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Lt. Gov. David
Patterson was on
hand last week as
additional turbine
generators went into
the East Channel at
Motorgate, in
Verdant Power’s
Tidal Energy project.
Patterson talked with
Verdant President
Ron Smith.

RIRA to Plan for Residents to
Pre-Elect RIOC Board Appointees

Subcommittee Projects Possible June 26 Balloting

by Dick Lutz

A subcommittee of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association
(RIRA) has been working through
the question of just how Island
voters will “pre-elect” appointees
to the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC).

The effort stems from a sugges-
tion by RIOC President Steve
Shaneto RIRA President Matthew
Katz, made at the April 12 RIOC
Board meeting in which Shanewas
hired. “ Those seven non-statutory
positions can be filled and should
be filled, in my view, from Island
people,” Shanesaid, referringto all
but the two Board seats that are
filled by State officials. He said
theindirect processismorereadily
workablethan trying to change the
law. RIOC Board Chair Deborah

Octagon Shows Environmental
Green Can Take a Lot of Green ($)

by Jami Bernard

Asthe Muppet sang, it'snot easy
being green. But despite the
hassles and cost, challenges and
pitfalls, the Octagon is about as
green asit gets — at least in terms
of being one of the most eco-
friendly buildings in New York
City. It wearsthe color well.

It's been just about a year since
the Octagon opened asamarket-rate
rental building, with 20 percent of
its 501 units reserved for moderate-
income renters. Its success can be
judged by leases renewed, length of
the waiting list, and awards on the
mantle of architectural firm Becker
+ Becker Associates.

Those awards cut two ways:
Some arefor the building’s histori-
cal-preservation features, sincethe
design recreated the landmarked
rotunda using some of the original
blue-gray schist, while keeping its
14-story dimensions within the
footprint of the original structure
designed by Alexander Jackson
Davis. But most of the plaudits
have been for the building’s green
elements, which far surpass what
the City building code requiresand
which seem to go off at timesinto
sci-fi territory: complicated heat-
ing/cooling loops, furniture panels
made of repurposed food
byproducts, 250 solar panels that
look like aherd of shiny dominoes
grazing on the rooftop.

Becker + Becker’s John Renner
took The WIRE on atop-to-toetour
of the Octagon’s green-ery earlier
thisweek. Some of the features he
pointed out were what you'd ex-

pect in most hew construction: re-
cycled steel, for example, or insu-
lated windowpanes. Some of the
most impressive featuresare smply
part and parcel of Roosevelt Idand
itself, such asthe underground pneu-
matic system for whisking away gar-
bage, or the hybrid Red Bus, or the
stunning viewsthat make any apart-
ment here seem to be in sync with
the landscape.

But the Octagon really does go
the extra mile in its metaphorical
Birkenstocks — from the mundane
(non-toxic cleaning products) to
the wacky (recycled sunflower
seeds pressed into composite fur-
niture panels; if you look closely,
you'll see that the “grain” is re-
aly... er... grain).

Nearly everywhere you look,
there's a recyclable: Wheatboard
kitchen cabinets made from an in-
edible straw product left behind af -
ter the harvest. Hardboard planks
and stair treads by way of weath-
ered old Pennsylvania barns. As
much of the character-laden gneiss
as could be salvaged from the
origina Octagon structure, thelast
vestige of the insane asylum that
undercover reporter Nellie Bly
once exposed as stinky, dangerous,
and downright crazy.

“In comparison, how much
easier it would be to walk to the
gallows than to thistomb of living
horrors!” wroteBly in her late-19th
century exposé.

The former “tomb of horrors”
now boasts underground parking,
a day-care center, a pool, and its
own bodega, gym, and tennis

Briefly...

* RIOC President Steve Shane toured the Island’s Seam Plant with
resident engineers Robert Liss and Willard Warren, RIOC Board mem-
ber Mark Ponton, RIRA President Matthew Katz, and representatives of
the New York Power Authority (NY PA) on Wednesday, and asked NY PA
for areport on using the plant to produce lower-cost power for the Is-
land. Thereport isthreeto six months away, assuming NY PA agreesto

prepare one.

More Briefs on page 3

courts. The rotunda’s grand spi-
der-web of a staircase, where Bly
observed inmates being choked by
guards when they weren't being
frozen by forced, icy baths, fea-
tures curved, airy spacesfor an art

See Octagon, page 7

VanAmerongen was in synch with
Shane on the idea, as reported in
the April 21 WIRE.

Devising a process is made dif-
ficult by timing, and by thefact that
it would initiate an indirect se-
guenceof eventsin which residents
would vote on alist of nominee-
candidates, which would then be
presented to the Governor. But that
election would be preceded by can-
didates declaring themselves by
presenting a nominating petition
and completing amulti-page State-
mandated disclosureform required
of appointees to State public-ben-
efit corporations and authorities.
After an election, the Governor
would then presumably appoint the
top winners who passed muster.
Those appointmentswould then be
subject to acceptance by the State
Senate.

During thetwelve years of Gov-
ernor George Pataki’ stenure, such
appointments were routinely ap-
proved by the Republican-con-
trolled Senate, but there’s no past
standard by which to judge how the
Senate might view the Roosevelt
Island process, or Democratic
Governor Eliot Spitzer's appoin-
tees coming out of it.

There is also a question of the
State Senate’s session schedule,
which could result in months of
delay.

(RIRA President Matthew Katz

David Bauer, who formed the
Maple Tree Group ten years ago,
as he chaired Monday’'s meeting.

discusses the processin The RIRA
Column in this issue; see page 3.)
The RIRA subcommittee work-
ing on the process is the Maple
Tree Group (MTG), formed in
1997 in response to resident feel-
ings that RIOC was doing a poor
job of maintaining the Island, man-
aging Island resources like retail
storefronts, and providing services
for residents. MTG ultimately con-
cluded that the problem was sys-
temic, and drafted arevision of the
legislation that established and
governs RIOC. That draft called
for direct election of resident Board
members, with the Board fully em-
See Election, page 6

Youth Program, Rebuilding Itself,
Gets New Board and New Director

by Dick Lutz

Imagine all the energy of aCape Canaveral blastoff
and 1,200 kids letting loose after school. Now add
the explosive excitement of a ninth-inning game-win-
ning home run.

You're dtill a little short of the enthusiasm going
into the rebirth of Roosevelt Island's 26-year-old
Youth Program, which has a new Director, a new
Board, and more eager determination than a field of
eight candidates for the Presidency of the United
States.

For one thing, there's Scot Bobo, the 13-year resi-
dent and father of two who says he “literally busted
the doors down” to get into a meeting of the Youth
Program’s Board. Now, he'sformed a new Board of
Directors after setting a high bar: “1 wanted parents

- a

Youth Center’s future — and a piece of its past — Scot Bobo, left, is the Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s

who would say, ‘Yes, | definitely want to be part of
this.” Theoneswho arealittlereluctant, concerned about
thetime—andit will takealot of time—we' Il bring them
in once we get our feet firmly on the ground.”

For another, there's Tina Gonzalez, who starts
Monday as Director of the Program. She got to sing
The Impossible Dream in a big high school event,
“and it'sbecome the theme song of my life,” she says.
“Sometimes we feel that things are impossible — that
the obstaclesaretoo great. But I’ veexperienced enough
to know that you can't say ‘no’ until you' vetriedit, and
even then it might be just atemporary ‘no.’”

Tina herself — named Agustina after a French-In-
dian grandmother —is as diverse as Roosevelt I sland.
“Oh, I'm amutt,” she says. “Both my parents were

See Youth Program, page 7

new Board Chair, recruited by its past Vice President and continuing Treasurer, Steve Kaufman, right. The
new Board has hired Tina Gonzalez as Executive Director. She starts Monday. Kaufman is the sole holdover

from the previous Board of Directors.
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The Editorial Page

ick Tick Tick TICK TICK

There is danger in a ticking clock.

For both Island House and Westview, that clock ticks louder
by the day. Repeatedly extended deadlines have been missed
in the tenant groups’ drive toward resident ownership.

Under the rules of the game called Mitchell-Lama, the
owners have the right to leave the program. Once out, they
slip away from the control of the State Division of Housing
and Community Renewal (DHCR). But without an extended
ground lease, leaving would be suicidally unprofitable unless
rents were raised substantially — perhaps doubled — something
tenants feared that Christopher Daly’s Sheldrake Organiza-
tion was likely to do, at least until Daly got discouraged and/or
pinched financially and went away.

But the option remains for the current owner — or their
corporation in other hands.

If that happens — if the owners grow weary of delay, and
muscle their way out of Mitchell-Lama and raise rents (a dis-
tinct possibility despite an official presumption that they can-
not) — almost every tenant in Westview and Island House will
be forced out.

Resident groups in both buildings have devised plans that
will avoid the legal wrangling that would follow a Mitchell-
Lama departure accompanied by big rent hikes — and they’ve
been working their way past all the ambiguities and lack of
full and willing help from the State agencies involved, coaxing
them along. Those include both RIOC and DHCR under George
Pataki.

Now, there are new players at both those agencies, and a
danger that plans carefully made under Pataki will not fit the
new set of rules.

Each plan — as well as the plan to privatize Rivercross —
may need minor tweaking. But it is time for officialdom to
stop being officious and reluctant. I#’s been ten years, more or
less! 1t is time for bold moves that will ensure affordability for
today’s residents, and ensure availability of the funds needed
for repair and rehabilitation of the buildings.

What will we have in 20 years? “Affordable” housing so
run-down that razing is a better choice than repair? Or build-
ings owned by their residents, carefully brought back to even
greater livability than at any time in their history?

There’s only one good answer, and it’s time — right now,
before summer relaxation sets in — to resolve all this, imple-
ment the resident plans, and secure the future.

Red Bus Redux

RIOC has changed the Red Bus routing again — this time a
more thoughtful change than anything tried before — and, we
might hope, one made with a plan to measure the results to
make sure the new plan is the best possible with the available
resources. (A WIRE e-mail bulletin announced this earlier in
the week; for bulletins, send an AddMe e-mail to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.)

The WIRE will measure, as will every resident who uses the
rush-hour service. IfRIOC measures, too, to test its revision rather
than assuming it will work — and there’s every reason to believe
this administration will — we’ll be on the right track.
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| want to devote most of this column to the extraor-
dinary opportunity we' ve been afforded, at long last,

to affect the administration of Roosevelt Island and
to impact our future here through an elected RIOC
Board of Directors. The parameters were discussed
inthelast WMIRE, both
asanewsstory andin
T h e my column, and the

hard work of devising

an election mecha-

RI RA nism and anticipating

glitches has begun.

CO I u m n First, the basics:

Why, if the Governor

is appointing Island
residentsto this Board anyway, is an elective process
so important? Well, it’s about control, about political
power, if youwill. For over two decades, New York's
Governor has placed his choices on the Board and
they served at hispleasure. For thelast twelveyears,
a Governor who had never set foot on Roosevelt Is-
land controlled the development of this community
through his appointments and, to my mind, did ahor-
rifically bad job of it. Evenif we elect the samefolks
who currently act asRIOC Directors, the control shifts
to We the people. We elect those whom we consider
most likely to serve the community well, and (thisis
the key point) we can remove them through our votes
if they disappoint. That's only all the difference in
theworld, it seemsto me.

Make no mistake: The process would be served
better if the statutes that created RIOC were
amended to include an elected Board. The Maple
Tree Group (MTG), which has espoused this fun-
damental premise for well over adecade, will con-
tinue to push for legislative reform of RIOC’s|ead-
ership by changing the 1984 law that created RIOC.
But the chance to alter the process now, to give po-
litical clout to this community now, isjust too good
to pass up.

The long-dormant Maple Tree Group will create a
working plan that we can offer to RIOC. Asan ad
hoc subcommittee of RIRA, the group will present

itsrecommendati onsto the Common Council for their
approval. What we' ve been offered now isthe chance
to finesse athus-far unsuccessful legislative approach
in favor of aplan that will informally empower resi-
dents to choose their own leadership where it counts
— on the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
Board of Directors.

Now, some things will remain the same. The
Island’s choices will still be required to undergo a
thorough background check. Thisis hardly surpris-
ing; after all, the Board will oversee abudget targeted

i at $32 million in
expenditures for
FY 2007-2008.
Also, thewinner(s)
of RIOC elections
will still require
confirmation by the
Governor and the
State Senate.
Therefore, your
Residents Associa-
tion will require a
memorandum of
understanding, as-
suring us that our
efforts will be en-
dorsed by RIOC,
/ by DHCR, by the
Senate, and by the
Governor, all
things being equal.
All things being
equal includes the same guarantees that Presiden-
tial appointments must have before Congress ap-
provesthem, i.e., no skeletonsin the closet. | think
that all parties understand the necessity of this.
RIRA iscertainly not willing to invent asui generis
election procedure for RIOC without a guarantee
that politics and patronage (a/k/abusiness asusual)
won’'t befoul our efforts. Also, we need to under-
stand that the procedures we invent will outlive this

See Katz, page 12

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

A very interesting two weeks. The major items to
have come across our desks:

1. The Lieutenant Governor, David Patterson, was
on the Island April 25 in a promotion of the environ-
mentally friendly East River turbine project and the
Octagon Tower’s “greenness’ (solar panels, tinted
windows, etc.). Unfortunately, the event was cut short
by the tragic death of a New York State Trooper up-
state and the Lieutenant Governor’s need to leave.

2. | met with RIRA representatives to encourage
the democratization of the RIOC Board of Directors
process. No wonder the Continental Congress had to
call aConstitutional Convention to work out the com-
peting interests. | have promised a copy of the Fed-

gralislt Papers onfthe
The workable plen,
RIOC
Column

3. | met withrepre-
sentatives of both the
handicapped and se-
nior citizensto discuss
their concerns and to
give them my assur-
ances of prompt atten-
tion to, and as rapid
resolution as possible of, matters of special concern
to them. | know that Roosevelt Island was designed
and built with a special needs population sympathy,
and astime has gone by and standards (seethe ADA)
have changed, RIOC will be empathetic and accom-
modating.

4. 1 met with representatives of the Trust for Pub-
lic Lands and the FDR Memorial group. TPL will be
making a presentation at the next Board meeting on
May 17 for the information of the Board members
and the community.

5. | have had several meetings and discussionswith
the representatives of Island House and Westview
together with the owner of both, to move towards a
resolution of the future ownership of the buildings,
with a strong concern for the protection of existing
tenants and the affordability requirements of the Gen-
eral Development Plan. Asthe holder of the ground
leases, RIOC must serveits public purpose, honoring
its contractual relationships and the requirements of
law.

6. Wewere unexpectedly requested (but very pleas-
antly surprised) to submit arequest for funding of the
repairs for the seawall through Congresswoman’s
Maloney’soffice, and dropped everything to meet her
time requirements for the non-defense appropriations
bill. Let usall hope that yes, thereis a Santa Claus.

7. At the Governor’s Cabinet meeting in Albany, |
made contact with Elliot G. Sander (a/k/a Leg), the
Executive Director and CEO of the MTA with whom
| served at DHCR many years ago. | asked if the
MTA would be interested in assisting with our crowd
control and transportation issuesfor the Fourth of July
event, and he invited me to send him the particulars

so he could address them with his operations people.
| hope we will have a much more pleasant and safe
exit for the attendees this year.

8. | have had discussions with the developers of
both Southtown and the Octagon asto their ideas for
improvement of the Main Street streetscape, an ini-
tiative that the Chamber of Commerce had started
more than ayear ago, but was becalmed in the transi-
tion. With cosmetics (radical surgery isreally not pos-
sible), we ought to be able to freshen, brighten, and
make the central corridor more attractive to all. To
the same end, we have invited the Island’s Garden
Club to participate with usin floral displays and se-
lection. An ongoing project.

9. We continue to work on the street lighting is-
sues. With the help of Margie Smith of RIRA and her
ability to enlist the attention of public officialsto pre-
vail on Con Edison, the lights at the Tram were elec-
trified. Arcade lighting outside our office is work-
ing, and we are about to resolve the circuitry issue
for the lights behind Manhattan Park. Progress is
being made and we will continue the effort.

10. We haveinitiated astudy to move Public Safety
from its present location to 504 Main Street. The
present space must be overhauled (and for anyone
who doubts the imperative, they are invited to drop
in for atour), and rather than keep Public Safety in

I limbo while doing

VIR E arehabilitation and

for several pro-

grammatic reasons

(such as getting

those vehicles off

Main Street, cen-

tralized location,

etc.), the idea is
very appealing.

11. Asafirst step
inthe Roosevelt Is-
land Bridge reha-
bilitation, the toll
booths are being
demolished at the
Island end of the

Bridge.
12. Andlast, but
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Rg{tjlg?%’; tsr[],:g(l;(e\gvs?
-mail: SSh RIOC. -
emal SShane@RIOCLOM £l Health & Fit-

ness Day last Saturday, with former Mayor David
Dinkins lending his support. The weather was good
and there was a very good turnout and participation
in the various activities (I admire those who tried the
climbing wall!). | want to thank all the community
volunteers who contributed their time and effort to
theday. | also want to thank EricaWilder and Donna
Madgly of the RIOC staff for their hard work.
Onwego. Again, please bring to my attention any
issuesthat you think RIOC may be helpful inresolving.



COMING UP

— ThisWeekend —

Subway Diversion, all weekend, through M onday at 5:00 a.m., no
direct subway service to Manhattan. (Use the Tram, or take a Queens-
bound F to Roosevelt Avenue, then cross to the opposne platform and
board a Manhattan-bound F train.)

Weight Watchers, Saturdays, 10:00 am. (weigh-
in at 9:30), Good Shepherd Community Center.

Vernissage 6, members' show, continues at Gallery
RIVAA through May 20. Gallery hours are Sat.-Sun.
11-5; Wed. and Fri. 6-9. >

Children’s Advanced Swimming Classes, Sat.,
9:30; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5:30, Sportspark pool. Infor-
mation: 212-753- 3611 '

Children’s Learn-to-Swim Program, Sat., noon; Tues. and Thur.,
5:00 p.m. Information: 212-753-3611.

—The Coming Week —
ResidentsAssaociation Common Council meeting, Wed., May. 9, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings, open to
all, begin with public access period for residents to present matters to the
Council. (Future meetings June 6, Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp @MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

— Future Events —

Mother’s Day, Sun., May 16.

Nutrition v. Dieting, Tue., May 15, 7:00 p.m., Westview lower com-
munity room, 595 Main Street, presented by Dr. Craig Fishel of the
WEellness Center, Manhattan, sponsored by Orphans International. Re-
freshments. Information: 212-735-2511.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., May 19. (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to

Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)
Advertising Deadlines: Adsinthe
paper, Thur., May 10; decision on
circulars/insertsfor The Bag, Mon.,
May 14; they aredue Thur., May 17.
Additional issuesin 2007: June 2,
16, 30; July 28; Aug. 25; Sept. 8, 22;
Oct. 6, 20; Nov. 3, 17; Dec. 1, 15;
then resuming fortnightly January 12, 2008. News phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters, 917-617-0449. Phonefor display and classified advertis-
ing placement and information, 212-751-8214.

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., May 14, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., May RIOC
17, 9:30 am., Good Shepherd Community Center.

(Future meetings 4:30 June 28, 9:30 Sept. 6, 4:30 Oct.
25, 9:30 Nov. 29.) m

Book Discussion Group: John Henry Days by
Colson Whitehead, Thur., May 17, 6:30 p.m. Group meets monthly,
third Thursday, at the NY PL Roosevelt Island branch.

Honk!, presented by the Main Street Children’s Theatre, Fri., May
18, 7:30 p.m. Additional performances Sat., May 19, 2:00 p.m. and
7:30 p.m; Sun., May 20, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.; and Mon., May 21,
7:00 p.m. Information and reservations: 212-371-4449.

Memorial Day, Mon., May 28.

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., May 28, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

A Midsummer Night's Dream, presented by the Main Street Teen
Theatre, Fri., Junel, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., June 2, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., June 3,
2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Information and reservations. 212-371-4449.

Special Election for State Assembly seat representing Roosevelt |s-
land, Tue., June5.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., June 6,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings,
opento all, begin with public access period for residentsto present mat-
ters to the Council.(Future meetings Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)

Dance Concert, presented by dance students of the Main Street The-
atre and Dance Alliance, Sat., June 9, 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Infor-
mation and reservations: 212-371-4449.

Toastmaster s public speaking group, Mon., June 11, 8:00 p.m. Call
212-751-9577 for location and other information.

AHistory of the American Film, presented by Main Street Teen The-
atre, Thur., June 14, 7:00 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., June 15-16, 7:30 p.m.; Sun.,
June 17, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Roosevelt Island Day, Sat., June 16 (date changed).

Book Discussion Group: House of Splendid Isolation by Edna
O'Brien, Thur., June 21, 6:30 p.m. Group meets monthly, third Thurs-
day, at the NYPL Roosevelt Island branch.

Town Hall Meeting — Ask Your Elected Officials, with City
Councilmember Jessica L appin, Borough President Scott Stringer, Thur .,
June 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m., City University of New York, 535 East 80th
St at East End Av. Co-sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association with other East Side associations.

RIOC Board of Directorsmeeting, Thur., June 28, 4:30 p.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center. An open forum for residents to bring
matters before the Board will follow the formal session. (Future meet-
ings 9:30 Sept. 6, 4:30 Oct. 25, 9:30 Nov. 29.)

Book Discussion Group: The Secret Agent by Joseph Conrad, Thur .,
July 19, 6:30 p.m. Group meets monthly, third Thursday, at the NY PL
Roosevelt 1sland branch.

Book Discussion Group: Collected Novellas by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Thur., Aug. 16, 6:30 p.m. Group meets monthly, third Thurs-
day, at the NYPL Roosevelt Island branch.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Sept. 5,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings,
opentoall, begin with public access period for residentsto present mat-
tersto the Council. (Future meetings Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)

RIOC Board of Directorsmeeting, Thur., Sept. 6, 9:30 am., Good
Shepherd Community Center. (Future meetings4:30 Oct. 25, 9:30 Nov.
29))
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To the Editor:

My family moved into the Octa-
gonin November. Besidesfeeling
as if | have missed the best-kept
secret in NY C — until now — | do
alsofeel compelled to comment on
a number of items reported on in
the most recent issue.

First of all, intheinterview with
Shane, there were reported com-
ments to the effect of “Octagon
residents won’t shop on Main
Street.” If you think about this, it
doesn't make sense. If anyoneis
likely to shop on Main Street, itis
the people who will walk right
down it all of the time. The
weather has only been nice a
couple of weeks, but | can assure
you that many Octagon residents
arewalking fromthetrain/Tramto
their home. Give us more attrac-
tive stores or restaurants to shop
inand|, for one, will most certainly
be there. | enjoy Trellis, but |
would also like an upscale Italian
or Mexican restaurant with a nice
cocktail lounge.

Second, as far as transportation
goes, how much support is there
for a ferry? This is the obvious
aternative idea. | admittedly do
not know the economics of rider-
ship/stops, but | know that the in-
frastructure costs would be mini-
mal and therefore the time to
implement would be minimized.
Fighting for walking access to the
bridge seemsto meawaste of time,
energy, and effort — given the im-
pediments mentioned by Shane.

Last, in this day and age of fo-
cus on recycling and the waste of
plastic, why deliver The WIRE in
plastic bags? It would be more en-
vironmentally responsible—aswell
as less labor-intensive — to just
leave the papers on the floor.

| do loveit here, but | also wish
the longtime residents would not
be so resentful and disdainful of us
who have chosen thislovely build-
ing on thislovely Island to livein.

Denise Shull

[etters

To the Editor:

In his letter (The WIRE, April 21), Frank Farance does raise several
interesting alternatives on how others could help us off the Island. A
Circle Line service contract that would promise to come for us in the
event of an emergency isnot abadidea. | hopethey are ableto comefor
us. | alsowould welcome more frequent F trains, and the addition of the
Q train on those same tracks would al so be a welcome improvement to
our daily commute, if they can doit.

All good ideas, but | don’'t see that doing these things means that we
should not also have a staircase/elevator to the Bridge.

The staircase, which some have called “the Roosevelt Island Fire Es-
cape,” is the one option where we can be self-reliant, not waiting for
someone else to save us. Would everyone use the stairs? No. Would
everyone useit at the same time? No. But in those timeswhen thereis
a less-than-perfect storm going on, when the pressure is building, this
could siphon off some of the pressure for those of us who feel trapped,
and not connected to Manhattan at rush hour.

| have taken measurements, and the height to the walkway on the
bridge is 174 feet from the ground, 278 steps or 21 floors, and that
equates to an easy three-minute walk down and a five-minute, heart-
pounding walk up. | suggest that, if we do build a staircase, there be a
landing with a bench halfway up for those who might need a rest stop.
The stairs should be wide enough to allow for two-way traffic, and the

stairs should be well-lighted.

ToRIOC:

Pleaseexplain again, if possible,
the reasons behind the Octagon ex-
press bus schedule. |I'm sure they
exist.

Ah, but do they justify the fact
that an empty Octagon bus does not
stop at the ‘ other’ bus stops where
people stand and wait, on a rainy
morning (April 27, 9:15)?

It may come as a surprise, but
we, the non-Octagon people, are
not outlandish; all we want is get
to the subway or Tram and get to
work, in the most humane fashion
possible.

If we promise to behave and not
to stare at the high-rent-clean-hall-
ways-non-urine-smelling-fire-
staircases building tenants, will the
Octagon bus please stop and pick
usup, too? We' Il keep to ourselves
and step right to the back of the
bus.

M. Menglide

The letter above was submitted be-
fore last week’s change of routes.

Neal Weissman

Letters deadline for May 19
issue: Tue., May 15
After deadline, letters considered
on a space-available basis.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local inter-
est to the community, and to/from officials.
Requests for Name Withheld publication will
be considered, but the writer's name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; letters
submitted anonymously will not be pub-
lished.

Preferred method of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail preferred, or attach a file),
or on a CD left at the desk at 531 Main
Street, addressed to The WIRE. If you
e-mail, expect a confirming response and,
if you don't receive one, resend and call
212-826-9055 to alert us that it's been sent.
Alternatives: Typed copy left at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street; allow extra time
for typesetting. Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered, if brief. We are not able
to take telephone dictation of letters. All
letters subject to acceptance and edit-
ing for length and clarity. Recommended
maximum length, 300 words; longer letters
considered if content merits the space.

ResidentsAssociation Common Council meseting, Wed., Oct. 3, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residentsto present mattersto
the Council. (Future meetings Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)

RIOC Board of Directorsmeeting, Thur., Oct. 25, 4:30 p.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center. An open forum for residents to bring
matters before the Board will follow the formal session. (Future meet-

ing 9:30 Nov. 29.)

ResidentsAssociation Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 7, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residentsto present mattersto

the Council.

(Future meeting Dec. 5.)

RIOC Board of Directorsmeeting, Thur., Nov. 29, 9:30 am., Good

Shepherd Community Center.

ResidentsAssociation Common Council meeting, Wed., Dec. 5, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).

Senior Center

Monday
10:30-11:30, English as Second
Language
10:30, Blood Pressure
12:30, “Oldies’ Movies
1:00, Computers
5:45, Yoga
Tuesday

9:30, Get Sronger Bones
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie
2:00, Lotto

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)
Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Yonkers Raceway, Sat., May 5,
12:00 noon
General Meeting, Tue,, May 8,
7:00 p.m.
Mothers Day Party, Sat., May
12, 6:00 p.m.

Atlantic City, Wed., May 16
Coler-Goldwater visits RISA,
Mon., May 21, 10:30 am.

Senior Day, Sun., June 3

Home-delivered meals:
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

B“eﬂy from page 1

* State Senator José Serrano has
included member itemsin the Sate
budget for the Historical Society
($5,000) and RIVAA, the Visual
ArtsAssociation ($8,000), aswell
as the New York Junior Tennis
League ($6,500), which has a pro-
gram on the Island, directed by
Joyce Mincheff.

* A Roundtable of PS/IS217 stu-
dentsfrom grades 5-8 made grants
—fundsraised intheir recent Penny
Harvest —to acharitable group in
Kenyaandto St. Jude’'s Children’s
Research Hospital.

* Following up on last October’s
light-aircraft crash on the Upper
East Side, Rep. Carolyn Maloney
has urged the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to per manently pro-
hibit East River overflights ex-
cept when pilots receive advance
permission from air traffic control.

* Minority Democrats in the
State Senate aretrying torevisethe
421-a tax incentive program for
creation of new affordable hous-
ing, calling the present program a
“hundreds-of-millions giveaway
for luxury housing.” Inapressre-
lease, they quote a study by the
Pratt Center for Community Devel-
opment, which cited Roosevelt
Island’s Riverwalk Place as hav-
ing a lifetime tax break of $24.7
million. The Democrats propose
that developers should get 421-a
tax breaksonly if their projectsare
30% affordable housing for low-
and moderate-income families,
with 50% of the affordable units
set aside for residents of the local
community board area.
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NEWLY CONSTRUCTED

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Riverwalk Landing #4 is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for
25 affordable housing rental apartments now under construction at Riverwalk Landing #4
on Roosevelt Island. This building is being constructed through the Inclusionary Affordable
Housing Program of the City of New York's Department of Housing Preservation and
Development. The size, rent and targeted income distribution for the 25 apartments are as
follows:

Total Annual **

# Apts. Apartment Household Monthly * Income Range

Available Size Size Rent
Minimum Maximum

$37,223 - $39,680

Studio 1 $887

1 Bedroom 2 $949 $37,960 — $45,360

2 Bedroom 3 $1,142 $47,858 — $51,040
4 $47,858 — $56,720

* Includes gas for heat and cooking
** Income guidelines subject to change

Qualified applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selection
criteria. Applications may be requested by regular mail only from the following address:
Riverwalk Application Requests, 328 Eighth Avenue, Box 235, New York, NY 10001.
Completed applications must be returned by regular letter sized mail only (no priority,
certified, registered, express, or overnight mail will be accepted) to a post office
box number, or its equivalent, that will be listed with the application, and must be
postmarked by May 20, 2007. Applications postmarked after May 20, 2007 will be set
aside for possible future consideration. Applications will be selected by lottery; applicants
who submit more than one application will be disqualified. Duplicated applications will not be
accepted. Preference will be given to New York City residents. Current and eligible residents
of Manhattan Community Board #8 will receive preference for 50% of the units. Eligible
households that include persons with mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of
the units; eligible households that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will
receive preference for 2% of the units; and eligible City of New York Municipal Employees
will receive a 5% preference.

No Brokers Fee. No Application Fee.

“ MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor

The City of New York GPPORTUNITY
" n Department of Housing Preservation and Development :

SHAUN DONOVAN, Commissioner
-—

www.nyc.gov/hpd

&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

oo Family Special ** *
Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
2-liter Pepsi —$15
Cheese Pie: Large $12, Medium $10

Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971
—FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM—

718-278-5262

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

Sunshine

By noon on a sunny day, the
promenade has absorbed a lot of
heat and, even if the air is a bit
cool, it's a pleasant place for lunch.
Trellis offers take-out, whatever its
destination, so we invite you to
soak up some rays and enjoy a
Trellis sandwich and hot coffee out
there where the ships go by.

See you at Trellis. Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to
vour liking. Catering for all occasions.

e—

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) )
609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F)

What kind of heroine
did it take to build 20th-
Century America?

The people who built upon the
American dream after the Civil War
were immigrants who responded to
the promise of afree country with
the confidence that they could
make their way in a new
environment. The people who
prepared the way for the
American Century were people
like Jadwiga Wdowiak and Paul
Adamik. Thisistheir story.
“...acompelling tale... riveting

journey... masterful storytelling.”

-D.A. Silverman, author,
Polish-American Folklore

$19.95
Available now at We Are One, 599 Main Street
or through Amazon.com or JadwigasCrossing.com

THE GROG SHOP

605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We
specialize
in
wines
from
all
nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3
Closed Tuesday
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SPECIAL ELECTION  TUESDAY, JUNE 5™

ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND FOR NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY

Micah Keller is Endorsed by: Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, Councilwoman Jessica Lappin,
Borough President Scott Stringer, Comptroller William Thompson and NYS Senator Jose Serrano

“-ﬁ‘-

| am running to succeed Pete Grannis
as the Assemblyman representing
Roosevelt Island. As Pete begins his new
job in Governor Spitzer's administration,
it is important that the working families
of Roosevelt Island continue to have a
progressive member of the Assembly
fighting for them in Albany to:

P Preserve the affordable housing
and character of Roosevelt Island.

P Work for increased accountability
and transparency of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation.

P Ensure that South Point Park
becomes a reality.

Together we can fulfill the promise of
Roosevelt Island.

KELLNER

DEMOCRAT FOR ASSEMBLY

For more information, or to volunteer, please email kellnerforassembly@gmail.com
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Swim Team at Health & Fitness Day
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Kids in the Island’s Learn to- Swrm program (see ComlngUp page 3) put on their Marllns Swim Team shirts to participate in last Saturday’s Health and Fitness Day.
Coach Igor Shoukhardin and Instructor Christopher Johnston are holding the team banner, left and right.

Election from page 1

powered to hire and fire the Presi-
dent of RIOC — a power the Board
already has, though it has always
accepted the Governor’schoice, as
in the case of Shane.

MTG's efforts, through RIRA,
ultimately led to a compromise in
which Pataki accepted an increase
in the number of residents on the
RIOC Board. Resident seats now
comprise a majority of the nine-
member Board but, under the plan
envisionedintheremarksby Shane
and VanAmerongen, the only non-
residents on the Board would be
those required by the RIOC stat-
ute — the Chair, who is the Com-
missioner of the State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR), currently VanAmerongen,
and a representative of the State
Budget Office.

While the City’s mayor has the
right to propose two names for the
Board, one of whom must bearesi-
dent, the presumption isthat he or
shewould agreeto put forward the
name of someone pre-elected by
residents.

An election of Board members,
whether held in June or after, could
produce considerable change if it
fillsall thetermsthat are currently
expired or soon will expire. They
include, with term-end dates as
supplied by RIOC:

* David Kraut — June, 1995

* Patrick Stewart — July, 2001

» John M annix (non-resident) —
June, 2005

» Mark Ponton — May, 2006

* Alberteen Anderson — June
10, 2007

» Michael Shinozaki
ber 27, 2007

Theterm of CharleeMiller, the
most recent appointee, islisted by
RIOC as expiring in June of 2009,
though the law specifies four-year
terms. (Deborah Beck, who was
dismissed from the Board by then

— Decem-

Trace Islanders’ efforts
toward self-governance in
the WIRE archive at
nyc10044.com.

Governor Pataki when Miller was
appointed, did not serveafull four
years.)

RIOC Board members whose
terms have expired serve until re-
placed.

MTG will meet again Monday
evening to further refine its draft
plan, which will be presented to the
RIRA Common Council at its
meeting on Wednesday (May 9) at
8:00 p.m. in the Good Shepherd
Community Center (lower level).
The MTG meeting on Monday
night (May 7), likethe RIRA meet-
ing, will be open to the public. It
will be held in the lower commu-
nity room at Westview (595 Main
Street) at 7:30 p.m. Whatever the
RIRA Council approves would
then be subject to further discus-
sion with Shane and, possibly, ac-
ceptance by the RIOC Board of
Directors.

Initsdraft form asof TheWIRE's
Thursday night pressdeadline, the
MTG proposal envisions an elec-
tion on Tuesday, June 26. (It was
deemed unworkable to attempt to
havethe el ection coincide with the
June 5 specia election to fill the
State Assembly seat vacated when
Pete Grannis resigned to become
Commissioner of the State Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion.) That datewould be preceded
by a storm of activity: Nominat-
ing papers and petitions, the State
background questionnaire, and a
campaign with public Q&A ses-
sions.

Astheplanisenvisioned, al Is-
land residents 18 and ol der would
be able to vote, regardless of na-
tional citizenship, though each
voter would be required to present
evidence of Island residency, such
as adriver’s license or other offi-
cial document showing age and
address. (Building tenant lists
might also be used.)

After the election, there would
be State follow-up — inquiries to
confirm candidate suitability under
State regulations, then gubernato-
rial appointment, and State Senate
approval.

Under the plan, residents would

vote Island-wide on all nominees.
Ways of achieving some sort of
proportional representation for
each |sland building were set aside
in favor of amethod of getting the
best possible list of nominees, no
matter the buildings in which they
live. MTG members commented
that running RIOC is concerned
with thelsland asawhole, and has
little to do with individua build-
ings, which have their own man-
agement structures.

The plan drafted by MTG —sub-
ject to acceptance by the RIRA
Common Council and then by
RIOC President Shane and, possi-
bly, by the RIOC Board —envisions
subseguent elections being held at
the same time as elections for the
Residents Association Common
Council, which falls on the No-
vember election day in even-num-
bered years. It also contemplates
asking for amoratorium on replac-
ing any Board members until an
election can be held.

Shane Says Public Safety
Will Move to 504 Main St.

RIOC President Steve Shane told The WIRE last week that the Public
Safety Department (PSD) will move to 504 Main Street, the Blackwell
“minischool” space last occupied by RIOC itself while its quarters at
591 Main Street were repaired, and before that by the Lillies Christian
School.

Speaking of Jim Fry, the current PSD Chief, Shane said, “| asked Jim
if he would like to get out of the current space on a permanent basis.”
Initially, 504 Main had been seen as a temporary relocation space dur-
ing repair of the PSD facility in Eastwood across the street from Trellis.

Shane listed a series of advantages to making the move permanent: A
more central location once Southtown is completed, getting PSD cars
off Main Street, more privacy when people are brought into the station,
space for lockers, better “holding pens,” and a more separated office
area. Shane described the PSD staff as “wildly enthusiastic” about the
move. He said he “tried the idea out” on “a couple of other resident
associations’ and that RIRA President Matthew Katz “didn’t jump up
and down and start screaming.”

Asked about past plansto use the 504 Main Street location as expan-
sion space for the Youth Center, which occupies adjacent space in
Eastwood, Shane said, “ There must be other waysto deal with the Youth
Center. We've got plenty of available space.”

Shane said he envisioned setting aside a portion of the building for
retail space.

The Maple Tree Group’s Monday night meeting, working on an election plan. Present when this photo was
taken, clockwise from left: RIRA President Matthew Katz, MTG Convenor David Bauer, RIRA Secretary Sherie
Helstien, Lee Edelman, Vicki Feinmel, Ivens Stanton, and Margie Smith, who chairs RIRA’s Government
Relations Committee.



Octagon from page 1

galery and the Roosevelt Island
Historical Society.

Back in the day, as Bly’s row-
boat approached the Island, she
trembled in fear. “What is this
place?’ she asked of a man “who
had his fingers sunk into the flesh
of my arm.” Blackwell’s Island,
hereplied, “an insane place, where
you'll never get out of.”

Had she arrived today, though,
Bly could have gotten out pretty
easily: the Octagon has its own
express Red Buses during rush
hour, and as soon as the Army
Corps of Engineers getsits act to-
gether, Bly’sold dock will beready
towelcomeaNew York Water Taxi
for smartly-dressed commuters;
the permits are already in place.

Once Becker+Becker got the
green bug, they kept going. Thelist
of green elements they rejected is
possibly longer than what they
wound up using, but that’sthe way
it goes when you’re charting new
territory. “Building green is very
fun in theory, and it's fun when
you're finished,” explained
Renner, acity planner by training.
“The technology is so new that
there'strial and error, and alot of
investigating of things endlessly
that you may or may not imple-

Phdtéxio?itau%"éﬂ“?

on the roof at Octagon Park
Photo: Paul Warchol

ment.”

Like the fuel cells that were re-
jected in favor of the rooftop pho-
tovoltaic panels. Or the pricey
natural bamboo they wanted for
flooring until they realized that the
energy expended inimporting it all
theway from Asiaoutweighed any
green benefits.

Bruce Becker, president of
Becker+Becker and the chief force
behind the Octagon restoration,
would have been on thislittle Oc-
tagon tour, but he had a couple of
things on his schedule that got in
the way. Last Tuesday alone, he
spent the morning at Development
New York’s first Green Building
Awards ceremony, where Gotham
Construction won for its work as
contractor on the Octagon and two
other projects.

Then, Tuesday evening, Becker
received the Lucy Moses Award
for the Octagon from the New York
Landmarks Conservancy. The Oc-
tagon has also won the Green
Apple award from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the
State Department of Environmen-
tal Protection. Becker outlinesthe
awards he's received in terms of
color: there's a silver certificate
coming soon for surpassing yet an-
other environmenta standard. He
barely has time to
design new and
greener buildingsfor
all the colorful
awards he has to
pick up.

Clearly, the Octa
gon has emerged as
a champion in the
suddenly hot field of
“green” — buildings
whose design, sys-
tems, and upkeep are
consistent with the
goals of a new,
Earth-friendly con-
struction aesthetic.
But the developer’s
commitment  to
green isn't only
about being kind to
the environment.
Renner figures they
received about $5
millionin tax breaks

and other construction incentives
for going green, in addition to the
lower cost on the back end: the gas
and electric bills are about 35%
less than in buildings that are en-
ergy hogs. (Rentersget abreak on
their own electric billsestimated at
$90-$270 per year, depending on
the size of the apartment.)

Back to Kermit, though... it's
definitely not easy being green.
Renner is candid about the brave
new world of green, in which no
oneisquite sure these newfangled
mechanical systemswill work pre-
cisely as planned, because “you
rely on your mechnical/electrical/
plumbing engineers, you hire spe-
cialists. They do energy models
wherethey look at how this equip-
ment will perform. But it comes
down to how well your engineer
designed it, and how well it was
putin.”

Take the pool, for example. The
elaborate system whereby the wa-
ter from the pool mingles with the
water from the HVAC system, sort
of aliteral One Hand Washes the
Other, sounds great on paper. And
it doeswork, initsway, to use cold
water to cool what needs cooling
and hot water towarmit elsewhere.
In practice, though, the pool water
only gets a few degrees warmer
than otherwise, which is not the
same for swimmers as stepping
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they might want to install some
other kind of heater,” suggested
Renner.

Then there are the gorgeous old
floor planksintherotunda. Asyou
walk on them, you can imagine
yourself in one of those Northeast
Pennsylvania barns. Unfortu-
nately, afew of the planks endured
recent water damage from a sprin-
kler-system mishap, and there’'sno
way to match the damaged pieces
of wood to the barns whence they
came. Any replacement boards
will look decidedly different.

There's also a great plan to get

33
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in on the energy savings provided
by that turbine experiment that's
going on in the East River. Cur-
rently, Gristedesis drawing power
from the fish-friendly turbines.
“We'rein the queue,” said Renner
wryly, meaning that the Octagon
isn't the only entity waitingitsturn
for those turbines.

All those tax incentives aren’'t
exactly free, either. On Monday,
May 7, an army of inspectors will
arrivewith 50 sensor devicestotest
the air and make sure that no one
mopped a floor with ammonia or
mistakenly sprayed Pledge on a
wooden bannister. Becausethetax
credits are allocated over a five-
year period, the building is tested
annually to make sure they're
earned. “We need to meet certain
benchmarksin order to continueto
receive this financing,” says
Renner.

He points to a reception-area
photo of one of the sensor devices.
“It's pretty sophisticated equip-
ment,” he said, then corrected him-
self after a WIRE reporter looked
dubious. “Actualy, inthispicture,
it doesn’'t look so sophisticated,”
he agreed. It looked like a low-
tech prop from the original Sar
Trek TV series.

“But if you break it, that's
$100,000right there,” said Renner,
cheering up considerably.

Green isgood, but it comes at a
price.

—
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John Renner explains a unit that pre-cools fresh air in summer and pre-

into a warm bath. “In ten years,

heats it in winter.

Youth Program from page 1

born in Puerto Rico, but our family is... Well, | have Ger-
man, French, Indian, and my great grandfather was a Span-
iard, on my mother’sside.” So she appreciates — no, abso-
lutely adores — the diversity of Roosevelt Island. “Just
walking down the street and going to the school and seeing
the seniors, and the youth... It iswhat a community really
should be. You have such a diverse community, and that
should be celebrated every which way.”

She intends to celebrate it through her role as replace-
ment for Charlie de Fino, who | eft the Youth Center in Janu-
ary of 2006 after his twelve-year dream of a Youth Center
expanding into 504 Main Street, theformer Lilies Christian
School space and, before that, an Island minischool, was
guashed by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) Board of Directors, which wanted more documen-
tation of Youth Center programs than de Fino wanted to
supply. Both de Fino and Rivercross resident Steve
Kaufman, then the Chair of the Youth Center Board, said
the information had been supplied to RIOC Boards repeat-
edly. Theimpasse meant that $1.5 million in City funding
has been returned.

[The space at 504 Main Street is now to become the new
home of the Island’s Public Safety Department, according
to RIOC President Steve Shane.]

But Kaufman is newly fired with enthusiasm, too. He's
staying on the Youth Program’s Board during a transition
from a 16-month period in which he did what he could to
fill in after de Fino's departure. He's the only holdover
fromtheold Board. “All their kidsgrew up. Mine, too,” he
says. “We needed a

Youth Center’sfuture by both Tina Gonzalez and Scot Bobo.
Says Bobo, “The level of parent involvement isalot lower
than it could be because | don’t think alot of parents knew
how to get in the door. Now, atop item on the agenda is
how do we get more parents involved.

“There are new families on the Island. Thiswas the big-
gest signup we' ve had for baseball in ten years, up from 60
to 80 for the minors, and in minor-league baseball we now
have two groups. And alot of people from off the Island
are getting the word that our programs are good.” Bobo
feelsit's a good idea to have off-l1sland families involved.
It just adds to the Island’s diversity, he says.

“When | moved here 13 years ago, there was alot more
action at the Youth Center,” Bobo said this week when he
sat down for achat with The WIRE. “Thefacility was more
full than itisnow. There were Scout sleepovers, more mu-
sic programs — a lot more going on.

“Everybody on the Island is touched by the Youth Cen-
ter, whether they know it or not. There's Roosevelt Island
Day, and the Halloween parade and party. All the people
on this Island are part of this program, but we need to get
theword out.” Bobo says his own ten-year-old son discov-
ered the Youth Center about a year ago and loved the big-
screen TV, the computers, and thefriends. “He started hang-
ing out there, which was fine, because we knew where he
was.” But as the program “dwindled” without a full-time
executive director, Bobo's son drifted away. Bobo wantsto
bring back all the youth who've drifted away, and bring
more newcomers and their parents into the program.

Gonzalez, who has

new Board with par-
ents of kids actively
involved in the pro-
gram, and every one
of the new Board
members does.”

The involvement
of those parents is
seen as a key to the

Old Youth Program Board
Michael Babcock, Chair
Steven Kaufman, VP/Treasurer
James Kaufman

Steve Marcus

Jimmie Wan

raised three children and
doesn’'t look anywhere
near old enough to be the
grandmother of another
two, feels the same way.
“Being a parent — that's
my proudest profession —
you redlize that you have
to partner with people, to

The New Board

Scot Bobo, Chair

Christina Ewing, VP

Steven Kaufman, Treasurer
Patti Fallone

Jennifer Fitzgerald
Rebecca Hogan

Brian King

be conscious that they are human beings, not labels. You
haveto bring them in and work with them.” She enthusias-
tically describes a program in which even security guards
at ayouth facility began, under her guidance, to know that
program’s clientele as families.

As for the kids, she sees a broad mission: “I’ve worked
with gangs, with children in Rikers, with youth groups...
It's not only looking at them as future presidents and
councilpersons and doctors and nurses. When you look at
today’schildren, you' relooking at the environment in which
your own children will live as they grow. It isthat chang-
ing environment that will be our future.”

Gonzalez confesses to having a soft spot for teenagers.
“After a certain age, people seem to think that kids should
have it all together. | hate to break it to everybody but, if
you look around in the world, there are a lot of people in
very strategic places who don’t have it all together.” She
adds, “We have alot to learn from our youth.”

Asked about her plans for the Youth Center, Gonzalez
says, “1 hope to become part of thiswonderful community.
With progress comes change. | hope I’m going to be part
of very positive change aswell asdevelopment. The previ-
ous Board did a great job of making sure the Youth Center
is there and sustaining it. Our goal will be to take it to
another level —enhancing and enriching it —and seeing to it
that people have and feel ownership of the Youth Program.
It should be a community resource.”

It'slike the motto of the PoliceAthletic L eague, Gonzalez
says. “Before kids can go places, they need aplace to go.”
She adds, “That needs to be a place they want to be.” She
clearly intendsto make the Youth Center that place for well
over athousand kidswho already participate directly in ac-
tivities at the Center and at PS 217, where the Youth Pro-
gram runs Roosevelt Island’s Beacon Program — and she
wants to reach more.

Scot Bobo invites parents who'd like to get involved to
get in touch with him at LScotBobo@yahoo.com or at
212-486-3338.

The number at the Youth Center is 212-935-9365.
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FAMILY CENTER

Monday Night Parenting Series Presents

Temper Tantrums & Other Toddlerhood Behaviors

Why they happen, and how to deal with them

The transition from babyhood into toddlerhood is huge, and it is often filled with
challenges and frustrations for both toddlers and parents.

In this two-hour workshop, Eileen Levine, M.A., Child Developmental Specialist,
offers invaluable information to help parents understand why temper tantrums and
other challenging behaviors occur during the normal course of toddler development,
and gives parents strategies on how to deal with this semmingly difficult behavior.

Eileen has a Master’s Degree in Developmental Psychology, and has worked as a
child development specialist, early childhood educator, and parent counselor, and
developed the Creative Play for Kids program in various locations in Manhattan and
here on Roosevelt Island for Island Kids.

Handouts will be given at the end of the workshop. Registration forms available at
www.lslandKids.org or by e-mailing Leopolds5@aol.com.

Childcare will not be provided.

Date: Monday, May 14

Time: 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Where: Island Kids, 536 Main Street
Fee: $30individual / couple

COFFEE, TEA, AND CHAT

A complimentary evening twice a month for Dads
and/or Moms to chat away their parenting
frustrations! Take this opportunity to discuss your
parenting experiences in a relaxed atmosphere
with fellow Island parents. Parenting is the
hardest job in the world! Let’'s chat and give each
other a pat on the back! Coffee and tea will be
served.

Free.

Fridays at 7:30

May 11 & 25, June 8 & 22

Facilitators: Gina and Chris Enock

Call 212-317-0216

www.IslandKids.org
Registration is ongoing.

Sales & Service
Est. 1961

License #730671

c H RI s Tv Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop. MoSn.-thr)i. 69-7

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair at. 9-
In-Home Service 71 8-392-7444 21-16 36th Av.
All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.

We will make sure your pet is safe
and happy in his or her own home.
Will also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
212-751-8214.
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Amazingly Fresh Fish
Chops ° Steaks * Salads
Full Bar

11AM-Midnight

28-13 23rd Avenue, Astoria
Reservations: 718-728-9194

Two of parties ¢ corporate events * weddings ¢ baptisms ¢ showers
DIET ,

AGUNEEEE MAIN STREET CHILDREN'S THEATRE presents
S I R E LT i SR SR CR eF £ BT = B = Bl 0 S Bl =R S U S B S T S RS R et Bew B ol = B < B =R C )= R

- : I THEATRE
April Showers Bring May Flowers B¢ '

Grow From the Inside Out ALLIANCE

Receive a beautiful Pilates
umbrella with your first 10
class package purchased

during the month of April.*

i

2 0 10 5 1 00 0000 D A I L T o D S D P

As Always - Your First
Introductory Class is Free
and your second FULL Class

is Half Price e oolo FE

In April and May take a class
on a rainy day, arriving .
dry with our Pilates »é\—'
umbrella and you will

get a bonus of $5.00

of Reforming NY
Pilates Money!

=
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-
“The Ugly Duckbing Musical’

Diracted 8y Carla StocGman

FRIDAY, MAY 18 at 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, MAY 19 at 2:00 & T30 p.m..
A — SUNDAY, MAY 20 at 2:00 and T:00 p.m.
T ——— 8 MONDAY, MAY 21 at T:00 p.m.

Redeem your Pilates 5
Dollars towards 10 Class
Packages or products
during June and July!!**

04 @ T E T E Y E N B L E B OB E L B OO O O e AT @

» F |
www.ReformingNY.com | EVENING STOVS $15 GENDRSE) ‘%
Midtown: 5 MATINEES $12 (SENIORS $9)
1 S& nwisht/ﬁng Bs,b aililite 804 gi MAT SEATING FOR AGES 4 - 10, $5 ALL SHOWS |
P}(LazgsleNG :Eastside: g TICKETS ON SALE AT 20X OFFICE
NEW YORK | &) "ast o4th ot. Concourse Level H 212-711-4444 FOR INFORMATION & BOX OFFICE HOURS
(212) 944-0611 H 548 MAIN ST, ~ ACRDSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

R B A L 0 D P TR B A T

MSTEDA PROGRAMS ARE SUPPORTED, IN PART, BY PUBLIC FUNDS
LIUR FROM THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS.
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ROOSEVELT I1SLAND DAy NURSERy

Open House
Friday, May 11 trom 9:15 —10:15 AM

Please come meet the director and patents, and see our classtooms in action.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is located at 4 River Road. For more information or to schedule an alternate
time to visit, call (212) 593-0750. Member of ERB and ISAAGNY. Accredited by the National Association for
the Education of Young Children. Financial Aid available.

Securities Corp., Member NASD/SIPC

providers — We represent over 40 banks

212-644-8231

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

You have financial questions???
We have financial answers!!!

* Financial Planning — Retirement, College Funding, ete.
* Insurance — Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care
e Investments — Securities offered thru Genworth Financial

* Mortgages — Registered mortgage broker — NYS Banking
Department loans arranged through third-party

* Real Estate — Purchase, rentals, sales, & property management
* Tax Preparation — Tax reduction planning

Webpage: Accountfin.com
E-mail: generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street * Roosevelt Island

e Criminal Law

®,

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident
Free consultation for Island residents

Evening and weekend appointments available « Home visits

» Divorce & Family Law
¢ Personal Injury Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

» Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Real Estate: Closings
*» Business Law

Vor. XTIT.—No. 632.]

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1869.

SINGLE COPIES, TEN CENTS.
$4.00 PER YEAR IN ADVANCE.

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the Year 1869, by Harper & Brothers, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States, for the Southern District of New York.

Editor’'s note: Our home was called Blackwell’s Is-
land 150 years ago, before it became Welfare Island, then
Roosevelt Island. The following text is taken, as pub-
lished, from Harper’'s Weekly, February 6, 1869. lllus-
trations are on page 10, at left.

The public institutions on Blackwell’s Island, committed
to the charge of the Commissioners of Public Charitiesand
Correction, form the subject to our illustrations on page 92.
We propose to give a brief description of those institutions,
with some facts and suggestions derived from the last pub-
lished Report of the Commissioners — that for 1867.

The Small-pox Hospital, at the southern extremity of the
Island, is sometimes entirely vacant. Advantage was taken
of such a vacancy in 1867 to repair and paint the building
throughout, and to introduce gasfor lighting from the Char-
ity Hospital. Of the 209 patients under treatment that year
fifteen died.

The Charity Hospital in 1867, subsisted 6855 patients, of
whom 505 died. This institution, though open to patients
suffering from every variety of disease, islargely devoted
to the treatment of syphilis. More than 2000 cases of this
description were admitted in 1867. It will soon be neces-
sary to erect a separate hospital for patients of this class.

No applicants are admitted to the Alms-house except those
who, from old age or chronic infirmity, are incapable of
earning a livelihood; for it is found that inmates, after a
brief residence, lose al self-reliance and become a public

charge during life. The able-bodied, who may be suffering
from want, are either granted temporary relief by the Su-
perintendent of the Outdoor Poor, or they are committed to
the Workhouse. Under the present regulations the Alms-
house is, as it should be, a shelter for the old and infirm
rather than as formerly the abode of the vagrant and sloth-
ful. Hospital rules have been established, thorough cleanli-
ness is enforced, and a more generous diet has been pro-
vided.

The prisoners committed to the Penitentiary, numbering
2311 in 1867, are divided into three classes, according to
the gravity of their crimes, and, though subject to the same
rules in respect to labor and discipline, they work in sepa-
rate gangs and eat at separate tables, and each prisoner oc-
cupiesaseparate cell. Only those guilty of felony wear the
distinctive dress of the Penitentiary. “There are,” say the
Commissioners, “about 30,000 children in this city grow-
ing up inignorance and idleness. They have no occupation
but to beg, and learn no art but to steal. Hordes of children
are sent out every morning to beg or pilfer among the piers
and bulkheads of the city, to snatch up, unobserved, a few
grains of coffee, or handfuls of cotton, or scraps of iron;
and their progress from the first act of pilfering to burglary
is as regular as the progress of a school-boy from class to
class. At the age of fifteen the girls are prostitutes and the
boys professed thieves. The brevity of their lives, short-
ened by syphilitic disease, is the only check upon the in-

crease of their numbers.” The measures recently adopted
to break up this career of crime among our youth by arrest-
ing children found begging or peddling nick-nacks in the
streets promise to secure good results.

The Juvenile Asylum of this city, which is authorized to
receive children on the warrant of a magistrate, has been
the means of saving from destruction man children of the
classes referred to, and its managers are entitled to warm
thanks of the community for their zeal and devotion to the
great work of philanthropy in which they are engaged. The
Children's Aid Society and the Reformatory, with other
charities of alike character, have, without coercive powers
been instrumental in rescuing annually large numbers of
children from ruin, by gathering them from the streets, cloth-
ing them, and securing for them comfortable and reputable
homes.

To the Work-houses are committed drunkards, vagabonds,
and disorderly persons, the terms of imprisonment varying
from ten days to six months. As a house of correction it
well fulfills the purposes of its establishment. Of the per-
sons committed aconsiderable proportion are newly-arrived
emigrants. Inorder to protect the counties of the State from
the maintenance of foreign vagrantsand criminals, the Leg-
islature has imposed a tax upon each emigrant arriving at
the port of New York. The Commissionersof Emigration col-
lect the money thus rai sed, which they disburse under regula-
tions which they have framed for their own government.
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HealthSource
Pharmacy

235 East 57" Street, between 2nd & 3rd
Just two blocks south of the Tram
Phone 212-310-0111 « Fax 212-310-0144

Free
Delivery to
Roosevelt

Island

Make Your Reservations Early
for a Special Mother’s Day at

Brazilian & Continental Cuisine
Ask for Malagueta Sangria — a perfect warm-weather drink
In addition to our regular menu, we will feature:

Appetizer:

Crab meat with grilled corn salad

Main Course: Roasted Filet Mignon with
potatoes croquette & broccoli served with
Shiitake Mushroom Sauce

Desserts: Pavé (Brazilian Tiramisu), Brazilian

Fruit Salad

25-35 36th Avenue, Astoria

YOUR NEW PRESCRIPTION & HEALTH HEADQUARTERS
* All insurance plans welcome
* We will match or beat Costco’s online Rx prices
* Full line of vitamins & supplements at NYC’s best prices *
* Full line of medical/surgical supplies ¢

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 4-10
Friday 4-11, Saturday 1-11, Sunday 1-10

Reservations: 718-937-4821

We also deliver ($10 minimum order)
Heavenly dining —try these:

I Limit — one per customer.
Expires 5/30/07.

any Purchase any Purchase
I of $10 or More of $30 or More

* Some exclusions apply. Sale and discounted items are not included.

Also at 1302 2nd Avenue (at 68") & 120 E. 34th Street (Lex/Park)

Prescription

I « Limit — 5 prescriptions per family. I
Valid only for new customers.
Expires 5/30/07.

I
I
: New or Transferred
I
I

Katz from page 3

RIOC President, this DHCR Commissione,
and thisGovernor. If we establish an elected
RIOC Board of Directors, there must be an
understanding that the enfranchisement of
this community will endure.

For many years now, RIRA electionshave
been impeccably run and the results univer-
sally accepted. However, we can't just use
RIRA electionsasatemplatefor RIOC. The
RIRA Constitution requires usto elect build-
ing del egates according to aweighted sched-
ule, so that each residential development
seats a number of Council Members com-
mensurate with its population. Theresultis
a Common Council composed of 35 mem-
bers when all the seats are filled. With the
potential for electing only seven of the nine
RIOC Board members, out mutual goal of
widespread diversity — of representing each
building group, each organization, each in-
terest group on Roosevelt Island —is unten-
able.

While we surely will attempt to continue
the building representation that the current
Board enjoys, | believe that RIRA has a
higher priority —to attract the very best and
brightest residents to the job. We are ask-
ing our neighbors to take responsibility for
a$19 million annual operating budget and a
$13 million capital budget, and to make de-
cisions that affect the lives of 12,000 resi-
dents (and counting). Now, more than at
any timeinthe previous 23 yearsof RIOC's
existence, and by virtue of the ballot box,
we are asking them to accept more visiblity
and accountability, not just to the Governor,
but also to friends and neighbors.

Will the present RIOC Directorscampaign
tokeep their Board seats? | don’t know. Will
othersin the community volunteer to runfor
thisessential task? That remainsto be seen.
Will RIRA be able to attract candidates Is-
land-wide while keeping the quality of the
individual Board members high? Again,
we'll have to see. | know that MTG and
RIRA can produce aflawl ess el ection based
on mutually agreed-upon criteria.

But you, the residents, can make or break
the process by providing or withholding
your participation and support. If the com-

munity endorsesthe effort with quality can-
didates and strong participation at the polls,
then we will have truly brought democracy
to Roosevelt Island and made an enduring
contributionto Island life. If the apathy pre-
vails that sometimes destroys our best in-
tentions and our best efforts, then the pow-
ers that be can say, “We gave them a shot
and they simply weren't uptoit. We'll have
to continue imposing Board members on
themin order to runthelsland.” That would
be a shame, wouldn't it?

Look, | understand the pitfalls of democ-
racy aswell asanyone. AsE.B. White said,
“Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that
more than half of the people are right more
than half of thetime.” Sometimes you get
anAbe Lincoln; sometimesyou get a George
W. Bush. If any resident over 18 can run
(we haven’'t considered prerequisites for
Board seats— education, job experience and
the like —and I’m not sure we should), then
utterly unqualified residents could conceiv-
ably beelected. It will be RIRA'sjob to vet
the candidates' credentials before the pub-
lic, in Town Meetings and in candidates
written communications and campaign
signhage, but it will be your job, the
community’sjob, to pay attention and to vote
for the very best men and women on
Roosevelt Island. For this opportunity to
work, you must stay attentive and you must
stay committed. So, stay tuned.

A strange thing happened a few weeks
ago. | waswalking north on Main Street at
just about twilight, and | passed agray SUV
parked in front of the cleaners. The smoked
windowswere closed, and so | couldn’t see
who was inside. Emanating from the in-
terior was some loud music and the sweet
odor of a certain proscribed herb; we're
all familiar with that smell, right? Now,
by itself this is not unusual and | really
don’t get bent out of shape if someone
wants to take a toke or two some place
quiet. What | found remarkable was that
they chose to park directly opposite our
Public Safety office. Apparently, they
considered this location to be the safest
place to do a dooby on Roosevelt Island,

or
Frango Com Prosciutto

re—-- -7 Tre T 1 Salmao Com Molho De Alcaparras
Coupon | Coupon | Sautéed Salmon with Mashed Potatoes,
$2 Off $5 off | $10 Off any | Sautéed Spinach and Capers Sauce $15

Sautéed Chicken Breast with Prosciutto and Fontina Cheese in Marsala
Sage Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, Sautéed Spinach, and Veggies $15
A dessert truly beyond dreams: Passion Fruit Mousse $5

Saturdays only, the Brazilian national dish — Feijoada Completa
Black bean stew made with dried meat, pork, sausage, and bacon; served
with rice, farofa, and sautéed collard greens

*o<<

’b

'19 “‘ LIVE CHICKEN
& MEAT MARKET

—HALAL—

@(

<> ASTORIA

Gray chicken Roosters
White Chicken Eggs
Fowl Turkey
Ducks Fancy Birds
Rabbits Goose
Pigeons Lamb
Quail Goat
Guinea Hens Calf

FULL MEAT MARKET

31-37 20th Avenue, Astoria
Mon.-Sat. — 8:00-6:30
Sun. - 8:30-4:00

. 7118-777-7249

FREE DELIVERY

and indeed, there was no one patrolling
the street as | passed. Curious, no?

And finally, this from the Department
of Transportation, which has started the
three-year renovation project on the
Roosevelt Island Bridge. Tuesday saw the
beginning of work to remove the two toll
boothsand toll islands adjacent to Motorgate
andto level theroadway. Thiswill improve
the traffic lane’s width for vehicles leaving
the Island during the upcoming reconstruc-

tion project. Contractors will be working
between 7:00 am. and 7:00 p.m., but we are
assured that these operations will not affect
vehicular traffic on the Bridge. NYC DOT
has hired a Project Community Liaison, Eric
Deutsch, to provide the community within-
formation and respond to any project-related
guestions, comments, or complaints, and he
may be reached at 212-799-8803, ext. 24,
Monday through Friday between the hours
of 7am. and 3:30 p.m.
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OLYMPIC

LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

1-718-626-8000 S
1-718-728-3030

Special discounts are included
in these low airport fares:

JFK $32
LGA $16
Newark $65 + tolls

@ Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport: 1-718-626-8000

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

* Door-to-door service *
* Long distance and local calls ¢
* Service to all area airports ¢

Discount on all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Please ask about your
return trip from the airport.

hen it really counts, count
on Olympic!

o Friday May 18 at 7:50 pm

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado- .//'-f -4 '

Design and fly your own kite noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-
Delicious BBQ olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu

Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-
Fun for everyone vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner

Shel Sha-bos Ko-

Manicure Special Facial We Specialize in Strong Extensions
French Manicure European Deep Pore Cleansing Facial That Last for Two or More Months.

of the universe, who
RSVP appreciated | has sanctified us with
212-652-5660 * zduchman@nvbb.net | His commandments,
commanded us to
.j) kindle the light of the
holy Shabbat.

Buffing Manicure Crystal Wrap Extension
Paraffin Manicure m Crystal Wrap
Spa Manicure Lip Wax Crystal Wrap Extension Set
Change Polish Eye Brows Wax Glue Manicure Touch Up

Threading Lip Gel Manicure Touch Up
m Threading Eye Brows
with European Jacuzzi Chin Wax
Pedicure Chin Threading 10 Minutes
French Pedicure Bikini Wax 15 Minutes
Paraffin Pedicure Brazilian Bikini 20 Minutes
Spa Pedicure Under Arms 30 Minutes

Change Polish Full Arms
Lower Half Legs(feet Included) EAR PIERCING

Zalman and Nechama Duchman 212.652.5660
hneir Zalman Halevi

“ FOOT REFLEXOLOGY Upper Half Legs Single Earring

15 Minutes Full Legs Baby Earring Starts
Back Wax

Shoulders

20 Minutes

» Comprehensive martial arts training
» Develop inner confidence

* Total body conditioning & toning

* Fight diseases & weight control

* Prolong youthful appearance

We Welcome You to Our Newly Renovated Salon.
Call for an appointment and enjoy 50% off all serv1ces
May 7- May 11. Or even make it May 14-18 and still

take 20% off.

12 . 709 . 2014 Rooseselt Saland DY 1004

accept Credlt Card; Visa, Master Card, American Express. Open Hours: Monday - Saturday: 10am "'8p

Now on Roosevelt Island —

250 Main Street, west entrance (gymnasium)

Starts Monday, June 4, at 6:00 p.m.

Mon. & Thur. 6-7 p.m. for teens from 7-15 years
7-8 p.m. for adults from 16 years

For information, jules.dabo@yahoo.com or call 646-651-2790

Or visit: www.vovinamusa.org
Ask about savings on annual membership and early registration
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Salamis Service Center & Auto Body
718-392-7451

* 10% discount for Roosevelt Island residents
* Free towing for Roosevelt Island residents
* Licensed Inspection Station

Mon.-Fri., 8AM-6PM, Sat. 8AM-4PM (closed Sun.)

Towing is 24/7 — Call anytime
21-15 38th Av., Long Island City

Choose a powerful team for all your real
estate and home financing needs.

coLbweLL
BANKER B

HUNT KENNEDY

Robert Shapiro

Private Mortgage Banker
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
212-805-1010

Joyce Mincheff

Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident
Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy
917-517-8572

Real Estate Information:
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Hunt
Kennedy. All rights reserved.

Financing Information:

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division
of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
#43216 12/06-3/07

SPORTSWIRE

Roosevelt Island Minor L eague Baseball saw its Opening Day on April 28, and nearly
80 boys and girls on six teams got into the action.

uuuuuuuuuuuu

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

In Game 1, Blue beat Maroon 7-6 in agame that was decided in thelast inning. Earlier
in the game, Blue's Nick “The Stick” Loveless hit ahomerunin hisfirst at-bat. Not to be
outdone, Maroon’s ElijaCohen smacked atriple, and KaylaTang hit arun-scoring double.
Down by one run in the last inning, Blue's Aron Marfey tied the game with two outs on a
solo home run. Two batters later, James Matten hit the game-winning RBI.

First basemen from both teams played brilliantly —Blue's John King and Maroon’s Olivia
Vordenberg, as well as Maroon’s second baseman, Takeshi Fukai.

In Game 2, Green inched by Black with the same 7-6 score. Home runs were belted out
by Green's Jordan Chambers (in his first-ever minor league at-bat!) and Black’s Jakira
Young. The game-winning homer was hit by Green’'s Jonathan Hurt. Black’s Steven
Sanchez went 3 for 3 at the plate, while Jaden Perry’s timely hitting kept a rally going
earlier on.

In the final game of the day, Red beat Light Blue, riding the powerful bats of Jonah
Bobo, who smacked two home runs and a triple, Elvia Herrera, who went 3 for 3, and
Cameron Hogan, who went 4 for 4. Hits into the outfield were quickly cut off by Red's
Matthewos Butler, who kept Light Blue'srunnersfrom circling the bases. Light Blueteam
highlights were turned in by L uke Kruger-Aimone, who belted a 4th-inning home run and
helped his team with 2 RBI’s, and by Billy Cusick, with a rally-saving base hit. Light
Blue's defense was anchored by Luke's play at shortstop, including an unassisted double-
play, a spectacular line-drive catch at second base by B.J. Johnson, and tenacious defense
by pitcher Brock Lucas.

Sandings after one week are:
Red Team: 1
Green Team: 1
Blue Team: 1
Black Team: 0-
Maroon Team: O
Lt BlueTeam: O

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Expert carpentry ¢ Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

Classifieds
50¢ aword » 212-751-8214

Deadline for May 19 issue: Tuesday, May 15
Deadline for June 2 issue: Tuesday, May 29

TUTORING - English professor available. Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis. 646-319-3873.

VOICE TEACHER - Paul M. Elkin — Broadway veteran, member of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing & Guest Lecturer for the New England Theatre
Conference on Auditioning for Musical Theatre. New to Roosevelt Island.
212-588-1245.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

START YOUR OWN AVON BUSINESS TODAY - Up to 50% commission.
917-627-1055. www.phoneavon.com.

SWIMMING CLASSES - Westview Pool: Children’s learn-to-swim program, ages
4-up, and Adult classes. Sportspark: Advanced program — Swim Team, ages 6-up.
For info and prices, e-mail rimarlinswim@yahoo.com or call 212-753-3611.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group. Call 212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days. 212-593-0750.

EXPERIENCED TEACHER living on Roosevelt Island offers piano lessons for
adults and children. Call 646-675-1209.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Good old
pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER —Will lovingly care for your pet. Overnight available. 917-912-0704.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available — Use What You Have
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MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Daily Pick-Up & Delivery

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning +  Free Pick-up and Delivery
Shirts Laundered Concierge or To Your Door
Expert European Tailoring Storage Available

Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned Complimentary Laundry Bag
Storage Available Convenient Monthly Billing
Draperies & All Household ltems Corporate Accounts Welcome

29-09 Broadway * Astoria * NY » 11106
TEL / FAX: 718-726-2336
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DR. JAMES FLANNIGAN
Chiropractor for Children and Adults

507 Main Street
Roosevelt Isand, NY 10044

212-688-4980
Fax 212-688-5659

By Appointment
Monday through Saturday

Professional Skin Care
on Roosevelt Island

Marina Manukyan
NYS licensed aesthetician
3y

SOTHY S

Facial & Body Treatment:
Anti-Aging Therapy
Adult & Adolescent Acne
Peeling Treatment
Hyperpigmentation Treatment

455 Main Street
(212) 371-2971
By Appointment Only

PARIS

Free Consultation

www.islandskincare.com

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time  Save You Money * Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW

. Licensed Clinical Social Worker .
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

ity
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e
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We Treat:
Foot, Heel and Ankle Pain
Nail & Skin Conditions of the

(7 OOTCARE

Dr. Neil Zwiebel
Podiatrist and Foot Surgeon

Foot

Ankle Sprains PARK EAST PODIATRY
Bunions 105 EAST 63RD STREET
Hammertoes Suite 1D

Ingrown Toenails uite

Diabetic Wounds Between Lexington and Park Avenue

Diabetic Footcare & Shoes
Custom Foot Orthotics
Emergencies and Injuries

212-207-4360

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
MEDICARE ACCEPTED
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
UPON REQUEST & NEED

Visit our website at
www. parkeastpodiatry.com

Roosevelt Island

Got Dentist

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Guardian

MetLife In-network participant
Delta Dental In-network participant
DHA/First Fortis In-network participant
Treating many U.N. mission
and consulate members

Check Us Out On The Web

RooseveltislandDentist.com
Lawrence Itskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
212-752-8722

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA GHI HIP

212-
832-2310

House Calls

For the frail elderly

Multiplan
ongrd and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street ¢« Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505

Don’t wait for the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday ¢ 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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about which movie
to watch and
download it before

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Save over
$299 a year.

FIOS Internet
and unlimited calling.

Verizon FiOS

internet | tv | games | sports | music | entertainment

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FIOS Internet, they don't have to. Powered by
fiber optics, you can count on FIOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available.

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It's easy with our supercharged
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a vyear.

Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You'll also get a wireless router and
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fiber optics today.

Verizon FIOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fiber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365 verizonfios.com/double verizon

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for first 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom Essentials™ service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS
Internet order, Annual commitment required. Beginning month 13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FIOS
Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for
select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundie rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.

Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum
system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FIOS Internet and/or FIOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CATS or higher-grade inside wiring or existing
RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSNe Premium versions of Verizon FOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will
vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FIOS Internet
will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FIOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon
Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Biling name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential
customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to final confirmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FIOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not
work with service provided on the Verizon FIOS network. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VRZN-FIOS-NO157-K-DP-NY



