of information | and-
ersreally needtoreceive by e-mail,
both at home and at work?

Back in February of last year,
RIOC wroteto methat my sugges-
tionswould be acted upon. | quote
Catherine Johnson’s e-mail dated
February 10, 2005; “Inadditionto
advisoriesfor scheduled downtime,
wewill benotified by the Tram op-
erator whenever the Tram is down
— even if thisis for a very short
time. We will send an advisory
whenwearenotifieditisdown and
another one as soon as we are no-
tified the Tram isrunning again.”

... to which you personally
added, “See, it can sometimes
work.”

How about starting now?

ClaudelL estelle

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:

It appearsthat nothing really gets
accomplished on Roosevelt Island
unless there are numerous com-
plaints. | have informed the
doorstation at 625 Main Street that
one of the sewers is backed up.
There is water running down the
emergency driveway. As RIOC
stated, this is the responsibility of
the Department of Environmental
Protection.

| would think that, since thisis
dirty water coming out of the sewer
and a school next door, something
would have been done about this,
but it's been weeks and, with the
weather starting to get warmer, this
could cause a smelly situation.

Asl recall, last year you d'sowere
going to look into the situation of
the yellow school busesthat tie up
Main Street every morning when
the peoplewho live here aretrying
to get towork. The Red Buses not
only get delayed waiting for the
school buses to clear, but now the
Red Buses also go down to Octa-
gon Park, thus causing residents
to be late for appointments and
work. It appearsthat the Red Buses
areno longer timed with the Tram.

It would be nice to have these
items addressed.

Rosemary Dringus

The writer relayed this response,
received from Herb Berman:

Thereisaschedule, Public Safety
isinitiating a new plan to control
the yellow bus problem, DEP was
notified and our engineers are
aware of the sewer problem. | just
had a corneal transplant and hence
| can not usethe e-mail processwith
easefor thetimebeing. Pleaseex-
cuse my brevity.



First I want to thank all those who extended their good
wishesto me after my recent surgery. | have been making a
steady recovery and expect to be back at full speed in the

near future.
Now that may be viewed as a mixed blessing by some of
those who have been com-

plaining about whether Gal-

Th e lery RIVAA was being

pushed out of itsMain Street
R I OC storefront in favor of a
Dunkin' Donutsthat has ex-
pressed an interest in the
C 0O | umn space. Since facts ought to
count for something in pub-
lic debates, let me report di-
rectly to you about the controversy.

AsRIOC Board Chairwoman Judy Calogero said last week,
thefact isthat RIVAA leadersknow that RIOC offered them
the gallery space they currently occupy with the expressly
stated proviso that they could remain there rent-free until
we had a tenant that wanted the space.

The fact is aso that RIOC officials tried repeatedly and
unsuccessfully to get in touch with RIVAA's president in
the days leading up to the meeting to discuss providing the
arts center alternative space at 503 Main Street, afar more
visiblelocation in the first storefront on the Manhattan side
asyou walk north from the Tram and subway.

Another fact is that RIOC has long supported RIVAA,
whether in providing the free rent on Main Street or provid-
ing RIOC staff to do sheet rocking and other infrastructure
work onthemezzaninelevel at Sportspark for useby RIVAA
—again rent free— on behalf of working Island artists. .
Because RIVAA leaders were unavailable for discussion,
and because we wanted to pursue further discussions with

Dunkin’ Donuts, theitem scheduled for the March 30 RIOC
Board meeting was tabled. We are now in the process of
engaging both RIVAA and Dunkin’ Donutsin further talks
to resolvethis controversy which has been fed by misinfor-
mation, whether intentional or accidental.

The WIRE attempted to link our moveto rent out the space
to Dunkin’ Donuts to a change in State law that went into
effect on Saturday, April
1, requiring State authori-
ties and public-benefit
corporations such as
RIOC to maximizereturn
on its assets. But this is
totally besides the point,
since RIOC has already
been operating asafinan-
cially self-sufficient cor-
porate entity andisin fact
amodél for other authori-
ties and public benefit
corporations around the
State that will now have
to do the same.

That self-sufficiency is
not an option, but aman-
E | date. It iswhy we must
Herbert E. Berman, President  insist on standard busi-

Roosevelt Island Operating Corp. ness practicesin ensuring

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com that retail establishments

pay their rent. It does not lessen our commitment to sup-

porting RIVAA in its continuing presence on the Island, as

is evidenced by our encouragement to the developer of the

Octagon project that he make available free gallery space
within that project when it is completed.

Residents who subscribe to The WIRE’s e-mail bulletin service followed last
week’s Gallery RIVAA / Dunkin’ Donuts situation as it developed, from first
information to conclusion.

To subscribe, send an AddMe e-mail to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

| seldom have anything complimentary to offer about the
way RIOC manages our community affairs, but I’'m surethat
most residents are relieved that its Board opted to defer a
decision on evicting the RIVAA gallery to make room for a
Dunkin’ Donuts. However, the reprieve may be shortlived.
RIOC mesets again this week, and may very well choose to
approve this lease before this column goes to press.

This plan is unfortunate on so many levels.

RIOC has always been good to our local organizations,
providing support to the Historical Society, Gallery RIVAA,
the Cultural Center, the Senior Center, the religious organi-
zations, etc. These organizations al deliver crucial social

and spiritual services that
really comprisethevery heart

T h e of our community. RIVAA,

the Roosevelt Island Visual
Arts Association, is ho less

R I RA vital, not only to the very

many who have worked so

C I hard to make these premises

O U m n S0 attractive and stimulating,

but to the whole community

that can enjoy the many exhibits and varied programs that

they offer, and to passers-by who can appreciate the excel-
lent storefront displays.

| find it hard to believe that the potential lesseesinsisted
that thisbethe only site on Roosevelt Island that they would
consider. | wonder if anyone explained that evicting the
Gallery would aready start them off on abad foot. | wonder
if they were offered any other sites.

Other comments I’ m hearing from residents focus on the
wisdom of putting fast-food chains on the Island. They're
concerned that we'll lose our uniqueness, local character,
and ability to ever become the “destination point” that will
bring peopleto the Island. Still others wonder why, in this
health-conscious day and age, with childhood obesity reach-
ing epidemic proportions, we would want to encourage kids
to eat doughnuts. And residents are also wondering how,
from an economic perspective, these newcomers will sur-
vive. The bulk of the population leaves the Island during
the day and we already have merchants on the Island who
offer many of the same products. | guessthat’s for Dunkin’
Donuts marketing department to analyze, but we' re not look-
ing forward to seeing any more storefronts left vacant by
failed businesses.

RIOC Board Chair Judith Calogero made anumber of rea-
sonabl e pointsin her announcement deferring thisdecision.
Itistruethat RIVAA leaders*know that they were provided
space rent-free along Main Street with the express proviso
that they would vacate once acommercial tenant wanted to
lease the space.” Of course, RIOC has the power to evict
any entity occupying their premises without a lease. That
doesn’t mean they should exercise that power.

Shealso points out that, “ Financial self-sufficiency isnot
just a nice idea, but essential for the fiscal stability that
makes everything we do on Roosevelt Island possible. We
must generate enough income to maintain the Island, create
afund for future maintenance and devel opment, protect past
State investment, and meet fiduciary obligations to bond-
holders.” Residents haverepeatedly asked for real numbers
on how much RIOC needsto be “ self-sufficient.” We were
promised self-sufficiency by Rob Ryan when he inked the
Southtown deal, and Herb Berman has said many times, even

in hiscolumn, that thelsland is self-sufficient right now, and
thelast two annual financial statements bear that out. How-
ever, if capital accumulationisso crucial, why isRIOC plan-
ning to givetherightsto build thelast five Southtown build-
ingsfor apittance? Nor was any mention of self-sufficiency
made when they gave al the available school space to the
Child School for $4 per square foot per annum (although, at
least, this school is a worthy benefactor). The mantra of
self-sufficiency seemsto be invoked or ignored at random.
It certainly shouldn’'t be the only principle of community
governance. If RIOC wereto axeall the servicesthat don’t
turn aprofit, they’ d start with Public Safety (at over $2 mil-
lion/year) and they’d close down the Tram. Again, | am
calling on the Board to engage in a public dialogue on how
much money they think we need, and what ways we intend
to getit. Certainly, thisisthe best way to get public buy-in
on any painful sacrificesthat we'll be asked to make.

A few additional notes: Child School buses now driveon
the west promenade in the morning and the east promenade
inthe afternoon. Clearly, traffic on Main Street has become
aproblem. It'snot aproblem the residentsdidn’t anticipate
before the Child School came to the Island; nevertheless,
it's one we now have to deal with. | commend RIOC for
recognizing the problem and trying to solve it. However,
these new routes are the wrong solution. When the school
was first proposed, one of the first questions asked was,
“Where will the school
buses go?’ We were as-
sured at that time that the
promenadeswould not be
used. | and other RIRA
Council membershaveal-
ready heard numerous
complaints about how
dangerous this is. Par-
ticularly inthe afternoon,
kids are milling around
the moving school buses
at the area by Eastwood
and the baseball field.
This new route is the
wrong answer. It needsto
be changed before,
heaven forbid, a child
getshurt in this pandemo-
nium. If RIOC doesn’t
care about the safety of
the kids, then perhaps
the risk of monumental
lawsuit in the event of a tragedy of this nature will sway
them to quickly remedy thismatter. Intheinterim, pleasetry
to keep your kidsaway from thisarea, even though it will be
increasingly more difficult asthe weather getswarmer. Also,
make your feelings known to Herb Berman at
HBerman@rioc.com.

Finally: On April 19, Community Board 8 will have its
Roosevelt Idand public meeting at the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center at 6:30 p.m., and the Department of Transpor-
tation will discuss plans to upgrade the Roosevelt Island
bridgein the downstairsroom of the Chapel later that night,
at 8:00 p.m.

I'll be away on vacation for then next few weeks, seeyou
inmid-May!

Steve Marcus, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: SteveAtRIRA@verizon.net
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COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —

No F-train serviceto Manhattan all weekend, 12:01am.
Saturday to 5:00 am. Monday. Service from Manhattan to
Roosevelt Island is expected to be normal.

Ver nissage 5 show, Gallery RIVAA, featuring the works
of two dozen artists. Gallery hours Wed. & Fri., 6-9 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun., 11:00 am.-5:00 p.m. Exhibition continuesto April
16.

Open Wor kshop Performance by the Main Street The-
atre and Dance Alliance musical theater workshop class,
Sun., Apr. 9, 3:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. $7 (mat seating under 10
years, $5). Reservations, 212-371-4449.

—TheComing Week —

Town Hall Meeting on theWar in Irag, with Rep. John
Murtha, author of the House Resolution calling for with-
drawal, sponsored by Rep. Carolyu Maloney, Mon., Apr. 10,
12:00 noon, Community Unitarian Church, 40 E. 35th Street
(Park/Madison). Free. Forinformation, call 212-860-0606.

—Future Events—

FreeLifeguard Trainingfor youth 15-
20, Mon.through Fri.,April 17-21, 11-5
daily, with certification after one week.
Registration deadline is Monday, April
10. Participantsrequired to be strong dis-
tance swimmers. Applications available
at the PS/1S 217 Beacon program operated by the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program. For information, call 212-527-2505.

Community Board 8 meeting, Wed., Apr. 19, 6:30 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Community Center.

Roosevelt Idand Bridge Renovation M egting withthe City
Department of Transportation, Wed., Apr. 19, 8:00 p.m.,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Apr. 20, 6:30 p.m., at the
Library. Bodega Dreams by Ernesto Quifionez.

TheMain Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Apr. 22, 2006.
(Toreceive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe
messageto Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Dead-
line: Ads in the paper, Thursday, Apr. 13; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon., Apr. 17; they are due
Thur., Apr. 20. Future
issues: May 6 and 20,
June 3 and 17, Jduly 1,
July 29, Aug. 26, Sept. 9
and 23, Oct. 7 and 21,
Nov.4and 18, Dec.2and
16. News phone,
212-826-9055; urgent
matters 917-617-0449. Phone for display and classified
advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214. To
list your organization’s | sland-related event in this col-
umn, e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, Of
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street; provide atel ephone number for follow-up ques-
tions. Thereisno charge for such listings.

CB8 SpeaksTV show, Tue,, Apr. 25, 7:00 p.m., TimeWarner
Cable channel 34. Topic/guests to be announced.

Community Board 8 Housing Committee Forum on
household emergency preparedness, Wed., Apr. 26, 6:30-
9:00 p.m., Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East
79th Street (Park/Lex), auditorium. Information:
212-758-4340.

Exhibit Opening: Island Schools of Art, Sat., Apr. 29,
4:00p.m., Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main Street, featuring artwork
from the students of PS/IS 217, The Child School/L egacy
High School, and the Roosevelt Island Day Nursery.

Damn Yankees, presented by the Main Street Children’s
Theatre, Fri., May 5 through Mon., May 8, timesto be an-
nounced. Reservations, 212-371-4449.

Senior Center

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk at
531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Monday 5:00, Healthy Body & Mind
9:30, Yoga 7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
10:30-11:30, English as2nd Thursday
Language 10:00, Get Sronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure 10:30, CreativeArts
Screening 12:30,Movie
12:30,“Oldies’ Movies 7:00, Dance
1:00, Computers Friday
1:00, Tai Chi 9:30, Yoga
Tuesday 10:30, Computers
9:30-1:00, FreeTax Help 1:00, Bridge
(last day: Tue., Apr. 11) 7:00, Games(RISA)
10:00, Get Sronger Bones Saturday

10:30, Shoppers Bus

2:00, Bingo

2:00, Painting & Sculpting

6:00, Ballroom Dancing

7:30,Games(RISA)
Wednesday

9:15, Say Well

10:30, Computers

10:30, Shoppers Bus

7:30,Bingo (RISA)

Special Events

Tue,Apr.11,7:00p.m.,
General Meeting

Wed., Apr. 19, Atlantic City
trip

Mon., Apr. 24, Mohegan
Suntrip (7:30a.m.)

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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MUSICAL THEATRE
WORKSHOP PERFORMANLES
ALYSSA HOCHHEISER:
AT BAVDIT DA EDL AT
FONNYE HALPERN BAEBALA PAEKEE
REMTMEY: Tes:S PELlaY POLANELIEY
r'_-;‘;‘;" st BREHNA STEIN

and MASGIE WARRER

DIRECTED 8 TACEDE CUPSUCE, PALL TDARNGO, & MARY RoOATTY

SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 200k
F:00 PM, and 30 P M,

MAITN
STREET
THEATELE

ALL SEATS #7  (FLOOE MATS FOE K105 UNDEE 10 = §5)

IHFOEMATION & RESEEVATIONS: 202-F11- 444
oA MAIN STREET, PODGEVELT IBLAND
(EMTEE AT THE EED RdHIMG BEHIMD THE ViDED STDEE)

é)*l WANCE

ALLIANCE

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to
— your liking. Catering for all occasions.

~ b -

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
R Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

- e

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) =
609 Main Street « Roosevelt Island F1)

Gos

The 39¢ color copy sale”at The UPS Store.

The UPS Store”

Save now on color copies. Plus, use
our professional document services
for the quality and accuracy you
expect and deserve.

|

* Full-color or black-and-white digital
printing and copying

+ Binding, laminating, collating and
shrink-wrapping

* Ship your documents anywhere in
the world

» Paper and office supplies

» Business cards, letterhead, labels,
envelopes and stationery

* Fax services
* And more

We have thousands of locations
including one near you.
So top in and ask us for details!

1173A Second Ave

Between 61t & 62

New York, NY 10021
Ph: 212 832 1390

1275 First Ave
Between 68" & 69"
New York, NY 10021

Ph: 212 535 3325

: To Our Friendson

«x  Roosevelt |dand
All Saints Church Welcomes You

We arejust steps away from the Manhattan Tram Station.
230 East 60th Street (between 2nd & 3rd Avenues)

Sundays
9 am. —Meditative, spoken service of Holy Eucharist.

.,

AL 5

At

Wednesday Evenings
6:30 p.m. — Eucharist in the Chapel followed by L enten Season study program
Weekday M ornings
8:00 a.m.—Morning Prayer in the chapel
ALL INVITED —ALL WELCOME
Visitusat: www.allsaintsnyc.org

T D

11 am.—Choral service of Holy Eucharist with the beautiful music of theAll Saints Chair.

P

Q
P V78

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

800 Lexington Avenue between 61st & 62nd

Monday-Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 noon - 10:30 p.m.

212-888-7898

Fax 212-888-7889
www.ginzalexington.com

10% Off Lunch or Dinner with this ad

Dine-In or Take-Out ¢

Now is the time to come for a visit!
Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and Full-time
Preschool Programs
tor children 2.6 through 5 years

Subsidized Full-day Pre-K
www.ridn.org

4 RIVER ROAD 593-0750

O ———————

- Metali Enterprises j

- - -

| United Collision

Auto Repairs, Air Condition, Diognosics, Body Work
AUTO SALES
16 36 Ave, Long Island Giy, NY 11106 (Entrance of Roesevel Isond)

Eugen Zafiu (Gelv) Tek: (718) 729-2309 / (917) 208-5505
E-mail: mulmeamu@nyc.n.com

Valentin Povlovid Tel: (917) 882-0300
E-mail: valentin_tonio@msn.com
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Your new neighborhood Drug and HealthFood Store
235 East 57" Street, between 2nd & 3rd — Just two blocks south of the Tram
Phone 212-310-0111 « Fax 212-310-0144

Prescriptions
& Medical Supplies

« Allinsurance plans welcomed, including
Medicare and Medicaid

» Open 7 days per week

» We carry a full line of medical/sugical supplies

* We will MATCH OR BEAT Costco’s online
prescription prices

Vitamins &
Health Food

 Full line of vitamins & supplements at
the City’s best prices

 Sports nutrition products, too

» We carry an extensive line of frozen and
refrigerated products

« All the healthy brands you want at
discounted prices

Come say hello to Prita, our pharmacist,
aresident of Roosevelt Island

r ------------ r ------------------------------ 1
[ Coupon I [ Coupon I I Coupon I I Coupon [
I 15% Off I I 3$100ffany 11 $20ff $5 off 11 50% Off I
| All Medical Supplies I 1 NeworTransferred |1 | anyPurchase anyPurchase | | AllMajorVitaminLines |
Including: Walkers, Braces, Canes, inti Including Solgar, Twinlab, Now,
1 WheelchalrsgBathroom Aids, and Much MoreI 1 Prescrlptlon , 11 0f $10 O»f More of $30 or More | 1 Nature’s Way and Many More 1
« Limit — 5 pre pnons per family. * Some exclusions apply. Sale and discounted items are not « Some exclusf ly. Can not be combined
I « Excludes # |t ite mSp All s, t| of I‘Eel; al s 4/:55)06 I I Valid only for new customers. I I included. Limit — one per customer. I I with any other ff ppy per customer. I
imi omer. Expire: 4/30/06 Expires 4/30/06. Expire: 4/30/06
e ——— T I T e p—— T e —— - |
1302 Second Avenue — at 68" Street 120 East 34th Street (Lexington/Park)
NYC 10021 — TWO MORE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS - NYC 10016
Phone 212-794-8700 Phone 212-481-6600

The Farmers Market

ery Satuday mornin
un erterampaly otor&éte

dineg 1989

ﬁi}ﬂ‘-‘ﬁ—ﬂ}‘_\ "*'-\";j\\mﬁfu \‘:ﬁq&b ‘Wﬂmﬂ

! et e, et

WENEEK@ F&KM

Now that the weather makes Saturday mornings outdoors a real pleasure,
there’s all the more reason to shop at Roosevelt Island’s own Farmer’s Market,
where the bounty of Pennsylvania Dutch Country comes your way.

Asalways, Thank youfor shopping with us every Saturday.
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Young Architects from Across the World Ponder a Question:

THe" afE
T iF Y

TR T

WLORLAR @

by Bret Senft

Polite, black-suited security
guards at the door of the Center for
Architectureat 536 LaGuardiaPlace
near Bleeker Street on arecent warm
night. And past the guards, a di-
verse crowd of hundreds of hip,
young designers and architects on
threelevels of open spaceand high
ceilings, colorful design plansand
drawings of varying projects from
different parts of the world on the
walls and tablesin the rooms. An
international buzz to the event as,
downstairs, the crowd assembled
for a panel discussion and awards
ceremony featuring the winners of
an “ideas competition” presenting
theoretical projectsfor developing
Southpoint on Roosevelt Island —
young architectsfrom France, Swit-
zerland, and the United States.

“ Southpoint: From Ruinto Reju-
venation (The Roosevelt Island
Universal ArtsCenter)” isthelong-
ish title for the competition orga-
nized by Emerging New York Ar-
chitects (ENYA), agroup of young
architects within the American In-
stitute of Architects (AlIA), New
York Chapter. The concept, open
tothosein thefield lessthan ade-
cade after graduation, was to cre-
ate hypothetical designs for the
development of Southpoint, plans
that would include the James
Renwick Smallpox Hospital ruin
and, according to the competition’'s
accompanying exhibition publica-
tion, “amulti-usefacility that would
accommodate both performing and
visual arts. Designed with the en-
tire Roosevelt Island constituency

South point: _from Ruin to Rejuvenation

L[g

in mind, the competition was tai-
lored to fit two Island organiza-
tions’ —namely, the Roosevelt |s-
land Visual Arts Association
(RIVAA), and the Col er-Gol dwater
nursing facility, serving as*“clients”
for thearchitects. Therewereover
300 entries; 63 were chosen for the
exhibition; they are on view at the
Center for Architecture until June
17. The award winners received
prize money totaling $11,500.

The publication notes that the
success of an ideas competition
“comes from the critical mass of
entriesand their ability to inspirea
community through the sheer num-
ber of innovative alternatives.”
Hopefully, the community wasin-
spiredlast September, when RIVAA
and Coler-Goldwater sought to
raise awareness of the forthcom-
ing competition by hosting an Is-
land exhibition of ENYA's2004 com-
petition — theoretical designs for
an East River boathouse — as well
asartwork from RIVAA and Coler-
Goldwater artists. A number of ar-
chitects attended the opening re-
ception, including the subsequent
Southpoint competition first prize
winner, Nina Baniahmad, an Aus-
trian, who flew infrom Parisfor the

w--_ .‘.
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Nina Baniahmad'’s top-award design
would install a series of ramps at
Southpoint.

Winner Nina Baniahmad
with Tad Sudol of the
Roosevelt Island Visual
Artists Association, who
served as a juror for the
competition.

event and stayed to tour
Southpoint, meeting with residents
to study the community and itsre-
quirementsfor the site.

AsBaniahmad, other award win-
ners, competition organizers, and
judgestook their placesontall, red-
lacquered designer stools at the
front of the room to begin the
evening's discussion, Theodore
Liebman — chief of architecture
thirty years ago at the Urban De-
velopment Corporation, which built
Roosevelt Island, hiring Philip
Johnson for the master plan and
other architectsfor the buildings—
stood tall in thethrong and feigned
strong bemusement at the winning
projects.

“1 was there at the beginning,”
said thewhite-crowned, mustached
architect and planner, now princi-
pal of hisown firm, The Liebman-
Melting Partnership. Of Roosevelt
Island’s descent into market-rate
apartments and condominiums, and
the loss of the original plan’s goal
of mixed-incomehousing, Liebman
saidwithasmile, “I cantell you, we
had a wonderful idea in the ' 70s,
and everyone since then has been
messing it up—by introducing more

Historic Preservation Award

and more high-income housing.
They keep changing themix in that
direction. And that's what upsets
methemost.” Asfor the surround-
ing displaysof theoretical plansfor
Southpoint, he added good-
naturedly, “I'm a little ‘disap-
pointed’ by this evening, because
it has omitted the Louis Kahn me-
moria of Franklin Roosevelt. And
who could have done better than
he? And| selected Kahnin 1974 to
createthememorial .”

The crowd was called to order,
and the panel discussion began
with commentsfrom theaward win-
ners.

Historic Preservation Award win-
ner and New Yorker Eric

Brodfuehrer’'s concept embraced
the hospital ruins, with a platform
leading directly from the building
to the west shore. “The drive be-
hind my project wasto stabilizethe
building for a new entity to come

in. For it to grow, it needsto be con-
nected” tothe City acrosstheriver.
His plan calls for ferry service to
Manhattan.

New Yorkers Dominic Leong and
Brian Pricewon third Prize. Their
design builds out from the shore-
linewith art and gallery barges, and
rooftop leisure-scapes and sculp-
ture parks.” Said Leong, “Our
project addresses the problem in
termsof cultural accessibility.” The
site isisolated, yet close to Man-
hattan. “So we had to ask how they
could be connected. So there was
an overlap between bridging City,
art, and nature.” A series of curv-
ing bridges links Southpoint to
Manhattan and Queens. “We
wanted to provide architecturewith
an operational aspect to it, rather
than being picture-postcard
iconic.”

From Basel and Zurich, Switzer-
land, second-prize winners Oliver
Brandenberger, Stephan Buehrer,
Jose Bento, Celine Guibat —calling
themselvesa*® Swiss-French/Swiss-
German Swiss Mix design team —
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Given Carte Blanche, What Would We Do With Southpoint Park?

e ——

Second prize: A massive
array of light poles, “shiny at
night, scarfed in daytime.”

created “anew sky...madeout of a
vertical grid composed of metallic
poles, regular and precise, shiny at
night, rigorous and scarfed in day-
time,” as it states in the publica-
tion. Translation: converting
Southpoint into aglowing ‘lantern’

of crossing light poles, said Guibat,
whichis“opento the spirit of New
York and centered on the ruins of
the past.”

The top award, known as the
ENYA Prize, went to Nina
Baniahmad. Her design begins at
the Queensboro Bridge and trav-
els along the eastern side of
Southpoint, using aseries of ramps
that divergeinto porches or rooms
asthe structuremovesaong. “The
point isto provide an esplanade, a
pathway to Southpoint, starting
from the bridge, where an elevator
brings peopleto ground level, tak-
ing them along the eastern side —
instead of the western side, where
alot of patients are on that path,”
she said. There are parklands in
and around the ruins. The compe-
tition brief called for artists’ hous-
ing, “but | adjusted that to include
housing for ex-patients, too, with
an enclosed garden.” She added,
“It could be a new social and cul-
tural landmark for New York. My
project is more of a pathway to
Southpoint, and the site is perfect
becauseit is adjacent to the south-
ern hospital with many patients,
many of theminwheelchairs. And
Roosevelt Island is an ideal place
for it, becauseitislosing moreand
more of itsidentity with social jus-
tice. That'swhy | call my project,
‘The Social-Cultural Esplanade of
Roosevelt Island.’”

Two of the seven-member jury
attended the panel discussion: Beth
Tauke, associate professor of archi-
tecture at SUNY Buffalo, and Tad
Sudol, architect and RIVAA presi-
dent. Asked her opinion of
Baniahmad’'s modern, flowing es-
planadedesign, Taukesaid: “1 think
thewinner isconservative, fromthe
Universal design point of view,
meaning you design with everyone
in mind, regardless of age, mobil-
ity, etc. But in her case, she used
the convention of the ramp — the
ultimate component of Universal
design—inanew and excitingway.”

Sudol recalled that when ENYA

approached RIVAA on using
Southpoint asthe site for the com-
petition, “we started to talk about
different ideas, and we asked art-
ists in both hospitals, north and
south, to contribute work —and we
saw great talent there. Andwein-
cluded that work in our RIVAA ex-
hibition last September. So the
middle of the Island met the ends
of the Island” because of this
Southpoint competition. Of thejury
selection process, held at the Cen-
ter for Architecturein late January,
hesaid, “All 300-plusentrieswere
here, and some of the design
boards were on the floor. Each of
us had to pick ten — so | missed
some. | missed the second-prize
entry, for example! But thefirst prize

was the most sophisticated draw-
ing there.”

The panel discussion ended, and
thewinnerswere given their award
certificates. Afterward, standing off
the main room in a hallway filled
with a thick, jostling, crowd of
young architects, and lined with
drawings and planning boards of
theoretical Southpoint develop-
ments, Tauke noted the unique
emphasis on social justice in the
competition — by both the organiz-
ersand entrants—addressing qual-
ity-of-life issues for marginalized
populations. Above the din of
downtown conversations, she
said: “1 don’'t mean just disabilities,
but various economic and racial

groups, age, gender equity —allow-
ing peoplewith all thosefactorsto
live together in this community.
The other jurors came with their
own ideas of social justice, but it
was on everyone’'s mind. And |
haveto say | have never beenon a
juried competition where it was
such akey component of theevalu-
ation process for the jury. If the
design did not incorporate some
concept of socia justice, it did not
make the grade. There had to be
that aspect to it.”

Third Prize
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Student Prize:
A lighthouse
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Register now for September 2006

Roosevelt Island Day Nursery

Programs for children 2.6 - 5 years

Mornings and Full Days — Full Day Subsidized PreKindergarten

Come visit! can(212) 593-0750
or come to the Day Nursery at 4 River Road.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is fully licensed. All Head Teachers have Master's degrees and are certified in Early Childhood Education,
Member of ERB and TSAAGNY. Accredited by the MNational Association for the Education of Young Children.

With the change of seasons, residents will again be seeing

Nancy Brown on Main Street — but something will be missing.
She explains:

Thiswasmy Misty. Shewasmy baby, my sweetheart, my love,
my favorite companion. She was the best dog in the world; | told
her that all thetime. From thetime shewasalittle puppy, nineand
ahalf weeksold, she never did anythl ng wrong. Shedidn’t chew
on the furniture or shoes
or cry at night or bark too
much, and she was house-
broken from day one. She
lived with me for over 12
years, and every one of
those days were precious

‘ tome. Shemade melaugh
¥ and shemademesmile, and
she gave me unconditional love. Everywherel went, Misty came
with me — even to church, where she sat behind me in my chair
through the entire Mass and never made a sound.

She was so smart, so clever. She knew when it wastimeto go
out, or timefor her cookie, or timefor dinner. She even knew when
it wastime for her eye medicine, and let usknow. Shelistened to
everything | said to her, looking me in the eyes and not turning
away until | wasfinished talking to her. And sheunderstoodit all.

Misty was one of a kind, very special to me and to everyone
who knew her, and now she is gone and | miss her so very much
and would do anything to have her back so | could laugh and smile
again. Be happy, my Misty, run around, play with your friendsand
eat all the cookies your little heart desires. | missyou very, very
much and think of you all thetimeand | remember how happy you
made me and what awonderful baby you were. You werethe best!

]

Musical
Workshop
Sunday

Students in the Main Street Theatre’s musical
theater workshop classwill perform tomorrow
(Sunday, April 9) at 3:00 and 6:30 (see ComingUp,
page 3:and ad, page 4).

Rivercross resident and longtime
resident Essie Owens exhibited her
artwork last month at the Sunrise
Civic Center in Sunrise, Florida.

Signs of Spring
Buds appearing and
bulbs being changed.

Donuts from page 1

in response to concerns expressed
about the future of RIVAA's con-
tinuing occupancy of its current
rent-free home, and discussionswe
have had with Dunkin’ Donuts
about taking that space on aleased
basis. We are removing that item
from today’s agenda, in part be-
cause leaders of RIVAA have been
unavailable for discussion this
week and in part becausewearein
further discussions with Dunkin’
Donuts about its plans.

“1 do want to address the issue
and the furor, no matter how ill-in-
formed, that has been generated,
that has drawn some of you to this
meeting today.

“Facts are important, and it is
factsthat have received short shrift
in the one-sided debate over
RIVAA during the last several

days.

“The fact isthat RIVAA leaders
know that they were provided
space rent-free along Main Street
with the express proviso that they
would vacate once a commercia
tenant wanted to lease the space.
That tenant has now emerged in
Dunkin’ Donuts.

“Thefact isalso that RIOC offi-
cials tried repeatedly and unsuc-
cessfully to get in touch with
RIVAAS spresident thisweek totak
about providing alternative space at
503 Main Street, afar more visible
location in thefirst storefront on the
Manhattan side as you wak north
from the Tram and subway.

“And the fact is that comments
by some that RIOC was moving
quickly because of anew Statelaw
going into effect this Saturday re-

quiring authorities and State-cre-
ated public benefit corporations
such as RIOC to maximize the fi-
nancial return on their assetsis ut-
terly irrelevant. RIOC aready op-
erates as a financially self-suffi-
cient corporate entity and isin fact
amodel for what the new law isdi-
recting other authorities and pub-
lic-benefit corporations to accom-
plish.

“What is relevant is that that
samenew law will requiregoing out
for public bid for actions such as
renting out the Main Street com-
mercial space under the control of
RIOC. Themarket forceswill play a
greater rolein determining what will
go into that space, or any other
vacant space along Main Street,
than the desires of some residents
to control their surroundings.

I'll alwaysloveyou and I'll never forget you, never, ever!

Nancy Brown

“RIOC hasbeen aconsistent and
ongoing supporter of RIVAA, and
will continueto be.

“Inadditiontothefreerent, RIOC
did the magjority of infrastructure
work to the current space to pre-
pare it for occupancy, and contin-
ues to provide RIOC staff free of
charge to work on electrical
changes, remodeling, and other
activities. RIVAA contributed paint-
ing and general cosmetic changes
to suit their needs. In addition,
RIVAA has benefited from a
$100,000 public purposegrant from
the corporation to support their
work. Morerecently RIOC hasis-
sued a permit to RIVAA for use of
the mezzanine space at SportsPark
that they have unfettered access
tofor their artiststo work on large
works of art. RIOC installed new
exterior doors, sheetrocked thein-
terior and repaired damage to the
ceiling and wall areas to make it
usable. Inreturn, RIVAA isto pro-
vide aseries of art instruction pro-
gramsto the community.

“RIOC has also worked with
Becker and Becker to encouragethe
devel oper of the Octagon project to
make free gallery space within the
Octagon. RIVAA and the residents
will benefit from that opportunity..

“Financial self-sufficiency isnot
just a nice idea, but essential for
the fiscal stability that makes ev-
erything we do on Roosevelt Is-
land possible. We must generate
enough income to maintain the ls-
land, create afund for future main-
tenance and development, protect

past State investment, and meet fi-
duciary obligations to bondhold-
ers.

“That self-sufficiency requires
that we apply standard business
practices to all of our operations,
including therental of storesalong
Main Street. It is worth repeating
that while private entities own the
apartment buildings on Roosevelt
Island, it is RIOC that retains the
street-level retail.

“The fruits of that self-suffi-
ciency areall around us, whether it
is new parkland at Octagon and
Southpoint or therenovated eleva-
tor at Motorgate.”

Eastwood from page 1

without along-term lease. We use
the occasion of ground lease ne-
gotiations to move owners toward
protecting existing tenants, and in
the Eastwood case we seem to have
succeeded. It bodes very well for
the future. Those of us who were
motivated to move here by the
original vision will continue to be
able to afford to live here. It is as
vital athing as| canimagine.”

Now three more buildings face
similar hurdles in moving from
Mitchell-Lamastatusto private fi-
nancing. Island House has hit a
snag initsaccelerated plan (report
on page 1), parallel to a path
Westview must follow. Rivercross,
the cooperative, is working on its
own privatization plan and closely
watching developments in the Is-
land House/Westview cases.



Authentic Thai Cuisine

A “Star” in Astoria for “glorious” Thai cooking.
—Zagat survey — rating 24

Superior Thai cooking
—Newsday

SINCE 1980

Thai cuisine
Where Thai food stays Thal

Catering for all occasions

— We deliver to Roosevelt Island —
www.ThaiRestaurant.US
Free Parking

24-42 Steinway Street ¢ Astoria, NY 11103
Tel. 718-545-2874, 718-545-0743
Open 7 days aweek, 12:00 noon-11:00 p.m.
Major credit cards accepted
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QOutdoors...

Warm weather ishere. Not every day, but more
often that we need not feel we'll scare it away by
speaking of it (at least quietly). It'stimeto think
of picnics on the weekends, and lunch — or even

dinner — on the promenade any day you choose.
We can help you out with that at Trellis—just
come on in for take-out, and we'll have your
sandwich and a drink ready before you can roll up
your sleeves. Or call ahead and your order will be
ready by the time you come by to pick it up.
Seeyou at Trellis. Bring aneighbor.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Freeconsultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available « Homevisits

*Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Red Estate: Closings
e BusinessLaw

 Divorce& Family Law
* Personal Injury Law
e Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

OIS MO

Cylinder Change 24-Hour Service
Multilock

Sogal ASTORIA H o
LOCK & SAFE  Ji{%

E
32-10 Broadway SIAAE-

7182780056
877NYCKEYS

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL « AUTOMOTIVE

Keys Made

MasterCard
Visa

Congresswoman
Carolyn B. Maloney
InvitesYou toJoin Her
for aTown Hall Meeting
ontheWar inlrag

With Special Guest
Rep. John Murtha

(Author of the House Resolution
Calling for the
Redeployment of U.S. Forcesfrom Irag)

Where: The Community Church
of New York Unitarian Universalist
40 East 35" Sreet
(between Park Avenue and Madison Avenue)

When: Monday, April 10, 12:00-1:30 PM
For more information call 212-860-0606

This advertisement was prepared and published at taxpayer expense
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Roosevelt Island Day Nursery Marks 30 Years...

by Denise Raimi
30 Yearsago...
» Gerald R. Ford was president.
* Afirgt-classstamp cost 13 cents.
» The U.S. celebrated its Bicen-

comesfrom Universal Pre-Kinder-
garten (UPK) funding whichispro-
vided by the Department of Educa-
tion. There is also added support
from aumni familiesand friends of

tennial. the Day Nurs-
» Cincinnati Throughout this article, ery.

won the World people in uncaptioned Joshua

Series. photos are identified by text Resnick started
« One Flew adjacent to their pictures. Pre-School at

Over the RIDN in 1979.

Cuckoo’s Nest won the Oscar for
Best Picture.

And —TheRoosevelt Idand Day
Nursery was born!

In 1976, agroup of Roosevelt |s-
land parents worked together to
start amuch needed pre-school on
theldand. For thefirst threeyears,
the school functioned under the
umbrella of the Good Shepherd
School and went through three dif-
ferent directors. In 1979, theschool
was incorporated into the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
(RIDN). SaraSeiden, who had run
her own nursery school in Forest
Hills, and was running a day-care
center at Kingsboro Community
College, saw an ad in the newspa-
per looking for the right person to
run this promising school and help
Roosevelt Island build a commu-
nity. Sara was the person chosen
to make this a real community
school. For 26 yearssheran RIDN.
She was essential to making the
school into the wonderful place it
still istoday.

The Day Nursery was first lo-
catedin 545 Main Street with three
classrooms, and two additional
classrooms in what were then
known as the Blackwell School
buildings. When Manhattan Park
opened in 1989, the school had
seven classes. In 2000, the school
moved to 4 River Road whereitis
today.

Sincethe school openedin 1976,
Roosevelt Island has been through
many changes, and there have been
other optionsfor day care and pre-
school, but the Day Nursery stands
out from anything else the Island
offers. Itsquality iscertified by the
National Association for Education
of Young Children (NAEY C), whose
accreditation indicates that RIDN
meetsthe highest standardsin cog-
nitive, emotional, and socia devel-
opment. The head teachersare all
highly qualified; each holds a
Master’sdegreein early childhood
education.

TheDay Nursery’sgoal isto help
children grow emotionally, socially
and intellectually in a warm and
supportive environment which re-
flects the best features of our eth-
nicaly, culturaly, racialy, and eco-
nomically diverse Roosevelt Iland
community. The aim of the pre-
school programisto provideyoung
children with well-supervised work
and play experiencesthat will pre-
pare them for kindergarten. The
school also provides guidance in
assessing any special needs chil-
dren might have.

RIDN continuesto thrive duein
part to much support over theyears
from the Roosevelt 1sland Operat-
ing Corp (RIOC) and the Agency
for Children’s Services (ACS). A
large part of the school’s funding

Taylor Jones as a three-year-old
Day Nursery child, and at 18; he
graduates in June from the Frank
Sinatra School of the Arts.

Hismother, Terri Dancik, wasvery
activeinthe school and had ahand
in hiring Sara Sieden as the direc-
tor. Josh’s younger brother, Seth,
started at the
Day Nursery
in 1982, and
their twin
brothers, Jed
and Micah,
started in
1987. Eachof
the Resnick
boys went
from pre-
school through kindergarten at
RIDN.

Their father, Dr. Jack Resnick,
says, “The Day Nursery was cen-
tral to our liveson Roosevelt Idand.
Sara Seiden created awarm, caring
environment that let our children
thrive. Each of my four sons till
counts one of his early child-
hood peers among his closest
friends.”

Joshua, now 30, isan emergency
room doctor and part of a venture
capital firm specializing in health
care. He and his wife Elana, and
their baby daughter Nicole, livein
Boston, Mass. Seth, now 27, gradu-
ated in June from the Mt. Sinai
School of Medicine and is cur-
rently a resident in psychiatry at
BellevueHospital herein New York.
Jed, 21, ison leave from hissenior
year at Brown University. Heison
the road with the national tour of
the Broadway musical, Rent, in

which heplaysoneof thelead roles.
Micah, als0 21, isaso onleavefrom
his senior year at Brown. He is
working onakibbutzinIsragl.

In 1982, after researching pre-
schools in Manhattan, Rita Meed
enrolled her first daughter Jessica
at RIDN. “Unlike most schoolsin
New York, there was no pressure
about admissions, which helped
create a wonderful atmosphere,”
says Meed. “It was an exceptional
school. They took kids from all
over the world and fit them into a
community.” Meed remainsfriends
today with the people she met
through the Day Nursery.

When her daughter Chava was
enrolled at the school in 1985, Meed
rememberstherebeing 15 countries
represented in her daughter’sclass.
“1 loved the pot luck dinnerswhere
therewere so many dishesfromall
different countries,” she recalls,
“and the teachers were very de-
voted and caring. Not to mention,
there couldn’t have been a better
location in the world for our
children’sschool.” Now 24, Chava
is teaching second grade at the
Heschel School, and she was ac-
cepted for a Master’s program at
Fordham University. JessicaMeed,
27, got her Master’sdegreein pub-
lic health at Baruch College, andis
now a PhD candidate at N.C.
Chapd Hill. Their younger brother
Jonathan, who attended the Day
Nursery starting in 1995, isnow a

freshman at Stuyvesant High
Schooal.

Bobbie Slonevsky remembers
why she sent her son Alex, then 3,
toRIDN in 1982. “The school had
avery good reputation, both for the
internationalism, and the prepara-
tion for grammar school. They also
did incredibly creative thingswith
the children.

“1 remember aproject —they took
the children out for awalk on the
Island every day, and then they
mapped out where they walked.
Then, the children built areplicaof
the Island based on their explora-
tions, with blocks, cardboard,
leaves, etc. They even recon-
structed the Tram! It was quite ex-
ceptional .”

Alex, now 26, is a graphic de-
signer working in Soho. Hara
Slonevsky, 23, iscompleting her un-
dergraduate degree at Hunter Col-

lege. Harastarted at the Day Nurs-
ery in1985. Shestill has her cook-
book from the school, and she re-
members making all the recipes.
Harasaysher favoritememory from
the Day Nursery is “Mommy
Marcia”

Marcia Ellis started working at
RIDN as an assistant teacher in
1984, and she has been there ever
since. “Marciais such a signifi-
cant part of our community. Sheis
always cheerful and upbeat, and all
the children adore her,” said Lynn
Marfey, the current Day Nursery
Board chair and mother of Day
Nursery alumni Aren, room C stu-
dent Jason, and future Day Nurs-
ery student Dylan. Ellis, originally
from Jamaica, had been living in
Nairobi for 12 yearswhere she be-
gan working in pre-schools when
her own children were enrolled.
When asked what has kept her at
the Day Nursery for 22 years, Ellis
replied, “I just love the environ-
ment. It's so good and nurturing.
And | could never leave the chil-
dren. | absolutely love each and
every one of them.”

Vicki Garavuso started teaching
at RIDN in 1979, her first head
teaching position after finishing her
Master’sdegreein Early Childhood
Education. She stayed at the Day
Nursery until 1989 when sheleft to
get her second Master’'s degreeiin
Educational L eadership. Garavuso
is currently working for City Col-
lege at the Center for Worker Edu-
cation. She is head of the under-
graduate Early Childhood Program.
She says RIDN is special because
it realy puts children and families
first. “The faculty is highly edu-
cated, and they are on the cutting
edge of good practice. They are
consistently developing them-
selves and bettering themselves.”

Garavuso explains that early
childhood educationisvery differ-
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Twenty years after he attended
RIDN, Dagen Uhle is a 23-year-
old philosophy/engineering major
at the University of Colorado.

ent from other types of education,
and that it is important to have
teachers who are specialistsin the
field. “Not all pre-schools have
such specialists,” Garavuso states.
She says she even brings her own
college students to RIDN to ob-
serve “because it's so wonderful .”
Garavuso’s own daughters,
Viviannaand Peri Pignetti both at-
tended the Day Nursery. Vivi, 25,
attended the school from 1985 to
1987. She hastraveled extensively
in Europe, Asiaand South America
sincegraduating fromNY U in 2003,
and is now applying to graduate
school for Psychology. Peri, 21, at-
tended the Day Nursery from 1988
t01991. Sheisastudent at the Uni-
versity of Vermont. Sheiscurrently
inUrbino, Italy studying Italian. Peri
has remained close to many of the
friends she made at the Day Nurs-
ery.
Valentina
Lugo is one
of thefriends
Peri Pignetti
is still in
touch with.
Lugo remem-
berslearning
how to read
while she
wasat RIDN.
Her early education started her on
her path that hasled her to the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) where shewas granted afull
scholarship.
Lugo, 20, is
currently a
Junior  at
MIT. She is
majoring in
Aerospace/
Astronauti-
cal Engineer- :
ing. !
Pat Sememza began teaching at
RIDN in 1980, whichwasher daugh-
ter Adrienne's second year at the
school. She had just completed her
Master’sin early childhood educa-
tionat Bank Street College. Semenza
was at the Day Nursery for 8 years.
Shethen taught kindergarten at PS
217 for elevenyearsbeforeretiring.
Her retirement didn't last long,
however. After only afew months,
she was asked to sub for aweek or
two at the Day Nursery. This is
Semenza's third year back at the
schoal. “I love everything about the
school,” she says. “It's awonder-
ful place to work. | love how the
teachersrespond to each other, and
how they respond to the children.
It'sawonderful placeto be.”
Adrienne, 30, graduated from
Laboratory Institute of Merchan-
disingin New York. Sheisworking
for a company that gives jobs to
people in need, in Jacksonville,
Florida
Ruhi Kabir, Semenza s assistant
teacher inthe Pre-K classat the Day
Nursery, also returned after along
absence. Kabir started teaching at
RIDN in 1987, the same year that
her son Shahryar started pre-K.

She was at the Day Nursery for
threeyearsbefore her family moved
to Iran and then to Europe. Kabir
taught for 6 years at the Interna-
tional School in Vienna. In 1997,
she moved back to Roosevelt Is-
land, and returned to the Day Nurs-

Emmanuel Jackson at 3 (left).
Now 21, he’s working and going
to college.

ery. When asked why she came
back to the school, Kabir replied,
“I love the philosophy of the
school, and | lovethe people—both
the staff and the families. The
school is very open to new ideas,
which makes it very special.”
Shahryar, 21, will graduatethisyear
with a degree in economics from
Hamilton Collegein Clinton NY.

Helke Taeger is the administra-
tor at RIDN. Shebeganworkingin
the officein 1986, when her young-
er daughter Kitri Miller wasenrolled
at the school, and she has been at
the Day Nursery for 20 years. “At
first | stayed at the school because
it was so convenient for me—with
my children being at school there,
and then at the public school on
theldand. But | redly likethework,
| like the people | work with, and |
really like the kids,” says Taeger.
“1 have seen amazing changes in
the school over theyears; there are
fewer kids per classroom, thereisa
floater teacher who is activein all
of the classrooms, and the teach-
ersat the Day Nursery aretop cali-
ber. Inthe early years, Roosevelt
Island was a very exotic destina-
tion for most people (teachers), but
Saraworked incredibly hard to make
this a top-notch nursery school,
and she succeeded,” she adds.
Taeger'solder daughter, Piri Miller,
28, attended RIDN from 1981
through 1985. Sheis now attend-
ing Weld ey Collegeon afull schol-
arship, and will graduate next year
with a degree in Psychology and
Philosophy. Her sister Kitri, 23, will
graduate from SUNY /Stonybrook
in May with adouble major in Psy-
chology and Biology, and a minor
in English. She plans to go to
graduate school and get a PhD in
Physical Therapy.

Oneof thetruly unique qualities
of the school has always been its
internationalism. “We have had
students from so many countries
around the world,” says Seiden.
“Off the top of my head | can re-
member: Australia, New Zealand,
PapuaNew Guinea, Columbia, Hol-
land, Japan, China, Korea, Mo-
rocco, lsrael, Saudi Arabia, Iceland,
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bra-
zil, Somalia, Kazakhstan, Egypt,
Bangladesh, Yugoslavia, Serbia,
Pakistan, India, Cameroon, Mali,
Mongolia, Rwanda, Angola,
Djibouti, Bolivia, Namibia, Peru,
Korea, and Finland.”

Alex Gherardi was enrolled at
RIDN in 1988, two years after his
older brother Robert started, and
two years before his younger
brother Sebastian started. The Day
Nursery iswhereAlex first met his
best friend, Kel Kurobe, the sec-
ond of fivesiblingsfrom Japan who
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Proudly Counting Its Graduates in the Thousands
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Sara Selden and her successor, Diana Carr

also attended the school. In 1996,
the Kurobefamily moved fromtheir
apartment in Island House back to
Japan. Kei missed the States and
hisfriendAlex. In2001, Kei moved
back to Roosevelt Idandtolivewith
the Gherardi family so hecouldfin-
ish school. Alex, now 20, went on

to get a scholarship to the State
University at Stony Brook, where
heisnow ajunior. Kei, also 20, is
currently in San Francisco where
he attends acooking college. This
summer, Alex and Kei will travel to
Japantogether. It will beAlex'sfirst
trip to Japan.

In 1989, Jeanne Raichle, a
Roosevelt Island resident, had just
received her Master’s degree in
early childhood education when
she visited the Day Nursery. She
was very impressed with the
school’s staff, as were they with
her, and she began an eleven-year
gtint as a head teacher there. In
2000, shewent back to Bank Street
to get her Master’'sin special edu-
cation. She is now working as a
Special Education Itinerant Teacher
(SEIT) inNew York City. Raichle
has been in alot of pre-schoolsin
the City, and according to her,
RIDN isoneof thebest. “Thecur-
riculum isdevelopmentally appro-
priate, which is so important, and
not so common. And the teachers
know how to talk to the children.
They allow them to be who they
are, yet they appropriately chal-
lengethem.”

Dana Cotton (then Harary) grew
up on the Island, and in 1989 she

Dounya Dironi at 3 and at 20 as a
sophomore at Clark University.

began her career at RIDN asan as-
sistant teacher and a floater. She
taught at the Day Nursery for six
years, except for one year a an-
other school. She came back when
she readlized, as she puts it, “No
place could compare with the Day
Nursery.” She remained at the
school until 1995 when she gave
birth to her first daughter. Cotton
returned to RIDN in 2001 when she
started an Introduction to Pre-
School program. This program
continues to run at the Day Nurs-
ery. Cotton’stwo daughters, Alexis
(11) and Victoria (8) also attended
RIDN for Pre-School. Cottoniscur-
rently enrolled in a dual degree
graduate school program working
towards a Master’s degree in Sci-
ence Education from Bank Street
College and a Master’s in Social
Work from Hunter College School
of Social Work.

Barbara Packer said that she
moved to
Roosevelt
Island so her
children
could live in
a neighbor-
hood where
they could
walk to
school and
J developrela

tionships
with the other childrenin their com-
munity.
Rachel
Packer
started at the
Day Nursery
in 1981, and
her sister
Hillary
started in
1986. Ac-
cording to
Barbara, “The school provided a
warm and supportive environment
where the children could explore
their worlds. It gave them a great
head start.” Rachel, 28, isagradu-
ateof the University of Miami. She
islivingin San Francisco and works
for the Lymphoma/L eukemia Soci-

ety. Hillary, 23, graduated fromthe
University of Michigan, andisliv-
ing in New York and working for
the Civilian Complaint Review
Board.

“We are the people who stayed
on Roosevelt Island and decided
not to move largely because we
studied pre-schoolsand didn’t find
any with the same quality and the
same level of diversity as RIDN,”
says Julia Ferguson, who was ac-
tive in the school along with her
husband Jerome Dutilloy, while
their two daughters attended from
1998 through 2005. Sarah, now in
middle school at the United Na-
tions|nternational School (UNIS),
benefited greatly from her two years
at the Day Nursery, according to
her mother. “She loved the music
and movement classes with Sarah
Seiden and Debbie Orenstein, and
isdtill activeinmusictoday.” Laura,
in kindergarten at UNIS, “showed
a quantum leap in her develop-
ment,” according to Ferguson. “In
fact, she was helped in learning
French because of the open and
active awareness of home lan-
guages fostered in the school.”
Ferguson is grateful to the Day
Nursery because “it was an inter-
national pre-school that gave both
of our children a very solid foun-
dation in early language develop-
ment, social and emotional skills,
pre-reading, pre-writing and num-
ber sense. It also provided acom-
munity base of friends with whom
my children will be in touch
throughout their lives.”

Ellior Marcusstarted at RIDN in
1986. In 2002, her Day Nursery
class had a reunion. Her mother,
Nurit Marcus, had thisto say, “ The
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery,
with its gentle and soft approach
and teaching techniques, provided
asafe and enriching learning envi-
ronment in which the children
strengthened their ties. Asparents,
wewere happy to have such asolid
social and educational basefor our
children. No wonder that so many
of theseyoung adultsare still close
friendstoday!” Ellie, 23, after serv-
inginthelsragli army for twoyears,
iscurrently completing her degree
inPolitical Scienceat Tel Aviv Uni-
versity.

B uf i
Kommatas
has been a
teacher at
RIDN since
1990. Shebe
gan as a part
time floater
when  her
daughter Demie began her second
year at the school. In 1991, she

Daley, Elena FitzPatrick. Standing, left to right:

Nana Paturet (two left photos) at 3
and 15 (in the 10th grade at
Laguardia High School) and
Marius Paturet at 4 and 14
(Stuyvesant High, 9th grade).

started as an assistant teacher. “I
have so much fun working at the
Day Nursery,” says Kommatas.
“It's so great
to watch the
children
grow, and
see them all
grown up on
Main Street.”
Demie, 21, is
a junior at
Middleberry
College in
Vermont.
Sheismajor-
ing in international studies and
political science.

There is currently only one
teacher at the Day Nursery whois
new at the school. Jasie Britton re-
turned to head teaching this year
after doing professional develop-

Diana Folla at 3 and 14 (left
photos) and Leo Folla at 3 and 11.
She’s on her way to Laguardia
Performing Arts High; he’s in the
5th grade at Lower Lab School.

ment (i.e. teaching teachers) at Bank
Street Collegefor four years. “| love
the diversity of the Day Nursery,”
says Britton, “and | love the sense
of community between the staff and
thefamilies. It'sreally something.”
Britton's assistant teacher in
Room B is Sali Pitanga. Pitanga
started at RIDN in 2001 asasubsti-
tute, and then she taught the Intro-
ductionto Pre-School class. 1n2002
sheworked as afloater. Sheleft to
teach at a school in Manhattan for
acoupleof years, and wasvery dis-
appointed. “I thought all schools
were likethe Day Nursery. Oncel
left, | realized | waswrong. When|
heard the Day Nursery had an open
position for thisyear, | came right
over and begged to come back,”
she says with alaugh. According
to Pitanga, the diverse population
See Day Nursery, page 12
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A 2002 Reunion of former Day Nursery kIdS Most were born in 1983 and came into their first Day Nursery
class (top photo) already familiar with one another from their experience in the Terrific Two’s coop and the
toddler program. The Day Nursery provided a safe and enriching learning environment in which they
strengthened mutual ties. Front row, left to right: Christina Kirkman, Ellior Marcus, Sara Vehling, Elizabeth

llana Blumberg, Kitri Miller, Marc-Henri Jean-Baptiste, Hiro

Nishimori, Eytan Alon, David Cohen, Lauren Kanfi, Niel Herman, Peter Kaplan.
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Congratulations,
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery

from the

Slonevsky Family
Bobbie, Alex and Hara

Rivercrossy

congratulates all owr
Day Nursery graduates!

Day Nursery from page 11

at the Day Nursery and the teaching phi-
losophy can’t be matched anywhere. “1 am
so excited to be back here.”

Debra Orenstein started amovement pro-
gramat RIDN in 1995, the sameyear that her
son Seth Vacircawas enrolled at the school.
. . “The teachers were

| certified and dedi-
cated and they were
so  wonderful,”
Orenstein remem-
bers. “They weremy
colleaguesaswell as
my son’s teachers.
The care that went
onthere—heart, soul,
body and kishkas
was above and be-
yond the call of
duty.” Orenstein also
remembershow the school incorporated fami-
liesinto their curriculum, “I'll never forget
my Italian father-in-
law coming to the
school to make pizza
withthekids. My son
never forgot it ei-
ther.”

The current direc-
tor of RIDN isDiana
Carr. According to
Orenstein, “Dianais
incredible. | worked
as a SEIT at the
school morerecently.
Diand's energy level never wanes. | have
seen how the teachers have each child work
totheir ownfull potential. Every childison
task with what is developmentally appropri-
atetothem. | can’timagine abetter placeto
send your child.”

After eleven years as a teacher at RIDN,
Carr hastaken on the additional responsibil-
ity of director. Itisthefirst timeanyonehas
held both positions. Carr saysit isboth chal-
lenging and gratifying. “ Sara created avery
strong school with a very strong program.
There is afeeling at the school that every-
oneiscommitted to the school and commit-
ted to thefamilies. It'sawonderful feelingto

come to school where the things that are
valued arethethingsthat should bevalued,”
she says. “And the community is unique.
Thereare peoplefromall over theworld who
come together and are so open to the com-
munity experience.” Carr says that by the
timetheir children finish the program, people
really feel connected to the school. She says
it feelsreally different from any other school.
“Parents are constantly commenting on how
wonderful it is that their children make
friendswith children from so many different
cultures.”

Carr aso acknowledges the support that
has been given to the school, “We under-
stand that it’'s become more and more diffi-
cult for families to afford quality programs
for their young children, and it's heartening
to know that there are organi zations such as
RIOC and our other funding sourcesthat rec-
ognize that need and are willing to make a
commitment to the children.”

Since RIDN opened in 1976, there have
been approximately 2000 children enrolled
in the school. For 30 years, families have
joined together in this unique community
that the Day Nursery has provided. There
are such wonderful memories of all the
alumni, and such warm feelings toward the
school and the staff. Their hope is that the
Day Nursery will continue to bring a won-
derful educational experienceto familiesfor
many, yearsto come.

lleece Shaw at 3, and at 20 as a sophomore
at Laguardia Community College.
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Congratulations and a
Heartfelt Thank You to
The Day Nursery
And especially to
Sara Seiden

Your impact on this Island’s children —
and especially on my four boys —
IS Immeasurable
Jack Resnick, M.D.

It's been a privilege
to have been the director of the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
and to have worked with the
wonderful families of Roosevelt
Island for 26 years.

Sara Seiden

Congratulations to the
Foosevele likand Lag Nursery
on s 306h Aomiersarg!
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Congratulations to the
Roosevelt lsland Da Y Nursery
on Lts 20th Awwi\/ersargl

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
and Staff
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Congratulations,
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery!

Joan Pape and Dagan Uhle

Congratulations ta the
ZRoasevelt Toland Day Tansery
0w o SOth Auniivensany!

Lawnence Ttsbonctett, DDS

Congratulations to- the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery

ow ity 30th Anwniversary!

Past Boowrd Membery
Mary Cestore
Virginiaw Chambers
Jéréme Dutilloy
Marie-Pierre Falyy
Juliov Fergusow
Kristenw GoldMansouwr

we congratulate the
Roosevelt tsland Da Y Nursery

on Lts 3oth Awwiversarg!
The Parent Board of Dlrectors:

Joe Bell Lywnn Marfey
Maria Elisaia Deena Merlen
Marcia Ellis Denise Ralmi
lris Bwing Annelles Traas Scieluna
chehrazad Mamri Kaplan.  Lucie umulisa
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Housing from page 1

contribution to the GDP propor-
tions, a sale to Sheldrake should
be disallowed.

State Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, who represents Roosevelt
Island and has been a determined
advocate for residents and their
affordable housing here, signed on
to that argument. Other politicians
backed the position, aswell.

A Grannis aide, Tony Morenzi,
says, “When you go back to the
GDP, there’sno more room [in the
equation] for market-rate units.”
That's because over 800 units in
Manhattan Park rent at market
rates. The GDPallowancefor mar-
ket-rate units—25% —would allow
for just over 800. What's more,
Eastwood has now left the
Mitchell-Lama program and the
landlord intends to rent vacated
unitsto newcomersat market rates.
In short, the GDP's allowance for
25% of Northtown unitsto be mar-
ket-rate units has been used up.

“Wewant al that information on
the table so everybody knows
what they’ re dealing with — so ev-
erybody knows what they’re do-
ing,” Morenzi told The WIRE on
Wednesday. “That’s the unknown
factor: What happens after you
comeout of Mitchell-Lama, interms
of the GDP? We have no answers
fromRIOC or fromDHCR.”

Tenant leaders speculate that
Grannishasdugin hisheelsonthe
issue and put the State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) on notice. Itshead, Judith
Calogero, chairsthe RIOC Board of
Directors. Asked whether Grannis
has pressured Calogero to stall its
own or RIOC's negotiations with
tenants, Morenzi says, “We have
no control over her.” Even so, ten-
ant leaders are convinced that the
Westview letter and Grannis's
stance have become a giant
shadow over tenant negotiations
with RIOC on an extension of the
ground leases in atenant purchase
of the buildings.

The attorney for Island House,
Stuart Saft, says he can’'t under-
stand the worries about the GDP.
“If Idand House' sdeal with Lucido
goes through, every single tenant
will have the opportunity to buy
their apartments or remain as a
rental tenant, paying what they’re
paying now. The deal doesn't
change the demographics or per-
centages in any way whatsoever.
This has nothing to do with the
GDP. We structured the deal so
that every solitary tenant could re-
mainin place.”

Asked about the potential for the
allowed percentage of market-rate
apartmentsto be exceeded by likely
market-rate sale of apartments, Saft
said, “In order to fund the cost of
carrying the apartments of theten-
ants who aren’t going to buy and
want to remain at their current rent,
we need to sell 25 vacant apart-
ments at market, which is money
that will then be used to fund the
shortfall onthose other apartments.
We are talking about only six per-
cent of the apartments. That
doesn’t significantly change the
Northtown percentages.”

Saft says the position Morenzi
outlined “says that we're not go-
ing to let this plan, which allows
some 375 tenants to become own-
ers, go through. Come June 30,
these 375 will no longer be pro-
tected by the Mitchell-Lama law,
and | want to know what any pub-
lic official will [then] do to protect
these tenants. | know what I'm
doing — I’m attempting to make it
possiblefor them to buy their homes
at areasonable price or be able to
continueto rent. But the alternative
is that every one of these tenants
will haveto movecomeduly 1.”

Saft continues, “Let’'s come up
with a solution to this problem.

Ignoring it is not the solution. It's
not going to go away. They’re bet-
ting on a court determination and
there’s no certainty that they’'re
right. If Tony Morenzi iswrongin
his interpretation of the GDP, 375
tenants are out on the street. Their
blood is on his hands.”

There's also the problem of de-
cay. The buildings are now agen-
erationold—leaky in placesandin
general need of repair, updating,
and some aggressive upkeep. That
work, goesthe tenant argument, is
not possible under the restrictive
provisions governing Mitchell-
Lamabuildings, but would become
possible with income from fees
charged against apartments being
sold at market prices. Some see
“privatization” (theterm applied to
removal from Mitchell-Lama be-
cause building mortgages are then
privately held rather than State-
backed) as a “save the building”
necessity.

In the past, the GDP has been
amended by agreements signed by
the RIOC president and the City’s
mayor. That could happen again—
the 25% limit on market-rate hous-
ing in Northtown could presum-
ably be increased or swept away
with the strokes of two pens. But
Morenzi speculates that Mayor
Mike Bloomberg, who has been
working to increasethe City’s stock
of affordable housing recently,
would be loathe to agree to such a
change. Others suggest that Gov-
ernor George Pataki, who is be-
lieved to favor privatization, might
be able to persuade the mayor that
he should go along with moderate-
income tenants wanting to claim
their piece of the American home-
ownership dream.

Time may be a factor. While
Pataki might back any RIOC move
to loosen up the 25% market-rate
clamp, there’ sno guaranteethe next
governor will do so.

But would anyone take action if
market-rate rentals or purchases
drove Northtown's percentage of
market-rate units over 25%7? How
would the GDP provisions be en-
forced? Since the GDP is a con-
tract between the City and the State,
only the City would have contrac-
tual standing to sue. Would the
City sueif thenumber reached 26%7?
Or 27%7? Or wait until it reached
30%? Would it seek arestraining
order to prevent market-rate rent-
als of vacated apartments in
Eastwood? For the owner of
Eastwood, where government
funds supplement tenant pay-
mentsfor some 80% of the units, it
wouldn’t matter agreat deal .

For Island House and Westview
tenants attempting to privatize,
however, thelimitsinthe GDP- and
even adlight potential for legal ac-
tion against market-rate sales and
rentals — could hobble attempts to
get the mortgages necessary to buy
either building.

In short, it appears a change in
the GDP could be necessary to re-
movelegal cloudsover any signifi-
cant number of market-rate salesor
rentals at Island House and
Westview — and therefore neces-
sary to set the financial table for
tenant ownership.

RIOC

The Roosevelt |sland Operating
Corporation, initsroleasdevel oper
and manager of the State’s project
here, isalso afactor likely to delay
privatization efforts past Island
House'send-of-April deadline.

There’'sRIOC’s queasiness over
setting upon a course that could
open the door to litigation, but
that's not all. When negotiating
real-estate deal swith developersor
potential purchasers, RIOC asks
those developers to pay RIOC's
legal costs. In aletter to Charles
Lucido, RIOC hasbilled hisowner
groups for over $32,000 in legal

costs the Sheldrake Organization
had agreed to pay. RIOC hasaso
asked for an additional $50,000
against which futurelegal costswill
becharged. TheLucido-IHTA let-
ter of intent passes such costs on
to the tenant group. With its own
legal feesto pay, and no resources
to draw on except tenant contribu-
tions, Island House isn’t able to
rai se the $50,000 to support RIOC
legal work, leaving aside the ques-
tion of the short time availableand
the “blank check” nature of the
demand. (Rivercrosshasalso been
asked for such funding before
RIOC will discuss privatization.)

Saft, the attorney for Island
House tenants, told The WIRE on
Wednesday, “I’'m rather shocked
that something that certainly isin
the best interests of the Island and
the residents in Island House is
being held up by the inability of
the tenantsto pay almost $100,000
before RIOC will even speak toits
constituents.”

Tenants point out that RIOC has
several lawyers on staff, and that
RIOC staff isultimately paid by |s-
land residents. They suggest that
RIOC should not be asking tenants
to fund work RIOC isin business
todo. OnMonday, resident RIOC
Board member David Kraut agreed
to suggest to the RIOC administra-
tion that the fees be collectable on
the back end of the deal — after
mortgage money and other fund-
ing for the deal isin place.

Whether RIOC will ultimately
accept a deal excusing the owner
(and through the owner, the ten-
ants) from an immediate advance
payment for legal fees remains an
open question as this issue of The
WIRE goestopress. Sofar, RIOC's
negotiators have shown a reluc-
tance to alow the tenants' attor-
ney to attend discussions without
having itsown legal representation
at the table, and won't send its at-
torney to the table without an ad-
vance payment. RIOC therefore
makesthe controlling decisionson
whether meaningful RIOC-tenant
negotiations will happen, and no
deal islikely to get written without
the lawyers at the table.

Kraut expressed concern about
the timing. “The Island House
[leadership group] and the owner
agreed to an extremely accelerated
schedule, as these things go,”
Kraut told TheWIRE. “It called for
a major, complicated, multi-year,
multi-million dollar ground leaseto
be negotiated within 90 days,
among at least three and as many
as seven major stakeholders, all
fielding afull battery of lawyers. |
thought the agreement was an un-
realistic proposition when | heard
of it, and said so publicly. Be that
asit may, RIOCiscommitted to the
protection of residents during the
conversion process, and so | shall
do everything | can to accomplish
theApril 30 deadline.”

Meanwhile, judging by the re-
ports of resident leaders who have
tried to move things forward,
there's at least some measure of
disarray at RIOC. Leaders of the
Island House Tenants Association
(IHTA) said that, at onepoint, RIOC
President Herb Berman referred
IHTA to real -estate consultant Paul
Mas. (Aspart of aoverall real-es-
tate advisory and sales deal, Mas
hasagreed to advise RIOC on deals
for theresidential buildings.) Apart
fromdifficultiesin simply getting a
return phonecall from Mas, theten-
ant leaders say that at least one
RIOC lawyer hastold them that Mas
is“too far ahead of the Board” on
real-estate discussions and that it
might be unwiseto rely on hisrep-
resentations in meetings.

Frustration

Tenant leaders like Dorothy
Davis, who heads IHTA, have
found the delaysfrustrating — even

threatening, given the short time
remaining before adeal isto bein
place.

It's not certain that Lucido, rep-
resenting Island House owners,
will grant an extension of the LOI
past its April 30 expiration. That
meansthat every lost day in which
negotiations don’t occur, or the
project doesn’t moveforward, pro-
ducesincreased worry that the deal
will die. Lucido says he has poten-
tial outside buyersinterested inthe
properties. The fear isthat with a
coming June 30 expiration of aone-
year waiting period (triggered ayear
ago by noticeto DHCR that Island
House would be removed from
Mitchell-Lama), Lucidowill priva-
tize and sell to one of them. If that
happens, a new owner would be
free of DHCR supervisionand free,
presumably, to raiserentsand take a
chance that the GDP will be atered
or that other action or inaction will
allow theincreased charges.

Tenants have hoped that
wouldn’t happen, of course. One
possible barrier has been the expi-
ration of the ground leasesin 2028.
The question goes, Why would a
buyer take on a building whose
ground might become unavailable
in 22 years, when financing would
have to run for 30 years or more?
There are two possible answers,
saysLeeEdelman of IHTA. Oneis
that a buyer may have adequate
resources to do the deal without a
mortgage, and be willing to take a
chance on getting a ground-lease
extension. Another isthat if anew
owner doubled rents, he could
make an adequate return on thein-
vestment even if the land became
unavailablein 2028. That meansa
new owner could take on the build-
ingswithout any guarantee regard-
ing extension of the ground lease.
Edelman speculates that once a
new owner had possession, some-
time between now and |ease expi-
ration, alease extension would be
worked out. Onthat basis, he says,
awell-backed buyer could takethe
chance: Buy the corporation that
owns the buildings, increase rents
to insure a good return regardless
of the 2028 expiration of thelease,
leave ground-lease negotiation for
later, and then consider an extended
ground lease a bonus when and if
it is negotiated with some future
RIOC administration.

Island House leadership is so
frustrated at the lack of progress,
and so fedling thethreat of the April
30 deadline in the LOI, that the
IHTA chair, Dorothy Davis, wrote
angrily to DHCR Commissioner
Judith Calogero last week. She
guoted aJanuary 28 WIRE editorial
which encouraged progress on the
deal, saying. “It can be done,” The
WIRE opined, suggesting that
“there’sreason to believe RIOC will
doallitcan.”

“Apparently not,” says Davis's
letter. “After meeting with Herb
Berman [and Mas] on February 22
and being told by both of them that
RIOC is very much interested in
working something out... and then
meeting with Mas on February 24,
wehaven't moved ahair’ swidth for-
ward toward consummating this
ded!” Theletter goesontonote, in
capital letters, “theclock isticking.”

“We can't even bring our attor-
ney tothetable,” Davis'sletter con-
tinues. “RIOC won't allow [that]
because they are tying us up with
a financial issue that has nothing
to do with us’ — that issue being
the requirement that the building
owners pay RIOC's legal costs.
“Thismeansthat RIOC expectsthe
IHTA to pay $50,000 in order for
our attorneys to come to the table
to even start talking... Yet we are
the ones who are supporting the
salaries of all government officials
and entities involved!”

Davis's letter to Calogero, cop-

ies of which went to a battery of
public officials and to The WIRE,
goes on to criticize Assembly-
member Grannis. “We have not
heard a word of outrage from our
State government representatives.”
It says Grannis skipped a sched-
uled meeting and delegated
Morenzi, to meet with IHTA offic-
ers, and, “All Tony Morenzi could
talk about was the GDP and how
there is no precedent.” It contin-
ues, “He knows RIOC is stalling
us.”

To Calogero, Davis wrote, “We
have even tried to set up an ap-
pointment to meet with you, aswell.
We were told you couldn’t do so
during the month of April —know-
ing full well that our deadline is
April 30. How preposterous!”

Davis's letter raises the spectre
of the June 30 privatization date.
That istied to the April 30 expira-
tion of the LOI because there are
additional steps necessary after
RIOC gives the OK to a ground-
lease extension: A tax deal withthe
Empire State Devel opment Corpo-
ration (ESDC), amortgage, and then
amonth of resident discussion and
education before a vote.

$81,000,000

Westview’s situation parallels
that of Island House, though it is
running behind its neighbor build-
ing. ItsTask Force hasno letter of
intent with Lucido, and no agreed-
upon price. At Westview, thereisa
concern that the price IHTA has
agreed to, $81 million, could influ-
ence the price Westview tenants
will have to pay for that property,
when Sheldrakeinitially wasto pay
just $93.5 millionfor both buildings.

The$81 millionfigurein IHTA's
LOI with Lucido isnot necessarily
final. At $200/squarefoot, substan-
tially abovethe $121 Sheldrakewas
to pay Lucido's investors. Noth-
ingintheletter isnecessarily bind-
ing, because it's just an agreed-
upon framework for aprocess|ead-
ingtoadeal. But it does stand out
when held against atotal purchase
price for both buildings of $93.5
million (later, with amendments,
$98.5million).

Geof Kerr, the IHTA's numbers
man, told The WIRE, “We've had
hints from RIOC that we might be
paying too much.” Indeed, there
are someindications that RIOC is
reluctant to push the deal along
because of the price.

But there may bereasonsfor the
$32million difference having to do
with an existing mortgage and other
factors. Lucidotold The WIRE that
the market had changed upwards
and that the price to Sheldrake re-
flected seller expectations that
Sheldrake could put afinal deal to-
gether rather quickly, whereas a
gresater span of timewill berequired
in asale to tenants, which aso in-
volves greater risk of failure. At-
torney Saft points out that the $81
million price is much lower than
what Sheldrake was asking tenants

to pay.
April 30 Tar get

As for Island House's April 30
deadline, Lucido told The WIRE
this week that he's “prepared to
work with thetenantsin every rea-
sonable way to accomplish what
we mutually want to accomplish.”
But he points out, “ There are par-
ties out there interested in buying
the property. We are most inter-
ested in seeing thetenantsdo well,
but if any of the major stumbling
blocks don't get resolved... I'm
concerned that if it istoo difficult
for the tenants to get it done, we
may be back in the posture of look-
ing at one of the many [potential
buyers] we've been contacted by
about the property.”

Ruefully, he adds, “We're aso
saddled with litigation. Unless it
goes away, we are prevented from
doing anything with anyone.”
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GRAND

WINE AND LIQUOR

30-05 31st St. (30th Avenue), Astoria

718-728-2520

Fax 718-956-0294
Free Delivery Friday & Saturday

“Ethnic bottles not seen elsewhere,” including labels from Greece, the Czech
Republic, Georgia, and Poland, are part of the “excellent,” “diverse” selection
at this “big” wine store in Astoria, conveniently located next to the Grand
Street stop on the N subway line; imbibers also raise a toast to the “nicest
staff,” “great specials,” and all-around “low prices.” -Zagat

Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to midnight
Sunday, 12 noon to 6:00 p.m.

tfiecli tiiclo

BAR AND RESTAURANT

Featuring Northern Italian and Southern French
Innovative cuisine... artfully presented

FREE Unique Spot for Gourmet Dining
i Meli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare. Spectacular
FR' DAY N lTE 2 LIT.El' SDDA array of fresh seafood and pasta dishes.
S P E c IA L_ wll"z F"| E DRDEH We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.

Featuring tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a

LARGE PIE and traditional French style mixed with Northern Italian.
% 6 Buffalo Wings 28‘1 9 36”1 A"‘u"E. Dessert is not to be missed.

ar B Mozzarella Sticks LDHQ |5|and Clt}'[ www.MeliMeloRestaurant.com

or 6 Garlic Knot 212 686-5551 Fax: 212-683-3729
pits 2 Li?errlcﬁﬂgis FREE DELIVERY 110 Madison Avenue (29-30 Streets)
? '1 8-784—46“? From the Tram, take the M32 on 60th Street (down 5th Avenue to 30th)

K UNDAL I NI being formed right NOW on Roosevelt IsSand —

morning, noon & evenings—all levels. ALL

AGESWELCOMED. Youdon't haveto befit to

start. You becomefit asyou practice. Kundalini

YogaisCARDIO-VASCULAR anditisFUN. It

increases oxygen capacity, boosts blood flow, M't-

balances the glandular system and strengthens

Y OG A the nerves. The effect is a heightened
awareness and vitality.
CL ASSE For moreinformation or toregister -
call 212-207-8780 or e-mail gitanjalioct1@msn.com

We will feed and lovingly care for * Pick-up & Drop-off

your cat while you are away. * Same-Day Service ATR= E
We will make sure your pet is safe * Dry Cleaner 2 E_E CIALS
and happy in his or her own home. $.80 per pound

FREE DELIVERY

Will also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at

212.751.8214. 23-04 36th Av., LIC « 718-937-8796

Mon.-Sat. 7am-10pm, Sun. 7am-6pm

— .




16 » The Main Street WIRE, Sat.

,Apr. 8, 2006

Letters . o -

| welcome Baskin Robbins/
Dunkin’ Donuts! The gallery can
moveto aspacethat hasbeen empty
for years, since its primary use is
meetings and to display art. Theart
is great — love walking by — but the
Gallery closes early, as does every-
thing ontheldand except Gristede's.
For those of us who get home after
8:00 p.m., the Gallery is just space
wasted. Move the gallery to one of
the other buildings.

Also: | cannot believe how bad
thelsland merchantsare at market-
ing their services to visitors. On
any given weekend morning, we
have hundreds of tourists to the
Island that only come to ride the
Tram, seetheview and maybetake
a stroll around. Wouldn't it be
smart if Trellis put a sign at the
Tram, “Come have brunch and see
the Island,” or when the sports
teams cometo thelsland, that there
was some place they could eat and
have adrink before they leave?

One of the problems with this
Island that | love is that residents
who have been here for so long
have neglected to see the world
changearound them. They haven't
lived anywhere el se; so why would
they want things to be better?
Newer, hip, more convenient, more
services, any change! The other
problem is those who have moved
tothelsland thisdecade: Most are
U.N., so they don’'t really get in-
volved; or reside in the two hospi-
tal-worker buildingsand never voice
an opinion because they know they
are not staying long, either.

Instead of some waste-of-time
campaign against coffee and ice
cream, how about acampaign to get
rid of RIOC and the company that
isdeciding who getsleasesfor com-
mercia property? Maybe if | paid
half the rent that | do, and was able
to park wherever ontheldandthat |
wanted, or at least park on the
[Motorgate] roof for less money, or
if anyone ever gave me a straight
answer about how tojointhe Garden
Club, then |, too, would redly care
about a gallery that ten people use.

Also, this fear of losing the in-
come diversity on the Island isri-
diculous. Look around —most resi-
dents have been living in their
apartments and co-ops for years
and those rents were set many,
many years ago and never reeval u-
ated based on growth of income or
children moving out. So you tell
me how it is possible that a rent-
subsided tenant can buy a building,
or theownersof the co-op drivevery
expensive cars. Wehavealot of ex-
pensive carsin the garage and, trust
me, they arenct al residentsof Man-
hattan Park or Southtown buildings.
So the economic diversity is going
away, but the ethnic and cultural di-
versity is here to stay.

KarenL.Martinez

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:
| do not think that aDunkin’ Do-
nuts/Baskin Robbins ice cream
store is appropriate. As a physi-
cian and professor of medicine see-
ing at first hand the huge increase
inobesity and diabetesin our popu-
lation, particulary in our teenagers,
why a government agency would
increase the exposure of the young
to such peril isbeyond me. To add
junk-food shops to the Island
shows crass indifference to the
documented health perils and it
places a need for rental income
above peoples’ need for good
health habits. You haveit in your
power to do good as opposed to
the expedient. Why burden the
young with the ultimate conse-
guences of a decision that should
weigh heavily on your conscience?
| believe you know better.
Alvinl.Goodman,MD

Editor’s note: Two letters e-mailed by the following writer were recently
caught in The WIRE’s spam filter. While we don’t normally publish two
letters from one sender in an issue, both are published here because
each was delayed. As a general rule, The WIRE publishes all resident
letters received, unless the senders are unknown (see Letters Policy),
they are libelous, contain an inappropriate personal attack, or otherwise
fail to meet reasonable standards. When received by e-mail, letters are
acknowledged. If you send a letter and receive no acknowledgment,
please call the newspaper: 212-826-9055.

TotheEditor:

| want to bring to your attention my thoughts regarding the recent
Rivercross lottery process. At this point, this whole thing looks to me
(and possibly to otherstoo) like abig scam, just intended to make some-
body rich.

Let meexplain: Inan articlein The WMIRE last fall, we found out that
about 1,800 applicationswere sent out to thoseinterested to apply. If we
assume that only 1,000 applications were returned accompanied by the
$150 money order, simple math tells usthat this process rai sed $150,000.
Now, weall know that the | ottery was organi zed for about 400 new places
on the waiting list, which means that those who did not win supposedly
got their money back.

However, to my amazement, all the persons | know who applied to the
lottery, did win this, which is against all mathematical and probabilistic
laws. Don't you think thisisstrange, to say theleast? Not to mention the
way resultswere announced (I did call the office several times, being told
that the results will be sent out before Thanksgiving, then after Thanks-
giving, then around Christmas, etc.)

Now, figurethis: All the winnersdid receive letterstelling them they
won, with two numbers on them, which made it kind of impossible to
determine your place onthewaiting list. | did call the Rivercross office
and | spokewith Mr. Mitchell Hammer, who explained to methat the two
numbers on my letter (and on everybody’s letters) do not mean any-
thing, because the company who organized this lottery “screwed up”
and, in reality, the order on the waiting list, is a third number, totally
different, but unknown to thewinner. Then | wrote (certified mail return
receipt) to the Rivercross Office, requesting aletter with my correct num-
ber onthewaiting list at the present time. A few dayslater, Mr. Hammer
called me and advised that he cannot send me a written piece of paper
with my number on thelist, as | requested him to do, and as| believe |
should be entitled to, considering that | did pay $150 for this. Hedid tell
me over the phone my current number on the list, which sure enough is
totally different from thetwo numberson theletter | received when | was
told that | won the lottery.

So what isthis all about? Why thistotal lack of transparency? Why
did all applicantswinthelottery (thisishow itlooks)? Who cashedinall
the money from the applicants? What is going to happen with the win-
ners, when the building will go out of the Mitchell-Lamaprogram, which
seems to be about to happen very soon?

Mircea Nicolescu

Mitchell Hammer, Rivercross General Manager, responds:

Whereas everyone this gentleman knows may have been selected in
the lottery, there were many who were not. A total of 575 applications
were received and 365 were selected and placed on the waiting lists.

The $150 fee, which was approved by DHCR, went to pay for the
services of Election Services Corporation, the company that ran the lot-
tery, and to pay for the newspaper ads. If the building ever privatizes, the
Board at that time will have to decide if they want to refund these fees.
My guess is that they will.

Theletters contained fill-in-the-blank linesfor two numbers. Onewas
simply an identification number which would aid the person and usin
finding them on the automated list, and one was the position in the
lottery. When they filled out the letters, they switched the numbers. As
aresult, I got numerous calls asking “how could my position on the list
bel1,2427

In addition, some of our wait-lists still have people on them from previ-
ouslotteries. Example: Although the letter may have said you were the
fourth person selected in the 2005 lottery, you may actually bein tenth
position on thelist for that apartment size because we still have six older
names ahead of you. Thisled to some confusion.

Asper DHCR, thelist and itscontentsare not available. All wecando
istell someone on thelist their position.

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:

| am depressed. Once again RIOC has not missed an opportunity to
swallow itswing-tipsand further alienate thiscommunity. I’vejust come
fromthe March 30 “ special” or “emergency” RIOC Board meeting con-
vened in part to address the proposed Baskin-Robbing/Dunkin’ Donuts
use of the space currently occupied by the RIVAA art gallery. Hundreds
of irate, sign-carrying residents attended to protest the eviction of this
facility built with the sweat-equity of the artists collective that founded
it, only to learn that the question was tabled for another time. What a
brouhahal What a waste of stomach linings!

We learned of this turn of events only three days before when the
meeting agenda (that included a Board vote on the |ease) was posted, so
the RIVAA leadership wastruly blind-sided. Welearned that RIVAA Presi-
dent Tad Sudol was “unavailable” to meet with sales rep Paul Mas, a
semantic choice of wordsthat soundsasif Tad declined that meeting. Of
course, nothing could be further from the truth; he was simply out of
town on business.

RIOC pays for (I should say, Roosevelt Island residents pay for) the
services of a public relations consultant, Robert Liff, who might have
suggested an alternative to this precipitate agenda item, had he been
consulted. Of course, only common sense, not a PR guru, was needed to
see that delaying the vote, perhaps to the April 6 RIOC Board of Direc-
tors meeting already scheduled, might have allowed timefor Mr. Masto
meet with the RIVAA leadership and perhaps produce some consensus
with that group. But no, RIOC again demonstrated itstone-deaf capacity
to further widen the rift when a touch of (un)common courtesy could
have saved the day.

Herb, you' ve said that your job doesn’t have a PR component, but |
think you'rewrong. The Roosevelt Island Chamber of Commerce sur-
veyed the community some years ago as to the perceived needs for
goods and services on our commercia strip. Why don’t you and Mr.
Mas consult that survey? Wouldn't it be putting the horse before the
cart to find out first what Islanders need and try to fulfill those needs
rather than opening the bidding to any and all comers? RIOC and this
community will certainly not always agree but when it’'s possible, easy,
and in everyone's best intereststo communicatein atimely and meaning-
ful way, why not do so? Until that day, tempestsin ateapot like today’s
meeting will continue unnecessarily and | will remain depressed.

Matthew K atz

TotheEditor:

| write asamember of RIVAA, hoping that our gallery may continueto
occupy the space that it has now. Much love and work has gone into
making thisafirst-classart gallery, with agrowing list of admirersfromall
over the City aswell as Roosevelt Island, along with being a space that
has hosted many community events of interest to all residents.

The question remains, how to make Roosevelt Island a destination?
TheRIVAA Gallery isalready adestination for somevisitors. Thereare
some other aspects of Roosevelt Island and some recent and not-so-
recent events that have changed the impressions that the Island givesto
visitorsand residents alike. With the demise of thelovely open field that
was previoudly in front of the old Nurses' Residence, and whichis now
covered over with the Southtown development, avisitor’sfirst impres-
sion isno longer, “Wow! Open areas and trees! Kids playing soccer!”
but instead is pretty much just “more buildings.” That’s OK, of course,
but the open-spaces-and-isn’t-this-place-great-for-the-kids atmosphere
has gradually declined and ancther, different personality istaking shape,
with both advantages and disadvantages.

Additionally, with the disappearance of the little bakery, the pizzeria,
and the sports bar, and, oh yes, the marveous and top-notch Friday and
Saturday night outdoor music at Trellis, the community now has become
totally just abedroom community. Nice placeto maybe... bicycle. Again,
that’s OK, of course, but it has made this place not even alittle competi-
tion for an East Village or other Manhattan neighborhood treat for the
eyes, ears, and all senses. Will Dunkin’ Donuts change that? | doubt it.
(And, in major disagreement with many folks| know, that proposed ugly
piece-of-cement Roosevelt monument that has been promoted for
Southpoint will never bring people herein droves.)

Roosevelt Island residents often have their fantasies about this place,
but sadly, in my humble and sometimes misplaced opinion, Dark Water
got it kindapartialy right.

RebeccaMusgrave

ToRIOC President Herb Berman:

| want to bring to your attention
an incident which took place at
Sportspark Swim Center, Saturday,
March 11, around 2:00 p.m., which
involved what | assume are two
RIOC employees.

Essentially | went there with my
ten-year-old son and afew friends
(al Idand residents) and their chil-
dren — Mrs. Ana Papp and daugh-
ter (8), Mr. Radu Bass and sons (7
and 9), and Mr. Foued Aouchette
and son (9) —to enjoy an afternoon
at thepool. Our day wascompletely
ruined by those two individualsin
charge of the pool at the time.

Herearethefacts:

At the pool’s door, we had to
purchase tickets. | did purchase
one for my son and me (I intended
to swim), and my friendswanted to
purchase tickets for their children
only, because none of them (my
friends) intended to swim. Thelady
with the tickets indicated that it is
mandatory that everybody pur-
chase a ticket regardless if he/she
uses the pool or not.

In other words, my friends were
not allowed inside the pool, to sit
on the benches there and watch
their children swim unless they
bought tickets. The lady invoked
theregulations, which were clearly
printed there, and which did not
specify that non-swimmers had to
purchasetickets. Sheindicated that
those were the directions she re-
ceived from her management, and
later indicated that it isimpossible
to monitor who is going to use the
pool or not, therefore, everybody
must pay. Needlessto say, the pool
was empty at that time.

Theregulations displayed at the
entrance clearly specify that “All
infants (3 and under) must have
one-on-one supervision with apay-
ing adult” while“all children (4-17)
must be accompanied by an adult,
with no morethan 4 children per 1
adult” — no mention whatsoever
about paying for somebody who
does not use the pool. It isimpor-
tant to mention that another friend
(Mr. Vladimir Moraru) was already
swimming, and he previously of-

fered his help in supervising the
children, therefore the four-chil-
dren-one-adult rule was met; we
weretwo paying swimming adults,
and 5 paying children).

After useless arguments, Mr.
Bass decided to pay, the other two
persons did not, and all of us pay-
ing adultsand children went inside.

It is important to mention than
none of us received aticket / re-
ceipt for the money paid, and | as-
sume that is illegal. It is
everybody’s guess how much of
the money charged that day (or any
other day) goesto RIOC, or in the
pocketsof theindividualsin charge
of the pool, or in anybody’s pock-
ets, since thereis no control of the
money received from swimmers.

Another big surprise inside the
pool: Thelifeguard waslimping due
to asurgical procedure on hisleg,
thus making it impossible for him
to save somebody’slifeif an acci-
dent occurred. Thisis not accept-
able; it'sillegal to have acrippled
lifeguard on duty.

A few minutes|ater into our swim-
ming session, thelifeguard became

violent, started screaming at us,
and decided that we had to leave
the pool. After telling us, “You
don’t tell me how to run my pool,”
heannounced, “1 quit,” wentinside
the office, leaving the pool unat-
tended, got dressed, and then went
outsideto the hallway while swim-
mers were still in the pool, unat-
tended. At thispoint, thelady came
inside, telling us, “1 have no life-
guard, | close the pool, you have
to leave.”

There was another man with a
child and alady with her daughter
swimming in the pool at the time.
Weadll had to leave, after just seven
minutes in the water. Some of us
got our money back, some did not.

We all demand an explanation
about how a situation like this is
possible, that RIOC review its
regulations and the staff’s rude
attitude and disrespectful behav-
ior towards customers. Isthisthe
way RIOC wants to treat Island
residents?

MirceaNicolescu, Radu Bass,
AnaPapp, Vladimir Moraru,
Foued Aouchette
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DAYSPRING CHURCH NEW YORK

(Roosevelt Island)

Jews F&R Jesus

ChRiST iN The PASSOVER

Passover is one of the most significant of all the
Jewish holidays, and it was celebrated by the most
significant Jew of all time—Jesus. Come see and
hear Jews for Jesus unfold the story of redemption
from the Exodus to
Cavary in Christ in the Passover.

Reverend Olu Obed and
TheDayspring Church Family InviteYou
To ThisPassover Event

Admission Free
Anoffering for the evangelistic work of Jewsfor Jesuswill bereceived. Pleasecall ahead for any schedule changes.
Jewsfor Jesus, 60 Haight Street, San Francisco, CA 94102-5895

JEWS FE:ETI‘ J 5”5 presents:
Passover Seder

with
Gregory Furman
Sunday, April 16
a 10:.00 am.
Dayspring Church
851 Man Street
Roosevelt Idand, New York

646-391-5112

30th
Anniversary

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery!

from

the Kommatas family
the Ursini family
and the Ellis family

Congratulations...

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

on 30 years of service to the Island!

Thank you for giving
our children
a wonderful start!

May you have
continued success!

The Orenstein/Vacirca Family
The Battles Family

The Philips Family

The Duffy Family

The Russem Family

The Imbrogno Family

The Cupolo Family

The Krajzman/Johns Family
The Atkins Family
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Tax Preparation
On Roosevelt Island

Have your taxes prepared by Certified Public Accountants
and Certified Financial Planners

Great Service & Reasonable Price...
Why leave Roosevelt Island?

Tax Reduction Strategies Electronic Filing
Refund Anticipation Loans Multi State

OFFICE HOURS:
MON — FRI 10 AM to 7:00 PM / SAT 11 AM to 3 PM

We also provide expert assistance in the following areas:

Certified Financial Planning College plans, retirement plans,
estate plans

Investments & Advice - Investments provided through Genworth
Securities, Member NASD, SIPC - Stocks, Bonds, Brokerage
accounts, IRA’s, Annuities

Mortgage Financing — Registered Mortgage Broker NYS Banking
Department

Condo loans, co-op loans, 1 to 4 family loans, commercial loans,
mixed-use loans, reverse mortgages. Loans arranged thru our
network of more than 40 Mortgage Lenders including banks,
savings and loan associations and mortgage banks

Insurance — Life insurance, long term care, apartment insurance
& auto

Real Estate — Purchase, Sales & Rentals on and off Roosevelt
Island

Accountable Financial
Management Corporation

599 Main Street Roosevelt Island

212-644-8231

www.accountfin.com

Congratulations
to-the

Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
ow ity 30thvAnniversaury!

Vicki Garovuso,
Jum, Vivi and Peri Pignettt

Diana, Sara and Staff,
Happy 30th Anniversary!
The Follas

“Jay Gallagher steps back from a stellar career as a newspaper man to
reflect on the future of the state he loves. With the facts and with brutal
honesty, he explains how government has not only failed to stem the
decline, but has actually made problemsworse. Hisbook should be
requiredreading ... -

Eliot Spitzer, New York Attorney General

WHY ALBANY DOESN'T WORK AND HOW
TOFIXIT.
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Poalitics Of Decline
By Jay Gallagher, Gannett Newspapers Albany Bureau Chief
Whitston Publishing Company

Availability extended to Wednesday only
at WeAre One Boutique.
599 Main Sreet

Also at Amazon.com and leading booksellers

Classified

50¢/word « 212-751-8214

Deadline for Apr. 22 issue: Tuesday, Apr. 18
Deadline for May 6 issue: Tuesday, May 2

RIVERWALK PLACE - 1 BR, $2,195, no fee, immediate occupancy.
917-838-2946.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER, Handyman, and Painter. Island resident who
doesitall! Fullyinsured. Visit www.1steporganizing.com for information and
to see pictures. Contact Steve through website or call 212- 486-0627.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident
Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 9-3 school
days. 212-593-0750.

RIVERWALK PLACE - 1 bedroom condo, 11th fl, river & skyline views. Fitness
room, rooftop deck. Call for appointment —646-772-5015.

HEBREW SCHOOL on Roosevelt Island! First semester began January, 2006.
K-4th grade. For more information, and to register, e-mail
eserf0123@yahoo.com.

AVON! FULLER BRUSH / Stanley Products. Buy or sell.
www.clickandshopusa.com, clickandshopusa@hotmail.com.

WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET —The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices. Log on today!

CLEANING SERVICE — Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is
Rl resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Good
old pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173/ BLT@igc.org.

MASSAGE THERAPIST, licensed. Muscles/joint injury assessment.
Prevention and rehab. Deep Tissue Therapeutic Massage. 20 River Road.
Erin Brandt. 917-806-9192.

PROFESSIONAL SKIN CARE on Roosevelt Island by experienced licensed
aesthetician in new modern premises. 212-371-2971.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR — Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

MOVING? — Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you'd rather not move.
Reach all of Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Rich color views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park by night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE, to 531 Main Street #413 / NYC10044 with your address,
phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no
phone or credit card orders. Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.




MINERVA ...

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Year s
TwiceDaily Monday to Friday plusSatur day mor ning

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
Shirts Laundered

Expert European Tailoring

Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
Storage Available

Draperies and All Household Items

Free Pick-up and Delivery
Concierge or to Your Door
Storage Available
Complimentary Laundry Bag
Convenient Monthly Billing
Corporate Accounts Welcome

37-22 34th Street « Long Island City « NY « 11101

TEL: 718-729-4566 « FAX: 718-729-4344
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"Cathedral School

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON'T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult aprivate professiond Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time « Save You Money * Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY,LCSW

. Licensed Clinical Social Worker .
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

As one parent summarizes it,

“The Cathedral School is the
best kept secret in Manhattan”

Grades Nursery — Eighth
Full and Half days available for Nursery and Pre-K

* A warm, intimate and academically
challenging environment
* Great student-teacher ratio of 10/1
* International student body

* Placement in the city’s best high schools

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, May 4, 2006
6:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. RSVP

For more information, please contact the
school office at 212.249.2840 or e-mail
aefter@cathedralschoolny.org

. 319 East 74th Street, New York, NY 10021 9

Roosevelt Island Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

Met Life in-network participant
Delta Dental in-network participant
DHA/First Fortis in-network participant

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with

gentleness, compassion, thoroughness,
and respect for their time at amoderate
dental cost. Services include Bonding,
Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching,

Some of the Dental Plans we accept
toward payment:

USHealthCare, Guardian, etc.

21st Century, Cigna, Aetna, Prudential,

Implants.

Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 27 years
501 Main Street  212-752-8722

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp/school physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specidlist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA GHI HIP

212-
832-2310

House Calls

Multiplan For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Idand, N.Y. 10044

00T PAIN?
PARK EAST PODIATRY

MEDICINE AND SURGERY OF THE FOOT & ANKLE

«Heel Pain MOSET INSURANCES ACCEFTED
= | Burions MEDICARE ACCEFTED
« Hammerioes HOUSE CALLS WFON REQUEST & NEED

< Hall & Skin Problams
« [Habstic Footcarm & Shoes

212-207 - 4360

105 EAST 63RD STR

_ Batwesn Park and Lexinglon Ave,

;;'.'-’;i Tk o Lesingon Avwe.3r 51 Shion in Merihatian

Dr. Neil Zwiebel

Oiffice Hours by Appointoment
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“Thisbeautifully written, meticuloudly researched work isa* must-
read’ ... for all readerswho areinterested inlearning about the
challengesand joysof thetrans-Atlantic crossng made by millionsof
Europeanimmigrantsinthelate nineteenth century.

“Richard and AloysiusL utz have written acompelling tal e about
the hardshi psencountered by agroup of poor Polishimmigrants,
viewed through the eyes of newlyweds Paul and JadwigaAdamik.
Readersareintroduced to Polesand Polish folklorefrom severa
regionsof then-partitioned Poland, aswell asthetensionsthat existed
between Polesand the three nationsthat occupied Poland inthe
nineteenth century: Prussia, Russa, and Austria

“Thiswork of historical fictionwill resonate with readerswhose
ancestors, three or four generationsago, made the same difficult
decisontouproot ther familiesfromtheir familiar surroundingsin
Europein order to secureabetter lifein America Their storiesabout
their emigration from the Old World, often carefully passed down
from generation to generation, have been woveninto thefabric of
Jadwiga’'s Crossing.

“For many Americanstoday, the story of Paul and Jadwiga
Adamik’scrossing offersafresh ook at the courage of, and
sacrificesmade by, their grandparents and great-grandparentsover
140yearsago. Jadwiga's Crossing offersmasterful storytelling—a
riveting journey into the past.”

—Dr. Deborah Anders Silverman
Author, Polish-American Folklore

Jadwiga’s Crossing, the novel.
By the father-and-son team,
AloysiusA. Lutz and Richard J. Lutz.

Trade paper back
$19.95
Available now at JadwigasCrossng.com
or call 212 826-9055 to order

Also available from BarnesAndNoble.com,
Amazon.com, and iUniverse.com

Cover:
Charles Frederic Ulrich, (1858-1908), In the Land of Promise, Castle Garden, 1884, oil on wood panel, 28 3/8 x 35 3/4 in.
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington DC, Museum Purchase, Gallery Fund 00.2. © The Corcoran Gallery of Art/CORBIS

THE GROG SHOP

' 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We ]
/™ specialize

S in =5
| — wines
‘ - B from

&

all : ] .

] nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Open Mon. + Wed.-Thur.-Fri.-Sat., 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8:00; Sun., noon-3:00
Closed Mon.-Sat., 1:30-4:30; closed Tuesdays

Seles & Senice Licensa #3067 1
=" CHRIS TV =
Repair Service Center
TW-YCR-5TEREC-CO-PROJECTION TW-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimales in Shap Mon.-Fri. 8-T
Pickup & Delivery Sal 56
In-Home Sendcs T1 8- 392-?444 211 35th A

A'Wark Gueranized LIC, WY 11106

Stipend-Paying

Volunteer Opportunities
for Older Adults

ReServe, a new nonprofit, is now receiving applications from New Yorkers
interested in challenging, skills-based work for nonprofit agencies. The
professionals sought are retired or soon-to-be-retired journalists, teachers,
lawyers, accountants, artists, social workers, consultants, advertising, ad
sales and public relations specialists, librarians, paralegals, human
resources specialists, administrators and anyone with skills and experience
to share.

Our pilot programs are conducted at a number of established social and
cultural institutions in the greater metropolitan area. Each institution will
pay participants a stipend for

approximately 15 hours of work

each week. For more information,
please contact us at:

info@ReServelnc.org
or 718-923-1400, extension 247.  MNext Steps for Older Adults

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating = Wallpapering
Expert carpentry » Kitchen & bathroom renovation = Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

Oive vour apartment a ]'||l

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available = Use What You Have
- .
. : S
= et 1 e b
- PP

Ellen Levy

larterior { Mecovadon
S31 Main Steeet

bt e fon Pk 515 751.8214

o job too small




