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The ResidentsAssociation Com-
mon Council voted Wednesday
night to ask the President of the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo-
ration for an allocation of unre-
stricted funds, and voted to use that
and other money to conduct afirst-
ever “plebiscite” to choose resi-
dents to be proposed to Governor
Eliot Spitzer as potential nominees
to the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC).

Huh?

OK, it seemsmulti-layered (itis)

Photo: Ali Nuru

This red-tailed hawk was photographed at Capobianco Field on Sunday.
If the bird fledged in the City, it could be a descendant of Manhattan’s
famous Pale Male, according to the Audubon Society, though there are
at least three pairs of red-tailed hawks that have been producing offspring

in the City long enough to be its grandparents.

and complicated (not really). Try
it backward:

* Only the Governor can nomi-
nate RIOC Board members.

* But anybody can make sugges-
tions for nominees.

Oklahoma City Survivors Will Join
Islanders at Tuesday’s 9/11 Ceremony

by Dick Lutz

“Healing isajourney, not ades-
tination.” That's the considered
view of Betty Robins, a survivor
of 4/19.

In Oklahoma City, where Rob-
inslivesand works, 4/19 meansas
much as 9/11 does to New York-
ers. April 19, 1995, was the day
the Murrah Federal Building was
bombed. She, and the other survi-
vors of that day, are still on their
journey of healing. Over the six
years since 9/11/01, they have
forged arelationship with the New
York survivors — those who made
it out of the Twin Towers or,
through a wisp of happenstance,
were not where they might have
been.

That relationship includes

Briefly...

* Trellis is running a clothing
drive for earthquake victims in
Peru (see ad, page 13).

» Work will beginin earnest soon
on the Roosevelt 1sland Bridge,
with sandblasting for paint removal
and a variety of other measures.
Traffic may be single-lane at times,
but the bridge will remain open.

» Some affordable apartments
on East 60th Street are in the ap-
plication process. Details are on
line at http://www.nyc.gov/html/hpd/
downloads/pdf/East-60th-St-apts.pdf.
There's a preference for Commu-
nity Board 8 residents (including
Roosevelt Island) for half of the 41
units.

* With the death of Lew Perkiss,
The WIRE is seeking pro bono le-
gal counsel. Call Managing Edi-
tor Dick Lutz at 212-826-9055.

» Website NYC10044's web-
master, ElenaZarembo, hasmoved
away, so nyc10044.com is in search
of avolunteer to maintain the site.
Call 212-826-9055.

Roosevelt Island’s Brendan
Chellis.

“To this day, | till have things
come back. A split second —what
things sounded like, smelled like,”

says Chellis. Yet, hefeelsasubtle

and remembered a certain thing
from that day, and it would just
keep playing, over and over. Now,
when | remember things that hap-
pened on that day, it's almost like
I’ve memorized someone else’s

remove from some of it. “For a
couple of years, | had flashbacks

Bring a Candle

Roosevelt Island’s 9/11 Memorial Event will begin just before
sunset (7:00) Tuesday evening, at the Memorial tree and plaque
just west of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. The brief
ceremony will include songs, readings, and a moment of silence
with candle lighting, and conclude with an optional walk to
Meditation Steps. There will be a reception in Gallery RIVAA for
the visitors from Oklahoma City.

story. It'slikeit’snot my memory,
See 9/11, page 12

Six Merchants Get New
Leases in “First Step”

Six Main Street merchants are getting lease renewals. They had been
renting month-to-month as RIOC struggled with provisions of the State
Public Authorities Law. The RIOC Board voted approval Thursday
morning. RIOC President Steve Shane described the action as a “first
step” toward filling the many vacant retail spaces on Main Street.

e China 1 (609 Main $t.): Annual rent increased from $31,392 to
$41,250. Renewal for 10 years plus five-year option, with rate adjust-
ments based on the Comsumer Price Index (CPI) after fiveand 10 years.
Reduction from 2,650 sguare feet to 1,650 square feet (elimination of
unused space).

* M&D Deli (579 Main $t.): Annual rent increased from $50,082 to
$54,000 for first five years, $60,000 for second five years, $66,000 for
third fiveyears. Renewal for 10 years plusfive-year option. A memo from
RIOC President Steve Shaneto the RIOC Board of Directors says, “ Tenant
will make extensiveinterior renovations.” 2,000 square feet.

* Roosevelt Nails (570 Main St.): Annual rent increased from $9,583
to $12,000. Renewal for 10 years plus five-year option, with CPl ad-
justments after five and 10 years. 800 square feet.

* Full Service Hair Salon (523 Main $t.): Annual rent increased from
$15,067 to $15,675, with 4% yearly escalation. Renewal for 10 years.
800 sguare feet.

* Roosevelt Island Cleaners (567-571 Main St.): Annual rent reduced
from $78,200 to $74,400, with 3% yearly escalation. Renewal for 10
years. 2,168 square feet.

* Accountable Financiad Management (599 Main &.): Annual rent in-
creased from $10,200 to $14,400. Renewa for five years plus two five-
year options, with CPI adjustments after fiveand 10 years. 386 squarefest.

» For years, residents have
wanted the power of the popular
vote to determine who fills seven
of the nine seats on the RIOC
Board.

 Laws have been proposed to
make that happen, but they’ve
never been enacted.

* A way to thread that political
needle is to conduct balloting so
that residents, by popular vote, can
put forward the names of their
choices, and ask the Governor to
accept those
democratically
selected indi-
viduals as his
nominees and

153 pavs

to Island-wide

RIRA Sets February “Plebiscite”
To Propose Nominees for RIOC

Common Council Votes to Accept Unrestricted
RIOC Funds; Will Then Conduct Island-Wide Balloting

pear he was thwarting democracy.

Acceptability for RIOC, for the
State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal (DHCR),
and for the Governor's office
meant that the Governor could not
appear to berelinquishing hisright
and duty to nominate members of
the RIOC Board. Even more im-
portant, given the recent teeth-bar-
ing between Spitzer and Senate
Mgajority L eader Joe Bruno, isthat
the Spitzer administration could
not appear to be
giving away any
of the Senate’s
power to con-
sider and con-

send  those ) firm  Board
names to the baIIotmg nominees.
State Senate for | for Residents’ RIOC Board nominees That being
confirmation. the case, the
Better? word came down: Neither DHCR

Seems straightforward enough
now, right? (1) Candidates will
declare themselves and campaign.
(2) Residentswill vote. (3) RIRA,
the ResidentsAssociation officially
recognized by the State asthevoice
of the residential population here,
will ask the Governor to consider
the winners as that population’s
suggestions —backed by the ballot
box — as possible nominees to the
RIOC Board.

That'sindirect, but it's the clos-
est yet that residents have cometo
getting adirect say in choosing the
policymakers who run the State
public-benefit corporation that has
the most impact on daily life and
long-term quality of life on
Roosevelt Island.

RIRA's Wednesday night vote
came after four months of groping
toward aformulathat would be ac-
ceptable to all concerned. At one
point, DHCR and RIOC put the
“election” on “hold,” uncomfort-
able with the word “election” and
the word’'s suggestion that it was
thelast step in the process—that if
the Governor then followed thele-
gally required course, it could ap-

-"'-'1, gﬂ l

nor RIOC, who exercise the
administration’s power here, could
giveofficial sanctionto an election.
But the financial cost of mount-
ing an election and doing it right
can be considerable — especialy a
first-ever election with the layers
and the seeming complexity. It
involves finding ways to attract
candidates from every walk of Is-
land life, then hel ping them mount
campaigns. Some may never have
run for anything. Then there's a
need for a substantial investment
inpublicinformation: avoter-edu-
cation process that ideally should
reach even those |slanderswho are
not normally “awake” to elections,
aswell as asignificant population
of non-citizens, who may never
have voted before. (U.S. citizen-
ship will not be a requirement for
voting —the only qualifiersare ls-

land residency and age 18+.)
Perhaps most important for
RIRA in this process — given that
it doesn’'t have any official en-
dorsement from the State— will be
the number and quality of the can-
didates, and the number of resi-
See Plebiscite, page 8

Eager Hands Participants in the Island Library’s summer reading
program clamored to be chosen for games Wednesday at an event
celebrating the success of the 2007 edition. Under-12s read a total of
2,150 books over the course of the summer.
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The Editorial Page

Suffrio Ergo Sum*

This week, Roosevelt Island reached toward democracy.

Wednesday night’s vote by the Residents Association Com-
mon Council (story, page 1), a decision to hold a plebiscite in
which residents will choose their proposed nominees for the
Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC), represents another important step in efforts to
democratize the management of this community.

Even if you're a “new kid on the block,” you may already
know that the Island, which is City property, is leased to and
managed by the State of New York through RIOC. The RIOC
President and all the members of the RIOC Board are appointed
by the Governor — not elected. This has meant the absence of
democracy here. While we vote in elections for a City
Councilmember, a State Senator, a State Assemblymember,
and the Governor, there has been no recourse to the ballot box
if and when Island management falls short (and it has fallen
short many times over the years).

That has meant no opportunity to influence, through votes
and majority rule, the policies and activities of RIOC — an ab-
sence, simply put, of any influence over the government that
is closest to our daily lives.

But local democracy has also been absent on Roosevelt Is-
land in another way: A substantial portion of residents, citi-
zens of Roosevelt Island in fact but not in vested rights, are
foreigners who can bring new perspectives and welcome voices
to a local Roosevelt Island democracy.

On February 5, the important step will be residents — U.S.
citizens or not — going into voting booths to make their choices
among candidates who seek their endorsement in a quest to
become a member of the RIOC Board of Directors. While there
will be further steps — the Governor must ultimately decide
whom to appoint — a strong turnout that day, and strongly
expressed preferences, are likely to mean a great deal to a
Governor who did well in Island voting.

Whether a directly elected RIOC Board is somewhere in
the Island’s future hasn’t yet shown itself in the available
models of crystal balls, but that idea is clear and strong in the
hearts and minds of all those who have worked to bring it about.
The coming campaign and vote can demonstrate to the State
government that Roosevelt Islanders can handle democracy
just as well as any other local community, and that demon-
stration will become a key rung on a ladder leading toward
true local suffrage for all Roosevelt Island adults.

Don’t just watch it happen. Be part of it. Think about
running for the RIOC Board. Your judgment and your power
to think creatively might make this a better community. There
will be the satisfaction of having a direct positive impact on
the lives of your neighbors. Whether you run or not, examine
all the candidates and consider their positions and their over-
all merit, and help the community make its best choices at the
ballot box.

This indirect process isn’t perfect democracy. It’s a valu-
able and important step, though, and we all must take it to-
gether.

DL

*| vote. Therefore, | exist.
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Where did the summer go? With the onset of the
U.S. Open, football, the first day of school at PS/IS
217, and, oh yes, RIRA Common Council meetings,
the calendar’s protestations that summer extends un-
til September 23 fall on deaf ears. We know better;
this summer has kicked the bucket.

Whilel love my neighbors dearly, thereis one jerk

on this Island for whom | have less than warm
thoughts. I’ m referring to the twit who tore down all
the RIRA Common
Council agenda post-
T h e ers | taped to kiosks
the length of Main
Street last Sunday.
RI RA Forty-eight hours
later, when | walked
down Main Street,
CO | umn they were ripped
down, crumpled, and
tossed in the street.
Not only is this idiot no friend of RIRA but he's a
litterbug to boot. You should know: | am constitu-
tionally required to inform the community of each
Common Council meeting (even though few of you
attend), and | do so with posted flyers and noticesin
The WIRE. All it takesto undo my best intentionsis
one bozo with a grudge against RIRA and the heart
of avandal. Whoever you are, what's your story?
Don't you want peopleto cometo the meetings? Your
RIRA Common Council, volunteers all, works too
hard to be treated so cavalierly. Please, cut it out.
Whilel’m onthe subject, let’stalk about kiosk cour-
tesy (kourtesy?). When you see atime-sensitive post-
ing that hasn’t expired yet, kindly do not cover it with
your own material. And when you see an undated
poster, still in good shape and conveying informa-
tion, please have the civility to find an empty space
or adefunct flyer to cover. Everythingiscleaned off
periodically by RIOC anyway, so respect your neigh-
borswho might have something interesting to impart.
By the time you read this, the RIOC Board of Di-
rectorswill have met and, God willing, provided new
commercial leases to several of our merchants who
have been without one for far too long. They include
the Chinese restaurant, M& D Deli, the cleaners, Ac-
countable Financial Management, Roosevelt Island

Nails, and the hair salon. Therent increasesvary from
store to store as do the lengths of the lease exten-
sions, which rangefrom five yearsto ten yearswith a
five-year option. The good newsisthat wewill have
the benefit of these goods and services for sometime
to come. | expect this action will calm the fears of
store owners who have been operating day-to-day
without knowing what their future would bring, and
allow them to invest in their shops' appearance, their
equipment and new merchandise securein the knowl-
edge that they will still be in businesstomorrow. It's
about time!

There is still no movement regarding the empty
Main Street stores. Southtown will soon offer us a
Duane Reade branch, complete with a Chase Bank

~ = ATM, soon to be
followed by Japa-
nese and Italian
restaurants. Thisis
possible because
the commercial
leasesare privately
owned and not con-
trolled by RIOC, a
Public Authority.
But whatever it
takes to move Al-
bany into allowing
this community to
provide the basic
retail amenities has
not happened and
doesn’'t seem likely
to happen in the
foreseeable future.
And s0...no bakery
or ice cream cones
for four years; no pizzafor three years; no fish store,
no sports bar, no credit union, no shoerepair. A State
government that passes laws preventing commerce,
that screws up badly and then can’t fix the problem,
well; New York State has earned the sobriquet “the
most dysfunctional state government in America.”

This Tuesday will be the sixth anniversary of 9/11.
Each year, RIRA has arranged an observance of the

See Katz, page 14

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

Post Labor Day, 2007

The summer season is over, the kids are back in
school, families home from vacations. Here'swhat’s
on our plate;

1. Street Cleaning: We aretrying hard to maintain
the public appearance of the Island. One of our tasks
is frequent street cleaning. The schedule for street
cleaning, per the signs posted on Main Street to that
effect, isfor Monday and Thursday mornings between

10and 11:30AM. Applicabletothewest sideof Main
Street, no parking ispermitted during that time. RIOC
has put notices on cars left on the street to warn the
parkers of impending enforcement by ticketing and
towing, if necessary.
Even for the handi-

capped, if theldandis

to have clean streets, T h e

the cars must be

moved. R I O C

2. TheTram: How
best to prepare the
Tram for the future CO I u m n
continues to occupy
much of RIOC’s time and attention. To determine
the capability of the existing towers before any deci-
sion about change in configuration is made, a study
of stresses and load capacity is underway by the en-
gineering firms. Assuming an answer that it will tol-
erate adifferent configuration, the discussion and de-
cision will then be on the issues of reliability, pre-
dictability, and flexibility in the future. On onehand,
adual system would require larger immediate expen-
diture of funds (available by an appropriation in this
year's State budget) and greater downtime in the
present, but should result in reduced downtimein the
future, with predictable maintenance cyclesand costs,
together with the redundancy of a dual system. No
significant gain in capacity can be achieved because
of the physical limitations of the towers and the sta-
tions at either end. On the other hand, the present
Tram system works well and if appropriately mod-
ernized and refurbished, at less present cost and down-
time, could continue indefinitely, but, of course, sub-
ject totheincreasing vagaries of agein acomplicated
mechanical system. A cost-benefit analysis consid-
ering the essential nature of the Tram will be under-
taken to assist in the decision-making process. Com-
plicated.

3. Assemblyman Micah Kellner will be holding
open-house district meetingsin RIOC's offices at 591
Main Street commencing Thursday, September 13,
from5to 7 p.m., and every Thursday thereafter. Staff-
ers will stand in for Kellner when the Legislature is
in session.

4. Commercial leases. RIOC's Board of Direc-
tors, upon the recommendation of the Real Estate

Committee, will be asked to vote upon the approval
of leases or extensions for six of the existing tenants
on Main Street. We are still working hard on theis-
sue of process to solicit tenants and lease up the va-
cant stores. Southtown will be opening two restau-
rants and a pharmacy in the near future.

5. ldand House and Westview: Extensive joint
discussions with DHCR as to “affordability” struc-
tures have been held.

6. Public Safety: At the suggestion of RIRA, we
have been in touch with the NY C 911 operation, in-
stalled a special line, and expect final confirmation
fromNY PD that RIOC will get notification of all 911
calls. Coordination with the emergency responders
to offer whatever assistance possible should expedite
matters here on the Island.

7. Blackwell House: With work on the exterior
reaching a conclu- T
sion (mid-Octo-
ber), the Historical
Society, led by the
indefatigable Judy
Berdy, has
wangled a
$400,000 appro-
priation from the
City’s department
of Cultural Affairs
for use in restora-
tion of theinterior,
provided there will
be a dedicated ap-
proved public use.
The Historical So-
ciety isdrafting the
program to be re-

i
Steve Shane, President
viewed by al con-  Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

cerned. e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com

8. Comfort Stations: At the suggestion of the RI
Blog, RIOC isfollowing up aDOT program to make
some additional restroom facilities available. Itisa
competitive process, so we shall see. We understand
the need and are studying the possible solutions.

9. Netcasting: RIOC isrecording the proceedings
of both committee and Board meetings and making
them available on the web site. Check out the meet-
ings of the Real Estate and Governance Committees
and the Board. Modern technology iswonderful, but
existing bandwidth constraints make simul casting al -
most impossible on the Island. Closed captioning is
also daunting, but we are pursuing adding it to the
tape to be in compliance with the Governor’s Execu-
tive Order 3.

10. Seniors Sportspark Swimming: RIOC hasbeen
trying to promote pool time for seniors. Free admis-
See Shane, page 12



COMING UP

— ThisWeekend —

Registration for Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance classes,
today (Sat., Sept. 8), 11:00-3:00, downstairs at the Howe Theatre be-
hind the Video/Hardware Store. Fifteen-minute demonstration classes
for teens and adults include: 12:45, Aeropump; 1:05, Contemporary
Dance; 1:30, Ethnic Dance Aerobics; 1:55, Disco Dance Workout; 2:15,
Pilates; 2:35, Yoga. Classes start Sept. 15. P

Opening Reception for Sone and Fire, exhibit
of the photography of Tad Sudol, tonight (Sat.,
Sept. 8), 6:00-9:00 p.m., Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main
St. Gallery hours: Sat.-Sun., 11:00-5:00; Wed. 1ot
and Fri., 6:00-9:00. > e K5
M usucOutdoorsat Trellis, Fridaysand Saturdays, 6:00-10:00 p.m.,
through Sat., Sept. 15.

—The Coming Week —

Open House Reception and Toastmaster s public speaking group meet-
ing, Mon., Sept. 10, 7:30 p.m., Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main . Information:;
212-751-9577.

9/11 Observance and Ceremony, Tue., Sept. 11, 7:00 p.m., Good
Shepherd Plaza. Bring a candle.

Roosevelt Island Democratic Club meeting, Tue., Sept. 11, 7:30
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center, lower level.

SateAssemblymember Micah Kdlner, District Officehours, Thur.,
Sept. 13 and every Thursday, 3-7 p.m., RIOC Conference Room at 591
Main S.

FreeArt Instruction offered by the Roosevelt Island Visual ArtsAs-
sociation, Sat., Sept. 15 and five subsequent Saturdays, 11:00-2:00,
Sportspark Art Studio. Free, sponsored by RIOC; supplies provided.

— Future Weeks —

Primary Election, Tue., Sept. 18.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Sept. 22. (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadlines. Adsinthe pa-
per, Thur., Sept. 13; decision on circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon.,
Sept. 17; they are due Thur., Sept. 20. Additional issuesin 2007: Oct. 6,
20; Nov. 3, 17; Dec. 1, 15. Issuesin
2008: Jan. 12, 26; Feb. 9, 23; Mar.
15, 29; Apr. 19; May 3, 17, 31; June
14, 28; Aug. 2, 30; Sept. 13, 27; Oct.
11, 25; Nov. 8, 22; Dec. 6, 20. News
phone, 212-826-9055; urgent mat-
ters, 917-617-0449. Phonefor dis-
play and classified advertising
placement and information, 212-751-8214.

Toastmaster s meeting, Mon., Sept. 24, 8:00 p.m. Visitorswelcome.
Information: 917-691-8836.

ResidentsAssociation Common Council meeting, Wed., Oct. 3, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residents to present mattersto
the Council. (Future meetingsNov.
7, Dec. 5.)

The Encampment, art installa-
tion by Thom Sokoloski, Fri., Oct.
5through Sun., Oct. 7, Southpoint
Park. Volunteers are being sought
to help with the installation;
encampmentcollaborators @gamil.com. >

Fall for ArtsFestival, Sat., Oct.
6, Island residential areas.

Toastmaster s meeting, Mon.,
Oct. 8, 8:00 p.m. Visitorswelcome. Information: 212-751-9577.
RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Oct.

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Ioc 18, 4:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center. An
open forum for residents to bring matters before the
Board will follow the formal session. (Future meet-

u_l.

ing 9:30 Nov. 29.)

Open House Reception and Toastmasters public speaking group
meeting, Mon., Oct. 22, 8:00 p.m. Visitors welcome. Information:
917-757-3215.

An Evening with Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul & Mary, the Orphans
International Sixth Annual Benefit, Tue., Oct. 30, 6-9 p.m., in Mr.
Yarrow’s Manhattan home. Attendance limited; call 212-755-7285.

Senior Center

Monday 10:30, Creative Arts

10:30, English as 2nd Language 11:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Blood Pressure 12:30, Movie
12:30, “Oldies” Movies 2:00, Lotto
1:00, Computers Friday
5:45, Yoga Tuesd 9:30, Yoga
uesday 10:30, C t
9:30, Get Sronger Bones 1:00 Bricéggu s
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus 7:00, Games (RISA)
5:00. Pairea Sculpt Saturaay
:00, Pain ulp . i
7:30, Games (RISA) 7:30, Bingo (RISA)
Wednesda .
10:30, Computers Flea Market, Sat., Sept. 8, 9:00
10:30, Shoppers' Bus am.-5:00 p.m.
7:00, Pokeno (RISA) IHop Trip, Mon., Sept. 10, 2:00
Thursday p.m.
9:30, Get Sronger Bones City Island Trip, Tue., Sept. 17,
9:30 am.

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Yonkers Casino Trip, Mon.,
Sept. 24, 12 noon
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To the Editor:

“Cowed and ignorant public
opinion,” wrote Ike Nahem in the
oversized manifesto (Letters: The
WIRE, August 25). That implies
that thewriter considershimself an
enlightened person.

Following are some quotes.
Decide for yourself:

o “ ..it was virtually impossible
to find an outright opponent of the
war on the mass media outlets
...Nearly half of the country op-
posed it.”

Facts:

| read various opinions in lead-
ing media. Some were pro-war,
some were anti, but the vast ma-
jority wereanalytical. By theway,
how did Ikelearn about half of the
country? That information isanti-
war. What was the source? Did
Ike spend big money for private
research or just get it from the“ op-
pressed” media?

“...financial interests of US
corporations AND banks.”

Facts:

Does the enlightened author un-
derstand the meaning of those
words? Virtually every bank is a
corporation. The WIRE is pub-
lished by a U.S. corporation. So
what?

o ..its(MiddleEast - H.S.) vast
oil and energy platforms has been
at the center of the power struggles,
intrigues, and yes, world wars of
the richest capitalist powers and
empires for over a century.”

Facts:

a) The Middle East became a
major object of world politics 50
years ago, when the Soviets de-
cided to use oil asatool to destroy
the Western economy.

A century ago:

- Thedevelopedworldwasnot oil-
dependent, but horse-dependent.

- Most oil resources of the
Middle East were not yet discov-
ered.

b) The Middle East did not have
great significance during both
world wars.

c) One of two parties in the
struggle for Middle East (the So-
viet Union) was neither rich nor a
capitalist power.

Etc., etc. Virtually every state-
ment in the letter is nothing but
groundless propaganda intended
for an ignorant public. Keeping
my letter short, | will not comment
every point.

Please, do not be placid. It was
propaganda and ignorance that in-
spired the 9/11 suicide terrorists.
Propaganda and ignorance inspire
haters now. Propagandaand igno-
rance were, are, and will be the
most powerful weapons of master-
minds of death.

Henry Savransky

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local inter-
est to the community, and to/from officials.
Requests for Name Withheld publication will
be considered, but the writer's name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; letters sub-
mitted anonymously will not be published.
Recommended method of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail preferred, or attach a file),
oronaCD left atthe desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE. If you e-mail, ex-
pect a confirming response and, if you don't
receive one, resend and call 212-826-9055
to alert us that it's been sent. Alternatives:
Typed copy left at the lobby desk at 531 Main
Street; allow extra time for typesetting.
Clearly handwritten letters will be considered,
if brief. We are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters. All letters are subject
to acceptance and editing for length and
clarity. Recommended maximum length,
350 words; longer letters will be considered
if their content merits the required space.

[etters

To RIOC President Steve Shane:

Last week, we discussed the inappropriate behavior of some of the
officers of the Public Safety Department (PSD). This letter addresses
only one of those issues — the persistent and illegal parking habits of
PSD Deputy Director Rene Bryan.

As captured in photos and discussed in posters | have been handing
out, Bryan parks hismonster SUV in avariety of parking spotson Main
Street, including spaces reserved for PSD patrol cars and regular spaces
where muni-meter parking permits are required. Yet no permits (muni-
meter or otherwise) are displayed on Bryan's vehicle. When | asked
you about thisin arecent conversation, your explanation was that Jim
Fry, the director of PSD, says that Bryan needs to park his vehicle on
Main Street “because he transports people.”

Thisis not an adequate explanation. Who are the people Bryan needs
to transport? If Fry means people who are arrested, then surely law or
reason or liability issues requires the use of real NYPD vehicles along
with real NY PD officers. (And how often are prisoners transported on
the Island?)

The real reason that Bryan parks wherever and whenever he wants,
for free, is because he can. It is his office that hands out the parking
tickets, after all.

Certainly, any Island residentswho wereto park their car where Bryan
parks, and without paying, would receive asummons. AsCEO of RIOC,
you cannot permit illegal activity by aRIOC employee. Andif Bryan's
parking is not illegal, please cite the appropriate legal citations and ra-
tionale.

In their weekly staff meetings, PSD officers reaffirm that they “are
here to serve the community.” Yet it seems that many PSD officers
often do not perform to that standard. Although PSD or RIOC staff
keep pulling down my posters (don’t worry, | have an endless supply,
and you can get the full text and blog entries at http:/blog.rira-council.org), |
have discovered something about |sland residentsas| put up more post-
ers. Invariably, strangers come up to me with PSD horror stories of
their own, about PSD officers treating/ticketing them unfairly, enforc-
ing arbitrary rules, and abusing the parking situation from their position
of authority.

| have two suggestions: (1) The rules for residents must be the same
as the rules for PSD officers; e.g., RIOC employees should not have
special parking privileges on Main Street. (2) Please give more thought
to the ongoing dissatisfaction of Island residents with PSD; we interact
with PSD on adaily basisand it is not a pretty picture.

Finally, as | was putting up flyers this morning, | noticed that they
were taken down within ten minutes. | caught Officer Candelario rip-
ping down theflyers. | asked, “Why are you taking down the posters?’
His response was, “1 was told to.” No other posters on the kiosks or
elsehwere were taken down. Can you explain why PSD officers are
permitted to violate our First Amendment right to publicly complain
about the Government, and why their RIOC/PSD management chain
encourages them to do so?

Frank Farance

Letters deadline for Sept. 22 issue: Tues., Sept. 18.
After deadline, letters considered on a space-available basis.

- S

A.G!
Alex Gamburg (The WIRE, September 12, 2001)

History from the Island viewpoint: Read the
9/12/01 EXTRA edition of The WIRE on line at
http://nyc10044.com/wire/2202/wire2202.html
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[Iﬁ?? duane reade
425 Main Street

We’re happy to serve you
and join the Roosevelt
Island Community!

9/11

We remember the day.
We remember the feelings.
We remember, as though it
happened yesterday, and we
pray that it will not happen again

in any of our tomorrows.
We remember those we lost.
Remember together again,
Tuesday evening in
Good Shepherd Plaza.

H 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We N
specialize L.
AN in
| wines
from
all

L . nations

e

Free Delivery (minimum $15)

212-838-5822

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3
Closed Tuesday

See you at Trellis. Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

THE GROG SHOP

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available * Home visits

* Divorce & Family Law » Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Personal Injury Law * Real Estate: Closings
* Criminal Law * Business Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
67 Wall Street, 22™ Floor, #8028
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

Salamis Service Center & Auto Body
718-392-7451

* 10% discount for Roosevelt Island residents
* Free towing for Roosevelt Island residents
* Licensed Inspection Station

Mon.-Fri., 8BAM-6PM, Sat. 8AM-4PM (closed Sun.)

Towing is 24/7 — Call anytime
21-15 38th Av,, Long Island City
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HSHEDES

oRROOSEVEINNSIFAND
WELCOMES YOU!

GRISTEDES Supermarket at 686 Main Street wishes to extend a warm welcome
to all. GRISTEDES has always been the supermarket of choice, and has always
offered Quality at Great Prices. Use the $5 Off Coupon and save on your next
purchase (limit 1 per family with a $50 purchase, excluding cigarettes and lot-
tery tickets). GRISTEDES offers Quality Deli, Meat, Bakery, Seafood,
Produce, Frozen, Dairy, Health & Beauty Aids, Housewares and much, much more,
including a Complete, In-Store Pharmacy! John Catsimatidis, Chairman & CEO

e Gristedes Quality Deli Department
Featuring Roasted Hourly PERDUE BBQ CHICKENS °* JENNIE-O, DILUSSO HORMEL COLD CUTS
Dietz & Watson * SUMPTUOUS PLATTERS For All Your Party Needs

e Gristedes Quality Bakery Section
Fresh Baked CROISSANTS » MUFFINS » BREADS » ROLLS » STORE DECORATED CAKES

e Gristedes Quality Meat Department
Featuring PERDUE CHICKEN + CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF - HORMEL PORK * JENNIE-O TURKEY

e Gristedes Quality Seafood Department

Fresh Catch of the Day * Largest Variety Displayed on Ice *» Guaranteed Fresh

e Gristedes Quality Produce Department

Exotic » Organic * Biggest & Freshest Selection In Town

e Gristedes Pharmacy

We honor most plans * Prescriptions Filled While You Wait  Call 212-644-4125 for more information.

2".?‘";?'”3&5 _lpe S|. i |[Heineken or
| ! _
Ketchup{ Club, Tonic | © | [Regular o D,et & ........ AmStel L
% ‘559‘*5"*’ $499 (51621
W DN Do e | W 2o o, K g

i iHaagen Dazs

iCharmin Regular ‘Bounty Mega-
ilce Creg

‘ ;Bath Tlssue ior Mega Select!

i 1

1#'s 1,2,8,9,10,35,75 l Assorted Varietie | 124 Pack ITOW els ’/ﬂﬂ‘y |
| $ 99  1$™999 """'- '$ P
1 5 == ol | 99 -

I . | = ) m |
: 0 1 : 16 oz. : : 200 ct. rolls : : 100172 ot & = :

Limit 2 per customer ¢ wladd 1 $10.00 purchase not Limit 2 per customer * w/add’l $10.00 purchase not Limit 2 per customer * w/add’l $10.00 purchase not . :

: including coupon items,IGT Card, or cigarettes. : 1 including coupon items,IGT Card, or clgarettes 11 including coupon items,IGT Card, or cigarettes. 11 leli Iﬁ J’.ﬁ; (::l:)sut:;‘-ﬁrte n:»galggr Ic$a1r g%or g?g;:rheat::smt 1
TExpires 9/14/07 + MSW 9575 1 lExpires 9/14/07 - MSW 576 1 IExpires 9/14/07 + MSW 9577 | IExplres iding cou es. )

GRISTEDES SUPER COUPON
NS PHARMACY COUPON }

On any new or transferred prescription. Limit one coupon per prescrlptlon one
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY WITH A $50 PURCHASE [107 2n) vetor fantieted eracrioticn, L ane £ o e s eIl LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY WITH A $50 PURCHASE |

Can not be used with IGT Card. Excludes cigarettes |l prohibited by law or contract. Not valid on mail order. Can not be used with IGT Card. Il Can not be used with IGT Card. Excludes cigarettes |

& lottery tickets. Good only at Roosevelt Island. 11 Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island 1 & lottery tickets. Good only at Roosevelt Island |
Valid September 9-14, 2007 MSW Expires September 22, 2007 9580 Valid September 15-22 2007 MSW
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e TAP (Rockette Style) _
e TAP (Rhythm)
e Jazz

e Pre Ballet

¢ Ballet |
e Pointe Profesﬂgna
* Lyrical Performanc
° Hlp Hop in Man hattan

e Modern 2
e Acrobatics

Classes for
ALL LEVELS

Beginer to Professional
* TOTS » TEENS
¢ ADULTS « BOYS

¢ REGISTRATI ON?
TIMES: :

Tues., Sept. 4
from 4-7pm
Thurs., Sept. 6
from 4-7pm
Fri., Sept. 7
from 4-7pm
Sat., Sept 8 from
10am-3pm

CALL NOW TO REGISTER!

Celebratmg

our 52

ANNIVERSARY

REGISTER NOW FOE FALL DANCE CLASSES

We Offer Professional Instruction In:

$15 OFF

REGISTRATION

Offer valid only at Gathy’s Dance Studio.

With ad only. Expires 9/15/07

CATEHY®S DANCE STUDIO

33-19 CRESCENT STREET » 718-274-7668

(LOCATED... Between Broadway & 34th Ave. in Astoria)
¢ Air Conditioned * Hardwood Sprung Dance Floor » State-0f-The-Art Sound System

At Cathy’s, it’s about MORE than dance.
It's about MOTIVATING young people to be the best they can be.

Visit our Website:

www.cathysdance.com

©2007 M1P » CATD-038638

Library Again Celebrates Summer Reading

by Mary Camper-Titsingh

The Island branch of the New York Pub-
lic Library held an end-of-summer celebra-
tion Wednesday, treating children and adults
who participated in its Summer Reading
Clubs.

“Uncover theWorld” wasthe theme of the
reading program, whichthisyear, for thefirst
time, included aseparate Adult Reading Pro-
gram. Thirty-six adults participated, read-
ing 474 books. Intheunder-12 set, 312 chil-
dren read an impressive 2,150 books.
Among teens, 213 read atotal of 237 books.

The celebration was held in the amphithe-
ater behind thelibrary to the enthusiastic ap-
plause of proud parents. Certificates of

achievement and gifts were presented to the
Children’sFirst Prize Winner, Collen Doyle,
who read 98 books over the summer months.
The Young Adult First Prize Winner was
Sean Doyle with (120 books), and the
record-holder for the adult “Uncover the
World” Reading Program was Mrs. Chiyo
Sakai (40).

The names of all the other participants
were called out, as well, and they received
presents. There were sheets of laser stick-
ers and painted flower pots donated by
Roosevelt Island’s Video-Hardware store,

pencils and balloons from the Card Shop, a

picture framewith apretty painting fromWe

Summer reading participants lined up Wednesday afternoon to spell out “Summer Reading
2007”

Are One Boutique, abouquet of fresh flow-
ers from the Island Flower shop. Four gift
certificates were donated by Roosevelt
Nails, a gift certificate was donated by the
Roosevelt Island Cleaners, and another by
the Beauty Salon at 523 Main Street. The
Thrift Store gave ten second-hand books and
ten tapesfor children. Thelibrary provided
brand new Scholastic Books titles, too.

Thisyear, instead of hired entertainers as
in the past, the children entertained them-
selves. Led by library staffers Kariria
Martinez and Lateshe Lee, they competed
in active games such as sack-hopping, the
Alphabet Song, water balloon hot potato, an
egg-and-spoon race (a bit messy), and tat-
toos (paper).

Trellis donated platters of appetizers.
China One donated pork or vegetable fried
rice. M&D Deli gave potato chips, soft
drinks, andice. Therewerethreelarge sheet
cakes with colorful icing.

Supervising Librarian PetraKolokotronis
explained that during the successful
children’sand adult’ sreading programs, par-
ticipants can read any books they wish and
then enter thetitlesinto thereading logs pro-
vided by the library. “However, | can sup-
ply book lists with titles under various cat-
egories. For instance, the adult book list in-
cludestitlesfor “ The most popular Mystery
novels of the 20th Century,” “Banned
Books,” “Pulitzer Prize Winners of 2007,”
and a list of titles for Book Discussion
Groups. Theselistsare still available at the
library.”

The Roosevelt Island Branch Library, at
524 Main Street, isnow open six daysaweek
with newly expanded hours on Tuesdaysand
Fridays:

Monday — 12 noon-8 p.m.

Tuesday — 10 am.-6 p.m.

Wednesday — 12 noon-8 p.m.

Thursday — 10 am.-6 p.m.

Friday — 10 am.-6 p.m.

Saturday 10 am.-5 p.m.

Sunday closed

Davidevy

Former Roosevelt Island resident David
Levy died August 29 after along battle with
pancreatic cancer. He was 62.

David, who cameto Roosevelt Island from
Brooklyn in 1980, lived for many yearsin
Eastwood, Rivercross, and then Manhattan
Park. After moving to Manhattaninthemid-
'90's, he remained a frequent presence on
the Island. Residents may remember him
from his early-morning jogs or for his stops
at Trellis for corn muffins in his Brooklyn
Dodgers cap. He is remembered for help-
ing many Roosevelt Island youngsters find
their first jobs.

In testament to David Levy’s influence,
Neal Herman, who grew up on Roosevelt
Island, will be running the New York City
Marathon in his memory and to raise funds
for Sloan Kettering, the hospital that helped
David fight hisillness.

He is survived by his partner, Suzanne
Weissman, and his children, Andrew and
Dana Levy.
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Roosevelt |dand Jewish Congregation
548 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY

Rabbi Leana Moritt
Ronald Méeltzer, President  Steve Kaufman, Treasurer  Nina Lublin, Secretary

On Rosh Hashanah, the New Year for the Jeawmish Community,
wewish all our friends and neighbors a sweet and joyous new year.
May this be a year for peace.

For those interested in information about our Congregation, please visit our website, http://nyc10044.com/rijc/,
call Ron Meltzer (212-753-0237), or join us for holiday services, Wed. evening, Sept. 12 at 7 pm and Sept. 13 & 14 at 9:45.
Children’s services and child care begin 10:30 a.m.
for Rosh Hashanah (first day) and for Yom Kippur.
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New York Nations
Youth Soccer

Located on Roosevelt Island

Is now open for registration for the
2007-08 Soccer Season.

We are currently accepting registrations for the
following age groups:
Boys: U 10, U 11, U 12,

Schedule
Tryout/practice
Friday September 14, 21, 28,
from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM
Octagon Field (behind 40 River Rd)

For additional dates and information
please call 646-220-7797

In an effort to add age groups to the club, we are
looking for youth soccer coaches.
Please call 646-220-7797
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523 Main St ® 212.688 0055
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ree Delivery to Roosevelt Island
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o TR 20
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18.937.0002 Minimum Order $12

Bangla Garden
Restaurant & Party Hall
29-14 36t Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106
Open: 11:30 am - 11:00 pm

www.banglagarden.com

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

You have financial questions???
We have financial answers!!!

* Financial Planning — Retirement, College Funding, ete.

¢ Insurance — Apartment, Health, Auto, Long-Term Care

* Investments — Securities offered thru Genworth Financial

Securities Corp., Member NASD/SIPC

* Mortgages — Registered mortgage broker — NYS Banking
I)eparl.l'nenl. loans urrunge(l l.|1|‘()ug__{]1 I.hir‘(l-puri._\-‘
providers — We represent over 40 banks

* Real Estate — Purchase, rentals, sales, & property management

¢ Tax Preparation — Tax reduction planning

212-644-3231

Webpage: Accountfin.com
E-mail: generalinfo@accountfin.com
599 Main Street * Roosevelt Island

BEST HOME SERVICES
SERVING ALL OF MANHATTAN

— Special Introductory Offer —
* $10 Discount on First Cleaning

The Best Home Services, Ltd.

We clean your home as if it’'s our own.
Same personnel each visit.

All screened, trained & English-speaking.
Daily « Weekly « Bi-Weekly « Monthly
Flexible « Dependable
Satisfaction Guaranteed » Bonded & Insured

212-688-6712

besthomesvcs@aol.com
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Plebiscite from page 1

dents who step into avoting booth
on February 5.

RIRA has an important role in
the Roosevelt 1sland community,
so doing something to support its
activities — which, as it happens,
will now include February 5 bal-
loting to choose those nominees —
made sense at the top of RIOC,
where Steve Shane sits as Presi-
dent.

RIRA President Matthew Katz
talked it all through with Shane,
and the formula was found:

* RIRA will ask RIOC for an a-
location of funds.

» Shane, acting within hisauthor-
ity as RIOC President, will give
RIRA some money to carry on its
activities in the Roosevelt Island
community.

» That money will not be ear-
marked for an election. In fact, it
will be specifically “unrestricted.”

» No State agency — certainly not
DHCR or RIOC — will tell RIRA
what to do with the money, or how
todoit. Therewill be, in short, no
RIOC hand on or in what RIRA
does between now and February 5,
2008.

* RIRA will mount an election—
0ops, plebiscite (Shane'spreferred
term) — working hard to attract a
field of candidates that represents
every shade and hue of Roosevelt
Island’sdiversity inincome, hous-
ing mode, geography, physical
ability, ethnicity, and so on.

MTG convener David Bauer, as he
described the subcommittee’s
decision to the RIRA Common
Council Wedneday night.

* RIRA will submit thewinners
names asresidents’ suggestionsto
the Governor as potential nomi-
nees to the RIOC Board. (RIRA
leaders are also likely to seek the
assistance of Democratic office-
holders in persuading the Gover-
nor to take the suggestions very
seriously.)

» The candidates will have to
completeall the normal paperwork
—andit'snot asmall amount — as-
sociated with being appointed to
any New York State authority, and
go through the usual vetting by the
State Police and the Governor’s

Qualifications: Three Views

On Thursday morning, resident RIOC Board member Patrick Stewart
commented on a discussion in his Governance Oversight Committee,
with RIOC President Steve Shane and Counsel Ken Leitner, on qualifi-
cationsfor service on the RIOC Board. David Kraut and Mark Ponton,
both resident Board members, also commented. Their remarks, pre-
sented here verbatim, are interesting for the varied viewpoints they re-
vedl.

Patrick Stewart

The subject was, broadly, qualificationsfor membershipinthe [RIOC]
Board, or, what would be the qualities that a corporation would be |ook-
ing for intheir membership interms of furthering the corporation. While
that isindeed true, this Board like any other board | know of has afidu-
ciary responsibility not just to the corporation but to the community. So
that, understanding that, a Board member should come as clean as pos-
sible, unfettered with prior opinion, with the greatest amount of busi-
ness expertise as possible. We discussed how the corporation operates,
and it operates like most any other private-sector corporation in that we
have management, we have financial, we havereal estate, we have mar-
keting, and al of the thingsthat a corporation [that] makes money needs
to have. In this case, however, the money we make goes back to the
community, and that’s why the dual purpose of the fiduciary responsi-
bility. We discussed that at some great length; we decided that it needed
re-discussion, so Mr. Leitner and | will be meeting in the near future to
cut down or make more clear that we need some certain priorities and
skills in addition to what might be called ethical community service
standards. Mr. Leitner and | will be meeting on that, probably next
week.

Mark Ponton

It would seem to me that one of the things the committee could do,
inadvertently, is add such an aura of excellence and complexity that no
one would daretry to run, and | would hope that, somewhere, you were
ableto separate what is preferred from what is absol utely essential. For
instance, if aguy with an 1Q of something [high] wantsto run, it seems
to me that he should, according to the democratic process, and if he
wins, he wins. So somehow, | would hope that we would watch that,
because there may be people who are not qualified in any way but emo-
tional and patriotic predisposition, and | don’t think we'd want to throw

them out.
David Kraut

The briefest glance around this table shows that no particular qualifi-
cationisrequired to beaBoard member. Inany case, | speak infavor of
what Mark said, and part of the discussion, if | may, Patrick, was along
the exact lines of whether we need specific business expertise, or legal
expertise, or whether we just want — | say “just” asthough it were noth-
ing — [we want] candidates [who] should be selected more based on
their principles and their ethic and their broad view of the community,
and what they can bring to a general discussion of the purposes and
future of this Corporation as opposed to a specific expertise which —
and thisis presented as an aternative idea — which can be hired. You
can hire consultants to help you figure out legal and financial and fidu-
ciary matters in their specific areas. You want these consultants to be
heard by people with a generally broad and reasoned outlook and a vi-
sion of what this community can become, as opposed to a specific pro-
fessional skill set.

appointments office.

The formula, as devel oped:

* Allows RIOC to avoid any of-
ficial endorsement or involvement
in the voting.

» Allows RIRA to get the job
done right — perhaps so right that
it will have amoral force that will
make the democratically chosen
winnersvery appealing to the Gov-
ernor as nominees.

But was it easy? No.

The debate Wednesday night at
the RIRA meeting wasfervent and
heartfelt, though never heated.

IntheMaple Tree Group (MTG),
the working subcommittee of
RIRA’'s Government Relations
Committee, there had been an ear-
lier debate over accepting funds
from RIOC that might seem pre-
destined to cover the cost of an
election... er, plebiscite. ASMTG
convener David Bauer reported to
the Common Council Wednesday
night, the MTG vote had been 5to
3, with Government Relations
Chair (and former RIRA Vice
President) Margie Smith as one of
the three dissenting votes. Said
Bauer, “The people who were on
the[losing] 3 side of the [subcom-
mittee] vote were concerned that,
if we accept financial help from
RIOC, there may be ataint to the
process that would be uncomfort-
able. | think that’sapoint that has
to be considered, but I think we
must also face up to the fact that if
we ever were to achieve nirvana—
nirvanabeing achangein the State
law requiring an election of Island
residents by Island residents —
those elections would be run by
RIOC, and necessarily so because
they are the responsible agency.
Thefeeling onthe[majority] 5side
of thevote wasthat we are not put-
ting ourselves into an even worse
situation by asking RIOC for the
money than we would be if we
were ever to get the law changed.”
Bauer concluded his presentation
by urging that RIRA accept fund-
ing from RIOC and from any other
source that might be available.

In proposing a motion, RIRA
President Katz, who is a member
of MTG said, “Thisisthefirsttime
we'redoing this. If wedon'tdoit
right this time, we're never going
to get the chance to do it again.”
He advocated accepting funding to
ensure RIRA would have the re-
sources to conduct an effective
election. “l see no ethical con-
straintshere,” headded. Katz sug-
gested that this might set a prece-
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Bicycle Built For Two The Angelica Foundation has donated

a Duet Wheelchair Bicycle Tandem to Coler-Goldwater. It
allows a passenger in a wheelchair to be placed in the front of
the bicycle while a staff person provides motive power.

Ron Becker, Director of the hospital’s Department of
Therapeutic Recreation, said, “Clients expressing interest and
assessed for approrpiateness and safety will be taken for rides
along the water’s edge on the Island.”

-Judy Berdy

dent for annual RIOC allocations
to RIRA.

But Smith expressed a concern
that the close coupling of a deci-
sion to accept unrestricted funding
from Shane, and a decision to run
an election, might incur the ire of
the Governor’soffice. “I just think
the risk of damaging our reputa-
tion istoo great,” she said, noting
that the Governor has to be mind-
ful of the implications, for other
State authorities, of anything that
isdone by RIOC.

Smith wasjoined, in expressing
opposition, by Eastwood delegate
Joyce Mincheff (“We do not want
to displease the Governor. The
election and the money are two
separate things.”), MTG commit-
tee member Nurit Marcus (“1 think
that thisis an election for the resi-
dentsby theresidents. Fundraising
is the bulk of it — getting people
excited [by asking], ‘ Give usyour
money, give us your vote..." We
don’'t want to be involved with
RIOC."), and former Common
Councilmember Vicki Feinmel
(“We have most of the money [we
need in the RIRA treasury and
MTG funds]; we can do it our-
selves. Becausethisisthefirst, we
haveto betotally independent. As
soon as you take money from
someone, they have asay. Money
ispower.”). But amajority of the
Common Council membersagreed

Assemblymember Micah Kellner spoke at Wednesday night's RIRA
Common Council meeting. He will start conducting weekly district office
sessions at the RIOC offices (591 Main Street) on Thursday, September
13, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.

with RIRA president Katz, who
said, based on his Tuesday meet-
ing with Shane, “Are there strings
attached? No... It's about creat-
ing separation.”

Steve Marcus, representing
Rivercross and disagreeing with
hiswife, called the decision a“no-
brainer.” Aaron Hamburger, rep-
resenting 455 Main Street, said
“Listening to all this discussion,
I’m even more convinced that we
should accept the [RIOC] money
and, frankly, establish therelation-
ship between RIOC and RIRA. |
think that’savery important move.
If the Governor isupset about this,
that says to me that the Governor
isagainst thewholeideaof aplebi-
scite. We might aswell know that
now, rather than later. | mean, he
cannot be upset about this demo-
cratic move on Roosevelt Island.”

Island House delegate Frank
Farance said, “| must be on another
planet right now, because | can't
see what is contentious. Every
couple of years we fight to scrape
up enough money to do something
good, or halfway, or even not so
good on elections... Asfor an eth-
ics issue, that part | realy don't
get.” Like Steve Marcus, he char-
acterized the decision a “no-
brainer.”

The vote, after over an hour of
discussion, was 11 for, 4 against,
and 2 abstaining.

With or without RIOC cash,
Wednesday night’svote setsRIRA
on a step-wise march to the ballot-
ing on February 5 — a date chosen
because the presidential primary
voting isthat day, and agood turn-
out islikely.

The steps:

* Publicize the process.

* Attract candidates.

* Publicize the process.

» Hold campaign events.

* Publicize some more.

 Hold more campaign events.

» Engage the population. (That
is, publicize.)

» Conduct the February 5 balot-
ing.

* Send theresultsto the Governor.

Along the way, there will be
stepsfor candidates, too — orienta-
tion meetings, in al likelihood, so
that they’ Il understand the process
and be ableto raise questions—and
eventually, for thewinners, athick
form to complete as a preliminary
to the routine background check
done by the State Police on all ap-
pointees to the boards of public
authorities. There will be “candi-
dates’ night” forums, position
statements to be published by The
WIRE, and — not so incidentally —
campaigning.
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PTEMBER 10!

CERAMICS FOR KIDS AND ADULTS
COOKING FOR KIDS
CREATIVE PLAY FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS
CREATIVE PLAY: ALTERNATIVE TO PRE-SCHOOL
MUSIC WITH JAMES
THE BABY GROUP
TODDLER BOOK AND CRAFT CLUB

REGISTRATION AND CLASS DESCRIPTIONS
NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG

Call 212-317-0216 or e-mail Leopolds56@yahoo.com for further information

We will feed and lovingly care for I
your cat while you are away. |
We will make sure your petis safe |
and happy in his or her own home. :
|
I
|

EXLTavaganza

Hair Design R AR
1169 2ND AVE., ,NEW YORK, NY 10065 {1 \
(bet. 61st & 62nd Streets)
212-207-4343 - www.exhairdesign.com

SPECIALS

Shampoo & Blow Dry ....... $30.00 Reg. Price $35.00 & Up
Shampoo, Cut & Blow Dry ..$50.00 Reg. Price $65.00 & Up
Men'sBCut.......oo0nvne $30.00 Reg. Price $35.00

OUR WALK IN SPECIALS

Single Process, Hi-Lights, !

Hair Cut & Blow Dry $150.00 Reg. Price $215.00
Hi-Lights and Hair Cut $120.00 Reg. Price $130.00
Single Process, Cut & Blow Dry ... $80.00 Reg. Price $125.00
Single Process & Blow Dry........ $80.00 Reg, Price 59500

Will also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
212-751-8214.

MAIN * - P
gt P AR 2004
%’ﬁ?m& DANCE?
ALLLF ¥ 57 _
FIITNESS?

THE GRAND FINALE!

Roosevelt Island for Orphans Summer Campaign
Benefit Concett

BALLET « JAZZ + TAP * HIP-HOP
DANCE FITNESS « MOVING RHYTHMS
ACTING & DRAMA + AEROPUMP

PILATES ¢« BALLROOM - QI GONG

Featuring MUSICAL THEATRE * YOGA & MORE!

Kay Story & Damon LaScot ¢ b R T et

Juanita Fleming CLASSES FOR EVERYONE!

- REGISTER
@rphans Saturday, Sept. 15t | | SATURDAY, SEPT. 8TH 11 AM. -3 P.M.
7-9 pm CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 15
Help us finish raising k WORK-STUDY/SCHOLARSHIP
$10,000 for otphans! Manhatgaivzagoagheater OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Thank you for your Roosevelt Island, New Yotk City 212-371-4449

suppor f'_'ﬂﬂ}’ donfmon Free Admission WWW.MSTDA.ORG
amount is appreciated. 548 MAIN STREET, ROOSEVELT ISLAND, NEW YORK 10044

o
whte ¥ oY
Special Thanks to: n.nm,’c.,e ; ’@ ("&Nj/“‘: MST&DA programs are supported in part by public funds from the New York City Depariment of Cultural Affairs
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Six Years On, 9/11 Again Falls on Tuesday

Brendan Chellis first shared this account of 9/11/01
with WIRE readers on the first anniversary of the trag-
edy. He has since updated it with additional memo-
ries.

by Brendan Chellis

Why did the worst day of our lives start out so nice?
Weather-wise, September 11" was beautiful. 1t was one of
those daysthat you picture them having all thetimein Cali-
fornia. There literally was not a cloud in the sky. The
weather man was promising a high of around 80 degrees.

That day happened to be a*“suit day”. One day aweek |
used to wear asuit. Since we are allowed to dress down at
Empire, | needed an excuse to get my nice clothes out of
the closet so they wouldn't
get al dusty. Andthere’'sno
better way to tell if you're
getting fat than by wearing a
suit on aregular basis. They
don’'tlie. So oneday aweek
| would wear a suit. Now
when it was warm, |
wouldn't really wear a full
suit. Everything but the
jacket. | really wish | had
worn a pair of sneakers that
day.
| walked down to the sub-
way at about 8:00. Asusual | walked along the waterfront.
Thisisn't necessary on Roosevelt Island. One can just as
easily walk down Main Street in the middle of the Island.
However the view of the City would be blocked most of the
way down. Or one can bereally lazy and take the bus for
all of two minutes. But | really like to take advantage of
where | live. So when | walked to the subway, | would
walk along theriver. The view of the Manhattan skylineis
awesome. You get the Empire State Building, the
Queensboro Bridge, the UN...and the World Trade Center.
Littledid | know that thiswould be thelast timel would see
it from Roosevelt Island.

| got on the Sixth Avenue shuttle that runs from the Is-
land. | took that to West Fourth Street, where | switched
trains. From West Fourth Street, | had my choice. | could
take the A, C or E trains. The preferred train was the E
because it brought you closest to the mall underneath the
World Trade Center. But if the A or C came first, | would
take one of those. They
dropped you closer to Cham-
bers St. and added about two
minutes of walking.

Almost 90% of the time,
the E-train would come first.
However, that morning noth-
ing came for about five min-
utes. That may not seemlike
much time but on aNew York
subway platform, it can mean
the difference between being
relatively aloneor sharing the
platform with a couple thou-
sand people. Finally, an A
train came. Littledid | know
that train and the otherwise
annoying delay saved my
life. | was one of the last
people to cram into the door.
| was probably viewed asone
of those peoplewho squeezes
on when there’s no room.
But that morning | didn’t
care.

| got off at Chambers Street
and began the long walk to
One World Trade Center. |
walked through the under-
ground mall just like would
do any other day. Between
the mall and the lobby of
Tower One, there was abank
of about 15 glass revolving
doors. They were each sepa-
rated by concrete columns
that were the base of the col-
umns that went all the way
up the side of the building.
The last thing | remember
before the world changed
forever was that | was thinking how empty the mall was. 1
was about 50 feet from the revolving doors when all of a
sudden the lights went out for a second and came back on.
| quickly glanced over at acop in front of Banana Republic
who looked up and reacted the same way | did. It's not
something you see every day but probably nothing to be
alarmed about.

What | saw next happened so quickly | barely had timeto
react. | noticed that the lobby of Tower One almost in-
stantly filled up with a rolling brown cloud from floor to
ceiling. | stopped walking when all of a sudden — BOOM
— the entire lobby exploded. The revolving doors in front

of me just vaporized. Amazingly, nothing hit me. There
was a second of silence as everyone started to comprehend
what happened. And then all the running and screaming
started. | have never run so fast in my life. Working in that
building we had always known that if terrorists ever came
back to the World Trade Center, they were going to finish
what they started. So even though | was running away, |
was convinced | wasn't going to make it out of the mall
alive. Aseverybody started to run, a lady next to me fell
down. | stopped to help her but she got up on her own. So
| continued to run.

| reached a point where | had to make achoice. The mall
formed a“T.” | could make aleft and go up an escalator to
the street. But | knew in the panic people were probably
getting trampled there. | could make aright and go up an-
other set of stairs about 300 yards away. But if there was a
larger explosion coming or we were breathing something
chemical or biological in all the smoke, | could die beforel
made it there. So | ran straight ahead into the N/R subway
station. | never slowed down as | was doing all this think-
ing. At thelast second, | saw aguy running at top speedin
my direction from my left. It wastoo late for either one of
usto stop. We smacked into each other really hard, bounced
off, never said aword and kept running in our separate di-
rections. | couldn’t understand why he was running from
that direction.

| was about to run down the stairsto the uptown platform
(where | knew | could get out to the street) when | ran into
a crowd of people coming up the stairs. They were just
frozen with terror in their eyes. Not once did | ever turn
around to see what they were looking at behind me. But |
knew it wasbad. | yelled to all of them, “The lobby to One
World Trade Center just exploded! Turn around! Get the
hell out of here now!”

Somebody asked me “Was it a bomb?”

| told them “I don’t know. Just get out of here!”

Some people didn’t even hesitate and turned and ran.
Other people just stood there in disbelief. | yelled at them
again “Turn around! Run!”

| got to the bottom of the stairs where there was an under-
passto go to the Uptown platform. Therewere more people
down there asking me “What's going on?’

| told them the situation and told them to turn around and
run. Somehow | appeared like the expert of the situation
because some lady pointed to a flight of stairsto our right
and asked me “Does this go up to the street?’

‘v
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| don’'t know what the hell 1 was thinking because | said
“Yeah, | think s0.” | started running up the stairs and ev-
erybody followed me. | won't tell you the expletive |
screamed when | got to the top of the stairs and realized
that thiswasno exit. At thetop of those stairs| had achoice,
the Downtown subway platform or themall. | think every-
one lost faith in me because they actually started heading
back into the mall. By thistime smoke was starting to pour
into the station. There was no way | was going back into
that mall there, but | knew there was another exit down at
the south end of the platform. So | pulled out my Metro
Card, swiped it at the turnstile and got onto the platform.

Only one person followed me. That was the lady that had
asked me if the stairs went to the street.

We ran down to the exit at the south end of the platform.
The only way out was to go back into the mall but it was
right by stairsto the street. So we ran into the mall, up the
stairs and out onto the street.

| really didn’'t know what to expect when | got outside.
When | did, the sky was black. There were burning pieces
of paper, soot and debris coming down all over. | contin-
ued to run until | got across the street to alittle park at the
southeast corner of the World Trade Center complex. And
then | looked up at the horror. At the top of Tower One
were four or five floors completely engulfed in flames.
Pieces of the building were falling off. There were more
sirensthan | had ever heard in my entirelife.

| was totally out of breath and shaking uncontrollably. 1
had never come so close to getting killed. Just then | felt
my cell phone vibrating like | had a message. | took it out
of my pocket and could barely hold it in my hand. It was
even more difficult to dial because of the shaking. There
was a message from my brother Geoff saying he heard on
the radio that asmall plane had hit the building. It's amaz-
ing that they got the story on the radio that quick. But it
was obviousthat it wasn't too accurate yet because his mes-
sage did not reflect what | was seeing unfold before my
eyes. From his description | was standing there thinking
“Holy [crap]. He doesn’t even realize how seriousthisis.”

So | tried to call him back. No luck. | tried my mother
and then my father and then Geoff. Again no luck. | kept
calling them over and over and over again but could not get
any of the calls to go through. Finally | lucked out. The
phonewasringing at my father’sand then it went into voice-
mail. Since he has the same voice-mail service | have, |
knew it meant that he was on the phone probably trying to
call me. Sol left him amessage. | don’t even remember
what | said but | remember explaining how the lobby ex-
ploded just as | was about to go through the doors, telling
him that | didn’t know when | would be able to talk to him
again and asking him to spread the word that | was alive
and OK.

As| hung up the phone, | heard people screaming around
me. They were pointing up at the building and crying. |
asked a guy next to me what was going on. | could see the
fire raging at somewhere around the 90" floor of Tower
One and pieces of the building continuing to fall. And this
guy pointed up, “Look, those are people.” It was abso-
lutely horrible. Some people
appeared to still bealiveand
conscious as they were
jumping. Others just fell
lifelessly. Oneguy wasina
suit and hisbody wasfalling
parallel to the ground with
histie pointing straight upin
theair. Thesewerejust regu-
lar people like you and me
who went to work one day.
And they died a horrible
death because of it.

| really wanted to get in
touch with my mother to tell
her | was OK. But it was
pretty obvious that the cell
phone network was down. |
remembered that my brother
Gerald worked ablock away,
but | couldn’t remember his
number. | decided | would
go to his building and see if
| could find him. Then |
could call my mother on his
phone.

Asl turned to walk away |
heard asound | will never be
ableto get out of my head. |
could hear the sound of jet
engines. It’'s nothing you
would normally think twice
about asit’sjust another loud
sound you hear in New York.
But not that loud and not in
Lower Manhattan. The en-
gines were screaming like
they were being pushed to
full throttle. 1 turned to look
up at Tower Two and
watched as the second jet
plowed into the building about halfway up. A tremendous
fireball shot out the side of the building as we instantly got
hit with an intense blast of heat down on the street. The
thought going through my head was “So this is what it's
liketodie.” Piecesof the building and the jet were coming
down everywhere. Everyone standing in the crowd that a
moment ago was almost shoul der to shoulder had now turned
screaming and running for their lives. As| turned and ran
towards Broadway | was just waiting for something to hit
me in the back.

As | ran, | saw to my right that people were getting
trampled when al of a sudden the personin front of mefell
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and Painful Memories Are Refreshed

down. Therush of the crowd immediately pushed me down
on top of him. And everyone behind fell down on both of
us. | tried desperately to get up but there were too many
people on top of me. All I could think of was that | was
going to die there either being trampled or crushed by fall-
ing debris. But somehow | got out of the pile and ran across
Broadway. Cars were driving through red lights but we
weren't stopping either. | would rather take my chances
getting hit by a car then getting crushed by a chunk of con-
crete from 80 stories up.

| ran across Broadway and made a left on a small side
street to hide behind a building. | couldn’'t believe | was
gtill alive. When it was clear that nothing else was coming

wastrying to get things back in control. | then realized that
she was an off-duty cop. | was about to cross the street in
front of an entrance ramp to the Brooklyn Bridge when she
yelled over to me and the other pedestrians to stop. | fig-
ured it was probably a good idea and did just that. But the
crowd around me continued. So | wasn’t going to stand
therelike an idiot and watch them. | crossed too. And she
yelled at the crowd “I told you to stop!” Nobody listened.
It was getting crazy. | later heard some guy behind me
mention to his friend that the crowd stopped when she mo-
tioned for her gun.

When | crossed the street again just north of the Brook-
lyn Bridge, | noticed that there was a clear view of both

down, | got out and walked
down the street east. Who
knew whether therewere any
more jets coming? It was
then | decided to get out of
Lower Manhattan. As| was
walking, some guy must
have seen me all out of
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breath and covered with
soot. Heasked mewhat hap-
pened. It was pretty clear
that many people just a few
blocks away had no idea. |
told him about the lobby and
seeing thejet hit Tower Two.
He said “You should call
your family.”

| told him “I’ve been try-
ing. My cell phone isn’'t
working.”

He said “Why don’t you
comeintomy building? You
can use a phone there.”

The peoplein thelobby of
the building were nice

& firehall rips across the gap between Twin Towers asa sscond highjacked
aircraft finds itstarget. Both Towers were gone withinan hour and 2 half

Amid Terrorist Attack on City,

Islanders React in Calm Horror
A Morning of Disbelief Then, Getting Home

by Anusha Shrivastava by Gabrielle Parnes

The sky was clear and thers was 3 nipinthe siras _ Mid-aRemoon on Roosevelt Island on Tuesday,
people on Roosevelt Island walked to the subway o September 11, 2001, things looked almost like busi-
Tram stop s around 900 a m on Tuesday on the way ness as usval A few couples and fanilies strolled
towork, to school or to attend to chores in the City.  alongMain Steeet. A childsode his bike near the foun-
Some stopped to watch a cylindrical strsam of dark  tainnext to Blackwell Hovse. The sky ditectly aver
gray smoke, dense andthick billowing o oftheSouth  head was the o
tower of the Warld Trade C enter as ittowered behind  erisp blue ofthe TR |
the Queensh oro Bridge end of summer

Along the East River, groups ofresidents gathered
to see what looked like huge clouds of smoke rising
up and blowing tovrard Bracklyn. Doctors, nurses,
and patients fram Coler Goldwater Memozial Hospi.
tal stood along Cherry Tree Drive, wondering what
was goingon. At frst, all they knew was that a plane
had crashed into one of the Towers. Fire was visible
halfway up the South Tower of the Twin Tovwers

The sound of wailing sirens filled the ait as rows of
five trucks sndambul hed south 14
town Manhattan on FDR drive. Strangely enough,
the azure skywas silent. The usual drone of sirplanes
and the sputtering sound of helicopters was missing.
The sky Looked biank, as if something was not ight.
rm Moze residents spilled out into the strest along the

Eastsiver, cameras in hand. They took pictures, not

fnowing whal would happen next. News was Lrick

But toward
the southem ead
afthe Island the
50th  Street
Bridge was not
clogged with its
neusl midday
traffic of taxs
and  tracks.
Rather, it was
laden with a
seemingly end
less pracession
of pedestsians
making their
way out ofMan-
Baitan, their

Many residents returmied hoi
Tuesday afternoon

enough to let me use the
phone at the reception desk.
| called my mother. | told her
my story quickly and said |
was getting the hell out of
Lower Manhattan. When |
hung up, | noticed that ev-
eryone in the lobby was lis-
tening to me. | thanked the
security guards and went on
my way.

By thetime | got to Water
Street on the East Side, the
streets were packed. It
seemed as if every building
had emptied out and nobody
knew what to do or whereto
go. As | walked along, |
overheard agroup of strang-
erstalking to each other try-
ing to figure out what was
going on. | heard one of
them say “I heard aplane hit
one of the towers.”

| corrected him and said
“A plane hit both towers.”

One woman asked “One
plane flew into both tow-
ers?’

by Anusha Shrivastava

having saved him”

others who had been through a day of turmoil.

stood by andlater escorted the man out of the Chapel

the end of the war, Today, | saw it start again”

adewish praver. Other prayers vere alsooffered.

In a Chapel Gathering,
Residents Share Grief

“My son is still working out there, so pray hard,” Estelle Doyle asked
2 gathering of Ronsevelt I slanders st Good Shepherd Chapel last night.
Christopher, a paramedic, was degloyedto downtown Manhatten as soon
as the altack onthe World Trade Center happened. “He stepped out of
his vehicle and, a few minutes later, it was destroyed. I thank God for

Doyle spoke during an hour-long non- denominational prayer meeting
heldlast nightinthe Chapel ofthe Goad Shepherd to help residents deal
withtheir grief uves Tuesday’s events, Over 70 attended o connect with

Spealing first, Sister Regina Palamara said that inlen years of praying
at the Chapel, she had never seennor heard anything ike what she had
witnessed a few simutes satlier, just before the prayer meeting began
She said @ menhad walked vp the sisle, knelt dovn, raised his azms and
yelled at God for over fifteen minutes. *1 witnessed someone really ex-
periencs the prayer of lob,” she rec alled on Wednesday, *

has nothing 1ei” Concerned, she called Public Safety officers, who

the man who

Hewas Anthony Deligia, not anlsland resident, He had witnessed the
carnage atthe Word Trade Center earlierin the day, then hadwalked to
the Island with a colleague who lives here “I worked on a U3, military
submarine from 1530 to 19927 said Deligia. “T slept on missiles and
realized that fflesn minutes was all it tock to blow everything away. |
1eft the service when the Cold War ended, and [thought tht zeally was

Since his release from the military, the 43-year old Deligia has worked
as a Unix programmer at a Japanese bank [ocated on the 50th floor of
one of thenow-demolished World Trade Center Towers. He said he saw
women with their skin peeling off as he descended 49 floors toths strest
“Once 1 got outside, 1 saw people jump out of the building, They
looked like toys falling inte 4 ball of smoke. It was unreal like & game,”
said Deligia. 1 am angry with God, who let all this happen”
See Chapel, page

Residents held hands at Tuesday evening's service as Judith Berdy ledth

shadowy out-
lines marching toward Qu esns. Dawstown New Vork
was eoveredn a cloud of smoke — a sickly mixuze of
yellow, gray, and brown, like a gigantic black and blue
mark. The sky above LaCuardia airport in Queens,
normally a bailet of sirplanes taking off and landing,
was ominously bamren.

On Main Steeet, the Chap el was open aad candles

weze lit. Islanders sat inside,
praying. Residents walked
slowly but purposefully, not
dawdiing to catchthslast ofthe
summer sun o engage in lively
chatswith theirneighbors. They
kept theirheads benttoward the
ground, whenthey allowed their
eyes to meet, people shared a
solemn nod of the head.

There was nothing else for residents to da or say.
Everyone was straggling Lo make sense of the day that
America, in less than an hous, suffered the worst ter-
1orist attackin histary, withthe destruction ofthe Twin
Towessthat have stood wigil over our City for the past
25 years, [elanders have notbeen immuneto the dev-
astation, and each ane of us has been touched in his
own we

Eager to retum homs, residents tradged over the

See Getting Home, page 3

ling out as mote residents came oul sfer watching
televisionnews.

Onths street, people switched on theit car radiosto
hear what was going on. Several offered their cell
ghones 1o residents whe wented to call Family and
friends in the downtown srea but it was wirtually im-
possiblelo getthrough

There was a colleclive gasp as the first T ower col-
lapsed. The
smoke looked

The September 22 issue of The WIRE will
carry Islanders’ stories of September 11, if
necessary including a list of Island
casualties. Please contact The WIRE with
your story: EditorgMainStreetWIRE.com
or call (212) 826 9055.

ominous. The
gray columns
mixed with
puffs of thick,
white smoke
thatthe buiding
seemed to
coughup. Shocked onlookers wilnessed the collapse
of the second tower. “Oh my God,” said Mullika
Shiivastars, who had brought her grandson out in a
steoller, “Thizis unbelievable.” Allthose aroundher
shook their heads in disbelief. Some cried sofily.
Al of it was happening very quickly —too fast to be
absorhed and understood just then
Hardes of peopls went to the supsrmarket to stock
up on food and water. “It was like war had been de-
clared,” said Meg van Dijk, & I anhattan Park resi-
See Disbelief, page 3

Coffee at Starbuchs, Then Ground Zero

by Anusha Shrivastava

Rahul Shulda picked up a coffes
at Starbucks as he entered Three
World Finanecial Center ot 2:45 am
cn Tuesday. He was to meet a
friend who works at the American
Express office in the building right
across from the World Trade Cen-
ter, “As Lentered the lobby, T saw
peaple munning out, screaming that
there had been aplane crash. I ran
out and saw office-goers mn into
the Towers. Hoone knew what was
going on.”

thete was too much confusion. “1
turned and looked at the Tower and
sawa big hole inil. [ saw two bod-
ies fall out. One was definitely a
man. 1 sould tell he was wearing &
suit. [t was impossible to tell
whether he umped out or was
theawn out because of the explo-
sion. A woman who saw the hod-
ies started screaming.”

Debris flew in all directions
Glass was shattering, Alumi
bits were fying, Smoke was fill
ing the streets. Shubla ran inta &
notel lobly. Lines of people were
waiting Lo call famdly and frisnds
“VWhat fresked me out was ths
peaple calling their friends who
weze in the Tawees, on lower
floors, Those people did not know
that their building had been hit,”
said Shukla, his voice sounding

Thers we e masses of people e
srywhere. Longlines were forming
and people were trying to make
theirway around Shulda walked up
to 42nd Bireet, where he saw a cab
discharging passengers. He
jumped in. “The deiver could
hardly move because ofthe peogle
He drove onthe pavement for a few
blocks. It was tenifying.”

Two blocks Farther up, they
found: otio 4 1y,
tryingto stop the cab. The man got
in and began crying, “1 vorked in
the Woild Trade Center all night
on Monday. I was laying cabies,”
he told Shukla, who does notknow
the man’s name. “The man got out
after telling me that the cab deiver
was an angel” said Shulda.

The cab dropped Shulda off at
the Queenshora Bridge “There
was & mass procession on the
bridge. It was 4 relief sesing all
these people walking home.”

Skl s 3w fire and smoke. He
heard people screaming. He
thought about his sister, Ruchira,
who works in en office closeto the
{l Towers and tives in Manhattan
! Park He tried calling her but he
could not get thiough, “I began
sunning towasds her office, think
ing | might bump into her, some. Vety shaken *] didmanage to con
t where” said Shulda. He aban- tact my sister, who said she was
doned the sffort when he realized  fine”

| said “No. Two planes. One into each tower.”

She asked “How do you know this?’

| told her “1 wasthere. | wasjust about to walk into Tower
One when the lobby exploded. | was standing across the
street from Tower Two when another jet hit that one. It's
really bad.”

| really didn’t want to stick around and chat. | was deter-
mined to get away from any tall buildings. It was at that
point that | realized | was extremely thirsty. | mean the
most thirsty | had ever beenin my life. | decided to make a
pit stop over at South St. Seaport to get some water. There
weren't any tall buildingsthat closetoit so | figured | was
relatively safe. As| walked in | noticed the bars were al-
ready open. People were there getting drunk. The tempta-
tion was overwhelming. | stayed in control and got abottle
of water. Then | started to walk uptown again.

As| waswalking through the streets above the Seaport, |
noticed that anybody with a car parked had the doors open
with 1010 WINS playing loud enough for everyoneto hear.
Therewere crowds around each car. | couldn’t believe what
| heard. They were commercial jets that flew into the tow-
ers. When | saw the plane hit Tower Two, | really thought it
was something like a Lear jet. Looking back later | real-
ized that those towers were so big, it made any jet look
small in comparison. Plus| had never seen ajumbo jet fly
that fast. But to think that there were actually innocent pas-
sengers on those planes was just too horrible to compre-
hend.

| got back over to Water St. and continued walking north.
When | got to the Brooklyn Bridge, there was a woman
standing out in the street directing traffic. People were still
driving through red lights everywhere but at least this lady

towers. | decided to stop and watch with the crowd that had
gathered there. Not only were we watching history, but |
wanted to watch the Fire Department put thefiresout. Those
were my buildings and | would have stood there all day at
that point to watch them put them out.

Tower Onewas still engulfed. It looked like 4 or 5 floors
were burning at atime and the fire just continued to move
up the building. Tower Two only looked like there were
maybe one or two floors burning. And it really looked like
they were making progressin putting it out. From the north-
east corner of that tower, it looked like there was fire liter-
aly “pouring” out of the building. Almost asif somebody
waswelding. My friend Patrick dayslater explained to me
that it was probably molten steel from the support beams.

| started talking to this guy next to me. | was the only
person in that crowd who was anywhere near the World
Trade Center when everything happened. | started to tell
him my story. | never got achanceto finish. | wastalking
to him when all of a sudden his jaw dropped. | turned to
look as Tower Two started to lean toward the east. And
then the whole thing went straight down. We were about
five blocks away but the noise was deafening. When the
building hit the ground, it was the loudest, most horrible
sound | had ever heard in my life. We were standing there
literally watching thousands of people die in front of our
eyes.

The crowd screamed. A woman next to me fell to the
ground and curled up in aball crying. Her friendstried to
pick her up but shewouldn’t move. Thiswasahorror worse
than anybody could have imagined. | really thought | was
watching the beginning of the end of theworld. TheWorld
Trade Center had stood at that spot since | was alittle kid.

And, likeeveryoneelse, | was convinced thosetowerswould
stand there long after | was gone. | was wrong. | turned
away and started crying. But all of a sudden shock kicked
in and shut off all emotion. It was like a switch went off
and a voice said “You have to survive and this isn't help-
ing.”

Then | saw the dust cloud about 30 storiestall squeezing
down every street in Lower Manhattan. | wasthinking that
anybody in the path of that thing was probably going to
suffocate. And then | saw it come around the corner at the
base of the Brooklyn Bridge and start heading towards us.
It was time to run again.

| went running towards the East River but when | saw
that giant cloud of ash and debriscoming towardsus, | knew
therewas no way to outrunit. Sol stopped. We were prob-
ably spared the brunt of it because of the wind direction.
But you still couldn’t see more than a couple of feet. And
God knows what the hell we were breathing. As the cloud
enveloped us, there was a horrible silence. All that dust
seemed to muffle every sound except for the closest people
nearby. Sometimesit seemed like the only sound you could
hear was people crying.

At this point | wasreally in shock. | had seen more hor-
rible [crap] in an hour than the vast majority of peoplein
the world would ever see in their lifetimes. The world as
weknew it wasover. And | just couldn’t feel anything any-
more.

| walked uptown along the serviceroad of the FDR. There
were just people everywhere. | didn't even look up as |
walked. | wasjust in adaze and | couldn’t even think. |
wasall aloneand for all | knew, | might not even makeit to
the end of the day. For al | knew, all my co-workers were
dead. | had no way of getting in touch with anyone. | just
wanted to crawl into a cave and die. But dying wasn’t an
option so | kept going.

| continued to walk and walk and walk without paying
much attention to where | was. All of a sudden | heard
somebody say “Hey, when are those servers coming back
up?’ And | looked up and saw my friend John smiling with
about 10 of my co-workers waiting for a pay phone. | a-
most knocked these guys over when | ran into them. It was
truly the happiest moment of my life. Words can’t describe
what it was like to see agroup of familiar faces after going
through all that horror. | was no longer alone. | wasin a
group of friends and we were going to get through this to-
gether.

We continued to walk along the FDR Drive. We could
have walked into the streets in the center of Manhattan but
there were just moretargetsthere. Sowe figured we should
stay on the outskirts along the FDR Drive as long as pos-
sible. Wefinally got to somewherein the 20's and decided
towalk in. It seemed likethe entire City was either in acar
or on foot. | don’t know why anybody bothered to drive.
Besides the emergency lanes that were set up, nothing was
moving. The sidewalks were packed but at least people
could move there.

Once we got to Midtown, we all started to separate. |
stayed with John and another co-worker, Kathy. They each
had to get to Grand Central which was on my way so | fig-
ured | would walk them there. | told them that if the trains
weren't running, they could come up and stay at my apart-
ment. It was at that point that Kathy remembered her sister
lived on 36" Street. We decided to head over there to at
least take arest and figure out what we were going to do.

We had no idea what to expect at this point. How much
were our lives about to change? Was there going to be a
run on the banks? Empty supermarket shelves? Martial
law, etc.? Assilly as it sounds now, these really seemed
like real possibilities.

Wewerein luck as Kathy’s sister and her boyfriend were
home. We got to rest our feet and watch TV. We found out
that Tower One had collapsed shortly after Tower Two. (I
remembered that we had heard rumbling earlier onthe FDR
Drive and had no idea what it was.) And at that time it
really hit home hard what had happened. We were watch-
ing Channel 2 and al along at the bottom of the screen it
said “World Trade Center Attacked and Destroyed”. |
couldn’t believethewords| wasreading. | mean weweren't
amilitary target. We weren't in an aircraft carrier or any-
thing like that. We were in an office building filled with
innocent people. Why did we deserve this?

After sitting at Kathy’s sister’s for awhile, | decided to
presson. | wanted to make it home no matter what it took.
| knew that the subway wasn't running and the Roosevelt
Island Tram probably wasn’t running either. So | knew that
| was probably going to have to walk the whole way home.
But | didn't care. | had to get there. Kathy’'s sister and her
boyfriend offered to let me sleep on their couchif | couldn’t
make it home. That was really nice because | had never
met these people beforein my life. | thanked them and told
them | might take them up on the offer.

When | got to the Tram, of course it was closed. But |
looked across Second Avenue and saw that they had opened
the lower level of the Queenshoro Bridgeto pedestrian traf-
fic. To get to Roosevelt Island, | was going to haveto go to
Queens. So | joined the crowd on the bridge. At this point,
| really started to feel the blisters on my feet. They were
hurting so bad, | was limping. | didn’t care. My goal was

See Chellis, next page
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even though it was.

“The way people describe something like this —that it's
asthoughit'sonaTV screen? That'sjust what it'slike—as
though you' re watching someone else’s memories.” Over
the years, Chellis has augmented a memoir first published
in The WIRE a year after 9/11/01. It is reprinted, in the
expanded form, in thisissue.

When she remembers 4/19, Betty Robins remembers her
wisp of happenstance. She was on her way to a meeting.
“The only thing that saved my life wasthat | didn’t make it
from the 7" floor to the 9" floor. | turned around to pick up
one of the things | needed, and that’s the only thing that
saved my life.”

On Tuesday evening, 9/11/07, Robins will be with
Brendan Chellis on Roosevelt Island, with other survivors
of 4/19, Joanne Hutchison and Dot Hill. “I was at my desk
doing a couple of letters and that's when the bomb exploded,
and darkness surrounded everything. Dot Hill camein to get
me. She came back in, saw me, and helped meto get out.”

Hutchison explains her involvement with a survivors
group that responded to New York’stragedy: “Those of us
who went through the Oklahoma City bombing were given
so much. The entire world and the entire country sent out
their heartsto us. 1t meant so much to me personally —the
kindness that helped us. When 9/11 happened, we sensed
that we would be needed — that what we had gone through
would help.

“| feel | have akinship with the peoplein New York City,”
she continues. “You looked into their eyes and they imme-
diately understood that | understood, and that those in our
group understood. One of the best things that helped me
was that when they talked about how they were feeling, we
were abletotell themthat it'snormal. That'sabigthingfor
me, to be able to say, ‘ You know what? Thisis what you
should be going through right now.” A lot of people think
they’ re crazy becausethey haven't gotten over it. The people
around them who weren’t there don't understand. They
don’'t have people in their personal lives that they can talk

Chellis from previous page

to make it home. As we walked across the bridge, every
few minutes you could hear afighter jet overhead. The sky
was completely empty except for them. When | looked to
my right toward Lower Manhattan, giant white plumes of
smokewere blowing over Brooklyn. The World Trade Cen-
ter wasgoneand initsplace wasagiant fire and death at an
unimaginable scale.

And as | saw the mass of refugees crossing the bridge
and the destruction in the background, | just couldn’t be-
lieve what | was looking at. This was something we had
seen in newspapers and on TV our entire lives going onin
other countries around the world. People escaping from
war, misery. And today September 11, 2001, the invisible
shield which protected us from all the evil things that went
on in other places around the globe was gone. War had
come to New York City. And nobody even saw it coming.

After along, arduous journey of seven hours, | made it
home. My feet were bleeding asthe blistersthat werethere
were rubbed off. | never thought my apartment would |ook
this good. As| began to return all the phone calls | got, |
realized what alucky person | was. Twice today, | thought
| wasdead. But | madeit. And all of my closest friends at
Empire Blue Cross had lived. And nothing else mattered
more than that.

| cameto find out in later days that we lost 11 people at
Empire and my cousin Chris who worked at Cantor-
Fitzgerald. And to this day, | cannot figure out how the
deaths of these innocent people made sense to some mis-
creant on the other side of the earth who never met them
before. They werejust numbers. It'sall incomprehensible
how evil people can bein the name of their God. But once
again the United States is faced with an attack by fanatics.
And just like in earlier wars, we are going to do what we
have to do to defend ourselves. But with the rose-colored
glassesweworeinthe 90's, who ever thought that we would
be involved in something like this again?

Kindred Spirits Brendan Chellis (third from left) with fellow 9/11 survivors and friends from Oklahoma City. Left to right,
Tania Head (WTC Tower 2); Kim Ritchie (Murrah Building), who was off work on 4/19/95; Chellis; Dot Hill (Murrah); Elia
Zedeno (WTC Tower 1); Betty Robins (Murrah). Murrah bombing survivors Robins, Hill, and Joanne Hutchison (inset) will

be on the Island for Tuesday evening’s memorial ceremony.

to, but they have us.”

Dot Hill: “When 9/11 happened, we said, ‘WEe' ve got to
get there. It is essential that we get there because no one
elseisgoing to understand but us. We are as close to under-
standing as anyone on this earth.”

Hill saysit'simportant for the 4/19 survivorsto do what
she and Hutchison and Robins are doing. “It helps when
you can help someone el sethrough their difficulties. It helps
you with your own. At some point, you begin to listen to
yourself: ‘You can get through this. You're stronger than
you think you are.” It truly has healed my heart to help
these peoplein New York City. | love every one of them as
though they are my brother or sister.”

For the last severa years, Brendan Chellis has gone to
Oklahoma City to join in observances of 4/19. “| was re-
ally amazed when | met these people,” he says. “You knew
the Oklahoma City people immediately. When you heard,
‘How you all doin’? you knew they were definitely not
from Brooklyn. On the first night, when they started talk-
ing... talking about what they went through, how they dealt
with everything, it seemed like us six yearsinto the future.
Just the way they reacted to what they saw, the way they
cametogether, the way they helped each other out, and sup-
ported each other — it seemed to be everything we went
through and, to this day, too, it seems like the whole dy-
namic of how everyone's been dealing with each other. It
seems like we're following their same path.”

In Oklahoma City, there's a yearly marathon to memori-
alize 4/19/95. “1 went there for their marathon in 2005. |
ran the half-marathon. It'snot just to remember the people
who were killed. It's to honor anyone whose life was af -
fected by it. Everybody in Oklahoma City comes out for
thisthing. At the beginning of the race, they have 168 sec-
onds of silence for the 168 people who were killed. You
could hear a pin drop for amost three minutes, so it really
hits you at the beginning of the race, what it’s for.

“1 felt like | was kind of representing New York, and |
know they appreciated that | did it.”

With his friends from Oklahoma City, Chellis will be at
the ceremony near New York’s Ground Zero on Tuesday
morning. “It's rough for me, but I've got to do it.” He'll
give them aspecial tour of New York — of places not on the
usual tours, he says — and then they’ll be on Roosevelt |s-
land at dusk for the ceremony at the Island’s 9/11 memorial
just west of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

In 2004, says Joanne Hutchison, “we came to New York
City. There were alot of people who just needed to talk.
We had aforum. Wetold about our relationship to 4/19 and
they just started asking question after question after quetion.
Some cried. Onewoman came up afterward and hugged us

Toastmasters Group Chooses Officers

Duomnova, Chernik, Taylor, Rogic, Deas, Cohen (left inset),
Como, and Salaveya (right inset).

Roosevelt Island Toastmasters has a new corps of offic-
ers. Anna Duomnova will serve a one-year term as Presi-
dent, with Vice Presidents of Education Kim Taylor and
Doris Chernik, Membership VP Rena Salayeva, Public Re-
lations VP Branko Rogic, Secretary Woody Deas, Treasurer
Elena Como, and Sergeant-at-Arms Malcolm Cohen.

The officers, members, and guests celebrated June 11 at
Stamatis Restaurant in Astoria with spontaneous
speechmaking.

Toastmasters was one of the first groups formed when
Roosevelt Island opened for residential useinthe’70’s. The
group has met regularly since then, providing members —
both on- and off-1sland —the opportunity to honetheir lead-
ership skills and speaking abilities in a supportive setting.

Guests are invited to attend RITM’s first meeting of the
fall season on Monday, September 10, at 7:30 p.m. in Gal-
lery RIVAA. Meetings, scheduled for the second and fourth
Mondays through June, are listed in ComingUp (page 3).
For more information, call 212-751-9577.

—
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Islander Brendan Chellis,
as he crossed the half-
marathon finish line in
Oklahoma City in 2005

and cried and said she was grateful that we came.

“It has been an amazing opportunity. When we went
through 4/19 | had no concept that | would ever have imag-
ined something like that happening to us. | knew it was
going to happen again, but never anticipated the size of 9/11.

“So much beauty and love and compassion has comefrom
it. | know that’s not what the terrorists intended, but that’s
what’s happened. There'sgoing to belovethat comesfrom
that.”

Shane from page 2

sion, coffee, and doughnuts, do not seem enough induce-
ment. Wonderful exercise. Social time. Comeon out! Fri-
days 10 am.-12 noon. If there is enough interest, we will
add to the schedule.

11. Fall ArtsFestival: Infull planning mode. Significant
on-Island involvement. Publicity for the Encampment, a
tented exhibition, has hit the City’s newspapers and broad-
cast media. Weekend of October 5-7.

12. 9/11 Remembrance: Thetraditional candlelight vigil
will be held.

13. New York Public Library: Upon investigation, there
seems no impediment to the necessary bulk, floor arearatio
(FAR), and use permissionsrequired to accomplish the new
library facility in Southtown building #7. RIOC will move
forward with Councilwoman Lappin to work out the proce-
dural requirements to fund the project and the legal steps
with Riverwalk to memorialize the Agreement.

14. Southpoint Park: The Trust for Public Land contin-
uesthefinal drawings stage of their contract, and isinvolv-
ing the City and State Departments of Parks asto land dis-
position and future maintenance requirements. Preliminary
clearance of some overgrown areas has begun. The FDR
Memorial committee continues fundraising efforts and has
participated with TPL in planning joint infrastructure re-
quirements. Note that during the United Nations sessions
held in September, the area behind the fence will be closed
off by NYPD for security reasons.



* EMERGENCY”

CLOTHING
DRIVE

Trellis Asks:
Please donate clothing

to help the victims of the
earthquake in Peru.

Summer/Winter clothing, bedding
(blankets, sheets), coats, socks,
sweaters, shoes, hats

Bring your donation to Trellis
anytime 6AM-11PM.

Questions?
Call 212-752-1517 and
ask for Kaie 6AM-2PM.
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As one parent summarizes It,

“The Cathedral School is the

best kept secret in Manhattan”

Grades Nursery — Eighth
Full and Half days available for Nursery and Pre-K

* A warm, intimate and academically
challenging environment
* Greart student-teacher ratio of 10/1
* International student body

* Placement in the cit}fs best high schools

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, September 20, 6:15 p.m.
Please RSVP. 212.249.2840

For more information, please contact the
school office at 212.249.2840 or e-mail
aefter@cathedralschoolny.org
319 East 74th Street, New York, NY 10021 9

Tired of waiting 1/2 Fast Courteous Service
Ro /' hourto 1 hour for  Free Pick-up & Delivery
Great Prices

Weekdays 9am to 7pm
Saturdays 10am to 6pm

METROCARE PHARMACY

21 - 12 36th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11106
(just a few blocks from the Roosevelt Island bridge)
(718) 606 - 0068 (718) 606 - 0069 fax

We Accept MEDICAID, Have questions about which

all MEDICARE plans, medications your Medicare plan
and most other insurance covers?? We can help.

plans. Have your prescriptions faxed
Major credit cards or called in. And we’ll deliver it
accepted. that very same day.

Take 10% off select merchandise and
services.

S& SCALABRO
¢ PIZZERIA

e oo Family Special ¢ ¢
Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
2-liter Pepsi —$15
Cheese Pie: Large $12, Medium $10
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971

Buy 2 pies, —FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM—
Gt 2iter 718-278-5262
eps 30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Morning and full-day programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years
Subsidized full-day Pre-K
Extended day to 6:00 p.m.

Accredited by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children

Financial aid available

For more information, call 212-593-0750

X ROOSEVELT VSEAND DAY Nugsy,,

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to
yvour liking. Catering for all occasions.

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
R Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight A

&l FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) -
& 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F1]

—
~

—
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nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-
de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-
tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel
Sha-bos Ko-desh.

Blessings for Rosh Hashanah:
1. Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-
hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher
Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov
Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel
Yom Ha-zi-karon.

2. Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-
hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom She-he-
che-ya-nu Vi-kee-yi-ma-nu Vi-
hi-gee-an-u Liz-man Ha-zeh.

THE
SHOFXAR
FACTORY

youlearn the entire process from the cleaning, final
polishing and the sounding.

888 Main St. #215
Suggested donation $5

RSVP appreciated 212-652-5660
zduchman@nvbb.net

¢ Eve of 1st day Rosh Hashanah,
Wednesday, Sept. 12 at 6:53pm
¢ Eve of 2nd day Rosh Hashanah,
Thursday, Sept. 13 after 7:51pm
e Friday, Sept. 14 at 6:50 pm
o Friday, Sept. 21 at 6:38pm

Wishing everyone a Shana
Jevab— Happy and
Healthy Sweet New Year!

PRE-ROSH HASHANAH C

Turn Over A New Leaf, A New Year,

Tues. Sept. 11, 8:00-9:00pm

Craft abeautiful Shofar from a genuine ram’s horn, as

Sunday, Sept. 9 10:30am-12:00pm

ASS

A New Beginning.

888 Main St.
Apt #215

Suggested
donation $5

Light
Refreshments

Katz from page 2

disaster, and we will again convene at dusk,
candles in hand, to remember fallen neigh-
bors and friends from the Special Ops
firehouse. Thistime, we will be joined by
guests from Oklahoma City who survived
the bombing at the Murrah Federal Build-
ing on April 19, 1995. Islanders will offer
songs and readings appropriate to the occa-
sion. Youwill find anewsstory on our plans
elsewhereinthese pages. | do hopeyou will
join usinthisshort evening of remembrance.

Two weekends ago | repeated an event
started the summer of my first term asRIRA
president in 2001. | convened a meeting of
RIRA officers and committee chairs on the
Rivercrosslawnto sharealittle picnic cheer,
to post mortem our first nine months in of-
fice and to plan for the future. | noted that,
effectively, our terms are half over; a year
from now we' Il be planning for the Novem-
ber 2008 RIRA electionsand recruiting new
members. Given how fast thetimeflies, we
need to establish our goals and sketch out
our plans now if we are to act effectively
and produce programs of value in the time
remaining.

Paramount in our planning isto offer Gov-
ernor Spitzer our best and brightest to ap-
point to the RIOC Board of Directors. Un-
der the leadership of David Bauer and the
Maple Tree Group, along with Margie
Smith’s Government Relations Committee,
we' ve been working all summer to design a
course of action that will incorporate resi-
dents' choices in the nomination process
through a plebiscite (the euphemism du
jour). The quality of our efforts will deter-
mine the level of democratic participation
through the Board that this community may
expect in future years. Also, we hope to
build on the rel ationships we' ve established
with the Shane administration to forge bet-
ter communication and understanding be-
tween these two organizations.

Did you know that the four-page contact
sheetsyou’ ve encountered in The WIRE over
theyears, whichincludevirtually every busi-
ness, every community organization, every
housing company and government office,
every educational and religious institution
and, most importantly, every emergency

telephone number, were largely RIRA Sec-
retary Sherie Helstien’screation, begun asa
Common Council project? Y’know, by vir-
tue of living in this community, you are a
RIRA member, and if you’ ve been looking
for away to get involved, call Sherie (212-
935-7534) to find out how you can help with
thistask. The expanded contact sheet, now
a WIRE project, can always use a hand.
Sheriewill be updating the politicians' con-
tact information, atask essentid for the Gov-
ernment Relations Committee to function.

We' vejust completed an audit of our Trea
sury (thanks to Geof Kerr, our RIRA Audi-
tor), and Communications Chair Frank
Farance has a RIRA blog up and running:
http://blog.rira-council.org. Housing Committee
Chair Joyce Mincheff is considering another
Insurance Fair to educate renters on the ne-
cessity for apartment insurance. George
Reither, who heads up the Planning Com-
mittee, will monitor development — er —de-
velopments and, especially, how our popu-
lation growth is impacting our transporta-
tion requirements.

WEe're counting on Betty Walker's Island
Services Committeeto work with newly ap-
pointed RIOC VP of Engineering Tom
Turick to keep our street lightsburning. And
itisstill my hopethat Ron Schuppert’s Pub-
lic Safety Committee can persuade the com-
mander of the 114th Precinct in Queens to
follow his predecessors in addressing the
RIRA Common Council. Many of us are
working with the Social, Cultural, and Edu-
cational Services Committee Chair, Amit
Gupta, on plans for fund raisers, wine
tastings, Shakespeare productions, Fall for
Arts, dances, and, of course, the 9/11 obser-
vance. Thisis, for the most part, the fun
committee where we get to unleash our
imaginations. And, of course, Vice Presi-
dent Mark Chipman and | will participate,
encourage, persuade, cajole, and generally
annoy everybody.

Please remember that you are RIRA just
as much as your Council Members are
RIRA. You are alowed — encouraged is
more like it — to participate in any and all
committee activities. Come out and take
part; you'll be glad you did!

SPORTSWIRE
Soccer Season Starts Today

The Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s largest sports program begins today (Saturday,
September 8) with a mandatory evaluation day for Minors, Juniors, and Seniors. The
times and locations are:

Minor s (ages 7-8), 10:00 am. on the Pony Field (baseball field next to Octagon Tennis
Courts)

Juniors (9-10), 9:30 am. at Octagon Soccer Field

Seniors (11-13), 11:30 am. at Octagon Soccer Field

KinderKickers (5-6) will begin at 9:30 am. on Saturday, September 15, at Capobianco
Field, across from PS/IS 217.

Participants who can’t make it to evaluation day should contact the Youth Center.

The Youth Center would like to encourage anyone willing to be a coach or assistant
coach to attend evaluation day or notify the Youth Center (info@riyouth.com or phone
212-935-3645). Coaching, say those who've done it, is very rewarding, totally appreci-
ated, and incredibly fun.

Other sports programsinclude basketball in the winter and baseball in the spring —infor-
mation to come.

The Beacon Program at PS/IS 217 has a new Director, Debbie Matthews. She put to-
gether one of the best summer camp programs the Beacon has seen in years. Activities
included trips to water parks and museums, as well as afull curriculum of in-camp activi-
tiesincluding education time. She also made the training of current staff a priority, so that
they are even more capable of handling the Beacon kids and the situations that may arise.
More information to come soon in The WIRE and on the Youth Program website at ri-
youth.com for a calendar of upcoming events.

The Youth Center at 506 Main Street is also open to all Island youth and their friends.
Recent improvements to the facility include enhancements to all of the activity rooms,
including the weight room, computer room, lounge area, and more. Our Youth Center is
truly a place to come to relax, enjoy. and spend time with friends in a monitored, safe
environment.

Programs beginning this fall include music, computers, cooking, academic classes, and
more. The Youth Center is also involved in The Encampment project, taking place on the
south end of the Island October 5-7. To be a part of any of this, or with suggestions for
programs, contact the Youth Center.

All programs and schedules will soon be online at the Youth Center website, ri-youth.org.

Classifieds

50¢ a word » 212-751-8214

Deadline for September 22 issue: Tuesday, September 18
Deadline for October 6 issue: Tuesday, October 2

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island, if you are moving
or relocating. Please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683, cell
917-225-0655. Thank you.

R.l. MUSIC TEACHER, pianist, with Master’s and Bachelor’'s degrees (Juilliard,
MSM) will teach your child with love and respect. 212-758-5906.

SUBLET WANTED - Island resident looking for a lease assignment or a sublet.
Call 646-775-7025.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

ROOM WANTED for October — Prefer to live with another female.
considerate, professional. Max $650. 201-675-1131.

TUTORING — English professor available. Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis. 646-319-3873.

VOICE TEACHER - Paul M. Elkin — Broadway veteran, member of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing & Guest Lecturer for the New England Theatre
Conference on Auditioning for Musical Theatre. New to Roosevelt Island.
212-588-1245.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group. Call 212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days. 212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Good old
pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is Rl
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER — Will lovingly care for your pet. Overnight available. 917-912-0704.

MOVING? Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you'd rather not move. Reach
every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

Clean,



Professional Skin Care
on Roosevelt Island

Marina Manukyan
NYS licensed aesthetician

SOTHYS

Facial & Body Treatment:
Anti-Aging Therapy
Adult & Adolescent Acne
Peeling Treatment
Hyperpigmentation Treatment

455 Main Street
(212) 371-2971
By Appointment Only

PARIS

. . Free Consultation
www.islandskincare.com

|OLY|\/|.

$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Ask fo our special Rl resident’s _discount card

1 2718-626-8000

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 8, 2007 « 15

MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Daily Pick-Up & Delivery

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning s  Free Pick-up and Delivery
Shirts Laundered Concierge or To Your Door
Expert European Tailoring Storage Available
Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned Complimentary Laundry Bag
Storage Available Convenient Monthly Billing
Draperies & All Household ltems Corporate Accounts Welcome

29-09 Broadway ¢ Astoria « NY ¢ 11106
TEL / FAX: 718-726-2336

Roosevelt Island
Got Dentist

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Guardian

MetLife In-network participant
Delta Dental In-network participant
DHA/First Fortis In-network participant
Treating many U.N. mission
and consulate members

Check Us Out On The Web

RooseveltlslandDentist.com
Lawrence ltskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
212-752-8722
CONVENIENT EVENING HOURS

(OOTCARE

Dr. Neil Zwiebel
Podiatrist and Foot Surgeon

PARK EAST PODIATRY

We Treat:

Foot, Heel and Ankle Pain
Nail & Skin Conditions of the
Foot

Ankle Sprains

Bunions 105 EAST 63RD STREET
Hammertoes Suite 1D

Ingrown Toenails uite

Diabetic Wounds Between Lexington and Park Avenue

Diabetic Footcare & Shoes
Custom Foot Orthotics
Emergencies and Injuries

212-207-4360

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
MEDICARE ACCEPTED
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
UPON REQUEST & NEED

Visit our website at
www. parkeastpodiatry.com

DR. JAMES FLANNIGAN
Chiropractor for Children and Adults

507 Main Street
Roosevelt Isand, NY 10044

212-688-4980
Fax 212-688-5659

By Appointment
Monday through Saturday

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA GHI HIP

212-
832-2310

House Calls

Multiplan For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street ¢« Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505

Don’t wait for the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp physical today.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday ¢ 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.




16 « The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Sept. 8, 2007

|dand Cats Adoption Event
Saturday September 15
10:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. at the Scout
headquarters on Main Street
(next to the Chinese restaurant)
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Come meet
theldand's
adoptable
cats, nowin
foster
homes

Wal.tl ng See dll the cats at
patiently for  jyandcatsorg. Call
homes of 212-593-1054 or e-mail
their own. ripyy @care2.com

for more information.

Amazin_gl_y;.fre

28-13 23rd Avenue, Astoria .
Reservations: 718-728-9194

parties « corporate events  weddings ¢ baptisms « showers

RuN For DigNITY, RuN FOR HOPE
RUN FOR CONGO WOMEN!

The deadliest war since World War I1.
3.9 million dead.

2 million children under 5.

Saturday, September 29, 2007
Join us for our 5K run/walk around Roosevelt Island!
For more info & to register, visit: www.RunForCongoWomen.org

917-912-0704 Give yvour apartment a lift

on the Island HOME SHOPPING SERWCE

Consultations Available — Use What You Have
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR Al Wider Tt S
FULLY INSURED [ ighting Ellen Levy

Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering Carpentry Interion D )
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Expert carpentry ¢ Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work Klitchen [Senovation 531 Main Streel
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