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Island Self-Governance
Bill Fails Again in Albany
Senate Kills Tram Funds; Pataki Re-Promises Them
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Days
Without
Tram:
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Briefly...
• Again this weekend, no F service from Manhattan to Roosevelt

Island.  (See ComingUp, page 3, for routing.)  The Tramway is still out
of service.

• Tramway Plaza in Manhattan is about to get a $779,000 recon-
struction by the City Parks Department – new planting beds, shrubs,
and trees, new fencing, pavement, security lighting, and a water supply
and draining system, according to an announcement made Thursday.
All but $11,000 is coming from Solow Development, which has plans
for adjacent land.  The City is providing the $11,000 portion.  There’s a
diagram and additional information on page 12.

• Macy’s Fireworks promise a thousand shell bursts per minute for
this year’s display – over 120,000 in all.  (See ComingUp, page 3.)

• Residents were alarmed Tuesday when trees came down at the east
edge of Capobiaco Field (just north of Eastwood).  The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture removed two trees, estimated at 50 years old, be-
cause they were infested with the Asian longhorned
beetle.  It kills trees, boring holes a half-inch in diam-
eter.  Elsewhere on the Island, another infested tree
was removed.  USDA’s plant inspection service can
be reached at 800-554-4501, ext. 72087.

Anticipating Spitzer as Governor,
RIRA Council Sends an Appeal

Put the Requiem Theme on Hold:
Island Kids Has a Survival Plan

Resident Has a Double Scenario:
Stem-Cell Therapy in India for MS,
And to Film It and Show the World

With U Thant Island and the East Side in the background, this collection
of birds seems to be waiting for the start of Tuesday’s fireworks.  And
lately, a heron has been spotted cruising the edges of Roosevelt Island.

by Gianna Pontecorboli
“The worst I risk is that nothing happens,” says Toni Spottswood.

But if, as she strongly believes, she will come back walking again,
“people will be able to see that there is an option there.”

Sixty-two years old and a resident of Roosevelt Island since 1977
when she moved to New York from Boston with her husband and
two children, Toni is about to embark on a challenging double mis-
sion.  The first is to get rid of her wheelchair – to be able to walk
again.  The second is to show in a movie, moment by moment, that
stem-cell therapy can work for her and for thousands of other
people.  “My hope is to put a little pressure on George Bush, the
Congress and the Religious Right,” she says.

When she was 32, a bad flu left her with fingers tingling all the
time.  At first, doctors dismissed it but, a year later, the diagnosis
was Chronic Progressive Multiple Sclerosis, a disease with no cure
and gradually worsening symptoms.

“I was young and I had two young kids,” she remembers, “and I
decided that I could not procrastinate any more.  I wanted to be-
come an interior designer, so I went back to school.  For three
years, my life was all cooking, doing laundry, attending lessons,
and doing homework.  But at the end I could have my own design
firm.  Peter Jennings was one of my clients.”

See Spottswood, page 10

by Jami Bernard
When Nikki Leopold went to see

about enrolling her daughter
Kristin, 2½, at Island Kids, she
found the venerable playschool in
dire straits, rather like a teeter-tot-
ter tottering on its last teeter. In-
stead of enrolling Kristin, Leopold
herself signed on, volunteering her
time and her 15 years of expertise
in rejuvenating frayed non-profit
institutions.

The result can be seen starting
July 11, when an eight-week sum-
mer camp begins for children ages
7-12, along with various music and
dance classes designed to shake the
groove thing of children, teens, and
parents too.

“My vision for Island Kids – and
I’ve been thinking about it for
some time – is that it could be a
much bigger community re-
source,” says Leopold, the unpaid
executive director of the group that
began with a handful of social-net-
work-starved parents back in 1981.
It attained non-profit status in

1994.
Leopold sees Island Kids as a

place that can grow with the grow-
ing needs of the community,
“where we could do an outreach
to single parents and younger par-
ents between 18 and 25 who may
need their own kind of support.”

But first, there’s a crisis in need
of immediate attention. Leopold
and a reporter for The Main Street
WIRE are seated at a miniature
table on pint-sized chairs to discuss
the future of Island Kids, but
Anika, 2 years and 3 months,
armed with a tube of day-glo Play-
Doh, has perceived an injustice.
She is wailing as only a child can
wail when she believes someone
is sitting in the very chair that
makes her heart sing.

“You sit in my chair!” sobs
Anika, her Play-Doh drooping
from one hand that has been raised
to the heavens in apparent suppli-
cation.

Like any good executive direc-
tor (and babysitter), Leopold

rushes to the rescue, finding Anika
another chair. The tears dry like
magic. Once seated, however,
Anika realizes just how insanely
boring and unproductive it is to sit
among adults, and off she runs to
take a phone off the hook so that,
eventually, an endless phone-off-
the-hook! signal will echo through

See Island Kids, page 6

Calling Roosevelt Island a “se-
vere casualty of the Pataki
administration’s incompetence and
indifference,” the Common Coun-
cil of the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association (RIRA) has writ-
ten Attorney General Elliot Spitzer,
who is a candidate for Governor,
asking for strong measures of re-
dress early in his term – presum-

ing he is elected.
“Most of the problems visited

upon this community over the past
twelve years [are due to] poor de-
cision-making and a literal rubber-
stamping of Pataki’s wishes by a
Board of Directors hand-picked by
the Governor,” the letter says.  It
goes on to praise Assembly-
member Pete Grannis and City
Councilmember Jessica Lappin (as
well as former Council Speaker
Gifford Miller) for their efforts on
behalf of the Island, but says the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) has largely ignored
them, including their offers of fi-
nancial assistance for Island needs.

The letter asks Spitzer for three
things.  Quoting directly from the

letter:
• Immediate replacement of the

current resident Board members
with individuals democratically
elected by Island residents.

• An immediate moratorium on
all development, and resident ap-
proval of leasing and sales efforts
until [Spitzer] has filled positions
on the RIOC Board.

• Support for legislation to insure
that Island affairs continue to be
managed with substantial resident
control.

These would “put us back on the
democratic map of the U.S.A.,”
says the letter (full text on page 13).

Most members of the Residents
Association Common Council

See RIRA Letter, page 12
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by Erik Kriss in Albany
A change in New York State’s

Public Authorities Law and resis-
tance by Republicans will likely
keep a self-governance bill for
Roosevelt Island bottled up in Al-
bany until at least next year.

Meantime, end-of-session nego-
tiations resulted in $15 million for
Roosevelt Island Tram repairs be-
ing dropped from the State budget
“cleanup” bill State legislators ap-

proved last week, though Gover-
nor George Pataki has said he will
make money available for Tram
repairs that could begin in the fall.

On the final day of the regular
2006 legislative session last Friday,
the Democratic-controlled Assem-
bly unanimously approved the self-
governance bill.

It would expand the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation’s
Board of Directors to nine mem-
bers, require that at least six be Is-
land residents, and provide for Is-
landers to vote for the majority of
Board members, who are now ap-
pointed.

The legislation would also au-
thorize RIOC to commission an
audit to determine needed capital
repairs and to then borrow up to
$25 million to do the work.  And it
would prohibit development of
designated open space in the Gen-
eral Development Plan for any-
thing other than park purposes.

But the bill died in the Republi-
can-controlled State Senate, as it
has since versions of it were first
introduced in 1998.

Assemblyman Alexander B.
“Pete” Grannis, the Democrat who
represents Roosevelt Island,
blamed late submission of the leg-
islation and complications caused
by last year’s overhaul of the Pub-
lic Authorities law.

“There were a great many other
issues around” at the end of the
session, said Grannis, who added
the need to conform the self-gov-
ernance bill to the new authorities
law required extra focus by the
Assembly’s program and counsel
staff and the staff of the Commit-
tee on Assembly Corporations,
Authorities and Commissions
chaired by Richard Brodsky of
Westchester.

See Albany, page 7
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The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor,
to the community, and to/from officials.
Name Withheld publication will be consid-
ered, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifi-
cation and for our records; letters submit-
ted anonymously will not be published.

Preferred method of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail format preferred, or attach
a file), or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at
the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  If you e-mail a letter, expect a
confirming response and, if you don’t re-
ceive one, resend and call 212 826-9055 to
alert us that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street, but al-
low extra time before deadline for typeset-
ting.  Clearly handwritten letters will be con-
sidered, if brief, but we are not able to take
telephone dictation of letters.  All letters are
subject to acceptance and to editing for
length and clarity.  Recommended maxi-
mum length, 300 words; longer letters will
be considered if their content merits the re-
quired space.

Letters deadline for July 29
issue:  Tuesday, July 25
  Letters received after deadline

considered on a space-available basis.
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To the Editor:
We would like readers of The

WIRE to know of a wonderful out-
pouring of generosity on behalf of
our family which has taken place
among the generation of young
people who grew up on Roosevelt
Island in the 1980s and  1990s.

Our son-in-law, Tim Sheehy, has
become the victim of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease) and our daughter Katie has
been providing total care for him
at their home in Brooklyn, as well
as for their two-year-old daughter,
Frances Rose.

Tim and Katie grew up together
on this Island, first met here, and
were married in 1999. Tim’s set-
design company, Composition
Workshop, employed many Island
young people over the years.

In response to this crisis, Tim and
Katie’s childhood friends formed
a non-profit organization, Project
Main Street, and sponsored a ben-
efit on April 17 at the Supper Club
in Manhattan.  The sold-out event
was attended by 350 people, in-
cluding many current and past Is-
land residents, despite the lack of
any mention of the event in The
WIRE.

As Tim’s condition worsens,
Katie has been able to continue to
care for him at home, thanks to the
generosity of so many people.
Those neighbors and friends who
want to contribute or to communi-
cate with Tim and Katie should
visit the organization’s website:
http://www.projectmainst.org/.

Project Main Street, which be-
gan with this event, is very much a
product of the special spirit of the
Roosevelt Island community and
will continue to host benefits to
help similarly afflicted families.
The organization is headed by Is-
land native Brad Armstrong and
includes many others who were
raised on Roosevelt Island.  Those
who wish to become a part of this
organization should contact Brad
at Brad.Armstrong@equiscorp.com.

Mike and Barbara Cooney

To the Editor:
Your June 17 report on

Southtown with its headline “For
Developers, Southtown Is Now a
Stunning Success Story” fails to
focus on the project’s serious “fail-
ures.”  By placing the back of the
first building across the existing
Main Street, a physical barrier or
“wall,” 17 stories high, has been
created between the existing and
new community.  The diversion of
the existing Main Street at the traf-
fic circle for about 150 feet east
towards the Queens side of
Southtown also means there is no
integration of the two communi-
ties.  Indeed, very few pedestrians
from Northtown will or can be ex-
pected to wander that considerable
distance out of their way to even
take a look at the new Southtown
Main Street.

Why did this separation of the
Island into two distinct parts oc-
cur?   First and foremost, RIOC, in
its desperation and eagerness to
accept any developer to build
Southtown, refused to insist on a
design that conformed to the
Island’s shape and intended small-
town character; it also refused to
spend any money (in a State with
a budget of over $100 billion), on
basic infrastructure to continue the
road from the existing Main Street
through Southtown to the Tram.
With a wider road, such a continu-
ous path would also have helped
cure the too-narrow and canyon-
like effect of the existing Main
Street in Northtown.

Fearful of losing the developers
chosen for the resulting project,
and proceeding on the basis that
just about anything is better than
nothing, RIOC then sat by pas-
sively and allowed the first two
buildings to be located smack in
the six acres of parkland that was
supposed to separate Southtown
from Northtown according to the
Island’s General Development
Plan (GDP) which is attached to
the Lease the State signed with the
City.  (Appeals to the courts to re-
quire the State to adhere to that full
six-acre park commons  failed
when, although the idea was not
even presented by any of the liti-
gants, the court counted some acre-
age in front of Rivercross to make
up for the required six acres.)

Another design failure was to
allow the first three buildings to
attach eight-story wings that leave
almost no space between them,
thus creating still another high wall
blocking views east to west.

Compounding those design fail-
ures, the developers, again with
RIOC’s passive OK, left the two

To the Editor:
Although I’ve never known him

well enough to call him a friend,
I’ve known Steve Marcus for sev-
eral years since I served a brief
term on the Common Council.
Steve has invariably shown him-
self to be insightful, well-informed,
and passionate about Island issues.
I’ve never met anyone who felt
differently about him.  So, it comes
as a great curiosity that his columns
reflect a man so different from the
one I see on the streets and in the
subway.

I wonder why one of the many
people who know him better than
I do doesn’t take him aside and tell
him how demeaning attacks that
refer to opponents as “jokers” is
and how destructive to the dialogue
this Island must have with RIOC
in order to impact decisions.  How
can a man this smart mistake dis-
agreement for some strange strain
of evil?  Two other Island stalwarts
I’ve been lucky enough to know
are David Kraut and Patrick
Stewart, both members of RIOC’s
Board and also men who were duly
elected to hold the same position
in RIRA Steve now holds.  Steve
tosses these thoughtful, committed
Island residents into the bucket as
jokers.  If you’ve ever met either,
you’ll understand how untrue that
rings.  They’ve simply disagreed
with Steve and, so, earned the
privilege of being publicly in-
sulted, courtesy of The WIRE. I
don’t get it. This public behavior
undermines everything Steve and
RIRA hope to accomplish and
pushes the compromises necessary
for achievement further away.

When RIRA and the Maple Tree
Group complain about not being
included in RIOC’s decision-mak-
ing process, did it ever occur to
them that the continuing negativ-
ity, now salted with gratuitous in-
sult, may have something to do
with it?  Herb Berman has no need
to float an idea  past Steve when
he already knows the answer.  If
RIOC likes an idea, RIRA doesn’t.
Case closed.  No consideration re-
quired. Isn’t it time to stop?

What I would give to see Steve
Marcus come to his senses, walk
over to RIOC’s offices and start
working with them in the creative,
passionate style he knows.  Maybe
a fresh column extolling all the
great improvements to our envi-
ronment in recent years would be
refreshing. We could all use some
sportsmanship.

Dave Stone

roads in Southtown intact.  That
means there are four lanes for traf-
fic circling the residential build-
ings; this on an Island that was sup-
posed to have limited vehicular
movement!  I have not even men-
tioned the negative visual impact
the massive building number 1 has
on the historic Blackwell House
farmstead.

Indeed, by the time the nine
buildings of the current plan are
finished, Southtown will look a lot
like mid-town Manhattan with a
high wall and diverted Main Street
blocking views and access from
Northtown, with minimal open
space between its nine buildings,
with no six-acre commons, and
with massive, dense structures.

I represented Island residents
who fully supported the building
of Southtown (a position not al-
ways understood by others) but
who believed it should be built in
a different way, and that the State
had to exert its power over the de-
velopers to be sure they conformed
their plans to the Island’s shape and
General Development Plan.  Our
committee, called the “Alternative
Southtown Design Committee” to
emphasize it supported an alterna-
tive “design” of Southtown, re-
tained the professional architec-
tural and urban planning firm of
Thoresen and Linard.  These archi-
tectural experts, an award winning
experienced firm, studied the Is-
land and in a few week’s time de-
signed a Southtown with the same
number of housing units that con-
tinued the Main Street and widened

it, integrated the two communities
in a continuous path, retained a six-
acre commons park, and restrained
traffic by replacing the two roads
with four lanes to one widened one
with only two lanes.

Instead of considering this alter-
native design, the developers suc-
ceeded in persuading RIOC to go
along with their massive one that
cuts this Island in two.  Why?  Be-
cause the developers care little
about design; they simply want to
maximize their profit by building
the biggest, most dense structures
next to one another.  And for the
developers and State, it was
cheaper to keep the two roads with
four lanes of traffic and not build a
new continuation of Main Street.
Some money was also saved by
placing the first two buildings clos-
est to the existing town’s AVAC,
electrical and gas systems, despite
being in the very space that was
supposed to be a six-acre park.

Former RIOC president Robert
Ryan remarked to me when I
pointed out the 17-story wall cre-

See Letters, page 10

Damn!
Shot Down Again

The WIRE barely had a chance to report that there was
self-governance legislation being presented in Albany (last is-
sue) before finding (this issue) that the Albany machine had
killed it (lead story, page 1).

We have to give Assemblymember Pete Grannis a pat on
the back for giving it a try, once again.

But the most important effect of Grannis’s re-introduction
of the idea of democracy for Roosevelt Island is that the bill is
there, largely in final form though possibly subject to a few
technical corrections, for consideration after the November elec-
tions when it’s reasonable to believe Albany will have a new –
and better – administration running things from the Governor’s
office.  (Actually, there’s a very small chance it could be consid-
ered again before the current Legislature folds its tent.)

If you’ve been in hibernation or you’re a fireworks visitor
(welcome!) or otherwise new to the Island, the background
facts are these:  a residential Roosevelt Island has always been
run by a State agency (not the City) and always by appointees
of the Governor.  The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation’s
Board of Directors consists of appointees, including a number
of residents – increased to a majority of five (out of nine) a
couple of years ago.  They serve without pay and quite self-
lessly but, beholden to the Governor for those positions, they’ve
traditionally given the Governor whatever he’s wanted.

So when the Governor sent his first appointee as RIOC
President to us, the man turned out to be an uncommunicative
patronage lifer who gave “unqualified” a bad name.  He left
after three years, clearing out his desk in a quick afternoon
escape after – we are told – at least one earlier episode of tell-
ing the Governor’s staffers that, no, they couldn’t fire him, for
he was a pal of Al D’Amato, who at the time was pretty much
running the State Republican Party and calling the shots in
Albany.  Next up as RIOC President was a former Pataki cam-
paign manager.  He, too, lasted three years, leaving when the
RIOC Board was forced to fire him because he’d found a way to
tap the till for more than his pay grade called for.  (Why in the
world would anybody making over $100,000 feel a need to milk
the State, or this Island, for more?)

Things are a little better now, but RIOC still consists of
political appointees in all the top jobs.  The latest bunch seems
to have been chosen with competence somewhere on the list of
qualifications, but they’re still political appointees who don’t
really answer to the residents of this community; they answer,
instead, to the Governor and the mutually supportive political
and real-estate forces of New York State.

So it’s high time Roosevelt Island got a little democracy.
It’s messy, it’s true, but it belongs to the people and, in the long
run, it works to let the governed control those who govern.
And after a long, long wait – twelve years under George Pataki
– we’re yearning to breathe free here – to have something to
say about the way Roosevelt Island is managed.

So the legislation calls for a Board (excepting two State
officials and two mayoral appointees) elected by residents –
one empowered to hire (and fire) a well-qualified community
manager.  It works all over the country.

Why not here?
DL



Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

The
RIOC
Column

The
RIRA
Column
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– This Weekend –
No F-train service from Manhattan to Roosevelt Is-

land.  Queens-bound trains are diverted from 12:01 a.m.
Sat., July 1 through 5:00 a.m. Mon., July 3, skipping the
Roosevelt Island stop.  (Take the F from any station below
47th-50th Streets to Roosevelt Avenue, Queens, then change
to the Manhattan-bound platform to take the F toward Man-
hattan.)  Trains bound from Queens to Manhattan will run
normally.

– The Coming Week –
Macy’s Fireworks at Southpoint, Tue., the Fourth of

July, 9:00 p.m.  Gate opens at 5:00 p.m.  Tickets ($18) avail-
able on line at fireworks.RIOC.com (credit cards only) or call
212-832-4540.  Large coolers, alcoholic beverages, over-
size bags, backpacks not permitted; food and drink avail-
able on the grounds.

Orphans International World Congress III, Sat., July
8, at Columbia University.  $20; call 212-755-7285 for res-
ervations and information.  (Also see related story, page 6.)

– Future Events –
Coastal Storm Preparedness Event, Thur., July 20,

6:30-8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center, with
Councilmember Jessica Lappin, presented by Community
Board 8 and the City Office of Emergency Management.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., July 20, 6:30 p.m., at
the Library.  White Teeth by Zadie Smith.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., July 29.  (To
receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe mes-
sage to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Dead-
lines:  Ads in the paper, Thursday, July 20; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon., July 24; they are due
Thur., July 27.  Future issues:  Aug. 26, Sept. 9 and 23, Oct. 7
and 21, Nov. 4 and 18, Dec. 2 and 16 (Holiday issue).  In 2007:
Jan 13, 27; Feb 10, 24; Mar. 10, 24; Apr. 7, 21; May 5, 19; June
2, 16, 30; July 28; Aug. 25; Sept. 8, 22; Oct. 6, 20; Nov. 3, 17;
Dec. 1, 15.  News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent matters
917-617-0449.  Phone
for display and classi-
fied advertising place-
ment and information,
212-751-8214.  To list
your organization’s
Island-related event
in this column, e-mail
information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, ad-
dressed to The WIRE, at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street;
provide a telephone number for follow-up questions.  There
is no charge for such listings.

Book Discussion Group, Thur., Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m., at
the Library.  Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende.

Residents Association Common Council meeting,
Wed., Sept. 6, 8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter.  Meetings begin with an opportunity for residents to
address the Council on matters of concern.

Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Yoga
10:30-11:30, English as

2nd Language
10:30, Blood Pressure

Screening
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Computers
1:00, Tai Chi

Tuesday
10:00, Get Stronger

Bones
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Painting & Sculpt-

ing
6:00, Ballroom Dancing
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Thursday
10:00, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sun., July 2, Atlantic City

trip
Tue., July 4, RISA Fourth

of July party, 1:00 p.m.
Wed., July 19, Atlantic

City trip

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Allow me to introduce myself:  I’m Matt Katz and imme-
diate past president of the Roosevelt Island Residents As-
sociation.  RIRA President Steve Marcus offered me the
opportunity to fill in for him this issue and, print junkie that
I am, I was glad to comply.  During the four years I was
responsible for this column I found that, by venting my
spleen in ink, I was less likely to misplace my ire on the
woman and pussycats with whom I share my life.

First order of business:  To neighbors and first-time visi-
tors to the Island, a Happy Independence Day and welcome!
The Fourth always seems to mean more when our nation is
at war and threatened by enemies, don’t you find?  For those
of us of a certain age, we’ve had ample opportunity to test

this hypothesis. In any event,
I hope the fireworks on the
Glorious Fourth are the best
ever.

It’s been 20 months since
I left office and I’ve worked
assiduously to keep my dis-
tance from the Common
Council and leave RIRA
business to those whom you

elected.  The temptation to backseat drive was overwhelm-
ing at times after four years of heading the group, but I tried
hard to stay away.  RIRA’s sole power is that its Common
Council is the only elected entity to represent this commu-
nity (as a stand-alone village in the heart of the City) and it
takes all of us to make that work by voting and volunteer-
ing to run for office in RIRA elections and, in that regard,
we’re all of us RIRA.  So, what have we been up to lately?

June 10 marked the tenth Roosevelt Island Day and I spent
the morning planting flowers and vegetables with the Liv-
ing Library’s Bonnie Sherk and the children of PS/IS 217
in their schoolyard.  Bonnie has been a major factor in the
planning for Southpoint Park (site of the fireworks seat-
ing), offering her expertise in international and educational
programming to make this 13-acre park something extraor-
dinary.  I spent that afternoon taking aspirin and kvetching
about my aching back.

Did you attend the RIRA Greek wine tasting on June 17?
It was a delightful, bibulous evening with excellent Greek
wine and delicacies and netted $1,400 for the RIRA trea-
sury.  These funds allow RIRA to produce their own events
and to support the programs of other Island organizations.
Thanks to all for their hard work.

I offer additional kudos to the 26 CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team) graduates who completed
eleven weeks of training and whose numbers include my
wife Sherie and me.  Under Team Leader Howard Polivy,
we shall forge a cohesive group that will seek additional
training to become a significant provider of emergency ser-
vices should the need arise.

At the last RIOC Board meeting I attended (some habits
are hard to break; I’ve attended every one over the last eight
years), a resident Board member chastised the RIRA Com-
mon Council for not being represented in larger numbers at
the meeting.  Why, I asked, should working people attend a
4:30 p.m. meeting when their only opportunity to be heard

is after the meeting has adjourned and the agenda debated
and voted upon?  In further defense of the Common
Council’s devotion to our Island home, I would add that six
Council members took the CERT training; not one of the
RIOC resident Board members found the time to volunteer.
Make of that what you will.

Let’s follow up on some old business from my adminis-
tration:  The Verdant Power plan to place underwater tur-
bines in the East River estuary began with a single unit in
the East Channel.  Based on the success of that template,
we can expect a “six-pack” of units to be installed starting
this September, according to Verdant Power honcho Trey
Taylor.  Newsday ran an excellent pictorial story on May
30, should you be interested in seeing what the hardware
looks like.

I had initiated discussions between RIOC and the NYC
Transit Authority back in
2002 that resulted in the
inclusion of our Tram in
the MetroCard system.
It’s ironic that, with the
Tram operating at capac-
ity, it should so utterly fail
last April.  With the Tram
grounded until fall (we
are told) and projected
major renovations sched-
uled for nine months
starting in 2007, the track
work on our overtaxed F
train has become more
than an annoyance and
the transportation needs
of this growing commu-
nity are reaching a criti-
cal mass.  More anon.

When the desperately
needed renovation plan
for the Roosevelt Island

Bridge was announced with a 2012 starting date, I was able
to convince the Department of Transportation Commissioner
that an earlier start time was essential.  The failure of the
bridge lift mechanism five times in two days during the sum-
mer of 2004 was a powerful argument in our favor.  This
effort culminated in the April 19 DOT presentation to Is-
land residents of the details of the three-year major over-
haul now promised to begin in or about December of this
year.

Let’s talk about Southtown.  This nine-building develop-
ment will increase (and one hopes enhance) our popula-
tion, RIOC revenue, the retail presence here and, in gen-
eral, the Island’s prosperity.  But what of the promises of
affordable housing, codified in the General Development
Plan?  Hudson and Related Companies, with the compli-
ance of RIOC, have included the first two buildings, leased
to two East Side hospitals and made available to their em-
ployees at reduced rents, as part of the required ratio of
affordable apartments.  While this may be valid under the

See RIRA, page 10

July 4 is the day we welcome the rest of the City to
Roosevelt Island for the annual fireworks display.  We hope
our visitors spend a little more time to visit the Island and
see why we are so proud of this special spot in the middle
of the East River.

What we now know as Roosevelt Island was called
Minnahannock Island by the
Algonquin Indians before
the Dutch purchased it in
1637.  It went through vari-
ous names and identities in
the first decades of European
control, depending on who
owned it at the time.

The City of New York pur-
chased the Island, then

called Blackwell Island, in 1828, as the home for institu-
tions such as prisons, mental hospitals and nursing homes.
Renamed Welfare Island in 1921, it continued as a reposi-
tory for these types of institutions.  But in 1968, Mayor
John Lindsay formed a commission to look into the future
of the Island.

In 1969, the New York State Urban Development Corpo-
ration signed a 99-year lease with New York City to de-
velop the Island, using a master plan designed by architects
Philip Johnson and John Burgee as its guideline.  This plan
called for a mixed-income community of 20,000 people liv-
ing in 5,000 units in a largely traffic free environment.  The
plan was later amended to lower the intended density, but
its general principles remain in effect today.

Roosevelt Island is a jewel of the City, home to over 9,000
people living in a nationally-recognized model mixed-in-
come community. The Island has six historic landmarks,
several spacious parks, sports facilities, numerous play-
grounds, a waterfront promenade, and unparalleled views
of Manhattan.

And we have the aerial Tramway that first opened in 1976
to provide residents of the Island direct access to Manhat-
tan. The Tram is currently being repaired and expected to
resume service this fall to transport thousands of riders safely

across the East River, offering vivid views of the most spec-
tacular urban vistas in the world.

We urge visitors to take the time to walk around the Is-
land.

Both the northern and southern tips boast historic sites
linked to Irish architect James Renwick, Jr., who also de-
signed St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  The northern tip boasts the
134-year-old Lighthouse built with stone quarried on the
Island by convicts and inmates from the Island’s institu-
tions.  The southern tip has the remains of the 152-year-old

Smallpox Hospital, the
City’s only landmarked
ruin.

In the center of the Is-
land stands the Blackwell
House, dating to 1794,
and the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, which
dates to 1888.

The “newest” addition
to our historic inventory
is the Octagon Tower.
Once the center of a men-
tal health hospital, it has
recently been renovated
as part of the develop-
ment of an apartment
building, just one ex-
ample of how the
Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation (RIOC),
the State-created public-

benefit corporation that controls the Island, works to in-
clude  public amenities in its development contracts.

Check our website at www.rioc.com for more information
about who we are and what we do.

So let’s welcome visitors who come for the fireworks and
urge them to spend a little more time seeing what Roosevelt
Island has to offer.  Maybe today’s visitor will become
tomorrow’s neighbor.

Roosevelt Island News, History, and more:
Website NYC10044 on the Internet at nyc10044.com.

Matthew Katz, Past President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail:  MatthewKatz@verizon.net

The Main Street WIRE’s e-mail
bulletins keep you up to date on

important developments.
Send an AddMe message to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
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The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

It’s all about
the nutrition...
Science says

that fresh fruits
and vegetables
are best for you

– the natural
way to acquire
the vitamins,
minerals, and

other nutrients
you and your

family need for
good health.

30-05 31st St. (30th Avenue), Astoria
718-728-2520
Fax 718-956-0294

Free Delivery Friday & Saturday

“Ethnic bottles not seen elsewhere,” including labels from Greece, the Czech
Republic, Georgia, and Poland, are part of the “excellent,” “diverse” selection

at this “big” wine store in Astoria, conveniently located next to the Grand
Street stop on the N subway line; imbibers also raise a toast to the “nicest

staff,” “great specials,” and all-around “low prices.”  -Zagat

Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to midnight

Sunday, 12 noon to 6:00 p.m.
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Roosevelt Island’s home-grown Orphans International
Worldwide, created by Islander Jim Luce, is growing – and
growing fast.  This summer, the Roosevelt Island-based in-
ternational NGO (non-governmental organization) will be
playing host to four new international staff members for
three months of training before they ship off to various lo-
cations around the world to begin their tenure with OI World-
wide.  Andres Erawan of Indonesia, Boris Stankevich of
Belarus, James Lareche of Haiti, and Nathan Byrd of Ohio
have arrived on the island to learn the ins and outs of the
organization before taking positions as lead officers in
charge of compliance, administration, development, and
programs at OI sites around the world.

Though they will be working over sixty hours a week
under Luce, the new staff members will also enjoy a new
program to introduce them to life in New York.  Through
Live NYC, the staff will have the opportunity to see many of
NYC’s finest locales and most interesting spots through the
generous sponsorship of some of Roosevelt Island’s most
hospitable patrons.  While a few events are already on the
books, Orphans International is still seeking members of
the Roosevelt Island community to take on the role of am-
bassador and show the four out-of-towners how we live
in New York individually or collectively.  New York
National Bank has provided baseball tickets for one out-

the play area of 536 Main Street.
Island Kids is located on the

ground floor of that address, in the
courtyard behind the now-defunct
pizza place. The large space is do-
nated by Roosevelt Island Housing
Management, and includes a blue-
carpeted play area where the main
classes are held, a smaller room for
arts and crafts, and a tiny kitchen
that could conceivably be ex-
panded with modest renovation
into a teaching kitchen. There’s al-
ready a kiln there, an artifact from
the days when Island Kids offered
pottery classes.

Leopold’s plans for the new Is-
land Kids include an array of sup-
port groups, such as one for suf-
ferers of  post-partum depression,
and a speakers’ program where ex-
perts will expound on such hot-but-
ton topics as learning disabilities.
“I’m thinking of other groups I
know, like Families First, in Brook-
lyn, that have a much larger vi-
sion,” says Leopold. “That’s what
we’re hoping to accomplish in the

next year. It’s a lot.”
A lot, yes, considering the state

of the group’s finances. When
Leopold joined in May, Island Kids
was running on fumes. The only
income came from a single music
class whose tuition barely covered
the cost of Anika’s Play-Doh.

“We were left with a dire finan-
cial situation, and right now, we’re
doing crisis management,” says
Leopold.

When she says “we,” she refers
to the new board of directors she’s
put together, which includes her-
self, two former board members,
and two mothers, one of whom has
a 15-year-old daughter who at-
tended Island Kids back in the
project’s heyday. “A big part of
what we’re going to be doing is
fund-raising. We’re just about to
apply to RIOC for public-purpose
funds, and we’ve contacted differ-
ent foundations, hoping they’ll
help us with grants.”  (At Thurs-
day morning’s RIOC Board meet-
ing, Leopold watched as the chair
of the RIOC Board’s Public Pur-
pose Funds Committee listed her

$75,500 proposal as one of two the
Board will consider soon, mention-
ing it favorably.)

The group needs publicity, too.
Registration forms for the summer
program, which includes music,
dance, and guitar lessons for older
age groups and parents, are avail-
able at Starbucks and the lobbies
of 555 and 625 Main Street and 10
River Road. But leaflets and ads
are expensive, the posters that have
been put up on Main Street have
largely been torn down, and the
trickle of available cash needs to go
toward sprucing up the physical
space, laying in supplies, and pay-
ing the salaries of the seven or so new
teachers on staff for summer and fall.

Leopold is a former Island kid
herself: she moved here with her
family in 1976, then moved back
here again when she was grown
with children. She also runs the
non-profit Midtown Pregnancy
Support Center in Manhattan. In
her 15 years of experience with
non-profit organizations, Leopold
has seen how easily such organi-
zations can founder due to lack of
funds and the burn-out factor in-
herent in a volunteer workforce.
(She hopes someday that Island
Kids will be able to pay her a sti-
pend.)

But she says she’s dedicated to
helping breathe new life into some-
thing she sees as essential for the
Island.

“This was a great place to grow
up. I went to school on the Island,
and I have a real attachment per-
sonally to the community,” she
says. “Island Kids adds to the great
things the Island has to offer. It
provides an opportunity for people
who’ve been here a long time, and
also for people moving here from
Manhattan who are used to conve-
nience and having things at their
fingertips. They don’t have to run
into the City to go to Gymboree,
which charges double what we do.
And this adds to that small-town
feeling.”

As an insider, Leopold is also
sensitive to the subtleties of the
local scene. For instance, although
her summer program offers belly-
dancing, African dance, aerobics,
and yoga, she is determined that the
fall schedule not compete with or
undermine the (mostly dance)
classes offered by the neighboring
Main Street Theater & Dance Alli-
ance, which welcomes children
starting at age 2 ½.

In any case, her fall schedule
isn’t yet set in stone. Plans are for
playgroups in Spanish, bilingual
music classes, “creative play,” and

Island Kids from page 1

Growing, Orphans International Brings New
Staffers to the City for Orientation and, Well... Fun

cooking classes for children 5 and
up. The cooking classes will be
taught by a former food editor of
Woman’s Day Magazine who al-
ready has her eye on knocking
down the wall that separates the
kitchen from the main room, and
also, it seems, walls off her dream
of a grand teaching kitchen.  Other
classes include a mother-daughter
book club, and a workshop devoted
to making a gingerbread house.

In the beginning, Island Kids
was “a group of parents who just
wanted to socialize, who wanted to
get together with other mothers and
have their kids play with each
other. It was a way to build com-
munity. Basically, it was a
parenting playgroup,” says
Leopold.

She feels this paved the way for
an Island Kids that evolves with
community needs, where parents
and teens can take yoga together
(such a class is already on the sum-
mer schedule), and where there
will be a group solely for fathers
with their babies – a far cry from a
mere six years ago, when The Main
Street WIRE noted the Big News
that Island Kids had its first stay-
at-home dad show up; the former
construction worker created a big
stir.

One thing Island Kids will not
have is quiet. Leopold interrupts

the interview, cocks her head to
one side, and registers that concern
common to all mothers: “It’s a little
too quiet.” She runs to check on
her daughter and playmate Anika.
“Girls? Girls?” There’s a rising
note of panic in Leopold’s voice,
then … “Oh, okay. You’re okay.”

Now, boys and girls, it’s time for
the part of the day we all love,
when the WIRE reporter attempts
to take a photo of two little girls
happily at play on a blue-and-yel-
low plastic slide. Kristin climbs to
the top, her gorgeous eyes big and
trusting, her pretty face framed just
so, and … bursts into tears.

“No picture! No!” she frets.
“Wouldn’t you like a nice pic-

ture of you in the newspaper?” ca-
joles the reporter.

“No!” A siren-like sound of dis-
tress emerges that is likely to alarm
pedestrians on Main Street.

Anyway, Anika is anxious to be
photographed. She poses perfectly
… for a millisecond. Then she runs
off to her next appointment with a
pink, stuffed thing that was once
an identifiable animal.

There are no usable photos to be
had today, but then, the all-new
Island Kids is still in its infancy.
You have to give it time.

For more information on the Is-
land Kids summer program, call
Nikki Leopold at 212-317-1216.

ing.
Committed to OI’s mission of raising global citizens, the

new staff is already working hard.  Coupled with their “vol-
unteer” status, this leaves little room economically to see
the “lighter side” of New York City – thus the premise of

Live NYC.  If you are interested in showing these four young
men around your neck of the woods, or want to take them
out for a night on the town to show them NYC at its best,
please call Javier or Alicia in the Orphans International
Worldwide office at 212-755-7285, or e-mail OI at
info@oiww.org.

OI also hosted a fundraiser at the United Nations last week,
attracting nearly 300 people, including many Roosevelt Is-
landers, in support of OI’s mission in Gonaives, Haiti.  The
fundraiser was held to raise $10,000 for the purchase of
land for the Haiti project so that the twelve children cur-
rently being provided for may be relocated to a permanent
campus that can be updated to suit the needs of the chil-
dren.

The next event will be OI’s World Congress III held on
Saturday, July 8th on the campus of Columbia University.
The annual congress is a gathering of OI stakeholders, sup-
porters, and staff from around the world with the purpose
of providing an annual update throughout OI Worldwide
and creating a clear and cohesive vision for the coming year
with input from all in attendance.  Food will be provided by
Air France, and a reception at the OI office on Roosevelt
Island will follow.  Tickets are $20, and all are welcome.
For more information or to reserve your spot at the con-
gress, please contact the OI office at 212-755-7285.

Orphans International Founder Jim Luce of Roosevelt
Island with the Haitian Ambassador to the United Nations,
Leo Méorés.

Photo:  Jami Bernard
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by Mary Camper-Titsingh
Carole Kennedy is back on Roosevelt Island.  She’s

returned from 27 months of service with the Peace
Corps in independent democratic Ukraine.  She says
the Orange Revolution, which took place during her
stay in the former constituent republic of the Soviet
Union, was the most dramatic and exciting highlight
of that period.

Ukraine’s 2004 presidential election was declared
null and void by the country’s Supreme Court and a
run-off election was mandated.  The incumbent prime

minister’s “Blue” party was accused of foul play, vote
rigging and intimidation.  The opposition “Orange”
party’s candidate, Victor Yushenko, ran on a platform
favoring a turn to the West and joining the European
Union. He won the run-off election.

Though Peace Corps members were not allowed to
make comments one way or the other and were re-
quired to be in by dark, Kennedy found the street
demonstrations “spectacular and generally non-vio-
lent.  People wore orange ribbons and tied them on
door knobs, lamp posts, and tree branches.  There was
great pressure to vote.  The run-off elections were
seen as an opportunity to make a democratic choice
after years of Russian domination.”

The town where Kennedy was stationed after sev-
eral months of training and learning to speak “sur-
vival Russian” was Poltava, an industrial center in a

rich agricultural region of east-central Ukraine.  It was
also one of the principal centers of Ukrainian litera-
ture and the home of Nikolai Gogol, the renowned
novelist and playwright.

As the retired president of a wholesale costume jew-
elry business in NYC, Kennedy was uniquely quali-
fied to train small entrepreneurs.  She was assigned
to an organization that went to small villages and
towns to inform their mayors and entrepreneurs what
their legal rights and responsibilities are. Encourage-
ment was especially provided for small business own-
ers who are women.

The Peace Corps also provided her with grant
money for workshops on human trafficking, a very
serious problem for the one in five Ukrainians, espe-
cially young women, who work outside the country.
With another grant Kennedy established an organi-
zation to care for orphans.

“Our tax money that supports the Peace Corps and
USAID is money well spent and carefully monitored,”
she said. “There are no fifty-dollar hammers.  Expen-
ditures are stringent and documented. I was very, very
impressed; our government is doing a spectacular job
and is training Ukrainians to carry on when the Peace
Corps leaves.”

After retiring from her business in 2002, she fol-
lowed a friend’s suggestion that she take a look at the
Peace Corps application available on the Internet.  She
was chosen even though only six percent of Peace
Corps applicants over the age of 30, mostly teachers,
are accepted.  Her experience developing a small busi-
ness was just right for the Peace Corps’ work in as-
sisting and developing small business entrepreneurs.

She lived alone in a pleasant, though small, apart-
ment in Poltava and shopped at nearby open markets.
She attended two or three symphony concerts each
week and enjoyed the beautiful choral singing, a spe-
cialty in Ukraine.

She found the people of Poltava very polite.  “The
people in Ukraine killed me with kindness,” she said.
All through her 27 months stay, she indulged her
wanderlust, traveling, mostly by train or bus, during
the 48 days of vacation allotted.  She visited Kiev,
Lvov, Yalta, Odessa on the Black Sea, and also went
to Egypt, Poland and Turkey.

“It was a great experience,” she says.

Back from Ukraine and 27
Months in the Peace Corps,
She Saw Peaceful Revolution

Carole Kennedy in her office, PolBi Center for Small Business, in Poltava, Ukraine.

Ruth Kolins

In fact, Pataki’s office cited the new authorities law in explaining the
Governor’s concerns about the bill.

Pataki spokeswoman Lynn Krogh said authority board members are
not supposed to have “self-interest” in the matters they oversee.  If RIOC
Board members live on the Island, “it would clearly be a self-interest
problem,” she said.

Grannis and State Senator José M. Serrano, the other sponsor of the
self-governance bill, called that argument illogical and inconsistent.

“I can understand if it’s a business person looking to make money off
a particular deal,” Serrano said of the self-interest argument. “The only
interest they (RIOC Board members) would have is the greater good of
the Island and to have proper representation of the Island.”

And Grannis pointed out that under current law, the majority of Board
members must be Island residents.

“The difference is they (current Board members) are [now] hand-
picked by the Governor instead of being chosen by the people who live
there” as would be the case under the self-governance plan, Grannis
said.  “We’re just changing how the selection process works for the
people who sit on this board.”

Grannis contended Pataki didn’t adhere to principles espoused by the
Commission on Public Authorities Reform headed by lawyer Ira Millstein
when the Governor renominated Joseph Strasburg, a lobbyist for land-
lords and developers, to chair the State of New York Mortgage Agency,
whose mission is to provide affordable housing.

“It seems to me that a board made up of parties whose lives are at
stake is totally appropriate” for RIOC, Grannis said.  “If there are tech-
nical problems, we would be prepared to negotiate those with the gover-
nor.”

Aides to State Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno, a Republican
from Rensselaer, said boards such as RIOC’s are normally appointed,
rather than elected, and said they didn’t see strong advocacy for the bill
as the 2006 session came to a close.

“I don’t know what they consider to be advocacy,” said Serrano, who,
as a member of the political minority in the Senate, has a much tougher
time winning approval for bills than do majority Republicans.  “It is a
good bill and the hope is that that would be enough to warrant bills
going forward.  When I was on the City Council, we didn’t have to do
this back room lobbying to get bills to move forward, but we don’t see
that level of reform going on in the State Senate.  Joe Bruno and others
in the Senate understand how important this is to my constituents.”

Whatever the reason the bill failed, both Grannis and Serrano expressed
the hope that Pataki’s decision not to seek a fourth term this year will
give the bill new life in 2007.

“My hope is next year, when we have a new governor, we won’t see
the kind of resistance to do what’s in the best interests of the residents of
Roosevelt Island,” Serrano said.

Grannis said the bill now is “in its proper form and it lays the ground-
work for the next administration to determine whether or not it’s appro-
priate to turn the Island and its destiny to a RIOC Board made up of
residents of the Island.”

Among other things, Grannis noted, the latest version of the bill does
not call on the State to fund capital work needed on the Island, as previ-
ous incarnations had.  The latest bill authorizes RIOC to borrow money
to pay for the work, and Grannis said that change comports with the
new public authorities law.

Grannis acknowledged that State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer, the front-
runner in the race for governor, has not tipped his hand on the self-gover-
nance issue at events at which Island residents have asked his opinion.

But Grannis called the matter “a micromanagement item on the agenda
of someone running a statewide campaign.  It’s something to talk about
after inauguration day.”

As for the Tram repair money, Grannis said the Senate insisted the
$15 million not be included in the budget cleanup bill and that the As-
sembly went along so as not to hold up the deal.  Bruno’s office denied
this, saying the budget bill was passed as Pataki sent it up.

“It seems to me very petty on their part,” Grannis said of the Senate.
“I was surprised.  I think everyone was surprised.”

Albany from page 1

Ruth Kolins died Friday, June 16, just thirty days short of
her 85th birthday.  She was a highly involved Islander, active
in RISA, the Roosevelt Island Senior Association.  She served
on the RISA Board, and was active on the Eastwood Build-
ing Committee.

She was an inspector for the Board of Elections, working
at the Roosevelt Island polls for many years.

During her working life, she was an accountant.
She leaves two sons, Allan Kolins and Bruce Kolins.
A memorial service was held last week.  In her honor, the

Eastwood Building Committee made arrangements to have
three trees planted in Israel in her name, and in memory of
her work ethic on behalf of her fellow Eastwood residents.

Condolences can be sent to the family c/o Kolins, 560 Main
Street, apartment 484.

Nurses, many now in their 80s and 90s, returned to the restored
Octagon recently at the invitation of developer Bruce Becker, and
restaged an historic 1942 Christmas photo (inset).  They had been
students of the Metropolitan School of Nursing, which graduated
its last class in 1958.

Nurses
Return
to
Octagon
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For most of us,
how did it begin?
It began with an adventurous ancestor –
someone who saw the promise of America,
and had the self-confidence and daring to
strike out in a new land, believing in himself
and the dream of freedom.

“This beautifully written, meticulously researched work is a
must-read... for all who are interested in learning about the chal-
lenges and joys of the trans-Atlantic crossing made by millions
of European immigrants in the late nineteenth century.

“Richard and Aloysius Lutz have written a compelling tale
about the hardships encountered by a group of poor Polish im-
migrants, viewed through the eyes of newlyweds Paul and
Jadwiga Adamik.  Readers are introduced to Poles and Polish
folklore from several regions of then-partitioned Poland, as well
as the tensions that existed between Poles and the three nations
that occupied Poland in the nineteenth century: Prussia, Russia,
and Austria.

“This work of historical fiction will resonate with readers
whose ancestors, three or four generations ago, made the same
difficult decision to uproot their families from their familiar sur-
roundings in Europe in order to secure a better life in America.
Their stories about their emigration from the Old World, often
carefully passed down from generation to generation, have been
woven into the fabric of Jadwiga’s Crossing.

“For many Americans today, the story of Paul and Jadwiga
Adamik’s crossing offers a fresh look at the courage of, and
sacrifices made by, their grandparents and great-grandparents
over 140 years ago.  Jadwiga’s Crossing offers masterful
storytelling – a riveting journey into the past.”

Dr. Deborah Anders Silverman
Author, Polish-American Folklore

On the web:  JadwigasCrossing.com
On the Island, also available at WeAreOne, 599 Main Street

It Happened on the Island...

The USDA removed two trees at the east edge of Capobianco
Field because they were infested with the Asian Longhorned
beetle; each tree was believed to be at least 50 years old.

The Residents Association netted $1,400 in a Greek Wine-
Tasting (and dancing!) event at Gallery RIVAA.

Photos:  Vicki Feinmel
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Island Arts Music Center Recital:  These piano students all played a piano recital two
weeks ago, capping the school’s third year.  Front Row – Alessandro Cartegni, Melina
Sanchez, Kevin Zhang; second row – Gaia Niv, Alexander Satloff, Omar Shah, Jordan
Johnston, Luke Kruger-Aimone, Munin Streitz; third row – Naomi Loff, Marvin Matias, Olivier
Streitz, Jonathan Geisinger, Tamara Cameo; back row – Robin Russell (teacher & school
director) Welly Ekoumilong, Michael Chen.  The school (212-929-8343) also offers instruction
in guitar, drums, trumpet, violin, cello, saxophone, clarinet, flute, and (starting in September)
voice.

Tennis Winners:  Participants in the New York Junior Tennis League (NYJTL) Spring program
display the medals they won last week at the Manhattan Borough Championships, and
certificates for League participation.  Back row, left to right – Coach Alex Kornhuber; Jonathan
Reese, Manhattan Borough Winner, Boys Doubles, 14 and under; Robert Gallagher,
Manhattan Borough Winner, Boys, 18 and under; Elia Dewu, co-recipient of Most Improved
Player Award; Sean Doyle, Sportsmanship Award; Site Director Joyce Mincheff.  Front row
– Colleen Doyle, Manhattan Borough Winner, Doubles, 12 and under; Shiobhan Doyle, co-
recipient of Most Improved Player Award; Erin Doyle, Manhattan Borough Winner, Girls, #2
Singles, 12 and under.  Missing: Jordan Campbell, Manhattan Borough Winner, Boys
Doubles, 14 and under.  The NYJTL Free Summer program for children will continue through
August at the Octagon Park courts, beginning Wednesday, July 5, 1-4 p.m. for children
aged 8 to 18. There’s a Pee-Wee hour every Wednesday, 3-4 p.m., for kids 5 to 7.  The
NYJTL program is supported by City Council Member Jessica Lappin and the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation.  To join us, just register at the site.  Equipment is supplied.

Winners All!  Music and Sports for Kids on the Island

Roosevelt Island news and history, and more:
Website NYC10044 on the web at nyc10044.com.

And for e-mail bulletins, send an AddMe message to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

The New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
wants substantially more of Octagon
Park for the site of City Water Tunnel
No. 3.  The purpose is to increase the
security of the site and the water tun-
nel beneath it.

In the plan presented Thursday to the
Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation (RIOC),
DEP projects increasing the portion of
the park it would control nine-fold,
from 7,000 square feet to 65,000
square feet.  Other easements bring the
total to 114,000 square feet.  The area,
shown outlined in red, is to be fenced,
with 24-hour security against terrorist
access to the shaft, designated 15B,
that services the tunnel.

In the RIOC meeting, it was also re-
vealed that the tunnel site will be used
for chlorination, with trucks deliver-
ing a liquid chlorine supply over Is-
land roads at least twice a week.  Resi-
dent Board member Michael
Shinozaki raised questions about
safety concerns in transporting the sub-
stance, which is highly toxic in con-
centration.  Other resident Board mem-
bers, including David Kraut, asked,
“What does the Island get in return?”
One suggestion, supported by Deborah
Beck, was for help with landscaping
or other needs at Southpoint Park.

Access for the chlorine trucks and
other service equipment would appar-
ently require retention of the service
road immediately west of the Octagon
Park Apartments, an area where Octa-
gon construction plans anticipated re-
moving the road in favor of increas-
ing available parkland.  The plan also
calls for additional roads connecting
to Main Street, including one between
the existing baseball field and tennis
courts.

No action was taken on the matter,
but RIOC is to meet with DEP person-
nel to determine in detail exactly what
is required for the security plan, and
to negotiate a revision of the plan set
forth in a 1999 memorandum of un-
derstanding.

Water Tunnel Security to Require More of Octagon Park

City Water Tunnel #4
Queens-Brooklyn Branch

(under construction)

Queens

Brooklyn

Shaft 15B
(Roosevelt

Island) Under 1999 agreement, the Water
Tunnel site would have had 7,000

square feet fenced (red outline, right);
the new DEP request calls for fencing

65,000 square feet, as shown by the red
outline in the larger diagram above.

Church

Octagon Apartments

West shore

East shore

S

N



10 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 1, 2006

Open Mon. + Wed.-Thur.-Fri.-Sat., 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8:00; Sun., noon-3:00
Closed Mon.-Sat., 1:30-4:30; closed Tuesdays

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available • Home visits

• Divorce & Family Law
• Personal Injury Law
• Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22nd Floor, #8028

New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 • Cell 917-539-6415

• Wills, Trusts, & Estates
• Real Estate:  Closings
• Business Law

• Pick-up & Drop-off
• Same-Day Service
• Dry Cleaner
$.80 per pound
FREE DELIVERY

23-04 36th Av., LIC • 718-937-8796
Mon.-Sat. 7am-10pm, Sun. 7am-6pm

letter of the law, it doesn’t increase the stock
of affordable housing available to Roosevelt
Islanders and other New Yorkers.  Wasn’t
that the spirit of the GDP when it was writ-
ten?  And when will the remainder of the
required affordable units appear and in what
guise?  I fear another low-income ghettoiza-
tion such as the Manhattan Park/2-4 River
Road solution that isolated low-income and
senior tenants from the rest of the 10-40
River Road population.

Octagon Apartments also were to include
20 percent lower-cost housing.  The reality
is 100 units slightly below fair-market prices
and with income requirements that have
eliminated many middle-class families from
considering those apartments.  Our elected
officials (especially Mayor Bloomberg, who
amended the GDP to allow 500 units of
housing to be built on parkland) have truly
failed us by not requiring Roosevelt Island
to maintain its economic diversity and to live
up to the provisions of the GDP.

Further, as the population of the Island
approaches and then, exceeds the limits for
this Island community to encompass, how
will we commute to Manhattan?  It was the
responsibility of the developers of
Southtown and the Octagon Apartments to
consider this factor in the Environmental
Impact Statements (EIS) required to com-
mence residential construction.  David
Kramer of the Hudson Companies, Inc., was
quoted in the last WIRE, stating, “We really
haven’t been involved with the Transit Au-

RIRA from page 3

Unfortunately, slowly but surely, the dis-
ease progressed.  Toni was falling, and then
not even the crutches were enough.  For the
last seven years, she has been forced to use
a wheelchair.  “Everybody was telling me
to accept it, but I can’t.  I am not miserable,
but I am always looking for possibilities.  I
tried diets, physiotherapy – everything but
the so-called ABC drugs (Avonex,
Betaseron, Copaxone), because they cost
more than $10,000 a year and all they do is
delay the progression.”

Finally, it was a documentary about Chris-
topher Reeve that gave her the hope she
needed.  In many countries, stem-cell
therapy is already a reality, and Toni found
a doctor in India who already has four MS
patients and can do the therapy for a frac-
tion of the cost charged by clinics in Europe.
So, in December, she will leave for New
Delhi with her mother, a friend, and a health
aide.  The treatment will last three months,
and she will have a stem-cell injection ev-
ery day.  “A doctor in Mexico now does it
with a single injection of 1,500,000 stem cells,
but my doctor cannot do that,’’ she explains.

For herself, Toni needs very little.  Her

Spottswood from page 1

ated by the first building, “You’ll get used to it.”  Indeed, when I point this out to some
Island residents they ask me “what 17-story wall?” which goes to show that Ryan was
right: many people not only get used to whatever is built around them but some don’t even
care or lack the imagination to even think there can be an alternative.  But, our Committee
of residents believe that neither RIOC nor the developers should be allowed to forget that
they had one of the most unique opportunities in this City to create a beautiful integrated
small town along the 19-acre waterfront site from the Tram to Northtown, with a six-acre
park, and instead, due to their greed and ultimately RIOC’s view that just about “anything”
is better than leaving the Southtown site as is, the developers got away with dividing the
site into two parts and physically separating the two communities.

Incidentally, while patting themselves on the back for their “stunning success,” it should
be noted that the developers call their creation “Riverwalk;” indeed, in their sales bro-
chures and the model in their onsite sales office you would never know there was any other
community on this Island.  They will make their “bucks” (and RIOC will get its share), but
in our view, neither served this Island well.  If anyone thinks Southtown is a “stunning
success story,” they simply mean it has and will make money for the developers, not that it
has been designed well to serve the entire community or future generations.

Robert Chira

The writer, a long time resident and Manhattan attorney, was counsel to the Alternative
Southtown Design Committee, which fully supported the development of Southtown but in
a different way.

thority on the issue of the frequency of the
F train.  As developers, we can only control
or try to impact so much of the world.”  In
fact, the developers of both projects each
issued an EIS stating that the infusion of new
residents would not adversely impact our
transportation needs.  Anyone ridden the F
train during the morning commute lately?
Should RIOC be so foolish as to seriously
consider a new residential complex at
Southpoint Park, the question will remain:
Will they have to swim to Manhattan in or-
der to get to work on time?

And finally, the latest iteration of the self-
governance bill that would allow us to elect
the RIOC Board that runs our lives and that
would then hire a seasoned community man-
ager to be the hands-on administrator:  We
hear it was killed by State Senate Majority
Leader, Joe Bruno, who accommodated our
patronage-prone Governor by preventing it
from reaching the Senate floor for a vote.  I
thought this version really had legs and I’m
sick of upstate Republicans sticking it to
New York City in general and Roosevelt Is-
land in particular.  Electing a Democratic
Senate and Governor should be our highest
priority.

Now that I’ve gotten all that off my chest
I feel much better.  This is a wonderful place
to live and the more we Island veterans get
to determine our future the better it will be.
Support the Residents Association whenever
you can; you’re simply supporting your own
interests.  Have a swell summer!

To the Editor:
I need to bring to your attention another issue concerning me and fellow Island House

residents.
Almost every other night, at midnight or past midnight, the courtyard inside Island House

gets full of very noisy people (usually teens and young adults) who scream, shout, play
loud music, and are disturbing residents trying to sleep.

I am already a regular at the Public Safety office, because I always call them and ask
them to remove those disturbing individuals.

I know that this bothers a lot more people than me, because once the Public Safety
officer told me that somebody else called ahead of me and they already sent somebody out
there.  The problem is that the slow-moving officer who gets dispatched to the scene does
nothing other than ask those people to leave.  Usually they do, but next night they are back.

While Public Safety has no problem issuing parking violation tickets, they seem to have
a problem in issuing some sort of tickets/penalties to those noisy people, so they can (hope-
fully) learn something and stop behaving like animals in the middle of the night.

Mircea Nicolescu

Editor’s note:  The writer reported that RIOC President Herb Berman assured him that
Public Safety Director James Fry would make the Island House courtyard a “post” for his
officers.

Letters from page 2

kids, her former husband, and the many
friends she has on Roosevelt Island are all
very supportive; her mother is helping with
expenses.  But all this is not enough.  And
that is the reason why she will also be tak-
ing along Randeep Kumar, a young movie
director whose documentary, The Light of
Khiwa, was selected at the South Asian in-
ternational Film Festival.  With his camera,
Randeep will shoot the treatment and her
progress step by step.

“The movie will cost a lot – about
$162,000, but Randeep has agreed to be paid
when we collect the money,” Toni explains.
Right now, this is her job.  On July 13, there
will be a fundraiser at Gallery RIVAA fea-
turing Krithika Rajagopalan, a classical In-
dian dancer, and the Urdu poet Roshan
Pukhraj.  “I sent out hundreds of invitations
and I am already receiving the first contri-
butions.  I have wonderful friends on the
Island who are helping me to put the invita-
tions in the envelopes,” she says.

In the future, there will be another step.
“I want to create a website and collect money
to help other people with MS.  I want them
to know that they have an option.”

Two great Roosevelt Island
color postcards
See Classifieds
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212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

We miss it, too.

See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Order for Delivery or Take-Out
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663
Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil.  We serve brown rice.  All dishes can be altered to

your liking.  Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
609 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

Preparation classes for the entrance examination for
STUYVESANT, BRONX SCIENCE,

AND BROOKLYN TECH

Summer course
begins August 7th

(the summer course meets 7 times in
August and three times in October)

Fall courses begin
September 5th, 6th, or 7th

Ten 3-hour classes

A progress report is
sent home to parents each week

6 complete practice
exams provided

Test-taking techniques taught

GRF TEST PREPARATION CLASSES

Cost: $795
Call: Richard Geller – 212-864-1100
Barry Feldman – 201-461-3591
Ken Rosenstein – 845-783-1735
or e-mail us for a brochure:
GRFTestPrep@aol.com

B A R  A N D  R E S T A U R A N T
Featuring Northern Italian and Southern French

Innovative cuisine... artfully presented
Unique Spot for Gourmet Dining

Meli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.  Spectacular array of freshMeli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.  Spectacular array of freshMeli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.  Spectacular array of freshMeli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.  Spectacular array of freshMeli Melo turns out some of the city’s most creative fare.  Spectacular array of fresh
seafood and pasta dishes.seafood and pasta dishes.seafood and pasta dishes.seafood and pasta dishes.seafood and pasta dishes.

We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.We offer the best Black Angus steaks and chops for the carnivores.
Featuring tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a traditional FrenchFeaturing tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a traditional FrenchFeaturing tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a traditional FrenchFeaturing tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a traditional FrenchFeaturing tantalizing appetizer and main courses, prepared in a traditional French

style mixed with Northern Italian.style mixed with Northern Italian.style mixed with Northern Italian.style mixed with Northern Italian.style mixed with Northern Italian.
Dessert is not to be missed.Dessert is not to be missed.Dessert is not to be missed.Dessert is not to be missed.Dessert is not to be missed.

www.MeliMeloRestaurant.com

212 686-5551   Fax:  212-683-3729
110 Madison Avenue (29-30 Streets)

From the Tram, take the M32 on 60th Street (down 5th Avenue to 30th)
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Full text:
RIRA Common Council Letter to Elliot Spitzer
Dear Mr. Spitzer,

As you know, Roosevelt Island has been a severe casualty of the Pataki administration’s
incompetence and indifference toward this State-controlled community.  We are confident
that, if elected, you will take far greater care that this bold and unique experiment in com-
munity planning is put back on the proper track.  Toward this goal, we of the Residents
Association (RIRA), a body elected by all voting-age residents of the Island, request that
you consider and enact the following proposals, very early in your term of office.

1)  Immediate replacement of the current resident Board members with individu-
als democratically elected by Island residents.

Most of the problems that have been visited upon this community over the past twelve
years can be attributed to poor decision-making and a literal rubber-stamping of Pataki’s
wishes by a Board of Directors hand-picked by the Governor.  These individuals are charged
with overseeing the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), which completely
controls the Island.  Although we have had excellent representation by our State Assem-
blyman, Pete Grannis, and on the City Council by Gifford Miller, and now Jessica Lappin,
RIOC has chosen to ignore their offers of financial aid or requests.  Members of the board
have publicly identified their role as “essentially a real-estate marketing operation.”  We
have real issues on this Island and most of these board members have neither the desire nor
the ability to properly perform this vital role.

Current legislation requires that nine people serve on the Board – two are appointed by
the Mayor, two are representatives from the Division of Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) / Budget office, and the remaining five are appointed by the Governor, of whom
at least four must be residents of the Island.

Our main request to you is to permit the selection of all Board members who are not ex-
officio to be made through democratic elections by resident voters.  This will insure that
Board members perform their jobs competently, and that they fulfill the needs of those
they serve, or they won’t be re-elected.

Thanks to giveaways of open space to developers, we have a budget crunch.  We believe
that we deserve the same rights as citizens anywhere else in this country to pick the repre-

have been alarmed by recent RIOC moves
toward possible construction of additional
apartment complexes beyond Southtown
buildings 5 through 9, which have already
been approved in a deal with the Related
Companies and the Hudson Companies,
which are now building the fourth of nine
apartment buildings in the area immediately
north of the Queensboro Bridge.  Earlier this
year, RIOC issued RFIPs (Requests for Ini-
tial Proposals) for land within Southpoint
Park and just south of Lighthouse Park,
which is at the north end of the Island.

“The 500 new apartments at Octagon Park
are not yet half occupied,” said Residents
Association President Steve Marcus, “and

RIRA Letter from page 1
there are over 1,200 apartments coming in
Southtown, and already the F train is filled
to capacity at rush hour.”  Marcus and the
elected members of the RIRA Common
Council have called for an updating of the
master plan for Roosevelt Island as a pre-
condition for any further development.
“RIOC has found ways to circumvent and
violate the terms of the General Develop-
ment Plan, and the result has been opportu-
nistic development without the necessary
planning.  This is a narrow Island, already
over-trafficked, already unable to meet the
transportation needs of residents.”  Marcus
says that the letter to Spitzer is an effort to
rein in “haphazard development.”

sentatives who will allocate our scarce resources and recommend the sacrifices we must
make.  The current Board did nothing when our Tram failed last September and, as a result,
it failed again in April and is still not operating.  We are sure that an elected board would
have had an active oversight role in this area as well as all the vital services that residents
depend on RIOC to perform – such as making the Public Safety Department effective and
truly useful, ending the warehousing of commercial spaces, consulting with traffic experts
to ease the flow of traffic, optimizing our local bus service, conducting serious discussions
with NYPIRG officials who have offered to upgrade our power plant, and establishing an
effective program of street and sidewalk light maintenance.

These are just a few of the areas that have been either ignored or bungled by Pataki
appointees that can be quickly remedied by a board and management that is capable and
motivated.

2)  Immediate moratorium on all development, and resident approval of leasing
and sales efforts until you have filled positions on the RIOC Board.

Virtually every decision made by RIOC in that last twelve years has been beneficial to
outside interests and harmful to the residents.  The Residents Association has participated
in suits to stop two disastrous development contracts that gave land (in one case parkland)
almost free of charge to real-estate developers.  Additional plans currently include the
development of one-third of Southpoint Park – one of the last remaining parcels of open
space on the Island.

We have no zoning regulations on Roosevelt Island, but we do have a General Develop-
ment Plan (GDP), created in 1969, which was meant to provide legal protection from
overdevelopment.   However, RIOC has been successful in getting the Mayor’s approval
to amend the GDP when it chose to violate the spirit of the original plan.  (Your office is
well aware of this – they were extremely helpful in our lawsuit to protect our open space.)

We request that you order an immediate cessation of all of RIOC’s plans to further de-
velop or sell off assets.  Additional initiatives should be promoted only after a comprehen-
sive review of the Island’s needs, via a RIOC Board, elected by, and in consultation with,
the residents it serves.

The expiration of Mitchell-Lama contracts represents another major problem for the
Island.  Tenants in these buildings are faced with two alternatives – either the landlords
privatize and raise the rents to market rates, or the tenants purchase their buildings and
form a co-op.  RIOC can play a vital role in offering ground-lease terms that favor tenant
ownership, but it has not chosen to do so.  Your swift intervention into this process would
permit many hundreds of families from being priced out of their homes and would help
protect middle income housing in New York City.

3)  Support for legislation to insure that Island affairs continue to be managed with
substantial resident control.

While we are confident that you will manage Roosevelt Island with fairness and compe-
tence, as residents, we would like some legislative reinforcement to keep future adminis-
trations from using this community as a dumping ground for lucrative patronage positions.

Several times in the past, Assemblyman Pete Grannis has introduced legislation that
details procedures for formal elections to RIOC Board membership.  If such an elected
Board were able to select the RIOC President, we would not have the disgraceful parade of
hacks and cronies that have served the Island so badly over the past dozen years.

For this reason, we request that you promise to support legislation that will protect our
community during harder times, and put us back on the democratic map of the U.S.A.

Mr. Spitzer, we are very pleased that you have agreed to visit our beleaguered little
Island during your summer campaign.  We respectfully offer these proposals as a basis for
talking points during your visit.

Yours truly,
The Roosevelt Island Residents Association

City Parks Department Plan for Tramway Plaza
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Shown above is the schematic diagram of the ground level of Tramway Plaza, as announced in a
morning press conference on Thursday.  The Plaza will be rebuilt by the City Parks Department
with new planting beds, fences, shrubs, and trees, pavement, security lighting, and a water supply
and draining system.  It’s a $779,000 plan, with all but $11,000 coming from Solow Development,
which has plans for adjacent land.  The City is providing the $11,000 portion.

Want to help with The Main Street WIRE?
The WIRE constantly has positions open for residents interested in helping to bring the news to fellow

Roosevelt Islanders.  Volunteers distribute the newspaper in the Island’s apartment buildings.  Writers and
photographers supply content.  On WIRE Fridays, there’s a genial stuffing session to assemble the paper

and its inserts.  Interested in helping?  Call The WIRE at 212-826-9055 or e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.



Parisi Bros.
Bakery, Inc.
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OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $30 • LGA $15 • Newark $62+tolls

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
You have financial questions???

We have financial answers!!!
• Financial Planning – Retirement, College Funding, etc.
• Insurance – Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care
• Investments  –  Securities offered thru Genworth Financial

Securities Corp., Member NASD/SIPC
• Mortgages  – Registered mortgage broker – NYS Banking

Department loans arranged through third-party
providers – We represent over 40 banks

• Real Estate – Purchase, rentals, sales, & property management
• Tax Preparation – Tax reduction planning

212-644-8231
Webpage:  Accountfin.com

E-mail:  generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island

Parisi Bros.
Bakery, Inc.

• All baking on premises •
• French & Italian Bread baked all day •

• Fresh home-made pies •
• Large selection of cookies •

30-17 Broadway
Astoria, NY 11106

718-728-5282
Open 7 Days, 6AM-8:30PM

Island Flowers, Ltd.
568 Main Street
Full-service florist for all your floral needs,
serving our community for over 18 years.
We always have the largest selection of
cut flowers, a large variety and many sizes
of green and blooming plants and more.
Elegant designs for all occasions.
We deliver nationwide and worldwide.

800-794-7768
212-752-5545
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday



BRAND-NEW GEL-LITE III MATTRESS OVERLAY – for sale.  Twin-size (35x79),
water-repellent, 3 inches thick.  Made of gel & foam for ultimate comfort, support,
and prevention of bed sores.  Sells for $350; asking $150 or best offer.  (Never out
of box.)  Call 212-832-3456.
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER, Handyman, and Painter.  Island resident who does
it all!  Fully insured.  Visit www.1steporganizing.com for information and to see
pictures.  Contact Steve through website or call 212- 486-0627.
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
BABYSITTER OR CARE OF ELDERLY – Mature, responsible, certified nurses
aide, speaks English/French.  Call 212-644-8185.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.
HEBREW SCHOOL on Roosevelt Island!  First semester began January, 2006.
K-4th grade.  For more information, and to register, e-mail eserf0123@yahoo.com.
AVON!  FULLER BRUSH / Stanley Products.  Buy or sell.
www.clickandshopusa.com, clickandshopusa@hotmail.com.
WWW.MEGASHOPPINGMALLS.NET – The cheap, savvy, and smart shopper
bookmarks and logs on for fast delivery and rock bottom prices.  Log on today!
CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.
DOG SITTER – Will lovingly care for your pet.  Overnight available.  917-912-0704.
MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.
MASSAGE THERAPIST, licensed.  Muscles/joint injury assessment.  Prevention
and rehab.  Deep Tissue Therapeutic Massage.  20 River Road.  Erin Brandt.
917-806-9192.
FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group.  Call 212-355-3848.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days.  212-593-0750.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  212-935-7534.
ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS (standard size) – Rich color Views of Tram
by day & Lighthouse Park at night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.
Check payable to The WIRE to 531 Main Street #413, NYC10044 with address,
phone, e-mail address.  Questions:  212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or credit card
orders.  Proceeds benefit The Main Street WIRE.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.
CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.
MOVING?  –  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into
dollars.

Classified
50¢/word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for Aug. 26 issue:  Tuesday, Aug. 22
Deadline for July 29 issue:  Tuesday, July 25
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Salamis Service Center & Auto Body
718-392-7451

• 10% discount for Roosevelt Island residents
• Free towing for Roosevelt Island residents

• Licensed Inspection Station

Mon.-Fri., 8AM-6PM, Sat. 8AM-4PM (closed Sun.)
Towing is 24/7 – Call anytime

21-15 38th Av., Long Island City

A WINDOW SHADE
that will cut down
on harmful glare
and sunlight that
heats your room
and fades your
furniture, while
MAINTAINING
YOUR VIEW



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the

homebound

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp/school physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

RRRRRooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Felt Island Familamilamilamilamilyyyyy
& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistr& Cosmetic Dentistryyyyy

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness,
and respect for their time at a moderate
dental cost.  Services include Bonding,
Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching,
Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept
toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna, Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Guardian, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 27 years

501 Main Street • 212-752-8722
www.RooseveltIslandDentist.com

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

We are MetLife, Delta Dental, DHA/
First Fortis, and ICS in-network

participants
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ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times
212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network
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10% off through
August 1, 2006

Call for
reservation

Free Delivery to
Roosevelt Island


