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Kahn’s FDR Memorial

Gets United Backing of
Lappin, Other Politicians

Politicians representing the Is-
land have endorsed the Louis
Kahn-designed FDR Memorial for
Southpoint Park.

Led by City Councilmember Jes-
sica Lappin,
they spoke late
last week at a 9 7
press confer-
ence staged in
the new Tram-

DAYS

to Island-wide

Scott Stringer.

With TV news cameras gathered,
Lappin said, “The time is now.
We’re finally building Southpoint
Park, and we should build the
beautiful FDR
Memorial
within it. Over
30 years have
passed since
Louis I. Kahn

way Plaza park F designed this
in Manhattan. baIIOtlng memorial. Yet,
They included | for residents’ RIOCBoard nominees | we still don’t
Congress- Next event: have a monu-
woman Carolyn Candidate Orientation ment here, or
X[s a lb? ne ge; Meeting gnyll}vhereYelie

semblymem in New York,
Micah Kellner, LI l\:jov. 8, 8{;m that  honors
City Council (see ad, page 7) President
Speaker Chris- Roosevelt in his

tine Quinn, Councilmembers
Jonathan Bing and Daniel
Garodnick, and Borough President

Briefly...

* RIOC President Steve Shane
suffered a heart attack last week.
He’s confined to home quarters
through next week.

* Subway diversion this week-
end: No Manhattan-bound service
until Monday at 5:00 a.m.

* Free flu shots for seniors are
scheduled for next Friday. See
page 3 to make an appointment.

* After reading a book about the
vessel, students at PS/IS 217 col-
lected $400 and have contributed
it to preservation of the historic
fireboat, the John J. Harvey.

home state.” Maloney described
Kahn’s design as “lyrical and pow-
erful.”

Lappin has secured $4.5 million
in City funds for the first phase of
Southpoint Park development, and
the State is supplying $8 million.
However, use of those funds is con-
centrated at the northern end of the
park, in a segment being designed
by the Trust for Public Lands
(TPL). No firm decision has been

See FDR Memorial, page 14

Housing

Rivercross Plans Departure
From Mitchell-Lama Without
Extension of Its Ground Lease

by Dick Lutz

A Rivercross committee preparing the way for the
building’s departure from New York State’s Mitchell-
Lama affordable housing program has announced that
it is ready to begin the process sooner rather than later.
A broad outline was presented last
weekend in meetings of the
building’s residents. “We were de-
termined,” said Committee Chair
Jay Jacobson, “to come to share-
holders with a report before reach-
ing the building’s 30th anniver-
sary,” which will be observed in
eight days.

The committee reported, in an
October 24 memo, that summer
meetings with the State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) seeking “a clear statement
of their policy needs in order to pro-
ceed with an extension of our
ground lease to 2068... did not pro-
duce any basis for an agreement”
on departure from Mitchell-Lama.
The memo continued, “Our build-
ing faces very real problems that
will not go away. To do nothing
and wait for a change of policy in
Albany does not seem to be a sensible way to pro-
ceed. Therefore, the committee has developed the
outline of a different plan to exit Mitchell-Lama... We
are still working on the details, but are prepared to
discuss the outline...”

The committee’s plan is to have Rivercross leave
Mitchell-Lama under the current ground lease, which
runs to 2028.

On Saturday, Jacobson told shareholders, “We
found very quickly, in meetings with RIOC and
DHCR, that while we are talking about our homes,
they are talking about housing, which are two very
different subjects.”

In the memo and in the Saturday sessions, mem-
bers of the privatization committee’s working group
told shareholders that three figures had to be known
before a plan could be devised: the cost of mortgage
interest; real-estate taxes; and ground rent charges.
They said that the need for those numbers has now
been satisfied — though not entirely as originally
hoped.

» The mortgage was taken private a year ago at
5.5%, satisfying the need to know the interest cost.

* The range of the possible payments in lieu of taxes

= 3

Candidates Lining Up for RIOC Board Seats

Six candidates (pictured below) have announced they intend to run for available seats on
the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC). Another
eight to twelve residents have indicated they’re considering joining the race, but haven’t

yet gone public.

Information on the balloting is available at nyc10044.com/RIOCelec and in previous
issues of The WIRE, also available on line at nyc10044.com. Voting will take place on Presi-
dential Primary Day, February 5, 2008.

The Island’s Halloween Parade
in color — pages 8 and 9

(PILOT) is now known, following a recent tax valu-
ation by the City. (PILOT payments go to New York
State, but are based on a building’s value that is de-
termined by the City.)

* Because the plan is to go forward under the cur-

- rent ground lease, the ground rent
cost is known through 2028.

An extension of the ground lease
was once considered a prerequisite
to securing a private mortgage.
(The term “privatization,” in fact,
refers to the mortgage, though in
general use it has come to encom-
pass formal departure from
Mitchell-Lama.) The conventional
wisdom was that no financial in-
stitution would grant a long-term
mortgage to a building that could
lose its land rights in 20 years. The
20-year mortgage arranged for
Rivercross opens the way, the com-
mittee said, to leaving Mitchell-
Lama control without first secur-
ing an extension of the ground
lease.

With the three cost figures in
hand, the committee will now work
out more details of a plan and
schedule a “sense of the building” vote soon, its mem-
bers said on Saturday. They will then employ expert
help to devise a formal plan, known as a prospectus.

As outlined so far, the draft plan calls for three key
elements:

» Continued affordability for tenant-shareholders
while maintaining the present corporate structure.

* Use of no outside “white knight” sponsors or out-
side stockholders.

» Keeping maintenance costs from being increased
by the privatization process.

Several steps of approval will be required, includ-
ing a vote of the shareholders and approval of the
plan by the State Attorney General. If all require-
ments are met and the building leaves State control,
apartment owners would then be in a position to sell
their apartments, bequeath them, or trade up or down
without the family-size or income restrictions that
govern Mitchell-Lama developments.

The “Flip Tax”

Apartments will be kept affordable for current resi-
dents through assessment of a transfer fee (often called
a “flip tax”) on the first sale of each apartment. The
committee said that the transfer fee will probably
amount to half of whatever portion of an apartment’s
sale price exceeds an owner’s investment. It estimated
that selling prices will exceed $400 per square foot.

(The numbers suggest that the average Rivercross
apartment would sell for $500,000 or slightly more,
yielding about $240,000 per sale in transfer fees.)

But the plan would mean that sellers need to find
buyers willing to hope that, sometime in the next 20
years, a State administration will grant a ground-lease

See Rivercross, page 6

Howard Polivy
Rivercross

Jonathan Kalkin
Manhattan Park

The February 5 voting is Island-wide, not building-specific. Each voter will vote for up to six, regardless of residence. Candidate residences are shown here for identification purposes only.

Frank Farance
Island House

Michael Carew
The Octagon

Jim Baehler
Rivercross

Fay Christian
Westview
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The Editorial Page

Squeak a Wheel Today

The MTA is asking riders to evaluate subway service.

This is Roosevelt Island’s chance to raise the MTA’s con-
sciousness about our inadequate rush-hour service — service
that leaves passengers waiting on the platform, sometimes as
multiple trains pass by, until space is available.

It’s not a simple problem, as The WIRE has reported from
time to time, but there’s every possibility that the MTA is hav-
ing trouble thinking outside the box, and a massive nudge can-
not hurt.

Go to this address on the web:
http://enterprise.mtanyct.info/survey/english/pick_station.asp?iLine=F

From there on, it’s simple. Choose Roosevelt Island as your
starting station, and click a few times to evaluate the service.
We call your attention to items 1, 2, and especially 3, which
has to do with Adequate room on board at rush hour.

Rider Report Card

Please grade each of these topics based on your experience

Rate your service on the subway Line Bullet ||Excellent |Pretty Good || Satisfactory [Not So Good |Unsatisfactory

Click on a Circle to mark your grade for each topic A B o] D F
Winimal delays during trips
Reasonable wait imes for trains

1

12

3 Adequate room on board at rush hour *
4 Sense of security in stations

5 Sense of security on trains
i
7
B

Working elevators and escalators in stations
Signs in stations that help riders find their way
Signs in subway cars that help riders find their way
@ Cleanliness of stations
10 Cleanliness of subway cars
11 Station announcements that are easy to hear
12 Station announcements that are informative
13 Train announcements that are easy to hear
14  Train announcements that are informative
15 Lack of graffiti in stations
16 Lack of graffiti in subway cars
17 Lack of scratchitti in subway cars
18 Courtesy and helpfulness of station personnel
19 Comfortable temperature in subway cars
20 Ease of use of subway turnstiles
21 Awailahility of MetroCard vending machines
22 Overall performance
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What three improvements in your ride do you most want?
From items 1 through 21 listed above, indicate the three areas you would most like to see improved

3 v H\ghestpnontyfor\mprovement*
2 v | Second highest priority for improvement
1 v | Third highest priority for improvement

You may also want to comment on item 6 — escalators.

At the bottom, there’s an opportunity to rank three areas
you'd like to see improved. For the overall health of the Is-
land, whether you ride at rush hour or not, we recommend you
make number 3 your first entry.
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Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the community, and to/from officials. Re-
quests for Name Withheld publication will be considered, but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anony-
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sent Alternatives: Typed copy left at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for
Fesettmg Clearly handwritten letters will be considered, if brief. We are not able to take
lephone dictation of letters. All letters are subject to acceptance and editing for length
and clarity. Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer letters will be considered if
their content merits the required space.

End of October:

1. Tram: After I returned from my birthday jaunt
to Scotland, the Board of Directors adopted a resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Board to pursue the

most expensive, and
Island. This forward-
looking action should
of bicycles by providing racks at the subway and the
Tram. Chaining to the fence is not acceptable. Bikes
the difficulty of accessing the very limited number of
spaces on Main Street. At the Operations Committee

presumably the best,

Tramway alternative

COI um n be a reliable mode for
the foreseeable future.

will be removed and brought to Public Safety, where
they may be reclaimed in exchange for accepting a
meeting, it was agreed that there will be an experi-
ment of strict enforcement, so vehicles without valid

for the future trans-

portation needs of the

residents of Roosevelt
There is a lot of work to be done, but the roadmap
has been set.

2. Bicycle racks: RIOC has tried to encourage use
summons. RIOC would much prefer never to do that.
Please use the bike racks.

3. Parking: There has been a great outcry about

permits will receive summonses. Handicapped car
parkers will first be given a warning if there is a prob-

hi lem with the dis-
played permit. If
not corrected
within two weeks,
summonses will be
issued.

4. Halloween:
The rain held off
long enough for the
ghosts and goblins
to march from
Blackwell House to
PS/IS 217, and a
good time was had
by all. The band did
not show.

i 5. Budget: As
ﬂ' 900055 . . projected in
Steve Shane, President RIOC’s capital
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation ~ budget, $6.4 mil-
e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com lion was received
from the Octagon developer. Will be gladly used for
the many infrastructue needs.

6. Finally, I write this week’s column from my hospi-

tal bed. I hope to be back the week of November 12.
[Sent from my BlackBerry wireless device.]

First things first: To RIOC President Steve Shane,
who we’ve learned suffered a heart attack earlier this
week, our best wishes for a speedy recovery. We know
you can handle the job; it must have been your recent
vacation that made you ill! If you would like to wish
Steve well, why not e-mail him at sshane@rioc.com?
I’m sure he would appreciate it.

Who Pays?

Solipsist that I am, I don’t usually comment on the
work of other correspondents in The WIRE. How-
ever, I would like to clarify one or two things from
the previous issue: In a letter to the editor, Helen
Chirivas wrote, regarding the Octagon express Red
Bus service, “A public, taxpayer-financed amenity...”
Not so, Helen. Once upon a time (actually, prior to
George Pataki’s three terms as Governor), Roosevelt
Island was subsidized by the State of New York to

the tune of $1.6 mil-

lion per year. Those

were tax-derived The
RIRA
Column

funds.  Governor
Pataki reduced this
subsidy to the RIOC
operating budget to
zero and, from that
day to this, RIOC has
functioned entirely on
Island-generated rev-
enue. This includes residential building ground leases,
commercial leases, Motorgate fees and revenues from
the Tram and Red Bus fare boxes; that’s where the
money comes from to run this Island. Sure, Island
organizations get funding from government and other
grants. Sure, New York State has money for capital
projects like Southpoint Park and the Tram. But we’re
talking about the operating funds that pay the sala-
ries of 105 RIOC employees, keep the Tram and the
buses running, fix the street lights (sometimes) and
the roadways, attend to the landscaping, and provide
amenities such as the recent Fall for Arts Festival.

And so, when you hear old-timers talking about how
“No taxation without representation” is still an issue
here, keep in mind that New York State sends pre-
cious few of our tax dollars back to this community,
and that the Governor runs the show here virtually
without community input. And that, dear friends, is
why we’re busting our tushies to offer you a choice
of candidates for the RIOC Board of Directors!

Bridges and Ecological Parks

Did you read the RIOC Column written by first-
time correspondent and RIOC VP Fernando Martinez?
I thought it was a fine effort, chock full of informa-
tion. A correction: Fernando stated that construction
started October 9 on the Roosevelt Island Bridge. Not
so. I’ve been updating the work on our bridge based
on Department of Transportation press releases for
over a year now, and the work actually started last
March with asbestos abatement. As I mentioned in
my October 6 column, the current work to remove
lead-based paint is just the next phase in a three-year
project to entirely renovate the bridge.

Here’s another nit to pick: In discussing seawall
repairs, Fernando identified a targeted area as “lo-
cated by the Octagon Ecological Park.” Huh? Has
anyone noticed anything that could be defined as an
ecological park in the vicinity of Octagon Apartments?
There’s a brand-new picnic area, but that’s not it. The
General Development Plan (GDP), written by archi-
tects Philip Johnson and John Burgee, requires the
construction of an Urban Ecological Center (not a
Park) in Octagon Park; in fact, no one has ever ex-
plained exactly what this is. Even after the Mayor
amended the GDP to include a residential develop-
ment on our parkland, this item was retained in the
document that is part of the Master Lease between

the City and the State. Perhaps, once we decide what
an Urban Ecological Center should contain, we should
build one. But until that day, I think it’s just confus-
ing to use the designation as a location marker.
Kahn Memorial in Southpoint Park

There was a press event on October 26 at which
several of our elected officials, including Congress-
woman Carolyn Maloney, City Councilmember Jes-
sica Lappin, Assemblymember Micah Kellner, Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn, Manhattan Borough
President Scott Stringer, and others endorsed the Louis
Kahn-designed memorial to Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. I was invited but declined, and I’d like to
tell you why, taking excerpts from a letter I sent to
our representatives:

* The RIRA Common Council has not voted in fa-
vor of, or against, the Kahn Memorial.

* [ have been opposed to this use of the southern-
most three acres of Southpoint Park for the better part
ofadecade. My neighbors have clearly indicated that
they want the
greenest, least for-
mal park that can
be built; the Kahn
plan for these three
acres combines
“pollarded” linden
trees, a manicured
lawn, and a con-
crete and stone
“mausoleum” at
the southern tip of
the Island that is
180° opposite of
this goal. No varia-
tions in the Kahn
plan may be per-
mitted and it is not
at all clear that
Louis Kahn, who
died 33 years ago,
would still approve
this plan for the 21st century.

* The survey taken by the Trust for Public Land
and made public in October 2004 found that most
users of the park favored the least “built-up” of the
three conceptual plans, the Wild Gardens/Green
Rooms plan, and specifically that, “The Roosevelt
Memorial had some supporters but mostly detractors;
people saw it as too much concrete.” The only de-
sign item that was more highly repudiated was a “com-
mercial crescent” to be imposed on the park. While
this survey has been criticized as being flawed (not
enough park users queried), it is the only survey com-
missioned by RIOC so far, and for elected officials to
support this project without the endorsement of the
“end users” of the park seems premature.

* RIOC has stated that, if FERI (Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute) has not raised the $40
million required for the project (and for which they
have had 33 years to raise the funds) by the end of
this year, the project would be scrapped. My last re-
port was that just over $5 million has been raised.
Whether RIOC will stand by its self-imposed dead-
line remains to be seen.

* When I spoke to NYC Parks Commissioner Adrian
Benape at the commissioning of the Manhattan Tram
Plaza, his take on the project was that the architec-
tural community would show up for the ribbon cut-
ting and never be seen again. Parks should be built
for the people who will use them.

Some proponents of the Kahn Memorial believe that
its construction will prevent anything else (residen-
tial? commercial?) from being built on this land, and

See RIRA Column, page 14

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net



COMING UP

— This Weekend —

Gallery RIVAA exhibit of recent works by
Beatrice Popoiu and loan Popoiu continues through
Nov. 11. Gallery hours: Sat.-Sun., 11:00-5:00;
Wed. and Fri., 6:00-9:00. >

— The Coming Week —

Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association, Sat., Nov. 3, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, spon-
sored by RIOC. Free Paper and art supplies provided. Future sessions
Nov. 10, Nov. 17.

Election Day, Tue., Nov. 6.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 7, 8:00
p-m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level). Meetings are
open to all, and begin with public access period for residents to address
the Council. (Future meeting Dec. 5.)

Candidate Orientation Meeting for those running (or considering
candidacy) for RIRA nomination to the RIOC Board of Directors, Thur.,
Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m., Westview lower community room, 625 Main Street.
For information: 212-593-7259.

Pastel Workshop — Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association, Sat., Nov. 10, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, spon-
sored by RIOC. Free. Paper and art supplies provided. Future session
Nov. 17.

— Future Weeks —

Toastmasters meeting, Mon., Nov. 12, 8:00 p.m., Westview lower
community room (625 Main St.). Visitors welcome.

Information: 347-615-7268.

Book Discussion — Pere Goriot by Honoré de Balzac, Thur., Nov.
15, 6:30 p.m., New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch. Books
available at library.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., Nov. 17. (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)
Advertising Deadlines: Ads in the
paper, Thur., Nov. 8; decision on
circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon.,
Nov. 12; they are due Thur.,
Nov. 15. Additional issues in
2007: Nov. 17; Dec. 1, 15. Issues
in 2008: Jan. 12, 26; Feb. 9, 23;
Mar. 15, 29; Apr. 19; May 3, 17, 31; June 14, 28; Aug. 2, 30; Sept. 13,
27; Oct. 11, 25; Now. 8, 22; Dec. 6, 20. News phone, 212-826-9055;
urgent matters, 917-617-0449. Phone for display and classified adver-
tising placement and information, 212-751-8214.

Merit Scholarship Examination for the Garden School, Sat., Nov.
17, 9:00 a.m., 33-16 79th St., Jackson Heights. Advance application
required; $40 fee. For information, call 718-335-6363 and/or sce
nyc10044.com/misc/GardenSchool.html.

Art Instruction by the Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association, Sat.,
Nov. 17, 11:00-2:00, Sportspark Art Studio, sponsored by RIOC. Free.
Paper and art supplies provided. (Final session.)

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

Toastmasters meeting, Mon., Nov., 26, 8:00 p.m. Visitors welcome.
For location and information: 917-691-8836.
RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thur., Nov.
29, 9:30 a.m., Good Shepherd Community Center. Ioc
Residents Association Common Council meeting,
Wed., Dec. 5, 8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community ﬂ.'r-ﬂ;m
Center (lower level). Meetings are public, and begin ! )
with a public access period for residents to present matters to the Coun-
cil.
Toastmasters meeting, Mon., Dec. 10, 8:00 p.m. Visitors welcome.
For location & information: 347-615-7268.

Senior Center

Monday
9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
5:45, Yoga

Tuesday

9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Tai Chi

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Atlantic City trip, Sat., Nov. 3
Stop ’n’ Shop, Wed., Nov. 7,
noon

Free Flu Shots, Fri., Nov. 9,
10:30-1:00 p.m. For appoint-
ment (required), call Paul at
212-860-4906

Movie trip, Why Did I Get
Married, Fri., Nov. 9

RISA General Meeting, Tue.,
Nov. 13, 7:00 p.m.

Atlantic City trip, Wed., Nov. 14

Trip to Kennedy Senior Center
in Harlem, Fri., Nov. 16

Annual Dinner, Sat., Nov. 17,

12:30, Movie 6:00 p.m.
Friday Green Acres Mall trip, Fri., Nov.
9:30, Yoga 23, 11:00 a.m.

9:45, 10:45, 12:30, Senior Swim
bus picks up at Good Shepherd
stop — transport to Sportspark.

1:00, Bridge

7:00, Games (RISA)

Aqueduct Race Track trip, Fri.,
Nov. 30, 11:00 a.m.

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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[ etters

It is encouraging to see that those in power are seriously considering
Roosevelt Island’s growing traffic problems and looking at several fac-
tors, i.€.,

» Upgrading of the existing Tram system

* Increasing frequency of the subway service
* Clearing Main Street for traffic

* Institute ferry/water taxi service

I have the following brief suggestions, which may be worth a second
look:

The Tram: Would it be worthwhile to reconsider a second location
in Northtown, which would not only increase the capacity but redistrib-
ute the utilization of the “surface transit” by giving residents the choice
between taking the northern Tram or the southern Tram?

At the same time, it would shorten commuting time in both directions
and reduce the congestion on Main Street. The above would get Octa-
gon residents and Coler-Goldwater employees and visitors, as well as
many in Manhattan Park, off Main Street during rush hours and shorten
commuting time for everyone.

A second location might also shorten the down-time of the Tram sys-
tem, while the longer lead time means that the East Side subway may be
close to completion by the time the Northtown Tram service will be
ready.

Main Street: Limit (by prior appointment) deliveries to Main Street,
including move-ins, during rush-hours and hours when school buses
descend on the Island. Also, consider eliminating the present Red Bus
fares in order to speed up the buses.

Mogens Petersen

To the Community:

It seems longer than only one month since the last sounds of live music
filled the air on Main Street on Friday and Saturday evenings. With the
collapse of the last music stand and the close of the last instrument case,
a worthwhile community experience, like our Roosevelt Island sum-
mer, came to an end.

Sponsored by Trellis Restaurant along with the greatly appreciated
encouragement of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, musi-
cians from all over the City and tri-state area shared their talents from
mid-July to mid-September, bringing out neighbors to share each other’s
company and good humor, not to mention a meal and music under the
stars. It became an opportunity for a single parent to enjoy a social
gathering with her children nearby, with safety and convenience. It
brought seniors out to enjoy the music they danced to when they were
young and courting. It welcomed new Island residents and sports fans
using our fields, and provided a great photo for The Roosevelt Island
Survival Kit brochure [available at the Tram station, Manhattan].

This was the brainchild of Kaie Razaghi of Trellis, with neither a cover
charge nor minimum.

I am a music industry executive producer by trade, and professional
musician and singer by heart and soul. As your neighbor for the last ten
years, it has been my pleasure to volunteer to contact the many musi-
cians and schedule this summer music series as a community service.

I want to thank all who enjoyed, supported, or were involved, espe-
cially Kaie Razaghi and his Trellis family, and the visionary Steve Shane
and the RIOC staff for responding so favorably to inquiries and requests.
To the many who signed petitions and wrote letters to reinstate this pro-
gram, | am appreciative of your support and the time you took to voice
your opinions in favor of reinstating this program. Thanks, too, to Pub-
lic Safety for its very important unseen role. To all the musicians and
performers who accepted the tenuous “weather permitting” conditions
of this gig, I am eternally grateful for your creativity and generosity. I
would like especially to acknowledge all those who personally came
out and enjoyed this program.

Claudia Koal
K2 Productions

To the Editor:

On September 26, glass was broken in my car while it was parked at
Motorgate.

The main office of the garage sent me a letter, in reply to my report of
the criminal mischief, denying me any compensation, saying that “rea-
sonable measures are taken to provide a safe and secure location” and
that “the garage is a ‘park at risk’ facility.”

There are no cameras on any floor except on the fourth, where they
are least needed, as that is where the garage personnel have their office.
No thief with a sound mind would dare to touch a car on that floor.

When one of the garage cleaning personnel was asked by a Roosevelt
Island security officer whether he notified his management or the Pub-
lic Safety office of the “breaking” when he discovered it that day, he
replied no and added that it seemed that another cleaning person whose
shift is before his must have swept the broken glass, partially. That
second maintenance guy did not report it to his management or to the
Public Safety office.

So I wonder what kind of “reasonable measures” are or have ever
been taken to make it safer to park in the garage.

I would like the whole Island to know what kind of risk they are tak-
ing by parking their cars at Motorgate, even though they pay good money
for that, and how irresponsible the garage management/owner is. All
that matters to them is money. They should install enough cameras on
all floors to minimize such unfortunate cases.

Also, I am sure there have been similar cases, if not worse, and cus-
tomers probably do not bother to claim anything, thinking it rarely hap-
pens. I am sure it takes place more frequently than one would think. On
September 27, I was informed by one of the garage employees that an-
other car was broken into and that, in the past, it has always taken place,
and so will in the future as long as there are no cameras installed.

Also, I would like the Public Safety office to release all such or simi-
lar cases to the public, to make them aware of the situation and make the
garage management/ownership accountable for their carelessness.

Fouad Bennani

To RIOC President Steve Shane:
[ was absolutely outraged to read
Jami Bernard’s report in the Octo-
ber 20 WIRE (nyc10044.com/wire/
2804/wire2804.pdf) about the ongo-
ing, systematic illegal parking
abuses by RIOC employees.

Further, the abuse that elected
RIRA representative Frank
Farance endured at the hands of
RIOC’s Public Safety employees
while compiling data — including
PSD officers turning their heads
and chastising him as Mr. Farance
was being threatened with assault
— is shocking, reprehensible, and
illegal. What is this, Tammany
Hall? This is a disgrace!

Your statement to The WIRE,
“PSD enforces DOT regulations,”
is clearly a willful dismissal of a
known condition (you were put on
notice several months ago), and
proof that you have no interest in
truly serving the 13,000 residents
of Roosevelt Island, but rather a
few dozen of its employees. 1urge
you to step down and resign as
RIOC president immediately, as
you clearly do not represent the
best interests of  this
neighborhood’s residents whom
you supposedly serve. I would also
call for the immediate resignation
of RIOC employees and Public
Safety Department heads Jim Fry
and Rene Bryan, as they are a dis-
grace to the term “Public Safety”
and their policies are in clear
breach of their duties to serve the
residents of this neighborhood.

This scandal is indicative of the
ongoing, self-serving, systemic
corruption that you’ve refused to
address.

Damon LaScot

To the Editor:

[ was reading Jami Bernard’s ar-
ticle this evening regarding the
blogs of Roosevelt Island and
wanted to address a single fact
stated in the article. I have never
posted a single flyer advertising my
blog on any lampposts. I have gen-
erally posted them on the poster
kiosks, the occasional bus shelter,
and on the structural columns lead-
ing up the stairs at the Manhattan
Tram plaza. I am not sure who Ms.
Bernard saw, but it was not me.

Overall, thank you for the article
about my and Rick’s blogging ef-
forts, as we both appreciate this
paper and see ourselves as an ex-
tension of resident-based efforts to
bring information and discussion
to Island residents.

Eric Schwartzman

Editor’s note: Reporter Jami Ber-
nard says “lamppost” was an error;
“kiosk” was intended.

To the Editor:

Could the RIOC Board explore
the possibility of using the pro-
posed Tramway funding to add a
Water Tram? It would be a ferry
running from the existing dock by
the subway station on Roosevelt Is-
land to the FDR drive at 63rd
Street, where there is an existing
walkway to York Avenue.

Something like this would give
Roosevelt Islanders the increased
commute capacity, which it needs
more and more, as well as provide
service when the Aerial Tramway
is down.

For Islanders commuting to the
Upper East Side hospitals, of
which there are many, it would of-
fer a very convenient trip!

Chris Enock

Letters deadline for November 17
issue: Tuesday, November 13
After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.
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Our Athletes Our Musicians Our Professors

The Kew-Forest School is a NYSAIS accredited, K-12, college
preparatory school in your community. We have been nurturing
future leaders since 1918. Please join us for our Open House on
Thurs. Nov. 15 from 6-8PM. Visit www.kewforest.org for details.

119-17 Union Tpke., Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143 Phone: (718) 268-4667 ext.125

You Don’t Have To Go Off The Island
To Find A Great Little Church!

Welcome to The Church of the Good Shepherd!

We are an Ecumenical Mission
of the Episcopal Church,

Please Come and Try Out Our
Friendly, Caring Community!

Worship is at 10:00 AM, with Child Care!
Coffee and Goodies Right After.
Sunday School: 9:30 AM
Youth Group: 11:30 AM

Call 917-297-8934 Lew Johnson, Vicar

7 Rooted in And Open To Many Traditions. | AV

We ‘are' in,your, nejghp_orhbod ready,to
ke you Anywhere, Anytime, Major Airports
—— » -

Tta

Reliable Lagu

AIRPORT Hewarys

transportation

Go

Gallery RIVAA

Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association
www.rivaa.com

invite
Friends and neighbors from Roosevelt Island

to
Photographs and beads from the Lady Volta Project

Wednesday, November 7, 7:00 p.m.
at Gallery RIVAA
527 Main Street

Information: Call 646.206.0881 or
e-mail cmilev@villageexchangeinternational.org
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-4 Lunch Special $7.95 Monday-Thursday $8. 95 Frlday 11-3
Dinner Special $12.95 Monday-Thursday
Steak, Shrimp Stuffed with Crabmeat, Fish, Chicken & other
main course selections + soup/salad, potato & vegetable, dessert, coffee/tea
Weekends (Fri.-Sun.)
Full Bruneh $9.95 ineluding 2 drinks
Full Dinners (above) $14.95, or Leg of Lamb, Roast Turkey, & more choices

'SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING
+ Friday, November 2 at 5:34 pm

« Friday, November 9 at 4:26 pm
« Friday, November 16 at 4:19 pm

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom
A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik
MNer Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh.

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the uni-
verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and
commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat.

EXLTCvaganza

Hair @eazg i 4 (i
1169 2ND AVE., ,NEW YORK, NY 10065 f (] I
(bet. 61st & 62nd Streets)
212-207-4343 - www.exhairdesign.com

SPECIALS

Shampoo & Blow Dry $30.00 Reg. Price $35.00 & Up
Shampoo, Cut & Blow Dry .. S$50.00  Reg. Price S65.00 & Up
$30.00 Reg. Price $35.00

OUR WALK IN SPECIALS

Single Process, Hi-Lights,
Hair Cut & Blow Dry $150.00 Reg. Price $215.00
Hi-Lights and Hair Cut $120.00 Reg. Price $130.00
Single Process, Cut & Blow Dry .... $90.00 Reg. Price $125.00 |
Single Process & Blow Dry $80.00 Reg. Price $95.00

Bring in this ad for Specials ”

Full bar for your dining pleasure

MAIN
STREET

?
& DANCE
ALLIANCE

BALLET - JAZZ - TAP -+ HIP-HOP
DANCE FITNESS -+« ACTING & DRAMA
BALLROOM < AEROPUMP
PILATES +* YOGA - QI GONG
MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP & MORE!

WORK-STUDY/SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

212-371-4449

548 MAIN STREET, ROOSEVELT ISLAND, NEW YORK 10044

. MST&DA programs are supported in part by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
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THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

would like to thank the following for helping us with our fundraiser

We extend our appreciation to Dolores Green
and the Roosevelt Island Senior Association.

We send our thanks to the Roosevelt Island merchants,
with special thanks to Irving Anderson and Seymour Williams.

We extend our appreciation to Assemblymember Micah Kellner

and his circle of friends.

We extend our appreciation to City Councilmember Inez Dickens
and the Martin Luther King Jr. Democratic Club.

We extend our special thanks to Marilyn Engstler and Thelma MacIntosh of
Manhattan Park Management.

We send our condolences to Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney
and her family on the recent passing of her mother.

Rivercross from page 1

extension. (Meantime, the committee is still trying, its mem-
bers say, with the current administration.) It is widely con-
sidered virtually impossible for the State not to grant a
ground-lease extension eventually, since the alternative
would mean residents would be forced from their homes on
the day the lease runs out. Nonetheless, there would prob-
ably be a cost — in the form of a selling-price discount — for
the “hope factor,” until the extension is granted.
The State’s Position

The plan puts Rivercross at odds with the policy of DHCR
under Commissioner Deborah VanAmerongen, which is to
avoid any further loss of the State’s affordable housing stock.
There has been a rush to exit Mitchell-Lama, with loss of a
significant percentage of affordable units, in the years fol-
lowing expiration of the waiting periods for the buildings
constructed under the plan. No State affordable-housing
program has been put in place to renew the supply.

In a conversation with The WIRE late last week, RIOC
President Steve Shane said that the basis for DHCR deny-
ing Rivercross exit from Mitchell-Lama could be provisions
of the Island’s General Development Plan (GDP), which
specifies the percentages of affordable housing required in
Northtown, which consists of the “WIRE” buildings
(Westview, Island House, Rivercross, Eastwood). The GDP
is appended to the lease under which New York State is devel-
oping Roosevelt Island, which is owned by New York City.

“What they’re going to do and how they would propose
to do it, I don’t know,” Shane said. “As for the legalities,
they have a row to hoe... getting through DHCR. DHCR
isn’t without any discretion in fashioning the exit plan. There
is a routine — hearings and publication of facts and so on.
It’s a public process to make sure that the interests of ev-
erybody are heard, if not protected. DHCR has a statutory
obligation to accept the application... Whether they will
have to act on it, with respect to Roosevelt Island and the
GDP, is an issue that hangs out there because if [the plan]
does not further the purposes of affordable housing and is
not in compliance with the GDP, DHCR may take the posi-
tion — as they have with regard to other land-use covenants
— that they’re not eligible to remove themselves from
Mitchell-Lama. That’s happened before and they’ve pre-
vailed.”

Commissioner VanAmerongen, Shane said, “is looking
for reasons not to let people out. Preservation [of afford-
able housing units] is what the [State administration’s] pro-
gram is about. It is a high priority to preserve that inven-
tory of housing wherever possible, because it’s irreplace-
able. It justis.”

Shane added, “You’ve got to remember — the GDP says
that the Island’s housing is supposed to have 25% low/mod-

erate income, 35% middle income as defined in Mitchell-
Lama, and 40% market rate. So those are the parameters
within which we are trying to operate.” (Provisions speci-
fied in the GDP, as amended in 1990, are: 20% for those
eligible for Federally assisted public housing; 20% for those
eligible to benefit from interest-reduction payments under
the National Housing Act; 35% for those eligible for lim-
ited-profit housing financed under Mitchell-Lama; and 25%
market rate.)

There is a clear conflict between the Mitchell-Lama law,
which allows buildings to exit the program after 20 years,
and the GDP. If Rivercross exits Mitchell-Lama and the
cost of housing there goes up, the Northtown percentages
called for in the GDP would be “broken.” However, those
percentages are already strained by the fact that Eastwood
has departed from Mitchell-Lama and, while subsidies from
Section 8 “sticky” vouchers make the building affordable
for most current occupants, when they leave, the apartments
become market-rate rentals. Because Eastwood contains
nearly half of the apartments whose percentages, in the ag-
gregate, are specified in the GDP, the GDP’s percentages
were effectively violated when the Pataki administration
allowed Eastwood to exit Mitchell-Lama.

Nonetheless, the Spitzer administration intends to hold
the line, albeit a receding line by virtue of the Eastwood
arrangements. “Selling [Rivercross apartments] at high
prices would inevitably drag in people who wouldn’t qualify
as a moderate-income population,” Shane said. “Somebody
who can afford to buy a place for $1.5 million or $2 mil-
lion, even if the monthly maintenance were zero, doesn’t
do anything for you. If they are earning what everybody
would recognize as multiples of the reasonable limit for the
populations that are recognized as moderate-income, they’re
not eligible.”

The Rivercross committee plans to have the building go
forward in the apparent belief that it will eventually suc-
ceed, possibly through negotiation, or possibly through le-
gal action. The departure schedule imposed by the Mitchell-
Lama law may allow adequate time to reach some form of
agreement that will avoid litigation. Among other things,
DHCR has a 180-day period, once the intended departure is
announced, to raise questions and require submission of ad-
ditional information.

Committee Chair Jay Jacobson’s letter to Rivercross share-
holders said that politicians representing the Island have
expressed support for its departure from Mitchell-Lama. The
basis has been an argument that funds must be raised for
needed repairs and rehabilitation of the 30-year-old build-
ing, and that such funds cannot be raised through increases
in monthly maintenance charges. In addition to providing
the funds to keep apartments affordable for shareholders

who stay, proceeds of the “flip tax” will also be used to fix
up the building. Just how much fix-up will be possible will
depend on flip-tax collections, which, in turn, will depend
on the rate of sales and actual, rather than projected, selling
prices. The committee said last Saturday that its calcula-
tions have been based on very conservative assumptions
about how many shareholders will sell their apartments year
to year. But a plan to improve the building’s energy effi-
ciency, including the electric heating system, will probably
have to be deferred, they said.

In response to the contention that Rivercross (and Island
House and Westview) need a source of funds to rehabilitate
the buildings, Shane said, “We are in a position and have
talked about, with HFA [the Housing Finance Agency], pro-
grams to help people with deferred maintenance.”

Once that problem is resolved, Shane said, referring to
the current owner of Island House and Westview, “The [only]
issue that remains is the need of the Lucidos of this world
to walk out of here with a big pot of money and — in the
case of Rivercross — the people who would like to move out
and go to Florida or Arizona with a big pot of money.” That,
he has said in the past, is “just not going to happen.”

Rivercross has worked toward some form of privatization
plan for over ten years. Work being done now is pursuant
to a 1996 vote in which shareholders authorized explora-
tions toward developing a privatization plan. During the
decade since that vote, various attempts have been mounted
to create a workable plan. One member of the committee,
Steve Meed, told shareholders that he is optimistic about
the current approach. Because of the arrangement for the
private mortgage, credited to committee member Sanjeev
Tandon, the building is closer than it has been in the past.

Last Saturday, Jacobson tried to preserve hope that
negoiation will produce an agreement with DHCR and
RIOC. “I can’t predict what DHCR or RIOC will do, or
what plans either of them may have in mind in response to
our effort to exercise the rights we have under the Mitchell-
Lama law to convert to a conventional New York coopera-
tive,” he said. “But our Committee stands ready to discuss,
with any State official, any aspect of the Rivercross Plan
that any of them would like to raise with us, and to be re-
sponsible and imaginative in trying to meet the public policy
issues that come up in those discussions.”

Island House and Westview are also trying to work out
plans for departure from Mitchell-Lama. Shane commented
late last week that he hasn’t had as many visits recently
from representatives of the three buildings as earlier. The
three committees have actually focused their recent efforts
on DHCR, according to their members; they appear to re-
main optimistic, though no material progress has been re-
ported publicly.
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...like your future depends on it.

Because it does.

Your future on Roosevelt Island, that is — and the future of all your neighbors. On February 5,
Islanders will go to the polls to vote, selecting your Residents Association’s nominees
to the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).

Want a direct say in the shape of this community’s future? Get started November 8, at
an orientation session for candidates. You’ll find it valuable — even if you’re not sure about running.

This is something you’ll want to do.
For yourself.
For your community.
For the future.

— Candidate Orientation Meeting —
Thursday, November 8, 8:00 p.m. sharp

Westview lower community room (625 Main St.)

More information: 212 593-7259 or nyc10044.com/RIOCelec
Nomination forms accepted through January 18 at the Public Safety office

S e b e S t i a N 0 | S « Friday, November 2 at 5:34 pm
P i Z Z e r i a « Friday, November 9 at 4:26 pm

« Friday, November 16 at 4:19 pm

Taste our pizza and you'll know it's made with great love and tradition! Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom
Light, crispy, savory crust topped with our own special pizza sauce made usinga | A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik

- . . Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh.
75-year-old Sicilian family recipe and the finest quality mozzarella. Ee e e )
Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the uni- |

THE TASTE OF SICILY IN EVERY BITE! verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and

commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat.

— WE DELIVER —
32-30 34th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 * 718.706.7141

OPEN MON.-SAT. 11AM-10PM, SUNDAY 12-9PM

an Hfile\fi Z(

Dana Levy 917-912-0704 Fast Ij'_ooq__lfree Delivery .to I__Kipp_se_xgl} Islan____‘q_

on the Island h o

e

P);ea;selca// 71 8 . 93 7. 0002 M/n/mum ‘Ord-er $12

Sales & Service License #730671

Est. 1961 ‘ H RI S TV Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more... Bangla Garden
. . ) Restaurant & Party Hall
Free Estimates in Shop. Mon.-Fri. 9-7 29-14 36t Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106

Sat. 9-6

Free PiClﬁ%PHgsnag”gg%ingh Repair 71 8'392'7444 1T AV, Open: 11:30 am - 11:00 pm

All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106 www.banglagarden.com
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the Rain — And the Rain Stopped!
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Last Saturday Despite
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Color publication of

The Main Street WIRE'’s
Halloween Parade coverage
: is made possible

by Urban American

More Halloween Phofos
on Website NYC10044
at nyc10044.com
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Choose a powerful team for all your real
estate and home financing needs.

CoLDWELL
BANKER O

HUNT KENNEDY

Robert Shapiro

Private Mortgage Banker
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
212-805-1010

Joyce Mincheff
Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident
Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy

917-517-8572

Real Estate Information:
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Hunt
Kennedy. All rights reserved.

vvvvvvvvvvv

Financing Information:

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division

of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells

Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.

#43216 12/06-3/07 LENDER

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to
— vour liking. Catering for all occasions.

~ - -

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) 2]
609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F1]

Keys Made
24-Hour Service

oo ASTORIA |
Visa LOCI{ & SM E i
7182780056
877'NYCKEYS

24-Hour Emergency Service

Medeco

MasterCard 32-10 Broadway
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL - AUTOMOTIVE

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

e o e Family Special ¢ ¢ ¢
Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
2-liter Pepsi — $15
Cheese Pie: Large $12, Medium $10

Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971

Buy 2 pies, — FREE DELIVERY 3-9 PM-
Get e 718-278-5262
€pst 30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Cashmere
Hats and Scarves

Hand-Knit to Order by

Mary Lou
Hats $75 and up * Scarves $200 and up

To Order:
Contact mlknits@nyc.rr.com

212 753-2506

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
Seymour Williams, MBA, CFP
599 Main Street, New York, NY 10044

Telephone: 212-644-8231
OFFERING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM GENWORTH FINANCIAL

RETIREMENT PLANNING

IRAs + 401 (k) Plans ¢ Pension/Profit Sharing Plans ¢ SEPs ¢ Simple Plans
ESTATE PLANNING

Insurance Needs Analysis ¢ Business Ownership Succession Plans ¢

Charitable Remainder Trusts
EDUCATION PLANNING

529 Plans « Coverdell Education IRAs
INSURANCE

Fixed and Variable Life Insurance ¢ Disability Insurance ¢

Long Term Care Insurance * Fixed and Variable Annuities
INVESTMENTS

Mutual Funds « Stocks and Bonds * Fee-Based Asset Management Services
Investment and insurance products distributed by Genworth Financial Securities Corp., member NASD/SIPC
and a licensed insurance agency (dba Genworth Financial Securities and Insurance Services in CA); investment

advisory services are offered through Genworth Financial Advisers Corp., an SEC Registered Investment
Adviser. Home office at 200 N. Martingale Rd, Schaumburg, IL 60173; Phone 888-528-2987.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

Running the Marathon?
Have a friend take a photo.

Send it to The WIRE and let us
know how you ran!

Parents
Looking for a School for your
Child?
Dr. Gina Lipton, Licensed Psychologist

and former Admissions Director, can help you navigate the
independent (private) school admissions process

* Learn how the process works

* Identify schools that will “fit” your child

* Maximize your chances of receiving financial aid

* Learn how to complete applications and
manage interview questions effectively

Individual sessions conducted on Roosevelt Island; Affordable rates.
One to three sessions can “demystify” the process, reduce anxiety,
and enable parents to make the best educational decisions for their children.

For more information or to schedule an appointment,
contact Island resident Dr. Gina Lipton 212-479-8422.
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Independent and accredited

by Middle States

Small classes

Nursery Program from age 2

College preparatory & co-ed

Intensive college counseling

Family conferences

Renovated gymnasium

New playground

Open House Computer and science labs,
& dance studio and arts center

Merit Schol arship Most faculty members hold
advanced degrees
Exam

Affordable tuition
Sat. November 17th Flexible payment plans
9:00 am to Noon

Garden School

Founded in 1923
33-16 79th Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11372

718-335-6363

Election!

You hear the buzz these days in
Trellis... An election coming, in
which the community will choose
nominees for the RIOC Board.
Trellis salutes those who treasure

English Language Academy

“At Garden School, we

will know your child, and

we will teach your child. For 80
years, learning has been our

our community — strongly enough
that they see a role for themselves

first priority, and we have edu-
cated generations of children in

a safe, nurturing environment.”
Richard Marotta, PhD
Headmaster

Recent Garden School graduates have

attended Barnard, Cornell, CUNY, Dartmouth,

U of Delaware, Haverford, Ithaca, Iona, Manhattanville, NYU, Ohio State,
Penn State, Skidmore, SUNY, Tufts, and Union, as well as many other colleges
and universities.

THE GROG SHOP

H 605 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

We M
| specialize |
Fdl /N in
| wines
from

all
nations

Free Delivery (minimum $15)
212-838-5822

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3
Closed Tuesday

in its future governance. We have
a role, too, and we’re proud to be
your neighborhood eatery.

See you at Trellis. Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-tune Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available » Hlome visits

» Wills, Trusts, & Estates
» Real Estate: Closings
* Business Law

* Divorce & Family Law
*» Personal Injury Law
* Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
110 Wall Street. 11th Floor
New York. NY 10005-3817

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available — Use What You Have

f~urniture
Upholstery, Shpcovers
!'.IAi,"?:ﬂ//pmpor’ éf—f L abric
Corpot Ee Area [Qoge
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No jol) too small

Morning and full-day programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years
Subsidized full-day Pre-K
Extended-day to 6:00 p.m.

Accredited by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children

Financial aid available

For more information, call 212-593-0750
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Peter Yarrow Stars

in a Fundraiser for

Island-Based Orphans International
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Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary) hosted a
fundraiser for Orphans International at his West
Side home Tuesday night, and invited
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
President (and folksinger-guitarist) Matthew
Katz to join him in a couple of numbers. Behind
Katz is Ol Founder and Eastwood resident Jim
Luce (wearing a tie).

Trying the American Idol Thing, Islander
Gets a Reject, and Renewed Determination

by Amber Kalamaras

For six seasons, millions have watched. Thousands
have auditioned. But only one will make it to the top.

The popular Fox Network television show has be-
come a staple in many homes across America. View-
ers are enthralled by the talented and not-so-talented.
Who will soar to the top and who will be sent home?

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, this ... is ... American
1dol, the show that provides an opportunity for young
talents to be discovered. And that’s
just the kind of opportunity young
Blair Madison was looking for.

Madison, 16, began singing at a
young age. “But it wasn’t until
sixth grade, when I sang Happy
Birthday to myself, that I realized
I wanted to sing professionally,”
she said recently when describing
her Idol experience for The WIRE.
She had already developed a love for
writing poetry, and wanted to com-
bine that with her singing skills.

The longtime Roosevelt Island
resident has performed at numer-
ous events and venues throughout
the City. Realizing she met the
American Idol age requirement, it ¥
was time to see if she could take .
her career up a notch. Blair M

p

Unfortunately for Madison, the producers decided
to focus on smaller cities for season 7. No auditions
were held in Los Angeles or New York. But that didn’t
stop the young singer. She began her journey in late
August with her mother and aunt to Philadelphia — site
of the last round of auditions. This was her only shot.

On August 27, Madison stood with thousands of
other dedicated hopefuls outside Wachovia Center.
When asked if she was nervous, she says, “Not at
all,” rather calmly. “We waited for six to eight hours,
but the time just flew by.”

Then it was time. She was in a stadium full of
people, before one judge, and this was her chance to
shine. Madison was prepared to sing Listen by one
of her favorite vocalists, Beyoncé. “They lined us up
and gave us about 30 seconds to sing. The judge said
my voice wasn’t strong enough and that was it.

“I cried when I didn’t make it and wanted to scream
at the judge, but you can let it make or break you.”

Showing great confidence, she adds, “I won’t let it
break me because everything happens for a reason,
and it was definitely a good learning experience.”

She seems to be taking the whole experience in
stride. In fact, she seems somewhat relieved. “I think
American Idol is a good opportunity, but I don’t like
how they push your career in a certain direction,” says
Madison. “I want to work hard and do the struggle;
after all, when I make it big, [ need
a story for THS.” (“THS” refers to
True Hollywood Story, a program
on the E! Entertainment channel.)

In order to make it “big,” Madi-
son feels she needs to focus on the
content of her music. “I don’t want
to be like everyone else,” she says.
“I want to be influential and sing
about political issues and frustra-
tions. I will never sing about any-
thing that I haven’t personally gone
through.” She also admits that
she’s a very emotional person and
hopes to influence others by letting
them see her vulnerabilities.

Although she’s very clear about
the direction of her career, Madison
admits to relying on her personal sup-
port group. “My mom is so support-
ive, it’s annoying. We argue a lot, but it’s because she
cares way too much, and she really is one of my closest
friends.”

Until the next big opportunity presents itself, Madi-
son will continue attending classes at the Lower Man-
hattan Arts Academy. Like many other teenagers, she
admits to getting bored in school and wishes she could
focus more on her singing career. But at 16, she real-
izes the importance of a good education.

As for future plans, she hopes to write a book and
prepare a demo recording. If American Idol decides
to hold auditions in New York next year, she will defi-
nitely try again, but doesn’t plan to travel to another
city. This was just the first year for Blair Madison
and, according to American Idol requirements, she’s
eligible until she’s 28.

This is only the beginning for her, and she’s confi-
dent but impatient: “I don’t doubt I will be success-
ful, I just want it to happen already.”

adison

Island Women Have New Children’s Book

by Gianna Pontecorboli

Along, long time ago, way before Japanese videogames and YouTube,
heroines of children’s books resembled Vannah, the heroine of Jennifer
Toussaint-Cali and Nathalie Essomba’s new book. In Meet Vannah of
the Seychelles, Vannah is a happy child of seven. She has a mother who
spends quality time with her, an affectionate and helping big brother,
and a hard-working father. She
lives in a simple and beautiful
world, the Seychelle Islands, where
she and her large extended family
of uncles, aunts, and cousins enjoy
a diverse culture and a rich natural
setting. Vannah watches little TV
and has no computer, but she loves
to work in the garden with her
mother, admires her teachers, and
is ready to hug her classmates when
they are sad. She’d almost be per-
fect, if she did not repeatedly af-
firm her love for American junk
food.

Certainly not by chance, Vannah
was born on Roosevelt Island, an
Island far away from the
Seychelles, but where families have always tried to give to their chil-
dren something valuable and different. “Our goal was to offer an inspi-
ration to the kids and to their families,” says Jennifer Toussaint-Cali,
“something you can read to your children at bedtime.” Jennifer was
born in the Seychelles but left in 1976, going first to Italy and then to
New York. She now goes back for a visit every year, and Vannah por-
trays her real niece.

But for Jennifer, and for Nathalie, a New Yorker whose mother is
from Cameroon, the book is only the first step in an ambitious program.
They have started their
own company to create in-
spirational products for
kids age 4 and older. With
the help of Stacey Byer, a
graphic designer who lives
in Grenada, they have al-
ready produced six differ-
ent posters, the latest in-
spired by the Ten Com-
mandments. Meet Vannah
is to be followed by seven
more books.

“It took us more than six

““ months to write the first
text, but now we are faster,” says Nathalie. “Our next books will de-
scribe a girl from the Dominican Republic and one from the United
States.”

Vannah is on sale at Target and on Amazon.com, and on Roosevelt
Island at the We Are One boutique (599 Main Street).

“The Island is very supportive.” says Jennifer. “In just one day we
sold 15 copies at the Art Fair. One lady from Rivercross bought four
copies. It gave us the courage to go to Harlem and to Brooklyn.”

Island Kids to Help Parents With
The School Selection Challenge

Island Kids, Inc., has decided to
help parents tackle the problem of
selecting schools and getting their
children into them.

“It can be confusing and anxi-
ety-provoking,” says Dr. Gina
Lipton, an Islander who is a psy-
chologist and former admissions
director at a private school. She
will lead the Island Kids course.

Wedding:
Gilbert-Samstag

Islanders Leila Gilbert and Martin
Samstag were wed October 21 in
the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, with Vicar Lewis
Johnson officiating. The bride is
a playwright. The groom is a
singer/entertainer.

“It’s particularly true for Island
residents who aren’t from this area
and face a maze of school choices.”

Lipton said many parents auto-
matically exclude private schools,
believing tuition costs are out of
reach. “But many schools in
Queens have lower tuitions, and fi-
nancial aid is often available.”

Lipton’s program with Island
Kids will kick off Wednesday,
November 28, at 7:00 p.m. with a
presentation by Kew Forest
School, which is six F-train stops
from Roosevelt Island in Forest
Hills, Queens. The program will
cover the school’s academic cur-
riculum, social environment, and
extracurricular activities. Parents
of current students will be on hand,
as well as the school’s administra-
tive staff.

Through the fall, other private
schools will visit the Island to
make presentations, and the pro-
gram will eventually expand to in-
clude support for parents explor-
ing alternative public school op-
tions.

Lipton also offers individual
guidance sessions to parents: de-
veloping a list of appropriate
schools for a child, completing
applications, maximizing chances
for financial aid, and understand-
ing the overall process.

Additional information is avail-
able from Island Kids at
212-317-0216 or Dr. Gina Lipton
at 212-479-8422.
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What Do RIOC Board Members Do, Exactly?

by David Kraut
Resident Member, RIOC Board of Directors

The WIRE has asked several experienced current and
former resident members of the RIOC Board to write about
what it’s like to serve, with the hope that these thoughts will
inform both potential candidates and voters as the Island
approaches the February 5 election in which voters will se-
lect six nominees to the Board.

For the past few months I have been losing not a little
sleep over the City’s plan to move Coler and Goldwater
hospitals off-Island and use the land for residential purposes.

What I’m worried about is, how are we going to get a few
thousand additional residents on and off the Island every
day for work or school, when the current transportation is
straining at its limits? We have two new buildings going
up, another that’s built but not fully occupied, and we’re
committed to adding three more on the east side of Main
Street. The MTA is seeking funds to extend the rush-hour
service period on the F train, but this will only help those
whose schedules are flexible.

We’re working to upgrade Tram service, and we can ex-
tend our rush-hour service period, but that still benefits only
those Islanders whose schedules are adaptable.

There is talk of ferry service, but that will serve only a
few hundred Islanders a day at best, and is expensive, and
only carries you to the edge of Manhattan in various places,
not to your work or school.

So what are we going to do?

One answer is to build a station accessing the 53rd St.
subway tunnel that crosses deep below the Island, carrying
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the V and E trains to Queens... in the area of Southpoint
Park.

This is totally unacceptable, especially to me. Five or six
years ago I dragged the entire RIOC executive staff, Board,
and DHCR people down there on a nice spring day, and
smarter people than myself were quick to grasp the area’s
potential, and smarter people than myself have taken it from
there. Government at various levels has committed large
sums to developing Southpoint Park, and plans are reach-
ing fruition. To even consider a subway station in Southpoint
Park is intolerable.

But the station doesn’t have to be in the park. You could
slant the escalators up to the north, just as the current F
train station escalators slant up to the west. That would put
the subway platform under the park, but the actual station
entrance would be at the very northern edge of the park, or
even further north in the vicinity of the Goldwater Hospital
auditorium.

Wouldn’t it?

Why am I telling you this? Because by the time any of
this happens I may very well be off the RIOC Board of
Directors, replaced by one of you.

In the meantime, it’s fun to think about. And also, it must
be thought about. And it’s my job as a member of the cur-
rent Board to be doing this thinking.

Whatever we come up with, some of you will be angry,
but that’s okay: it comes with the territory, and besides, 1
asked for it. Iran for the RIRA presidency in 1992 on the
specific platform that the Governor should keep a promise
implied in the RIOC enabling legislation — but not written
into the law — that the RIRA President, or some high-level
RIRA officer, should always have a seat on the RIOC Board
of Directors.

That “promise” was kept only irregularly at best. I think
one or two of my predecessors were allowed to sit on the
Board, one of my successors has been appointed, and his
successors didn’t even try to get on.

There was a cartoon on the front page of The WIRE show-
ing Mario Cuomo attempting to hold me off with a whip
and a chair.

Well, Governor Cuomo went away and guess what, I was
still here, and for 12 years of the Pataki administration I,
and later my colleague Pat Stewart, were the only people
on the RIOC Board whom the voters of Roosevelt Island
had actually suggested were fit for the job. There may have
been others who were more fit, but they weren’t interested

in “running” for a seat.

One good thing that happened along the way was a modi-
fication to the RIOC legislation that mandated a majority of
Roosevelt Island residents on the Board. We have some
pretty good people on the Board right now, even if they
were directly asked to volunteer to serve by some manifes-
tation of the powers that be, and not elected by the commu-
nity.

But now we seem to have a real “promise” that the Spitzer
administration will at least consider Board candidates actu-
ally elected from the Island. And the Maple Tree Group is
sponsoring an election process to be held on Primary Day.
I’ve asked over 50 people if they would consider running
for one of these seats, and a few of them said they’d think
about it.

I don’t blame the others. It’s tough to be a Board mem-
ber. First, it takes a certain amount of time, although less
than you’d think

Second, it involves real responsibility, not just “having
strong opinions.” Right now, for instance, the current
Southpoint Park design (and budget) covers only half of
the dedicated lands. The very southernmost point on the
Island is to have some sort of FDR memorial on it and that
will be very large or it will not, and it will fit into the rest of
the Park’s master plan or it will not, and that’s going to be a
great argument.

There are three more Southtown buildings scheduled to
go up. And that has to be properly handled to bring maxi-
mum return to the Island without allowing the buildings to
get out of scale.

We have a Tram to rebuild.

We have seawall to repair and rebuild.

Main Street must be rebuilt.

We have recurring problems with
street lights.

In the meantime, RIOC staff must
be able to go on about the worka-
day business of sweeping the streets,
mowing the lawns, watering the
flowers (and replanting seasonally),
raking the leaves, plowing the snow,
emptying the trash cans, operating
the AVAC system, keeping the drains
and sewers running clear, painting
the benches and mending the fences,
and providing a high level of street
security and first-response to certain
kinds of emergencies ... all super-
vised by a highly-competent profes-
sional executive service that is itself
overseen by the Board.

Lots of it is routine. Lots of it in-
volves great change... and no change
happens on Roosevelt Island with-
out people becoming worried about its effect on their lives,
which leads them to be nervous, which leads them to be
extremely critical, and that’s the third thing.

But who can blame them? Change worries us all, and I
myself had plenty to say in opposition to Northtown Phase
II... or Manhattan Park.

But then Manhattan Park got built and it’s a nice project
and there are very nice people living there and some of them
are friends of mine.

e

David Kraut, at the October 18 meeting of RIOC Directors.
He is the longest-serving member of the Board.

But there were plenty of Manhattan Park residents
hollering at me and participating in lawsuits against RIOC
to prevent Southtown being built. And Octagon. And now
here are residents of those projects sitting in councils and
committees side-by-side with the people who sued to keep
them off the Island.

Well, people get used to change after it occurs, and as a
RIOC Board Member you will have to have the courage
and the thickness of skin required to do what is best or what
is necessary or what is possible (often very different things)
regardless of how much your neighbors are yelling at you.

So who have I been asking to consider running?

Well, they’re all known to me as people with fine minds,
good hearts, and a strong ethic. They don’t always agree
with my thinking about this Island, or feel as I do, or share
my own personal ethic, but that’s not the point. We want
people of good heart, good soul, and good mind. A vision
helps too, I suppose. At least people will ask you for yours
if you decide to run. But it will be bound to change once
you’re aboard and taking responsibility. And it will be real,
actual, legal responsibility, bound round by law and the sci-
ence of what’s possible, or what can be made to be pos-
sible.

One of you, reading this, might end up with my seat. And
then you’ll get to sit up late, wondering how the hell a few
thousand new neighbors, mandated by the City, are going
to get to work in the morning.

I love it, and I’ll do it as long as anybody wants me to.
But maybe I’1l be replaced by one of you.

RIOC to Step Up Its Parking Enforcement

by Jami Bernard

President Steve Shane of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC) has announced that Pub-
lic Safety will now be required to en-
force Department of Transportation
(DOT) guidelines (see The RIOC Col-
umn, page 2). Shane made the an-
nouncement late last week at a meet-
ing of the RIOC Operations Commit-
tee. It followed a spirited discussion
of the unique problems inherent in
Roosevelt Island’s parking situation,
where there is one spot for approxi-
mately every 1000 residents.

Under the ticketing policy that has
left residents fuming, cars that bear
official-looking placards in their wind-
shields — not just for police and
firefighters, but for such agencies as
OTB (Off-Track Betting) and Rikers
Island corrections — were given a free
pass by Public Safety officers, even
when those cars remained parked for
months at a time, because of what
Shane referred to as “social policy.”

The issue of selective ticketing,
which has long rankled the
community’s drivers, came to a head
after a report in the October 20 issue
of The WIRE describing the efforts of
Residents Association Common Coun-

cil member Frank Farance to document
what he perceived as a double standard
in the issuing of parking citations.
Farance took thousands of photos of
unticketed cars, including those with
long-expired registrations and placards
that were essentially hand-made card-
board signs.

“There’s no argument that when
people are parked illegally, having a
placard from a precinct from some-
where in the Bronx doesn’t entitle
someone to park on your streets,” said
Shane at last Friday’s meeting.

Shane described this as “a problem
all over the City of New York — people
who have placards of various police de-
partments, fire departments, which give
them as a matter of grace, all over the
City of New York, parking privileges
where they probably oughtn’t be
parked. So if you want to make the de-
cision and direct us (RIOC) to be strict
enforcers with respect to that, that’s
something that we can certainly do.”

And that is precisely what the Op-
erations Committee, chaired by Mark
Ponton, asked Shane to do in last
week’s meeting.

“You want strict enforcement? We’ll
have strict enforcement,” concluded
Shane, adding that he would begin no-

tifying those with legitimate handicap
permits so that their cars, if parked in
such non-permissible spots as commer-
cial loading zones, would not be caught
up in the sweep. Shane emphasized
that the Island is a handicap-friendly
neighborhood and that the crackdown
on illegal parking would be aimed at
illegitimate permits and scofflaws.

Farance’s investigation showed that
on a typical day, approximately 87 per-
cent of Main Street’s public parking
spaces are occupied, many of them by
cars that sit there for as long as months
at a time. Although some have legal
handicap permits, the majority — about
30 —display bogus or illegitimate plac-
ards from organizations that either are
official or just sound official but have
no special parking privileges here.
Public Safety officers do not appear to
ticket those cars, most likely out of the
same sense of professional courtesy
that has caused a glut of illegal park-
ing all over the City.

Shane examined a photo of one such
placard, a cardboard sign claiming to
be issued by the management of Man-
hattan Park, and agreed that individual
buildings and entities do not have the
authority to issue such permits or to
override DOT regulations.
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NYJTL Program Starts Today

The New York Junior Tennis League’s free
winter program begins today (Saturday, No-
vember 3). It will run Saturday and Sunday
mornings through March. The program pro-
vides instruction, recreational play and tour-
naments for children 7-18, though younger
children who previously played in the
NYJTL’s spring or summer PeeWee program
may attend as well. The program is hosted
by the Roosevelt Island Racquet Club.

No prior registration or equipment is re-

quired. Children need only show up with
proper tennis footware and clothing appro-
priate for running. Further information is
available by e-mail from Site Director Joyce
Mincheff (joyce.mincheff@cbhk.com) or from
the NYJTL office at 718-786-7110.

The program is funded with City support
arranged by Councilmember Jessica Lappin,
and with help from the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation and the Roosevelt
Island Racquet Club.

unClassifieds

50¢ a word ¢ 212-751-8214

Deadline for November 17 issue: Tuesday, November 13
Deadline for December 1 issue: Tuesday, November 27

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island. If you are
moving or relocating, please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683,
cell 917-225-0655. Thank you.

CERTIFIED HEALTH AIDE — Seeking position to work with sick or elderly. Available
day or night. Live in or out. Reasonable rates. References available. Call Suzette,
71 8-763-8364. thru 10/19/07

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES - Home/office cleaning weekly, bi-
weekly. Carpet, upholstery cleaning. Wood floors waxed and refinished. Call
212-714-6097.

SUBLET WANTED - Island resident looking for a lease assignment or a sublet.
Call 646-775-7025.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

FREE FULLER/STANLEY, WATKINS work-from-home information package —
www.mycasusa.com, 888-351-2752, mycasusa@hotmail.com. . zes

REAL ESTATE AGENT ready to help you own land or home in Florida through a
fantastic and affordable program. Call 646-549-2345.

TUTORING - English professor available. Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis. 646-319-3873.

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses removed. 917-916-5306. 22200

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group. Call 212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC - Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days. 212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING — $95. Formerly with Steinway Concert Department. Good old
pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential and professional. Proprietor of 17 years is R
resident. Bonded & insured. Same personnel each visit. Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

CAT SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE - Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER - Will lovingly care for your pet. Overnight available. 917-912-0704.

MOVING? Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move. Reach
every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 12 Years
Daily Pick-Up & Delivery

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning Free Pick-up and Delivery
Shirts Laundered Concierge or To Your Door
Expert European Tailoring Storage Available
Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned Complimentary Laundry Bag
Storage Available Convenient Monthly Billing
Draperies & All Household ltems Corporate Accounts Welcome

29-09 Broadway ¢ Astoria « NY ¢ 11106
TEL / FAX: 718-726-2336

FDR Memorial from page 1

made about the future of the southern end, but TPL expects to break ground on the north-
ern segment next summer.

President Steve Shane of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) was on
hand at the press conference. He endorsed the effort but had no commitment to make,
since the matter will ultimately have to go to the RIOC Board of Directors. Earlier this
year, Shane said
that the Franklin = §
and Eleanor
Roosevelt Insti-
tute (FERI) has
until year’s end
to secure the
$40 million in
funding be-
lieved to be re-
quired to build
the Kahn de-
sign. The com-
mitments of the
politicians rep-
resenting the Is-
land and
Manhattan’s
East Side are
likely to help to
get more gov-
ernment funds
flowing. Governor Eliot Spitzer has also endorsed the idea of building the Kahn design.

The President of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA), Matthew Katz,
was also invited to attend last week’s press conference, but he declined, citing a survey
done by TPL that indicated a stronger interest by Island residents in having a “wild gar-
dens” and green approach throughout Southpoint Park, in preference to a formal FDR
memorial with tailored trees and stone. Katz deals with the issue in his column (page 2) in
this issue of The WIRE.

Gina Pollara, the Executive Director of the fund-raising group for the FDR Memorial
Four Freedoms Park, as it is formally known, this week described the united political
backing as a “watershed moment.” She listed $5 million in contributions from the late
Arthur Ross and the Reed Foundation, plus funding for office operations from a Chicago
foundation. Altogether, she said, funding now approaches $6 million.

RIRA Column from page 2

insuring that these three acres are not despoiled with inappropriate development is cer-
tainly a cause for concern. I believe that the powers that be (RIOC, DHCR, City Council,
State Legislature), by raising $12.9 million, have ensured that these 13 acres will be parkland
and nothing but parkland. The decisions we make now will be preserved at Southpoint for
50 to 100 years, and we should build what we think is best, not what is most expedient.
Yes, we should build a memorial to FDR, but not a memorial to architect Louis Kahn, and
not this memorial. If the TPL survey is not credible, then RIOC should commission an-
other to take the temperature of this community and of other users of Southpoint Park. But
to endorse the Kahn Memorial (and it is Kahn, not Roosevelt, who is being memorialized
by this design plan) without the support of those who will use this park, regardless of what
money has been raised thus far, is irresponsible.
RIOC Board Elections — The Beat Goes On

Candidates for the RIOC Board nominations are now coming forward, and the promised
box to hold the nomination and nomination/petition forms has been placed in the Public
Safety office on the floor just to the left as you enter. Get your forms in, folks; the sooner
you declare your candidacy, the sooner you can begin campaigning.

[ urge all candidates — committed, on-the-fence, or biding-your-time — to attend the Can-
didates’ Orientation we have scheduled for Thursday, November 8, at 8:00 p.m. in the
Westview Lower Community Room. We will share information on procedures and tips on
how to reach the largest number of your neighbors. In addition, I have invited the current
RIOC Board Directors to attend and to share their on-the-job experience with you. It
should be an informative evening.

And On A Personal Note...

It seems that Orphans International doesn’t fulfill the dreams of only third-world aban-
doned children, but mature Roosevelt Islanders as well. Sherie and I attended an OI
fundraiser this week at the home of Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary fame. This
delightful man invited me to play and sing with him. This may not sound like much, but to
an old folkie like me, it was a nocturnal fantasy right up there with pitching for the Yankees
or starring in a love scene with Halle Berry. Peter acted as auctioneer for donated goods,
the proceeds from which went to benefit Ol. My buddy Ethel Romm, a great OI supporter, led
the bidding on a lovely little guitar signed by PP&M, and suggested that everyone bid some-
thing and then give the guitar to me. And that’s just what they did! I will never forget this
evening, the kindness of this wonderful iconic musician, and the talent of Jim Luce to make
events like this happen. I’m floating on air, and I hope Orphans International made a bundle!
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David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

425 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time  Save You Money * Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

Fast Courteous Service
Free Pick-up & Delivery
Great Prices

Weekdays 9am to 7pm
Saturdays 10am to 6pm

Tired of waiting 1/2
R /" hour to 1 hour for
your
prescriptions???

METROCARE PHARMACY

21 - 12 36th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11106
(just a few blocks from the Roosevelt Island bridge)
(718) 606 - 0068 (718) 606 - 0069 fax

We Accept MEDICAID, Have questions about which

all MEDICARE plans, medications your Medlicare plan
and most other insurance covers?? We can help.

plans. Have your prescriptions faxed
Major credit cards or called in. And we’ll deliver it
accepted. that very same day.

Take 10% off select merchandise and
services.

Professional Skin Care
on Roosevelt Island

Marina Manukyan
NYS licensed aesthetician

2

SOTHYS:

Facial & Body Treatment:
Anti-Aging Therapy
Adult & Adolescent Acne
Peeling Treatment
Hyperpigmentation Treatment

455 Main Street
(212) 371-2971
By Appointment Only

. . Free Consultation
www.islandskincare.com

Roosevelt Island
Got Dentist

MetLife In-network participant Some of the Dental Plans

Delta Dental In-network participant
DHA/First Fortis In-network participant
I.C.S. In-network participatant
Treating U.N. mission & consulate members

21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Guardian

we accept toward payment:

Check Us Out On The Web

RooseveltlslandDentist.com
Lawrence ltskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
212-752-8722
CONVENIENT EVENING HOURS

@ (JOOTCARE *

We Treat: Dr. Neil Zwiebel

Foot, Heel and Ankle Pain . .
Nail & Skin Conditions of the Podiatrist and Foot Surgeon

Foot

Ankle Sprains PARK EAST PODIATRY
Bunions 105 EAST 63RD STREET
Hammertoes .

Ingrown Toenails Suite 1D

Diabetic Wounds Between Lexington and Park Avenue

Diabetic Footcare & Shoes
Custom Foot Orthotics
Emergencies and Injuries

212-207-4360

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
MEDICARE ACCEPTED
HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
UPON REQUEST & NEED

Visit our website at
www. parkeastpodiatry.com

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA GHI HIP
Multiplan

212-
832-2310

House Calls

For the frail elderly

Oxford and the
United Healthcare homebound
Medicare

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island

212-753-5505

Have a happy and healthy school year.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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‘. c enjy timé with my son knowing everythin.g i taken aref - FAMILy CENTER
I'm so glad | did. 536 MAIN STREET

One of the greatest gifts you can give to those you love is a sense of security,

the knowledge that you have taken care of everything.

he knowledge that you have tak f everythi THE BABY GROUP

tSht.tl\/lichat:al’s is onedm;r:he fer\]NA%emeterigls in New \\/(\(l)rthity;/r\:ithfayla]ti!abltathproperty CREATIVE PLAY: PRE-SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE
at can be reserved through Advance Planning. We have the facilities, the

commitment and the expertise to fulfill your every requirement. Seize upon the rare MUSIC WITH J AMES

opportunity to choose exactly how you wish to be remembered. TUMBLING

A religious cemetery open to people of all faiths, St. Michael’s is proud to

announce the beautifully designed St. CERAMICS FOR KIDS AND ADULTS

Joseph’s Mausoleum. a———— _ TODDLER BOOK AND CRAFT CLUB

St. Michael’s also offers a variety of other
options, including Graves, Niches and
Cremation. An active participant in the
lives of our families, Memorial Counselors
are available seven days a week to discuss
options and planning.

Vit out webite at wwwstmishaelscemetery.com. Yol be giad you dt CALL 212-317-0216
@ScMichaels  §1,000 o o e OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

I Established 1852 savings a companion crypt I
in our St. Joseph’s Mausoleum

72:-02 Astoria Blvd. Certificate ($500 when applied to a single crypt) WWW ° ISLAN DKIDS ° ORG

I East Elmhurst, NY 11370
I I S S S N S S .

REGISTRATION IS ON-GOING.




