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The RIOC-RIRA plan for an election to nominate

resident members of the RIOC Board is on hold.
The election planned and announced for Septem-

ber 18 will be delayed, at least to the November 6
general election, and possibly longer.

According to resident leaders who have been work-
ing on the plan since RIOC President Steve Shane
came on board in April and working more intensely
in recent weeks, the delay has been mandated by the
Governor’s Office of Appointments, which seems to
have been surprised when the
developing plan – with an ac-
tual election date, budget, and
points of agreement – became
known to them.

But Deborah VanAmerongen,
the Commissioner of the State
Division of Housing and Com-
munity Renewal (DHCR), who
chairs the RIOC Board, told The
WIRE on Wednesday, “I
wouldn’t call it a delay imposed
by the Governor’s office.  I tried to be clear with RIRA
through the discussions that we were open to input
from the various buildings, [but] I also expressed con-
cern about anything that was termed an ‘election,’ so
it then could appear that this office or the Governor
was standing in the way of a democratic election pro-
cess.”

Shane explained the situation this way in a Wednes-
day conversation with The WIRE:  “Obviously, we
reported this as a matter on RIOC’s agenda in our
report to the second floor [the Governor’s office].  To
what extent it got any attention there, I don’t know.
RIOC is such a microdot on the radar, it’s hard to
claim anything.  But now that the matter has risen to
attention, it has gotten some attention, and they have
asked us to please put everything on hold.

“They’re not rejecting it.  They’re saying please
put it on hold because it has implications for the
broader group of State agencies.”  Shane added, “They
had never really said ‘go ahead,’ they had never re-
ally said ‘don’t go ahead’ in the context of our report-
ing what we intended to do.  So now they have said,
‘Whoa, let’s wait a minute.’”  Shane said he had never
explicitly cleared the election plan with the
Governor’s office, or gotten an explicit “go,” but had
simply included it in reports.

But Margie Smith, the former RIRA Vice President
who now heads the organization’s Government Rela-
tions Committee, said, “Each time we asked, we were

assured by Shane that the Governor’s office was aware
of what we were doing and they didn’t object to it.
Also, [RIRA President] Matt [Katz], [MTG head]
David [Bauer], and I met with Shane and
VanAmeriongen because she wanted to dsicuss the
details of how the elections would work.  She was
talking about ‘how’ it would happen – not ‘if.’”

As David Bauer of the Maple Tree Group (MTG),
a Residents Association subcommittee, put it, “As
RIRA met with Steve Shane on a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) about what the election pro-

cess would
accomplish,
and as MTG
w o r k e d
through the
details of the
process, one
of the in-
volved State
a g e n c i e s
flashed a
caution light.

The Office that vets prospective appointees to State
agencies asked to have a closer look at what is being
done to carry out the apparent intention of the Gover-
nor.  The completion of the Memorandum was put on
hold.”

Although there may be adequate time before No-
vember to clear up any concerns with all the State
executive units that might have an interest in the
broader impact of the election plan, there’s no cer-
tainty that the State offices involved will even begin
considering it in time for Board candidates to decide
to run, complete the necessary papers, and campaign.

But there is a further problem, articulated by
VanAmerongen.  “It came out looking like it was
something like a RIOC-endorsed and -financed pro-
cess.  It got to the MOU point, with [the MOU calling
for] RIOC support for an ‘election’ process, and that
was problematic.

“I had said repeatedly that calling it an ‘election’ is
problematic.  They [RIRA] can call it that, but an elec-
tion that is sponsored and endorsed by RIOC is dif-
ferent from RIRA going through a process on their
own.”

While anyone can recommend a RIOC Board can-
didate to the Governor – and developers have suc-
cessfully done so in the recent past – there’s appar-
ently a concern that an actual elective process result-
ing in recommendations might put a considerable bur-

The Roosevelt Island for Or-
phans summer campaign has
shifted to high gear after a kick-
off brunch at Riverwalk Place held
on Roosevelt Island Day.

More events are coming – in
Rivercross, Manhattan Park,
Eastwood, and Riverwalk Place.
And representatives are still
needed for Island House and The
Octagon.  The champion fundraiser
in whatever building tops the cam-
paign will be flown to Sri Lanka
to report for The Main Street WIRE
on Orphans International’s (OI) or-
ganizational efforts there.

In an event last weekend at Gal-
lery RIVAA, Islanders performed
to help Westview reach a goal of
$1,000.  Deborah Drucker, Mat-
thew Katz, and Sherie Helstien
were joined by Bonnie Goodman
in a guest cabaret appearance.  The
evening ended with those perform-
ers and the guests singing We Are
the World, but not before OI’s cof-
fers were enriched to the tune of
$2,200 – more than double the
goal.

Marlene Flom hosted the event,
assisted by RIVAA members
Esther Cohen and Toshiko Kitano,
while a multimedia show of OI’s
children around the world played
in the background.  The Grog Shop
and FreshDirect provided wine and
cheese, providing support from on
and off the Island.

In welcoming the OI guests,
RIVAA President Tad Sudol noted
that OI was one of the Island orga-
nizations that wrote letters on be-
half of the organization (the letters
stand for Roosevelt Island Visual
Arts Association).

As the summer campaign con-
tinues, Rivercross will have a pro-

gressive cocktail party, being
planned as a series of hour-long
soirées in three different apart-
ments the same evening.  Eastwood
talent, spearheaded by Barbara
Parker, may host a dance extrava-
ganza in the Main Street Theatre
and Dance Alliance.  Manhattan
Park is planning a series of wine
and cheese parties in the four dif-
ferent buildings, coordinated by
Kimberly Andino.  And Riverwalk
Place representative Silvia Kramer
plans a gathering in the building’s
penthouse community room over-
looking the Manhattan Bridge and
skyline.

“Our goal is to raise $10,000 for
orphans here on the Island this
summer,” says OI founder Jim
Luce. “With projects for tsunami
orphans in Indonesia and Sri
Lanka, and for kids whose parents
died in Hurricane Jeanne in Haiti,
funding is needed above and be-
yond what is provided by our gen-
erous Child Sponsors.”  Other OI
projects in motion are located in
Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, the Domini-
can Republic, Peru, and the Phil-
ippines.

Orphans International is very
much a home-grown Roosevelt Is-
land charity, though it has branched
out to raise funds internationally,
gaining support from H.S.H. Price
Albert of Monaco.  Among Island
residents, many have stepped for-
ward – not just those acting as
building captains in the current
fundraising effort.  For that effort,
Ricardo Vasquez of The Octagon
apartments has produced a line of
promotional items ranging from
hats and shirts to mugs and mouse-
pads.

Flom says, “Participating in Or-
phans International makes my life
seem more valuable.  I know first-
hand that there are needy children
out there.  And because of OI, or-
phans can have a better day, with
clothes, food, school, and play.”
She adds, “Orphans soon learn to
bear their circumstances because
there is OI to care.  Every one of
us can be a child sponsor – just
caring – as being a sister/brother,
father/mother for another.”

Orphans International World-
wide is associated with the United
Nations Department of Public In-
formation, and is described by
Wikipedia on-line at http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphans_International.
It is located at 540 Main Street

Orphans International
Nets $2,200; More to Come

Bonnie Goodman was among those performing last weekend at Gallery
RIVAA in a benefit for Orphans International.

Paul Katz

Summer  What’s a blistering hot day in July good for?  Water and splashing, of course!See Orphans, page 8

See Election, page 8

Briefly...
Consultants have started work on

a “CHP” (Combined Heat and
Power) plan for the Island’s Steam
Plant, with the goal of having rec-
ommendations ready in time for
Hudson-Related to consider Island-
produced steam for heating and cool-
ing requirements in Southtown
buildings now under construction, as
well as three apartment buildings yet
to be built.  The New York State
Energy Resources and Development
Agency (NYSERDA) is splitting the
cost of the planning work with the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration.

Weekend Subway Curtailed
Weekend F-train service is curtailed for three week-

ends, starting today.  There will be no direct service
from Manhattan to Roosevelt Island through Monday,
August 13, from 12:01 a.m. Saturday through 5:00 a.m.
Monday.  For Roosevelt Island, take the Queens-bound
F or V, running on the V line, from any station below
Lex/53rd, then cross over to a Manhattan-bound F at
Roosevelt Avenue.  Or take the Tram.
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Summer doldrums have set in; can the dog days be
far behind?  Music and outdoor dining have returned
to The Trellis and not a moment too soon.  What a
charming way to spend a Friday or Saturday summer
evening!   Life on Roosevelt Island remains reward-
ing and precarious and I’ll explain what I mean as
this column develops.

Early in June the Island hosted Mayor Bloomberg
and his entourage, here to visit the Verdant Power
RITE (Roosevelt Island Tidal Energy) project.  We
got to schmooze with Deputy Mayor Kevin Sheekey,
and that contact developed into a meeting at City Hall.
Our frank discussion resulted in his request for a tour
of the Island, for which we will accommodate the

Deputy Mayor in mid-
August, and upon
which I shall report in
these pages when The
WIRE returns to your
doorstep at the end of
the month.  Don’t for-
get: the City still owns
this chunk of rock
and, all things being

equal, will resume control of their property at the con-
clusion of the Master Lease in 2068.  It’s nice to see
someone from the Mayor’s office taking an interest
in City property at last.

Were you at Southpoint Park for the Independence
Day fireworks?  Even the seriously inclement weather
couldn’t dampen the festive mood among the thou-
sands who attended.  Sherie and I also have been to
and thoroughly enjoyed the first two movie screen-
ings at Southpoint.  Kudos to RIOC and Community
Liaison Erica Wilder for two fine evenings and for
enhancing the subsequent publicity with signage all
over the Island for the remaining three movies.  Mat-
ter of fact, the next film is tonight, so why don’t you
come out and enjoy?

The arts are what we do best here on Fantasy Is-
land, and there have been two openings:  Selwyn
Fund’s solo show at The Octagon and the RIVAA
“Summer Expressions” exhibit at the Gallery.  Both
are worth your consideration.  I fell in love with
Selwyn’s photo of Jackie Robinson that appeared in
The WIRE’s May 19 issue and bought a print that I’ve
mounted and now proudly display among my Brook-
lyn Dodger memorabilia.  I still mourn Brooklyn’s
loss of Da Bums.

Orphans International, that worldwide movement
to create “global citizens” from third-world aban-
doned children, is in the throes of its summer fund-
raising efforts that will pit building against building
in a good-natured competition to see which develop-
ment can raise the most money.  Like the organiza-
tion itself, this friendly rivalry is the brainchild of OI
founder Jim Luce.  Sherie and I performed some of
our music along with Deborah Drucker at last
weekend’s Westview effort at Gallery RIVAA that
raised twice the expected goal of $1,000.  It was enor-
mous fun and I urge you to keep a weather eye out
for the fund-raising events to follow.  Isn’t it extraor-
dinary that there are homes for children all over the
third world named after Roosevelt Island and

Roosevelt Islanders?  I’m so proud of what Jim, his
staff, this community, and caring people everywhere
have set their minds to do, and have done!

The roster of cultural events continues with a pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, directed by
Octagon resident Mike Flanagan, produced by RIRA
member Julie White, and supported by the RIRA So-
cial, Cultural, and Educational Services Committee.
I’ve learned that this delightful play will be presented
on the evenings of August 10 and 11 at the Eastwood
Amphitheatre, thus recreating the outdoor atmosphere
of London’s Globe Theatre.  Watch for ticket infor-
mation; this is not to be missed.

Did you attend last October’s Fall for Arts Festi-
val?  Sherie and I performed at the Eastwood
Amphitheatre that lovely afternoon, and the planning
for this year’s event is underway.  Artists, musicians,
performers: make it your business to attend the plan-
ning meeting on August 2 (7:00 p.m. at Gallery
RIVAA) to sign up to strut your stuff.  Fall for Arts is
scheduled to hit the Island on Saturday, October 6,
during the same weekend that The Encampment will
open its tents at Southpoint Park.  Truly, a cornuco-
pia of delights, and all produced by or with the aid of

Roosevelt Island-
ers.

My words must
turn a little darker
now.  In my last
column I men-
tioned that when
RIRA and RIOC
met to revise the
Red Bus routes we
also discussed the
blatant disregard
for Stop and Yield
signs by all the ve-
hicular traffic on
Main Street.  RIOC
President Steve
Shane vowed to
step up enforce-
ment of the traffic
laws and to require
a report on moving

violation summonses along with the Public Safety
report on index crimes.  The test of that will come at
the first RIOC Board of Directors meeting in the fall.
A few days ago, while walking south past the traffic
circle that divides Northtown from Southtown, I
watched a private car go through three consecutive
stop signs while circumnavigating the traffic circle
and without even slowing down; this must be some
kind of record.  If cars, trucks, and yes, even our Red
Buses are allowed to maintain the habit of ignoring
these signs, some child darting into the street will pay
the price.

We have a great many of these signs along our one
street.  Are there too many to maintain a constant flow
of traffic?  Are they placed in the most advantageous
locations?  I don’t know, and I suspect RIOC, which
doesn’t employ a traffic expert, doesn’t know either.

Whole month of July:
1. The Fourth of July was a very successful event.

Almost 4,000 of the 5,000 expected showed up and
although damp around the edges, the rain held off
long enough to really enjoy the spectacular fireworks.

2. RIOC’s summer
crew is doing all sorts
of projects around the
Island.  The Blackwell
House renovation is
on track for comple-
tion in September.
The seawall repair
project is underway.

3. The Tram study
from Dopplemayr is
in; the engineering firms are studying the existing
system, so whatever is to be done will have taken the
current status into account, with a report due around
the end of the month.  We plan a special Board meet-
ing for mid-August to consider next steps.  Minimum
current disruption of service, taking into consideration
future service needs against maintenance require-
ments and service disruption, forms the matrix for
decisions.  Stay tuned.

4. The New York City Department of Sanitation is
making demands for major overhaul of the AVAC
garbage removal system.  More to follow.

5. Leases with several of the existing merchants on
Main Street have been discussed.  Plans for the va-
cant stores are being considered in contemplation of
the requirements of the Public Authorities Law.

6. The discussions with RIRA about selection of
candidates for RIOC’s Board of Directors are on hold.
Legal concerns have been expressed about the statu-
tory non-delegable authority of the Governor to make
nominations, subject to Senate confirmation.

7. The teleconferencing equipment has been in-

stalled and is functioning to bring RIOC into compli-
ance with the Governor’s Executive Order for meet-
ings.

8. In conjunction with NYSERDA (New York State
Energy Resources and Development Agency), the
study of the feasibility of the Steam Plant’s being uti-
lized for co-generation has been preliminarily scoped
and the consultant, ERS, Inc., identified.  The study
will be compli-
cated, given the
many moving parts
of future Island uti-
lization and the
thermal load that
may be absorbed.
Southtown’s build-
ings are an oppor-
tunity, but the un-
certainty as to the
future planning of
the Coler-
Goldwater Hospi-
tal complex creates
a moving target.
As the study
progresses, the in-
formation will be
made available.

9. René Bryan
has been the acting
head of Public Safety for the past several weeks while
Jim Fry has been on medical leave.  We all wish Jim
a speedy recovery.

10. Unhappily,  Congresswoman Maloney’s efforts
on the Island’s behalf to secure capital funding for
seawall repair in the Federal budget appropriation did
not bear fruit, but she will be back.  We thank her for
her efforts.

See Katz, page 8

Democracy on Hold?
Oh-oh.
While Americans are dying in an effort to bring democracy

to Iraq, the State of New York can’t find its way around legalisms
to bring even a pseudo-democracy to Roosevelt Island.

Over there, the obstacles are roadside bombs and religion
run amok.

Over here, the problem seems to be lack of communication
within the Spitzer administration and a sudden worry – get
this – that the Governor and his people might actually appear
to be endorsing a democratic process.

The questions, which should have been resolved years ago
but certainly eight weeks ago when DHCR and RIOC gave the
Residents Association a green light to plan a plebiscite to bring
elected residents forward for appointment to the RIOC Board
of Directors, revolve around just how much the State can as-
sist RIRA in mounting such an election – and a fear that DHCR
or the Governor might appear to be thwarting democracy if he
turns down one or more nominees put forward through Island-
wide balloting.

As it is, resident leaders have proceeded carefully – check-
ing point-by-point all the way – down a path toward such an
election.  Told that the Governor’s office was fully on-board,
they made plans and put forth substantial effort – effort to
encourage candidates to run, effort to sort out the details of an
election, effort to assemble a budget, and considerable effort
to compromise on a Memorandum of Understanding that would
set forth RIRA’s responsibilities for conducting the election and
the responsibilities of DHCR and RIOC to respond to it.

The election would guarantee winning candidates nothing
– only that, if they passed muster with the Governor’s Appoint-
ments Office, they would be at the top of the Governor’s list to
consider for appointment and ultimate approval by the State
Senate.  As things have developed, the candidates would ap-
parently be assured of less than nothing.  No funding for the
election process or campaigns, no certain assurance of being
recommended to the Governor.

Deborah VanAmerongen of DHCR says she sees no rea-
son, yet, why nominees selected this way would not be accept-
able to her and the Governor, but that very statement puts
another hurdle in any candidate’s path: After winning fellow
residents’ votes, there would be the potential of a DHCR or
RIOC veto.  In short, it appears to be business as business was
usual under George Pataki:  Agree with what RIOC and DHCR
want to do, or you go down.

That isn’t democracy, no matter how you spell it.
It points up the need for a law that codifies democracy on

Roosevelt Island.  The Governor should put such a law on his
must-have list.  At this point, it’s the only way his administra-
tion regains the credibility it has lost in this affair.

In the meantime, because such laws don’t happen over-
night, the Governor should cut through the equine leavings
with an assurance that he wants elected resident nominations
and will accept nominees emerging from a resident election,
with only the reservation that they must pass through the
State’s vetting process successfully.

Nobody’s asking him to give up power or responsibility –
just to back a process aimed at giving residents a true voice in
getting names of democratically chosen residents before him.

DL



LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
– This Weekend –

Subway Service Curtailed.  See page 1.
Timeless Photography exhibition, photography of Island resident

Selwyn Fund, continues through Sept. 2, Octagon
Gallery, 888 Main St.
ÌCultivating Stillness by Island resident Gerald

Starlight, display window at New York National
Bank, continuing through Sept. 1.  Works in stone,
wood, metal, ceramics, and ink.

Music Outdoors at Trellis, Fridays and Saturdays, 6:00-10:00 p.m.,
through September 15.

Children’s Advanced Swimming Classes, Sat., 9:30; Mon.-Wed.-
Fri., 5:30, Sportspark pool.  Information:  212-753-3611.

Summer Expressions show continues at Gallery RIVAA through
August 26.  Gallery hours:  Sat.-Sun., 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; Wed. and
Fri., 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Children’s Learn-to-Swim Program, Sat., noon; Tues. and Thur.,
5:00 p.m.  Information:  212-753-3611.

Movies at Southpoint Park – National Lampoon’s Christmas Va-
cation, Sat., July 28, sundown (about 8:30).  Free, sponsored by RIOC.

– The Coming Week –
Celebrate Brooklyn! presents Brave New World Repertory Theatre,

Walt Whitman: Crossing Brooklyn Ferry, with music direction by
Roosevelt Islander Roy Eaton, Thur., Aug. 2, 8:00 p.m., Prospect Park
West at 9th St., Brooklyn.  Free; suggested donation $3.00.

Movies at Southpoint Park – Happy Feet, Sat., Aug. 4, sundown
(about 8:30).  Free, sponsored by RIOC.

– Future Weeks –
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Fri.-Sat., Aug. 10-11, 8:00 p.m.,

Eastwood Amphitheater, sponsored by RIRA.  Free.
Book Discussion Group: Collected Novellas by Gabriel Garcia

Marquez, Thur., Aug. 16, 6:30 p.m.  Group meets monthly, third Thurs-
day, at the NYPL Roosevelt Island branch.

Movies at Southpoint Park – Funny Girl, Sat., Aug. 18, sundown
(about 8:30).  Free, sponsored by RIOC.

The Main Street WIRE – Next
issue, Sat., August 25.  (To receive
e-mail bulletins between issues,
send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)
Advertising Deadlines:  Ads in the
paper, Thur., Aug. 16; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon.,

Aug. 20; they are due Thur., Aug. 23.  Additional issues in 2007:  Sept. 8,
22; Oct. 6, 20; Nov. 3, 17; Dec. 1, 15.  Issues scheduled in 2008:  Jan. 12,
26; Feb. 9, 23; Mar 15, 29; Apr. 19; May 3, 17, 31; June 14, 28; Aug. 2, 30;
Sept. 13, 27; Oct. 11, 25; Nov. 8, 22; Dec. 6, 20.  News phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters, 917-617-0449.  Phone for display and classified advertis-
ing placement and information, 212-751-8214.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Sept. 5,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).  Meetings,
open to all, begin with public access period for residents to present mat-
ters to the Council.   (Future meetings Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Sept. 6, 9:30 a.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center.  (Future meetings 4:30 Oct. 25, 9:30 Nov. 29.)

Primary Election, Tue., Sept. 18.
Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Oct. 3, 8:00

p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).  Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residents to present matters to

the Council.  (Future meetings Nov. 7, Dec. 5.)
Fall for Arts Festival, Sat., Oct. 6.
RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Oct.

25, 4:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.  An
open forum for residents to bring matters before the

Board will follow the formal session.  (Future meeting 9:30 Nov. 29.)

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Senior Center

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to
the community, and to/from officials.  Requests for
Name Withheld publication will be considered, but
the writer’s name, address, and phone number
must be provided for verification and for our
records; letters submitted anonymously will not
be published.  Preferred method of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail preferred, or attach a file), or on a
CD left at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed
to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, expect a confirming
response and, if you don’t receive one, resend and
call 212-826-9055 to alert us that it’s been sent.
Alternatives:  Typed copy left at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for typeset-
ting.  Clearly handwritten letters will be considered,
if brief.  We are not able to take telephone dicta-
tion of letters.  All letters subject to acceptance
and editing for length and clarity.  Recom-
mended maximum length, 350 words; longer let-
ters considered if content merits the space.

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
10:30, English as 2nd Language
10:30, Blood Pressure
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Computers
5:45, Yoga

Tuesday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie
2:00, Lotto

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
RISA Flea Market, Sat., Aug. 4,

9:00-4:30
Atlantic City trip, Sun., Aug. 5
Stop and Shop, Mon., Aug. 6,

12 noon
Aqueduct Flea Market trip,

Tue., Aug. 7, 12 noon
Kennedy Senior Center visit,

Fri., Aug. 10, 10:00 a.m.
Yonkers Casino, Mon., Aug. 13,

12 noon
South Street Seaport trip, Wed.,

Aug. 15, 12 noon
Atlantic City trip, Wed., Aug. 22
RISA Flea Market, Sat., Aug.

25, 9:00-4:30
Bronx Zoo trip, Thur., Aug. 30,

10:00 a.m.

Letters deadline for Aug. 25 issue:
Tues., Aug. 21.    After deadline, letters
considered on a space-available basis.

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 28, 2007 • 3

To the Editor:
I am writing about the Art from the Heart exhibit that took place in

Gallery RIVAA from June 2 through July 8.
It was a huge success, displaying the fine works of art from the resi-

dents/patients at Coler-Goldwater Hospital.  What a glorious way to
make friends with the Roosevelt Island families.

Our beloved son, Michael Cahn, was a resident/patient at Coler from
1974 through July 17, 2003, when he passed away.  He was very well
taken care of and loved.

My husband Alfred and I are advocates for both the physically and
mentally challenged population.  We have been, and still are, volunteers
on many committees.  We put patients first, as Coler-Goldwater has.

We started the Michael Cahn Foundation to memorialize his good
name, and to upgrade quality of life for all the patients.  There is a lovely
plaque for Michael in the Coler Library that says, “Books – they quiet
the heart, and race the brain.”  There is also a proclamation issued by
State Senator Toby Stavisky at the opening reception where we started
the foundation in 2003.

My husband and I give our heartfelt thanks to Mr. Ron Becker, execu-
tive director of the Therapeutic Activities Department, and his wonder-
ful staff, who gave so much time to this margelous exhibit.
Hopefully, there will be more exhibits in the future that will keep the
artists busy.

Mr. and Mrs. A. Cahn
Whitestone, NY

To RIOC President Steve Shane:
Since we had an e-mail exchange

on the subject almost three months
ago, things regarding this issue
have gotten worse, in my opinion.
And not only mine, since there was
at least another letter published by
the WIRE regarding Public Safety
vehicles parking in front of the fire
hydrant and blocking access to Is-
land House residents who wish to
unload groceries from their cars.

You can almost constantly and
permanently see Public Safety ve-
hicles parked in front of the hy-
drant, while the special designated
area for them is usually empty.  I
have many dated pictures to prove
this point, available on request.

I find this totally unacceptable,
because this is a law violation by
law enforcement agents (paid by
my tax and/or rent money).

This also sends the message,
“We are the law, we do what we
want on this Island,” which is
wrong again.  Even worse, it looks
to me that this is done with your
knowledge and approval (since
nothing changed when I wrote you
in April).

Since you’re the highest State
authority on Roosevelt Island,
you’re obviously responsible for
your subordinates’ actions.

I am really tired to ask you (as
well as your predecessor) without
any success, to have this issue re-
solved.  I am determined to bring
this issue to New York media as
well as write to Albany to your su-
periors, and maybe this will help
stop the abusive behavior of Pub-
lic Safety personnel.

And on a separate note, but on
the same topic, last week around
8:30 a.m., a Public Safety vehicle
was stopped on Main Street, fac-
ing south in the northbound lane,
right before the pedestrian cross-
ing in front of Starbucks.  The Pub-
lic Safety agent was inside the car,
with the flashing lights on.  There
was no obvious and visible reason
as to what he was doing there, and

To the Editor:
I am no Einstein but, with regard

to the Red Bus, here is my math
for its schedule:

Instead of three buses going ev-
ery 15 minutes, why not one every
five minutes?  The amount of wait-
ing time for someone who came to
the bus station one minute after the
“scheduled” time would decrease
from 14 minutes to 4 minutes. The
number of people trying to get
cover on a rainy day like July 18
would also decrease drastically,
and so on.

It was not one or two times that
I’ve seen two empty buses going
by.  The first one was crowded, but
the second and the third were com-
pletely empty.  It makes sense to
me that the 5 minutes rule is ap-
plied.

Anna Palm

most important, as to why he was
obstructing the traffic on Main
Street at rush hour.  As a result of
his action, buses and other vehicles
had to wait for turns to pass in the

only available lane.
The message was the same:  I am

the law, I do what I want.
I will certainly try to stop that.

Mircea Nicolescu

Over the past month:  RIOC’s Movies at Southpoint Park drew a crowd of respectable size.  (There’s another
movie tonight; see ComingUp, this page.)  And a driver going the wrong way around the turnaround at Gristede’s
lost control.  Air bags deployed.  There were injuries.

Photo:  Vicki Feinmel

Photos:  Don Eremin
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See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Music, Music
Finally, Trellis is again able to

bring you light jazz on Friday and
Saturday nights throughout the

summer.  Join us for the
relaxation of open-air dining with

music, which may just be the
world’s greatest digestive aid.
We’re here all week, of couse,

but pleased to bring you music
on the weekend nights.

Famous Original

JOHN and TONY’S
Pizzeria & Trattoria

Discover the Tram area’s
best-kept secret.

Enjoy our casual pizzeria
or join us in our

warm and intimate dining room
for a delicious Italian
home-cooked meal.

We offer a wide variety of
appetizers, entrees, and desserts.

Dining room open until 2AM
1097 First Avenue

corner 60th
212-371-4965
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Move Up.
Not Off.

The Most Luxurious Rental
in the History of Roosevelt Island.

Now Renting!

212.754.0455
www.riverwalknyc.com

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative 
advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin. 

Stay on the Island you love.
Move up to the luxury of Riverwalk.

Just Steps from the F Train and Tram.

Condo Finishes. Spectacular River & Skyline Views.

Rooftop Lounge & Sun Terrace. State-of-the-Art Fitness Center.

Washer/Dryer in Every Home. Children’s Playroom. 

24/7 Concierge. Bike Room and More! 

A JOINT DEVELOPMENT BY:
The Hudson Companies, Inc. & The Related Companies, L.P.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 
2BR for $4,295 I Penthouse 2BR for $4,895 I Oversized 3BR w/Huge Terrace for $6,295

425 Main Street
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Southpoint P
ark

Renwick Ruin
(Smallpox Hospital)

Coler-Goldwater Hospital
South (Goldwater) campus
1 Main St.

Sportspark

Blackwell Park

Firefighters Field

Steam Plant

Tram station

Roosevelt Island Racquet Club

475

Queensboro Bridge
 (no access from

 Island)

465

455

Child
Lega

Rivercross
531 Main St.

Island House
551-575 Mai

Designated FDR Memorial area
(used for Fourth of July fireworks viewing)

Visitor Kiosk

Ba

Southtown buildings:
405 - under construction
415 - under construction
425 - Riverwalk Landing
455 - Riverwalk Place
465 - Cornell-Weill
475 - Sloan-Kettering
Bldg. 7 - future
Bldg. 8 - future
Bldg. 9 - future

425

415
405

Meditation Steps

Pier

Manhatta
n

East 
Rive

r

(E
ast 

Channel)

East 
Rive

r

(W
est 

Channel)

Blackwell H

RY Mgt office:
Island House and
Westview rentals

Dog run

Tot lot

Bright Horizons nursery

Strecker Laboratory
(subway power substation)

Detail

Apartment buildings

Planned apartment buildings

School facilities

FDNY Special Operations Command firehouse

RIOC-administered facilities and/or landmarks

Coler-Goldwater Hospital

Red Bus route

Roosevelt Island
July 2007

Subway station

Southtown



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 28, 2007 • 7

North
town

U.S. Post Office

Vehicle
ramp

Capobianco Field

Eastwood
510-580 Main St.

Youth Center

Roosevelt Island Bridge 
Red Bus parking and
equipment storage

 School/
cy H.S. office

Lighthouse

Lighthouse Park

Baseball field

The Octagon
888 Main St.
(with rental office)

Octagon Park Soccer Field

FDNY Special Operations Command

AVAC building (trash removal system)

Motorgate (parking)

PS/IS 217

e
in St.

Westview
595-625 Main St.

Manhatta
n Park

(R
ive

r R
oad address

es)

4030

20

10
2-4

Community Gardens

Tennis courts

Pool

Queens

City Water Tunnel #3

Good Shepherd Community Center
543 Main St.

asketball courts

Manhattan Park
Theater Club
8 River Road

RIOC office
591 Main St.

Dayspring Church
(Boat House)

Comfort station

Gristede’s supermarket

Coler-Goldwater Hospital
North (Coler) campus
900 Main St.

Roosevelt Nails

Hardware & Video store

Cabrini Thrift Store

Cymelia Flowers

The Grog Shop

M&D Deli

Beauty Salon

Gallery RIVAA (art)

China 1 Kitchen

New York Nat’l Bank

We Are One Boutique

Cleaners

Island Newsstand
(cards, lottery, misc.)

Trellis Restaurant

Starbucks

Duane Reade
 (pharmacy, health &

beauty aids)

ouse

Public Safety Dept.
Eastwood rental office (RIHMC)

Rental office

Outdoor amphitheater

Professional offices:
Dr. Lawrence Itskowitch, dentist
Dr. Katherine Grimm, pediatrician, allergist
Dr. Jack Resnick, general practicioner
Mark Ponton consultancy

Cultural Center:
Main Street Theatre,
Synagogue

Playground

Basketball court

Tot lot

R.I. Day
Nursery

Dog run

New York Public Library

Dr. James Flannigan, chiropractor

Swan Salon (hair and nails)

Drycleaning and Housekeeping

Accountable Financial Mgt

Bright Horizons nursery

Public Safety Office

Internet Center
Grandpa Al Lewis
Playground, ball courts

 of commercial area

(co
ntin

ues a
s 3

6th Ave
nue in

 Q
ueens)

Subway station
Senior Center

Senior Center
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I do know that, while the number and placement of
Stop and Yield signs is sorted out, drivers should be
habituated into obeying the law by the imposition of
summonses and fines.  Let’s go, Public Safety, we
need a ticket blitz to maintain the safety of Main Street.

In my June 2 column I offered a progress report on
the Octagon picnic area.  Though it was originally
part of the “give-backs” to the community offered by
Octagon developer Bruce Becker, we learned that
RIOC would take up the slack, that the equipment
(grills, picnic tables, benches) was on order, and that
the area would be available for use by the Fouth of
July.  Have you walked up that way?  What you will
find, as of last Tuesday, is eight metal poles poking
out of the ground.  That’s it.  The ground is barren,
with metal grating sticking up through gravel and
grass.  When I’ve inquired as to the promised picnic
area, I’ve been put off with vague comments about
the smoke that might emanate from the grills and in-
convenience Octagon tenants.  Don’t get me wrong,
this is a legitimate concern, but that concern could
have been anticipated last month, last year, or three
years ago when a new, enhanced picnic area was
promised to replace the heavily used one torn down
to build the Octagon apartments.  This summer is half
over; when will someone keep his word to this com-
munity?

And finally:  Last April DHCR Commissioner
Deborah Van Amerongen and RIOC President Steve
Shane made an extraordinary offer to RIRA: to pro-
duce an election to choose the Governor’s appoint-
ments for resident directors on the RIOC Board.  We
went to work with the assistance of the Maple Tree
Group, a RIRA-affiliated Island organization that has
been concerned with the governance of the Island for
over a decade.  We were assured that the Governor
was on board with this plan to democratize his ap-
pointments process, or at least that he wasn’t opposed
to it.  RIRA went to work to devise an election pro-
cess, to encourage residents with the necessary cre-
dentials to place their names in nomination, and to
inform and educate the Island electorate in what we
were attempting.

My first concern was to codify in writing exactly
what we were promising to do, as well as what the
State of New York would do with our ballot-box
choices.  We understood that, by statute, the Gover-
nor and the State Senate would still make the appoint-

Katz from page 2

den on the Governor.  Shane said,
“There are people in the
Governor’s Counsel’s office and
the inner sanctum who are con-
cerned about the appropriateness,
the legality, of the Governor’s pre-
rogative being impinged on even
to the extent that there’s a public
election.  They’re struggling with
it not so much because they object
to it specifically as to Roosevelt Is-
land, but because it could set a pre-
cedent with regard to other State
agencies.”

But by mid-July, the plan had
developed to the point where City
Councilmember Jessica Lappin
wrote to the Mayor’s Office of Ap-
pointments asking that “the
Mayor’s office waive its right to
forward two names [of RIOC
Board nominees] to the Governor’s
office... to allow for the slate of
democratically nominated candi-
dates to be reviewed.”  And
Assemblymember Micah Kellner,
after re-introducing his
predecessor’s bill to formalize a
RIOC Board election in law, wrote
to the Governor, saying “I under-
stand that you have given DHCR
Commissioner Deborah
VanAmerongen and RIOC Presi-
dent Steve Shane the authority to
hold community elections... to rec-
ommend candidates that you
would then ultimately appoint to
the [RIOC] Board.”  Kellner’s let-
ter applauded the idea, but asked
for consideration of a change in the
law to give residents the right to
direct election of RIOC Board
members.

Whatever trigger brought on the
“hold,” last week Residents Asso-
ciation President Matthew Katz
brought the word to the RIRA sub-
committee working on the election
plan that Shane had told him on
Tuesday, July 17, that the MOU
Katz and Shane had prepared to-

ments; we just wanted to know whether we had “ap-
proval in principle” to make this unorthodox effort.
To that end, we endeavored to write a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to give all the parties “com-
fort” as to what we were about.  We asked for assur-
ances that the Governor and, especially, his Office of
Appointments were on board with this deal.  Well,
after three drafts the language evolved from an “elec-
tion” to an “election of nominees” to an “election of
proposed nominees.”  We approved the watering-
down of the language requested by the Commissioner
and asked for their signatures on the MOU.

We’ve now learned that the State Office of Appoint-
ments was blissfully unaware of our three months of
effort and, having received the final draft of the MOU
last week, has shut the process down until they can
study it.  We’ve now learned that Shane and
VanAmerongen had never received permission from
the Governor to pursue this goal; they simply had not
been turned down!  I can’t help wondering why some
active support for this election wasn’t obtained be-
fore making the offer to RIRA.  For people whose
stock in trade is the precise meaning of language, their
willingness to accept tacit support by silence is unac-
ceptable.

 Our plans for a Primary Day (September 18) elec-
tion are dead.  Further, we’ve learned that the
Governor’s Office won’t allow Shane and
VanAmerongen to assure us of anything by signing
any MOU.  Here’s the deal: without some assurance
that the hundred of hours of labor this effort will re-
quire of RIRA will be rewarded by the Governor’s
endorsement of your choices (not to mention the
completion of a 21-page application by, and a State
Police investigation of, the candidates, and your en-
thusiastic participation at the polls), we cannot con-
tinue.

We must now hope that Shane, Van Amerongen,
and our elected officials who are just as outraged as
we are will be able to obtain the necessary assurances
that will allow us to continue our work in time for a
November Election Day deadline.  After a decade and
more of being disappointed by State government, it
is especially galling to be treated in the same fashion
by the Spitzer administration and his appointees.  The
bloom is off the rose and the honeymoon is over.  To
say that we are disappointed doesn’t begin to address
our feelings.  Betrayed is more like it.

Election from page 1 Orphans from page 1

#418 and its website is www.oiww.org.  For more information about this
summer’s campaign and planned events, e-mail info@oiww.org or call
212-755-7285.

Luce and Rivercross resident Dr. Doris Chernick, an educational ad-
visor to OI, were almost killed two weeks ago when a misunderstanding
led to a mob scene near OI Haiti.  Luce plans an account of the incident
for this fall.

The finale of the summer campaign, at the end of August, will be held
at Manhattan Park, where the flight to Sri Lanka will be awarded.

In off-Island events, Peter Yarrow (Peter, Paul, and Mary) will per-
form at a benefit in his home this fall.  The German Consulate will host
the next off-island event, with the sponsorship of Manhattan Rotary
Clubs.  Mets pitcher Pedro Martinez is expected to host another OI event
shortly.

gether would not be signed by
Shane and VanAmerongen.  But
Katz said he considered some clear
promise that “the President of
RIOC and the Chair of the RIOC
Board of Directors will accept the
results of the elections... and will
forward the names of the winning
candidates... to the Governor... rec-
ommending their nomination...” a
necessary precursor to RIRA un-
dertaking the mounting of an elec-
tion.  Katz said that although, just
days before, Shane had said the
MOU was acceptable, RIOC’s
agreement to it would not yet be
forthcoming based on instructions
from the Governor’s Office of Ap-
pointments.

MOU
The three-page MOU anticipated

an election to coincide with the
primary scheduled for September
18, and had these key points:

• RIRA would “conduct elec-
tions for prospective nominees for
open seats on the RIOC Board” in
November of even-numbered
years.

• Nominations would close Au-
gust 12, a date that will be changed
if the election is moved to Novem-
ber 6, and candidate nights would
be held to acquaint residents with
those seeking the Board seats.

• RIRA would “solicit candi-
dates,” who would be required to
comply with various State require-
ments imposed on those seeking
such posts.  “Elections will be car-
ried out Island-wide with no dis-
tinction made for districts or resi-
dential developments,” but “to as-
sure the broacast representation
possible, a concerted effort will be
made to attract candidates from
each of Octagon Apartments, Man-
hattan Park, Northtown [Westview,
Island House, Rivercross,
Eastwood], and Southtown.”

• Candidacy would be open to all

and involvement.”
VanAmerongen added, “It just

can’t be that there is an official
stamp of approval.  But we really
want their input.”

The gap between wanting “in-
put” and the MOU’s proposed
promise that RIOC and DHCR
would recommend winners to the
Governor is a sore point for RIRA.
Resident leaders have expressed a
concern that truly outstanding can-
didates would sit out an election if
there remained a possibility that
they would be vetoed by DHCR.
But it’s not the only sore point:
RIRA has expected, based on
progress drafting the MOU, that
RIOC – not RIRA – would fund
the election.

What’s Next?
Asked about his next step, Shane

said, “My next step is to sit here
quietly.  I will inquire from time to
time, but I’m on hold.  My direct
instructions are to hold.”

In her letter to the Chair of the
Mayor’s Committee on Appoint-
ments, City Councilmember
Lappin wrote, “For years, residents
have been frustrated by the ap-
pointment process for the RIOC
Board... I applaud the State for giv-
ing the community this unprec-
edented opportunity to have a say
in the Board selection process.”

It’s unknown, at this point,
whether the Governor’s office will
ultimately withdraw that opportu-
nity, or allow the election to pro-
ceed November 6 or at a later date.

Lappin, reached during a City
Council meeting on Wednesday,
said, “I’m extraordinarily disap-
pointed.  I thought that we had
made good progress – the resi-
dents, working with DHCR.”  She
mentioned her letter to the Mayor.
“Obviously, it seems that the
Governor’s Appointments Office
had not cleared this and we have
not made the progress we thought
we had made.”  Lappin said she

These girls were clearly having a great time at the Orphans International
event last weekend.

TM

has all sorts of opportunities for
volunteer involvement, ranging
from writing and photography
through “stuffing” on WIRE
Friday mornings.  For
information, call 212-826-9056.

Islanders over 25, but all residents
over 18 would be able to vote in
the election.

RIOC and DHCR would agree
to these points in the MOU:

• DHCR would recommend the
winners to the Governor’s office.

• DHCR would join in asking the
Mayor to waive his right to recom-
mend two Board members.

• Both the RIOC President and
the head of DHCR “will recom-
mend to their successors that this
[election] procedure... be contin-
ued.”

• RIOC would pay the cost of the
election, based on a budget submit-
ted by RIRA.

• RIOC would fill mid-term va-
cancies, should someone leave the
Board.  “RIRA suggests that vacant
seats be filled at the next regular
election or, failing that, by the los-
ing candidate receiving the next
largest vote count, who will serve
until the next regular election.”

Shane told The WIRE, “The
Governor’s office has a copy of the
Memorandum of Understanding
and what’s really triggered this is
that I sent the Appointments Sec-
retary a copy of my edited ver-
sion...”

VanAmerongen emphasized to
The WIRE that, in her view, “There
never was a guarantee” that resi-
dents winning a nominating elec-
tion would actually be recom-
mended to the Governor or nomi-
nated by him.  “He can’t delegate
his authority to someone else,” she
said, but added, “I see no reason
that candidates put forward by
RIRA wouldn’t be able to be sup-
ported, but that’s an unknown un-
til I see the names that come out of
the process.  We can’t supply a
guarantee [to RIRA] .  It cannot be
that RIOC can pay for this election
and give a guarantee.  But we’re
certainly open to their suggestions

had spoken with VanAmerongen
shortly before writing to the
Mayor, and added, “I’m not sure
where and how the breakdown oc-
curred, but it’s disappointing.”

Assemblymember Micah
Kellner echoed Lappin’s words.
“I’m really greatly disappointed in
RIOC and the Governor’s office.
Obviously, their lack of communi-
cation got the residents far down a
road that they had never been on,
and got them excited about some-
thing that was never really signed
off.  When I spoke to the
Governor’s office to see how we
could save the situation to have a
recommending vote that wasn’t
binding – to at least have the Gov-
ernor on record saying that he was
interesting in hearing from the resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island, at least
encouraging them to go forward
with the vote – he was unwilling
to do that.

“For a Governor who came to
Roosevelt Island and said, ‘Every-
thing is going to change on day
one, not much has changed.  I think
that has led to distrust of RIOC and
the Governor.”

Speaking for MTG, David Bauer
said, “This delay spotlights the
importance of a change in the law
governing the Island to make the
resident election procedure clearly
marked out in law,” and “MTG
hopes that Steve Shane and the
Commissioner will be able to work
with all involved State agencies to
permit the process to move ahead.”

RIRA’s Margie Smith told The
WIRE, “I believe a November elec-
tion is absolutely possible.  I’m
cautiously optimistic that we’ll get
the go-ahead because I sincerely
believe that Governor Spitzer
wants us to be represented by
people we choose.

“I think the fact that the law still
gives him the right and obligation
to appoint Board members makes
it important for his legal staff to
look at this in depth before giving
us a green light...  I believe it’s ex-
tremely reasonable for the
Governor’s staff to proceed cau-
tiously.  It’s inconceivable to me that
between the Governor’s staff and the
residents of Roosevelt Island, we
can’t come up with a course of ac-
tion that’s acceptable to everyone,
that satisfies the law, and brings de-
mocracy to the Island.”



HealthSource
Pharmacy

HealthSource
Pharmacy

235 East 57th Street, between 2nd & 3rd
Just two blocks south of the Tram

Phone 212-310-0111 • Fax 212-310-0144

Coupon
$10 Off any

New or Transferred
Prescription

• Limit – 5 prescriptions per family.
Valid only for new customers.

  Expires 7/31/07.

Also at 1302 2nd Avenue (at 68th) &  120 E. 34th Street (Lex/Park)

Free
Delivery to
Roosevelt

Island

Coupon

• Some exclusions apply.  Sale and discounted items are not included.
Limit – one per customer.

  Expires 7/31/07.

$2 Off
any Purchase
of $10 or More

$5 off
any Purchase
of $30 or More

YOUR NEW PRESCRIPTION & HEALTH HEADQUARTERS
• All insurance plans welcome •

• We will match or beat Costco’s online Rx prices •
• Full line of vitamins & supplements at NYC’s best prices •

• Full line of medical/surgical supplies •
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S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
• • • Family Special • • •

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
2-liter Pepsi – $15

Cheese Pie:  Large $12, Medium $10
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971

– FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM–

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

29-14 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106
Open: 11:30 am - 11:00 pm

Please call 718.937.0002 Minimum Order $12

w w w . b a n g l a g a r d e n . c o m

F a s t  F o o d  F r e e  D e l i v e r y  t o  R o o s e v e l t  I s l a n d

Friday, June 29 at 8:13 pm 

Friday, July 6 at 8:12 pm 

Friday, July 13 at 8:09 pm 

Friday, July 20 at 8:05 pm 

Friday, July 28 at 7:59 pm 

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

Friday, July 27 at 7:59 pm 

Friday, August 3 at 7:51 pm 

Friday, August 10 at 7:42 pm 

Friday, August 17 at 7:32 pm 

Friday, August 24 at 7:22 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi 
E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom 
A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-
mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu 
Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-
bos Ko-desh.  
Translation: Blessed are 
You, Lord our G-d, King of 
the universe, who has sancti-
fied us with His command-
ments, and commanded us to 
kindle the light of the holy Shab-
bat. 

TORAH CLASS 
TAKE A DEEP PENETRATING 

LOOK at right and wrong. Journey 
through ancient texts and find pow-
erful, compelling truths that confront 
today's society. Join us, as we ex-
amine the heart of each of these and 
other modern moral dilemmas in a 
series of classes that are bound to 
be unforgettable.  
 

Tuesday, July 31, 8:00-9:00pm 
Responsible Rivals: Where do we draw 
the line on competition? 
 

 

888 Main St. Apt #215  
suggested donation $5   

Light refreshments 

zduchman@nvbb.net 

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card
Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $29 • LGA $14 • Newark $58+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon



Classifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for August 25 issue:  Tuesday, August 21
Deadline for September 8 issue:  Tuesday, September 4

EXPERIENCED TEACHER living on Roosevelt Island offers piano lessons for
adults and children.  Call 646-675-1209.
SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island, if you are moving
or relocating.  Please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683, cell
917-225-0655.  Thank you.
SUBLET WANTED – Island resident looking for a lease assignment or a sublet.
Call 646-775-7025.
MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.
TUTORING – English professor available.  Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis.  646-319-3873.
BABY SITTER AVAILABLE – Excellent Island reference.  646-201-3943.
VOICE TEACHER – Paul M. Elkin – Broadway veteran, member of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing & Guest Lecturer for the New England Theatre
Conference on Auditioning for Musical Theatre.  New to Roosevelt Island.
212-588-1245.
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.
SWIMMING CLASSES – Westview Pool: Children’s learn-to-swim program, ages
4-up, and Adult classes.  Sportspark: Advanced program – Swim Team, ages 6-up.
For info and prices, e-mail rimarlinswim@yahoo.com or call 212-753-3611.
FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group.  Call 212-355-3848.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days.  212-593-0750.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.
PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.
MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.
CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.
NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.
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TM

seeks FEATURE WRITERS
and REPORTERS as contributors...

We also need volunteers for WIRE-Friday
“stuffing” sessions in which the newspaper and

advertising fliers are
stuffed, counted, and boxed

for Island-wide delivery.

Call Dick Lutz at 212-826-9055
or e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

 
 
 

METROCARE  PHARMACY 
21 - 12 36th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11106 

(just a few blocks from the Roosevelt Island bridge) 
(718) 606 - 0068                  (718) 606 - 0069 fax 

Tired of waiting 1/2 
hour to 1 hour for 
your  
prescriptions??? 

Fast Courteous Service 
Free Pick-up & Delivery 
Great Prices  
Weekdays  9am to 7pm 
Saturdays  10am to 6pm 

Have questions about which 
medications your Medicare plan 
covers?? We can help. 
Have your prescriptions faxed 
or called in. And we’ll deliver it 
that very same day. 
Take 10% off select merchandise and 
services. 

We Accept MEDICAID, 
all MEDICARE plans,  
and most other insurance 
plans. 
Major credit cards 
accepted. 

Thanks to the generosity of Roosevelt Islanders and Island Cats
volunteers,  17 outdoor cats were spayed and neutered in our Trap-
Neuter-Return program last month.  That brings our year’s program

total to 38.  We are continuing to trap and neu-
ter individually.  Thanks also to the AVAC staff
for their kindness and concern.

Now we ask for your help again.  Several vol-
unteers have moved off-Island and we urgently
need men and women to feed outdoor cats
around Octagon, from one to four times a week.
(Feeding takes half an hour and we can supply
the food.)

As urgently, we need foster homes for kit-
tens to spend time with humans being cuddled
and played with so they will be ready for adop-

tion.  Island Cats can be reached at ripyy@care2.com or call 212-
593-1054.

islandcats.org

The Child School/Legacy High School
on Roosevelt Island is looking for:

1. A Physical Education Teacher
2. Coaches for Fall, Winter,

and Spring Sports
3. Assistant Teachers

If you are interested, please
fax your resume attention to

Lalig Vartanian at 212-223-5031
or e-mail it to tcslegacy@aol.com



Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Don’t wait for the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Roosevelt Island
Got Dentist

Check Us Out On The Web
RooseveltIslandDentist.com

Lawrence Itskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
212-752-8722

CONVENIENT EVENING HOURS

DR. JAMES FLANNIGAN
Chiropractor for Children and Adults

507 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

212-688-4980
Fax 212-688-5659

By Appointment
Monday through Saturday

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential,

USHealthCare, Guardian

MetLife In-network participant
Delta Dental In-network participant

DHA/First Fortis In-network participant
Treating many U.N. mission

and consulate members

Hammertoes

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times
212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network
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Call 212-317-0216
www.IslandKids.org

Registration is ongoing.

Coming this Fall...
Creative Play:
An Alternative to Pre-School
for Children 2.4 to 3.5.
Call for more information:

212-317-0216

Island Kids Day Camp
For children 5-7 and 8-12
Tuesday, July 10 through Friday, August 31
Sign up for one week or multiple weeks.
$160 per week.  Space is limited.
Discounts available for multiple-week signup and for siblings.

28-13 23rd Avenue, Astoria
Reservations:  718-728-9194

parties • corporate events • weddings • baptisms • showers

Open Every Day
11AM-Midnight

The Greek Excellence that Put
Astoria Cuisine on the Culinary Map

The Greek Excellence that Put
Astoria Cuisine on the Culinary Map

Amazingly Fresh Fish
Chops • Steaks • Salads

Full Bar

Open Every Day
11AM-Midnight

Come for the colors...
Take home real nutrition

Come for the colors...
Take home real nutrition

Every Saturday morning,
under the ramp at Motorgate

Every Saturday morning,
under the ramp at Motorgate

TheTheTheTheThe

FarmersFarmersFarmersFarmersFarmers

MarketMarketMarketMarketMarket

The

Farmers

Market


