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balloting
for Residents’ RIOC Board nominees

Next event:
Community Meeting

Wednesday Night
(Notice on page 4)

RIOC Has Four Tram Options,
From $6 Million to $21 Million

See DHCR, page 12See Icla, page 10

On the Island Today & Tonight Town Center

City Councilmember Jessica
Lappin came to the Island early this
week to drop $1.5 million on the
table for Southpoint Park, raising
the City’s investment – all maneu-
vered into place by Lappin – to
$4.5 million.

While here, Lappin reviewed the
funding she’s arranged for several
Island organizations.
• Day Nursery – $8.500 for schol-
arships
• Historical Society – $50,000 for
the visitor center at the Tram sta-
tion, and $5,000 for staffing it
• Residents Association – $4,000
for voting machine rental
• Senior Center – $31,000 for staff
and activities
• Youth Program – $20,000 for pro-
gram support
• Disabled Association – $20,000
to support educational activities
• PS/IS 217 PTA – $20,000 for edu-
cational activities
“These organizations are an impor-
tant part of the close-knit nature of
Roosevelt Island,” Lappin said,
calling it “a sense of community
that I don’t see in other parts of my
district.”

Left to right with the traditional giant check: Virginia Granato, Disabled Association; Matthew Katz, Residents
Association; Steve Shane, RIOC; Zakia Wazani, visitor kiosk; Lappin; Penny Cannon, visitor kiosk; Tina
Gonzalez, Youth Program; Maudi Ridler, Day Nursery.

Lappin Gets City’s $1.5 Million for Southpoint Park

15 Years On, Icla da Silva Foundation
Looks Back to RI’s Love Thy Neighbor

Memoir
by Airam da Silva

In October of 1989 my family
arrived on Roosevelt Island from
Brazil with the hope of saving the
life of my 11-year-old sister, Icla.
She had been diagnosed with
chronic myelogenous leukemia.

Icla’s only hope for a cure was a
bone-marrow transplant.  No
match was found within our fam-
ily; that meant finding a match
from an unrelated donor.

On Roosevelt Island, our family
found a community ready to help.
Residents, led by Pat Schwartz-
berg, Ronald Vass, and Dr.
Lawrence Itskowitch, mounted a
15-day fundraising campaign. Love Thy Neighbor worked to raise

over $45,000 for Icla’s transplant
while a search for a match contin-
ued.

But months of searching for a
donor match failed.  My sister died.
I was 15.

In her last few weeks of life, Icla
wrote a note saying that all she
wanted was to be cured of leuke-
mia and to help people in need of
bone-marrow transplants. In re-
sponse, the Icla da Silva Founda-
tion was founded.  Today, after 15
years, it lives on, the embodiment
of Icla’s energy and enthusiasm.

The Icla da Silva Foundation
started its activities in 1992. iden-
tifying the critical need for expand-
ing the nation’s pool of potential
bone-marrow donors.  A marrow
transplant is often the only effec-
tive way to save the life of patients
suffering with leukemia, lym-
phoma, and many other life-threat-
ening diseases.

Matches for bone-marrow trans-
plants are very particular, and of-
ten hard to find.  Ethnicity can be
a key to finding the right match.
“Finding a needle in a haystack”

Westview Cited

Inspector General Slams
DHCR Work Under Pataki

Traci Fox, a 12-year-old leukemia
patient in need of a bone-marrow
donor, with Airam da Silva.

New York State’s Inspector General has belatedly blasted the Pataki
administration for cavalier mismanagement of the State’s Mitchell-Lama
affordable housing program – including Westview on Roosevelt Island.

Auditors from the I.G.’s office chose Westview as one of three build-
ings examined closely to back up a charge of “Systemic Deficiencies in
Mitchell-Lama Oversight” – one index heading in the 75-page report
issued two weeks ago.  Referring to the State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal, the report said that the audit “revealed serious
inadequacies in nearly every aspect of DHCR’s Mitchell-Lama over-
sight.”

In an executive summary, the report “concluded that DHCR’s moni-
toring of Mitchell-Lama housing companies and its enforcement of its
own regulations has been grossly deficient on a broad scale.  Rather
than safeguarding the integrity of the program, DHCR... has allowed
housing companies to flout rules regarding apartment allocation, finan-
cial reporting, and contracting.  DHCR’s deep and systemic failures have

Schedule
on

page 7

Briefly...
• The Roosevelt Island Bridge

was stuck again two weeks ago,
impassable overnight, when a crew
working on it did an unnecessary
out-of-hours opening, then failed
to call for help for hours.  Steps
have been taken (RIOC Column,
page 2).

• Island pediatrition Dr. Kathie
Grimm was injured in an off-Is-
land accident and is recovering af-
ter an emergency hip replacement
(letter, page 3).

• Work toward the community’s
RIOC Board nominations moves
forward Wednesday night with a
meeting at Westview (page 4).

• The 15th Anniversary of the
Island-founded Icla da Silva Foun-
dation takes place with a gala din-
ner-dance Wednesday, October 17,
at Tavern on the Green (story, this
page).

by Dick Lutz
RIOC President Steve Shane

outlined Tramway alternatives for
an audience of Islanders Thursday
night.  There was good news, and
there was bad news.

The good news is that RIOC has
all the money it needs to take any
of four possible paths for the fu-
ture of the system.  There’s a State
budget allocation; there is money
already set aside for track rope re-
placement; and there is expected
or available general income in
RIOC’s cash stream.

The bad news is that the most
likely solutions will involve at least
six months of downtime, possibly
seven, unless RIOC engages in
some hyperspending to gain a little
time by imposing a high-intensity
work schedule.

One other tidbit of good news:
None of this is likely to result in
Tramway outages for at least a
year.

But start it must, for, at a mini-
mum, the Tramway’s track ropes
must soon be replaced with new
ones.

The RIOC Board of Directors
will meet October 18 (see
ComingUp, page 3) and, because
of the State budgeting process, will
be urged to choose a course of ac-
tion.

Alternatives
Shane outlined four approaches

for the 65 or so residents who
showed up for the presentation:

• Alternative 1 would take care
of the track ropes, replace some
critical components, and involve
only two months of downtime.  It
would cost only about $5.6 million.
But the engineers give it a life ex-
pectancy of only seven years; one
reason is that the system would not
be fully modernized, and would
mostly use mechanical parts
equivalent to the current 30-year-
old setup.

• Alternative 2 would involve a
“fundamentally new system” with
a probable 30 years of useful life
ahead of it.  The cost would be

With Prof. Rene Testa of Columbia at his side, RIOC President Steve
Shane told residents about RIOC’s Tramway options on Thursday night.

See Tramway, page 13
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The
RIRA
Column

The Editorial Page

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association

e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

Steve Shane, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com

The
RIOC
Column

Judi Arond, Bubu Arya, Steve Bessenof, Marcie Brown-Suarez, Lynn Chambers, Carol Chen,
Mark Chipman, Vivianne Codderrens, Malcolm Cohen, Julian Edelman, Arlise Ellis, Don Eremin,
Willven Falcon, Angela Grant, Teresa Hasing, Steve Heller, Darrell Henry, Roberta Hershey,
Ken Kaplan, Matthew Katz, Michael Kolba, Silvia Kramer, Imam Mandia, Iris Marcano,
Clarissa McCraley, Clinton Narine, Sandra Narine, Essie Owens, Florence Paau, Joan Pape,
Ronnie Rigas, Gwen Ryals, Ron Schuppert, Raye Schwartz, Beryl Seaforth, Margie Smith, Alan Ulick,
Nina Wintringham; students of Legacy High School, Sean Suarez with fellow Scouts from Island Scout
Troop 59, and members of the Island Girls Project.
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End of September and beginning of October:
1.  Bridge “Operation:”  Busy times with the UN

mandating closing of Southpoint and the west chan-
nel of the East River, forcing the Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) into operating (or too often, not op-
erating) the Roosevelt Island Bridge.  All over until
next year.  The mechanical difficulties certainly dem-
onstrate why the
bridge badly needs the
$86.5 million over-
haul now under way.
Kudos to those who
managed the inconve-
nience and took care
of the very few emer-
gencies without un-
happy incident.  The
Tram served very
well. Maybe the parents of the newborn will have
named the baby Dot.

2.  Public Safety: (a) Officer Michaels was struck
by a car last week while she was directing traffic in
front of Blackwell House, necessitated by the con-
struction activity closing the east side.  Happily, she
seems only bruised and after her trip to the hospital
and a short recuperation, hopefully will be back on
the job.  (b) While causing some anguish to a few
Island residents, Public Safety is trying to sort out the
competing needs of the handicapped community and
parking on Main Street.  A sympathetic approach to
those with special needs has to be balanced with the
needs of the rest of the community.

3.  Councilmember Lappin: The Island’s staunch
supporter, Jessica Lappin, was on the Island October
1 to announce the cumulative funding of almost $1.7
million for various groups and activities, including
the library, nursery school scholarships, the His-
torical Society, the Senior Center, RIRA, the Youth
Center, the Disabled Association, the PTA, and
Southpoint Park ($1.5 million to be added to the
$3 million previously secured).

4.  Assemblymember Kellner: The open visiting
hours at RIOC’s offices every Thursday from 3 to 7
seem to be well received.  Come in to see your As-
semblyman.

5.  Tram:  By the time this column is published,
the public meeting to discuss the future of the Tram
will have been held.  For those not able to attend,
please look at the RIOC website for a recording of
the event or read the reports in The WIRE or look at
the Island blog sites.  Think about, talk about, and
communicate your views to the Board of Directors
so that a consensus can be reached as to what deci-
sion to make on present work to secure the future of
the Tram.  An essential public transportation system
deserves the special attention everyone should give.

6.  RIRA:  The process for selection of candidates

for nomination to the Board goes forward.  The more
who participate, the more the result will have public
weight. Get involved.

7.  Swimming:  Despite our best efforts, we are
still unable to coax the seniors into the pool for a spe-
cial senior swim program.  After a few more weeks,
we will have to abandon the idea.  Meanwhile, a group
of adults is plugging for early morning and more
evening swim time.  We will be glad to accommodate
if there are enough sign-ups.  If you are interested,
contact the Sportspark Director Carol Rubino at 212-
832-4569.

8.  Hospital wheel chair users:  In response to the
expressed concerns about the safety of the many
wheelchair users who take to the street, especially after
dusk, we have been in touch with the Administrator
of Coler/Goldwater
and they are going
to try a program of
reflectors or lights
or something to
avoid an unfortu-
nate possible inci-
dent.

9.  Blackwell
House:  Exterior
nearing completion
and the construc-
tion fence will soon
come down so ev-
eryone can see and
appreciate the res-
toration.  This his-
toric house is an Is-
land treasure, and
everyone should
appreciate the ef-
forts that have gone
into it, especially the City’s funding with RIOC’s and
the Historical Society’s pushing of the process.

10.  Racquet Club: On the agenda for the next
Board meeting will be a proposed modification of the
License Agreement with the Racquet Club that in-
cludes its obligation to study the prospect of an ex-
panded facility.  There is a growing demand for ten-
nis courts and other similar sports activities in Man-
hattan occasioned by the pressure on available real
estate.  Perhaps an expansion to include Sportspark
in a coordinated facility will be a major attraction.
All within the existing footprint. First step.

11.  Streetlights:  We continue to chase outages,
circuitry problems, coordination between ConEd and
the several building managers, jurisdictional issues
within the City as to whether the Island is in Manhat-
tan or Queens for maintenance purposes, etc.  We will
solve this problem.

This week, Sherie and I celebrated our fourteenth
wedding anniversary.  We celebrated by cooking
something scrumptious together and drinking a gor-
geous bottle of wine.  Fortunately, there were no Is-
land meetings that evening, but I did spend the day
writing this column and my president’s report to the
Common Council.  Not very romantic, I’m afraid.
While we’ve referred to our wedding as “a day that
shall live in infamy,”
it was in fact one
helluva party and
we’ve got the pictures
to prove it.    We dis-
covered Roosevelt Is-
land together when
we moved to a brand-
new Manhattan Park,
she from Brooklyn
and I from the Upper
East Side, and we’ve never looked back.

Grimm on Injured Reserve List
I’ve learned that our Island pediatrician and good

neighbor, Kathie Grimm, is recovering from a serious
traffic accident that required hip replacement surgery.
She is recuperating in a Queens rehab facility and I
know you join me in wishing her a speedy recovery.

Roosevelt Island Bridge
With the end of the United Nations General As-

sembly, we have had our Southpoint Park restored to
us, and the openings of our Roosevelt Island lift bridge
should return to occasional testing of the systems.  I’ve
been told by the Department of Transportation’s PR
company that the bridge “incidents” on September
21 and 26, when the bridge failed with the lift portion
raised, were “…a result of malfunctioning electrical
components that were corrected by the contractor
[Koch Skanska, Inc.].”   In fact, I’ve learned that the
Friday incident, during which Skanska raised the lift
at 11:00 p.m., was only corrected when the City De-
partment of Transportation (NYCDOT) arrived to ef-
fect repairs at 4:00 a.m.  I’ve inquired as to whether
the lift should only be used with DOT operators
present, and they informed me that NYCDOT bridge
operator would be present during the U.N. session
that ended October 5.  After that, we shall have to

see, I suppose.
Also, I’ve received notification of abrasive blast-

ing paint removal on bridge infrastructure to start on
or about October 1.  We are told that this process will
remove paint that may contain lead from the steel
surfaces of the bridge, and that abrasive blasting in-
volves the use of compressed air and will be entirely
contained within impermeable walls with sealed
joints.  All paint wastes will be packaged and shipped
from the site for disposal elsewhere.  Also this:  “The
work may occur 24 hours per day, seven days a week,
and may generate
some noise.  The
painting is sched-
uled to be com-
pleted by August,
2009.  Abrasive
blasting removal
will not necessarily
occur during the
entire time period
specified above.”
This three-year
renovation project
is absolutely essen-
tial for future use-
fulness of our
bridge, and we will
have to monitor
how well the con-
tractor complies
with noise and lead
paint removal
safety requirements.

Subway Benches Revisited
We now have the MTA, RIOC, and the Southtown

construction company, Monodnock, searching for the
benches that once provided relief to subway riders as
they awaited northbound Red Bus service.  They were
rough and splintery, you may recall, and I would be
happy to see them replaced with something a tad less
likely to tear clothing or skin.  We’re talking about
just a few benches here, and it would be nice to see
them in place before chilly weather makes them su-

Wednesday at 8:00
There�s nothing like seeing Roosevelt Island come alive

when summer ends and the demands of autumn energize this

community�s go-getters.

You can sense the action in Trellis when half the booths

and tables seem to be occupied with planners eagerly exchang-

ing ideas about how to move their own particular game ball

forward toward some well-defined goal.  You can feel it when

you try to book a room for a meeting and you have to work

around the needs of other groups who got there first.

Two Island-founded organizations are headed for impor-

tant fundraisers soon:  Orphans International will present

Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary) on October 30 (see

ComingUp, page 3), and the Icla da Silva Foundation will cel-

ebrate 15 years of saving lives with a dinner-dance on October

17 at Tavern on the Green (story, page 1).  There was a Run

for Congo Women last weekend (story, page 14).  Toastmas-

ters has geared up for its regular meetings, the Residents As-

sociation Common Council has had its second meeting of the

season, and RIOC is in high gear with discussions and plan-

ning that will determine much about the short- to long-term

future of the Tramway.  School is deeply in session.  Today is

the Fall for Arts Festival.  And, of course, The WIRE is back on

its twice-a-month schedule.

But one activity has an overriding importance, and

we eagerly direct your attention to it:  RIRA is gearing up for a

first-ever vote to choose the community�s nominees for the

Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-

tion.  (You�ve read about this in these pages before, and you

can be sure we�ll be coming back to the subject.)  In immedi-

ate prospect is a community-wide meeting Wednesday

night (October 10) at 8:00 in the lower community room

at Westview (625 Main Street).  There, people who have

been working on self-governance for Roosevelt Island for a

decade-plus will describe, briefly, this process in which our

votes will choose residents whose names will be put before the

Governor with the morally compelling request that he appoint

them to the RIOC Board.

Why is that important?

The RIOC Board is like our City Council here in this neatly

defined river town where the State calls the shots and the Board

sets policies and approves plans.  Running for and serving on

that Board is a chance for real impact.  If you�ve ever contem-

plated government service or elective office, this is your crack

at it, in a situation where the decisions you help make will

have the potential for direct influence on your life and on the

lives of your fellow residents � our safety, our recreational op-

portunities, our transit needs, our quality of life... our very

future in this terrific community.

Wednesday night at 8:00 is a chance to learn more about

putting your name on the February 5 ballot, or to find out how

you can help the community take this important step.  Come

out of curiosity, out of concern, or out of determination to make

things better...  But come.

DL



– This Weekend –
Fall for Arts, today (Sat., Oct. 6), 11:00-10:00,

town center.  Events all day and evening concert,
sponsored by RIOC.  Everything free but the food.
See schedule of events, page 7.

Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association, Sat., Oct. 6, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, spon-
sored by RIOC.  Free.  Paper and art supplies will be provided.  Today’s
subject: Painting.  Future sessions Oct. 20, Nov. 3, Nov. 10, Nov. 17.

The Encampment, art installa-
tion by Thom Sokoloski, continu-
ing through Sun., Oct. 7, 7:00
p.m.-1:00 a.m., Southpoint Park.  Í

Stone and Fire, exhibit of the
photography of Tad Sudol, contin-
ues through tomorrow at Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St.  Gallery
hours:  Sat.-Sun., 11:00-5:00;
Wed. and Fri., 6:00-9:00.

– The Coming Week –
Toastmasters meeting, Mon., Oct. 8, 8:00 p.m.  Visitors welcome.

Information:  212-751-9577.
Maple Tree Group Open Meeting regarding RIOC Board nomina-

tions process, Wed., Oct. 10, 8:00 p.m., Westview Lower Community
Room, 625 Main Street.  Planning for campaigns and February balloting.

State Assemblymember Micah Kellner, District Office hours, Thurs-
days, 3-7 p.m., RIOC Conference Room at 591 Main St.

– Future Weeks –
Art Sale, paintings and prints of G. Bertoli, Sat.-Mon., Oct. 13-15,

4:00-8:00 p.m., 531 Main Street, apt. 627.  Refreshments.
Roosevelt Island Democratic Club meeting, Tue., Oct. 16, 7:00 p.m.,

Good Shepherd Community Center.
Icla da Silva Foundation 15th Anniversary Dinner-Dance, Wed.,

Oct. 17, 7:00 p.m., Tavern on the Green, Central Park.  Information:
212-593-0474.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Oct.
18, 4:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center.
Key Issue: Tramway.  An open forum for residents
to bring matters before the Board will follow the for-
mal session.  (Future meeting 9:30 Nov. 29.)

Stuffing Session for The WIRE, Fri., Oct. 19, 10:00 a.m. to comple-
tion (usually by 1:45 p.m.); lunch provided; willing hands welcome.
Call for details:  212-826-9055.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Oct. 20.  (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadlines:  Ads in the pa-

per, Thur., Oct. 11; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon.,
Oct. 15; they are due Thur., Oct. 18.
Additional issues in 2007:  Nov. 3,
17; Dec. 1, 15.  Issues in 2008:  Jan.
12, 26; Feb. 9, 23; Mar. 15, 29; Apr.
19; May 3, 17, 31; June 14, 28; Aug.
2, 30; Sept. 13, 27; Oct. 11, 25; Nov.

8, 22; Dec. 6, 20.  News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent matters,
917-617-0449.  Phone for display and classified advertising placement
and information, 212-751-8214.

Life Drawing – Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual Art
Association, Sat., Oct. 20, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, sponsored
by RIOC.  Free.  Paper and art supplies will be provided.  Future ses-
sions Nov. 3, Nov. 10, Nov. 17.

Open House Reception and Toastmasters public speaking group
meeting, Mon., Oct. 22, 8:00 p.m.  Visitors welcome.  Information:
917-757-3215.

Community Board 8 Housing Committee meeting to consider
Roosevelt Island housing issues, Wed., Oct. 24, 6:30-9:00 p.m., Hunter
College School of Social Work, 129 E. 79th St. (between Park and Lex-
ington), room 1010.  Information:  212-758-4340.

An Evening with Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary, the Orphans
International Sixth Annual Benefit, Tue., Oct. 30, 6-9 p.m., in Mr.
Yarrow’s Manhattan home.  Attendance limited; call 212-755-7285 for
information.

Election Day, Tue., Nov. 6.
Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 7, 8:00

p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).  Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residents to present matters to
the Council.  (Future meeting Dec. 5.)

Pastel Workshop – Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association, Sat., Nov. 10, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, spon-
sored by RIOC.  Free.  Paper and art supplies will be provided.  Future
session Nov. 17.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Nov. 29, 9:30 a.m., Good
Shepherd Community Center.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Dec. 5, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).  Meetings, open
to all, begin with public access period for residents to present matters to
the Council.

– 2008 –
Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Jan. 9, 8:00

p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); all meetings begin
with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Candidate Event for RIOC Board Nominations Balloting, Wed.,
Jan. 16, time and place to be announced.

Nominations close for the February 5 RIRA Balloting to select resi-
dents’ nominations to the RIOC Board, Fri., Jan. 18.

Candidate Event for RIOC Board Nominations Balloting, Sat.,
Feb. 2, time to be announced.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Senior Center

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
5:45, Yoga

Tuesday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
9:45, 10:45, 12:30, Senior Swim

bus pickups at Good Shepherd
stop – transport to Sportspark.

10:30, Computers
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Atlantic City, Wed., Oct. 17
Halloween Party, Wed., Oct. 31,

7:00 p.m.

Letters deadline for October 6 issue:

Tuesday, October 2

After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local inter-
est to the community, and to/from officials.
Requests for Name Withheld publication will
be considered, but the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; letters sub-

mitted anonymously will not be published.

Recommended method of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(plaintext e-mail preferred, or attach a file),
or on a CD left at the desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, ex-

pect a confirming response and, if you don’t
receive one, resend and call 212-826-9055
to alert us that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:
Typed copy left at the lobby desk at 531 Main
Street; allow extra time for typesetting.
Clearly handwritten letters will be consid-
ered, if brief.  We are not able to take tele-
phone dictation of letters.  All letters are sub-
ject to acceptance and editing for length
and clarity.  Recommended maximum
length, 350 words; longer letters will be con-
sidered if their content merits the required
space.

To The Editor:
Steve Marcus’s commentary in

the last issue of The WIRE has
prompted me to write about an-
other parking issue.  My concern
is with the area between Westview
and PS/IS 217.

For the last several years, just
after the area along the driveway
north of 625 was re-landscaped,
Westview management allowed a
parking area for its employees to
develop there on top of the roots
of three 30-year-old maple trees.
The yew bushes that were planted
are already destroyed.  Now cars,
vans, trucks, and SUVs are endan-
gering those trees, not to mention
destroying the curbstones.

North of the entrance to 625, just
at the top of the driveway, is an-
other off-street parking area, and
here vehicles are damaging both
the curbstones and the paving
stones.

Ultimately, it will be the resi-
dents of Westview who will have
to pay for replacing trees and re-
pairing sidewalks and driveways.
It is also Westview residents who’ll
be turning up the air-conditioners
(and electric bills) in summer if
those trees are destroyed.

And while we’re on the subject
of who is paying, why must resi-
dents of Westview pay to park in
Motorgate or on the street while
employees of RY Management get
free parking? Is this declared ad-
ditional income for the employees
or employee benefit expense for
RY Management?

So, I hope that when RIOC turns
its attention to parking on
Roosevelt Island it will clear up all
parking issues in one fell swoop.

Eileen Gardiner

To City Councilmember Jessica
Lappin:

Last Thursday, our dear friend
Dr. Kathie Grimm was hit by a bike
travelling against traffic.

The fall caused her to break her
hip, requiring hip replacement sur-
gery and what will be a long and
painful recuperation period.

In speaking with neighbors
about this accident, it is apparent
that almost everyone has numer-
ous and recent stories about col-
lisions and near-collisions with
bikers traveling either the wrong
way on a one-way street or on the
wrong side of two-way streets.
Pedestrians seldom look in the
opposite direction from oncom-
ing traffic, nor should it be nec-
essary.

I was hit by a bike traveling
south on the east side of Park Av-
enue a few weeks ago, and was al-
most hit another two times in the
last several weeks.  I am conclud-
ing that this is becoming an epi-
demic.

I imagine that there are already
laws on the books that fine bikers
who travel against the traffic.

Perhaps you can try to have these
laws more thoroughly enforced,
and strengthened if necessary.

Thanks kindly.
Steve Marcus

To the Editor:
I would like to address the small

number of “haters” amongst us
who find fault with every single
issue on this Island.  I personally
appreciate my involved neighbors
who give freely of their time and
talents to effect positive changes
and strive in a reasonable manner
to make our neighborhood a safer,
more enjoyable place. I thank you.
However, there are a few who are
constantly irritating and pompous
and, I believe, adversely affect the
degree of positive influence that
those sincere and straightforward
activists have with our governing
agencies.  The constant nitpicking
and blatantly insulting nature of
these few doesn’t seem to be a tac-
tic that will make friends and in-
fluence people.

For example, I don’t agree with
sending Red Buses off-Island to
“rescue” people during emergen-
cies, unless maybe to transport the
handicapped only.  From Queens
Plaza, we can access the Q102 bus
directly to the Island, or the Q101,
transferring either to the Q66 down
35th Ave. to 21st St. (a short walk to
the Island) or the Q104 down
Broadway to Vernon Blvd. and 34th

Ave. (another short walk).  That
seems reasonable, knowing emer-
gency situations are inconvenient;
no other community I know of de-
mands or receives transportation to
their doorstep!  The Red Buses are
funded for Island transportation
and I think that’s where they be-
long.

I am also tired of this big protest
about “privileged parking.”  It is
not that widespread, nor happen-
ing with 24/7 frequency.  I don’t
know of many professions, or
people of status, that do not receive
perks of some type, and I have no
problem with that.  Transit work-
ers ride free, retail employees get
discounts, medical people get pro-
fessional courtesies, gamblers get
comped, community leaders get
amenities.  Let he who has never
received special consideration cast
the first stone.  Perhaps if the “hat-
ers” taking photos of cars (intru-
sive, unless identifying features are
blocked out) and publicly insult-
ing our Public Safety Officers
acted more respectfully, they might
find themselves on the receiving
end of more consideration.  Nice
people are treated nicely, jerks are
not. It’s been tiresome all these
years.  Choose your battles, and get
a life.

Gail Montague

To the Editor:
Who says New York City resi-

dents are unfriendly?  As a parent
and Island resident, I am proud to
be a part of a community that cel-
ebrates families, diversity, and the
human spirit.

I have the great fortune of being
under the direction of Coach
Tommy, who is out each Saturday
morning with a smile, energy, and
enthusiasm for our kinderkickers.
He is extremely animated, and mo-
tivates the children to be their best
when they’re out on the field.  He
demonstrates the values that we all
strive to instill in our children,
those of good sportsmanship, a
sense of humor, endurance, and
team work.  Coach Tommy is
what’s right in the world.   He is
the type of person who is ap-
proachable and does whatever it
takes to create an inclusive, team-
oriented approach to soccer, while
running clinics for novice parents
serving as surrogate coaches.
Coach Tommy has the ability and
insight to bring out the best not
only in the most aggressive, well-
coordinated children.  He moti-
vates even the shyest, uncoordi-
nated on the field.  He is amazing!

Each Saturday he draws the kids
together in a huddle and explains
to them that they should wake his
wife up on the top floor in
Westview by shouting “Team-
work.”  Well, I’d like to take this
opportunity to shout what each
family should echo after walking
away from kinderkick on Saturday
mornings:  “Thank you, Coach
Tommy!”  You’re inspiring chil-
dren to develop the tools to become
productive citizens who will
change the world one day.

Keisha Lawrence

TM needs volunteers for WIRE-
Friday “stuffing” sessions in
which the newspaper and

advertising fliers are stuffed, counted, and boxed for Island-
wide delivery.  Join in!  Call 212-826-9055 for information.

New on the Island?  Catch up with
WIRE back issues at nyc10044.com



See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Arts
It’s happening today on

Roosevelt Island.  Your neighbors
and others are bringing their

talents out to play, and you can
see it happening on the lawn

south of Rivercross and
elsewhere...  Congratulations to
our talented customers, and to

Roosevelt Island for having them
aboard.  Have fun today!
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The More

The More
You SHOP,

You EARN!

Sign Up Today It’s FREE, 
Earn 1 Point For Every Dollar Spent. 

Get An Instant $5 Reward for 
Every 100 Points Earned! 

425 Main Street

Special Community Meeting
8:00 PM Wednesday, February 10

at WESTVIEW  – Lower Community Room  (625 Main Street)

PLANNING FOR COMMUNITY BALLOTING
for resident nominations to

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND OPERATING CORPORATION

Get Involved – Become Part of the Solution

Find out what’s going on, why the community is about to select RIOC Board
nominees for the first time, and how you can run for the Board, help with
the process, or spread the word among your neighbors.

More information on the website:  nyc10044.com/RIOCelec
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We’re just across the Roosevelt Island Bridge

AND WE DELIVER, FREE

718-786-8720 718-786-8720

718-786-8720
36-61 Vernon Blvd.

Calzones, Appetizers, Beverages, Rolls – Ask for our full menu with your first delivery order

All Major
Credit Cards

Breakfast, t
oo

Open 6AM-8PM

($10 minimum)

SAVE THIS AD
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D

Laguardia $16
Newark $65 & toll

Kennedy $32

Reliable

AIRPORT
transportation



6 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Oct. 6, 2007

Commentary by Robert Chira
Recent statements by State officials, published in

The WIRE, indicate that the State intends to do what
it can to preserve the economic diversity of the Island’s
population with its mix of subsidized and market-rate
housing.  The State has the power to realize that ob-
jective by requiring both tenants and owners to ad-
here to the Island’s General Development Plan (GDP)
and by withholding ground-lease extensions for Is-
land House, Westview, and Rivercross unless certain
conditions are met.

In negotiations with each of those buildings, the
State is apparently insisting that all or nearly all of
the currently subsidized housing units remain “afford-
able” and, apparently, not just to today’s tenants, but
to future tenants as well.

The GDP, part of the Lease between the City and
State, originally permitted only 25% of Southtown
and Northtown units to be built for rental/sale at mar-
ket rates; the other 75% had to be allocated for low-,
moderate-, and middle-income subsidized housing.
Thus, the State argues the Island was never supposed
to become an exclusively high-income community
like Manhattan’s Upper East Side.  But, in a major
concession to developers who in-
sisted that Southtown could not be
built without more market-rate
housing, the State and City
amended the GDP in 1990 to allow
approximately 60% of Southtown’s
units to be market-rate.  No change
was made for Northtown, which
remained limited to 25% market-
rate housing.

Due to the general massive ap-
preciation in housing prices over
the past few years, the per-square-
foot price of the new market-rate
housing units in Southtown and
The Octagon (which is 80% mar-
ket-rate rental housing) is more
than double compared to the rates
at the Island’s subsidized housing
in Northtown.  The State’s insis-
tence on strict adherence to the
housing allocations in the GDP
means the Island will ultimately contain a two-tiered,
economically diverse community – Southtown with
its symbolically upscale Starbucks, and Northtown
with its mid-scale Trellis restaurant.

After several years of fruitless talks, three of the
original four Northtown buildings are trying to final-
ize negotiations with the State over their future sta-
tus.  Many tenants wish to own their units with the
right to sell them in the open market, but need a re-
newal of their ground leases from the State to achieve
market values.   Tenants, including those at Rivercross,
a Mitchell-Lama cooperative, simply hold leases that
expire in 20 years.  They do not own the land, which
remains City property.  Because of this “leasehold”
structure, the value of the units is diminished in gen-
eral and, with only a 20-year term left, it is rapidly
dwindling.  Try selling an apartment at full market
rate when all you can deliver is a lease term of an-
other 20 years of occupancy and no right to a renewal
term!

Despite tenants’ wishes to become owners with
market-rate units to sell, the State apparently will not
help them realize those dreams – will not grant the
buildings new ground leases without stringent condi-
tions attached.  In part, this position is a reaction by
the Governor and Mayor to intense media and politi-
cal pressures resulting from the massive loss of sub-
sidized and regulated middle-income housing in other
parts of the City, which I have described in previous
WIRE commentaries.

Eastwood is an exception.  More and more of its
apartments are being rented out at market rates due to
a special deal that its owner struck with the State be-
fore the media and political pressures surfaced.  That
deal allows the owner to rent out federally subsidized
units (which constitute the bulk of Eastwood’s 1003
units) at market rates with the tenant’s rent payments

remaining below market but supplemented by the
Federal government through its voucher system.  It is
a cruel irony that because the GDP limits Northtown
to 25% market rate housing, the Eastwood deal means
the 25% allowance for market-rate units in Northtown
is already oversubscribed!

What can be done by the tenants at the three re-
maining subsidized Northtown buildings?  Rental ten-
ants at Island House and Westview face many diffi-
cult obstacles.  First, they and the owners of those
buildings must agree upon a price at which tenants
can afford to buy under a cooperative or condominium
plan.  The buildings will then need massive capital
infusions to renovate and repair them.  Raising rents/
maintenance on the tenants as new owners or having
the building borrow funds is not an attractive option,
as it imposes the costs on the tenants rather than tap-
ping the substantial market value that would exist if
sales at market rates were permitted.  Nor will a pro-
spective “deep-pockets” buyer, who can wait until
present tenants vacate, be attracted to buy the build-
ings from the present owners if units cannot be sold
at market rate.  Indeed, how else can a new owner
recover a purchase-and-renovation investment other

than by realizing the market value
of units?  Allowing sales at market
value by older residents to young
families has the added benefit of re-
vitalizing the community and its
schools, as well as facilitating the
move by seniors to re-locate to
warmer locales.

It is rumored that one condition
discussed by the State with Island
House and Westview tenants’ ne-
gotiating committees is for a sub-
stantial part of the profit from any
permitted market-rate sales to be
retained by the building for capital
needs and to keep rents at afford-
able levels for future generations,
and not simply pocketed by the
selling tenant.

It is also rumored that negotia-
tions with Rivercross are taking a
back seat as the State focuses, in-

stead, on Island House and Westview.  Rivercross’s
tenant/shareholders also have only 20 years left on
their leases, but may be able to obtain a longer re-
newal term from the State by committing to sales to
affordable buyers.  Selling to buyers in the same in-
come stratum should satisfy the State’s priority on
maintaining “affordability.”  Rivercross might also
be required to present a plan that keeps most of the
profit from market sales in the building for needed
capital repairs and to protect tenants from higher main-
tenance fees.

From observation of housing trends and the public
comments made by State officials, several matters
seem clear:

•  First, the Island’s overall character is changing
as more and more units are sold/rented at market rates
in Southtown and The Octagon.

•  Second, the State apparently will not grant new
leases for additional 40-year terms beyond the cur-
rent term that ends in 2027 without conditions being
met that will keep the units essentially “affordable”
for present as well as future generations.

•  Third, unless the GDP is amended, it does not
appear realistic to hope for market sales of all units in
Northtown.

•  Fourth, most observers believe that any practical
and realistic plan must allow for at least some market
sales so as to generate the substantial funds needed to
renovate the buildings and keep them affordable.

•  Fifth, tenants of Island House, Westview, or
Rivercross should not expect to retain a substantial
portion of the profits from any market rate sales that
are permitted.

The end result of these forces and conditions is that
the Island is likely to remain an economically diverse
community with at least half of its overall population
being low-, moderate-, and middle-income residents.

Longtime resident Robert Chira
practices law in Manhattan.

Housing Trends and the Island’s
Future as a Diverse Community

12.  Southtown Construction:
Building 5 & 6 foundations are al-
most complete, and superstructure
work is ready to start.  A giant crane
was delivered by barge, and the
erection work should be quite the
project.

13.  Fall Festival for the Arts:
This weekend, all sorts of festivi-
ties and presentations.  Be a par-
ticipant and/or support the artists.
The Encampment at Southpoint

Shane from page 2 should be a very interesting pre-
sentation.

14.  5K Run:  Last Saturday
morning, a 5K run was sponsored
by “Women for Women Interna-
tional” to help support women
from the Congo.  Any interruption
in Island service was very brief for
this worthwhile cause.

Finally, on a personal note, I’m
off to Scotland for a week of golf
with my sons and a weekend in
London with my wife in anticipa-

tory celebration of my 70th birth-
day.  RIOC’s open door policy will
continue in my absence, so if there
are any issues, please contact
Fernando Martinez, Vice President
for Operations, Carla Van De
Walle, Vice President and CFO, or
Ken Leitner, Vice President and
General Counsel.  All will be in
touch with me.  See you at the Oc-
tober 18 Board meeting [see
ComingUp, page 3].

perfluous.  I will continue to pursue this with those in charge.
Important Meetings

Two meetings have taken place over the last two weeks that I hope
you attended.  The first was a “Ready New York” program, sponsored
by Assemblymember Micah Kellner and produced by the American Red
Cross with input from the Roosevelt Island Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT).  There is emergency contingency planning go-
ing on here to address the unique problems an island community faces
during a hurricane, a blackout, or worse.  You need to know as much as
you can; we’ve learned to our sorrow that government services won’t
necessarily bail us out.

Also, RIOC offered the community an opportunity to be heard re-
garding the options for Tram repairs and renovation.  A decision must
be made this month and so, if you couldn’t attend this meeting, your
chance to be heard is gone.  One way or another, the Tram will be out of
service for some number of months, and we were asked for our input as
we face this considerable inconvenience.  RIOC has not often asked us
for advice and suggestions on questions that intimately affect our qual-
ity of life.  I think it is incumbent upon us to take advantage of this new
attitude and to participate in our own futures.  The Tram question and
others will be addressed at the RIOC Board of Directors meeting on
October 18 at 4:30 p.m. in the Good Shepherd Community Center and,
if you can be there, do so.

The Survivor Tree
In my last column, I mentioned that survivors of the Murrah Federal

Building blast in Oklahoma City who joined us for our 9/11 observances
brought us a cutting from an American elm tree that barely survived that
attack.  It was in rocky shape as a result of its journey here, and has been
residing on Margie Smith’s balcony while we researched the best place
to plant it.  Vicki Feinmel now reports that, with the advice of our Gar-
den Club and Tree Board, the tree has found its permanent home behind
the R-Y Management offices facing the west channel of the river. Just
walk down the sloping path north of Rivercross and you will find it.  It
seems that elms need considerable room to spread their branches, so a
home near the 9/11 Memorial’s cherry tree was out of the question.  RIRA
will now turn its attention to proper signage at our Survivor Tree to
explain its meaning and to thank those thoughtful Oklahomans whose
gift now graces Tree City, a/k/a Roosevelt Island.

Fall for Arts Festival
This weekend is replete with artistic and cultural activities. The 100

tents of The Encampment will cover Southpoint Park, and each will
hold a Roosevelt Island storyteller. Fall for Arts activities start today at
11:00 a.m., and a comprehensive program can be found in these pages.
The Good Shepherd Plaza will present many Island artists’ work for
your delectation and possible purchase.  Our own Julie Palermo will
keep us well-fed with Julie’s Unique Cuisine.  I will offer folk and blues
numbers with my guitar as one of the outdoor performers on Rivercross
lawn, while others perform in the Gallery RIVAA.  My spouse Sherie is
one of the artists providing entertainment in the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center after 7:30 p.m.  It never ceases to amaze me how consid-
erable and how varied this tiny community’s artistic outpourings are.
Give yourself a treat; come out and support your neighbors!

RIOC Board Balloting Reprised
The website I promised you in the last issue is up and running and

may be accessed at www.nyc10044.com/riocelec/index.htm.  It includes the
Nomination and Nomination Petition forms you will need to complete
should you be interested in offering your services to the community in
this important role.  We hope to include the State-required form in the
near future.  I’m getting excited, and I hope you are intrigued by what
this effort may augur for this heretofore disenfranchised community.

There will be a meeting at 8:00 P.M., Wednesday evening, October
10, in the Westview lower community room to answer your questions
and solicit your participation.  Now is the time to find out what we are
doing and how you can help.   Don’t just stay tuned; get involved!

Katz from page 2
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by Rachel Durfee
Leandra Ramm knew she was hooked on opera before

she graduated from high school.  “I was about 15 or 16
years old and I went to see Madame Butterfly at the Metro-
politan Opera,” she says.  “I went by myself on a $25 stu-
dent ticket and sat in the orchestra.  I went to see what it
was like and I was so moved…I was crying so much at the
end…tears dripping down my face because it was so mov-
ing, so riveting…[it was] such an emotional experience.”

Less than a decade later, Ramm is a professional mezzo
soprano with a long list of accomplishments.  Without a
note of bragging, she calmly ticks off performances in The
Marriage of Figaro and The Barber of Seville in places like
Prague, Vienna, England, and Carnegie Hall.  Nonchalantly,
she mentions that she also
plays flute and piano; she can
sing and dance; and she
speaks Italian, French, Ger-
man, and Spanish, as well as
bits of Russian and Czech.
“To me, opera is the highest
art form because it is a weave
of music, acting, the human
voice, instrumental music,
great literature, and some-
times even ballet and other
forms of dance.  It combines
all these arts to tell a story
through the voice.”

Ramm, who has striking
green eyes, high cheekbones,
and wavy auburn hair, was
born and raised on Roosevelt
Island.  It was here that she
first thought of becoming a
singer.  “When I was about
14, my mother’s dance
teacher, who was like a
grandmother to me, took me
for a walk and asked me
what I wanted to do.  I said I
didn’t know and she asked
me, ‘What makes you really
happy?’ and I said, right
away, ‘singing.’  And she
said, ‘Then you should be a
singer.’”

Ramm’s melodic voice
overflows with enthusiasm
when talking about her ca-
reer path.  From third through eighth grades she performed
with the Main Street Children’s Theatre, to which she cred-
its her early love of performing.  There, Ramm sparred with
an amorous Curly when she played Laurie in Oklahoma!
and crooned about summer nights as Sandy in Grease!

At 14, Ramm won an international competition for solo
voice as a member of the Young People’s Chorus of New
York, which inspired her to pursue classical music seriously.
She won a full scholarship to the Manhattan School of Music
and received a degree in classical voice.

After graduation, Ramm began auditioning with differ-
ent opera companies for an apprenticeship.  Growing up in
New York City gave her unparalleled audition opportuni-
ties: “Other cities simply don’t have the same exposure to
classes and teachers.”  She landed an apprenticeship with
the Sarasota Opera in Florida, and “I’ve been singing ever
since.”

Like others in her field, Ramm travels the world on a gru-
eling schedule in order to remain a full-time singer.  Most
recently, in only a couple of months, she has lived and per-
formed in England, Arizona, and New York City.  She cites
the frequent traveling as one of the challenges of being in
the business.  “Though it’s wonderful to visit all these places,
it’s hard being away from your family,” but “Opera is a
very small world, and I’ll see a lot of the same people over
and over again.”

On or off the road, singers are training intensely.  “You
have to be a triple threat,” Ramm explains, “meaning great
voice, great acting, and great dance skills.”  How does she
stay at the top of her game? There are weekly voice lessons
with a private teacher, weekly sessions with diction coaches,
language classes, dance classes, fitness classes, and music
theory classes, not to mention the hours spent studying a
single role.

Ramm laughs when she hears the stereotype of large, red-
lipsticked sopranos shattering opera house glass.  “It’s not
big, fat singers that just stand there and sing anymore,” she
says.  “Now you have to have everything.”

Even when a singer has it all, not every role is the right
one, Ramm explains.  When she is first offered a part, she
has to make sure that it is healthy for her vocally, as well as
a good career move.  Once she accepts, she must read the
libretto from front to back and research the background of
the composer and librettist, learn the origins of the story,
and decide where her character fits.  “I translate every script
word-for-word,” says Ramm.  “You have to know every
single word you’re singing – otherwise, it’s just sound.”
Depending on the language, this task can be demanding.
Italian is her favorite because “it’s easy to sing, and has a
wonderful bel canto repertoire.”  Bel canto literally means
“beautiful singing” and, according to Ramm, it is a term

Island’s Leandra Ramm Finds Her Voice – and Her Dream
used in opera to describe the 17th century Italian vocal tech-
nique made famous by composers like Rossini and Bellini.
For any role, most singers will have one main coach to train
with, but will additionally employ specialist coaches de-
pending on the source of the opera (French, German, etc.),
and every opera company also has coaches on staff.  But
again, there’s no place like New York:  “At home, I can
pick up the phone and find a specialist in an hour.”

Only after all this prep work does Ramm let herself go to
the piano, where she opens to the first page of the opera and
starts singing.  As for forgetting on stage? “The memoriza-
tion sort of comes naturally,” she says breezily.  Ideally,
says Ramm, a singer will want at least a month to prepare
before rehearsals, but sometimes the process is more rushed.

In fact, performers some-
times have only one to two
weeks to prepare, which
“can affect the smoothness of
the rehearsals and the ulti-
mate performance.”

Extensive prep work pays
off, but Ramm says that the
most important element of a
successful performance is
fully embodying the charac-
ter.  Ramm says her favorite
roles are those that explore
human relationships, adding
that with every costume she
puts on, she must first under-
stand her character’s motiva-
tions in order to truly become
her—or him, as the case may
be.  Of her first professional
onstage opportunity in San
Francisco in 2001, where
Ramm sang in The Marriage
of Figaro, she says: “Surpris-
ingly, I wasn’t that nervous
because I felt like I was the
character.  I felt like I was
telling a story and [instead of
having stage fright] it was a
great experience.”

Costumes and make-up
help on the exterior.  The
process usually takes one to
two hours, but “if you are
completely transforming, it
could take much longer.”

She says with heavy make-up, wigs, and elaborate costumes,
there is usually a dresser and a make-up artist backstage.
“It is amazing looking in the mirror after the make-up and
hair is done, and seeing yourself look completely differ-
ent,” she says.  “Sometimes I don’t recognize myself, espe-
cially if I am playing a male role.”  When she performed as
Hansel in Hansel and Gretel, a “pants role,” as male roles
are called in opera, Ramm says, “this was the role most
different from the real-life me.  I actually thought a lot of
my teenage brother, to give me inspiration on how to walk
and act.”

Currently, Ramm is in Tucson, participating in a program
called Education Outreach.  She is part of a small cast of
four singers performing a children’s version of The Magic
Flute by Mozart, Ramm’s favorite composer.  Along with a
soprano, tenor, baritone, pianist, and stage manager, Ramm
is touring the entire state from August through this month,
performing at different elementary schools.

The young singer describes her days as long and exhaust-
ing.  She wakes up at 5:30 each morning, jumps into a van
with the group at 6:20, and travels to the first school.  The
cast sets up the stage, gets into costume, and warms up.  In
addition to loosening up her vocal chords, Ramm stretches
her entire body, giving one a sense of how kinetic each of
her performances is.  Ramm plays four characters and has
“about a zillion costume changes.”  After they perform, the
group takes down the set, hops back in the van, and travels
up to two more hours to the next school.  A short break for
lunch, and it’s time for the second performance.  Ramm’s
day ends around 5:00 and she is in bed by 8:00, “because I
have to get up and do the same thing the next day.”

This is Ramm’s third time performing with an Outreach
Tour, a unique experience because “it can really touch chil-
dren… It’s great to instill the arts into the lives of young
people.”  She remembers performing arts groups visiting
PS 217 on Roosevelt Island and believes that “they have a
lasting effect.  Maybe not [all these kids will] go into opera,
but hopefully they will have some sort of music or perform-
ing arts in their lives.”

Ramm considers herself lucky to have been working con-
sistently since she turned professional.  Her real motivation
is her desire to reach every audience: “Even though [per-
forming] makes me happy and I love to do it, it’s really
about influencing other people and seeing people moved.
Ensemble pieces that make everyone in the audience have
tears in their eyes, that moment is priceless.  It’s worth ev-
erything to me.”

For those who hear “opera” and think “boring,” Ramm’s
advice is, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.”  She adds pas-
sionately, “Opera is so much more than people just stand-
ing there singing.  It’s wonderful singing, wonderful sto-

ries.  You can go to an opera and walk out of that opera a
changed person.”  Plus, she insists, “Traditional operas will
always be there, but there are modern takes.”  Operas and
musicals are also increasingly melding.  Shows like 1996’s
Rent, for example, enjoy huge success.  Opera companies
are also adjusting to the times by filming operas and then
screening them at movie theatres, and, live or filmed, Ramm
promises there are always English translations on an over-
head screen.  Plus, she adds, with “millions” being spent on
sets, costumes, and special effects, it’s entertaining.  “You
can like movies and TV and still love opera,” she says ada-
mantly.  “I think young people would be surprised.  There’s
so much more to it [than the stereotypes].”

Speaking of young, many pros say an opera singer’s peak
is between the ages of 45 and 55, but Ramm doesn’t see her
age – 23 – as a handicap.  Rather, she’s excited that she’s
begun so early.  “Hopefully I can keep singing until I’m in
my 60s.”  Though she admits she was lucky—“I got a lot of
‘yes’s”—Ramm attributes her success to perseverance more
than anything else.  “Don’t let setbacks stop you,” she says
energetically.  “If you get rejected, keep at it.  There’s al-
ways another audition tomorrow.” She adds that to keep the
auditions coming, “staying healthy is the most important
thing,” and getting a cold is one of her biggest fears.  She
takes vitamins daily, drinks plenty of water (“I’m chugging
water now because of the [low] humidity in Arizona”), and
tries to get enough sleep.  With that in mind, she has to head
to bed.  There is another day of singing ahead of her tomor-
row.

For more information, visit www.LeandraRamm.com.  On No-
vember 2, Ramm will be back in New York performing in an
American Art Song recital sponsored by the Greenwich Music
House in the West Village (www.gharts.com).

Fall for Arts
Today (Saturday, October 6)

Schedule of exhibits
and performances

Good Shepherd Plaza
11:00-5:00 – Artists displaying their works
11:00-5:00 – The Authors Project – Authors with their

books
11:30 – James R. Baehler, The Temple of Ill Omens
12:00 – Jami Bernard, The Incredible Shrinking Critic

– My Excellent Adventure in Weight Loss
12:30 – Roy Eaton, Keyboard Classics for Children
1:00 – Jim Luce, Riding the Tiger – The Creation of

Orphans International
1:30 – Ethel Grodzins Romm – The Open Conspiracy:

What America’s Angry Generation Is Saying
2:00 – Richard J. Lutz – Jadwiga’s Crossing – A Story

of the Great Migration
2:30 – G. T. Gyatso – Things Big Adventure
3:00 – Judith Berdy – Images of America:  Roosevelt

Island
11:00-5:00 – Food, desserts, entertainment for children

Rivercross Lawn
11:00-3:00 – Main stage performances

11:05 – PS 217 students, ballroom dancing
12:00 – David Kraut, guitar/folk
12:30 – MST&DA, Tap Jam
1:05 – Matthew Katz, guitar/folk and blues
1:35 – Sharon Bermon, tai chi demonstration
2:00 – Child School/Legacy High School, choral music
2:25 – Zen Holmes, West African dance
3:00 – Music, to be announced
3:30 – Hector Ramos El Galan de la Salsa band
4:30 – Rock band Early Edison

Sportspark
11:00 – Free art workshop – painting

Gallery RIVAA
11:00-5:00 – Stone and Fire, photography of Tad Sudol
1:00 – Antoinette Davis, guitar concert (all ages)
2:00 – Naomi Imbrogno, spoken word – poetry
2:15 – Kenny Sales, spoken word – poetry
2:35 – Poets from Coler/Goldwater – spoken word
4:00 – Isadora Duncan classical modern dance

Southpoint Park
7:00-1:00 a.m. – The Encampment, installation by Thom

Sokolowski

Good Shepherd Community Center
7:30 – Mitch Elinson, clarinet, and Richard Buchbinder,

klezmer
7:50 – Marianne Labriola, spirituals
8:15 – Natalia Gruzdeva, classical flute
8:30 – Sherie Helstien, soprano, and Elizabeth O’Neil,

piano, art songs
8:45 – Chris Fuller, guitar
8:55 – Roy Eaton, classical piano
9:25 – Blair Strain Madison, modern songs
9:35 – Juanita Fleming, gospel
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Come for the colors...

Take home real nutrition
Come for the colors...

Take home real nutrition

Every Saturday morning,

under the ramp at Motorgate
Every Saturday morning,

under the ramp at Motorgate

TheTheTheTheThe

FarmersFarmersFarmersFarmersFarmers

MarketMarketMarketMarketMarket

The

Farmers

Market

455 Main Street

Coming in November
Now hiring experienced

• Pizza Makers •
• Cooks for breakfast and lunch •

• Deli counter people •
• Cashiers and delivery people •

Call 1-917-202-1300
1-718-825-1085

Application forms are available

FAMILY CENTER
536 MAIN STREET

THE BABY GROUP

      CREATIVE PLAY:  PRE-SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE

MUSIC WITH JAMES

TUMBLING

CERAMICS FOR KIDS AND ADULTS

TODDLER BOOK AND CRAFT CLUB

REGISTRATION IS ON-GOING.

CALL 212-317-0216

FOR MORE INFORMATION

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG

Bring in this ad for Specials
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Parisi Bros.
Bakery, Inc.
Parisi Bros.
Bakery, Inc.

• All baking done on premises •
• Fresh bread baked all day •

• Fresh home-made pies •
• Large selection of cookies •

• Fine Italian biscuits •
• Milk, OJ, and now COFFEE! •

30-17 Broadway, Astoria
718-728-5282

Open 7 Days, 6AM-8:30PM

NEWLY RENOVATED
Same great taste, same great products!

License #730671

Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service

Est. 1961 CHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TV
Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

doesn’t even begin to describe the difficulty.
But over the course of the past 15 years,

the Foundation has recruited more than
75,000 potential donors, and has become the
largest bone-marrow recruitment center in
the United States.  As a constituent donor-
recruitment organization of the National
Marrow Donor Program, the Foundation
was given a recruitment goal of 6,700 do-
nors in 2006; actual new donors registered
by the Foundation numbered 10,345.  In
2007, the number of new donors will reach
over 14,000.

The Foundation works with a population
that is difficult to reach, educating and reg-
istering donors, but also providing a range
of services to pediatric patients and their
families at the most stressful period in their
lives.  The Foundation has achieved certi-
fied matches of 75 unrelated donors for leu-
kemia patients, and effected an additional
250 transplants from relatives who would
not otherwise have known that they might
be a match, or might not know how to ac-
cess the medical care delivery system.

In 2006, the Foundation provided services
to over 100 families, including education
about the disease and the range of treatment
options, expedited access to premier medi-
cal facilities regardless of the ability to pay,
and psycho-social support from the point of
diagnosis through periods of hospitalization
and post-release care.

For me, Icla’s suffering and my family’s
experience made clear the importance of the
mission the Foundation took on – to mini-
mize the pain and suffering of patients and
their families, but most importantly, finding
and providing a compatible donor.  That is
the gift of life.

Today, the Icla da Silva Foundation con-
tinues to receive the support of many
Roosevelt Islanders.  As a resident, I am

proud to say that the support of Island resi-
dents helped make the Foundation visible
world wide, internationally recognized for
life-saving work.

Since the Foundation’s patient base is
drawn from all sectors of the United States
and Central and South America, its staff as-
sists in arranging transportation to the medi-
cal care site, securing housing, and provid-
ing patient advocacy within the complex
medical care system.  About 90 percent of
the Foundation’s patient base consists of the
economically disadvantaged, from both the
United States and other nations.  For that
reason, the Foundation provides grants, ju-
diciously administered, to the neediest fami-
lies.  This can involve a need for warm cloth-
ing for families from a warm climate, for
example.  All such services are provided by
the small Foundation staff with the help of
culturally sensitive bilingual volunteers.

The organization is celebrating 15 years
of saving lives on Wednesday, October 17,
2007, at New York’s most prestigious and
spectacular landmark restaurant, Tavern on
the Green, located at Central Park West at
67th Street in Manhattan.  Tickets and spon-
sorship opportunities are still available.
Please contact me, Airam da Silva, at
212-593-0474 or by e-mail at Airam@icla.org
for more information on the event, as well
as how to get involved as a volunteer or sup-
porter.  Our website is at www.icla.org and
we’ll answer questions directed to info@icla.org.

The October 17 evening will begin with a
cocktail reception with live music and a si-
lent auction, followed by dinner and danc-
ing.  We anticipate that the highlight of the
evening will be a first-time meeting between
a former leukemia patient, who received
assistance from the Foundation, and his
bone-marrow donor, who was identified and
recruited by the Foundation.

Icla from page 1

The Icla da Silva Foundation is helping the family of Zoamy Ortiz, from Puerto Rico, during
a transplant procedure.

FOR ALL AGES
WITH THE

ROOSEVELT ISLAND
MARLINS SWIM TEAM

Learn-to-Swim Program - at Westview

Beginners (4 years & up)

 Intermediates & Advanced Swimmers (45-minute class)
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 5:00 pm, Saturdays from 12:00 pm

Tryouts:  Tuesday & Thursday at 4:45 p.m.

Marlins Swim Team - at Sportspark
Advanced / Competitive Swimmers up to 18 years

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays 9:30 am-11:00 am

NEW:  Adult Swimming Classes
Non-swimmers, Intermediates & Masters

NEW:  Mom & ME
Baby & Toddler Swimming Classes - at Westview

Baby Classes: up to 1 year
Toddler Classes (1-2 years; 2-3 years)

Tuesdays & Thursdays 1:00 p.m. � 4:45 p.m.

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

rimarlinswim@yahoo.com
917 518 9004 / 917 621 5593
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Taste our pizza and you’ll know it’s made with great love and tradition!
Light, crispy, savory crust topped with our own special pizza sauce made using a

75-year-old Sicilian family recipe and the finest quality mozzarella.

– WE DELIVER –
32-30 34th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 • 718.706.7141

OPEN MON.-SAT. 11AM-10PM, SUNDAY 12-9PM

St. John’s Preparatory
21-21 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11105 718-721-7200

For information contact:

Ms. Ronnie Loehle, St. John’s Prep

21-21 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11105

718-721-7200

www.stjohnsprepschool.org

Easily accessible from Queens, Brooklyn, and Manhattan

Multiple levels of academic

instruction tailored to student’s needs

Comprehensive athletic and

extracurricular activities program

Required religious education

courses, extensive retreat program,

opportunity for Christian service

Fully equipped up-to-date computer

labs

Co-educational 1200-member

student body

Adademic affiliation with St. John’s

University

Special 5 or 7 year program leading

to Associate or Bachelor of Arts

degree from St. John’s University

Advanced Placement Courses

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007  11:00-2:30 PM

SCHOLARSHIP EXAM
November 17, 2007

Call school for details

Choose a powerful team for all your real

estate and home financing needs.

Real Estate Information:

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Hunt

Kennedy. All rights reserved.

Joyce Mincheff
Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident

Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy

917-517-8572

Robert Shapiro
Private Mortgage Banker

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

212-805-1010

Financing Information:
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division 

of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells 

Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.

#43216 12/06-3/07

Court Square Diner
Serving the community since 1991

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Open 24 Hours 7 Days a Week

Free Delivery 24/7 ($15 Minimum)
Call for our Daily Specials

Send us your fax number to receive our
daily specials and soups

THE ONLY DINER IN LONG ISLAND CITY

• Corporate Accounts Welcome •
• Baking Done on Premises Daily •

• Private Parties •
• Special Group Pricing •

• Catering •
• Weekend Brunch •

45-30 23rd Street
Long Island City 11101

718 392-1222
fax: 718 392-1380

VISIT US AT OUR NEW WEBSITE -
www.CourtSquareDinerLIC.com

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   
 

Friday, Oct. 5 at 6:15 pm 

Friday, Oct. 12 at 6:03 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-

sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel 

Sha-bos Ko-desh.  

 

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the uni-

verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and 

commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

zduchman@nvbb.net 

-
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Following is the text of DHCR Commissioner
Deborah VanAmerongen’s comments at a press
conference announcing the Inspector General’s
report.

Thank you, Inspector General Hamann, for the op-
portunity to be here today to talk about all the steps
we’ve already taken to make the Division of Housing
and Community Renewal more effective, more trans-
parent, and more accountable.

The Division of Housing and Community Renewal
performs a great many functions, the vast majority of
them very well.  The staff of DHCR is committed to
the mission of providing affordable housing and re-
vitalizing communities, and they should be proud of
all they accomplish.

However, it has been clear for some time that the
Division sometimes suffered from a lack of sufficient
support and attention.

Governor Spitzer has made it clear that affordable
housing is a top priority for his administration.  As
such, he wants to ensure that DHCR is as effective,
transparent, and accountable as possible.

I’m happy to report that we’ve accomplished a great
deal in a very short time.

Upon my appointment in February, I immediately
implemented a plan of action to reorganize and revi-
talize the Division. One of my first acts – in order to
re-establish the integrity of DHCR – was to suspend
without pay the three employees who had been in-
dicted for abuse of their offices as noted in the In-
spector General’s report.

I assembled a new leadership team of housing pro-
fessionals to help me fulfill the Governor’s mandate
to make DHCR a national leader among affordable
housing agencies.

From the I.G. Report

DHCR Failures Under Pataki
• Failed to prevent warehousing.
• Failed to enforce reporting requirements.
• Failed to examine reports, even when submitted.
• Allowed flagrant abuse of apartment allocation standards.
• Did only three rent-roll audits between 2002 and 2006.
• Failed to make more than half the required field visits.
• Failed to perform many required inspections.
• Failed to track accounting irregularities.
• Failed to track conflicts of interest.
• Failed to log and track complaints.
• Failed to monitor waiting lists adequately.
• Disproportionate number of DHCR employees living in Mitchell-

Lama housing, or housing that recently left Mitchell-Lama.
(This suggests that DHCR employees may have been snap-
ping up apartments that they could shortly sell at a profit.)

resulted in deterioration of facili-
ties, waste of taxpayer money, in-
crease in charges to tenants, and the
allocation of apartments to un-
qualified applicants at the expense
of those legitimately entitled to
those same apartments.”

At Westview as well as at the
other two New York City buildings
chosen for close audit, “We found
numerous instances of apartments
being provided to individuals who
were ineligible or had unfairly
jumped ahead of others on the
waiting list.”

The I.G.’s audit was undertaken,
and the build-
ings chosen for
audit, largely in
response to
complaints –
complaints the
report said
DHCR had
failed to handle
properly.  The
I.G. found that
DHCR had no
system for log-
ging com-
plaints, main-
taining records
of them, or re-
cording the re-
sults of investi-
gations, and that
all too often, the
subjects of com-
plaints were
asked to follow up on the com-
plaints, effectively investigating
and acquitting themselves on
charges of violations of DHCR’s
rules, then losing the records of the
complaint and investigation.

“Astonishingly, in 109, or 70
percent of the 156 tenancies” re-
viewed, the report says of all three
buildings examined, “the housing
companies had granted apartments
despite the fact that the applica-
tions had not been submitted to
DHCR for approval or had been
submitted but returned as incom-
plete or denied...  DHCR failed to
detect or correct these irregulari-
ties because it neglected to enforce
its own rules and properly train its
staff,” and “Further, DHCR failed
to detect unauthorized residents...
because it conducted so few audits
of apartment rent rolls” even when

a simple comparison of a rent roll
against income affidavit submis-
sions would show irregularities.

The current head of DHCR,
Deborah VanAmerongen, signed
off on an eight-page response to the
report, listing “immediate, short-
term, and long-term goals and
strategies” developed to deal with
the issues in the I.G.’s report “to
restore public confidence in
DHCR’s supervision of the
Mitchell-Lama program.”

The DHCR response also says,
It didn’t happen on our watch:
“While the report finds that certain

employees broke the law and that
others may have abused their po-
sition or neglected their responsi-
bilities, please be assured that these
isolated cases do not reflect the
professionalism or work ethic of
DHCR’s 900+ workforce.  Since
the period covered by the report,
new leadership has assumed re-
sponsibility for DHCR and senior
staff is actively working to dispel
any impression that the actions of
those former employees reflect the
conduct of any current staff mem-
bers.”

Westview
Westview’s recent history and

chain of responsibility for failures
to observe DHCR’s rules has been
clouded by changes of manage-
ment brought on by efforts of its
owners to divest themselves of the
project.  When the Sheldrake Or-

One of the greatest challenges we face is bringing
the Division into the 21st century.  Many of the pro-
cesses and procedures followed by DHCR were cre-
ated 30 years ago and are terribly outdated.  This
makes monitoring our programs and employees dif-
ficult and inefficient.

In order to modernize the agency, I have taken the
unprecedented step of creating the Office of Innova-
tion and Quality Assurance, which will be instrumen-
tal in assessing DHCR’s programs, processes, opera-
tions, and functions, and helping us determine how
they can be improved.

We have also retained a renowned public sector
management firm to assist us in an agency-wide as-
sessment.  They have already begun surveying staff,
management, and our private sector partners. They
too will help us determine how we can improve
DHCR’s operations and processes.

Additionally, we have developed and distributed a
comprehensive Guide to Ethical Conduct for DHCR
Employees, which is yet another first for the Divi-
sion.

We have also been working with the New York State
Bar Association, to review Mitchell-Lama regulations
to determine their relevancy and whether they need
to be reformed and updated.

And, as the Inspector General noted, we have al-
ready initiated a plan to implement all the recommen-
dations included in [the] report on oversight of the
Mitchell-Lama portfolio.

Today, I want to assure the public that Governor
Spitzer and I are committed to building upon all the
good work accomplished by DHCR, while also initi-
ating reforms that will make the Division a model of
efficiency and accountability.

VanAmerongen Responds

DHCR from page 1

ganization became a potential
buyer in 2003-2004, management
passed from Roosevelt Island
Housing Management to a com-
pany chosen by Sheldrake; when
the Sheldrake deal fell through,
management moved to another
entity – presently RY Management
(RY stands for Ruppert-Yorkville),
whose Island operations are
headed by Jennifer Jones, the
daughter of a former DHCR Assis-
tant Commissioner.  Responding to
a WIRE query, Jones said, “The
report of the New York State In-
spector General was a review of the

New York State
Division of
Housing and
C o m m u n i t y
Renewal’s over-
sight of the
Mitchell-Lama
program.  With
respect to the
findings in
Westview, R.Y.
M a n a g e m e n t
Co., Inc. is in-
vestigating each
item and will
address each
one on a case by
case basis.
Nevertheless,
R.Y. Manage-
ment Co., Inc.,
has and will
continue to

manage Westview and Island
House as per the Rules and Regu-
lations of DCHR.”

“At Westview,” the I.G.’s report
continues, we tested a sample of
37 tenancies whose postal change
of address records did not coincide
with tenant records at the complex.
These 37 accounted for approxi-
mately 10 percent of the apart-
ments...  We found that 13 did not
have DHCR approval for occu-
pancy and 15 were not eligible ac-
cording to regulations.  The major-
ity of the non-approved tenancies
at Westview involved applications
of relatives to take over the apart-
ment lease...

“Of the tenancies that were ex-
amined at Westview, 10 involved
[family member] succession rights.
In none of these succession tenan-
cies was an application submitted

to DHCR for approval...  We found
that only two of the 10 had suffi-
cient documentation to support a
request for succession rights.
Five... lacked sufficient proof that
the succession applicant was a
family member, and three lacked
proof that the apartment had been
the primary residence of both the
tenant of record and the succession
applicant for at least two years, as
regulations require.

“For the period 1998 to 2006, we
found that Westview submitted no
succession applications to DHCR
for approval.  When we asked the
current housing company manager
about this situation, she said she
believed that many housing com-
panies... believe the right to suc-
cession is implied...

“We found 43 individuals in 33
apartments who appeared to have
lived there... without appearing on
the housing
company’s list
of tenants...  We
found that 25 of
these 43 indi-
viduals... had
not been re-
ported... on the
income affida-
vit.”  The report
observes that
such activity
creates a pre-
sumption of ag-
gregate apart-
ment income
over the limits,
which would re-
sult in sur-
charges and
that, because the surcharges were
not levied, allowing “violators to
benefit from lower rents” at the ex-
pense of other tenants.

A broader investigation sug-
gested that “for... 27 apartments
whose residents we were not able
to contact,” there is the possibility
that the apartments are illegally
possessed and illegally sublet to
non-approved residents who may
not qualify as tenants under the
income rules.  “DHCR lacked pro-
cedures to check if the tenant re-
siding in an apartment is the cor-
rect tenant.  When we raised this
issue with DHCR management
staff, they said they viewed it as a
housing company matter, not a
DHCR problem, claiming that
the... management agent is in the
best position to verify continued
occupancy eligibility...”

“At Westview, residents of two
apartments submitted income affi-
davits indicating that the occupants

earned over $500,000 per year.
These tenants exceed the maxi-
mum allowable income by at least
$200,000.”  Rents paid in these
cases are $1,500 (two bedrooms)
and $2,000 (three bedrooms).

“We found that warehousing of
Mitchell-Lama units appeared to
be occurring at Westview,” where
there is “a waiting list of more than
1,000 applicants.  As of August
2006, the complex had 31 vacant
apartments, each of which had
been vacant for an average of 327
days.”  This warehousing was part
of a Westview plan that would have
led to an exit from Mitchell-Lama
and profits for the owner.  The
I.G.’s report said that under the
management selected by
Sheldrake, vacancies rose from
“three to five” to 27, “a rate of 7.5
percent.”

The report says that, “In Febru-
ary, 2006, a
Westview resi-
dent com-
plained to
DHCR about
‘major ware-
housing of
apartments,’”
and says that
while a DHCR
field representa-
tive had noted
the problem a
year earlier, the
representative
had never re-
ferred the mat-
ter to DHCR
m a n a g e m e n t
until the 2006

complaint came up.  The report
says DHCR took “no additional
action until June of 2006, when a
second complaint was received and
after the Inspector General had be-
gun this review.”  Four months
later, the vacancy rate had grown
to 8 percent.

In an e-mail, current DHCR
chief Deborah VanAmerongen told
The WIRE, “I am sure you know
that since I assumed my position
we have addressed the issue of
renting vacancies at Island House
and Westview.”

Outmoded Systems
VanAmerongen went on, “I am

encouraged by the support I have
received from staff here at DHCR,
who work extraordinarily hard, but
are dealing with outmoded systems
and procedures, right up to the
Governor’s office, which knows
that an effective DHCR is essen-
tial to further the affordable hous-
ing mission he has articulated.”

The Mitchell-Lama program
bears the names of the
legislative sponsors, State
Senator MacNeil Mitchell
and Assemblyman Alfred
Lama.  It was passed in
1955.  289 developments,
with more than 105,000
units, were built under the
program.  Today, 189
remain in the State
program, comprising
80,000 apartments, the
majority in New York City.
The City has 107 additional
projects.

Want to get involved with The WIRE?
All sorts of opportunities...

Call Editor Dick Lutz at 212-826-9055.

Volunteer Ombudsmen Sought for
Roosevelt Island Hospital Patients

The New York Foundation for Senior Citizens is looking for volun-
teers willing to serve four or more hours a week as advocates for seniors
in nursing homes and adult homes.  There are 56,000 residents of such
facilities in the City, and New York State requires at least one ombuds-
man in each of the facilities.

The ombudsmen visit residents weekly and work with them and facil-
ity staff to maintain high standards of care.  The Foundation says the
volunteers find the work rewarding.  Taking on the task involves pro-
viding three references, completion of a free training program, and a
commitment to serve four hours a week.  There’s an age minimum of
21.

The Foundation boosted its pool of volunteers from 70 in 2005 to 170
today, but has a need for replacements as volunteers come and go.

A spokeswoman for the Foundation told The WIRE that volunteers
are needed to fill the ombudsman role at both care facilities on Roosevelt
Island – the Coler facility near the north end, and Goldwater, near the
south end.

For more information, or to volunteer, call 212-962-2720, or e-mail
dwarburton@nyfscltcop.org.  The New York Foundation for Senior Citizens
maintains a website at www.nyfsc.org.
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TRAM

SUBWAY

Data requested from the New York City Transit shows turnstile swipes over a four-hour period,
totaled over three days (Monday-Wednesday, September 10-12), indicating that the peak of the
morning rush arrives just before 8:00 and continues strong until 8:45.  Because turnstile data are
recorded every six minutes but Red Bus arrivals do not coincide, lines appear jagged, dipping at
data points between Red Bus arrivals and, in the case of the Tramway, dipping at periods between
Tram arrivals, when the tape is lowered to permit passage to the platform.  The lesson of the data
seems to be that avoiding 8:00-8:45 a.m. will make your commute smoother.  The data do not
reflect the available capacity of F trains arriving from Queens.

Shape of the Morning Rush
$14.25 million – just about the
amount the State has set aside.  Six
months of downtime would be in-
volved.

• Alternative 3 would result in a
system very similar to that in Al-
ternative 2, but it would add an al-
ternative drive motor, increasing
reliability.  The hit in downtime
would be seven months, and the
cost would be $17.25 million.

• Alternative 4 would involve a
departure from the present
“jigback” or “clothesline” system
in which cabins move simulta-
neously in opposite directions.  In
this scheme, the two sides of the
system would be separated, and
they would be able to operate in-
dependently.  Cost:  $20.4 million
and seven months of downtime.

Shane clearly prefers the fourth
alternative, as did most of the resi-
dents who engaged in a Q&A after
his presentation.  Shane cited
greater reliability, operating flex-
ibility (half the system could be
idled in non-rush periods, or for
maintenance), and a stranded-
cabin rescue scheme in which a
bridge would allow passengers to
cross from the cabin on the dis-
abled side to a cabin brought even
with it on the other side.

Coping With Downtime
Residents were concerned about

another set of alternatives – what
to do for transportation without a
Tramway to relieve subway over-
crowding, especially at rush hour,
or to cope when
the F line is out
of commission
for one reason
or another.  Ex-
tra subway
trains are sim-
ply not opera-
tionally fea-
sible, according
to the MTA, so
reliance could
be placed on
buses taking
rush-hour com-
muters to
Queens Plaza to
board subway
trains there.  But
Shane and oth-
ers observed
that buses going
all the way to
Manhattan were
slow at times, inconvenient almost
all the time, unreliable, and
underutilized in previous Tramway
outages.

It seemed apparent that the sub-
way, which now handles two-
thirds of the morning rush traffic
(see graph, page 12) would get
some additional action during a
planned Tramway outage.  For
some who commute at the peak,
this would probably mean watch-
ing multiple trains load and leave
before they could board.

Shane was prepared for the con-
cern.  “It is my pledge,” he said,
“that I am going to try to see
whether RIOC has the resources to
devote itself to organizing a time-
table that will minimize the [Tram-
way] downtime.  That will cost
more, so that rather than costing
$20 million, it may cost as much
as $25 million, so RIOC would
have to come up with $10 million...
Whether we would allocate the
additional money is up to the
[RIOC] Board [of Directors].”

Breakeven
Shane had some good news

about the Tram’s current financials.
“Tram usage is up and now we’re
at breakeven,” he said, acknowl-
edging that the calculation ignores
the original capital investment.  He
said that income now runs to al-
most $300,000 a month, even
while costs are going up for parts,

Prof. Rene Testa of the Colum-
bia University Graduate School of
Engineering, Shane’s right-hand
consultant in analyzing the data

brought in by
the three con-
sulting firms
that pronounced
today’s system
safe and reason-
ably reliable, sat
quietly through-
out Shane’s pre-
sentation, an-
swering only
one question
during the later
Q&A; Shane
carried the ball
calmly through-
out, getting an-
noyed with a
questioner only
once when told,
“You can’t take
the system out
of service.
Lives will be

lost.”  Shane pointed out that there
is no choice – that, at a minimum,
track ropes must be replaced.

Constraints
In discussing the possibilities for

revising the Tramway, Shane listed

people, and energy.  He said the
New York Power Authority has
warned RIOC to expect a 15% in-
crease in electricity cost next year.

Cost figures for the four alterna-
tives, projected over the life of
each, produced some numbers
showing that annual revenue ex-
ceeded annual cost of operation.
The simplest alternative, number 1,
would produce a net income of six
cents per passenger trip for its pro-
jected usefulness of seven years.
But it would produce a loss of ten
cents per ride if figured at five
years of useful life – or 19 cents if
the system life could be stretched
to ten years.

For the others, with a projected
30 years of life, the numbers are
more solid:

• Alternative 2, 17 cents per ride.
• Alternative 3, 11 cents.
• Atternative 4, 6 cents — lower

because of the higher initial cost
of a separated system.

Whatever course is chosen,
Shane said, “This is not a waste of
money.  The investment of this
money is appropriate if you make
the cost-benefit assumptions.  We
have demonstrated to the State
watchdogs that we’re spending the
State money wisely, no matter
which of the alternatives we
choose.”

Annual Downtime
According to the records, today’s

Tram system is down some 850
hours a year for standard mainte-

nance work, and that would prob-
ably continue to be the number if
the fastest, lowest-cost alternative
(#1) were selected, according to
Shane.  Annual downtime drops to
580 hours under Alternative 2, 440
under Alternative 3, and all the way
down to just 25 hours a year – es-
sentially nil – with the independent
systems of Alternative 4.  As Shane
discussed the choices, he empha-
sized the reliability for passengers
in a separated system, and sug-
gested that independent operation
of cabins might also produce a
rush-hour passenger-load increase
of 10% by allowing two more trips
per hour.  “You want the system to
be working when you get there to
use it,” he said, emphasizing the
greater dependability the Tramway
consultants said would be available
from independently operable cab-
ins.

“You can always count on the
system,” Shane went on.  “I think
that is a huge benefit.  It comes with
a larger cost and a cost in [longer]
downtime [during construction],
but it has a major benefit, obvi-
ously reducing the future down-
time.  It gives you flexibility.  We
can take one [side] out of opera-
tion, maintain it, then put it back
in service.  During off-peak hours,
we can operate one car rather than
two, with one operator rather than
two.”

Tramway from page 1

a series of constraints RIOC faces;
they tend to place hard limits on
any desire to increase the system’s
capacity.  They include these:

• Cabins can’t increase much in
weight, because the towers have
limits and, as a practical matter,
cannot be completely rebuilt.

• Cabins can’t be wider, because
the Manhattan station can’t be
modified without City permitting
that would entail giving up
“grandfathered” status for param-
eters — like height over Second
Avenue — that have grown more
stringent since the Tramway was
built.

• A double-decker system is out
for the same reason, as well as for
the reason of weight.

• There are sway limits that
would affect any change of design,
because a new building is planned
very close to the Tram’s path.

Questions & Answers
Residents who stood up to ques-

tion and comment elicited some
additional information from Shane:

• He’s added 20% to the time and
cost figures he’s been given.

• Downtime associated with the
project, for whatever alternative is
selected, isn’t likely to start for at
least a year, and it could be spring

of 2009 before work would begin.
• Responding to suggestions that

the MTA be asked to tailor its sub-
way work to avoid further incon-
venience to Islanders while the
Tram is down, Shane said, “RIOC
is a peanut in this enterprise.  I can
send letters and e-mails, but the
head of the MTA gets those from
every community that wants bet-
ter service.”  He said Islanders who
want to pressure the MTA should
work through their elected repre-
sentatives, but held out little hope
that the Island would get special
consideration in the context of the
huge demand for transit from
Queens to Manhattan that causes
rush-hour trains to arrive full at the
Island platforms.

• To a woman who expressed
doubt that a seven-month schedule
could be met, Shane pointed out
that the four-and-a-half-month out-
age occasioned by the April, 2005,
episode in which passengers were
stuck above the East River was an
unplanned outage.  He said that
with planning, preordering, and
prestaging of parts, a planned out-
age could adhere to a schedule
more readily than was possible
when RIOC had to order parts on
an emergency basis.

RIOC now telecasts meetings like
Thursday night’s session via its
website, RIOC.com.



unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for October 20 issue:  Tuesday, October 16
Deadline for November 3 issue:  Tuesday, October 30

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island, if you are moving
or relocating.  Please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683, cell
917-225-0655.  Thank you.

R.I. MUSIC TEACHER, pianist, with Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees (Juilliard,
MSM), will teach your child with love and respect.  212-758-5906.

CERTIFIED HEALTH AIDE – Seeking position to work with sick or elderly.  Available
day or night.  Live in or out.  Reasonable rates.  References available.  Call Suzette,
718-763-8364.  thru 10/19/07

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES – Home/office cleaning weekly, bi-
weekly.  Carpet, upholstery cleaning.  Wood floors waxed and refinished.  Call
212-714-6097.

SUBLET WANTED – Island resident looking for a lease assignment or a sublet.
Call 646-775-7025.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

FREE FULLER/STANLEY, WATKINS work-from-home information package –
www.mycasusa.com, 888-351-2752, mycasusa@hotmail.com.  thru 2/9/08

TUTORING – English professor available.  Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis.  646-319-3873.

VOICE TEACHER – Paul M. Elkin – Broadway veteran, member of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing, & Guest Lecturer for the New England Theatre
Conference on Auditioning for Musical Theatre.  New to Roosevelt Island.
212-588-1245.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group.  Call 212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days.  212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.

CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

CAT SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER – Will lovingly care for your pet.  Overnight available.  917-912-0704.

MOVING?  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.  Reach
every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
• • • Family Special • • •

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots

2-liter Pepsi – $15
Cheese Pie:  Large $12, Medium $10

Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971

– FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM–

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,

Get 2-liter

Pepsi
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by Misha Cohen
A war has been waging in the Democratic Republic of Congo for over five years.  Rebel

groups and government troops have been raiding villages, kidnapping, killing, and tortur-
ing civilians, and using sexual violence against women and children as a weapon of war.
Over three million have died, many directly at the hands of combatants, and others due to
war-related causes.  Millions more have been driven from their homes.

Women are among the most vulnerable.  It has been called Africa’s first World War.  It
has gone unnoticed by many, but not by Lisa Shannon.  When she learned of the violence
targeting Congolese women three years ago, she started the grass-roots organization, Run
for Congo Women, which not only raises awareness through runs, walks, and hikes, but
also raises money to sponsor women of the Democratic Republic of Congo, in conjunction
with the organization Women for Women International.

Last weekend, Run for Congo Women had a 5K run/walk event on Roosevelt Island.  As
a resident I have run around the Island many times, enjoying the quiet and the views.  But
Run for Congo felt different:  I was inspired by seeing people come together to raise
awareness for women who live across the world.  As I ran, I felt that I was doing something
that would impact the life of another.  I ran with purpose.

Marianne Lau and Marc Diamond, longtime Islanders, felt the same.  Marianne said she
grieved after learning about the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  And when she heard that
similar crimes were being committed in the Democratic Republic of Congo by the same
Hutu extremists, she felt compelled to be a part of the run.  She got her husband on board
and together they ran for Congo women.

To learn more:  runforcongowomen.org / www.womenforwomen.org.

Run for Congo Women Draws
On- and Off-Island Participants

Lisa Shannon,
founder of the Congo
Run for Women, at
last weekend’s event
on the Island.

Photo: Misha Cohen



Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Have a happy and healthy school year.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Roosevelt Island
Got Dentist

Check Us Out On The Web
RooseveltIslandDentist.com

Lawrence Itskowitch D.D.S., P.C.

212-752-8722
CONVENIENT EVENING HOURS

DR. JAMES FLANNIGAN
Chiropractor for Children and Adults

507 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

212-688-4980
Fax 212-688-5659

By Appointment
Monday through Saturday

Some of the Dental Plans

we accept toward payment:

21st Century, Cigna,

Aetna, Prudential,

USHealthCare, Guardian

MetLife In-network participant

Delta Dental In-network participant

DHA/First Fortis In-network participant

I.C.S. In-network participatant

Treating U.N. mission & consulate members

Hammertoes
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ARE YOUR PARENTS

GETTING FRAILER?
DON�T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076
531 Main Street

~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network
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24 HOURS • 33-17 Broadway, Astoria • 24 HOURS

FREE DELIVERY

718-726-7474

FREE DELIVERY

718-726-7474

Breakfast Special Monday-Friday 7-11
Lunch Special $7.95 Monday-Thursday $8.95 Friday 11-3
Dinner Special $12.95 Monday-Thursday

Steak, Shrimp Stuffed with Crabmeat, Fish, Chicken & other
main course selections + soup/salad, potato & vegetable, dessert, coffee/tea

Weekends (Fri.-Sun.)
Full Brunch $9.95 including 2 drinks
Full Dinners (above) $14.95, or Leg of Lamb, Roast Turkey, & more choices

Full bar for your dining pleasure

Breakfast Special Monday-Friday 7-11
Lunch Special $7.95 Monday-Thursday $8.95 Friday 11-3
Dinner Special $12.95 Monday-Thursday

Steak, Shrimp Stuffed with Crabmeat, Fish, Chicken & other
main course selections + soup/salad, potato & vegetable, dessert, coffee/tea

Weekends (Fri.-Sun.)
Full Brunch $9.95 including 2 drinks
Full Dinners (above) $14.95, or Leg of Lamb, Roast Turkey, & more choices

Full bar for your dining pleasure

DAILY NEWS

29-14 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106

Open: 11:30 am - 11:00 pm

Please call 718.937.0002 Minimum Order $12

w w w . b a n g l a g a r d e n . c o m

F a s t  F o o d  F r e e  D e l i v e r y  t o  R o o s e v e l t  I s l a n d

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
Seymour Williams, MBA, CFP

599 Main Street, New York, NY 10044
Telephone: 212-644-8231

OFFERING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM GENWORTH FINANCIAL

RETIREMENT PLANNING
IRAs • 401 (k) Plans • Pension/Profit Sharing Plans • SEPs • Simple Plans

ESTATE PLANNING
Insurance Needs Analysis • Business Ownership Succession Plans •
Charitable Remainder Trusts

EDUCATION PLANNING
529 Plans • Coverdell Education IRAs

INSURANCE
Fixed and Variable Life Insurance • Disability Insurance •
Long Term Care Insurance • Fixed and Variable Annuities

INVESTMENTS
Mutual Funds • Stocks and Bonds • Fee-Based Asset Management Services

Investment and insurance products distributed by Genworth Financial Securities Corp., member NASD/SIPC
and a licensed insurance agency (dba Genworth Financial Securities and Insurance Services in CA); investment
advisory services are offered through Genworth Financial Advisers Corp., an SEC Registered Investment
Adviser.  Home office at 200 N. Martingale Rd, Schaumburg, IL 60173; Phone 888-528-2987. Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3

Closed Tuesday


