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Community’s Nominees

For RIOC Board Prepare

To Be Vetted By State

Briefly...
• Black History Month will be celebrated today at

the Senior Center (see ComingUp, page 3).
• Bonnie Sherk of A Lliving Library, the project

that has worked with PS/IS 217 on a courtyard gar-
den, has an exhibit at PS 1 (see RIRA Column, page 2).

Community-elected nominees for the RIOC Board of Directors met Monday night with members of the Maple
Tree Group for a briefing on the likely steps in the appointment process, and posed for a group portrait.  Left
to right:  Jonathan Kalkin, Fay Christian, Frank Farance, Erin Feely-Nahem, Howard Polivy, Kathie Grimm.
Some had one-on-one meetings this week with Deborah VanAmerongen of DHCR for a get-acquainted session.

by Joanne Viera Grimm
The new Director of Public Safety says that he is

here to stay.  “I come here full of energy, ready to do
what I can to put my mark, if you will, on public safety
here.”

Keith Guerra, a native New Yorker, has turned in
his police badge after 20 years of service, and taken
on a new challenge in law enforcement as the head of
Public Safety on Roosevelt Island.

After graduation from Iona College in Westchester
County, Guerra’s career in law enforcement to date
was in police departments in New York State.  He
worked in the New York City Police Department for
five and a half years, spending approximately a year
each in precincts in Washington
Heights, the Bronx, and the Upper
West Side, and teaching at the Po-
lice Academy for two years.
Guerra says, “I was one of the
physical education instructors,
which means that I was in charge
of teaching defensive tactics, hand-
cuffing, baton, first aid, CPR, wa-
ter rescue, things of that nature.”

While working in the Bronx,
Guerra received a job opportunity
that enticed him away from the
NYPD, though he maintained his
ties and connections to New York
City, and went to several NYPD-
sponsored training classes.  “I
chose to transfer to the Greenburgh
Police Department, where I was
able to work in the training unit,
and teach at the police academy in
Westchester County, and then was
promoted to detective.” Guerra re-
mained at the Greenburgh Police
Department for 14½ years.  It was
here that he followed through on
his passion for helping children and
adolescents.  His eyes light up as
he talks about working with youth.
“My most satisfying experience in
police work has been the effect that
I’ve had on young teens and juve-
niles.  I actually spearheaded two programs at my old
[Greenburgh] police department.”

Guerra instituted the Greenburgh Youth Court, part
of the New York State program in which youth who
commit non-violent crimes or misdemeanors are tried
by trained peers.  Reminiscing, Guerra excitedly adds,
“The recidivism rate was phenomenal. Out of the 94
convictions or so, there were only two individuals who
were re-arrested when they got older.”

The other program that Guerra spearheaded was the
Greenburgh Summer Police Camp.  “It was free of
charge to the residents [12-15 years old] in the town
to go through a mock police academy type of camp.”
In a New York Times article from the summer of 1998,
when the camp began, he’s quoted as saying, “What
I’m trying to do is establish a friendship and relation-
ship, so the kids will carry it over to their dealings

Public Safety Chief Pledges Changes
In PSD’s Relationship to Community

with other police officers.  We want them to be com-
fortable with the police.” As Guerra talks about both
programs, he relaxes in his chair, smiling. “So, those
two things, and programs like that, working with the
youth, are really the thing that has been nearest and
dearest to my heart, as far as my career is concerned.”

Keith Guerra officially retired on January 30 from
his 20 years in police departments. Though he and
his wife considered moving their family (including
an 8-year-old and a 10-year-old) to Florida, they de-
cided against it. “New York, to me, is the best place
to live – in the world,” Guerra says emphatically,
stretching back in his chair with his arms in the air
imitating the globe.  So, on January 31 he became the

new Director of
Public Safety,
and was for-
mally intro-
duced to the Is-
land community
at the RIOC
Board of Direc-
tors meeting
that day.

When asked
about his view
of Public
Safety’s role, he
sits a bit taller.
“I firmly be-
lieve that the
residents and
employees of
the Island ben-
efit greatly from
having their
own department
of public
safety.”  He ex-
plains that the
only police
presence on
Roosevelt Is-
land is a patrol
car from the
114th Precinct

in Queens, and therefore it is important for this small
community to have a constant law enforcement pres-
ence that is able to respond quickly to emergencies.

As for his vision of his own position, he eagerly
says, “I want to put forth community policing strate-
gies.  I want the officers here to have a better and
interactive relationship with the residents.”  Guerra

Public Safety Director Keith Guerra

See Guerra, page 8

Members of the Maple Tree Group core working group met early this
week with the winners of the February 5 election to select the community’s
RIOC Board nominees.  Kim Lengle (at left) recorded the proceedings
for a video report on PressHD.com.

More on Website NYC10044:

Transcripts of interviews with
Steve Shane of RIOC, Matthew
Katz of RIRA, and David Bauer of
the Maple Tree Group on the
RIOC Board nomination election,
are on line with this issue of
The WIRE at nyc10044.com.

by Dick Lutz
With the February 5 election of

the community’s nominees to the
RIOC Board of Directors now 17
days past, those nominees began
meeting this week with the Com-
missioner of the State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR), Deborah VanAmerongen,
in “meet and greet” sessions.

They met earlier in the week
with Islanders who had put to-
gether the election – indeed, have
worked for a decade to bring the
community closer to making RIOC
answerable at the ballot box.  The
effort began when a RIOC Presi-
dent appointed by former Gover-
nor George Pataki ran afoul of
Roosevelt Island activists by shut-
ting down communications with
residents, trying to cut back or kill
the Tramway, and floating a series
of development schemes, the most-
opposed of which was a plan for a
twin-tower hotel complex on
Southpoint Park.

The six nominees – their names
are under their photo – are near the
start of a series of steps toward
nomination by the Governor to
seats on the RIOC Board.  The first
steps were declaring candidacy,
campaigning, and besting four oth-
ers who ran.  Another step taken
by at least two
nominees this
week is the
“meet and
greet” with
VanAmerongen.
“She wants to
know them be-
fore she is
called upon by
the Governor to represent that
these are people he ought to nomi-
nate,” said the President of RIOC,
Steve Shane, this week.  “She will
be asked for a reference, and I would
expect that’s a reasonable thing to
do.”

But Shane also said, “Where it’s
going to land is far from clear.”
The community’s nominees must
survive a background check by the
State Police and make a full finan-
cial disclosure.  Finally, the Gov-
ernor must send their names to the
State Senate for confirmation.

The nominees reported finding
some confusion in the community
over their exact status, even after
the election.  It wasn’t a traditional
direct election, because State law

provides that the Governor must
select and appoint the members of
the boards of State authorities and
public-benefit corporations.  The
community was voting for nominees
to the Governor.  Two names, in fact,
will go through the Mayor, under
provisions of the lease between the
City and State under which the State
is developing and managing the
City’s Roosevelt Island property
here in the East River.

RIRA President Matthew Katz
said this week that he expects all
six of the community’s nominees
to be seated on the RIOC Board.
He lamented the fact that such a
process hadn’t happened much ear-
lier.  “Ten years ago, I’d have said
we can do this in a year, and I re-
ally wish we had done it within five
years, because most of the devel-
opment of the Island has occurred
over the last seven or eight years.
Most of the key decisions that a
home-grown, home-elected Board
would have made have been
made.”  It has been “devastating”
to the Island he said, because “the
balance of residential housing,
open space, and parkland was
changed forever.  The balance be-
tween low-income, middle-in-
come, and fair-market housing was
changed forever.  One thousand

three apart-
ments in
Eastwood are
out of Mitchell-
Lama; they will
go fair-market
over time, tak-
ing with them
all the disabled
and senior

housing on Roosevelt lsland.  This
dramatically changes the funda-
mental premise of this Island.  It is
a tragedy.  And those decisions are
made.”

Katz has great hopes for a RIOC
Board composed of residents who
have stood for election.  On Main
Street storefronts, for example:
“We have been told by RIOC that
they are powerless to put new
shops in the storefronts on Main
Street.  This is absurd.  There needs
to be pressure to make these people
get off the dime and do the obvi-
ous.  I find it impossible to believe
that the State of New York is likely
to put the President of RIOC in jail
or take him to court over putting a

See Nominees, page 2
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Mid-February, 2008
1.  RIRA-RIOC nominations for the Board of Di-

rectors:  The six successful candidates are in the pro-
cess of meeting with the Commissioner of Housing
as part of the process before being forwarded to the
Governor’s Appointments Secretary for vetting.

2.  Great excitement when a City Q102 bus ran into
a column in front of the hardware store in Eastwood.
Happily, no one was seriously injured and the col-
umn was not structural.

3.  Next RIOC Board of Directors meeting is sched-
uled for February 28 at 4:30 p.m. in Good Shepherd
Community Center,
with a town-hall meet-
ing to follow.

4.  Personnel:
RIOC is pleased to
announce the follow-
ing senior appoint-
ments:

(a)  CFO: Mr.
Steven Chironis has
been offered and accepted the position of VP and
CFO, and will be introduced at the Board meeting on
February 28 and, as a senior officer of RIOC, will
require the adoption of a resolution by the Board.  Mr.
Chironis is a CPA, a graduate of SUNY at Plattsburgh
with a BS in Accounting, and resides in Greenlawn,
New York.

(b)  Comptroller:  After an extensive search, RIOC
has hired Mr. Muneshwar “Joe” Jagdharry, starting
February 19.  He was most recently employed as the
Comptroller of a health services provider, and has
much experience in the administration of government-
supervised programs.

5.  Renwick Ruins:  After the north wall collapsed
December 26, officials from the New York State Of-
fice of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
(SHIPO), New York City Landmarks, the Conser-
vancy, and representatives of all the elected officials
have been here and examined the ruin together with
the engineers and construction folks.  The plan for
stabilizing is finalized and will proceed quickly, as
RIOC has made a finding of emergency to get the

work under way as quickly as possible to avoid fur-
ther collapse.  The structure has deteriorated to the
point where the safety of any work to be done is quite
problematic.  Contracts should be executed by the end
of the month.  Stay tuned.

6.  I have met with the Operations Analysis, Rail
Service Planning, and Community Relations persons
from the MTA, occasioned by the MTA’s desire to
get in on the Verdant Power exercise.  Using the op-
portunity, I dis-
cussed the F train
scheduling, both as
to morning rush
hour crowding and
weekend outages,
especially in light
of the pending
Tram outage in
2009.  I was prom-
ised a schedule of
weekend interrup-
tions to meet the
work plan and the
projected comple-
tion.  I asked for
and was promised a
work schedule for
the escalators and
elevators, so at
least we’d have
some idea of the program and timeline.  I discussed
the Tram outage schedule and the need for coordina-
tion.  We discussed the possibility of interim ferry
service and they said they’d be cooperative (bus lines
at 34th Street) but, given the issues with the Coast
Guard and the lack of useful landing sites on the
Manhattan shore, thought it unlikely to be very fruit-
ful as an alternative to the subway.  I told them of
RIOC’s plan to run the Red Bus over to Queens Plaza
during the Tram outage.  Finally, they wanted to as-
sure RIOC of their awareness of and greater coop-
eration for the Fourth of July event.  All in all, a good
meeting and, hopefully, productive.  I will publish
their information as soon as I receive it.

The post-election euphoria continues, but tempered
with a sense of how much work remains for the mem-
bers of the Working Group.  We’ve met with the win-
ners to congratulate them, and to familiarize them with
fundamental political and legal structures by provid-
ing some basic Island documents such as the General
Development Plan and the RIOC By-Laws.  They
mentioned that a certain amount of misinformation
still obtains as to what they have been elected to do,
even after 10 months of our attempting to explain it,
and suggested that we try to be plainer.  So here goes:

What just happened was an election to present the
community’s choices to fill six expired or vacant seats
on the RIOC Board of Directors.  At the present time,
State statutes prevent us from directly electing these
folks.  And so, through a variety of conduits, we have
presented the names
and bona fides of the
winning nominees to
the Governor, who
makes all the appoint-
ments to the Board.
Our hope and expec-
tation is that he will
recognize the success
of the election and the
excellence of the can-
didates, and will recommend their appointment to the
State Senate, which must ratify his choices.  Clear?

I’ve read over my last column, a pitiful effort that I
attempted to excuse by virtue of exhaustion and too
much Champagne.  I thanked some of the people who
labored on this project but neglected many who are
worthy of praise.  I believe that others of the Working
Group may have letters in this issue of The WIRE
attempting to cover my gaffe, and I appreciate it.  This
was a labor of love and conviction, as well as devo-
tion to fundamental democratic values, on the part of
many people, Islanders and auslanders alike.  There
is nothing that focuses one’s mind on basic principles
so dramatically as having them denied!

So what now?  Many if not all of the winning can-
didates have met this week with the DHCR Commis-
sioner and RIOC Board Chair, Deborah
VanAmerongen, for a “meet and greet.”  She assures
me that her purpose is not to “cherry-pick” her choices
from among our winning six and, in fact, DHCR has
never been a part of the appointments process.  Over
the next few months, if the process plays out as it has
in the past, our choices will meet with the Governor’s
Appointments Office for more formal interviews, and
possibly also with the Mayor’s Appointments Office,
as His Honor gets to recommend up to two candi-
dates to the Governor.  They will complete volumi-
nous paperwork and stand for a State Police investi-
gation.  (Earlier this week I suggested to the six that,
if any of them had a serial murder conviction on their
records, perhaps they should reveal it now!)  The Gov-

ernor may expedite the process in order to fill terms
that have long-since expired, but I think it’s likely
that it may take some considerable time.  That’s okay:
these neighbors will be controlling a $30 million op-
erating budget and our futures, so let’s get it right.

Affordable Housing Revisited
In my last column, I mentioned a letter to Commis-

sioner VanAmerongen written by Assemblymember
Micah Kellner and endorsed by our local elected rep-
resentatives, that expressed concern about the nature
and quantity of affordable housing available now or
in the future within the Southtown complex of resi-
dential buildings.  Hudson Companies spokesperson
David Kramer responded to Kellner and I found his
comments interesting.  He correctly quoted the Gen-
eral Development Plan (the GDP is a part of the Mas-
ter Lease between the City and the State that sets spe-
cific ratios of affordable units within both Northtown
and Southtown), which states, “Bedroom distributions
in both the North Town Area and the South Town Area
will offer accommodations for a substantial number
of families with one or more children and for hospi-
tal employees.”  I seriously doubt whether anyone is
enforcing requirements for families with children, but
much of the affordable housing obligation apparently
has been satisfied through leases to medical and aca-
demic institutions.  He goes on to state, “…I will point
out how difficult it is to work within the budgetary
confines of any of
the City or State’s
affordable housing
programs…” and I
suspect that is true.

However, that re-
sponse doesn’t
solve New York
City’s affordable-
housing crisis,
which involves
many people unaf-
filiated with hospi-
tal or teaching fa-
cilities who can no
longer afford to
live within the five
boroughs.  We ask
police officers and
other City workers
to live in the City,
but where are they
(and we) to go if the affordable stock is dramatically
less than what is needed and if, as Mr. Kramer says,
City and State incentives to build low-cost housing
have dried up?

Roosevelt Island was supposed to be a haven for a
financially diverse population to co-exist and, indeed,
was so for the first 30 years of its existence.  That

See RIRA Column, page 10

Pulling up to discharge passengers, a Q102 bus nudged a non-support
pillar into the Eastwood walkway last week.  Nobody was hurt.

pizza parlor on Main Street.  I don’t
think anybody’s going to notice or
care and, if they do, I think the re-
action will be to thank him for find-
ing a way around an absurd law.”
[In his interview with The WIRE,
Shane said RIOC is working on the
problem.]

Shane suggested that the
community’s campaign to see its
nominees through to confirmation
“has been pretty obvious... news-
paper articles, getting all the po-
litical leaders to address the
Governor’s office...”  (Letter, page
8.)  He said it “may at some point
get to be counterproductive because,
you know, you push the Governor
around, and sometimes the Gover-
nor begins to push back a little bit.”

But Assemblymember Micah
Kellner, who has pushed the nomi-
nations with the Governor’s office,
told The WIRE that “the
Governor’s office has been only
positive.  They’ve been excited by
the turnout, and I’ve only gotten
an extremely positive response.
They understand how important
this is to me and to the Roosevelt
Island community.  At the end of
the day, I think this is going to be a
very positive experience for us all.”

The Maple Tree Group (MTG),
a RIRA subcommittee that
mounted a “Drive for Democracy”
years ago and then managed the
February 5 election, went so far as
to hire a lobbyist to smooth the way
in Albany.  “The lobbyist idea came
late on,” said MTG Convener
David Bauer.  “It was suggested
that it would be helpful to have
someone in Albany who knew the
paths to success.”  He pointed out
that MTG got a very low-cost deal
with a lobbyist and paid for it with
funds MTG has raised in the com-
munity over the years.

Asked what MTG might do if
success isn’t complete, Bauer said,

“We would look carefully to see if
we did anything wrong.  We would
have to reconnoiter.”  But, he added,
speaking of the idea of community
self-governance, “Is the idea right?
If the idea is right, it seems to me
that you should continue.”

Shane said new Board members
will have a learning curve to con-
tend with.  “RIOC is a Corpora-
tion with a $20-million-a-year op-
erating budget, with a zillion mov-
ing parts...  We run a bus service,
we run a Tram, we mow the grass,
we collect the garbage.”  He said
the RIOC Board has an oversight
responsiblity rather than a hands-
on responsibility.  “When the paid
employees of the Corporation... do
their stuff and they report to them
[the Board], that is pretty much the
answer unless they see something
philosophical going awry, or they
have some particular mission they
want to see fulfilled...  The Board
is not here to run the buses... or
mow the grass...  I don’t need them
to give me their input on a specific
design [for the Tram].  I will let them
know how it’s coming and make
them aware, but they’re not part of
the design team.”

Shane saw some uncertainty in
the implementation of Board ap-
pointments because “it’s
precedential” for other State au-
thorities and Boards.  If this pro-
cess is successful, he said, “the
Battery Park City folks will be right
behind us at the door to the
Governor’s office.  And right after
that would come the Adirondack
Preservation Corporation.  I’m
hypothesizing...  To the extent that
it would have precedential value,
it would vitiate his prerogative.
Would that in some way become
part of some equal-protection ar-
gument?”  He said he wouldn’t
speculate on how it might all play
out, but cautioned that the Gover-
nor must take all the possibilities
into account.

Nominees from page 1



There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the community, and to/from officials.  Requests for
Name Withheld publication will be considered, but the writer’s name, address, and phone number must
be provided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will not be published.
Recommended method of submission:  E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or submit on a CD
left at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, expect a confirming response
and, if you don’t receive one, resend and call 212-826-9055 to alert us that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for typesetting.  Clearly handwritten letters will be
considered, if brief.  We are not able to take telephone dictation of letters.  All letters subject to accep-
tance and editing for length and clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer letters
will be considered if their content merits the required space.

Senior Center

Home-delivered meals 212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
6:00, Yoga

Tuesday
9:00-1:00, Tax Help
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Museum of Natural History

Trip, Mon., Feb. 25, 12 noon

– This Weekend –
Black History Month Observance, today (Sat.,

Feb. 23), 2:00 p.m., Senior Center, 546 Main St.
Musical performances, readings, group singing.  Free.

Visage, a Gallery RIVAA exhibit, continues
through March 2.  Gallery hours:  Sat.-Sun., 11:00-
5:00; Wed. & Fri., 6:00-9:00.  Í

– The Coming Week –
East Side Sustainability Summit, Mon., Feb. 25, 6:00 p.m., Hunter

College, 129 E. 79th St. (Park/Lex), on simple ways to improve the
environment.  Moderated by City Councilmember Jessica Lappin, with
a panel of activists and environmental specialists; co-sponsored by Com-
munity Boards 6 & 8, others.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Feb. 25, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location and information, call 212-751-9577.

Constituent Service Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner,
Thur., Feb. 28 (and every Thursday), 3:00-7:00 p.m., RIOC office, 591
Main Street.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Feb. 28, 4:30 p.m., Good Shepherd
Community Center.  Town-hall meeting, at end of formal session, for
resident comments and questions.

PTA Meeting at PS/IS 217, Thur., Feb. 28, 6:00 p.m., school library.
Pizza and babysitting provided.

Preparatory Meeting and Lecture for A Necessary Music, a musi-
cal film about Roosevelt Island (see story, page 8), Fri., Feb. 29, 7:00
p.m., Gallery RIVAA.

Luv, a reading of the Murray Schisgal comedy of the 1960s, Thur.,
Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m., Main Street Theatre.  $5.  212-371-4449.  Enter
behind hardware/video store.

– Future Weeks –
Roosevelt Island Open Swim Championship, Sat., Mar. 1, 9:30-

11:30 a.m., Sportspark, sponsored by the Marlins Swim Team.  Ages 4
to 100; awards for each age group.  $10 to participate, $5 to watch.
Information:  marlinswim@yahoo.com or 917-518-9004.

Constituent Service Hours for State Sen. José Serrano, Tue., Mar.
4, 3:00-7:00 p.m., RIOC office, 591 Main St.  Info:  212-828-5829.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Mar. 5,
8:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings
are open to all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address
the Council.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Mar. 10, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location and information, call 212-751-9577.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat., Mar. 15.  (To receive e-
mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadlines:  Ads in the paper,
Thur., Mar.6; decision on circulars/
inserts for The Bag, Mon., Mar 10;
they are due Thur., Mar. 13.  Addi-
tional issues in 2008:  Mar. 29;
Apr. 19; May 3, 17, 31; June 14,
28; Aug. 2, 30; Sept. 13, 27; Oct.
11, 25; Nov. 8, 22; Dec. 6, 20; then
every two weeks starting Jan. 17,
2009.  News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent matters, 917-617-0449.  Ad-
vertising, display and classified:  212-751-8214.

Smokey Joe’s Cafe “Light” at the Main Street Theatre & Dance Al-
liance, featuring performances of music from the show by students of
MST’s Musical Theatre Workshop, Sat., Mar. 15, 7:30 p.m., and Sun.,
Mar. 16, 3:00 p.m., Howe Theatre, MST&DA, 548 Main St. (enter be-
hind the hardware/video store).  $8.00.  212-371-4449.

Book Discussion – Dubliners by James Joyce, Thur., Mar. 20, 6:30
p.m., New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.  Books avail-
able at library.

Free Mammograms, Sat., Mar. 22, beginning at 9:00 a.m.; in van at
591 Main St.  Appointment required; call Erica at 212-832-4540.  Spon-
sored by RIOC, the Women’s Outreach Network, and the American-
Italian Cancer Foundation.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., Mar. 24, 8:00 p.m.
Visitors welcome.  For location and information, call 212-751-9577.

Constituent Service Hours for State Sen. José Serrano, Tue., Apr. 1,
3:00-7:00 p.m., RIOC office, 591 Main St.  Information:  212-828-5829.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., Apr. 2, 8:00
p.m., Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level).
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Letters deadline for Mar. 15 issue:  Tuesday, Mar. 11.
After deadline, letters considered on a space-available basis.

To the Editor:
I was walking along Main Street when I noticed a cab stopped in the

road, nose-to-nose with a Public Safety car.  I asked the driver what he
had done.  He told me he had made a U-turn.

A Public Safety Officer came up behind me, pulled me away, and
asked me what I had just said to the taxi driver.  When I told him, he said
that it was none of my business.  I told him that, as a long-time resident
of Roosevelt Island, everything that happens here is my business.  He
said that he was going to give me a summons for interfering with a
Peace Officer.

When I tried to get back onto the sidewalk, he told his fellow of-
ficer to hold onto me.  I shook him off and tried to take out my ID.
He said, “Don’t reach!” as if I were a street punk and continued to
manhandle me (totally unnecessary).  I continued to pull myself out
of his grasp – all this, in broad daylight, with people watching.  I was
humiliated.

The first Peace Officer than said, “Now you’re getting a sumons for
disorderly conduct.”  What for?  A female officer said, “Flailing your
arms about is definitely disorderly conduct.”  It felt as if I were in a
Mack Sennett “Keystone Cops” comedy... but this was not funny.  I
went with them to their office, was given two summonses (Failure to
Comply & Disorderly Conduct).  I have to appear in Criminal Court,
9:00 a.m., on April 11.

What is going on here?
I am 75 yrs. old, retired with the rank of Captain after 39 years with

the FDNY.  During my long career I had to appear many times, in Crimi-
nal Court, as a witness, in arson and arson murder cases.  This will be
the first time in my life that I will be appearing as a defendant.  Go
figure...

John Connelly

To the Newly-Elected RIOC Board*:
After attending your meeting on Saturday, February 2, I was very

upset that you keep talking against Eastwood.  What gives you guys the
right to knock our building?  None of you live here!

Some of your remarks (the Eastwood Building Committee) you
accused us of sneaking out of the Mitchell-Lama contract.  The EBC
committee with management and two sets of lawyers met for over a
year discussing the best way to get out of the program.  Not to hurt
anyone.

Why not discuss the evictions you keep mentioning with the commit-
tee?  People got evicted for non-payment of rent, undesirable behavior.
Before you go on accusing Jerome Belson of doing an illegal act, why
not discuss it with our lawyer?

Fay Vass
Eastwood Building Committee

*Editor’s note:  The February 2 meeting referenced was an appear-
ance of candidates for community nomination to the RIOC Board.  Al-
though six were nominated by the community in the February 5 ballot-
ing, none has yet been appointed to the RIOC Board.

To the Editor: 
For most Americans, the term

“Super Tuesday” (2/5/08) referred
to Presidential Primaries that took
place in many states.  Well, on
Roosevelt Island we participated in
“Super-Duper Tuesday” by includ-
ing ourselves in the election pro-
cess in a very wonderful and local
way.  The RIRA/Maple Tree Group
(MTG) nine-member “Core Work-
ing Group” pulled off a most as-
tonishing event!  Now that we’ve
had some time to rest and recuper-
ate, as the appointed PR point-per-
son, I must thank many individu-
als for their help and support
through our grand publicity storm.

Linda Heimer, one among our
small group of MTG members,
helped with the posting of the post-
ers you saw in various store win-
dows, as did David Bauer and his
vertically-advantaged son.  All
these posters were produced in
short-order, and gratis, by Tad
Sudol, President of RIVAA.   They
were colorful and said what needed
to be said to get you into the vot-
ing booth.  And they did!

Erica Wilder, RIOC’s commu-
nity liaison, answered every phone
call and every e-mail, no matter
how many times I called and
e-mailed to confirm, reconfirm,
and then just one more time to con-
firm again, whatever the question
or issue.  She responded cheerfully
and unfailingly to every e-mail. 
One of the best surprises was when
Steve Shane told Erica that we
could put “stuff” on the Tram, as
we were “comin’ round the bend”
to the momentous date!  Now,
that’s a coup!  Later, when the ban-
ner cable was torn off the
Eastwood wall late in the day dur-
ing extremely high winds, Erica
and I had a Dr. Spock moment
where our minds melded and both
of us said “Capobianco Fence!”

My thanks to Steve Shane, and
especially to Erica and her great,
good humor (and for understand-
ing about my eyebrows).  Oh, yes,
don’t let me leave out Kenny
Basdeo, who works in RIOC’s Fa-
cilities Department.  He drove
around with me, before we re-
ceived the banners, to seek out pos-
sible hanging locations.  He was
very helpful and worked with me
hanging them.  By the way, Kenny
has reached a sort of “stardom” as
he appears in the first set of Kim
Lengle’s videos of the banner
hanging in that cantankerous bas-
ket truck!  Kim’s election video
clips can and should be viewed at
PressHD.com.

I must also thank Doryne Isley,
Manager at Eastwood, and Jenni-
fer Jones at RY Management, both
of whom made copies or took mine
and distributed them twice over, to
all their respective tenants – 1,700
apartments!   

Thanks also to Ricardo Vasquez,
a former Island resident now work-
ing for Hard Copy Printers.  He
worked patiently with me, produc-
ing banners hung at the subway
and over Main Street.  He also pro-
duced the wonderful heavy-duty
paper banners you saw at the top
of the kiosks on Main Street, and
with massive copying of remind-
ers of the candidate events and
voting that were stuffed in The
WIRE for buildings that don’t al-
low door drops.

And to Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents:  Thank you for turning out
and making our Election Day ,
a triumph.

Sherie Helstien
Secretary, RIRA

Member, Maple Tree Group

To the Editor:
According to a February 9 article in The WIRE, a resident RIOC Board

member was advised that current Board members did not have to run in
the recent Board-nominee election in order to retain their seats on the
Board.  If this is the policy, and it continues, it eliminates any real value
of this new nomination process.

Normally, voters retain incumbents or vote them out of office based
largely on the voters’ opinion of the job they’re doing.  If Roosevelt
Islanders have the opportunity to vote two years from now on a slate of
candidates that includes incumbents and challengers, then voters can
hold Board members accountable for their positions and votes on is-
sues.  That accountability is what Roosevelt Islanders are really after.
But if, as is now rumored, the community’s input is not sought on whether
incumbents continue as Board members, then the voices of the Island’s
residents can be ignored by RIOC Board members without consequence,
as has always been the case.

From the community’s point of view, this should not be the policy.
Incumbents should serve additional terms at the community’s, not the
Governor’s, discretion.

If that is or becomes the Governor’s policy, there is a way for the
community to circumvent it.  Resident Board members, including those
who are about to join and any continuing from before, can pledge that,
if they are not planning to resign from the Board at the end of their term,
they will participate in the next election.

And if Board members pledge to step down if they don’t receive enough
community votes to retain their seat – even if the Governor wishes to
keep them on the Board – then the community can trump some of the
Governor’s role, and get some needed accountability.

Marc Diamond

Additional letter on page 10
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Professional

Tax Preparation
on Roosevelt Island

10% off preparation fee before March 1

Free Electronic Filing

Rapid Refunds Available

Accountable Financial

Management Corp.
599 Main Street

212-644-8231
Mon.-Fri.: 10am-7pm

Saturday:  11am-3pm

Celebrating our 9th year on Roosevelt Island

and over 20 years in business

Laguardia $16
Newark $65 & toll

Kennedy $32

Reliable

AIRPORT
transportation

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
• • • Family Special • • •

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots

2-liter Pepsi – $15
Cheese Pie:  Large $12, Medium $10

Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Established 1971

– FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,

Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Shirley Gatling
Our beloved friend and longtime Island House resident, Shirley Gatling, made her tran-

sition on Sunday, February 10, 2008.  The wake was held
on Thursday, February 14, with funeral services on Friday,
February 15.

Shirley was spiritually motivated, an evolved woman who
never failed to remind us that “God is in charge” and that
the “Universe is in divine order.”  She ended most of her
encounters with her neighbors and friends with, “Have a
Blessed Day.”  She would call many of us, daily, and read
Unity’s Daily Word or other inspirational writings, and/or
to inspire us to think a good thought and not let opinions of
others ruin our day or our lives.  Rarely was there an un-
kind word about anyone, and if she heard something nega-
tive about a person, she would pray for them.  And, lest we
forget, most will remember how she never hesitated to let
us know that we were “Magnificent.”

Shirley was truly blessed, and those of us who had the
privilege of knowing her knew that we were always in her

prayers and she will continue to be in ours.  She will be missed.
-Phyllis Thomas

Marieta Oprea
On January 30, Marieta Oprea, whom many people on Roosevelt Island knew simply as

Mama Eta, passed away peacefully in her sleep.  Although she had not lived on Roosevelt
Island for almost three years, she had always considered it
her home and had fond thoughts and memories of the mem-
bers of her community.

Marieta Oprea was born in Galati, Romania on May 3,
1924.  She married Nicolae Oprea in 1949 and had two
sons, Radu and Dan.  She immigrated to the United States
with her family in 1986 during the height of communism in
Romania.  They moved onto Roosevelt Island in 1987,
where she was a resident of Eastwood until she suffered a
stroke in 2005, forcing her to relocate to a rehabilitation
center in Astoria.  She is survived by her sons, their wives,
Emilia and Andrea, and her grandaughters, Denisa and
Stephanie.  Radu, Emilia, and Denisa currently live in
Rivercross.

Marieta was an extremely generous and selfless person,
who would put anybody’s wants or needs before her own.

She would gladly give up a meal or take the clothes off of her back for somebody who was
less fortunate.  She loved children, and would always give them food or treats any time
they would ring her doorbell.  She was an exceptionally good cook, and loved to sing and
recite poetry.

She will be greatly missed by all who knew her.



See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Change, Change
Everybody’s talking about change
this political season, and it’s clear
things are going to change... it’s

the one constant, isn’t it?
At Trellis, there are a few things
that stay the same – the same

friendly smiles that greet you, and
the same high-quality food at

breakfast, lunch, dinner, and for
those late-night snacks.

We like it here.  We like you here.
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OLOLOLOLOLYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPIC
LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

When it really counts,
count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included

in these low airport fares:

JFK $32
LGA $16

Newark $65 + tolls
Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport:  1-718-626-8000

Discount on all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Serving the community for Over 25 Years

• Door-to-door service •

• Long distance and local calls •

• Service to all area airports •

1-718-626-8000

1-718-728-3030

•

•
Please ask about your

return trip from the airport.

•

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3

Closed Tuesday
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ISLAND KIDS WINTER SEMESTER

TODDLER BOOK AND CRAFT CLUB
Mondays: 2-3 years   9:45-10:30

3-4 years  11:00-11:45

MUSIC WITH JAMES
5 months-4 years:  Mondays  5:00-5:45

CREATIVE PLAY:  PRE-SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE
2-4 years:  Wednesdays  3:45-5:00

TUMBLING
Thursdays: 18 months-2.3 years  9:30-10:15

2.4-4 years  10:30-11:15

THE BABY GROUP
Newborn-14 months:  Fridays 11:30-12:30

COOKING AND CERAMICS FOR KIDS
TUESDAYS STARTING IN FEBRUARY:   4-12 YEARS
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION IS ON-GOING.
CALL 212-317-0216 OR E-MAIL

LEOPOLDS6@YAHOO.COM
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Open House
Tuesday, March 11

and

Thursday, March 13

from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

Please come meet the director and

parents, and see our classrooms in action.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is located at 4 River Road.  For

more information or to schedule an alternate time to visit, call

212-593-0750.  Member of ERB and ISAAGNY.  Accredited by the

National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Financial Aid available.
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Manhattan’s  newest  vil lage, Roosevelt  Is land

Introducing Riverwalk Court, the newest and most luxurious condominium residence in the Riverwalk Community. 
Enjoy miles of lush, green parks and a private waterfront enclave on Roosevelt Island.

5 Minutes to Midtown • 1 stop on F train to 63rd & Lex • 1 stop on Tram to 59th & 2nd

One, two and three bedroom residences priced from $595,000 to over $1.255 million.
20 year tax abatement

8 0 0 . 9 4 2 . 0 9 3 7   w w w. r i v e r w a l k n y c . c o m   

Sales and Design Center: 455 Main Street  Roosevelt Island  NY 10044

The complete offering terms are in an Offering Plan available from Sponsor. File No. CD-07-0413. Sponsor: Riverwalk Court, LLC, 60 Columbus Circle, New York, New York 10023.  Riverwalk Court 
Condominiums 415 Main Street, New York, New York 10044. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We encourage 
and support an affi rmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin. 

Artist Rendering

Come for  the  Greenery. . .  S tay  for  the  V iew
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PS/IS 217 Lists Honor Roll
Gold Level
Noorain Ahmad, Journey Barrera, James Barkley, Medoune Cisse,
Nyomza Djaferi, Laurence Figueroa, Abhik Giri, Janelle Hawkins,
Linh Hoang, Kanika James, Laura Kabadi, Xin Angela Lu,
Sherbano Maqbool, Sabah Mehjabeen, Izziany Muna, Phoung Nguyen,
Phuong Nguyen, Carolina Oliveira, Gabriella Oliveira, Mamadou Sall,
Marieme Sall, Jules Shackman, Yakov Trukhin.

Silver Level
Uzair Amin, Qwameesha Brown, Kevin Kabadi, Andrew Marzan,
Robert Mely, James Mero, Anthony Ramsumare, Jade Rigos, Amy Tarar,
Esther Turay.

Bronze Level
Saad Afif, Ramon Guzman, Song Hong, Sahiem Lockwood, Eric Mero,
Roy Mosquitta, Robert Ruiz, Arslan Tarar, Ndilimeke Thomas,
Esma Williams.

Governor Eliot Spitzer
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY  12224
Dear Governor Spitzer:

We are writing to you as the local elected officials who represent the residents of Roosevelt Island.  As you
know, Roosevelt Island is governed by the Roosevelt Island Operation Corporation (RIOC), a public benefit
corporation whose board members are appointed by you as Governor.  For many years now, Roosevelt Is-
landers have sought a greater role and a more democratic voice in determining the future direction and
operation of their island home.

In response to the Islanders’ calls for better representation on the RIOC Board of Directors and in the
affairs of running the Island, the Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) held an Island-wide referen-
dum on February 5, 2008 to recommend residents’ choices for filling the six vacant or expired Board seats.

Turnout for this historic vote was unprecedented.  More people voted for the RIOC Board than for the
Presidential primary or in the 2006 elections.  Altogether, 1,718 votes were cast.

The top six candidates were Kathie Grimm, Jonathan Kalkin, Frank Farance, Erin Feely-Nahem, Fay Chris-
tian, and Howard Polivy.  These individuals truly represent the diverse nature of Roosevelt Island and include
a pediatrician, lawyer/entrepreneur, systems analyst, social worker (who runs a women’s shelter), teacher,
and an actuary.  Together they represent hundreds of years of Island residency and activism.

We applaud the results of this recommendation vote as a stunning example of civic activism and democracy
in action, and we hope that you share in that sentiment.  We hope that your Appointments Committee will
soon be providing vetting materials to the Island’s preferred RIOC Board of Directors candidates.

We are very supportive of the process undetaken by our constituents and we request that you appoint the
six winning candidates to the RIOC Board of Directors so, as set out by statute, they may be confirmed by the
State Senate as swifty as possible.

Very truly yours,

Island and Islanders to

Star in a Planned Film
Two doctoral students are planning a musical film about Roosevelt

Island.  They’re holding a meeting about it Friday evening at Gallery
RIVAA (see ComingUp, page 3).

A Necessary Music is to be a
“musically conceived performance
for film” that will “investigate the
utopian social community of
Roosevelt Island through a series
of situation- and event-based com-
positions developed in collabora-
tion with its inhabitants,” accord-
ing to a project description pro-
vided to The WIRE  by artist
Beatrice Gibson and composer
Alex Waterman.

Waterman is a PhD candidate at
NYU with a focus on avant-garde
and experimental music.  Gibson is a PhD candidate at the Centre for
Research Architecture in London, and a studio artist in residence at the
Whitney Museum of Modern Art in New York.

The film to be produced is described as “using a musical model to
examine a political, social, and spatial one, investigating the aural life
of the Island by searching for an ‘island music’ in collaboration with its
inhabitants.”  It will “invite the residents of the Island to participate in
an aural and ‘ethnographic’ enquiry that attempts through conversation
with its participants to listen to, reveal, and eventually restage the vary-
ing and multiple musics that exist on the Island.”

The proposal speaks of the
Island’s “conflated mix of
dystopian and utopian pasts,”
and of “a concrete, bucolic en-
clave, distinguished from the
City by the absence of the chaos,
vitality, and noise normally as-
sociated with urban life...  The
Island’s fortified existence is ex-
emplified by its apparent
soundlessness...  The [idea of
an] island “has become symboli-
cally charged with notions of the
exotic, the hermetic, and the
paradisical,” says the project de-
scription.

“We will explore the social
imagery of a bordered land-
scape, investigating how the Is-
land and its community [may

be] reconstructed in sound.  In the specific case of Roosevelt Island we
will ask how the conspicuous lack of built-in infrastructures of mass
entertainment, tourism, and consumer culture encourages or inhibits the
production of sound...  A Necessary Music will stage a series of scripted
events developed collaboratively and in response to conversations with
the Island’s inhabitants.”

Holiday Lighting Support
The Roosevelt Island Chamber of Commerce has provided a list of

Island merchants and organizations that contributed toward holiday light-
ing on Main Street.

Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation 4 poles $1,100
Westview/Island House management 4 poles 1,100
Urban American (Eastwood management) 4 poles 1,100
Rivercross management 1 pole 275
Youth Center / Beacon Program 200
Main Street Theatre 1 pole 275
PTA of PS/IS 217 1 pole 275
Roosevelt Island Disabled Association 100
Roosevelt Island Senior Association 100
Trellis 100
Tennis Association 100
New York National Bank 1 pole 275
M&D Deli 50
China One 50
Cards & Gifts (stationery store) 50
Dr. Katherine Grimm 50
Dr. Lawrence Itskowitch 50
Dr. Jack Resnick 50

Beatrice Gibson

Alex Waterman

Elected Reps Back Community’s Nominees for
RIOC Board in Letter to Governor Eliot Spitzer

These children came out to celebrate the Chinese New Year two weeks ago, braving the cold and making a
joyful noise on Main Street.  They brought their teachers and a parent or two along to help them.

confides that he was informed in his interview about
the current climate between the community and the
Public Safety officers.  “I want to improve the way
that my officers are perceived by the residents here
on the Island.”

Guerra plans on effecting this improvement by
changing the uniform and by having the officers go
through training and retraining. “They will be going
through a number of different trainings whereby they
are going to raise their proficiency in defensive tac-
tics.” Guerra says that they will be specifically trained
in “verbal Judo, a martial art of the mind and mouth,”
which “consists of being able to interact verbally with
the public, whether that’s engaging in a conversation
that is very pleasant… all the way up the scale to a
conversation that may be confrontational in its na-
ture.”  He says that they will also be changing the
current baton, “which appears to be a stick or a club,”
to an expandable baton, “which is more of a defen-
sive instrument with offensive capabilities.  And I
think that those types of changes will be able to [im-
prove] that image – if you will, the relationship be-
tween the officers and the public.”

In his first three weeks, he has been getting his feet
wet.  One member of the RIRA Common Council
joked at a February 6 meeting that Guerra could never

be found because he had already taken a running
start and was too busy to sit at his desk.  In the pres-
ence of his officers, he seems relaxed and able to
joke, though there is an undercurrent of formality.
As he kidded with the officers while pictures were
being taken for The WIRE, they seemed unsure about
the extent to which they could be informal in re-
sponse.

As he settles into his new job, Guerra says that he
would love to be greeted by people and to meet
people on the Island.  “I do like to interact with the
public.  There are a lot of fascinating people here on
the Island.”  (He says that he’s easily identifiable
because he’s the person at Public Safety who’s al-
ways in a suit.)  “I do want individuals who have
items of concern to bring them to my attention, so
that during this getting-to-know-you process I would
like there to be some dialogue and some feedback.
I do represent my department and I am going to sup-
port them.  However, I want the job done correctly
and I want it done with professionalism, with cour-
tesy.”

He knows that his goal of creating a better rela-
tionship between the community and Public Safety
is not going to be reached easily, but he says, “What
I would like is that we do this together.  I am a re-
sult-oriented individual.  I have goals... and they get
done.”  Guerra adds, “I know it’s difficult because
there was a little bit of a gap in the leadership here.
But if they give me a chance and an opportunity,
they will definitely see results.”

When a RIOC staff member sees him and jokes
that he is surprised Guerra is still here, he laughs,
but then says soberly that he’s not going anywhere
soon.  As he said at the RIRA meeting and again for
this interview, “I don’t look at this as a stepping-
stone job.  I look to be here for a while.”

Guerra from page 1

Every WIRE Friday at 10, a congenial group
gathers to stuff and count the newspaper
for distribution.  Join us!

Call Teri Sheridan at 212-319-7408
or e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Lunch is provided.
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unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for March 15 issue:  Tuesday, March 11
Deadline for March 29 issue:  Tuesday, March 25

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island.  If you are
moving or relocating, please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683,
cell 917-225-0655.  Thank you.

SEEKING SHORT-TERM SUBLET on Roosevelt lsland.  Need furnished apartment
for visiting parents of Island resident for month of May 2008.  Call Lauren,
212-588-0862.

STUDIO WANTED for one month, April or May, older woman, non-smoking.
Call Fay at 813-420-3884.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days.  212-593-0750.

TOTALLY FREE INTERNET advertising.  Website swapping.  mycasusa.com
myspace.com/mycasusa.  1-347-661-5175.  thru 05/03/08

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.

HEALTH COUNSELING InnerFoods.com 646-840-0336.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

TUTORING – English professor available.  Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis.  646-319-3873.

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses removed.  917-916-5306.  thru 2/22/08

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group.  Call 212-355-3848.

CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

DONATE YOUR USED COMPUTERS to Orphans International, 540 Main St. #418.
Call 212-755-7285 for pickup.  Our IT staff will delete and obliterate your personal
data, leaving a clean “brand-new” computer for our grade school for 50 orphans in
Sri Lanka.  Kids’ educational software also welcome.  linda@oiww.org.

CAT SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER – Will lovingly care for your pet.  Overnight available.  917-912-0704.

MOVING?  Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.  Reach
every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into dollars.

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   
 

Friday, February 22 at 5:20 pm 

Friday, February 29 at 5:28 pm 

Friday, March 7 at 5:36 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-
lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher 

Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-

tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel 
Sha-bos Ko-desh.  

 

Translation: Blessed are 
You, Lord our G-d, King of the 

universe, who has sanctified 

us with His commandments, 
and commanded us to kindle 

the light of the holy Shabbat. 

duchmansri@gmail.com 

Please visit our website at 

www.rijewish.org 

PURIM 
 

Please join us for 
 

“Purim on the Roof” 
 

Friday, March 21st 
at 5:30pm 

425 Main St. - Party Room 
 

Interactive Megillah reading * 
Hamentashen * Festive Purim/

Shabbat Meal * 
 

Suggested donation $18 
 

Pesach Seder 
*Stay tuned for more info* 

promise is evaporating before our eyes, and our newest residential construction is not
providing and will not provide a solution.  What a pity.

Did You Know?
Did you know that a world-class art installation exists in Long Island City not far from

our Roosevelt Island Bridge?  PS 1 Contemporary Art Center, an affiliate of the Museum
of Modern Art (MoMA), is hosting “WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution,” an Inter-
national Traveling Exhibit, already shown in Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., that will
proceed to Vancouver, B.C., when its current New York run ends May 10.

I mention this because the exhibition includes Crossroads Community (the Farm), a
presentation by Bonnie Sherk whose impact on Southpoint Park and on PS/IS 217 has
been chronicled in this column.  This is a visual recounting of an early (1974) “Life Frame”
that “…resulted in the ecological transformation of 7 acres of derelict land adjacent to, and
incorporating, a major freeway interchange, into an Urban Farm, Art, Community Envi-
ronmental Education Center, State PreSchool, and new City Farm Park in San Francisco.”

Bonnie sees this early work as a precursor to her ideas that resulted in the PS/IS 217
schoolyard garden and that, with a Public Purpose grant, may involve the student and
senior populations at the school and at Coler-Goldwater Hospital in projects at Southpoint
Park and elsewhere on Roosevelt Island.

The museum charges a modest fee and is located at 22-25 Jackson Avenue at 46th Av-
enue.  It is accessible by E,V, and 7 subway lines.  Even if feminist art isn’t your cup of tea,
I recommend Ms. Sherk’s work to you as an example of what is possible with what she
calls a “Life Frame” that can “…transform and add incredible vitality, beauty, and life to a
community.”  Check it out.

RIRA Column from page 2

To the Editor:

For FDR Memorial – 4 Freedoms Park, by Louis Kahn, at Southpoint

One day soon, at Southpoint’s Louis Kahn Memorial – 4 Freedoms Park,
Time and tide will stop and you and me and us all,
Children and adults, scholars and workers, toilers and gawkers,
Sitting and reading, singing and playing,
Writing and reflecting, walking and chatting,
Will become witnesses of history
And living recorders of our moment.

Its peaceful, grassy lawn
Will let us all forget
Our short, tumultuous lives,
The endless fight, one’s own
Or someone else’s grimmer, harsher plight.

Curled up on benches made
Of Island-quarried stone,
We’ll count the barges, ships and skiffs
Pulling and hauling, moving further North
Undeterred by the toll and toil
Of human fate, by the endless debates
Under the official UN dome.

And we’ll know we’re all
A little better off for gazing
At the Louis Kahn Memorial illuminated till dawn,
As we remember FDR’s words and as we pray.

We’ll hear the laughter of a child
Flying a piebald kite, or the sounds of a picnic,
Our lively morning stroll enriched
By a sense of living history:  the haunted Gothic arches of Renwick ruins
Where gulls still prowl, amid the Memorial’s rocks and stones
Warmed by the sun, as the seasons come and go,
As the treetops above their humble pillars bordering the lawn,
Change from celadon to copper then to sugary snow
And finally to glossy green.

There will always be a welcome for myriad visitors and Island natives, both.
What better place than Louis Kahn Memorial – 4 Freedoms Park,
Inspired by its design, with modesty and majesty
In perfect harmony, to ponder the present and the future,
Of our planet, before it’s too late,
Since even Rockefeller Center’s Atlas,
Has transferred his burden to others,
To you and me and us all.

Laurence Lacoste Brodsky

Letters from page 3

Dana Levy 917-912-0704
on the Island

Give your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifttttt

HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214



Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island

212-753-5505

Have a happy and healthy 2008.

Office Hours
Monday & Friday – 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wedneday – 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday – Sick visits by appointment only, late afternoon

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

501A Main Street
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ARE YOUR PARENTS

GETTING FRAILER?
DON�T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076
531 Main Street

~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network

New Customers:
UP TO $50 OFF
on Transferred
Prescriptions!

$10 each for up to 5
new or transferred

prescriptions.

Cannot be combined with any
other offer or Costco price quotes.

Expires 4/30/08.

235 E 57               212-310-0111
For your convenience, 2 more branches:  2nd & 68th, Lex & 34th

50% off
HealthSource Brand

Vitamins

40% Off
All Major Vitamin Lines

Some exclusions; limit 1 per family

2 blocks from Tram
between 2nd & 3rd

HealthSource
Pharmacy & Health Food Store

FREE DELIVERY
To Any

Roosevelt Island
Address

•
We Are PROUD

To Be Your Chain
Drugstore
Alternative

•
We Match

Costco’s Lowest
Prescription

Prices

$3 off any purchase
of $15 or more.

$5 off any purchase
of $30 or more.

Limit 1 per family.  Cannot be
combined with any other offer.
Excludes prescriptions, sale, &
discounted items.

Expires 4/30/08.

Medical Supplies
• We sell & rent Durable Medical Equipment

• We Accept Medicare Assignment

• Knowledgable staff available

to answer your questions

Health Food
• Large Selection of Natural and

Organic Products

• Vitamins at Manhattan’s Best Prices

• Nutritionist on Staff

Jadwiga’s
Crossing
$19.95
available at
Wre Are One
599 Main St.

a story of the
Great

Migration
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www.doorstorefurniture.com • For national ordering call: (877) DOOR STORE

MANHATTAN • BROOKLYN • QUEENS • WESTCHESTER• LONG ISLAND • NEW JERSEY

UPPER EAST SIDE: 969 3rd Ave. at 58th St. (212) 421-5271 MIDTOWN: 1 Park Ave. at 33rd St. (212) 679-9700

UPPER WEST SIDE: 601 Amsterdam Ave. at 89th St. (212) 501-8699 CHELSEA: 123 W. 17th St. Bet. 6th & 7th Aves. (212) 627-

1515 BROOKLYN,NY: Showroom & Clearance Store, 475 Atlantic Ave., near 3rd (718) 237-6888

QUEENS, NY: 88-12 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst.Across from Queens Center mall. Free parking! (718) 478-DOOR

SCARSDALE,NY: Showroom & Clearance Store, 945 Central Ave,Midway Shopping Center,next to Linens ’n Things (914) 723-

5313CARLE PLACE,NY: 167 Old Country Rd,btwn.Panera Bread & Linens‘nThings.Across from Roosevelt Field Mall.(516) 747-

DOOR MANHASSET, NY: 1457 Northern Blvd. at Shelter Rock Rd, opp. Lord & Taylor.

(516) 627-2420 EAST HANOVER, NJ: 136 Rt. 10 West, 2nd floor above Baja Fresh, in front of Target

(973) 884-8766 SECAUCUS, NJ: Showroom & Clearance Store, 100 Enterprise Ave. South (201) 864-8844

Storewide sale ends 2/29/08. Reductions off sugg. retail. Financing available. †Assembly required.

Open the door to great savings.

3 day local
delivery

of in-stock
items!

We can afford all that we need; but

we cannot afford all that we want.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt

We disagree.
Get what you want at

affordable prices at Door Store.

Bolero Leather Queen Storage Bed $99999†

King size also available.

Leather Storage Bench $29999

Leather Storage Cube (with Tray Top)
$14999

Sleep Serenity Queen Orthopedic Mattress $39999

SHOP OUR

EXTENDED

STOREWIDE

PRESIDENTS’ SALE!

SHOP OUR

EXTENDED

STOREWIDE

PRESIDENTS’ SALE!

Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation

Open to People of All Faith
Backgrounds.

“You don’t have to go off the Island
to find a great little church!”

Worship is at 10:00 AM
Coffee and Goodies Right After.

Holy Week Schedule, 3/20-21
Maundy Thursday Supper, 6:00 PM,

Thur. & Fri. Worship, 7:00 PM
Lew Johnson, Vicar – 917-297-8934


