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Paul Katz
Spring is coming. The proof is in these flowers in Southtown.

With Eastwood Sale and

Steven Shane on Agenda,
RIOC to Meet Thursday

News Analysis by Dick Lutz

Roosevelt Islanders will get a
new cast of management charac-
ters when the Board of Directors
of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation meets Thursday at
4:00 in Good Shepherd Commu-
nity Center.

Chairing the meeting will be
Deborah vanAmerongen, Gover-
nor Eliot Spitzer's Commissioner
of the State Division of Housing
and Community Renewal
(DHCR). She has a strong hous-
ing background and can be ex-
pected to ably represent DHCR'’s
interests on Roosevelt Island. On
the other hand, Islandersarelikely
to be monitoring her chairing of
RIOC Board meetings, and the ac-
tivities of RIOC itsalf, before mak-
ing a judgment on her abilities to
manage the affairs of aBoard of Di-
rectorsthat is supposed to supervise
the management of acommunity.

Waiting for formal confirmation

Looking for “Clout,” Some Island
Democrats Gather and Form a Club

by Jami Bernard

The fledgling Roosevelt Island
Democratic Club held an “explor-
atory” meeting last week in the
Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter, and what it lacked in numbers
it made up for in spirit. The 16 at-
tendees agreed in principlethat the
time wasright for aclub that, ide-
ally, would devel op enough politi-
cal clout to help choose and elect
Democratic candidates, then hold
them accountable to serve the
Island’s best interests.

“There's only one pot, so every
leader fights for what they want
from that pot,” said Archie Seale,
along-time Islander and owner of

Briefly...

* Four Islanders have been ap-
pointed to Community Board 8.
Patrick Stewart and Dierdre
Bredlin are repeats with appoint-
mentsthrough April, 2008. Nneka
Popeisalso arepeat (April 2009).
Ellen Polivy (April 2009), who
also serves on the Residents Asso-
ciation Common Council, isanew
appointee. She has acommentary
on page 2 of thisissue.

« Jim Luce'sfather hasdied. Jim
isthefounder of Roosevelt Island-
based Orphans International,
and Bonnie Goodman of that or-
ganization isnow raising fundsfor
The Stanford Leonard Luce Home
for Orphans in French-speaking
Togo, West Africa. Contributions
may be sent to Bonnie Goodman,
531 Main Street #1020,
NY C10044, or made by credit card
with a call to the Ol office at
212-755-7285.

* Verdant Power’sRoosevelt | s-
land Tidal Energy (RITE) project
isgetting agood deal of play inthe
local media these days, including

the Grog Shop. Seale instigated
the meeting along with another
old-timer, Deirdre Bredlin, sister of
the columnist Jimmy Breslin and
a board member of the New Vi-
sions Demacratic Club in Queens.

“Believe me, when Jackson

Heights needs books for their li-
brary, they get them,” said Breslin,
pressing the point that the purpose
of poalitical clubsisto get the ears
—and maybe the coattails — of the
powers that be.

See Democrats, page 12

Southtown Gets New
Affordable Apartments

Twenty-five apartments in Southtown building #4 will rent at afford-
able rates, according to an advertisement running in this issue of The
WIRE (page 4). Another 40 will rent at market rates, with all other units
in the new building going to Sloan-Kettering and New York University
for faculty housing, according to David Kramer of Hudson Corpora
tion, which is partnered with The Related Companies in the develop-
ment of Southtown’s nine buildings.

The 25 affordable units include 3 studios at $887 per month, 14 one-
bedroom apartments at $949, and 8 with two bedrooms at $1,142, with
qualifying annual incomes ranging from aminimum of $37,223 for stu-
dios to a maximum $56,720 for a four-person household in a two-bed-
room unit. The ad containsadditional information about income ranges.

The WIRE ad provides an address for securing application materials.
Applications must be postmarked by Sunday, May 20. The ad indicates
that current residents of the area covered by Manhattan Community
Board 8, including Roosevelt I1sland, will receive preferencefor half the
available affordable units, and there are other preferences for municipal
employees and househol ds that include individual s with mobility, hear-
ing, or visual impairments.

The market-rate units become available in May, Kramer said.

agood story Thursday morning by
WNY C’'sBeth Fertig, available on
the station’s website at wnyc.org.
TheWIRE hasreported extensively
on the innovative plan to harness
East River tides, and reports are
available on Website NYC10044 at
nyc10044.com. Verdantisinthe pro-
cessof ingtalingitsinitial six-pack
of turbinesin the east channel next
to Motorgate. (Photo, page 13.)

» The pressis also giving some
attentiontoresidents’ campaign for
direct walking access to the
QueensboroBridgeviaastairway

and elevator, the subject of a re-
cent exchange of letters between
City Councilmember Jessica
Lappin and the City Department of
Transportation (see the March 24
issue of The WIRE, aso available
on Website NYC10044).

» Mark Marcucilli, aformer As-
sistant Director of Housing Man-
agement for DHCR, got ayear in
federal prison for schemesinvolv-
ing attempts to secure Mitchell-
Lama housing for himself and
friends, and to steal fundsintended
for 9/11 victims.

as President of RIOC will be

_Stephfen Shanea;vdho was the surt])- Days since the

ject of an extended interview inthe

March 24issueof TheWIRE. (Its | RIOC Board

on line at nyc10044.com.) Shane has met:

does have a Roosevelt | sland back-

ground though his, too, was from 128

the perspective of DHCR rather .

than from the broader perspective RIOC Board will

of community management. meet Thursday

If matters go according to pre- ]

cedent, the RIOC Board will ap- at 4:00 —

point Shane to the post with a

round of welcomes. (There's an Day 133
See RIOC, page 11

Grannis Confirmed After
Rough Senate Process

by Erik Kriss — WIRE Albany Correspondent

Roosevelt Island’s State assemblymember for more than three decades
took over as the State's top environmental official Thursday, but the
road to Alexander “Pete” Grannis's new job was a bumpy one.

A “Watergate Baby” first elected to represent the Island and
Manhattan’s East Sidein 1974, Grannis became an instant lightning rod
when Gov. Eliot Spitzer nominated him in |late January to become com-
missioner of the State Department of Environmental Conservation.

Gun-rights groups came out in opposition to Grannis, an unabashed
liberal Democrat who staunchly favored gun control during histime as
alegidator.

Sportsmen’sgroups, while remaining neutral on the nomination, voiced
concerns about the Chicago native's sensitivity to their concerns.

Business groups also stayed on the sidelines, but expressed someworry
about a potential “gotcha’ environmental enforcement policy that could
unfairly hurt legitimate New York companies.

But environmentalists practically jumped for joy, citing Grannis' long
record in the Assembly of championing their causes.

Inabluestatelike New York, aconsumer-rights Democrat like Grannis
might expect few roadblocks. But the only remaining bastion of Repub-
lican power in New York, the State Senate, was the one place Grannis

needed approval.
ap See Grannis, page 13

to the Deli, to facilitate facade work. Workers say, “Eight months.” In
response, Trellis proprietor Kaie Razaghi predicts, “Two years.” This
could be the makings of a pool to predict the date it starts coming down.
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The Editorial Page

The Rule of LRVBBER STAMP)

No Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation has yet fulfilled its legal role — coded into New
York State law — with regard to the hiring and firing of the
President of the Corporation.

For a dozen years under Governor George Pataki, the Board
routinely turned its back on its right, power, and responsibil-
ity to seek out and hire a qualified chief executive for the pub-
lic-benefit corporation over which it supposedly exercises ulti-
mate authority.

Pataki first sent an absolute zero named Jerome Blue to
play the role of RIOC President. For three years, Blue ran
roughshod over the Board and over anything resembling a re-
sponsibility to serve the public interest — the interest of the
Roosevelt Island public or the interest of New York State’s
citizens. The Board of Directors of RIOC did nothing about it.
Nothing.

When Blue’s presence finally threatened to become a pu-
trid embarrassment — when he refused repeatedly to be fired
because Senator Al D’Amato would each time veto that idea
on behalf of his old political servant, but when he could no
longer be allowed to conduct operations here in a way that
would surely, ultimately, rise to a level of public and press
notice past the shores of the Island — Pataki pulled him out
and gave him another high-paying State job in which he lasted
about a minute and a half.

Yet for three years, the RIOC Board had tolerated — and
even cooperated in — the Pataki administration’s perversion of
RIOC.

Then Pataki sent Robert H. Ryan. While Blue was an ab-
solute zero on a scale of 1 to 10, Ryan ranged from a one to a
minus one, at times looking good but ultimately going through
an embarrassing public meltdown, screaming, uncontrolled,
before a large audience of Roosevelt Islanders. The adminis-
tration found a reason to fire him. Then, of course, Pataki
made him Assistant Secretary of State.

Then Pataki sent Herbert E. Berman. Had the Board learned

a lesson? No, out came the old [RUBBER STAMP| again.

Next week, the RIOC Board will meet on Thursday at 4:00
and it will surely the better choice of a
new and better Governor, Eliot Spitzer. Taking nothing away
from Spitzer or Steven Shane, we can anticipate that the RIOC
Board will fail totally to observe this State’s and this nation’s
tradition of the rule of law and will , quite
literally, the Governor’s choice for the high-paying ($140,000
a year, anyone?) position of RIOC President.

During the Pataki reign, a hard-working cadre of Roosevelt
Islanders called the Maple Tree Group worked hard to get an
elected RIOC Board for this community, on the theory and hope
that an elected RIOC Board would actually be responsible —
would actually follow the law — would actually find a qualified
community manager and hire her or him. Voters backed that
effort with overwhelming votes, even though a Residents As-
sociation President who was serving on the RIOC Board tried
hard to keep the very question off the ballot. Finally, in the
environment created by the failures he'd already appointed to
the RIOC Presidency, Pataki agreed only to increase the RIOC
Board complement of residents to a majority, still appointed
by him.

There seemed to be reason for a restrained celebration:
Actual residents would finally have the controlling votes on
the Board. That situation obtains today.

In the 128 days we've waiting for a changing of the guard
at RIOC, the RIOC Board has been rendered ineffectual by
the castration of its real-estate committee, which tried to move
forward on resident-ownership plans for Island House and
Westview, and for a Mitchell-Lama exit for Rivercross, but was
told to wait for new personnel to settle in at DHCR. In short,
that committee was summarily stripped of its power, along
with the power for the Board to pass on its recommendations.

Residents now have the controlling votes on the RIOC
Board. They took no timely action against Blue. They took no
timely action to jettison Ryan.

And, next week, the RIOC Board will surely act true to
past form and the Governor’s choice.

OK, let it happen. But then?

Then, we have to hope that this RIOC Board will finally
start to act responsibly — start to follow the rule of law and
actually govern the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.

There is a lot to be done to arrest the alarming slide of
Roosevelt Island from the starring role it once held as a stun-
ning example of what government could do with the right people
in charge. Let's hope Steve Shane acts decisively to correct
that situation. Let's hope the RIOC Board will finally exercise
its lawful role.

And let’s hope that, if Shane doesn’t and the Board doesn't,
the residents of this Island will finally rise up in an indignant
and angry protest to demand something better than the per-
version of democracy we've had for the last dozen years.

DL

Tothe Editor:

| write as a member of the dis-
abled community of Roosevelt |s-
land, who can only usethe Tram if
the lift is working on the Manhat-
tanside. Itisan outrageand shame
to our disabled community not to
be able to have access to our be-
loved Tram.

| cannot understand why the lift
on the Manhattan side is not com-
pleted. | wasfirsttold, “by theend
of December.” It is now three
months past the December dateand
the lift is still not completed, nor
has it been inspected, which | was
told in February should bein about
twoweeks. | have spokento RIOC
and they can only say “soon” or, if
| look on their website, | seeiit is
“another month.” 1 trust with the
changes made in the leadership of
RIOC that atwo-week job will no
longer take four months plus.

Jim Bates

Letters deadline for Apr. 21
issue: Tue., Apr. 17
After deadline, letters considered
on a space-available basis.

L_etters

To The Editor:

The writer of the banner head-
line in the March 24 WIRE may
have miswritten with “Spitzer
Names Stephen Shane RIOC Presi-
dent.” | am sure that what wasin-
tended was some variation of
‘Spitzer Nominates Stephen Shane
for the Position of RIOC President.’

Chapter 899 of the Laws of
1984, item 7 in Paragraph 4 of Sec-
tion 3 says the Corporation shall
appoint officers of the Corporation.

| would imagine that the Board
of Directorsof the Corporationwill
respond favorably to the nomina-
tion by the Governor. Asfar as |
know, there has been no meeting
of the Board to take action on the
appointment of the President.

David J. Bauer

Editor’s note: The writer is cor-
rect. By law, only the RIOC Board
can hiref/fire the RIOC President.
The WIRE editorialized February
24 suggesting the Board get on
with the process. But, for good or
ill, the RIOC Board has always ac-
cepted the Governor’s choice.

Tothe Editor:

Your newspaper of March 10
with the letter from Ronald Gift
Mullins did the community a real
service by describing the experi-
ence of being towed by Tony’'s
Towing. As a former Roosevelt
Island resident, |, too, experienced
the unpleasant and expensive situ-
ation when my car was towed to
Salamis Service. My suggestion:
Have your car towed to your own
mechanic.

Barbara B. Deyerle

To the Editor:

Due to an error in transmission,
my commentary on the City-wide
developments that may affect
Roosevelt Island’s housing plans
(TheWIRE, March 24) should have
concluded as follows:

“This real estate environment
and mediaclimate complicatesne-
gotiations by residentsand owners
of theldand’sWIRE buildings. To
leave the Mitchell-Lama system
without along-term ground lease
and tax concessions makes no

See Letters, page 14

RIOC Must Get Serious About Its Job

Commentary by Ellen Polivy

Reading the last WIRE, | was struck by the similar-
ity of two very distinct items. One wastheinterview
with Stephen Shane. The other was the letter from
Neil Weissman in which he shared the Department of
Transportation’s response to Jessica Lappin in which
it refused to consider a stairway to the Queensboro
bridge because of “heightened security measures.” |
was struck by the dependence we have on the powers
that be and by how much impact one person or group
can have on our daily lives. | would hope that those
people make decisions thoughtfully, with our needs
in mind.

The residents of this Island are
captivesto the decision makers. In
no small way, our well-being, our
livelihood, and our very lives de-
pend on our ability to make healthy
choicesin the food we eat, and on
having a sure way on and off the
Island. September 11 security is-
sues have forced our only walking
bridge into more frequent use as a
lift bridge when boats are diverted
to the east channel. That bridge,
stuck in an up position, or blocked
by some emergency at the power
plants (as | eerily experienced one
day for four hours), makes another
walkway off our Island a necessity.
This is not a frivolous request for
us and must be treated by the DOT
as worthy of a more thorough
evaluation. Our security depends
on it. We cannot accept a dismissive “bear-with-us-
while-we-take-care-of -your-safety” response.

Mr. Shane seemed affable, smart, and eager to get
towork. | would like to give him achance. But did
| pick up a patronizing attitude? (Tree-huggers?
Soccer-field lovers?) We had aGDPthat allowed for
parks! Wouldn't it have been a nicer community if
we had a central park between Northown and
Southtown, usable by al? By not living here, Mr.
Shane doesn’t haveto experience daily off-hoursdis-
cussion of our problems. But that’s not all. He also
doesn’'t have to experience now-empty stores, live
with the anxiety that his home will become
unaffordable, be dependent on RIOC to act sensibly
and in atimely fashion so he can get out of Mitchell-
Lama without losing his home, wonder if he will be
abletofit into the next subway car, or fear being late
to work if he misses the Red Bus.

We livewith the sad daily disconnect between what
our community isand what it could have been if our
needs had been considered when decisionswere made
for us. Wouldn't it have been anicer place if RIOC
actually worked hand in hand with RIRA, the elected
residents, to elicit and consider their input? Perhaps
everyone's lives would have been easier.

We are a planned community and, moreimportantly,
a captive community. The community was planned
carefully to accommodate the handicapped and in-
firm, who are captive to the stores and services avail-
ablehere. Itisdifficult for them to go off the Island,
and they are therefore dependent on what we have to
offer them. We need every storefront filled with use-

Ellen Polivy is a member of the
RIRA Common Council

ful establishments. A critical mass of storeswill lure
back the people who now shop off-l1sland and will
inspire Octagon and Southtown residents to walk out
of their way for their purchases. Then we can have
real community resources with good utilization.

There can be no rationale for evicting storeowners
for defaulting on rent, then letting storefronts sit idle
for years, bringing in no money. Maximizing revenue
has always been RIOC's stated goal. | suggest that
incentives like those given to the developers of
Southtown might have saved the stores that we lost,

i and could have given them the abil -
ity to make needed upgrades. Im-
proved stores with increased busi-
ness add to the value of the lease-
hold and provide a way to maxi-
mizerevenueto RIOC. A creative-
thinking RIOC might have used the
success of RIVAA as a model to
offer an RFP to the community to
develop profitable, rent paying, lo-
cally run enterprises such as, per-
haps, a cafe staffed by our interna-
tional neighbors, a cooperative
bakery or a youth-oriented coffee
shop run by and servicing the
Island’s young people. The seem-
ingly careless multi-year ware-
housing of stores on the Island is
leading to theinevitable consolida
tor and, sadly, an end to the poten-
tial of small mom-and-pop bou-
tique-type stores, or cooperatively
run community stores that might have created a des-
tination community. | certainly hope that RIOC will
work with the community to ensure that the consoli-
dator provides the types of stores we need.

Imagine if people from Manhattan could stroll a
few blocks across the Queenshoro Bridge, walk down
awheel chair-accessible ramp to Roosevelt 1sland, and
visit the quaint retail establishments that RIOC has
nurtured. Perhaps they would make a visit to
Southpoint Park part of their day. Then RIOC would
have done its job of both maximizing revenue and
creating a vibrant community.

We need reliable transportation on and off the Is-
land and within the community. | hope that RIOC
solves the transportation problems before allowing
the last buildings to be built in Southtown. If, as Mr.
Shane says, he has no control over the MTA, then we
should not be adding more people by building more
residencesin Southtown. Alternatively, he could prac-
tice good advocacy and figure out a way to get the
MTA motivated to address our problems. Maybewe,
as acommunity, can help him. Together we can pres-
surethe MTA to fix our rush-hour cram and look into
awalking bridge access ramp.

Perhaps it is not too late for Roosevelt Island.
Maybe Mr. Shane really will give us an opportunity
to work with him to plan this community in a way
that winsfor al of us.

| also hope that he will make it his businessto find
out what it feelslike to live with the actions he takes.
We residents are dependent on his good will and ad-
ministrative prowess.



Thisisatime of great change on Roosevelt Island
but, if you are waiting for RIOC to comment upon it,
you will be sorely disappointed. Once again, The
RIOC Column is missing from these pages, and has
been since it last appeared in the March 10 issue.
Granted, Herb Berman has entered his last week as
RIOC President and CEO, but then, like The RIRA
Column, RIOC's offering is presented as The RIOC
Column, not the RIOC President’s column. Further,
RIOC has apublicity consultant, Bob Liff, aswell as
a community liaison staffer, Erica Wilder, who are
charged with keeping theresidentsinformed. But this
is not to be and so, | will fill the breach as a public
service.

At long last, and after four and a half months, the
RIOC Board of Directorswill meet on Thursday, April
12, at 4:00 p.m., in Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter. It seemsthat thelong interregnumisover. DHCR
Commissioner Deborah VanAmerongen is expected

to convene her first Board meeting as Chair and, per-
haps, we will learn whether she intends to continue
in this role or delegate it to a subordinate, as is her
prerogative. The paramount piece of business will
be to appoint Steve Shane as President and CEO of
the Corporation. Asl

mentioned in my last

The column, it is the

Board'sresponsihility
tofill vacanciesinthis

R I R A office. However, the

reality isthat the Gov-

C | ernor makes the ap-

O U m n pointment and the

Board rubber-stamps

it. SuchisNew York politics. Nevertheless, wewish

both public servants well as they assume their new
posts.

You can download the Board's agenda (www.rioc.com)
or read the posting at 591 Main Street, but I’ m happy
to fill you in. First, I must remind you that, at the
conclusion of the Board meeting, therewill beaTown
Meeting forum at which time you will have an op-
portunity to address the Board, the new Chair, and
the new President. That alone is worth the price of
admission! Seriously, thesefolks make decisionsthat
affect your life here on Roosevelt Island and so, if
you can attend, do.

In addition to the Board’s approving the new presi-
dent, the RIOC CFO and financial staff will present
the new RIOC budget, FY 2007-2008, to the Board
and to the community. [It's mostly our money that
they’re spending, so it pays to pay attention. Now
that the Eastwood complex hasleft the Mitchell-Lama
system, Jerome Belsenis selling hisintereststo some-
thing called the Putham Holding Company, and re-
quires Board authorization in conjunction with the
ground-lease extension, one assumes. One also as-
sumes that the new owners will be required to abide
by the agreements hammered out between the
Eastwood Building Committee and the current own-
ers. Doppelmayr, the company that runs the Tram,
will have their contract extended, and we hope that
the lack of oversight that led to last year’s Tram fail-
ure will not be allowed to recur. And the Roosevelt
Island Youth Center will learn whether its request for
Public Purpose Funding has been approved. Also,
mark your calendars: the Board will set dates for the
rest of this year’'s meetings. Most of the juicy stuff
the Board addresses often takes place in Executive
Session, which means that it's secret, and the April
meeting isno exception. The Board will discuss*pro-
posals to lease real property.” The agenda doesn’t
indicate which real property is under discussion and
apparently, thisinformation istoo sensitiveto reveal.
The agenda states that Board action is required, but
the State’s sunshine laws mandate that al votes be
taken in open (public) session. What you are likely
to hear is a vote where the subject matter is unde-
fined and therefore, its ramifications for the commu-
nity will be unknown until such time as the Board
determines that the public has a need to know. It's

RIOC has not supplied a RIOC
Column for this issue of The WIRE

amazing how much Island business, critical to our
lives here, has been passed in this fashion and with-
out public review. While the committee reports one
usually finds on the agenda have not been included
(wasthisan editing omission or havethe RIOC Board
committees truly not met over the last 4% months?),
the President’s Report has, and | wonder whether Presi-
dent Berman or President Shane will make it. Why
don’ cha come to the meeting and find out?

What will not be addressed, at least publicly, isthe
guestion of ground-lease extensionsfor I sland House
and Westview. These negotiationsdrag on month after
month without resolution, and the residents of the 761
apartments involved can only hope and pray that the
building ownerswill maintain acollegial relationship
with the buildings' leaders. I, for one, hope that the
new RIOC chiefswill bring their considerable hous-
ing expertise to the fore and end this logjam.

Did you attend the FERC (Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission) “scoping” meetingsthat were held
on-Island last month? This involved the RITE
(Roosevelt Island Tidal Energy) project that Verdant
Power hasinitiated. You will recall that they are an-
choring huge turbines at the bottom of the East River,
whichwill usethewater power of that estuary to gen-
erate non-polluting, sustainable power. Thisis state-
of-the-art technol ogy, using turbinesthat were devel-
oped at New York University during the 1980s, that
will be applied commercially for the first time here.

Welearned that the“footprint” of the project, sched-
uled to extend from the southern tip of Roosevelt |s-
land, along the East Channel almost to Wards Island,
has been revised. The current plan is to site 150 to
200 turbines north of the Roosevelt Island Bridge and
extending to the northern tip of thelsland, and alsoin
the West Channel for about 0.8 mile adjacent to the
United Nations. This plan has the potential to pro-
duce 4-6 megawatts, with an average annual genera-
tion of 25,000
MWh (megawatt-
hours) of electric-
ity. Theissuesthat
must be addressed
prior tofina licens-
ing include: fish
migration, the im-
pact on diving bird
populations, threat-
ened and endan-
gered species, rec-
reation and naviga-
tion questions, his-
torical and cultural
resources and oth-
ers. All are being
considered through
this scoping pro-
Cess.

Sowhat'sinitfor
us? | don't know;
it’snot clear yet whether or how much el ectricity will be
provided to Roosevelt Idand, and at what cost. The
potential for savingson your costs, whether you pay for
power separately or as part of your rent/common
charges, remains to be seen. Verdant Power tells us
that the first six-pack of turbineswill be installed by
April 20. I've been excited by this project for years,
both for the pleasure of seeing innovative engineering
at work and in anticipating the savings to Roosevelt Is-
landers’ bloated utility bills. Stay tuned.

At the February 7 meeting of the RIRA Common
Council, the following resolution was passed unani-
mously: “ RIRA supportsan inquiry into the devel op-
ment of access from Roosevelt Island to the
Queensboro Bridge.” | forwarded thisresolutiontoa
variety of official agencies, including our elected rep-
resentatives, DOT (Department of Transportation, re-
sponsible for the bridge), and Community Board 8
Manhattan. Thisisnot anew idea; once upon atime,
beforethe Roosevelt Island (36th Avenue) Bridge was
built, all deliveries and street traffic to the Island de-
scended from the 59th Street Bridge by way of an
external elevator. That facility has long since been
dismantled but, as our population grows, additional

See Katz, page 14

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

Senior Center

Monday Wednesday Friday
10:30-11:30, English as Second  9:30, Yoga 9:30, Yoga
Language 10:30, Computers 10:30, Computers
10:30, Blood Pressure 10:30, Shoppers Bus 1:00, Bridge
12:30, “Oldies” Movies 7:00, Pokeno (RISA) 7:00, Games (RISA)
1:00, Computers Thursday Saturday
5:45, Yoga 9:30, Get Stronger Bones 7:30, Bingo (RISA)
Tuesday 10:30, Creative Arts
9:00-1:00, Taxesfor Seniors, first-  11:00, Tai Chi i
come, first-served (to Apr. 10). 12:30, Movie Gen ergp,v?gt?rl]gETYSngr 10
9:30, Get Sronger Bones 2:00, Lotto 7:00 p.m k " T
%QOSO,B_Shoppers Bus Last day of tax assistance, Tue.,
20, BINGO Home-delivered meals: Apr. 10

2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Atlantic City trip, Wed., Apr. 18
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COMING UP

— ThisWeekend —

Weight Watchers, Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. (weigh-
in at 9:30), Good Shepherd Community Center.

Vernissage 6, members’ show, continues at Gallery
RIVAA, Sat.-Sun. 11-5; Wed. and Fri. 6-9. >

Children’s Learn-to-Swim Program, Saturday,
noon; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. Informa-
tion: 212-753-3611.

—The Coming Week —

Advanced Children’s Swimming Classes, Mon.-Wed.-Fti., 5:30; Sat.,
9:30, Sportspark pool. Information: 212-753-3611.

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., Apr. 9, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

Adult Swimming Classes, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.,
Westview Pool. Information: 212-753-3611.

Community Board 8 Transportation Committee meeting, Tue., Apr.
10, 7:00 p.m., New York Blood Center, 310 E. 67th St., Conference
Room 1. Direct accessfrom Roosevelt |sland to the Queensboro Bridge
will be discussed.

Roosevelt 1dand Democratic Club meeting, Tue., Apr. 10, 7:30 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Apr. 11,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings,
open to all, begin with public access period for residentsto present matters
to the Council.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Apr. 12, 4:00 p.m., Good Shepherd
Community Center.

— Future Events —

Community Board 8 Board Meeting, Wed., Apr. 18, 6:30 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Community Center.

Book Discussion Group: Blessings by Anna Quindlen, Thur., Apr.
19, 6:30 p.m. Group meets monthly, third Thursday, at the NY PL
Roosevelt Island branch.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Apr. 21. (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to

Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)
Advertising Deadlines. Adsinthe
paper, Thur., Apr. 12; decision on
circulars/insertsfor The Bag, Mon.,
¢ Apr. 16; they are due Thur., Apr. 19.
The WIRE. Please provide a phone Additional issuesin 2007: May 5,

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to

number for possible follow-up. 19; June 2, 16, 30; July 28; Aug. 25;

Sept. 8, 22; Oct. 6, 20; Nov. 3, 17; Dec. 1, 15; then resuming fortnightly
schedule in January, 2008. News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent matters,
917-617-0449. Phone for display and classified advertising placement
and information, 212-751-8214.

Café Society, presented by the Main Street Theatre
and Dance Alliance, Sat., Apr. 21, 8:00-midnight.
Adults only. $12; $20 per couple. Attending or per-
forming? RSV P to cmkashton@yahoo.com.

451st Birthday Celebration for William
Shakespeare, Sun., Apr. 22, 2:00-3:30 p.m., in Good
Shepherd Plaza (in case of rain, at Main Street The-
atre). Free. Elizabethan games; royal cake cutting at
3:00 sharp. > i

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., Apr. 23, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

Roosevelt | land Health and Fitness Day, Sat., Apr. 28, 11:00-4:00.
More inforamtion at www.RIOC.com; to volunteer or to provide sportsin-
struction, e-mail AskErica@rioc.com.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., May. 9,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings,
open to all, begin with public access period for residentsto present mat-
tersto the Council.

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., May 14, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

News 212-826-9055
Urgent news 917-617-0449
Advertising 212-751-8214
Circulation 212-935-7534
e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

in association with
Website NYC10044 — nyc10044.com

The WIRE

Published by The Main Street WIRE,,
©2007 Unisource2000™ Inc.
531 Main St. #413, NYC10044

Managing Editor — Dick Lutz
Reporters — Jami Bernard, Mary Camper-Titsingh
Albany Correspondent — Erik Kriss
Photographers — Maria Casotti, Paul Katz, Ghila Krajzman
Chief Proofreader — Linda Heimer
Proofreaders — Ashton Barfield, Dick FitzPatrick
Advertising Sales — Ellen Levy, Stu Feit
Circulation Managers — Sherie Helstien, Matthew Katz, Teri Sheridan
Circulation Assistant — Dexter Benjamin

Legal Counsel — Lewis Perkiss
Human Resources — David Bauer
Website NYC10044 facilities — Frank Farance
NYC10044.com Webmaster — Elena Zarembo

Founding Publisher — Jack Resnick
Editor Emeritus — Jim Bowser

Judi Arond, Bubu Arya, Steve Bessenof, Marcie Brown-Suarez, Lynn Chambers, Carol Chen, Mark
Chipman, Vivianne Codderrens, Malcolm Cohen, Julian Edelman, Arlise Ellis, Don Eremin,
Willven Falcon, Angela Grant, Teresa Hasing, Steve Heller, Darrell Henry, Roberta Hershey,
Ken Kaplan, Matthew Katz, Michael Kolba, Silvia Kramer, Imam Mandia, Iris Marcano,
Clarissa McCraley, Clinton Narine, Sandra Narine, Essie Owens, Florence Paau, Joan Pape, Ronnie
Rigas, Gwen Ryals, Ron Schuppert, Raye Schwartz, Beryl Seaforth, Margie Smith, Alan Ulick,

Nina Wintringham, students of Legac! H.i(];h School, Sean Suarez with fellow Scouts from Island Scout
Troop 59, and members of the Island Girls Project.
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NEWLY CONSTRUCTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Riverwalk Landing #4 is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for
25 affordable housing rental apartments now under construction at Riverwalk Landing #4
on Roosevelt Island. This building is being constructed through the Inclusionary Affordable
Housing Program of the City of New York’s Department of Housing Preservation and
Development. The size, rent and targeted income distribution for the 25 apartments are as
follows:

Total Annual **

# Apts. Apartment Household Monthly * Income Range

Available Size Size Rent
Minimum Maximum

$37,223 — $39,680

Studio 1 $887

1 Bedroom 2 $949 $37,960 — $45,360

2 Bedroom 3 $1,142 $47,858 — $51,040
4 $47,858 — $56,720

* Includes gas for heat and cooking
** Income guidelines subject to change

Qualified applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selection
criteria. Applications may be requested by regular mail only from the following address:
Riverwalk Application Requests, 328 Eighth Avenue, Box 235, New York, NY 10001.
Completed applications must be returned by regular letter sized mail only (no priority,
certified, registered, express, or overnight mail will be accepted) to a post office
box number, or its equivalent, that will be listed with the application, and must be
postmarked by May 20, 2007. Applications postmarked after May 20, 2007 will be set
aside for possible future consideration. Applications will be selected by lottery; applicants
who submit more than one application will be disqualified. Duplicated applications will not be
accepted. Preference will be given to New York City residents. Current and eligible residents
of Manhattan Community Board #8 will receive preference for 50% of the units. Eligible
households that include persons with mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of
the units; eligible households that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will
receive preference for 2% of the units; and eligible City of New York Municipal Employees
will receive a 5% preference.

&

No Brokers Fee. No Application Fee.

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor
EQUAL HOUSING

The City of New York OPPORTUNITY
Department of Housing Preservation and Development
SHAUN DONOVAN, Commissioner (

www.nyc.gov/hpd

24N

We nurture your child’s potential
and help develop skills for a
happy, successful life.

» Safe, loving environment for children
to learn and grow

* Enroll now in our infant program

* Visit our new state-of-the-art facility

ENROLL NOW
Bright Horizons at The Octagon
888 Main Street

—_—
Bright Horizons Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

FAMILY SOLUTIONS®
Child Care and Early Education

~ www.brighthorizons.com

212-750-5301

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Morning and full day programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years
Subsidized full-day Pre-K

Accredited by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children

Places still available
For more information, call 212-593-0750

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available » Home visits

« Wills, Trusts, & Estates
« Real Estate: Closings
+ Business Law

* Divorce & Family Law
* Personal Injury Law
* Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
Mew York, Mew York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to

— vour liking. Catering for all oceasions.

LY La -

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
R Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

J& FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) =
& 609 Main Street « Roosevelt Island FJ

S& S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

; « « « Family Special + + »
Established 1971

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
—FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM—

2-liter Pepsi —$15
718-278-5262

Cheese Pie: Large $12, Medium $10
Choice of topping $2.50 extra
30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM
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WARNING... If You Still Have Not Filed Your
Tax Return This Year... KEEP READING.

New York, NY
Taxpayersin New York City

and the surrounding area are
expected to suffer through an
extraordinarily tough tax
season thisyear. New,
complicated tax laws and the
uncertainty of the updated
child tax credit could stop
many people from receiving
tax refunds from the IRS that
are supposed to be theirs.

Tax Experts Predict
Increased |RS Audits

With so many new tax laws
affecting this year’s tax filing
season, many tax experts are
predicting an increase in the
number of IRS audits after
thisyear’sApril 17"
deadline. Because of the
volume and complexity of
these new laws, the IRS
computerized check system
will reveal a higher number
of “red-flagged” tax returns
than ever before.

Worry-Free, Peace-Of-
Mind Guarantee For All
Taxpayers

With tax filing uncertainty
running rampant, people
need assurance that their tax
return is going to be filed
correctly, and that they are
receiving every hit of the
refund money that's
rightfully theirs.

Sy Williams of Accountable
Financial Management
Corporation (AFMC), a
professional tax business for
more than a decade, says,
“Our tax business has had
the strongest accuracy
guarantee in the industry for
more than 10 years.
Thousands of people sleep
like babies when thinking
about the IRS and their tax
return.” Mr. Williams
promises his customers a
“Worry-Free-Peace-Of -
Mind” Accuracy Guarantee
in writing for all the tax
returns filed through AFMC.

Getting More Of Your
Hard-Earned Money Back
From Uncle Sam ...

The problem is
communication and
complexity. If the IRS could
just let the people know what
the changes are each year,
then more people would file
their taxes correctly. But
Congress averages between
350 and 500 new tax
changes each year —who has
time to keep up with that?!

AFMC not only follows the
new tax law changes each
year, but its staff actually
teaches other tax
professionals around the
country how to keep up with
the new tax code as well.
(However, AFMC doesn’t
teach these other tax
professionals everything...
the “secrets’ to KEEPING
more of your hard-earned
money and not letting Uncle
Sam take too much are
closely guarded!)

FREE Electronic Filing &
FASTER Refund Money!

AFMC offers afull range of
electronic filing services.
We offer Next-Day Refund
Loans and our “Non-Loan”
E-Filing Service, whichis
FREE with the paid tax
preparation, getting your
refund money back into your
checking account in about
two weeks or so.

What You Should Do
Now...

Call 212-644-8231 and
schedule an appointment so
we can answer any question
you might have. Or if you
want to come on down now,
that'sfine. No appointment is
necessary. We're open from
10:00 am to 7:00 pm Monday
—Friday and from 11:00 am to
4:00 pm on Saturday. We are
located at 599 Main Street,
near the bank.

FREE BONUSGIFT

AFMC clients are entitled to
receive a " Fiscal-Fitness
Checkup” just for choosing
to be our customer. It'sjust
another reason AFMC is
your best choice for a
professional tax businessto
help you deal with the IRS
thisyear. (And believe me,
with so many tax law
changes this year, you don’t
want to deal with the IRS
aone!)

FREE Electronic Tax Filing, One-Day Refund Loans, and One-Day Tax Preparation.

Choose a powerful team for all your real

estate and home financing needs.

coLDweLL

BANKER

Joyce Mincheff

Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident
Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy

917-517-8572

Real Estate Information:

© 2006
Kenned

Coldwell Banker Hunt
y. All rights reserved.

EQUAL HOUSING

Robert Shapiro

212-805-1010

Financing Information:

#43216 12/06-3/07

Private Mortgage Banker
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division
of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

THE GROG SHOP

605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We q
specialize

F

4

g Sy

N

o

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

in bei

wines B
T from

: all
nations

212-838-5822

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3

Closed Tuesday

Fresh Starts

They’re always welcome, aren’t

they? Trellis welcomes
Steve Shane as RIOC’s

new President, with best wishes
for a successful tenure here,

keeping this the very best place to

live in all of New York City, and

making it even better.

We’'re proud to be a part of it, right

here in the middle of it all.

s See you at Trellis. Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,

7 days every week. We also deliver.
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A Century and a Half Ago, the Waters North of Roosevelt Island...

A

by Robert Furman

It roils, boils, tumbles and falls, races north, then south,
and sometimesin both directions at once; yet at slack water
Hell Gate at Roosevelt Island is as peaceful as a country
pond. Sometimes, when you look at it, you think you are
out to sea at Montauk Point, rather than on the banks of an
inland waterway.

Asrough asitistoday, it isrelatively benign compared to
150yearsago. A few cargo ships, ferries, and bargesply its
waters without danger. 1t looks like a part of the sophisti-
cated cityscape aroundit, just alittlerougher. But 150 years
ago, it was much different. New York was a port island,
and much of its world traffic entered through Long Island
Sound and the East River (which is actually atidal chan-
nel), rather than, asit doestoday, through Lower New York
Bay onitsway to the ports of Bayonne, Elizabeth, and New-
ark.

Much of New York’s shipping came through the Sound
since, initsnatural state, the Sandy Hook entrance was more
dangerous — with sandbars and reefs perfectly capable of
ripping the bottom out of any ship. Long Island and Jersey
shore sandisstill routinely dredged out of these channelsto
keep them open. In 1781, George Washington decided to
fight the climactic battle of the Revolution in Yorktown,
Virginia. Although he wanted to liberate New York, which
had been occupied by the British since 1776, he faced a
daunting march south, and was encamped with the Conti-
nental and French armiesinwhat isnow central Westchester
County. Thedifficulty in bringing the French fleet into the
south harbor without up-to-date charts and experienced pi-
lots was overwhelming.

A period description or alook at amap will quickly show
the difference between the natural and manmade channels
we possess today. Washington Irving, an early Nineteenth
Century Manhattan writer and something of a history buff,
now best known for Ichabod Crane and the HeadlessHor se-
man, described Hell Gate as follows:

Being at the best of times a very violent and impetuous
current, it takes these impedimentsin mighty dudgeon; boil-
ing in whirlpools; brawling and fretting in ripples; raging
and roaring in rapids and breakers; and, in short, indulg-
ing in all kinds of wrong-headed paroxysms. At such times,
woe to any unlucky vessel
that ventures within its
clutches. This termagant
humor, however, prevails
only at certain times of tide.
At low water, for instance, it
isas pacific a stream as you
wouldwishto see. But asthe
tiderisesit beginsto fret; at
half-tide it roars with might
and main, likea bull bellow-
ing for moredrink; but when
thetideisfull, it relapsesinto
quiet, and for a time sleeps
as soundly as an alderman
after dinner. In fact, it may
be compared to a quarrelsome toper, who is a peaceable
fellow enough when he has no liquor at all, or when he has
a skinful, but who, when half-seas over, playsthe very devil.

This may sound cute, but the cold facts were that in the
1850s two percent of the ships traversing the Gate were
wrecked or damaged, which amounted to one thousand run-
ning aground per year. Their decomposing corpses were
clearly visible from the shore. As ships grew larger and
heavier and subsequently drew more water (their keels
reaching further down below the surface), the danger to them
increased as they ran up against deeper submerged rocks.

Thenamesaysit all: Hell Gate, thegateto hell. 1n Dutch,
“Hellegat” or “beautiful pass,” which may have been aplay
on wordsto escape ecclesiastical censorship and accurately
describe the place, was aterm originally applied to the en-
tire East River at Manhattan. Trandliterated into English,
the term seems eminently appropriate.

A great collision takes place in the Gate between the wa-
ters of the Hudson River heading south, the Atlantic inflow
racing north into the Hudson estuary and boomeranging back
down the Harlem River, the waters of the East River itself
racing north from the bay, and those coming from the Sound
running west and south. Thisis aggravated and created by
afour-hour delay in the tides between the Bay and Sound,
generating the second-strongest tides in the world, by ac-
companying strong winds and the rocks in the channels.

A look at the U.S. Coastal Survey map of the area shows
a very different Hell Gate from what exists today. Many
rocks dot the channel, much of whose tearing surfaceswere
submerged likethe proverbial 80% of aniceberg. Mill Rock
ismuch smaller. Therocksnecessitated the marking of three
separate channels from the Sound and Harlem into the East
River proper, designated the Main, Middle, and Eastern Ship
Channels. And wind, current, and tide easily defeated any-
thing man could contrive. Moreover, there was Hallet's
point, now rounded off and reduced. The site of a War of
1812 fort, the point was a grave for the many ships dashed

Illustrations for this article come from Scribner’s
Monthly of November, 1871,

and from the July, 1872, issue of

The Manufacturer and Builder, a trade publication.

“...thererunneth a violent stream both
upon flood and ebb, and in the middle
lyeth some I slands of rocks which the
current sets so violently upon that it
threatens present shipwreck; and upon
the flood is a large whirlpool which
continually sends forth a hideous
roaring, enough to affright any stranger
from passing that way...”

—Account of an English captain, circa 1664

S G
7

against the shore and aground on a shallow reef by wind,
tide, and rock.

By the mid-19th Century, the situation had attained crisis
proportions, and the New York Harbor Commission re-
quested federal assistance to open up Hell Gate to accom-
modate the constant increase
in the tonnage and draft of
ships seeking passage. But
action began asaprivate un-
dertaking. A local business-
man hired a Frenchman,
Benjamin Maillefert, in
1850, to begin blowing up
obstructions after soliciting
donations from merchants.
Congress would not help.
Maillefert proposed remov-
ing Pot Rock and Ways Reef
for $15,000 by submerging
canisters of gunpowder onto
therocksand setting them off
from a safe distance. Thefirst explosion blew four feet off
Pot Rock, which served as an effective demonstration of
the project’s efficacy. Some 284 charges provided 18 feet
of clearance for Pot Rock, and another 240 lowered Frying

For most of the 1800’s, Hellgate north of Roosevelt
Island (then called Blackwell’s Island and shown at
the left in this map) was a death trap for shipping —
so shallow that tidal currents ran at high speeds
and rocks projecting up from the bottom could
destroy any ship not properly piloted. In one of the
great engineering projects of the 19th Century,
rocks were removed and the bottom of the channel
literally blown out.

“..in asailing vessdl the greatest
skill and self-possession, without a
commanding wind, prove
insufficient to guard against
certain danger.”

-U.S. Government surveyor

The plan involved years of
tunneling, below, from a shaft at
Hallet's Point (illustration on next
page), with connecting radial
tunnels, which would then be blown
up to drop the river bottom.
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...Were Treacherous, Until a Massive Project Made Them Safe

Pan to 9% feet and Ways Reef to 13 feet below mean low
water. Then an accident disabled Maillefert and killed three
assistants in 1852, putting an end to the effort. But it had
been worth it: not only had the obstructions been lowered,
but a dangerous whirlpool had been eliminated and the tide
eased!

This demonstration also
had a political effect: Con-
gress appropriated $20,000,
and thisbecamethefirst ma-
jor harbor job for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
which still performs these
tasks. After the Civil War,
efforts began in earnest with
a study of the best way to
remove the rest of the rocks
andthe Hallet'sPoint reef in
spite of amidwar suggestion
that the channels be filled in.

Coal. John Newton of the Corps’ New York district granted
a contract to an inventor who had come up with a drilling
machine on a barge to implant underwater charges in the
rock but, by 1871, this boat suffered the same fate as the
earlier one.

“...the exclusion of larger craft from this much-needed entrance to the harbor of
New York... makes the bars of Hell Gate so hurtful to our commerce. The fleets of
ships and steamers that do our European carrying trade are now compelled to enter
by way of Sandy Hook. The approachesto this entrance are stormy and perilous...
It was natural that the masterminds of our commercial interests should covet the
shorter and safer entrance through the Sound, so provokingly barred at Hell Gate...
But how could the channel be cleared? An enterprise of the kind so vast in scope
and so difficult in character had never yet been undertaken.”

Theobvious conclusion wasthat removing rocks and reefs

)

This approach involved a complicated tunneling system
under Hallet's reef, where numerous radial and transverse
tunnels were dug under the reef from Fort Stevens. It took
seven years of tunneling, rock-breaking, and digging to cre-
ate ten headings and connecting gallery arcs. Seven thou-
sand holes were dug to re-
ceive 30,000 pounds of ni-
troglycerine, ahigh-powered
charge, new at thetime. On
September 24, 1876, they
were set off in amassive ex-
plosion whose force was
mostly contained under-
ground but produced a 123-
foot plume. It then took an-
other six yearstoremovethe
ninety thousand tons of de-
bris produced by the blast.

Hallet’'sReef wasno more,
and the channel was upgraded. This tunneling method

—Scribner’s

A contract was awarded to an inventor who had comeup  would have to be done by underwater tunneling, whichhad  proved to be the key to future success.

with afloating rig designed to make demolition easy, but it
ran afoul of uncontrolled river traffic and was ruined. Lt.

been given ashot in the arm by the invention of trench war-
fare during the late War of the Slaveholders' Rebellion.

Efforts then returned to therocksin Hell Gate. Thelarg-
...continues on page 10

s PR -, p

General view of works at Hallet's Point, showing offices, shops, stone removed from tunnels, etc.
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and Island-related websites. It's on line at http://nyc10044.com. If your organization’s site is
missing or doesn't link properly when tried, please notify editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

April Showers Bring May Flowers
Grow From the Inside Out

Receive a beautiful Pilates
umbrella with your first 10

class package purchased
during the month of April.*

As Always - Your First

Introductory Class is Free ! ! L

and your second FULL Class
is Half Price . o

In April and May take a class
on a rainy day, arriving
dry with our Pilates
umbrella and you will
get a bonus of $5.00
of Reforming NY
Pilates Money!

Redeem your Pilates
Dollars towards 10 Class
Packages or products
during June and July!!**

“Offer good for both naw and sstablishad dianks, 550 max appllad per 10 clam packags or mauimum of 172 produck valus per purchasa,

www.ReformingNY.com

Midtown:

130 West 42nd 5t Suite 804
(Brwn 6th Ave & B'Way)
Eastside:

225 East &4th St. Concourse Level
(Blwn 2nd & 3rd Aves)

(212) 944-0611
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fistoricielisineG on the Culinaryr en GCeLL
— EAKS. “E-ﬁ.FO a‘v’chn

oD "'HL"F" GREEK SPECIALT

i .w* "
-

Amazingly Fresh Fish
Chops « Steaks * Salads
Full Bar

L ¥

11AM Mldmght

7 "‘. 28-13 23rd Avenue, Astoria
‘ | Reservations: 718-728-9194

parties « corporate events » weddings ¢ baptisms ¢ showers

Two of
Diann

'_., FAMILY CENTER

MONDAY NIGHT PARENTING SERIES COFFEE, TEA, AND CHAT

Island Kids is sponsoring a series of talks facilitated by experts in the fields of early A complimentary evening twice a month for Dads

childhood issues, private and public school admissions, and navigating the college process. and/or Moms to chat away their parenting frustrations!
Take this opportunity to discuss your parenting

First talk takes place Tuesday, April 17, at 7:15 p.m. expreiences in a relaxed atmosphere with fellow

An Introduction to Private School Admission Feeling overwhelmed by the process? Island parents. Parenting is the hardest job in the

Topics include understanding the process, selecting appropriate schools, completing world! Let's chat and give each other a pat on the

applications, managing the interview process, and applying for financial aid. back! Coffee and tea will be served.

Facilitator: Gina Lipton, psychologist and former admissions director Free.

Cost: Suggest donation $20 Fridays at 7:30

April 13 & 27, May 11 & 25, June 89 & 22
Facilitators: Gina and Chris Enock

Featured Class
The Baby Group — a/k/a Mothers’ Group

Free of charge. New Semester Starts April 13.

Make friends, share stories, have fun! Coffee and tea served. Cal | 212—317—0216
Babies: Newborn through 14 months (big brothers/sisters invited) . .

New Day: Friday « New Time: 11:30

536 Main Street Community Room (east side of Main Street down walkway) for rmre I nfor rmtl On-
Call Island Kids at 212-317-0216 for more information.

Sales & Service License #730671

Est. 1961 ‘ H R I S I V Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.

We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will also help with mail, plants, etc.

e males I oo Mosn FS(? K Excellent references. Call us at
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair at. 9- .
In-Home Service 718-392-7444 21-16 36th Av. 212-751-8214.
All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106
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Hell Gate from page 7
R “Thework goes on day and night. The miners
are divided into three shifts, each working eight
hours a day, so that three days work is
accomplished every twenty-four hours. About two
St hundred men are employed in all. Good wages
: = 5 - : are paid, and to ensure a fair day’swork from
' P~ : ' == every man, miners using one-hand tools —
holding the drill-bar in one hand and striking
with the other — are expected to furnish five feet
gauging at a shift, in
averagerock. For
second-size tools,
worked by two men
on face or bench,
seven feet are
required; and an
equal depth for
third-size tools,
worked by three
men.”
—Manufacturer and Builder

Miners at work
est was Flood Rock. About 50 feet square, it was amajor obstruction to
navigation. A seawall was constructed around it, with a lift tower to
remove debris from a shaft sunk 70 feet down. The work went on until
four miles of tunnels were built and fifteen thousand holes for explo-
sives dug.

From Mill Rock, the only one of the original idlets that still exists,
workmen tunneled to Flood Rock and the other obstructions, and planted
280,000 pounds of a hybrid explosive dubbed “Rack-a-Rock,” 5,000
pounds of dynamitein 50,000 charges. Of these, only 3,000 were wired
for charges; the rest were to be set off sympathetically.

On October 10, 1885, General Newton's daughter Mary pressed akey ) ‘ T hree recent
and set off the largest explosion the world was to see until the atomic inventions, the new
age. Nineacres of water surface were lifted up into a 150-foot plume of expl osives. and the

rock and water witnessed by 50,000 spectators and a hundred cameras. .
Although this blast exceeded by six times the next largest explosion  1gNnition of charges by

ever set off, everything went off perfectly, with no casualties or collat- aectrici ty, have
eral damage. i
The effect was startling — the channel was clear. No longer would insured the success of
there be three dangerous and narrow ship channels. Hell Gate was open! one Of_ the boldest
Port traffic increased to $4 million ayear, and seers predi cted that Ward's, engineering schemes
Randall’s, and Blackwell’s (now Roosevelt) Islands, all of the East River
shorein Harlem, and the Queens shore—all then quite rural in character ever _undertaken by
— would become bustling ports. This didn’t happen; the freight port man: the scheme of
remained at South Street and Brooklyn's Red Hook, but later migrated nothi ng lessthan the
:Srtye lower Hudson as ship size further increased during the 20th Cen- blowi ng out of the
The Corps went on to dredge Lower New York Bay and the Atlantic ~ €Ntirerocky bottom...”
entrances off Sandy Hook to further open up the port from the south. —Manufacturer and Builder

New York then became an even more dominant entryway for the entire
nation, a position it would maintain until the significant growth of Pa-
cific trade after World War Il and the invention of the container ship.
These ships are massive (and growing larger), and require deep water
ports — something New York has had trouble providing. The original
ports on Newark Bay are becoming outmoded, and are being replaced
by one on the Upper Bay at Bayonne. The Brooklyn shore, which has
deep water, has become too densely built up to accommodate a large
port that requires warehousing, parking, and factories.

Today’s relatively peaceful Hellgate is our remembrance of that he-
roic time when, working from below, miners, engineers, and explosives
calmed the waters just north of Blackwell’s Island.

Island resident Robert Furman is a New York City historian. He is
currently working on a book entitled Before Brownstones and After: A Pres-
ervationist History of Brooklyn. His e-mail address is bobfurmanl@juno.com.

Divers drilling rock

Section of tunnel with two diamond drills in place
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R 9@ASEVELT ISLAND

HEALTH & FITNESS DAY

b4

Presented by
ROOSEVELT ISLAND
OPERATING CORP

APRIL 28 11AM-4PM FREE (all ages welcome)
For Program and Locations visit www.rioc.com

Participating Organizations (partial list) Coler-Goldwater Specialty Hospital & Nursing Facility, Rl Marlins Swim Team, RIRA, RI Senior Center, Rl Tennis Association, Rl

Beacon Program & Youth Center, and Rl resident sports and fitness instructors

RIOC from page 1

editorial on thissubject on page2.)
Pending Business

Then, after a long period of
seeming RIOC inactivity that be-
gan even before the November
election, RIOC will get onwiththe
business of running Roosevelt |s-
land, and Shane will face a series
of challengesthat arise day to day,
but have also been accumulating.
They range from mgjor directional
decisions on budget and resources
through simple vexationsthat con-
tinue or crop up like seconds tick-
ing off a countdown clock that
never reaches zero.

VanAmerongen and Shane to-
gether will facethe matter of pend-
ing changes at Rivercross, Island
House, and Westview. Aslast year
ended and then well into this year,
thetransitioninAlbany led to near-
stagnation in moving the last two
toward resident ownership, and the
first toward an exit from Mitchell-
Lama for its residents, who own
the co-op. Governor George
Pataki abruptly dismissed aRIOC
Board member, Deborah Beck,
who was a key member of the
Board’'s real-estate committee.
Another member oriented to real-
estate concerns, John Mannix,
dropped out after the November
election. A remaining member of
the real-estate committee,
Westview resident Alberteen
Anderson, soldiered on with the
help of two other resident Board
members, but those efforts were
shut down unceremoniously when
there was a threat of actual
progress. That made it clear that
further action on Mitchell-Lama
conversions will have to wait for
DHCR'’s stalled wheels to labor
into motion once more. AsAnder-
son put it, “We've been asked to
wait and let the new [DHCR] com-

missioner review the projects, and
| think it's fair that she reviews
these proposals. Who knows? She
might be able to bring more to the
table than anyone else can. She's
been doing this for years.”

The building committees trying
to make things happen feel,
though, that they need more than a
review. They need advocacy.
Rivercross, for example, has been
rounding up political support for
its efforts — an effort to make sure
officials understand that, without
the ability to tap the value of their
properties, the buildings will
quickly become unaffordable
housing when they starting facing
up to deferred repairs, the need to
stem energy leaksand —in the case
of Island House and Westview —
long punch-lists of problems.

In each case, the stumbling block
is RIOC lethargy — the kind gov-
ernment is famous for. Ground-
|ease extensions are needed, along
with decisions on payments that
stand in for property taxes. Every
dollar added on to each of those
costs drains the blood of
affordability from the buildings
and, without knowing what the fu-
ture holds, planning is stalled.

ThelnfiniteList

But housing is not the only area
needing serious attention from
RIOC. Housing was on a list of
concerns Margie Smith, a recent
Residents Association Vice Presi-
dent and its current Chair of Gov-
ernment Relations, handed to Steve
Shane when he met with a contin-
gent from RIRA. Here are more
items, many of them from Smith’s
list (but paraphrased here):

* Public-Purpose Funding for the
Youth Center: Director Charliede
Fino, who left last year, has still
not been replaced, and it can’'t hap-
pen without money in the Youth
Program’s treasury. Once that's

done, somelonger-term security is
needed for the Youth Program.

» The Main Street retail crisis:
Empty shopsareadirect and harm-
ful disservice to the Island’s dis-
abled population and its growing
body of elderly, let alone the rest
of theldand’sresidents. RIOC has
been stymied by the Public Au-
thorities Accountability Act,
passed in Albany to prevent bor-
derline-corrupt deals like George
Pataki’s Erie Canal giveaway and
the West Side Railyards fire sale.
Somebody at RIOC fearsjail time,
apparently, if amerchant neededin
this community is given alease at
the kind of rental numbers
Roosevelt Island can support —a
fear that hasled to amovetoward
a mall approach in which one
master tenant would choose all
theretailers. At least afew resi-
dents fear a flood of cookie-cut-
ter chain outlets rather than the
mom-and-pop kind of operations
that can make the Island unique
and areasonable placeto visit for
folkstrying to escape the cookie-
cutter stuff.

» Evening and weekend staffing.
The community doesn’t close
down at 5:00 or earlier when most
RIOC staffers flee to off-lsland

homes.
* RIOC's staff mix. Herb
Berman replaced anumber of staff-

ers who left as the Pataki regime
wound down; it’snot yet clear that
the newbies have what it takes, or
that the breakdown of positions
and responsibilities makes sense.
* RIOC has ignored, for years,
the opportunity represented by the
Steam Plant that sits behind the
Tram station. Co-generation there
would hold the potential for in-
cometo RIOC and cost savingsfor
the Island’'s buildings. Millions
have been lost already, and each
day of inaction is afurther drain.

* Public Safety — about which a
book might be written. There are
other options that should be ex-
plored carefully. But while that
happens, stronger supervision and
discipline among the officers
would beagoodidea. They might
be asked to enforce stop signs,
parking rules, and U-turn regula-
tions, for example.

» Transportation needs attention,
too. The Red Bus will remain a
daily irritant until the current
scheduling, which has grievous
shortcomings, is revised. But
that’s a minor matter compared to
the severe overcrowding on the F
train during morning rush. With
more buildings and moreresidents
coming, RIOC needsto get down-
and-dirty with the M TA about how
people are going to be moved on
and off the Island —and that’s dou-
bly trueif RIOC goesforward with
aplan to take the Tramway out of
service for over a year to replace
key components.

* For that matter, RIOC needsto
addressthe question of whether the
Tramway is actually in such bad
shapethat it needs key components
replaced — and address it without
taking the word of only the com-
pany that would do the work.

* Resident involvement must be
encouraged rather than actively
discouraged and ignored. Theold
RIOC seemed to fear suggestions
from Islanders more expert in vari-
ous functions than members of its
staff; the new RIOC should tap
resident expertise in a way that
makes it clear the help and advice
iswelcome and will be acted upon.

» The Motorgate mess needs to
be fixed. That includes getting
tough about the north-end eleva-
tor and addressing the question of
the quiescent escalator.

It’s Always Something
Any aert Islander could produce

asimilar list, and it need not end
there. Add theseitems:

* RIOC needs to learn how to
communicate with residents — to
use its WIRE column in a serious
way, but also to release far more
information than it's been accus-
tomed to sharing.

» Speaking of communication,
the RIOC Board should schedule
all itsmeetingswhen residents can
attend, or schedule sessions on a
separate day to hear from residents.

» The Good Shepherd Commu-
nity Center, which suffersfrom un-
necessary restrictions on when it
can be used for community events,
must befreed of unreasonabl e con-
straints, so that all users—includ-
ing religious organizations — can
get their fair share of time and
schedule.

* The street and many sidewalks
need to be fixed — and preferably
not with a coating of asphalt over
thetraditional zee-bricksthat con-
tributeto the Island’s special char-
acter.

» RIOC needs to get active with
regard to Southpoint Park, to sup-
port the efforts of the Trust for Pub-
lic Land, and to make some needed
decisions about the direction the
park will take —“wild gardens’ or
aformal Louis Kahn tribute to the
Roosevelts.

* Now that insurance clamshave
been settled regarding the seawall
at Lighthouse Park, it needs to be
repaired; it's been far too long in
damaged condition. Whilethey're
at it, RIOC crews should work on
the rusted and damaged fencing,
too.

 Elimination of playing field
feesfor Island groups; thisis sup-
posed to be an affordable commu-
nity.

Thereis no end to thislist. It's
always something is more than a
cliche here.
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Attention All Roosevelt Islanders

Please come and bring your ideas
to the second meeting of the new

Roosevelt Island

Democratic Club

When: Tuesday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Basement of Good Shepherd Community Center

Join us In this new political enterprise!

Democrats from page 1

“I"d like to have a power base
here. We have to fight for it,” said
Leonard Crooke, who did his bit
by posting flyersfor the March 26
meeting in hisfirst-floor windows.
“And we need more security cam-
eras. When | first cameherearound
1975, there was a guard posted on
the bridge. You couldn’t get onthe
Island without the guard asking
where you're going.”

Some of the items of interest in
that metaphorical restricted pot:
getting ahospital emergency room,
getting a police substation, and
grooming a candidate for office.

A

Details and prioritieswere hard to
come by, since it took ten minutes
simply to agree on a date for the
next meeting: Tuesday, April 10,
7:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.

Bredin said she was inspired to
organize the meeting by aquotefrom
the late operasinger Marian Ander-
son: “Therearemany personsready
to do what is right because in their
heartsthey knowitisright. But they
hesitate, waiting for the other fellow
to make the first move —and he, in
turn, waits for you.”

The exploratory meeting was
meant to gauge the level of inter-
est in such aclub inthefirst place.

Deirdre Breslin addressed the group that assembled last week to form a

Roosevelt Island Democratic Club.

“1 moved herewhenthelsland first
opened,” said Bredlin, “and we had
an active Democratic Club back
then,” whose fate was that it was
so vocal and successful that its
valuable members were poached
by rival Manhattan clubs. Breslin
spoke of that era darkly, as if the
former club members had been
“disappeared” to the gulag, never
tofight for Roosevelt Island again.

Although some of the goals of a
Democratic Club would overlap
with those of the Roosevelt |sland
Residents’ Assn. (RIRA), and one
could argue that there is only so
much community spirit and
volunteerism to go around, Breslin
stressed that the club would be
unapologetically Democratic, not

“Without a Democratic club, mostly you'll be
passed over,” warned Archie Seale

politically inclusive. “RIRA can’t
do that,” she said.

“Without a Democratic Club,
[politicians] will say hello, maybe
listen politiely, but mostly you'll
be passed over,” said Seale. “But
if you have an organized political
club, thenthey’ll talk to you. Then
you have an opportunity to talk to
the leadership, and they’ll listen,
because they're all looking for
votes. And this is what we want
for our area.”

The 16 who attended the explor-
atory meeting expressed enthusi-
asmin principle, despite doubts as
to how such a club might work in
practice.

“You need a constitution, you
need to open a bank account, you

need more people,” bellowed Jim
Whalen, who serves as secretary-
treasurer for the Lenox Hill Demo-
cratic Club. “This Island has
1,000, 2,000 registered Democrats.
If just ten percent of them joined,
then we'd have some clout.”

Getting them to join is another
story. Breslin expressed delight
that the turnout of 16 was 14 more
than she had originally “guessti-
mated,” but 16 isn't enough to
wrangle emergency rooms, patrol
cars, and truckloads of library
books. “Everybody,” she an-
nounced, “for the next meeting,
commit to bringing at least one
more person.”

Meetings areto take place every
other Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.



sl brickhouseceramicartcenter

CLAY ADVENTURE
FOR CREATIVE ADULTS

Year round classes for adults in wheel throwing, handbuilding,
sculpture and glaze application for beginner, intermediate,

advanced students and professional artists.

DIRECTIONS BY SUBWAY:

Take E or V to 23rd Street Ely (one stop from Manhattan). Exit at 2Ist street,
walk one block down 44th Drive towards Manhattan.
DIRECTIONS BY CAR: At Queens Plaza take Jackson Avenue (Route 25A).
Turn right onto 44th Drive.

BrickHouse Ceramic Art Center Ellen E. Day, Director
10-34 44th Drive, Long Island City, NY 11101
718-784-4907 www.brickhouseny.com

SPRING TERM BEGINS ON APRIIL 10, 2007 REGISTER NOW!
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 718-784-4907.

corcoran

corcoran group real estate

price, market, and sell your property.

Outstanding Client Service

Just one of many reasons why Corcoran is the first choice in Real Estate!
As your neighbor and a Roosevelt Island resident for over 30 years, | am
committed to finding the property that suits who you are and how you live.
For sellers, | will provide the marketplace intelligence that will help you

Think of me as your real estate
resource! Call me to discuss all
your real estate needs.

Suzanne E. Wolf
VP, Associate Broker
718-923-8095
sew@corcoran.com

Grannis from page 1

And Senate Republicans, echoing the con-
cerns of gun groups and sportsmen, turned
up the scrutiny of Grannisto alevel unusual
for gubernatorial nominees.

Sointensewastheinterestin Grannisfrom
all sidesthat the Senate took the rare move
of holding his confirmation hearings in the
biggest hearing room in the State Capitol
complex.

And when the Senate Environmental Con-
servation Committee finally took up the
nomination March 20, the contentious ses-
sion ended without a vote — another rarity.

That session featured lengthy debate over
Grannis's legidative efforts to regul ate the
trapping of animals, initiatives that had
helped win Grannis awards from animal-
rights groups distrusted by sportsmen.
Grannis voiced concerns about al-terrain
vehicles chewing up precious land in the
Adirondack Park.

Committeechair Carl Marcellino’sdecision
to schedule a continuation of the hearing
prompted a news conference outside the
senator’s Long Idand district office by envi-
ronmental groups demanding Grannis's con-
firmation. Marcellino’'scommitteefindly fin-
ished itshearing on March 27, but not without
environmental groups hoisting “Free Pete’
posters featuring a picture of Grannis and,
again, demanding his confirmation.

Grannis was ultimately confirmed last
weekend — not without official votes of op-
position at both the committee and full Sen-
ate level — as lawmakers were racing to get
a new State budget in place by the April 1
start of New York'sfiscal year .

“It was unlike any other confirmation pro-
cess I've seen in my short time in Albany,”
said Robert Moore, executive director of the
strongly pro-Grannis group Environmental
Advocates. “People who' ve been around a
lot longer than me agree.”

Grannis spent most of his Assembly ten-
ure chairing the I nsurance and Housing com-
mittees but, before hejoined the Legidlature,
he worked as compliance counsel for the en-
vironmental agency he now heads.

Environmental groups praised Grannisfor
what they called a stellar legislative record.

“He has sponsored, co-sponsored, and oth-
erwise played akey role in legislation that
includes New York’s Clean Indoor Air Act,
measures to address the threats of acid rain
and fluorocarbons, as well as bills to pro-
tect clean air and water, and to encourage
recycling and conservation,” according to a
letter to senators signed by three dozen en-
vironmental groups.

“Assemblyman Grannis chaired the
Assembly’s first Subcommittee on Toxic
Wastes, sponsored legislation ensuring a
worker’sright to know about hazardous ma-
terials, and worked to regul ate the transport,
storage and disposal of toxic wastes. His
other environmental interests include pre-
serving New York’s natural heritage, reduc-
ing packaging waste, bringing the State into
compliance with the federal Clean Air Act,
and preserving the Adirondack Park.

“Assemblyman Grannis is also an avid
outdoorsman and sportsman,” theletter con-
tinued. “As a fly fisherman, he has spent
much of hisfreetime exploring New York’s
waterways—gaining personal first-hand
knowledge of therivers, lakes and streams,
the stewardship of which hewill be respon-
sible for as DEC Commissioner.”

Moore said that even as chairman of the
Insurance Committee, Grannis “tried to
highlight the risk of global warming. He's
been out front in support of every major en-
vironmental piece of legidation that’spassed
since he's been there.

“His experiencein the L egislature makes
him understand DEC's resource and staff-
ing needs, its policy direction,” Moore
added. “He'sinthe process of rebuilding the
agency, including 109 new staff that Envi-
ronmental Advocates pushed for.”

A leader of New York's largest
sportsmen’s group said he hopes Grannis
will include sportsmen among his new staff
hires.

“The importance of developing a State-
wide perspectiveiskey totheevolution of a
person from being alocal politician to hav-
ing a Statewide point of view,” said the
|eader, Wally John, legislative vice president
of the New York State Conservation Coun-
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Coupon

|
: $2 Off $5 off
|

I Limit — one per customer.
Expires 5/30/07.

cil, which islargely made up of New York-
ers who hunt, fish and trap.

The Council had questioned the wisdom
of Grannis's various hills to regulate trap-
ping and, John said, “his contacts with vari-
ous anti-hunting groups,” including People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animalsand the
Humane Society.

“Throughout the course of the hearings,
we saw significant movement on his part to
improve his positions in regard to our is-

es,” John said, citing among other things
Grannis'ssupport for youth hunting licenses.
Grannis also noted that the State environ-
mental conservation commissioner doesn’t
have the power to limit peopl€e’s right to
carry arms.

“The role of a commissioner is a State-
widerole,” John added. “The role of an as-
semblyman is to represent a small group of
people. We're just pleased that Pete has
shown he's willing to move to that larger

HealthSource
Pharmacy

235 East 57" Street, between 2nd & 3rd
Just two blocks south of the Tram
Phone 212-310-0111 « Fax 212-310-0144

YOUR NEW PRESCRIPTION & HEALTH HEADQUARTERS
* All insurance plans welcome
*« We will match or beat Costco’s online Rx prices
* Full line of vitamins & supplements at NYC’s best prices *
 Full line of medical/surgical supplies *

any Purchase any Purchase
I of $10 or More of $30 or More

« Some exclusions apply. Sale and discounted items are not included.

Also at 1302 2nd Avenue (at 68") & 120 E. 34th Street (Lex/Park)

Free

. Delivery to

Island

Coupon I
$10 Off any |
New or Transferred |
Prescription :

I

 Limit — 5 prescriptions per family.
Valid only for new customers.
Expires 5/30/07.

perspective.”

The jury is still out on Grannis in the
State's business community.

“His record in the Assembly has not ex-
actly been pro-business,” said Michael
Elmendorf, who worked as an aideto former
Governor George Pataki before becoming
executive director of the National Federa-
tion of Independent Business (NFIB), which
lobbies on behalf of smaller companies.

But EImendorf did credit Grannisfor sup-
porting a commission to review health in-
surance mandates that small businesses call
unaffordable.

Asfor Grannis's new job, “I would hope
DEC wouldn't revert to a ‘ gotcha' enforce-
ment mentality,” Elmendorf said. “1 didn’t
really hear anything specifically from NFIB
members other than, ‘| hope they’ re not go-
ing to go after people for minor things,” es-
pecially in caseswhere businessdidn’t know
what the State expected.”

Spare parts for a new environment At a staging area across the east channel of the r|ver
borrowed from Keyspan, Dean Corren of Verdant Power assembles turbines for a “six-
pack” that will be launched soon.
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1OLymPIC CAR SERVICE!

I Alldiscounts included in airport fares: 1
S

JFK $30 * LGA

a 2
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Ask for your special Rl resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

1-718-626-8000

ewark $62+toll:

MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est, 1969

Proudly Serving Foosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Drauly Pick-Up & Delivery

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning .
Shirts Laundered
Expert European Tailoring
Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned
Storage Available
Draperies & All Household tems

29-09 Broadway = Astoria = NY » 11106
TEL / FAX: 718-726-2336

Free Pick-up and Delivery
Concierge or To Your Door
Storage Available
Complimentary Laundry Bag
Convenient Monthly Billing
Corporate Accounts Welcome

Salamis Service Center & Auto Body
718-392-7451

* 10% discount for Roosevelt Island residents
* Free towing for Roosevelt Island residents
* Licensed Inspection Station

Mon.-Fri., 8AM-6PM, Sat. 8AM-4PM (closed Sun.)

Towing is 24/7 — Call anytime
21-15 38th Av., Long Island City

Katz from page 3

methods of accessto Manhattan clearly are
needed.

Community Board 8 will take up the ques-
tion at their Transportation Committee meet-
ing on Tuesday (April 10) at 7:00 p.m. at
the New York Blood Center (310 East 67th
Street). | would characterize this as an idea
with minimal potential for success. DOT
has been less than enthusiastic about such a
project and it's their bridge. On the other
hand, getting the MetroCard system applied
tothe Tramwasaso alow-priority issuewhen
| first proposed it to the City Transit Authority
in February 2002 but, with the help of a CB8
unanimous resolution endorsing the idea, the
project was completed two yearslater. So, you
never know.

What is clear to me, and | suspect to you,
is that our current transportation facilities,
both on-lsland and as part of thetransit web,
are rapidly becoming inadequate. As our
population soars with continuing construc-
tion at Southtown, our needs for sufficient
transportation will become acute. A foot-
path to Manhattan that will include conve-
niences (some sort of elevator, | suspect) for
our disabled population may only be a stop-

Cribune « Bicycle

Tested and

The Ensiest Running Wheel in the World,

i#F" Send for Catalogue.
ERIE, PA.

THE BLACK MF6. CO.,

This was last issue’s “ad that doesn't
belong.” The question was, “What
year did it run?” The answer, which
was hidden in the Farmer’s Market ad,
was 1897.

gap measure, but | don’t see anyone address-
ing increased capacity for the Tram or the F
train anytime soon. RIRA will continue to
look for alternatives and to encourage those
responsible for this community to do the
same.

Letters from page 2

economic sense. But to obtain these ben-
efits without continued governmental
regulation will require both creative pro-
posals and skilled negotiators. Ultimately,
the task is to persuade the key politicians
and their bureacracies that deregulation
leading to a free market will be on terms
that will not destabilize the existing popu-
lation. And, they must convince the pow-
ers that be that such a transition to a free
market will ultimately be better for the Is-
land and all of its residents.”

Robert Chira

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest, to the commu-
nity, and to/from officials. Requests for Name Withheld publi-
cation will be considered, but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verification and for our
records; letters submitted anonymously will not be published.
Preferred method of submission: E-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext e-mail format pre-
ferred, or attach a file), or on a CD left at the desk at 531 Main
Street, addressed to The WIRE. If you e-mail a letter, expect a
confirming response and, if you don't receive one, resend and
call 212-826-9055 to alert us that it's been sent. Alternatives:
Typed copy left at the desk at 531 Main Street, but allow extra
time before deadline for typesetting. Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered, if brief, but we are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters. All letters subject to acceptance and ed-
iting for length and clarity. Recommended maximum length,
300 words; longer letters considered if content merits the space.

Give your apartmaent a lilt
HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Comsultations Available = Use What You Have

AFrR

Ellen Levy
PR, e

Classifieds
50¢ a word » 212-751-8214

Deadline for April 21 issue: Tuesday, April 17
Deadline for May 5 issue: Tuesday, May 1

LOST — OLD CUT STONE, on Roosevelt Island, from heirloom diamond ring of
great sentimental value. Substantial reward if found. Please call to return:
212-963-5721.

VOICE TEACHER - Paul M. Elkin — Broadway veteran, member of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing & Guest Lecturer for the New England Theatre
Conference on Auditioning for Musical Theatre. New to Roosevelt Island.
212-588-1245.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

START YOUR OWN AVON BUSINESS TODAY - Up to 50% commission.
917-627-1055. www.phoneavon.com.

SWIMMING CLASSES - Westview Pool: Children’s learn-to-swim program, ages
4-up, and Adult classes. Sportspark: Advanced program — Swim Team, ages 6-up.
For info and prices, e-mail rimarlinswim@yahoo.com or call 212-753-3611.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group. Call 212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days. 212-593-0750.

EXPERIENCED TEACHER living on Roosevelt Island offers piano lessons for
adults and children. Call 646-675-1209.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Good old
pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER —Will lovingly care for your pet. Overnight available. 917-912-0704.



what happens between Before and After?

our meetings.

Come See What's New on Roosevelt Island!

Good Shepherd Community Center
543 Main Street
Saturdays 10:00 AM
weigh in and registration begin 1/2 hour prior to meeting time listed
Bring this ad and receive FREE REGISTRATION!*
*QOffer expires 4/17/07. Valid at Roosevelt Island Good Shepherd Community Center only.
Ask about MONTHLY PASS**

Unlimited meetings, free eTools - our online weight-loss companion — and great savings!

1800 379 5757 WeightWatchers’

WeightWatchers.com be an . stay an After”
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*Offer valid at the location listed in this ad only. Not valid for At Work or online subscription products.
**Sold in participating areas only; may not be accepted in all areas. Void where prohibited. Not valid
for At Work meetings.

Copyright 2007 Weight Watchers International, Inc. All rights reserved.

DR. JAMES FLANNIGAN
Chiropractor for Children and Adults

507 Main Street
Roosevelt Idand, NY 10044

212-688-4980
Fax 212-688-5659

By Appointment
Monday through Saturday

‘0

'!"g

We Treat:
Foot, Heel and Ankle Pain
Nail & Skin Conditions of the

Dr. Neil Zwiebel
Podiatrist and Foot Surgeon

Foot

Ankle Sprains PARK EAST PODIATRY
Bunions 105 EAST 63RD STREET
Hammertoes .

Ingrown Toenails Suite 1D

Diabetic Wounds Between Lexington and Park Avenue

Diabetic Footcare & Shoes
Custom Foot Orthotics
Emergencies and Injuries

212-207-4360

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
MEDICARE ACCEPTED
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
UPON REQUEST & NEED

Visit our website at
www. parkeastpodiatry.com

Tmnsfer Your
Prescription
and Get 10% OFF Your

Next Purchase!™

City View.. We Care “For You."

SOLGAR ,
Simply call 718-545-2550 to transfer any
SPONGEABLES prescription to CITY VIEW and get 10% off your
next purchase (*Sorry, this d|scount not valid
COSEFINI on prescription co-payments.) Plus, shop our
JASON YELLOW DOT SALE and SAVE 20-30% on
select items!
KISS MY FACE
38 MYTFAC CITY VIEW PHARMACY in Astora ofers:
AVALON

4 FREE PRESCRIPTION PICKUP

& FREE DELIVERY of ANY PURCHASE
on Roosevelt Island and all b boroughs.

4 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY DAY!

and so much more!

CALIFORNIA BABY
SEVENTH GENERATION
METHOD
OLIVIA

AMERICAN GREETINGS Personal service, professmna care...
Trr us and see why Roosevelt
ORGANIC PRODUCTS Istanders LOVE their CITY VIEW! {

HEALTH & BEAUTY AIDS

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri.: 8am 'sp

s LA L Sat.: 9am-7pm Sun.: Closed (Famil Time]

CitY VIEW PHARMACY 23-07 ASTORIA BLVD.
PHONE: 718-545-2550 FAX: 718-545-2555
NEW E-MAIL: INFO@CITYVIEWPHARMACYNYC.COM

(JOOTCARE %

Roosevelt Island
Got Dentist

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Guardian

MetLife In-network participant
Delta Dental In-network participant
DHA/First Fortis In-network participant
Treating many U.N. mission
and consulate members

Check Us Out On The Web

RooseveltlslandDentist.com
Lawrence Itskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
212-752-8722

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare

Empire Blue Cross 21 2-
CIGMNA GHI HIP

Multiplan 832-2310 For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
homebound

House Calls

United Healthcare
Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street ¢« Roosevelt Island ¢ 212-753-5505

Don’t wait for the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday ¢ 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Call your friend
about which movie
to watch and
download it before

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Save over
$299 a year.

FIOS Internet
and unlimited calling.

Verizon FiOS

internet | tv | games | sports | music | entertainment

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FIOS Internet, they don't have to. Powered by
fiber optics, you can count on FIOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available.

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It's easy with our supercharged
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a vyear.

Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You'll also get a wireless router and
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fiber optics today.

Verizon FIOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fiber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365 verizonfios.com/double verizon

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for first 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom Essentials™ service. Customer must be new to Verizon FIOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FIOS
Internet order, Annual commitment required. Beginning month 13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FIOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FIOS
Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for
select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundie rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.

Veerizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum
system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FIOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CATS or higher-grade inside wiring or existing
RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSNe Premium versions of Verizon FIOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will
vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FOS Internet
will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FIOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: \With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon
Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Biling name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential
customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to final confirmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FIOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not
work with service provided on the Verizon FIOS network. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VRZN-FIOS-NO157-K-DP-NY



