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Will It Matter?

Survey Seeks Resident

Views on FDR Memorial

Planned for Southpoint
by Dick Lutz

In a survey distributed with this issue of The Main Street WIRE,
Roosevelt Islanders are being asked what they think of the late Louis
Kahn’s design for Four Freedoms Park, in a poll planned by the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association.  But it’s not likely they’ll have
much influence on the future of that
lower half of the length of
Southpoint Park, at least as RIOC
President Steve Shane sees it.

Late last week, Shane talked with
The WIRE about the history of the
Kahn plan and the factors going
into a decision.  The full 29-minute
interview is available as high-defi-
nition video on The WIRE’s
Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.

“This is a bigger project than just
for the people of Roosevelt Island,
especially for the 100 people who
really care about this or the 77 who
showed up at the meeting [last
week]...  Maybe there were people
who couldn’t come, so let’s double
that number.  Let’s triple that num-
ber.  Whatever it is, it’s not a sig-
nificant portion of the population
of Roosevelt Island, let alone of the
City of New York, the State of New
York, the United States, and the
world.  And this is a project that
transcends the immediacy of inter-
est of the people of Roosevelt Is-
land, especially given its anteced-
ent agreement...  The fact is that for

the present people
[living here] to be the decision-makers for the next 100
years seems to me to be a little self-assuming.”

But it’s not Shane alone who will determine the influ-
ence of present-day Roosevelt Islanders on the future
of Southpoint Park.  Those “antecedent agreements” will

be an important factor, as will the ability of the Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute [FERI] to raise $30 million or more – triple the amount
it says is presently committed.

Shane talked about the history.  “When the Island was dedicated by
the City to the State and its name was changed from Welfare Island to
Roosevelt Island, it was done with some ceremony, which included,
among other things, the execution of an agreement... that on the south-
ernmost point would be created a memorial park to FDR, to be designed
and built along the lines of a plan that UDC [the Urban Development
Corporation] was to develop.  They were to hire and pay the architect,
Louis Kahn, which they did, and that plan was to be built by UDC.  The

The cherry trees on the west channel at the south campus of Coler-Goldwater Hospital are in bloom.  It’s one
of Roosevelt Island’s don’t-miss experiences.
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Images courtesy FDR Four Freedoms Park.  Renderings by Vladislav Yeliseyev.

Briefly...
• The longtime director of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program,

Charlie DeFino (right), has returned to the job.  He left in 2006
after the RIOC administration of Herb Berman denied the Youth
Program a long-promised expansion into the former Lilies Chris-
tian School at the southern end of Eastwood.  RIOC is going to
renovate the space, and it has been considered as a new location
for Public Safety, a move opposed by some because, seen as prime
rental property, it had been denied to the Youth Center.

• Noisy weekend work on the Roosevelt Island Bridge, the
subject of complaints two weeks ago, will be repeated on April 5
and 6 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

• Thirteen low-income apartments are in the application stage
at 71st Street and First Avenue.  Full information is on-line with
this issue of The WIRE at nyc10044.com.
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Community Survey Planned

FDR Memorial, Short of Funds,
Faces Controversy and a Deadline

One of the most controversial features of Louis Kahn’s
Four Freedoms Park design is also its main feature –
“the room” at the southern tip of the Island.

This approach to “the room” provides a river-to-river view,
but the room itself restricts the panorama.  Interrupted
vistas were often criticized in Tuesday night’s meeting.

Phase I of the
Southpoint plan
includes the
Renwick Ruin
and everything
north (the lower
part of this plot).
Four Freedoms
Park, the Louis
Kahn design,
would occupy
all the land
south of the
ruin.

by Dick Lutz

Just 77 Islanders turned out Tuesday night to
see and hear a presentation on the Louis Kahn-
designed memorial to Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
But that number could not be taken as a rating of

the passion about the suitability
of Kahn’s design for the south-
ern ha lf (by length) of
Southpoint Park.  Most of the
residents expressed themselves
exhibited strong feelings.

The Kahn design faces some-
thing of a deadline, though one
whose date is not yet specific.
By sometime late this year or
early next, the Trust for Public
Land (TPL) will start building
Phase I, the northern few acres

of Southpoint Park.  The President of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), Steve
Shane, said the close-out date for the Kahn me-
morial will come “when development of Phase I
of Southpoint Park reaches the stage where it’s no
longer able to be traversed for construction activ-
ity...  We are going ahead with that.  There’s going
to be a groundbreaking this summer, and the con-
struction of the park will be ongoing.  We are about
to start the stabilization of the Renwick Ruin and
we are going to do that.  Once that reaches the
stage where it’s no longer possible to traverse that
part – and the design does not permit construction
roads through it – it will no longer be possible to
access Southpoint for that purpose.”

At the same time, Shane told those attending that
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See FDR, page 10,
and graphics on pages 8 and 9

The March 29 issue of The WIRE

provided an extensive set of
graphics illustrating the Louis
Kahn plan for Four Freedoms

Park at Southpoint.  It is on line at
nyc10044.com/wire/2814/wire2814.pdf.
Additional renderings and
information also on the website of
the Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute at www.feri.org.

Rendering: Wallace, Roberts & Todd, LLC

Strecker Laboratory
(landmark, adapted as an
MTA power substation)

Renwick Ruin
(landmark)

FDR Four Freedoms Park
section is planned for the
acreage south of this walkway

Composite by
Mitchell/Giurgola

Architects

Amba Singh

The Trust for Public Land has released this
schematic design for the planned north
section of Southpoint Park.  Phase I will
stabilize the Renwick Ruin and provide
lawns, gardens, and woodland.  Phase II,
which is not yet funded, will include a dock
as well as final restoration of the ruin.

RIOC is considering an expansion of the Public
Safety Department (PSD) offices that would include
the vacant bakery property and, between PSD’s
present quarters and the bakery, a portion of the
ground-level entryway to the Cultural Center and the
Main Street Theatre.

RIOC would “use the mezzanine across the top of
the bakery,” RIOC President Steve Shane told
TheWIRE, “probably moving our engineering depart-
ment out of [RIOC headquarters at 591 Main Street]
because we’re completely out of space.”  Shane said
the change would give PSD separate locker rooms
for the men and women in the department, an exer-
cise room, and “really good executive offices” for
the director and assistant director.  He added, “It
would provide a place for the community to come
in and address Public Safety that doesn’t look like a
real rat-hole or something out of Dickensian En-
gland.”

RIOC had been considering the former Lilies Chris-
tian School space at the north end of Eastwood (504
Main Street) as a possible new home for Public Safety,
but met resistance from the community and from some
members of the RIOC Board.  The change being con-
sidered, Shane said, “would solve the space problem
and it looks like, programmatically, it would work
for them, and it will answer some of the community
concerns about locating Public Safety elsewhere and,
at the same time, take care of our overflow problem
here [at 591 Main].”

Shane said there are people who propose to use 504
Main Street a a restaurant.  Two years ago, the Youth
Program sought to take over that space, but the RIOC
Board refused to award it to the program without fur-
ther information.  A City grant of nearly $2 million,
earmarked to prepare the facility, was lost.

RIOC Considering an MTA Strategy for
Getting Main Street’s Storefronts Filled

RIOC may have found a detour around the road-
block that’s been standing in the way of leasing out
Main Street’s retail storefronts.

It’s an approach used by the MTA, which “licenses”
its retail spaces to operators.  “We met with their gen-
eral counsel and the head of their real-estate opera-
tions,” RIOC President Steve Shane told The WIRE,
“and they have given us all their forms.  What they
do is elide the legal issue by calling them ‘licenses,’
recognizing that there is a problem [with ‘leases’]
under the Public Authorities Accountability Act.”

The Public Authorities Law was passed in response
to a Pataki administration attempt to sell land along
the Erie Canal to a developer at fire-sale prices, among

See Southpoint, page 9

other concerns.  It provides that the State must get
full value when disposing of property (as in leasing it
out), which can involve cumbersome bid preparation
not compatible with the usual small-business way of
doing things.

Shane said the MTA’s approach rests “on a ques-
tionable legal foundation,” though the policy has been
approved by the MTA’s board.  It pro-
vides that each ‘license’ may be ter-
minated with a 60-day notice if the
landlord chooses to do so for public
purposes.  “The difference between a
10-year ‘license’ and a 10-year ‘lease’
is not intellectually or practically a whole lot of dif-
ference,” Shane said, but, “If we, as a very peanut
organization, can get behind the draft of somebody
like the MTA, maybe that’s the way to go and say,
‘Well, we’re following the herd.’  We have to bite the
bullet intellectually and legally to do that, and it’s
certainly something we’re actively considering at this
point.”

Shane said the RIOC administration is likely to
bring the approach to the RIOC Board in time for its
meeting on May 22.

Public Safety May Get

Added Space Next Door

Website NYC10044

Related video coverage by Kim

Lengle is on line with this issue of

The WIRE at nyc10044.com.



Managing Editor – Dick Lutz
Reporters – Mary Camper-Titsingh, Misha Cohen, Rachel Durfee

Photographers – Maria Casotti, Vicki Feinmel, Paul Katz
Chief Proofreader – Linda Heimer

Proofreaders – Ashton Barfield, Dick FitzPatrick, Lillian Shaman
Advertising Sales – Ellen Levy, Stu Feit

Circulation Managers – Sherie Helstien, Matthew Katz, Teri Sheridan
Circulation Assistants – Jim Bates, Gwen Ryals

Human Resources – David Bauer
Legal Counsel – A. Ross Wollen

Website NYC10044 facilities – Frank Farance

Founding Publisher – Jack Resnick
Editor Emeritus – Jim Bowser

News 212-826-9055
Urgent news  917-617-0449

Advertising  917-587-3278 or
212-751-8214

Circulation 212-935-7534
e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

Website NYC10044 – nyc10044.com

Published by The Main Street WIRE
TM

©2008 Unisource2000™ Inc.
531 Main St. #413, NYC10044

TM

Judi Arond, Bubu Arya, Steve Bessenoff, Marcie Brown-Suarez, Bob Cagle, Lynn Chambers,
Carol Chen, Mark Chipman, Vivianne Codderrens, Malcolm Cohen, John Dougherty, Arlise Ellis,
Angela Grant, Teresa Hasing, Darrell Henry, Roberta Hershey, Todd Jagerson, Justice Kananjembo,
Ken Kaplan, Michael Kolba, Marilyn Mehr, Clarissa McCraley, Clinton Narine, Sandra Narine, Essie
Owens, Joan Pape, Ronnie Rigas, Ron Schuppert, Raye Schwartz, Beryl Seaforth, Nina Wintringham;
students of Legacy High School, and members of the Island Girls Project.

The

RIOC

Column

Steve Shane, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com

.

2 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Apr. 12, 2008

The

RIRA

Column

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association

e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

See RIRA Column, page 8

The Editorial Page

Errors & Omissions:
In The WIRE’s March 29 issue, credits for some graphics, all associ-

ated with Southpoint Park, were omitted.  The Southpoint Park Site Plan
on page 1 was by WRT, LLC, composited by Mitchell/Giurgola Archi-
tects.  The digital renderings were reproduced courtesy of Langan Engi-
neering.  All other renderings were courtesy Mitchell/Giurgola Archi-
tects.

Once again, Roosevelt Island is preparing to don
its mantle of cherry blossoms, and that glorious tree
between Rivercross and the Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd is leading the way.  Spring is our best season, I
think you would agree, and I’m checking out my
warm-weather duds in preparation for spending many
hours out-of-doors.  Happy Pesach, landsleit, and you
know who you are!

You will find col-
lated within the pages
of this week’s Main
Street WIRE a Com-
munity Survey asking
for your opinion as to
the appropriateness of
the Louis Kahn-de-
signed Roosevelt Me-
morial intended for
the southernmost
three acres of our Island.  For the decision-makers to
hear this community’s opinion on this project, it will
be necessary for all of us to understand what the plan
entails and to complete and submit the survey.  Un-
less large numbers of completed surveys are depos-
ited at the Public Safety office before next Saturday
evening, or mailed to the RIRA post-office box, we
will again be told that our response is invalid and that
nobody here really cares what is built or how we go
about honoring FDR.

I hope you were able to attend the presentation of
the plan on March 25, or availed yourself of the con-
siderable information in the last issue of this newspa-
per.  You can refresh your memory on The WIRE

website: nyc10044.com/wire/2814/wire2814.html.  For far too
long, nobody has asked for our input in honoring
Roosevelt Island’s namesake or how best to utilize
the southernmost three acres of our Island.  The pur-
pose of this exercise is, at long last, to rectify this
glaring omission.

Yes, there have
been surveys in the
past, as well as
town meetings at
which concerned
Islanders were
able to express
themselves.  How-
ever, the numbers
were never suffi-
cient to convince
anyone that there
was consensus
here.  The Trust for
Public Land (TPL)
included us in the
planning for a new
Southpoint Park in
a way that no one
has attempted in
planning for the
FDR Memorial.
Why?  I think it’s because TPL came here with an
open mind eager to build the park that its primary
users, this community, would value.  The Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute (FERI) has been tied

April, 2008 with spring in the air, cherry blossoms
in bloom:

1.  Board of Directors:  At the April 10, 2008 meet-
ing, the fiscal year 2008/09 Budget was presented for
adoption by the Board.  The Board authorized the cre-
ation of the position of Vice President for Planning
and Inter-Governmental Relations and approved the
appointment of Rosina Abramson to the position.  For
those with long memories, Rosina was the President
of RIOC from 1986 to 1991, during which I had the
pleasure of working closely with her.  We are fortu-
nate to have her back, with her institutional memory
and depth of contacts with other governmental agen-
cies with which RIOC interacts.  Welcome back,
Rosina!

2.  RIRA-RIOC nominations for the Board of Di-
rectors:  No word from Albany while the focus is on
the budget, conges-
tion pricing, etc.

3.  Public Safety:
The seven new hires
are into their training
program. All existing
members have had
their training and cer-
tifications updated.
Director Guerra met
with the Port
Authority’s Office of Emergency Management and it
seems likely that RIOC will be extended privileges at
some of their training facilities to cover the multiple
disciplines the PA faces.

4.  Renwick Ruin:  Contracts for fencing and clear-
ance have been let, and stabilization work is to com-
mence shortly.  Applications have been filed for nec-
essary permits.  RIOC is working on the necessary
documentation to get the appropriated $4.5 million
from the City into accessible funds.

5.  Roosevelt Memorial:  A community meeting was
held on March 25 at the Good Shepherd Community
Center for a presentation by FERI.  RIOC recorded
the event and has made it available on its website.
Councilwoman Lappin attended and spoke to the
matter.  The architect explained the drawings and plan,
which has evolved from the original design.  Com-
munity opinion was expressed, both pro and con, by
the relatively few residents who came to the meeting.
A questionnaire is included in this WIRE distribution
to try to get a much broader expression of opinion
from the approximately 4,000 residential units.

6.  Public Purpose Fund:  In the draft budget is a
proposed annual contribution of $100,000 from the
operating funds of RIOC to the Public Purpose Fund.
The present uncommitted fund balance is approxi-
mately $165,000.  The Governance Committee of the
Board, chaired by Board Member Patrick Stewart, is
going to propose a structure for administration of the
Public Purpose Fund, hopefully by the May meeting
of the Board.  RIOC has begun to receive applica-
tions for funding for the next year, and the process
would then be implemented.  The Governance
Committee’s report and suggested protocols should
be followed by the Island residents and the organiza-
tions they support.  The Youth Center is not included
in the Public Purpose process, as it has long been sup-
ported by RIOC.  There is $175,000 proposed in the
RIOC budget for the Youth Center.

7.  Tram:  Drafting RFP and final specs for the over-
haul is in full swing by both engineers and lawyers,

hopefully to be ready for publication in May.
Thornton-Tomasetti is engaged to do structural engi-
neering analysis, and RIOC is seeking a project man-
ager to take control of the entire enterprise.

Loading protocols at the Island side station have
been changed to permit waiting on the platform, eas-
ing crowding by permitting faster turnaround of the
Tram.

Please Note:  Safety drills for rescue and evacuation
from the cabins are scheduled for Sunday (April 13).
The Tram will be closed from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

8.  Health & Fitness Day:  Mark Saturday, May 17,
on your calendars as the annual Island-wide rite of
spring.  Lots of outdoor activities, races for the kids,
basketball tournament for bigger kids, etc. Watch for
announcements of activities [ad, page 7].

9.  Resurfacing fields: RIOC is carefully watching
and following the New York City lead on the ques-
tion of appropriate materials to use for artificial sur-
faces on playing fields.  Both RIOC and its consult-
ants are well aware of the health concerns expressed
about recycled rub-
ber surfaces, and
will await a deter-
mination before
proceeding.  We
hope to get the ar-
chitectural and en-
gineering work
done and let con-
tracts soon.

10.  Motorgate:
There seems to
have been a recent
spurt in malicious
mischief at
Motorgate and, de-
spite two recent ar-
rests, it has contin-
ued.  NYPD’s
114th Precinct
made an arrest on
Vernon Boulevard
on April 8, and the person confessed to 20-25 inci-
dents of break-in at Motorgate.  Perhaps this is a reso-
lution.  Higher levels of patrol and more camera sur-
veillance are being employed to address this prob-
lem.

As previously indicated, the monthly rental is be-
ing increased to $190/month for all monthly parkers,
both on Island and off, eliminating the favorable dif-
ferential for the off-Island users.

11.  Blackwell House playground:  Demolition of
the old castle has been completed in anticipation of a
new playground to be installed with the benefit of
guidance from Island Kids and Kaboom, a not-for-
profit focused on urban playgrounds.

12.  Restroom facilities:  RIOC has published an
RFP for prefabricated facilities to be located at Light-
house Park, Firefighters Field, and Capobianco Field.
Hopefully, they should be available by mid-June.
Similar facilities are contemplated for each of the east
and west entrances to Southpoint Park Phase I.

13.  Octagon lights:  To resolve a public-safety is-
sue with some dark areas, the lights on the tennis
courts were used to illuminate adjacent walkways, but
turned out to be bothersome to some tenants. By re-
wiring some circuits, we have now balanced the light-
ing and safety issues to accomplish the goal.

Lo, a State Budget
It�s pretty good, when you think about it.  A Governor leaves

office in personal disgrace and, less than a month later, we

have a budget for New York State.  Late again, but a budget,

almost on time, in spite of the turmoil.

And now?

And now we may hope that a small slice of Governor David

Paterson�s time may be available to deal with Roosevelt Is-

land, and this community�s recent election of six among us as

our nominees to the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island

Operating Corporation (RIOC), the New York State agency that

runs the show here.

Important decisions lay in our path:

� RIOC may have found a way around the provisions of

the Public Authorities Accountability Act that involves

slipstreaming the MTA, and that may hold the key to revital-

izing Main Street retail, where storefronts have gone empty

despite the availability of renters who want to do business here.

� Something really must be done about the way the Island

houses its Public Safety Department (report, page 1).  If we

want truly professional behavior on the part of our Public Safety

Officers, we have to treat them like professionals, and that

means facilities that meet minimal code, at least.

� A voice must be raised immediately about rush-hour

transportation to Manhattan, to which the MTA holds the key.

In response to repeated suggestions as to how frequency of

service might be improved here, or ways in which we might be

provided with less jammed trains arriving here in the morn-

ing, the MTA always responds, �No, that idea won�t work.�  As

Rivercross resident Marc Diamond and Island House resident

Frank Farance have observed, the MTA must be stimulated to

get proactive on this.  The MTA must come up with some ideas

of its own well before the Tram goes down for renovation.  So-

lutions tried for the Tram�s down period might also serve as

the Island�s population grows, and a short-term fix might blaze

the path for the long-term fix that is badly needed.

� Southpoint decisions are imminent (story, page 1).  While

RIOC President Steve Shane says that RIOC may be the mere

implementer of decisions made �on high,� what happens to

Roosevelt Island�s parkland � how it is used � has become criti-

cally important as, over the years, park space has given way to

more residential development.  The RIOC Board has a role in

this.  We need our resident nominees in place as those matters

are considered.

The Governor knows � because Assemblymember Micah

Kellner has told him and will tell him again � that Roosevelt

Island needs the creeping democracy represented by these com-

munity nominees.  In fact, it shouldn�t creep quite so much,

and we would greatly prefer direct election of the RIOC Board.

But while the law says the Governor must appoint, he is

the critical link in the chain and right now, it is up to him to

give Roosevelt Island a greater degree of democracy.  We are

standing by.

DL



There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.
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The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the community, and to/from officials.  Requests for
Name Withheld publication will be considered, but the writer’s name, address, and phone
number must be provided for verification and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will
not be published.  Recommended method of submission:  E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
or submit on a CD left at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, expect a
confirming response and, if you don’t receive one, resend and call 212-826-9055 to alert us that it’s been
sent.  Alternatives:  Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for typesetting.  Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered, if brief.  We are not able to take telephone dictation of letters.  All
letters subject to acceptance and editing for length and clarity.  Recommended maximum
length, 350 words; longer letters will be considered if their content merits the required space.

Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
6:00, Yoga

Tuesday
9:00-1:00, Tax Help
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:45, Theater Group
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Atlantic City trip, Tue., Apr. 15.
IHOP trip, Mon., Apr. 21, 2:00.
Mt. Haven trip, Tue., Apr. 29.
Senior Day, Sun., May 18, 1:00.

– This Weekend –
Vernissage 7, members’ seventh anniversary

show, continues through Sun Apr 27 at Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St.  Gallery hours Sat-Sun 11am-
5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm. Í

– The Coming Week –
Toastmasters Open Meeting, Mon Apr 14,

8pm, Westview Community Room.  Information:  212-751-9577.
Community Board 8 Meeting, Wed Apr 16, 6:30pm, Good Shep-

herd Community Center.  Open to the public.  Information:
212-758-4340.

Constituent Service Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner, Thu
Apr 17 (and every Thursday), 3-7pm, RIOC office, 591 Main Street.

Book Discussion – Life of Pi by Yann Martel, Thu Apr 17, 6:30pm,
New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.  Books available at
library.

– Future Weeks –
Cherry Tree Walk and Southpoint Park Tour, Sun Apr 20, 1pm,

sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Historical Society.  Donation, $5.
Meet at the Visitor Center Kiosk, Tram Plaza (on the Island).

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue, Sat Apr 26.  (To receive e-mail
bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadlines:  Ads in the paper,

Thu Apr 17; decision on circulars/inserts for The Bag, Mon
Apr 21; they are due Thu Apr 24.  Additional issues in
2008:  May 17, 31; June 14, 28; Aug 2, 30; Sept 13, 27;
Oct 11, 25; Nov 8, 22; Dec 6, 20; then every two weeks
starting Jan 17 2009.  News phone, 212-826-9055; urgent
matters, 917-617-0449.  Advertising, display and classi-

fied:  212-751-8214.
Meet the Authors of Images of America: Queensboro Bridge, Judith

Berdy and Robert Singleton, Sat Apr 26, 11am-1pm, Visitor Center
Kiosk, Tramway Plaza (on the Island).

Toastmasters Open Meeting, Mon Apr 28, 8pm, Westview Com-
munity Room.  Information:  212-751-9577.

Roosevelt Island Young Artists
Show, opening Sat May 3, 3pm,
Gallery RIVAA, running through
Sun May 25.  Works by students of
PS/IS 217, the Child School/
Legacy High School, and the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery.
Gallery hours Sat-Sun 11am-5pm,
Wed & Fri 6-9pm.

Deadline to sign up for Health & Fitness Day Basketball Tourna-
ment, Tue May 6.  Contact Othniel at 212-832-4540, ext. 321.

Constituent Service Hours for State Sen. José Serrano, Tue May 6,
3-7pm, RIOC office, 591 Main St.  Info:  212-828-5829.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed May 7, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Toastmasters Open Meeting, Mon May 12, 8pm.  Visitors welcome.
Information:  212-751-9577.

Book Discussion – Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser, Thu May
15, 6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.  Books
available at library.

Free mammogram, Sat May 17, starting at 9am, mammography van
at Capobianco Field.  Appointment required – call 800-564-6868.

Second Annual Health and Fitness Day, Sat May 17, 11am-4pm,
Capobiano Field.  Free health screenings, information booths, aerobic
clinics, sports clinics, free giveaways, activities for kids.  Information:
212-832-4540.  Sponsored by RIOC.

R&R Chamber Music Concert, Sat May 17, 7pm, Good Shepherd
Community Center.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu May 22, 4:30pm, Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.  Town-hall meeting, at end of formal session, for resi-
dent comments and questions.

Toastmasters Open Meeting, Mon May 26, 8pm.  Visitors welcome.
Information:  212-751-9577.

Shakespeare in the Park, Much Ado About Nothing, Sat-Sun May
31-June 1, 2pm, Rivercross Lawn.
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After deadline, letters are considered on a space-available basis.
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April-May
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To the Editor:
Here are a few points that have

not been made about the Kahn
FDR Memorial.  (I was unable to
attend the public meeting.)  Per-
haps they will help readers see
things differently.

• The tip of our Island is unstable
landfill from the various tunnels
dug through.  Kahn has anchored
the shifting dirt with huge (and
expensive) stone pillars going
down to bedrock.

• He edged the narrow finger of
parkland with stone to withstand
the pounding high tides, pounding
storms, spraying briny water, con-
stant erosion.  It’s called the East
River, but our little Island sits in a
salt water estuary with tides so
strong they are the first site of an
experiment to harness them for
electrical energy.

Any green lawn or shrubbery
planted along the shore, touched by
the moving salt water, will not last
the first storm that whips up a
higher tide.

• The lovely tree-sheltered walk-
ways under shade trees are a mas-
ter stroke. There is something
about a formal garden that encour-
ages our best behavior.  You don’t
see people drop cigarettes or soda
bottles in formal gardens.  This one
is a miniature jewel.

• Just a few hundred feet north
is the original southern part of our
Island – high, wide, solid, stable
ground.  A thousand people and
more watch the fireworks, and
gaze at the incredible vistas and the
iconic buildings of the greatest City
in the world.

We’re surrounded on all sides of
our Island with the overwhelming
industrial marvel that is New York
City.  Is it possible to experience
nature here, which we yearn for?
Can we recapture how it was for
Henry Hudson, for the Blackwells,
for the American Indians?

Kahn has given us the way – pro-
tected grass, walkways under the
trees, directing our eyes low to the
moving waves and the changing
tides, to the alighting birds and
flopping fish, screening out the
21st century from a mere three
acres.

It’s us and nature here, not over-
whelmed by the sights of a rich
City from which we may not share
the largesse.  Only a Kahn could
figure out how to do that on a spit
of unstable earth.

• The roofless stone “room” – the
fingernail at the end – is Kahn at
his timeless best.  It can take bru-
tal storms and rising tides, even if
global warming raises the water
level 12 inches or more.

It is open to the sky, inscribed
with Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms (for
which we fought WWII, my war), a
space for contemplation and celebra-
tion, its open side facing the UN,
where so many Island residents have
served.  Anchored in bedrock, with
low maintenance costs, it is a fitting
memorial to the great man for whom
our Island is named.

• Dr. Jack Resnick offers a splen-
did idea to celebrate Roosevelt’s
disability, which he hid, standing
on pre-set braces, never ever per-
mitting his picture to be taken in a
wheelchair.  (He thought he would
not be elected – and probably
wouldn’t be, even today.)  There’s
plenty of room for a statue of him
in a wheelchair, or drawings in-
cised on the walls.

I invite you to stop me on the
street or in Trellis to talk.  This is a
timeless work of genius, it will
guarantee that no one will build a
motel down there, and I would like
to help raise money for it.

Ethel G. Romm

To the Editor:
This letter is in response to com-

ments made about Roosevelt Is-
land Search and Rescue (RISAR)
by Mr. Steve Shane, President of
RIOC, that were published in the
March 29 issue of The WIRE.  As
Chief of Operations of RISAR, I
feel the need to clarify a few things
that were mentioned in his column.

First and foremost, RISAR has
never responded to any Public
Safety calls.  Calls from FDNY are
monitored on a RISAR scanner, so
we hear all calls before Roosevelt
Island Public Safety.  They respond
when they see FDNY coming
down Main Street.  That is when
they are summoned.  I believe that
all residents call 911 first, not Pub-
lic Safety.  That’s the rule of thumb.
RISAR is not, and should never be,
compared to or confused with Pub-
lic Safety.  RISAR was established
to enhance the Emergency Medi-
cal Response times on Roosevelt
Island.  This was done primarily
because the response time for an
FDNY ambulance  to calls on
Roosevelt Island averages 15 to 25
minutes.  Although we are consid-
ered part of Manhattan, all EMS
[emergency medical] services are
sent from Queens.  When ambu-
lances are not available in Queens,
some are redirected from Brook-
lyn.  This affects the quality of life
for residents experiencing a medi-
cal emergency on Roosevelt Is-
land.

It is not our function to interfere
with the job of Public Safety.  Our
members have responded to calls
for an intoxicated person or an in-
jured person that were dispatched
by FDNY/EMS, but we were there
in case the person needed imme-
diate medical attention.  We have
also: revived several residents who
were victims of Sudden Cardiac
Arrest; rescued people from stalled
elevators; responded to “lift jobs”
(people who have fallen out of
wheelchairs, etc.); and assisted
residents in opening their cars
when they had locked their keys
inside.

Second, all members of RISAR
are certified by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, and
comply with the standards set forth
by the New York State Department
of Health.  The majority of
RISAR’s members are New York
State-certified Emergency Medical
Technicians who work either in the
private sector or for a 911 system.
Other members are certified in ba-
sic first aid and professional res-
cuer CPR/AED (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and automated exter-
nal defibrillation).  Although at this
point we are not recognized as a
First Response Service or a Trans-
porting Ambulance Service,
RISAR is covered under the Good
Samaritan Laws, as defined by the
New York State Department of
Health, Bureau of Emergency
Medical Services, under Article 30,
Section 3000-A (Emergency
Medical Treatment) of the NYS
Public Health Law.  This section

Home-delivered meals:  212-744-5022

Governor David Paterson
Executive Chamber
State Capitol, Albany, NY  12224
Dear Governor Paterson:

I am writing on behalf of the resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island on this,
the anniversary of the creation of
the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC), a public-ben-
efit corporation which governs the
Island and whose board members
are appointed by you as Governor.
For many years now, Roosevelt
Islanders have sought a greater role
and a more democratic voice in
determining the future direction
and operation of their Island home.

In response to the Islanders’ calls
for better representation on the
RIOC Board of Directors and in the
affairs of running the Island, the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) held an Island-wide
referendum on February 5, 2008,
to recommend residents’ choices
for filling the six vacant or expired
Board seats.

Turnout for this historic vote was
unprecedented.  More people voted
for the RIOC Board than in the
Presidential primary or for Gover-
nor in the 2006 election.  Alto-
gether, 1,718 residents came out
and cast ballots.

The top six candidates were
Kathie Grimm, Jonathan Kalkin,
Frank Farance, Erin Feely-Nahem,
Fay Christian, and Howard Polivy.
These individuals truly represent
the diverse nature of Roosevelt Is-
land and include a pediatrician,
lawyer/entrepreneur, systems ana-
lyst, social worker (who runs a
women’s shelter), teacher, and an
actuary.  Together they represent
hundreds of years of Island resi-
dency and activism.

Former Governor Spitzer was
gracious enough to begin the
vetting process by scheduling in-
terviews with each of the winning
candidates and his Appointments
office.  However, these appoint-
ments were understandably can-
celled during the recent transition
to your administration.  It is my
hope that you will pick up where
former Governor Spitzer left off
and these interviews can quickly
be re-scheduled so that the vetting
process can go forward.

I believe that the recommenda-
tion vote was a stunning example
of civic activism and democracy in
action, and I hope that you share
in that sentiment.  I am very sup-
portive of the process undertaken
by the residents of Roosevelt Is-
land, and I request that, if they are
successfully vetted, you appoint
the six winning candidates to the
RIOC Board of Directors so that,
as set out by statute, they may be
confirmed by the State Senate as
swiftly as possible.

I very much look forward to
working with your administration,
and I know that you will be a friend
to Roosevelt Island’s thousands of
residents.  Thank you for your con-
sideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,
Micah Z. Kellner

Assembly Member See Letters, page 8



4 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Apr. 12, 2008

Laguardia $16
Newark $65 & toll

Kennedy $32

Reliable

AIRPORT
transportation

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
• • • Family Special • • •

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
and 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50

Cheese Pie:  Large $13.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese $16.75

Pineapple & cheese $16.00

– FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,

Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3

Closed Tuesday

Established 1971

455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688

Free delivery ($10 minimum)

seeks FEATURE WRITERS
and REPORTERS as contributors...

We also need volunteers for WIRE-Friday
“stuffing” sessions in which the newspaper and

advertising fliers are stuffed, counted, and boxed
for Island-wide delivery.

Lunch is provided.

Call Dick Lutz at 212-826-9056
or e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

April 2008

To the Residents of Roosevelt Island:

This is to introduce you to Roosevelt Island Search And Rescue (RISAR).
RISAR was incorporated in 2005 as a non-profit tax-exempt corporation to
bring emergency medical care to the residents of Roosevelt Island.  RISAR
Volunteers are Emergency Medical Technicians, and are certified in cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation and basic first aid.  RISAR is also certified by NYC
and NYS as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

RISAR is conducting a fund drive in which we hope to raise the monies
associated with providing a Volunteer Ambulance Corps to the Island.  We
are hoping that the generosity of the Roosevelt Island residents will help us
achieve our goal.  We are asking that residents make a “suggested” donation
of $30 a year to RISAR.  This adds up to about 8 cents per day.  Of course,
you may donate any amount you wish and all donations are fully tax-
deductible.

RISAR is also an authorized training agency for the American Safety and
Health Institute (ASHI).  We provide monthly classes in Cardio-Pulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR), Automated External Defibrillation (AED), and basic
first aid to the residents of Roosevelt Island.  These classes are $25 per person,
per class.  Residents who are members of various civic organizations of the
Island are entitled to a further discount.

RISAR is also available to speak at your local civic association meetings and
provide FREE blood pressure screenings at your functions.  We are also
available for standby at local sports and recreational events.  Please notify us
at least two (2) weeks before your scheduled event if you would like us to
cover your event.

For more information on our class schedules, or to volunteer with RISAR,
please call 212-752-4003.  To make a donation, please make checks payable
to “Roosevelt Island Search And Rescue.”  All donations can be mailed to
RISAR, 546 Main Street, 7th Floor, Roosevelt Island, N.Y 10044.

Roosevelt IIIIIsland Search And Rescue

546 Main Street – 7th Floor
Roosevelt Island, New York 10044

Office: 212-752-4003
E-Mail:RISAR10044@aol.com

WWW.RISAR10044.COM

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY CANDLE LIGHSHABBAT & HOLIDAY CANDLE LIGHTING TING   
 

Friday, April 11 at 7:13 pm 

Friday, April 18 at 7:21 pm 

Saturday, Aprday, April 19 - Eve of the 1st day  

of Passover after 8:23pm 

Sunday, April 20 - Eve of the 2nd day 

of Passover after 8:24 pm 

Friday, April 25 - Eve of the 

7th day of Passover at 7:28 pm 

Saturday, April 26 - Eve of  

the 8th day of Passover after 8:31pm 

duchmansri@gmail.com 

Please visit our website at 

www.rijewish.org 

ROOSEVELT ISLAND 

COMMUNITY SEDER 
 

Saturday, April 19th at 7:00pm 
Sunday, April 20th at 7:00pm 

 

425 Main Street 

 

Please call 212-652-5660 for more 
information and for all your other 

Passover needs 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-

lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher 

Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-

vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel: 

Shabbat: Sha-bos Ko-desh 

Holidays: Yom Tov 

Free Hand Made Shmurah Matzah 

available for YOUR seder  
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Professional

Tax Preparation
on Roosevelt Island

Free Electronic Filing

Rapid Refunds Available

Accountable Financial

Management Corp.
599 Main Street

212-644-8231
Mon.-Fri.: 10am-7pm

Saturday:  11am-3pm

Celebrating our 9th year on Roosevelt Island

and over 20 years in business

See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Taxes
If you hadn’t noticed, the deadline
has arrived.  It’ll all be over – soon.

But you can always apply for an
extension, right?  Whatever your

tactic for survival of April 15 (that’s
Tuesday, folks), when it’s all over
and you can breathe a fresh sigh

of relief, do it at Trellis, over coffee,
with friends.  It’s a terrific way to
relieve that annual headache that

comes right around now.

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $32 � LGA $16 � Newark $65+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20

Save this Coupon
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Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation

Open to People of All Faith
Backgrounds.

“You don’t have to go off the Island to
find a great little church!”

Worship is at 10:00 AM
Coffee and Goodies Right After.

Sunday School, 9:30 AM
Youth Group, 11:30 AM

Lew Johnson, Vicar. 917-297-8934.

ISLAND KIDS WINTER SEMESTER

TODDLER BOOK AND CRAFT CLUB
Mondays: 2-3 years   9:45-10:30

3-4 years  11:00-11:45

MUSIC WITH JAMES
5 months-4 years:  Mondays  5:00-5:45

CREATIVE PLAY:  PRE-SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE
2-4 years:  Wednesdays  3:45-5:00

TUMBLING
Thursdays: 18 months-2.3 years  9:30-10:15

2.4-4 years  10:30-11:15

THE BABY GROUP
Newborn-14 months:  Fridays 11:30-12:30

COOKING AND CERAMICS FOR KIDS
TUESDAYS STARTING IN FEBRUARY:   4-12 YEARS
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION IS ON-GOING.
CALL 212-317-0216 OR E-MAIL

LEOPOLDS6@YAHOO.COM
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION
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To the Editor:
On the subject of Southpoint’s Roosevelt Memo-

rial plans, clearly Roosevelt Island residents need pro-
fessional help and fast before another of our open
spaces is wrenched from us by the land-grab barons!
Or will we just sit back in abject timidity, allowing
our common sense to be shorted out, while the rapa-
cious governmental agencies, as usual, subvert our
wishes to their own?

The Kahn proposal is not yet written in stone, so
let’s ask ourselves:  If it goes through, will we (or
anyone else) venture to Southpoint for more than just
the initial couple of exploratory look-sees?  If your
answer is affirmative, stop reading.  But if you would
rather realize more (much more) from this valuable
portion of land, how about asking Columbia
University’s Urban Planning Department to help de-
fine what we want and to lend gravitas and expertise
toward a compromise that would give something to
everyone?

Think:  On that small section of our Island world,
what would actually provide the most for the most
people?  Let’s be realists.  We don’t have the expanse
of Washington, D.C.  A vibrantly active area – not
one that is three-quarters passive – would better suit
us and our needs, exciting our (and “foreign”) inter-
est far more than would a static monument.  Although
minuscule, Southpoint should be considered ex-
tremely important – so much so that we should be
willing to expend meaningful energy in mounting a
fight toward bending the projected program.  Or do
we simply not care?

There was a bandshell in the prehistoric plans for
this southernmost acreage.  It appears forgotten.  And
how about the future of our revenue-producing July
fireworks?  And the wildly popular outdoor summer
movies?  To be scrapped?  The community needs these
morale-boosting activities, but it doesn’t vitally need
this formal paean to the Roosevelts.  They must be
remembered in any plan – just not to that extent!  They
would be the first to insist that such open space be
used for the good of the majority of people, with their
own personal remembrance modest, perhaps a me-
dium-sized piece of polished and engraved serpen-
tine granite, flanked by stately low-maintenance ev-
ergreens, with a nearby fountain melodiously bub-
bling.  But a coldly elegant, otherwise mostly unus-
able monolith, taking up all the fantastically valuable
land down there, would serve mostly as a great view
for the U.N. and as an over-prideful cachet for New
York!  The U.N. has its own park and so does the city
– Central Park.

As for the world architectural community being
“wildly enthusiastic,” to them we should say, Build
your extravaganzas on land not as short and slender
as on Roosevelt Island. We simply have not enough
space for such urban luxury. Would that we did!

When thinking of that mosquito-less, channel-
confluenced area with yum views of the city, imagine
a large, graceful shell rising above a bandstand, sit-
ting on a securely-tethered barge in the east channel
(saving land space).  The orchestra inside is playing
classical and pops.  Bucolic-starved neighboring City-
dwellers and locals (much too tightly urbanized and
steeped in cement) sit enraptured on permanent, all-
weather, stepped-up (as in theaters), numbered swivel
seats.  A large screen slides electronically from the
side of the bandshell to wrap around its front open-
ing.  Weekly movies!  A 90-degree swivel and every-
one has the best, most comfortable site in the City of

to the plan designed by Louis Kahn 35 years
ago, so querying us was moot.

RIRA is asking the question now.  Unless
you, the residents of Roosevelt Island, re-
spond in numbers sufficient to convince
even the skeptics that they have heard our
voice, then this will be another exercise in
futility.  I’ve heard accusations that the same
cast of characters always appears when ques-
tions regarding the Kahn plan are raised, and
this is true.  Who else is likely to show up?
It’s a sobering thought that less than half of
the American electorate bothers to vote for
President.  And yet, the vote is still valid,
and the lesson there is contained in one of
my favorite quotes: “Decisions are made by
those who bother to show up.”

I’ve expressed my opinion on the Kahn
plan many times and now it’s your turn.  Is-
landers need to be on the record as to our
opinions, just as we were 10 years ago when
92% of residents asked for an elected RIOC
Board of Directors when responding to a
RIRA referendum question.  The result was
binding on no one, but the yearning for a
voice at the table has been on record ever
since.  My sole reason for pursuing this en-
terprise is to solicit your opinions and, in

writing the survey, I’ve turned to many
people with many points of view to help me
draft a fair and balanced document as my
own inclinations are clearly biased.  I hope
we’ve accomplished that.  However, the
exercise will be pointless without your par-
ticipation in the polling.  Won’t you stand
up and be counted?

Transportation
I would like to share with you a portion

of my President’s Report, submitted to the
RIRA Common Council at last week’s meet-
ing:  Yesterday, I met with Congressmember
Carolyn Maloney’s Chief of Staff, Minna
Elias, and Carolyn’s Deputy Chief of Staff,
Brice Peyre, to discuss some of the trans-
portation issues that we face.  As the resi-
dential development of the Island continues,
some long-term planning for both the on-
Island and the commuting transportation
problems needs to be addressed, and ad-
dressed now before the crunch turns into a
crisis.  While I’ve heard many statements of
the problem (increased Queens subway rid-
ership is impacting the Roosevelt Island sta-
tion and so on), I have yet to hear much dis-
cussion of solutions.

Rep. Maloney’s people are arranging a

meeting with the MTA to discuss our trans-
portation issues, and I expect to be included.
[Councilmember] Frank Farance has been
RIRA’s voice on many transportation issues,
and I’ve asked him to share his material with
Brice and Minna.  The two staffers men-
tioned a Hunter College team of transporta-
tion experts who have offered their services
here and I mentioned the possibility of a
Columbia University team, which
[Councilmember] Jon Kalkin brought to my
attention, making a similar free-of-charge
offer.  Our Assemblymember, Micah
Kellner, has written to New York Transit
President Howard Roberts, limning a vari-
ety of our commuting issues.  FYI, Roberts
will host a Transit Riders Council meeting
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April
16, at Two Broadway, and this is an excel-
lent forum in which to bring your bus and sub-
way issues.  When I spoke to then-president
Larry Reuter at a similar meeting in 2002, it
led directly to the inclusion of the MetroCard
system on our Tram two years later.

New Addition to Island Arts
The Rosemarie & Robin Russell Family

Concert Series on Roosevelt Island (hereaf-
ter known as the R&R Concerts) inaugurated

its fledgling project with a string-trio per-
formance to a standing-room-only audience.
Ralph Allen, Junah Chung, and Iris Jortner
presented works by Mozart, Kodály, and
Beethoven.  Did you know that each con-
cert will be preceded by Public Outreach
Performances at Island hospitals and com-
munity centers?  RIRA was able to provide
seed money for the first concerts through a
City Council award made possible by City
Councilmember Jessica Lappin.  We intend
to support R&R Concerts with continued
funding through grants and awards that
RIRA, as an Island organization and 501(c)4
corporation, is able to procure or endorse.

My hope is that R&R Concerts will be-
come a valued tradition here, and that these
professional concerts will attract audiences
from well beyond our Island’s shores.  I’ve
always been a solo performer on guitar and
so, the ability of three instruments, playing
disparate parts, to create a unified piece of
music is utterly magical to me.  A symphony
orchestra, on the other hand, is a bloody
miracle!  The next offering is on May 17, is
free of charge, and is likely to be as charm-
ing and well received as the first.  Do your-
self a favor and drop on by.

RIRA Column from page 2

To the Editor:
This Island is named after FDR,

and we should have a memorial
dedicated to this great American.
It would be appropriate on this Is-
land, of all places, that he appear
in a wheelchair.  It should be an
outdoor statue made larger than
life, but not as large as the Statue
of Liberty.  (We do need to save a
little money to spend on Main
Street.)  But like the Statue of Lib-
erty, it should be visible and lighted
so it would be seen from Manhat-
tan and the surrounding area.

Since this site will be seen from
the U.N., it would also be appro-
priate that Winston Churchill
should be present in some fashion,
showing the partnership of those
two great men.

Having stairs leading up to it
would add to the grandeur, but it
will also need to be wheelchair-
accessible.

Who are the people most likely
to go to the far end of the Island?
For the joggers and bicyclists, there
should be a continuation of the
pathway that wraps around the Is-
land.

I like the idea of a great grass
lawn that would still allow for the
annual fireworks display.  Since
that one is a money-maker, I am
sure that will make it to the final
plan.

As a member of the current
Community Garden, given the cur-
rent level of people who want to
join, and the Island’s growing
population, let’s have an extended
strip of Community Gardens as
part of this area that would be dedi-
cated to flowers.  Allow individu-
als control of sections of ground,
access to water, a small tool shed,
and you get beauty at low cost.
Call it the “Eleanor Roosevelt Vic-
tory Gardens.”

Many people enjoy barbequing
on this island, and there should be
a separate area for that as well.

Neal Weissman

of the law states that:
“...any person who voluntarily and

without expectation of monetary com-
pensation renders first aid or emer-
gency treatment at the scene of an ac-
cident or other emergency outside a
hospital, doctor’s office or any other
place having proper and necessary
medical equipment, to a person who
is unconscious, ill, or injured, shall not
be liable for damages for injuries al-
leged to have been sustained by such
person or for damages for the death of
such person alleged to have occurred
by reason of an act or omission in the
rendering of such emergency treatment
unless it is established that such inju-
ries were or such death was caused by
gross negligence on the part of such
person”.

Since RISAR members are
Emergency Medical Technicians,
and have the proper training and
equipment to handle an emergency,
they are not operating outside of
their scope of  training.  Further-
more, Article 30, Section 3000-B
of the Public Health Law defines
automated defibrillators and pub-
lic access defibrillation providers.
RISAR is registered with both the
NYS and NYC Departments of
Health as an authorized Public
Access Defibrillation organization,
and does possess an automated ex-
ternal defibrillator (AED) while
our members are on duty.  This
AED is vital to save the life of a
victim of sudden cardiac arrest.

RISAR is also recognized as a
non-profit corporation under the
Consolidated Laws of New York
State, and our charter for the orga-
nization is on file with the Secre-
tary of the State of New York.
RISAR is also a tax-exempt
501(c)3 corporation.

As of this time, RISAR is obtain-
ing the necessary insurance for our
organization, and is in the process
of applying for a Certificate of
Need for Roosevelt Island so that
we may start a Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corps for the residents of the
Island.  This service, and the other
services that RISAR provides, will
be free of charge.  Once we have
the necessary insurance, we hope
that RIOC will permit us once
again to respond to calls within the
community.  As Mr. Shane stated
in his column, we can only respond
to calls to which we are specifically
summoned.

RISAR is available to respond to
direct calls from Island residents.
You can contact RISAR at
212-752-4003 or 718-650-2823
(or through our website at
RISAR10044.com for non-emergen-
cies).  If RISAR has a crew avail-
able, we would be happy to re-

Letters from page 3

spond to your call.  Whether it is
just to check your blood pressure,
or you are injured and need assis-
tance until an FDNY ambulance ar-
rives, RISAR is there and will con-
tinue to serve the needs of the com-
munity.

W. Michael Acevedo

New York from which to watch fireworks!  South to
the very tip on the west channel rises Meditation Steps
II where one can sit to have dinner, a snack, or just
enjoy the view.  Pan a bit to the north of the seating
section.  Self-cleaning public toilets (as are going up
in Manhattan) hide behind a refreshment building
straight out of an Impressionist painting:  Striped aw-
ning in front, flags on top, manned each season by
Island youth – another source of income, which col-
lectively could pay for the entire class-act Disney-
like works.  Quickly-erected garden-party tents, stored
in the refreshment center, handle short showers.  North
of the refreshment building are some of the already-
voted-for gardens – handsome, lighted on occasion,
backdrop or envelope for the respectful granite edi-
fice, perhaps to be known as the Roosevelt Memorial
Gardens.  Peace, strolling or sitting.  A fast-moving
thunderstorm having passed earlier, the air smells
heavenly sweet and fresh, blown by twilight summer
breezes, the band plays a rhapsodic Gershwin, and
I... Is that mustard on my new white silk shirt?

After our proposal has been completed, speed a
necessity, we need an Island-wide referendum, per-
haps via coupons in The WIRE.  RIRA could then
transmit our aspirations and vote totals to Governor
Paterson with a request for his help.

We are, are we not, a small town in a country dedi-
cated to democracy?  Dedicated to what local resi-
dents want, need, and (in our case) incredibly have
actually already voted on!  Citizens in all towns and
cities across America have the privilege, do they not,
of voting into practice what they feel is best for them.
But when in our history have we ever been listened
to – when have our views, wants, and even profes-
sionally drawn-up plans ever been taken seriously and
adopted?  When have we ever not been a political
football, puppets of the State?  Is it time?  Is it ever!
It is no time for timidity. It is time to reject such a
grand but limited plan for such a small but valuable
parcel of property!  We should seize the day, not ac-
cepting supinely what the pols, the City/State agen-
cies, the U.N., and “world architects” smugly think
we should have!  What we logically need to develop
at Southpoint is a multi- (not single-) tasking area,
giving joy not just to ourselves and future Roosevelt
Islanders, but also to our open-space-hungry neigh-
bors.

Funding is something we, in fact, can always get –
land is not.

Shakespeare in the Park (Southpoint Park), anyone?
Barbara Potts

WIRE Seeking Webmaster
The Main Street WIRE is seeking a
Webmaster for Website NYC10044,
nyc10044.com.  This is an unpaid volunteer
position requiring appropriate software and
hardware, and a knowledge of how to
compose web pages, prepare and format
photographs, create features, and do
general maintenance on an existing index
of hundreds of WIRE issues.  Opportunities
for creative development doing a task that
serves the community.  Estimate 2-5 hours
every two weeks, but with possibilities for
more if your schedule permits.

Call Dick Lutz at 212-826-9056.

Back issues?
Website NYC10044

nyc10044.com
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original plan called for the City and
State each to contribute a couple
of million dollars to construction
that, probably in the early ’70s, was
the whole cost.

“Here we are 35 years later and
the cost has escalated considerably,
but the plan was always to do ex-
actly that and, at the time, the agree-
ment provided that the State Depart-
ment of Parks would take over and
police it as a State Park, maintain it...
and it just never happened.”

It has now fallen to FERI to raise
the bulk of the funding needed for
the memorial.

As for the possibilities of scut-
tling the late Louis Kahn’s design,
Shane says it’s not likely to hap-
pen, at least in part because some
of the FERI fundraising has been
premised on building it as Kahn de-
signed it.  But there is the further
complication that the late architect
is no longer around to consider
changes.  “The FDR memorial
comes with the Kahn plan, mod-
ernized to deal with the changes in
building codes and handicapped
access and that sort of thing,”
Shane said.  “Yes, they can make
some minor modifications, but the
concept... has to remain the same.”

Shane says that while the precise
letter of the City-State agreement
of 35 years ago has not been met,
that’s not a decisive factor in
whether the Kahn design is built.
“I don’t think one should get hung
up on the absolute niceties or legal
enforceability of that agreement.
Its intent was clear, and the parties,
to this day, are willing to acknowl-
edge that it existed and that it has
validity in spirit.  Whether or not

Southpoint from page 1

First R&R Concert Is SRO

Ralph Allen, Iris Jortner, and Junah Chung performed last Saturday in
the first concert in the Rosemarie and Robin Russell (R&R) series to a
standing-room-only crowd.  Additional concerts are planned with the
next, also chamber music, to take place on Saturday, May 17.

they choose to execute it becomes
a political matter.”

As Shane sees it, there are essen-
tially two conditions that have to
be met for the Kahn design to be
built.  One is the money.  The other
is timing.

On the funding front, both City
Councilmember Jessica Lappin
and Assemblymember Micah
Kellner told The WIRE last week
that, while they have joined with
other politicians in backing the
project, they see the State and City
possibly putting in the last $5 mil-
lion to $10 million, but they look
to FERI to find most of the money
necessary.

But former Ambassador William
vanden Heuvel, who served FDR
in England and heads FERI, said
he is optimistic about raising the
threshold amount that will bring
State and City funding into the
project.  While not specific about
FERI’s sources of support, he has
told Shane, and he told The WIRE,
that “about $10 million” is
pledged.  That leaves as much as
$30 million of the $40 million yet
to be secured.

But there is the timing factor, too
– a deadline of which Shane has
spoken several times.  It has to do
with the start of construction on
Phase I of Southpoint Park, to a
design RIOC commissioned from
the Trust for Public Land (TPL).
“What we are going to be creating
is a practical difficulty, a near im-
possibility, in terms of construct-
ing anything on the southernmost
point by doing the northern piece
of the park – the piece that extends
from the southern end of

[Goldwater] hospital down to the
southern edge of the ruin.  That is
the real dealdine as far as we’re
concerned, because in the present
mode there is no way to build the
FDR Memorial without construc-
tion access overland.  Our experi-
ence is that gaining permission
from the Coast Guard and the
Army Corps of Engineers and all
the rest of that stuff, to deliver by
water, is nearly impossible.”
Shane went on to say that, were the
President of the United States to
command it, barriers would some-
how fall.  “You could build every-
thing from a skyhook, bring it in
by helicopter or barge, but the eco-
nomic impact would make the cost
rise even further.  If you can’t truck
stuff in, you’re increasing your
degree of difficulty and your cost
by a significant number.”

Opponents of the Kahn design
(though not of an FDR memorial),
including Residents Association
President Matthew Katz, have
cited the fact that funds to be paid
under the original agreement were
not paid as a possible “out” for the
RIOC Board if it were to vote
against construction of the Kahn
design.  But Shane says RIOC and
its Board would merely be the
implementers of an overriding
State intent.  “The public policy
decision is going to be made at the
State level,” he said, “the same way
as it’s going to be made at the City
level in the executive chamber, not
in the Department of Parks.  This
is a major commitment and it’s
going to be made by the major
players and those of us who are
down the line may well be called
upon to execute that decision.  But
the decision itself is going to be
made on high.”

In short, Shane’s analysis is that
the Four Freedoms Park project has
reached the point where all the aes-
thetic decisions have been made,
and whether the FDR Memorial

becomes a reality is a matter of
money, timing, and political will.

Will the survey of Roosevelt Is-
landers have any influence?  “I
don’t know that there is no influ-
ence by the self-designated aes-
thetes on the Island,” Shane said.
“Their view has been conveyed to
the designers – the people in ulti-
mate control of the aesthetic, and
they’ve listened and to some ex-
tent they’ve softened their design.
[The designers have] heard them
and made it clear that they under-
stand the view lines and that the
trees should be trimmed under-
neath so you can see out.  They’ve
discussed softening the edges in
some way.  And they’re sure to
make it handicapped-accessible...
But in all due deference to the
maybe 40 or 50 people who are
passionate on the subject on the
Island, they are not in a sufficient

position in terms of their back-
ground, their education, their ex-
perience, to really have an edu-
cated view on what ultimately will
be produced.”

Shane portrays his own view of
the aesthetics is neutral.  “It’s one
of those artistic things that I just
don’t have an opinion about.  I
think you have to be educated be-
fore you can stand up and declaim
on the subject, because it’s one of
these projects that is here for the
ages – for a matter of perpetuity,
and that’s why you have people
who are trained in the appropriate
arts to do works that are going to
be around for a long time.”

But as Shane explained it, the
key factors in whether the Kahn de-
sign becomes a reality down at
Southpoint are still money, timing,
and perhaps, ultimately, the politi-
cal will “on high.”

Briefly...
Rivercross residents voted on Wednesday night to take the

cooperative’s next step in the process of leaving the Mitchell-Lama pro-
gram, 266 for, 53 against.

What Are They Doing Over There?  They’re Creating a New Park

What was a heliport almost a decade ago was officially dedicated as
Manhattan’s newest park on Wednesday, answering questions about what’s
been happening under the path of the Tramway.  The park (left) runs north
from the art piece that’s almost directly under the Tram cables and becomes a
segment in a pedestrian path and bikeway that is eventually to circle the

borough.  City Councilmember
Jessica Lappin was on hand; the
park is in her Council district
(along with Roosevelt Island) and
she had allocated $2.8 million for
its first phase.  Lappin has also
been instrumental in providing
New York City funding for Phase I
of Roosevelt Island’s Southpoint
Park.
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50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for April 26 issue:  Tuesday, April 22
Deadline for May 17 issue:  Tuesday, May 13

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  212-759-9042.

FURNISHED ROOM TO LET – Cable/internet; available May 1.  Call 917-293-2436.

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET & TO BUY on Roosevelt Island.  If you are
moving or relocating, please call Linda at home 718-268-1479, work 516-683-5683,
cell 917-225-0655.  Thank you.

AFFORDABLE APT CONDOS FOR SALE in NYC area.  Good investment
properties.  Now is the time to buy.  1 bedroom from $110K, 2 bedrooms $170-200K.
Call 917-293-2436.

MASSAGE THERAPY – Zen Marie Holmes, NYS-licensed Massage Therapist,
12 years of experience, Island resident.  Acupressure, Swedish, Pregnancy, and
Hot Stone Massage.  Home visits for women.  Home visits for men by referral only.
917-312-8709.

TEACHING POSITIONS OPEN for September 2008 at Roosevelt Island Day
Nursery.  Head Teacher for 4-year-olds and Afterschool Teacher.  Call for more
information:  212-593-0750.

SEEKING A VOLUNTEER THEATRICAL PRODUCER to organize a staged
reading of a play written by an Island resident.  samagyan@hotmail.com

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
school days.  212-593-0750.

TOTALLY FREE INTERNET advertising.  Website swapping.  mycasusa.com
myspace.com/mycasusa.  1-347-661-5175.  thru 05/03/08

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper
917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with Steinway Concert Department.  Good old
pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.

HEALTH COUNSELING InnerFoods.com 646-840-0336. Island resident.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

TUTORING – English professor available.  Essays / Test preparation / Grammar /
Analysis.  646-319-3873.

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses removed.  917-916-5306.  thru 2/22/08

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, individual or group.  Call 212-355-3848.

CLEANING SERVICE – Residential and professional.  Proprietor of 17 years is RI
resident.  Bonded & insured.  Same personnel each visit.  Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

DONATE YOUR USED COMPUTERS to Orphans International, 540 Main St. #418.
Call 212-755-7285 for pickup.  Our IT staff will delete and obliterate your personal
data, leaving a clean “brand-new” computer for our grade school for 50 orphans in
Sri Lanka.  Kids’ educational software also welcome.  linda@oiww.org.

CAT SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully
insured.  Free estimate.  212-751-8214.

For Kids

Mondays at the Library, After School
Apr. 14, Knit Wit II with Sajata Epps
Apr. 21, Knit Wit III
Apr. 28, Knit Wit IV

May 5, Make Unique Hats with A. J. Sister Black
May 12, Make Unique Hats II
May 19, Make Unique Hats III
June 23, Silk Painting with Patricia Jacobs
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Dana Levy 917-912-0704
on the Island

Choose a powerful team for all your real

estate and home financing needs.

Real Estate Information:

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Hunt

Kennedy. All rights reserved.

Joyce Mincheff
Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident

Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy

917-517-8572

Robert Shapiro
Private Mortgage Banker

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

212-805-1010

Financing Information:
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division 

of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells 

Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.

#43216 12/06-3/07

License #730671

Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service

Est. 1961 CHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TV
Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

Here’s the view from your new Riverwalk home

• FOR RENT •

One bedroom, high floor,
skyline view, gym,
skylounge... and more

Asking $2,450/month
Call for information
and appointment:
212-764-8500
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HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214
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MINERVAMINERVA
CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 15 Years

– Free Pick-Up & Delivery Daily –
• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning

• Shirts Laundered

• Expert European Tailoring

• Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned

• Storage Available

• Draperies & All Household Items

29-09 Broadway, Astoria, NY 11106

Tel:  718-726-2336

• Complimentary Laundry Bag

• Free Pick-Up and Delivery

• Concierge or To-Your-Door

• Convenient Monthly Billing

• Corporate Accounts Welcome

• We accept VISA & Mastercard

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

425 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

ARE YOUR PARENTS

GETTING FRAILER?
DON�T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076
531 Main Street

~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network

Rober t a Hershey   A retired
telecommunications worker for AT&T and a
27-year Island resident, she’s on the Board of
The Main Street Theater and Dance Alliance
and takes tap-dancing lessons on the side. “One Friday morning in the fall of
2000, a neighbor asked if I would join her to ‘stuff The WIRE.’  Thinking it was a
one-time kind of event, I agreed to help out.  I’m still there.  Not only have I made
a new group of friends at The WIRE, I just enjoy pitching in with others to get a
good job done.  And when The WIRE appears at my doorstep, I can catch up on
all the Island news.  I’m proud to have been a part of the process.”

You can help produce the WIRE too. Every WIRE Friday, a group gets together
to prepare the issue for distribution to every apartment on Roosevelt Island.  Join
us.  Lunch is provided.  Call Sherie Helstien at 212 935-7534.

Why Do I Help
Publish

The WIRE?
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Manhattan’s  newest  vil lage, Roosevelt  Is land

Introducing Riverwalk Court, the newest and most luxurious condominium residence in the Riverwalk Community. 
Enjoy miles of lush, green parks and a private waterfront enclave on Roosevelt Island.

5 Minutes to Midtown • 1 stop on F train to 63rd & Lex • 1 stop on Tram to 59th & 2nd

One, two and three bedroom residences priced from $595,000 to over $1.255 million.
20 year tax abatement

8 0 0 . 9 4 2 . 0 9 3 7   w w w. r i v e r w a l k n y c . c o m   

Sales and Design Center: 455 Main Street  Roosevelt Island  NY 10044

The complete offering terms are in an Offering Plan available from Sponsor. File No. CD-07-0413. Sponsor: Riverwalk Court, LLC, 60 Columbus Circle, New York, New York 10023.  Riverwalk Court 
Condominiums 415 Main Street, New York, New York 10044. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We encourage 
and support an affi rmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin. 

Artist Rendering

Come for  the  Greenery. . .  S tay  for  the  V iew


