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Briefly...
Rent Determination Hearings have been scheduled for Island House

and Westview for Tuesday and Wednesday, August 12 and 13, respec-
tively (see ComingUp, page 3).

DHCR has announced an increase in the maximum surcharge for
Rivercross from 20% to 30%, along with a lower per-room increase
(2.5%) than the building’s board had recommended.

Music classes will be offered by the Youth Center, starting in July, if
Island interest is strong enough.  E-mail RIYPmusic@RIYouth.com for infor-
mation.  Classes will be fee-based; guitar and piano are planned.

In Historic Change, Three Community
Nominees Get Seats on RIOC Board
Mayor Bloomberg Could Still Name Two More;
But At Least One of the Six Nominees Is Excluded

by Dick Lutz
Three new members were seated

on the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) Thursday morning,
making history of a sort.  They
were elected by the community as
its nominees to the Board on Feb-
ruary 5, then, last week, appointed
by the Governor and approved by
the State Senate.

They are Kathie Grimm,
Jonathan Kalkin, and Fay Chris-
tian.  One fills an open seat.  The
other two replace Mark Ponton

by Jennifer Dunning
Dr. Alyssa Harrison Siegel left

her job as attending physician at
the Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia and moved to New York City
two years ago, when she married.
But she was disappointed in the
limited job opportunities here.
There was the possibility of work-
ing in a pediatrics practice on
Roosevelt Island, but only part-
time.  So she returned to Philadel-
phia as a commuting doctor.  Soon
after, Katherine Teets Grimm, the
Island’s beloved pediatrician, real-
ized that she actually did need full-
time help.  Her practice had grown
as building increased on the Island
and more patients came over from
Queens.  At the same time, Dr.
Grimm was struggling with a pain-
ful hip injury after being struck by
a bicycle in September.  Dr. Siegel
accepted the full-time offer, and is
now ensconced in the Main Street
office that she and Dr. Grimm share
with Dr. Jack Resnick, the Island’s
internist.

Quietly vivacious and surpris-
ingly self-effacing, Dr. Grimm’s
new associate is quickly adjusting
to Island life.  “The small-town at-
mosphere in such proximity to
Manhattan is so striking,” Dr.

by Gene Roman
On a recent evening, Islander Judith McGee saw

an elderly woman trying to negotiate a stairway at
the Roosevelt Island subway station, one of the deep-
est in the New York City transit system.  The escala-
tors were out.  It was hot.  And the woman seemed
ready to cry, McGee told The WIRE this week.

“I escorted her to the elevator on the downtown
side as the Queens side had at least a 10- to 15-minute
wait,” McGee said.

That was Wednesday evening, June 11.  For the
next four days, through Saturday, June 14, McGee
tracked escalator service and, while passengers could
ride down, there were no up escalators when she
checked.  New York City Transit is replacing escala-
tors here, but McGee and other residents express frus-
tration and disgust that the available ones are so of-

(who joined the Board in June of
2002) and Alberteen Anderson
(December, 2004).

In addition, as anticipated in The
WIRE’s June 14 issue, David
Kraut, a longtime Board member,
was reappointed.  He had fought
for the seat during the administra-
tion of Governor Mario Cuomo,
having run for the presidency of
the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association on a platform calling
for RIRA to be represented on the
RIOC Board.

At Thursday morning’s meeting
of the RIOC Board, RIOC Presi-
dent Steve Shane welcomed the
new members, thanked Ponton and
Anderson (who were not present),
and expressed pleasure at Kraut’s
reappointment.  “Talk about con-
tinuity,” he said, “What better an-
chor?”  Then he added, in a joking
reference to Kraut’s bulk, “And
I’m not speaking morphologi-
cally.”

But Kraut’s reappointment tem-
pered the elation felt by residents
who had championed the February
election in which the community,
voting in record numbers, chose
six nominees from a field of 10
candidates.  Six openings were
available on the nine-member
Board – four to be filled by the
Governor, and two by recommen-
dation of the Mayor.  Because the
Governor used one of his four
openings to reappoint Kraut, no
more than five of the community’s
elected nominees can possibly be
seated.

MTG Statement
The Maple Tree Group (MTG),

the RIRA subcommittee that
mounted the February balloting
and has worked for over a decade
to democratize Roosevelt Island
governance, issued this statement:

“Everything now depends on
Mayor Bloomberg.  The Governor
has put the ball in his court.

“By choosing to reappoint a
RIOC Board member who decided
not to stand for election, the Gov-
ernor has given the community
three-quarters of what we voted
for, from his portion.  While on the
surface ‘three out of four ain’t bad,’
in this case it could leave those who
live here one or two votes short of
an elected majority – just as pow-
erless as ever – depending on what
the Mayor does.

“It now falls to the Mayor to
remedy at least part of this situa-
tion.  The Mayor doesn’t have the
power to appoint all three remain-
ing election winners to the Board,
because he’s only entitled by law

to recommend two.  But if he fills
both of those seats with residents
who won the election, the commu-
nity will then have a RIOC Board
with an elected majority of resident
members.

“We sincerely hope the Mayor
will honor the democratic choices
this community made in the Feb-
ruary 5th election.”

Indeed, whether any more of the
community’s nominees are seated
depends on what the Mayor does.
He is required by the law establish-
ing RIOC to appoint (or reappoint)
one Island resident, but not obli-
gated to select one of the commu-
nity nominees.  For his other ap-
pointment, he can choose anyone.
If he fills both seats with residents’
elected choices, five community-
chosen nominees will be seated on
the Board.  If he fills both with
people other than the community’s
choices, three of those electees will
be left out.

A further concern of residents
who have worked for 11 years to
democratize the RIOC Board by
giving residents ballot-box power
over those who serve on the Board
is that the Governor’s appoint-
ments staff appears to have
“cherry-picked” the nominees, not
taking the top three winners.
Grimm (937 votes) and Kalkin
(933) were the top two, and Island
House resident (and Island House
Tenants Association Board mem-
ber, and Residents Association
Common Councilor) Frank
Farance came in third (911).  He
and Erin Feely-Nahem (832) were
bypassed for Fay Christian, who
came in fifth (803).

The Mayor has not made his ap-
pointment intentions known,
though his appointments staff has
been in touch with the remaining
community nominees to schedule
interviews.

David Kraut
As reported in The WIRE June

14, David Kraut had told The
WIRE that he did not care whether
he was reappointed to the RIOC
Board (transcript at nyc10044.com/
wire/2719/KrautInterview.pdf).  But
Assemblymember Micah Kellner
was told otherwise when he asked
the Governor’s office about the
reappointment.  In an e-mail, he
reported, “[The Governor’s] Ap-
pointments [Office] spoke to Mr.
Kraut and he told them that he very
much wanted to serve.”

To clarify, Kraut provided this
statement to The WIRE:  “Re-read-
ing my comments in The WIRE I

A Growing Island Gets A Second
Pediatrician, Joining Kathie Grimm

The F Train

Weekend Diverts Not Torture Enough?
How About Those Station Escalators?

See RIOC, page 8

the system makes it unpleasant.
And I think that this office is one
of the last old-fashioned practices.
It makes it easy to maintain that
personal relationship and have a
little bit of time to spend.  And be-
cause everybody sort of lives in the
area, and our staff is all neighbors,
it’s really a much closer relation-
ship.  The parents come to Dr.
Resnick, the kids come to us, and
we know the whole family.  That’s
quite unique, certainly in Manhat-
tan.”

Dr. Grimm talked happily of how
Dr. Siegel “is going to really fit the
bill.”  “I was praying for someone.
It’s a godsend that she came to me.
She has a very nice personality and
she’s also extremely competent.
Everyone loves her.  The feedback
I’m getting about Dr. Siegel is
wonderful, including from the sec-
retaries.  It is critical that you work
well with the secretaries.”

Born in Brooklyn and raised on
Long Island, Dr. Siegel comes
from a family of doctors.  Her fa-
ther and brother are dentists.  Her
sister, who relocated to Philadel-
phia just as Dr. Siegel was moving
north, is a rheumatologist.

Dr. Siegel trained at the State

Siegel said in a recent interview.
“It was so unexpected.  For me, it’s
been a very comfortable popula-
tion to work with.  I like the inter-
national feel.  And everybody is
very intelligent and respectful and
appreciative.

“I think people have such nega-
tive experiences going to doctors
today.  When people tell me about
their bad experiences, I feel very
defensive.  I take it very person-
ally.  And yet when I’m the patient,
I realize that it is very unpleasant.
Not because you’re sick or you got
bad news.  It’s unpleasant because

ten running the wrong way, or not running at all.
Landing Strandings

That frustration was one reaction expressed Tues-
day night at a joint meeting of two Community Board
8 committees – the Transportation Committee and the
Roosevelt Island Committee.  One resident asked for
“active management” of the escalators, or at least an
active effort to provide in-station information about
their operating status.  Alissa Kosowsky, Assistant
Director for Government and Community Relations
of New York City Transit, said she would ask her
agency to look into the notion of posting signs to avoid
“landing strandings,” currently a particular problem
in the Island station.  Residents often take an escala-
tor from the lowest level of the station to the midway
landing only to find that, from there, no up escalator

See Pediatrician, page 9

See Escalators, page 10

Community nominees Fay Christian, Jonathan Kalkin, and Kathie Grimm
took seats on the RIOC Board Thursday morning.  David Kraut, right,
was reappointed to the Board.
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End of June 2008, beginning of Summer
1. RIOC Board of Directors:  At this week’s meet-

ing, scheduled for Thursday morning at 9:30 as I write
this column to meet a WIRE deadline, the first order
of business will be the seating of Dr. Kathie Grimm,
Fay Christian, and Jonathan Kalkin, three of the Is-
land residents proposed in the RIRA process, and
David Kraut for the
seat he now occupies,
all as nominated by
Governor Paterson
and confirmed by the
State Senate.  I want
to personally thank
Alberteen Anderson
and Mark Ponton for
their years of hard
work and dedicated
service on the Board of Directors.  The entire com-
munity owes them a debt of gratitude. The Mayor’s
office has the nominating power as to the remaining
two (2) seats.  One seat is filled by Charlee Miller by
prior appointment and two (2) seats are ex officio.

2. Renwick Ruin:  Actual work by the outside con-
tractors is under way, removing the most endangered
portions of the walls, numbering the stones, and
palletizing them for the future.

3. Southpoint Park-Green Rooms/Wild Gar-
dens: The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is completing
the environmental analysis to permit step one to go
forward.

4. Tram:  (a)  RFP [Request for Proposals] and
final specs for the overhaul are being reviewed by
engineers and lawyers to be ready for publication by
the end of June.  Bidders’ conference July 15, 2008
and responses due September 2, 2008.

(b)  Tram closure Tuesday, June 10 through Tues-
day June 17.  The track rope had to be slipped, re-
quiring taking the Tram out of service.  Service was
restored at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday the 18th (for free)
and regular operations resumed at 6:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day the 19th.

(c)  During the outage, RIOC ran Red bus service
to Queens Plaza during morning rush hours (6:00-
9:30) and hourly service to Manhattan from 10:00

a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  We have
the statistics from this schedule and will be analyzing
them to try to ascertain best utilization for 2009 when
the Tram will be down for the longer overhaul.

(d)  For all who suffered inconvenience during the
week the Tram was out, RIOC is aware of the prob-
lem, thanks all for their patience and understanding
and, within governmental abilities, will try to address
the issues.  One issue that was raised is the matter of
getting schoolchildren to their off-Island schools and
back.  Unfortunately, school days start during the
morning rush hours and end at the beginning of the
evening rush, mak-
ing special bus ser-
vice to this popula-
tion a very difficult
and expensive
p r o p o s i t i o n .
Maybe the parents
of such children
should organize
now for some spe-
cial private trans-
portation. Other
ideas welcome.

5. Park and
Restroom facili-
ties: The Board au-
thorized the pur-
chase of prefabri-
cated concrete fa-
cilities to be lo-
cated at Lighthouse
Park, with the un-
derstanding that if successful, similar facilities will
be placed at Firefighters’ and Capobianco Fields. Our
target for delivery and installation has slipped because
the DOT work on the bridge requires special permit-
ting to deliver the heavy load.  We have ordered the
engineering for site preparation and made arrange-
ments for porta-sans to be available in the interim.
We will advise of progress.  We are increasing the
frequency of trash collection on weekends especially,
to try to keep things orderly. Cooperation in using

See RIOC Column, page 18

Summer has come to Roosevelt Island.  The smell
of grilling hot dogs is in the air, and we’ve enjoyed
the first outdoor film screening at Firefighters’ Field.
However, this is also the sixth summer in which Is-
land children cannot buy an ice cream cone on Main
Street from the bakery/ice cream parlor, shuttered
these long years.  Summer is not summer without
chocolate ice cream on a sugar cone, chocolate
sprinkles please.  Will New York State ever figure
out how to release our Northtown storefronts for leas-
ing?

Congrats!
As I write this, the

RIOC Board of Direc-
tors is set to convene
Thursday morning.
C o m m i s s i o n e r
VanAmerongen will
introduce three newly
appointed Directors,
elected by this com-
munity, appointed by Governor Paterson, and con-
firmed by the Senate.  Best wishes and good luck to
Kathie Grimm, Jonathan Kalkin, and Fay Christian.
We know you will serve your neighbors well.  Our
election story, begun 15 months ago for the core group
that produced last February’s election, is not yet over.
Mayor Bloomberg gets to recommend two additional
appointments, and we hope he will choose two of the
winners we residents elected.  Should he do so, your
choices will constitute a majority of Board members,
even though only five of the six winners will have
been appointed.  To paraphrase (nineteenth-century
British Prime Minister) Gladstone, who was speak-
ing of justice, democracy delayed is democracy de-
nied.  Stay tuned.

While I’m in a congratulatory mood, let me include
someone you may know by sight but not by name.
For 18 years, Juanita Green has served as crossing
guard in front of PS/IS 217.  She recently retired for
health reasons, and I want to thank her for keeping
our school kids safe.  Thank you for your long ser-
vice, m’dear, you’ve done us proud.

Blood Drive Tally
Despite the shower that drove the late afternoon

musical festivities inside, Roosevelt Island Day was
yet another success.  We spruced, we planted, and we
wore our new navy-blue t-shirts with pride.  Many of
our elected officials joined us to wish us well, and
some of them weren’t even running for office!  RIRA
offered OJ, bagels, and coffee, and these treats disap-
peared as quickly as ever.

The day marked the culmination of months of work
planning for the RIRA/New York Blood Center blood
drive.  For four consecutive Saturdays, volunteers
from RIRA and the Roosevelt Island CERT team so-
licited your blood donations at our table at the

Farmer’s Market.  Sixty-seven Islanders pledged.  The
Blood Center took donations all day at the Senior
Center, and the count is in:  Between 10:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m., 48 residents showed up.  Thirty-six were
eligible to be punctured.  Two donors gave “packed
red blood cells” on the special aphaeresis machines
provided, and each of their contributions counted as
two donations.  Therefore, our final count was 38 pints
and this is in the ballpark of our goal of 40.  As my
Blood Center liaison reminded me, this is 38 pints
the City otherwise would not have.  Thanks to all you
donors!

Thanks also to the RIRA and CERT volunteers who
sat out at the Farmer’s Market, through hot sun and
rain, to convince sometimes-skeptical passersby to
give blood.  Those volunteers are Brad Brooks, Frank
Farance, Georganna Galateau, Dolores Green, Aaron
Hamburger, Linda Heimer, Sherie Helstien, Jon
Kalkin, Gad Levanon, Jim Luce, Ellen Polivy, Howard
Polivy, George Reither, Ronnie Rigos, Ron Schuppert,
and Margie Smith.  Given our unique population,
blood drives are a labor-intensive affair, and we ac-
complish them
only with the sup-
port of folks like
these.  Kudos to all.

!!!NOISE!!!
Those of us

whose apartments
face the Roosevelt
Island Bridge per-
haps have been
waking up earlier
than usual these
days.  Rather than
awaking to the
sounds of song-
birds and seagulls,
as has been my Is-
land pleasure,
we’ve been
aroused from our
slumbers by the in-
sistent cacophony
of jackhammers from the Roosevelt Island Bridge
renovation project.  Our friends at DOT and the
Skanska Construction Company told us a month ago
to expect summer-long, seven-day-a-week work on
the bridge’s structure, specifically the replacement of
the roadbed, and they have kept their word.  They
show up at 5:00 a.m. on weekends, but, as promised,
haven’t begun the teeth-rattling heavy work until 7:00.
Now friends, I’m accustomed to arising just a tad later
than seven, especially on weekends, and perhaps you
are, as well.  Nevertheless, the work must get done
and, I suspect, I will be running my air conditioner
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There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Please provide a phone
number for possible follow-up.

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Senior Center

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
6:00, Yoga

Tuesday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
11:00, Gardening
12:30, Movie

– This Weekend –
Inventions continues at Gallery RIVAA through

Aug 24.  Gallery hours Sat-Sun 11-5, Wed & Fri 6-
9. Í

– The Coming Week –
Southpoint Park closed Mon June 30-Thu July 3 for fireworks-

viewing setup.
Constituent Service Hours for State Sen. José Serrano, Tue July 1,

3-7pm, RIOC office, 591 Main St.  Information 212-828-5829.
Fourth of July Fireworks, Fri July 4, Southpoint Park.

– Future Weeks –
Open Swim Hours extended, Mon July 7 onward, 6am-9pm daily,

for all ages, Sportspark.  Adults $5, children $3, seniors & infants, free.
Goodwill Industries Community Action Fair, Sat July 12, 11am-

4pm, Lighthouse Park, collecting donations of clothing, shoes, linens,
computers, electronics, small appliances, etc.  Information 718-728-5400
or goodwillny.org.

Islander Roy Eaton performs in Bryant Park’s Music at 5 series,
playing a program entitled Gershwin and Friends, including Joplin,
Ravel, Chopin, and Bill Evans.  Thu July 17, 5pm, Bryant Park (42nd
St. at Sixth Av.)

Book Discussion – The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, Thu July 17,
6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.  Books avail-
able at the branch library here.

Auditions for A Midsummer Night’s Dream, production to be presented
August 23 and 24 on the Rivercross Lawn, Fri July 18, 6-8; Sat July 19,
1-3; Sun July 20, 1-3; Good Shepherd Community Center.  Information
646-648-2348.

Outdoor Movie, Bee Movie, Sat July 19, 8:45pm, Firefighters Field
(near the Tram).  Blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics welcome.

Book Signing Event with Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, Mon
July 28, 6pm, New York County Lawyers’ Association Home of Law, 14
Vesey St. (betw Broadway and Church St.), for her book, Rumors of Our
Progress Have Been Greatly Exaggerated:  Why Women’s Lives Aren’t Get-
ting Any Easier and How We Can Make Real Progress for Oursevles and
Our Daughters.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue (reduced summer schedule) Sat
Aug 2.  (To receive e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe
message to Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Advertising Deadlines:  Ads
in the paper, Thu July 24; decision
on circulars/inserts for The Bag,
Tue July 29; they are due Thu July
31.  Additional issues in 2008:
Aug 30; Sept 13, 27; Oct 11, 25;
Nov 8, 22; Dec 6, 20; then every
two weeks starting Jan 17 2009.
News phone, 212-826-9055; ur-
gent matters, 917-617-0449.  Advertising, display and classified:
212-751-8214.

Outdoor Movie, Monster House, Sat Aug 9, 8:20pm, Firefighters Field
(near the Tram).  Blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics welcome.

Island House Rent Determination Hearing, Tue Aug 12, 4-6pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center.

Westview Rent Determination Hearing, Wed Aug 13, 4-6pm, Good
Shepherd Community Center.

Book Discussion – Book of Illusions by Paul Auster, Thu Aug 21,
6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.  Books avail-
able at the branch library here.

Shakespeare in the Park, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Sat-Sun
Aug 23-24, Rivercross Lawn.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed Sept 3, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu Sept 11, 4:30pm, Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.  Town-hall meeting, at end of formal session, for resi-
dent comments and questions.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed Oct 1, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Fall for Arts Festival, Sat Oct 4, Rivercross Lawn and Good Shep-
herd Plaza.

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, French class
10:45, Theater Group
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Stop ‘n’ Shop, Wed July 2, 12
Bayside Mall, Queens, Wed July

9, 12
Flea Market, Sat July 12, 9am-?
Atlantic City trip, Tue July 15
Kennedy Senior Center, Harlem,

Fri July 18, 11am
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Additional Letters, page 18

To Assemblymember Micah Kellner:
All of us on Roosevelt Island appreciate your strong efforts on our

behalf.  When I voted for you initially, I had no reason to think you
would be so active in our support.  Thank you.

Regarding the Roosevelt Island list of preferred RIOC Board mem-
bers, we strongly object to the Governor’s decision to appoint only three
of the six individuals indicated in our preferred member election.  We
also absolutely object to continuing one sitting member.  He chose not
to put his name forward in our electoral preference list, and thus has no
right to continue on the RIOC Board.  In fact, it shows the disdain and
arrogance of this person.  Please do whatever you can to make sure that
our voice is heard.

Doris Chernik, PhD

To the Editor:
On June 12, 2008, Daryl Getman

authored a story with a most happy
ending.  It began as Michael Rogers
sat on the subway bench waiting for
the F train to Manhattan.

He entered the train and, as it
pulled out of the Roosevelt Island
station, he felt his pockets and re-
alized that his wallet was missing.
He felt sure that it had slipped out
onto the bench that he had been sit-
ting on at the back of the platform.
He got off at 63/Lex, caught the
first train back, and returned to the
bench. Nothing.

Mr. Rogers then approached the
police officer sitting on the plat-
form, identified himself, and ex-
plained his position. The officer lis-
tened carefully, then lifted his
black book and handed over the
wallet with all its contents intact.

Officer Merrick showed me his
report and the name of the honest
citizen who had handed the wallet
in.  The name was Daryl Getman.

I would appreciate it if Daryl
Getman would get in touch with
me through The Main Street WIRE
so that I might express my appre-
ciation in person.

Michael Rogers

To the Editor:
My name is Makeva Francis.

I’ve been living on Roosevelt Is-
land for 17½ years.  I have two
boys, 13 and 18 years old.

I’m writing to inform my neigh-
bors about how out of control Pub-
lic Safety has become.  On Satur-
day, June 21, my son Jared (13)
called and told me that Public
Safety was chasing him around the
Island, and he managed to get away
and went home without them
catching him.  I told Jared I was in
front of the building, and for him
to come downstairs so we could go
to Public Safety to see what was
going on.  My son said he was
afraid, but I convinced him that he
was safe as long as he was with me.
When I hung up, I saw about three
Public Safety officers going into
my building.  I said, “Excuse me,”
and Sergeant Hernandez recog-
nized me and proceeded to tell me
that they were chasing my son be-
cause he lit a firecracker and threw
it into building 575.  While we
were standing there, my son came
downstairs, and another officer
was behind him on a scooter.  We
all went to the Public Safety office.

My son continuously told the
officers that they had the wrong
person.  More than one of the offic-
ers told me that they saw my son on
the tape.  I asked to see the tape, and
Sergeant Hernandez told me I have
to put in a request to management to
see the tape.  About two officers left
to go pick up the doorman from the
building so he could ID my son.

Sergeant Hernandez also told me
that, “If we would’ve caught him,
he would’ve gotten hurt for run-
ning from us.”  At that point, I felt
Sergeant Hernandez was taking his
authority a little too far.  I told him
he had no right to put his hands on
a child for throwing a firecracker.
It’s not like he had a gun or
weapon.  His response was, “Well,
I don’t know that.”

After we waited in the Public
Safety office for about an hour, the
officers showed up with the door-
man.  The officer working behind
the desk told my son  to stand in
front of the Public Safety window,
while they had the doorman out-
side as if it were a police lineup.  I
stopped my son and told the officer
that this was not a lineup, espe-
cially because a lineup consists of
five people.  If they want the door-
man to ID my son, they needed to
bring him into the office.  The
doorman came into the office and
said, “No way.  I know this kid,
this is not the kid,” and gave my
son a handshake and said, “Hi,
Jared.”

Public Safety didn’t apologize,
and said we could go.

I feel, just like Sergeant Hernan-
dez said, my son would’ve been
hurt that night if they would’ve
caught him.  His rights as a child
and a citizen would have been vio-
lated if I wasn’t present and if I
didn’t know the law.  I find that not
one officer in the office knew how
to handle the situation properly.
Sergeant Hernandez, being the
leader of the Public Safety office
of that shift, defiantly didn’t know
the proper way to speak to me as a

To the Editor:
As we all watch the fireworks

celebrating the birth of the Repub-
lic, we can consider the debt of
gratitude we owe to Governor
Paterson.  Not for supporting the
democratic form of government
that all Americans, including
Roosevelt Islanders, are entitled to,
but by making it crystal-clear that
we in fact do not have that form of
government here on Roosevelt Is-
land – perhaps the best vantage
point for our democracy’s most re-
markable celebration!

By insisting that a non-elected
board member, who failed to stand
for election, be reappointed to his
grossly expired seat (appointed,
over 14 years go, to a four-year
term), he has withheld the ability
to serve from an individual whom
the community expressly elected.
The Governor has clearly demon-
strated that the existence of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration, the local government for the
community, may in fact violate Ar-
ticle IV, Section 4 of the U.S. Con-
stitution, which guarantees us the
right for all forms of our govern-
ment to be a “Republic...” not a
Public Benefit Corporation!  In
fact, Public Benefit Corporation is
never mentioned once in the U.S.
Constitution!

Some would argue that we should
all appreciate what we got.  As an
American, I’m vehemently opposed
to accepting any form of government
other than the form my father fought
for in World War II.  You can’t be a
little bit pregnant, and you can’t be a
little bit democratic, either!

The Maple Tree Group, a sub-
committee of RIRA, has fought
long and hard to bring a democratic
process to our community. It’s been
an exhausting struggle, which in-
cluded the community’s recent
election.  There is no system in
place to continue carrying out elec-
tions in our community, and no
guarantee that either the Governor
or the Mayor would honor it even
if it existed.  In fact, this Governor
has demonstrated that he will
honor it to whatever extent he
chooses.  As of this writing, the
Mayor has yet to weigh in.

If you have an interest in further-
ing the community’s right to have
elected local government, please
let me know.  It’s going to take the
committed action of many to re-
place some overly weary hands and
to move this cause forward.  I can
be reached at joyce.mincheff@cbhk.com.

The Fourth of July is a remark-
able holiday.  I, for one, will truly
celebrate when it applies to the
community I live in. How ’bout
you?

Joyce Mincheff

To the Editor:
I was almost left behind on the

subway platform Friday, June 13,
but it was not because the subway
was packed.  The problem was that
the folks before me apparently did
not know how to walk and move
quickly into the car.

For all the reputation as a fast-
paced place and its “move it or lose
it” attitude, I find that the majority
of the people in this city move
about as if they had no home-train-
ing, are out for a leisurely Sunday
saunter without a care in the world,
are alone in this city (except for the
people with them, if any), and are
completely oblivious to the mil-
lions of other New Yorkers.

Yes, NYC Transit can certainly
do better in running its trains more
dependably and frequently, but
let’s also look at ourselves as con-
tributory culprits in our subway
transportation woes.

Kent Kurkiewicz

Letters deadline for August 2
issue:  Tuesday, July 29.

After deadline, letters considered
on a space-available basis.

parent or to an underaged child.  I
feel the Public Safety officers need
to take public relations, sensitivity,
and common sense classes to ser-
vice Roosevelt Island.

Makeva Francis

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest
to the community, and to/from officials.  Re-
quests for Name Withheld publication will be
considered, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records; letters submitted
anonymously will not be published.  Recom-
mended method of submission:  E-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or submit on
a CD left at the desk at 531 Main Street, ad-
dressed to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, expect a
confirming response and, if you don’t receive
one, resend and call 212-826-9055 to alert us
that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:  Typed copy
left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for type-
setting.  Clearly handwritten letters will be con-
sidered, if brief.  We are not able to take tele-
phone dictation of letters.  All letters subject
to acceptance and editing for length and
clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 350
words; longer letters will be considered if their
content merits the required space.

To the Editor:
I want to publicly thank Mike

Acevedo and RISAR (Roosevelt
Island Search and Rescue) for
helping me after I injured my foot
in Manhattan.  First, the basic first
aid class I took with RISAR in May
came in very handy, as I immedi-
ately applied the routine Rest, Ice,
Compression, Elevation (RICE).
Second, Mike Acevedo delivered
loaner crutches to me from the
RISAR supply closet the very next
day.

RISAR is an asset to this Island.
Ellen Polivy
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New Exclusive at 455 Main St.
Riverwalk Place
New Exclusive at 455 Main St.
Riverwalk Place

Don’t miss this Spectacular Convertible
2-Bedroom, 1.5 Baths, 861 sq ft Home

with breathtaking river, city, and skyline views

Floor-to-ceiling windows, 9-foot ceilings,
oak wood floors and

automatic solar shade system.
Apartment pre-wired for high-speed internet
and has built-in speaker and sound system

Call today for an appointment!

Price: $785,000 • monthly C/C $671
Pay no taxes till 2025

Other apartments also available for viewing

Natalia Chin, VP
Prudential Douglas Elliman

For additional information
Phone 212-727-6198 • 917-582-8617

Or e-mail nchin@elliman.com
For more photos and floor plan visit:

www.elliman.com/NC  Web ID:  987853
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Mon. & Wed. thru Sat. 10:30-1:30 & 4:30-8; Sun. 12-3

Closed Tuesday

Laguardia $16
Newark $65 & toll

Kennedy $32

Reliable

AIRPORT
transportation

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
• • • Family Special • • •

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
and 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50

Cheese Pie:  Large $13.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese

$16.75
Pineapple & cheese $16.00

– FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262
Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Established 1971

Accountable Financial Management Corp.
Seymour Williams, MBA, CFP

599 Main Street, New York, NY 10044
Telephone: 212-644-8231

OFFERING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM GENWORTH FINANCIAL

RETIREMENT PLANNING
IRAs • 401 (k) Plans • Pension/Profit Sharing Plans • SEPs • Simple Plans

ESTATE PLANNING
Insurance Needs Analysis • Business Ownership Succession Plans •
Charitable Remainder Trusts

EDUCATION PLANNING
529 Plans • Coverdell Education IRAs

INSURANCE
Fixed and Variable Life Insurance • Disability Insurance •
Long Term Care Insurance • Fixed and Variable Annuities

INVESTMENTS
Mutual Funds • Stocks and Bonds • Fee-Based Asset Management Services

Investment and insurance products distributed by Genworth Financial Securities Corp., member NASD/SIPC
and a licensed insurance agency (dba Genworth Financial Securities and Insurance Services in CA); investment
advisory services are offered through Genworth Financial Advisers Corp., an SEC Registered Investment
Adviser.  Home office at 200 N. Martingale Rd, Schaumburg, IL 60173; Phone 888-528-2987.

CLOSED for
VACATION July 14-20;

Closed Sundays in
July & August

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM
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HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What Yvailable � Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

OLOLOLOLOLYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPIC
LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

When it really counts,
count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included

in these low airport fares:

JFK $34
LGA $18

Newark $68 + tolls
Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport:  1-718-626-8000

Discount on all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

• Door-to-door service •

• Long distance and local calls •

• Service to all area airports •

1-718-626-8000

1-718-728-3030
•

• •
Please ask about your

return trip from the airport.

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney
wishes all her friends
on Roosevelt Island

a Happy Independence Day
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think it is fair to say that I was not misquoted, and I can see
where Assemblyman Kellner might have misread my in-
tent, being as he doesn’t know me personally.  What I thought
was implied in my comments, and what I told the Governor’s
Appointments Office, is that while I did not particularly seek
this office and while I could very well have lived without it,
when I was asked to serve I stepped up to serve. It was not
really an option, in the end.  When one is asked to serve,
one serves.  One accepts the responsibilities one is offered,
and there is no more to it than that. I failed to make this
clear in the interview.  I hope I do so now.

“I was actually quite honored by the request in several
ways, and humbled too.  First, my record of responding to
the call of four consecutive governors remains unbroken.
Second and more important, my record of volunteer ser-
vice to my community remains unbroken after 28 consecu-
tive years doing one job or another.  And third, I am awed
by the number of my neighbors who have stepped forward
to commend me for accepting another round of service.
They have reminded me where my real responsibilities lie.”

Kraut expressed similar sentiments in Thursday morning’s
RIOC Board meeting, but added, “I share the concern of
the community that the overall community plan [appoint-
ment of all six community nominees] was not fulfilled.  We
have been advocating for 15 years for the direct election of
Board members.  We got halfway there this time, and we
must continue to work to see to it that the ideal of direct
election of Board members continues.”

History
In its statement, the Maple Tree Group praised

Assemblymember Micah Kellner:  “We want to thank our
elected politicians who supported our cause, with special
thanks to Micah Kellner, who played a key role in this pro-
cess. We’re thankful to have him representing us and proud
to call him our Assemblymember.”  Kellner has picked up
the cause from his predecessor, Pete Grannis.

Virtually since the first few residents moved to Roosevelt
Island in the 1970s, there has been talk of “home rule” or
some greater voice for residents in the selection of the RIOC
Board, which is comparable to a city council, with the RIOC
President (currently Steve Shane) being comparable to a
chief executive – a mayor or city manager.  But the longest-
running serious effort toward direct election of the RIOC
Board began in earnest in 1997, when Rivercross resident
David Bauer invited Islanders to join him in forming an
organization with that specific goal.  Some 50 did, holding
a first meeting under a maple tree just east of Blackwell
House, and the organization became known as the Maple
Tree Group (MTG).  Over the years, well over 200 resi-
dents have been involved in MTG in ways ranging from
passive to active, and active in bursts or continuously.

MTG became a subcommittee of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association (RIRA).  It called for a referendum
asking for direct election of the RIOC Board, and giving
that elected Board hire-and-fire power over the President
of RIOC.  Voters gave that a 92% approval in 1998.  The
group drafted legislation that was introduced by
Assemblymember Pete Grannis (now Commissioner of the
State Department of Environmental Resources) and later
sponsored in the State Senate by then-Senator Olga Mendez.
(Grannis’s Assembly seat is now filled by Micah Kellner;
Mendez’s Senate seat is now filled by José M. Serrano.)
But the bill made no headway in the Republican-controlled
State Senate.  It has been reintroduced often, and it passed
again this week in the State Assembly, but Senate non-pas-
sage is considered likely, as in each earlier attempt.

After Mendez switched her party affiliation from Demo-
crat to Republican, and after a meeting with Governor George
Pataki in which MTG members made the case for greater de-
mocracy in management of the Island, Pataki assented to a
change in the law that gave residents a majority of the seats on
the RIOC Board, but continued the provision for those Board
members to be appointed by the Governor.

When Governor Eliot Spitzer took office and later ap-
pointed Deborah van Amerongen as New York State Hous-
ing Commissioner, and Steve Shane as President of RIOC,
Shane proposed an election in which residents would nomi-
nate RIOC Board members.  That led to the February 5 vote
and the selection of six of the 10 candidates by the
community’s voters.  At Thursday morning’s Board meet-
ing, Shane observed, “This all started a year ago in April,”
referring to the day he was confirmed by the Board.  (Back
then, in response to a question, he had said he favored some
form of resident election of RIOC Board members.)  “It
was picked up and carried through by RIRA, and has reached
the result that you see before you, with three new members
of the Board coming out of a democratic process in the com-
munity.  More are to be appointed, by the Mayor, and we
don’t know how that process will go.  Welcome to the new
members.  We have lots of work to do.”

Disappointment
Members of MTG’s core group feel strongly that all six

winners should be appointed – four by the Governor, two
by the Mayor.  Further, they feel that, if fewer than six are
selected, the seats should be filled with the top vote-getters.
Thursday’s seating of three is thus considered less than half
a victory in the group’s decade-long struggle, since the ap-
pointment of David Kraut means that there is no seat for at
least one of the community nominees.  There is also a concern
that the Mayor may consider the Governor’s response to the
election a signal that he need not nominate winners of the com-
munity election.  (In his interview with The WIRE, Kraut indi-

cated that the Governor’s staff had cited continuity – institu-
tional memory – as a key reason for asking him to continue.)

Judging by postings on The WIRE’s blog at
blog.nyc10044.com, many non-MTG members are also disap-
pointed, if not angry or downright furious, at the Governor’s
culling of the results of the community election and his de-
cision to reappoint Kraut, who chose not to seek voter en-
dorsement in the February 5 election.

Community Reaction
Some recent comments from the blog:
• It is absurd to think that our right to enjoy life’s every

day routines is governed by a state agency. It is ludicrous to
note that this agency is not – at the very least – made up of
an elected majority.  (Scot Bobo)

• All of the elected nominees should be appointed.
(C. Hinderaker)

• I was honored that the residents of Roosevelt Island elected
me to represent them on the RIOC Board.  It was my hope that
I would be able to serve in that role and that the Governor
would allow this wonderful democratic process to become a
reality.  It is still my hope that as Roosevelt Island Residents
we will be able to see those whom we have elected represent
us in the end.  (Community nominee Erin Feely-Nahem)

• In a just society, each person is given what they deserve
so that the rewards of justice are greater than injustice.  By
failing to appoint the six elected officials, not only is the
democratic process vetoed by high-powered officials, the
power of the ballot seem[s] redundant in the face of aristo-
cratic politics.  In Roosevelt Island’s case, the officials that
are entrusted with our welfare are making decisions based
on a type of politics that does not belong in a democratic
society.  (Anonymous)

• Our locally elected officials have repeatedly supported
the election of six candidates to serve on the RIOC Board
as they have supported other initiatives to preserve open
spaces and encourage responsible development on Roosevelt
Island.  Now again, as with the other issues near to the heart
of Roosevelt Islanders, the recommendations of our duly
elected officials was ignored by our new Governor.  I have

 
 
 

June 23rd, 2008  

Andrea Davis Shapiro 
Special Advisor to the Mayor for Executive Searches 
Office of New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
253 Broadway, 10th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 

Dear Ms. Shapiro:  
 
We write to you in support of expanded transparency and self-determination on Roosevelt 
Island. As you are aware, a referendum election was held this past February to recommend six 
island residents for nomination to the board of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation 
(RIOC), the public authority which governs the island. 
 
It has come to our attention that Governor Paterson will consider most – though 
unfortunately not all – of the referendum winners to fill four seats on the board. The final two 
seats will also be filled by Governor Paterson, but with guidance and counsel from your office. 
 
With that in mind, we ask you to work in concert with the Office of the Governor to ensure the 
greatest possible commitment to the February election results, by providing strong 

consideration to the remaining winners of the referendum.  
 
The island is currently witnessing great development and change. In short, there is no more 
important time to provide for a democratically elected RIOC board, one that appreciates the 
diverse and growing needs of the community and takes a proactive role in addressing them. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 

Carolyn B. Maloney 
Member of Congress 

José M. Serrano 
State Senator 

Micah Z. Kellner 
Assembly Member 

Jessica A. Lapin 
Councilmember 
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to believe that Governor Paterson does not understand the
passion that we feel for our community and our disappoint-
ment in this decision. Please reconsider!  (C. Krupka)

• We exercised our right to elect six members to RIOC’s
Board and that should be honored.  (Vasu Panicker)

• I would like to add my name to the list in support of
appointing all of the elected nominees...  It is time to bring
democracy to Roosevelt Island, at least as much as can be
with the current laws!  (Julie White)

• Residents deserve the representation of elected repre-
sentatives. We want our voices to be heard!  RIOC execu-
tive representatives are not living on Roosevelt Island and
are destroying our community.  They come and go while
we continue our lives here!  Please respect the people’s
choice, Governor Paterson!  (Jana Samkova)

• It is my belief that Governor Paterson will honor the
values that the United States of America fights for, i.e. demo-
cratic process.  Governor Paterson, please honor the results
of the election by the Roosevelt Island Community and al-
low the six candidates to represent us on the Board. The
Island residents participated in the election believing that
their voices will be heard and respected as it was done
through a democratic process where most residents partici-
pated.  Despite our responsibilities we rushed from work
not to miss the chance to vote for residents that represent
the best interests of the community as a whole.

We have great trust in your judgment and urge you to
reconsider your decision allowing all the elected members
to represent the Roosevelt Island community on the Board.
(Yemarshet Sissay)

• Roosevelt Island residents nominated six residents to
seats on the RIOC board on February 5, and the new gover-
nor should respect and honor our wishes.  This is a demo-
cratic nation, and any elected official should respect the
people’s choice.  The government should serve it’s people,
and we have chosen who we want to serve us! Any politi-
cian who does not respect this is not for the people, and
must have his/her own special agenda.  Please respect the
people’s choice, Governor Paterson.  (Oluwafemi Joseph)

RIOC from page 1 Goodwill Family Fair Coming Here July 12
Goodwill Industries of Greater New

York will sponsor a Community Con-
nect Action Fair, Saturday July 12 in
Lighthouse Park.  It’s intended to link
Islanders with community resources
such as adult and youth education, job
placement, health and fitness, and re-
cycling.  Experts from more than 30
local organizations will be available in

various “zones” (such as education or
business technology).  There will be a
green zone where discarded comput-
ers can be dropped off, and a booth to
receive donations of clothing.

The event is expected to draw 2,500
people to the Island, mostly from
Queens and Manhattan.

For the kids, there will be a Natural

History Moveable Museum Dinosaur
exhibit, clowns, games, face-painting,
and music.

In some cases, prospective job appli-
cants will have opportunities to talk with
prospective employers.  The event will
run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  It’s free.

Ads on pages 11 and 15 have addi-
tional information.
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University of New York at Stony Brook
School of Medicine, graduating in 1994.
Was there a lightning moment in medical
school when she realized she wanted to dedi-
cate her life to helping children?  “I wish I
had a really exciting answer,” Dr. Siegel said.
“It just felt right to me.”

She was a resident in pediatrics at St.
Christopher’s Hospital for Children in Phila-
delphia before moving on to Children’s
Hospital and the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania.  She has also taught at the
University of Pennsylvania School of Medi-
cine and at Harvard Medical School.   She
hopes to resume teaching in Manhattan.
“I’ve had constant involvement with medi-
cal students,” she said.  “It’s important for
me.  Teaching forces you to constantly main-
tain your own level of education.  If you
can’t explain something to a student, you
probably don’t understand it.”

She also hopes to resume working as a
medical consultant in international adop-
tions.  “It’s sort of an unofficial specialty.
Basically, when people are adopting from
other countries, they get advance informa-
tion on the child.  Some agencies require that

the parents have a medical person with ex-
perience in this area review it with them so
that, if there are any risks, either they can
decline the adoption of this particular child
or just know what to expect.

“The information has gotten more and
more complete over time.  And it’s pretty
reliable.  So parents need to understand it
all.  Some of the more common issues that
occur would be developmental concerns,
especially if the kids have been in an orphan-
age setting – whether or not there have been
neglect or stimulation issues.”  Dr. Siegel
took particular pleasure in following the
adopted children to an age when they were
ready to travel back to their home countries
and reconnect.  “It’s nice to work with these
families because they’re very, very moti-
vated to love the child,” Dr. Siegel said.

Many of the patients Dr. Siegel sees on
the Island these days are coming in for camp
or school checkups.  “For some of the kids,
it will be a once-a-year visit, so I take ad-
vantage of it to try to find out about any is-
sues about their health that may not be spe-
cific to the time of year.”  There are more
outdoor-related injuries in the summer, Dr.

Pediatrician from page 1

Siegel said, advising parents to think con-
stantly about safety issues.  “Sun protection,
insect-bite protection, just being aware of
these types of exposures.  And injuries –
wearing helmets when you’re riding a bi-
cycle or scooter.  Swimming, having good
guidelines for supervision.”

Both Dr. Grimm and Dr. Siegel believe in
going easy on antiobiotics, in discouraging
too-frequent visits to the doctor, and in the
efficacy of vaccines.

Dr. Siegel, who is 39, lives on the East
Side with her husband, Jonathan, a lawyer.
“He thinks it’s nice to be a doctor,” she said.
“He’s really very, very supportive.”  Beeper
signals don’t bother him, and he once vol-
unteered to accompany his worried wife to
a sick patient’s home.

Her life is otherwise quiet.  “I don’t do
anything fascinating,” she said, laughing.  “I
do a lot of reading.  You’ll find me at the
Roosevelt Island Library once a week.  It’s

Weekend Subway Diversion Schedule
(Subject to change)

These diversions run 12:01 a.m. Saturday through 5:00 a.m. Monday.

Weekend No Service Available...
July 12-14 Manhattan to Roosevelt Island (uptown)
August 9-11 Manhattan to Roosevelt Island (uptown)
August 23-25 Roosevelt Island to Manhattan (downtown)
August 30-September 1 Roosevelt Island to Manhattan (downtown)
September 6-8 Manhattan to Roosevelt Island (uptown)

Note:  The multi-month Tramway update outage is not expected to start
until March 2009, at the earliest.

nice that it’s right across the street.  And since
I married, I do a lot more cooking.  My hus-
band is a fan of my cooking.  I don’t know
how good it really is, but he seems to love it.”
Low-fat cakes and cookies are a specialty.

So far, she has not added any personal ef-
fects to the office she shares with Dr. Grimm.
“I’m new and I’m trying to respect Dr.
Grimm’s history, so I don’t want to make
too many changes.  But to be honest, I prob-
ably won’t bring anything.  My old office
had nothing personal at all, except for things
that the patients gave me.  People sometimes
bring little gifts, and I’ve always saved ev-
ery one of them, especially drawings that the
children make.”  Her old office walls were
papered with her favorite kind of art work,
the head with legs that children around three
to four years old tend to draw to represent
people.  “I have tons of those pictures.  I
love them because it’s so interesting that they
all do that.”
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by Robert Chira
This month’s Tram shutdown raises important ques-

tions about further housing development here.
Construction nears completion on buildings 5 and

6 in Southtown and three more buildings are planned,
each 28 stories – seven more than any other Island
building.  They’ll bring many hun-
dreds of additional Manhattan com-
muters.

And – need anyone need remind-
ing – in 2009, the Tram will be out
of service for half the year.

But, even with the Tram running,
transportation capacity is already
inadequate during the morning
rush.  Subway trains often arrive
so jammed that few Islanders can
board – and the MTA stubbornly
resists the notion that improve-
ments in subway service are needed
or possible, rejecting, out of hand
and without alternatives, every sug-
gestion sent their way.

One recent idea, proposed by
resident Frank Farance, who has
demonstrated expertise in this area,
asks that the MTA reserve one car
per train during the morning rush,
opening its doors here for the first time.  Islanders
could then count on boarding, up to 200 at a time.
The MTA is not likely to accept that or other ideas.
Indeed, two years ago, the MTA claimed in a letter
that its “ridership surveys indicate that, on average,
the F line operates within passenger loading guide-
lines.”

Operating in its own make-believe world divorced
from this Island’s reality, the MTA further maintains
that the tunnels and connectors in Queens are operat-
ing at full capacity, making it impossible to provide
additional F service for Roosevelt Islanders.  It also
says a separate shuttle train originating at 21st Street
is not feasible, because there is no express track by-
passing the Island station..

Unfortunately, other transportation options are not
likely to help much.

Ferry service is a limited option for those who work
in midtown Manhattan.  Any ferry landing will be at
the water’s edge and far from offices.   Due to swirl-
ing currents and other conditions, docking ferries is
difficult except for Wall Street and 34th Street, but
those places are far from the workplace of most Is-

land residents.   Additional ferry service to 42nd Street
would help UN workers who live on the Island, and
perhaps a ferry service further uptown at 60th Street
might help some others, but this will alleviate only a
small part of the overall problem

Another Tram that leaves from the Manhattan Park
area and lands in Manhattan at 72nd

Street and Second Avenue might
help, but requires huge expense to
condemn buildings in Manhattan to
make way for a landing.  It may
also pose a safety hazard due to
low-flying aircraft (now deterred
by the existing Tram’s location next
to the Queensboro Bridge with its
towers).  In any event, a Tram is
one of the least efficient ways to
move masses of people.  At best, a
Tram can carry 125 passengers, or
about 800 per hour if run at full
capacity and at maximum speeds.
That is much less than what a sub-
way can transport.

Few could be expected to use
express bus service to Manhattan
that would take up to an hour, or
four times what it takes to squeeze
ultimately into a subway car.

All this leads to an obvious conclusion:  This
Island’s available transit cannot possibly accommo-
date the three 28-story buildings proposed for
Southtown.

RIOC and developers will argue that the 1969 Gen-
eral Development Plan (GDP) for the Island contem-
plated a total of 5,000 housing units.  But the GDP
did not anticipate the transportation problems we have
today.  It did not consider the subway bottlenecks that
prevent additional trains from being added to the F
line.  It did not foresee the explosive growth of the
subway-riding population in Queens.

Given the limited impact of other available transit
solutions, the reality is that Roosevelt Island is highly
dependent on subway service, which already carries
twice the daily load of the Tramway.  There are no
magical solutions in sight.

Given that reality, the short and simple stopgap
answer to the Island’s severe transportation problem
is no more building until transit solutions are ready.
Under present conditions, bringing many hundreds
of additional residents to Southtown buildings 7, 8,
and 9 is just not rational.

Longtime resident Robert Chira
practices law in Manhattan.

Commentary

Without Transit Solutions, Building
More Towers Will Have Us More Stuck

or down staircase is available –
they must climb the rest of the way.
That’s OK for the young and vig-
orous, but a definite problem for
the elderly, the infirm, the seriously
overweight, and anyone carrying
heavy packages.

Ellen Polivy, who represents
Roosevelt Island on Community
Board 8, is temporarily among the
infirm.  She’s wearing a special
boot and using a scooter to allow
her foot to heal.  At Tuesday night’s
CB8 session, she told of carrying
her scooter up a long flight of stairs
because there was simply no alter-
native.  NYC Transit’s Kosowsky
agreed that active placement of
warning signs would help passen-
gers avoid that sort of situation
when escalators fail.

City Councilmember Jessica
Lappin is also exasperated at the
problem, both in her district (which
includes Roosevelt Island) and
throughout the system.  “The fail-
ure on the part of the MTA to con-
sistently provide working escala-
tors for the elderly and disabled at
the Roosevelt Island subway stop
is shameful,” she said in an e-mail.
“My office has repeatedly con-
tacted the MTA regarding this is-
sue.  While there are a variety of
problems that must be overcome,
one thing is clear:  the MTA must
do more to provide working ac-
commodations for Roosevelt
Island’s elderly and disabled.”

The Blue Wall
For months during this $36 mil-

lion escalator project at the Island
station, a 12-foot blue wall has
extended from the street level to
the mezzanine level.  Islanders
know something is going on be-
hind those temporary barriers, but
the urge simply to be done with
their workaday battle with the tran-
sit system dampens curiosity about
progress and the meaning of noises
behind the barriers.  What they do
know about – no need to ask – are
those landing strandings.

“This organization is very, very
good at subway car maintenance,”
Howard Roberts, President of
NYC Transit, recently told The
New York Times.  “It’s very good
at bus maintenance.  But it hasn’t
done well at maintaining auxiliary
equipment.  I think we are in the
process of trying to create the same
competence in elevator and esca-
lator maintenance that we have in
buses and subway cars.”

But that’s not an overnight fix for
the problems on Roosevelt Island,
where the escalators date back to
1989.  “These escalators have
reached the end of their useful
lives,” said Transit Authority
spokesman Charles Seaton.  “The
entire battery is being replaced.
This is necessary construction.
Replacing them will minimize fu-
ture disruptions.”

Over the years, Islanders have
often compared escalator situations
at Bloomingdale’s with those in
the subway system.  If they can
be kept running at a department
store, they argue, they should
never be out of service in the sub-
way system.  But at Tuesday
night’s meeting, representatives
of the transit system said it’s just
not that simple.  “We have a 24-
hour system,” said Josh Orzeck
of the Manhattan Borough
Commissioner’s Office of NYC
Transit.  “Everywhere else in the
world, the system goes down at
night.  It’s an opportunity for
maintenance.  Here, we run 24/7,
and we have to keep the system
going, working around repair and
reconstruction activities.”

2008 Completion
The reconstruction on Roosevelt

Island is supposed to be finished
early this fall – certainly no later

Escalators from page 1

than December – spokesman
Seaton told The WIRE.  “The new
escalators will be connected to a
system that will immediately report
any problems to an escalator/eleva-
tor control center,” he added.  That
system is called “LiftNet,”
Kosowsky told Tuesday night’s
CB8 session.  She explained that
it’s a computerized real-time re-
porting system that will alert sys-
tem managers to escalator outages
as soon as they occur.

Islander Judith McGee added her
own voice on behalf of the elderly
in an e-mail to Steve Shane, Presi-
dent of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation (RIOC).  “RIOC
and the MTA have exhibited a lack
of regard for the Island’s elderly
population,” she wrote in asking
that RIOC get involved in the tran-
sit mess.

Shane responded.  “Your allega-
tions about RIOC are completely
unfounded,” he wrote.  “We have
a great deal of concern for the eld-
erly and infirm, but we do not run
the subway system.  The difficul-
ties in the station are precisely
why RIOC runs supplemental bus
service.”  At Tuesday night’s
meeting of CB8 committees,
Shane said that the escalator situ-
ation in the Island station is what
prompted him to add all-day Red
Bus service during the recent
Tramway outage.  In his e-mail
conversation with McGee, he
continued, “RIOC has appealed,
along with every other elected
official and community-based or-
ganization, to the MTA for more
reliable escalator and elevator ser-
vice.  Would that there would be
up escalator service to the street at
all times.”

Exasperated, upset, discour-
aged, angry, resigned, frustrated,
determined – all apply to Roosevelt
Islanders, who manage to escape
the inconveniences of Manhattan
at the end of the workday, but find
that the troublesome elements of
city life follow them home when it
comes to transit.

Islander Edward Earle can tell
you about that.  He arrived at the
Roosevelt Island station during the
evening rush hour on Wednesday
June 11, to discover that the esca-
lator carrying passengers to the
street level was stalled.  He saw
several people struggling and stop-
ping at the intermediate landing as
they walked up the stairs.

“The MTA could have switched
a down escalator to an up,” he said.
“This service inconsistency par-
ticularly affects the elderly or those
who may be infirm.”  But he un-
derstands, he says, that completing
repairs and installing new equip-
ment on a system that operates 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
poses a challenge to transit agency
leaders.  “There is never a good
time to take out a major form of
transit, but it would have been sen-
sible to wait about a month to en-
sure that their third escalator was
operational before taking all of the
escalators out of service.”

Gene Russianoff of the
Straphangers Campaign, a transit
riders’ advocacy group, discovered
the challenge of navigating the
Roosevelt Island station when a
family member had a stay at
Goldwater Hospital. “For many
riders, it’s an ordeal.  God forbid
you have to walk out of there.  It’s
a deep station.”

Elevators
Lily Chang lives in the

Riverwalk complex. “The con-
struction of the new escalators is
not much of an inconvenience for
me,” she said recently while sitting
in Blackwell Park with her son and
two elderly friends.  “When I travel
on the subway, I use the elevator –

not the escalators.  But I like the
Tram better because it’s faster and
I love the view.”

But for over a week recently, the
elevator on the uptown side of the
Roosevelt Island station was out of
service.  Hauling the results of
Manhattan shopping, some resi-
dents used an escalator to go up
one level, just above the tracks,
cross over to the downtown side,
go down to the platform level (via
stairs, since the only escalator has
been upbound for weeks), then ride
to the street level on the elevator
that serves that platform.

Solutions like that can make resi-
dents feel like jungle guides who
work out the path of least resis-
tance through the urban thicket.
But it doesn’t always work – par-
ticularly when the system doles out
surprises – like those “landing
strandings” midway up the trip out
of the station.

Outages
The T.A. has spent almost $1 bil-

lion to install more than 200 eleva-
tors and escalators in the entire
subway system since the early
1990’s, according to a May article
in The Times.  They discovered that
“one out of every six elevators and
escalators was inoperable for more
than a month last year, according
to the NYC transit agency’s own
data.”

The Times also reported that the
200 mechanics who are charged
with fixing the subways elevators
and escalators receive as little as
four weeks of formal training.

“They don’t have enough com-

petent people with proper train-
ing,” Michelle O’Toole, president
of J. Martin Associates, told the
newspaper.  The transit authority
hired her company to evaluate the
systems elevators in 2006.  “It all
reflects back to qualifications,
training and capabilities.”

Dr. Jan Wells, associate director
of the Permanent Citizens Advi-
sory Committee to the MTA, em-
pathizes with the residents of
Roosevelt Island.  “I know it is
frustrating for the residents, but
think of the new equipment that
will be coming,” she wrote in an
e-mail.  “Until the construction is
finished, there is probably going to
be some inconvenience when ex-
isting options go out of service.  If
it’s any consolation, this is a sys-
tem-wide problem, and other sta-
tions suffer poor escalator and el-
evator service as well.”

As Always, Funding
Is there a permanent solution to

this problem?
Kate Slevin, executive director

of the Tri-State Transportation
Campaign, an advocacy and policy
group working to improve transit
service in New York, New Jersey,
and Connecticut,  said that elected
officials need to push for more
funding for public transportation.

“You can’t put the whole burden
for operating the system on the
rider,” she said in a phone inter-
view.  “There is a need for trans-
portation improvements across the
city.  We need more funding to en-
sure that escalators and elevators
are working properly.”

The solution for Julia Vitullo-
Martin, director of the Center for
Rethinking Development at the
Manhattan Institute, lies in break-
ing the transit authority’s strangle-
hold on public transportation.
“The monopoly held by the MTA
and the NYC Transit Authority on
public transportation in the city
does not promote the kind of inno-
vation that riders need,” she told
The WIRE.

The superintendent of elevators
and escalators for the entire sys-
tem told The Times that “he often
felt under pressure to rely on quick
fixes to keep the system moving...
We’re faced with trying to solve a
problem, but I don’t have the
luxury of having all day to do it,”
said Joseph Joyce.

Next Year
Meanwhile, Roosevelt Islanders

face a 2009 during which the
Tramway will be out of service for
a time.  On Tuesday night, RIOC
President Shane described that as
“four, six, eight months,” depend-
ing on the schedule resulting from
bids for the Tramway upgrade.
Those bids will be due September
2, in response to a Request for Pro-
posals that was scheduled to go out
by the end of this week.

For whatever period the Tram
will be out of service, most resi-
dents will have to cope with the
subway system and the service
outages in elevators, escalators,
and train service.  By then, at least,
those new escalators are supposed
to be in service and, presumably,
working reliably 24/7.
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See you at Trellis.  Bring a neighbor.

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Great Outdoors
It’s great outdoors at Trellis.  Enjoy
the sun or pick a table with shade,
and enjoy the season.  Or take a
sandwich and drink down to the
waterside and watch the barge

traffic on the East River, along with
the sailboats and small yachts that
are constantly going by.  Wave to

the canoeists and Jetski riders and
soak up the rays.

We’re at your service.

• One large pie with 1 topping & 1/2 dozen
garlic knots & FREE 2-ltr soda – $19.00

• One large pie, 1 order garlic knots, 1 order
Buffalo wings & FREE 2-ltr soda – $21
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Scenes from the Island’s Family Album

Two Weekends Back, Another Nea
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The Main Street WIRE’s color
coverage of Roosevelt Island Day
is made possible by funding from

Urban American.

ear-Perfect Roosevelt Island Day

Photography by Paul Katz
and Website NYC10044
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Introducing Ion’s Corner Café
Open for Lunch and Dinner

Where East meets West in a Light,
Healthy and Authentic European cuisine

Fresh Salads
Hearty Entrees

Decadent Deserts
There’s a choice for everyone in your family on the menu,

from meat, chicken or fish dishes to vegetarian fare
– and with prices so low you can afford to try it all!

Let us introduce you to home cooking from Romania,
where European traditions meet Middle Eastern influences

for an exciting taste adventure with all natural, fresh
ingredients that leave you fully satisfied without any guilt.

CALL FOR DELIVERY – FULL SERVICE MENU

WE NOW SERVE WINE AND BEER

36 – 01 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11106
Tel: 718 786 3236

A three-minute walk across Roosevelt Island Bridge

30-08C 36th Street

Playing Field Availability
On the Island

Planning Summer Activities
Sportspark and Playing Fields
Fill out application available at rioc.com/generalapp.htm.  No permit needed, and no charge,
for groups of 15 and under, but permit holders get priority on a reserved field.  To check
field availability and permit fees, call Donna Masly at 212-832-4563.

Octagon Park Tennis Courts
Annual-permit form at rioc.com/2008/tennisrules.htm.  Adults, $100; age 18 and under, $10;
62 and over, $20; Instructors, $200.  Courts open year-round at dawn and close at 10:30
p.m., seven days a week.

Barbecues
Free, first come, first served.  To plan a special event using the grills, at Lighthouse
Park, Southpoint Park, and near Manhattan Park, call Donna Masly at 212-832-4563.
Permit and fee required for reservations.

Trellis was closed for two days last week
when the restaurant failed a Health Depart-
ment reinspection.  That reinspection was
triggered when, on May 30,  by going four
points over the Health Department’s 28-
point limit for violations, the establishment
was put on notice that certain deficiencies
had to be corrected.

“This was a reinspection, so I should have
expected trouble,” said owner Kaie Razaghi.
“Mostly, my downfall was food temperature.
The guys brought food from downstairs to
warm up, put it in the oven, but forgot to
turn the oven on.  The inspector came in at
just that time.  With food out of the ’fridge
for however long, with the kitchen tempera-
ture at 100 degrees, the food changes tem-
perature.  The inspector came in at just that
time and found the temperature too high.

“Food temperature is a critical violation
that gets a lot of points.”  Razaghi said this
inspector identified himself as “the one who

shut down Four Seasons.”
Trellis recovered quickly.  “I reopened in

one day and, when they inspected me for
reopening – they look not to reopen you, the
going period is a week to 10 days to reopen
– when they inspected me for reopening, I
had only four points.”

The average score for Manhattan restau-
rants is 15 points, according to the Health
Department’s website – where the restaurant
is listed, with a stray apostophe, as “Trelli’s,”
as though “Trelli” is the owner’s name.

The Health Department website is at
nyc.gov/html/doh/html/rii/index.shtml, where Island
food-service operations can be accessed by
entering zipcode 10044.

On their most recent inspections, Island
operations scored as follows:

China 1, 26 points; Octagon Deli, 4; Fuji
East, 29; Nonno’s, 0; Starbucks, 2; Subway,
24 (at Coler) and 25 (at Goldwater); and
Trellis, 32.

Trellis Closed Briefly After
Health Department Inspection

See Planning Summer Activities, at left,
and the RIOC website at rioc.com, for infor-
mation on how to reserve Island facilities.

Read Island history as it was made in
the WIRE archive at nyc10044.com
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Roosevelt Island
on the Web

Island Cats
volunteer seeks
licensed driver

with car,
July 11 to 25,

for lifts to a
Roosevelt Island
cat colony three

to four times a
week, and for

assistance
feeding the cats.

Will pay.
Please call

212-593-1054

Island Cats
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licensed driver

with car,
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for lifts to a
Roosevelt Island
cat colony three

to four times a
week, and for
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feeding the cats.

Will pay.
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Compiled by Rick O’Conor
rooseveltislander.blogspot.com

Website addresses (URLs) have been condensed
for your convenience in copying from this page.

NewYork Times article on what life is like without the Roosevelt Island Tramway –
tinyurl.com/3k2cad

2007 July 4 Fireworks celebration at Southpoint Park, What to expect for this year –
tinyurl.com/67w8sb

New York Sun article – How will 2009 Roosevelt Island Tram shutdown impact the
Island’s transportation infrastructure, as well as Riverwalk condo pricing and
sales? – tinyurl.com/4rep68

Streetsblog – Governor’s Island to test bike-sharing program – tinyurl.com/3p53fh
Video walk through Roosevelt Island’s Renwick Ruin via Roosevelt Islander blog –

tinyurl.com/6qecoz
Proposed Queensboro Bridge wind turbines could provide power for Roosevelt Island

walkways – tinyurl.com/4wpozd
Wild-animal rescue on Roosevelt Island:  Seal found in East River – tinyurl.com/4k6l2v
Roosevelt Island summer outdoor movie moved from Southpoint Park to Firefighters

Field – tinyurl.com/65g4n6
Video recap of Roosevelt Island Day from Roosevelt Island 360 – tinyurl.com/5jt34w

Spot something on the web that you think your neighbors should know about?
Send your suggestion, with full URL (web address), to rooseveltislander@gmail.com.

Direct links to many Island-oriented websites are provided
on the home page of The Main Street WIRE’s Website NYC10044 – nyc10044.com.

Blogging opportunities at:
blog.nyc10044.com

rooseveltislander.blogspot.com
rooseveltisland360.blogspot.com

Advertisers reach every residence in the
community through The Main Street WIRE,
which is delivered, free, 22 times a year, to
every apartment door on the Island.

Call Ellen Levy at 917-587-3278.
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Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation

Open to People of All Faith
Backgrounds.

“You don’t have to go off the Island
to find a great little church!”

Worship is at 10:00 AM
Coffee and Goodies Right After.

Sunday School 9:30
Youth Group 11:30

Lew Johnson, Vicar.  917-297-8934.
Visit us on the web!

www.goodshepherdchapel.net

Mohamed Sall was nominated by his 7th-grade math
teacher, Mr. Mac, to receive the PS/IS 217 PTA Academic
Spotlight Award.  Mr. Mac says that Mohamed works hard
every day, and asks questions on concepts he does not un-
derstand.  He also states that Mohamed is “a perfect ex-
ample for his peers of what a hardworking, respectful stu-
dent should be.”

Ms. Johnson, Mohamed’s Language Arts Teacher, is
equally impressed.  She appreciates how well Mohamed
responds to her feedback, and how he is always looking for
ways to improve his work.  Ms. Johnson says that Mohamed
often completes his school projects early, and because of
this, he is often able to help his peers.  She feels that he is
very talented at helping fellow classmates generate project
ideas, and focus on their school work.

Tamala Pita was nominated by her teacher, Ms. Lewis,
to receive the PS 217 PTA Academic Spotlight Award.

Tamala is in the 5th grade at PS 217.  Ms. Lewis de-
scribes Tamala as a “naturally bright student who applies
herself every day.”

Ms Lewis feels that Tamala works hard to be success-
ful in school by diligently studying and reading challeng-
ing books of all genres.  She also feels that Tamala is a
talented writer whose work throughout the past school
year has demonstrated high ability and growth.

Ms. Lewis says that Tamala is a “sweet soul, and a good
friend to all of her classmates.”

Recipients of the PTA Academic Spotlight Award re-
ceive a free lunch special at Nonno’s.

PTA Academic Spotlight
WIRE
Seeking a
Webmaster
The Main Street WIRE is seeking a Webmaster
for Website NYC10044, nyc10044.com.  This is
an unpaid volunteer position requiring
appropriate software and hardware, and a
knowledge of how to compose web pages,
prepare and format photographs, create
features, and do general maintenance on an
existing index of hundreds of WIRE issues.
Opportunities for creative development doing a
task that serves the community.  Estimate 2-5
hours every two weeks, but with possibilities for
more if your schedule permits.  E-mail Dick Lutz
now at editor@MainStreetWIRE.com or call
212-826-9056.

–Auditions–
William Shakespeare’s

AAAAA
MidsummerMidsummerMidsummerMidsummerMidsummer

Night�sNight�sNight�sNight�sNight�s
DreamDreamDreamDreamDream

Directed by John William Schiffbauer
Presented by RIOC

Auditions at Good Shepherd Community Center:
Fri., July 18, 6-8pm • Sat., July 19, 1-3pm • Sun., July 20, 1-3pm

Come prepared with a Shakespearean monologue,
or sides will be provided.

Performance Dates: Saturday, August 23, 4:00 pm
Sunday, August 24, 4:00 pm

Rivercross Lawn

For questions or to schedule
an alternate appointment, call 646-648-2348.

New to Roosevelt Island?  Want to get involved?  The Main Street WIRE
needs reporters & writers, plus stuffing and distribution volunteers.
Call The WIRE at 212-826-9056 to talk about what you’d like to do.



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., June 28, 2008 • 17

Rated the Best Diner in Queens by the Daily NewsRated the Best Diner in Queens by the Daily News

31-91 21st St (at Broadway)
Astoria

all major credit cards
full catering or

have your party here

OPEN 24 HOURS

FREE PARK ING

FREE DELIVERY

$10 MINIMUM

718-721-3160

31-91 21st St (at Broadway)
Astoria

all major credit cards
full catering or

have your party here

OPEN 24 HOURS

FREE PARK ING

FREE DELIVERY

$10 MINIMUM

718-721-3160
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Letters from page 3

To the Editor:
After watching Tappy Phillips on ABC News do a special

on the problems of many grocery stores in the city over-
charging for milk, I learned that there is a price cap set by
the State Department of Agriculture.  Oddly, Gristedes was
not mentioned in either airing.  You’d think that the media
would want to cover the fact that Mr. Catsimatidis, presump-
tive New York City mayoral candidate and owner of Red
Apple/Gristedes stores, is overcharging his customers.

With a little foot-work, I discovered that Gristedes pric-
ing indeed exceeds the cap.  When I called their executive
office milk/dairy department several weeks ago, I spoke to
a very indignant gentleman by the name of Bob Euler.  He
knew “nothing” about any milk pricing caps, and said
Gristedes was justified in charging the following prices.  He
was quite defensive.  Here’s what I have found at our
MegaStore:  Gallons are being sold at $4.99 and should be
no more than $3.99.  Half-gallons are $2.69 and should be
no more than $2.09. Quarts are $1.69 and generally should
not be more than $1.09.

Charles Huff, the Director of Milk Control with the New
York Department of Agriculture, is aware that Gristedes all
over the City is overcharging for milk.  He has even had a
few calls from Roosevelt Islanders.  But considering the
number of families with children here, he should be hear-
ing from more of us.  His number is 518-457-1772, and his
e-mail address is charlie.huff@agmkt.com.

Dairy pricing can be checked at www.agmkt.state.ny, Divi-
sions, Milk Control and Dairy Services.  There is a link at
the top of the page to Statistics.  Mr. Huff said that the cap
may be going up this month, but gallons will still not be as
high as $4.99.

Other comparison pricing:  McCann’s Steel Cut Oats (28
oz. can) is almost $9 at Gristedes; at Fairway (Broadway
and 74th), I spent $5.49!  Grapenuts cereal at Gristedes is
$6.49.  At Fairway, I spent $4.29.

Sherie Helstien

To the Editor:
On Monday morning, approximately 75 parking spaces

on the west side of Vernon Boulevard, from the Queensboro
bridge to Costco, became No Standing Anytime spots with
no advance notice and no discussion with the community.
They have been turned into bike lanes.

These parking spaces are the only spots close enough to
Roosevelt Island to be used as unfettered street parking and
overnight spots for Roosevelt Islanders, who compete with
local Queens residents, visitors to Socrates Park, and the
Noguchi Museum for parking.

Astoria Community Board 1 voted against losing the park-
ing, but this decision was just dropped on them without their
input.  Apparently, Vernon Boulevard is part of the larger
city bike-lane plan.

Transportation Alternatives has organized a letter-writ-
ing campaign in favor of bike lanes.  This is particularly
bad timing.  I like bike lanes, too, but we need spaces for
our cars, especially while the bridgework has taken our un-
der-bridge parking.  If we are to try to get the parking spaces
back, everyone must write letters to Mayor Bloomberg and
Councilmember Jessica Lappin, as this is a city decision.

Ellen Polivy

To the Editor:
At our toddler playground (near Southtown), a sign clearly

states that it is for the use of young children, and that chil-
dren must have adult supervision.

I have noticed three startling occurrences there.  First,
many older children (ages 9-13+) use the playground after
school and into the night. Never have I seen an accompany-
ing adult. Second, as a result, our playground is used im-
properly and it is deteriorating.  Third, these children be-
have recklessly, and it endangers children who are much
younger and much smaller.

I hope that Public Safety will make an effort to monitor
the playground, and parents will tell their older children to
use other playgrounds on the Island.  The toddlers cannot
use the playgrounds designed for older children and, soon,
they will be unable to use their own toddler playground if it
is overrun with older children.

Many a mother has had to leave the toddler playground
because there are full-size boys and girls running at full
speed, not watching where they are going, sometimes knock-
ing a toddler right off his or her feet.  I have even seen some
of these unsupervised older children riding bikes within the
playground!  Furthermore, I cannot help but be offended by
the foul language used by some of these older ones, as well.

Recently, a group of children who were about 10 years
and older were, as usual, using the swings, including the
infant swings.  When asked to get off the infant swings be-
cause they are not designed to hold the weight and size of
older children, the children simply refused to comply.

Corinna Kell, who has lived here for many years, recalls
that the rocking animals have been broken before by older
children and teenagers who were too heavy and wildly
rocked on them.  The behavior continues.  The animals will
likely be broken again.

Here is a list that will continue to grow if the playground
is not monitored more closely:  A broken latch on the front
gate (at least twice that I have noticed); full-size children
swinging two and three at a time, resulting in a broken swing;
graffiti; a Plexiglas window that was broken, resulting in
removal of the window; and now, a dangerous hole I have
seen young ones fall out of.  RIOC, please note these dam-
ages, and protect the budget from needless expenditure due
to further damage caused by age-inappropriate use of the
toddler playground.

the receptacles will be a big help.
6. Octagon Ferry Dock: Studies for required work

and permitting under way.  We met with City offi-
cials at EDC and DOT to determine what modifica-
tions to the piers might be necessary to accommo-
date.  Stay tuned for future developments.

7. Fourth of July:  Plans are proceeding.  RIOC
has made tickets available to Island residents for $18,
a 10% discount from the price for the general public.
The discounted tickets to Islanders, on proof of resi-
dency, are available at the Tram.  Southpoint will be
closed the entire week of June 30 to July 3 to permit
the setup for the fireworks watching.

8. Playing Fields: Engineering work on replace-
ment of drains and playing surfaces going forward.
When finalized, will be back to the Board before is-
suing an RFP.

9. Open Swim: RIOC has hired a lifeguard and
there will be new Open Swim hours at Sportspark,
Monday to Friday, 6AM to 9AM.

10. Public Purpose Funding: At the behest of
RIOC, RIRA undertook the very difficult job of
vetting the applications for $100,000 as allocated by
RIOC in the 2008/2009 budget. Balancing Island pri-
orities among the competing organizations on a lim-
ited budget is not an easy task. RIRA recommended
to RIOC’s Board that the Day Nursery receive
$20,000, Island Kids $19,000, Marlins Swim Club
$22,000, Boy Scouts $24,000, RISAR $15,000, Life

with the windows closed consid-
erably more often than has been my
wont.  To make an omelet, you
must…well, you know.

On a whim, I called 311 to re-
port a noise violation.  Not the
bridge; I’m referring to the com-
mercial helicopters that use
Roosevelt Island as their flight path
at all hours of the day and night.
Years ago, when C. Virginia Fields
was Manhattan Borough President,
I joined her Helicopter Task Force
to see if the rules, requiring com-
mercial helicopters to fly a thou-
sand feet over urban residential
buildings, could be enforced.  I
found a Task Force that appeared
to be a sounding board for the com-
mercial helicopter industry, and
that was profoundly uninterested in
the community representatives who,
like me, had joined to register their
complaints.  I didn’t return.

Here’s the result of my 311
phone call today:  The apparatchik
who answered my call stated that
he “didn’t have a code correspond-
ing to a helicopter noise com-
plaint,” therefore there was noth-
ing he could do for me and could
he send me a brochure on barking
dogs?  Frankly, I didn’t expect any-
thing different.  I will pursue the
question with our current Borough
President, Scott Stringer, and hope
to report some progress in the near
future.

Transit
Community Board 8 held a joint

meeting of their Transportation and
Roosevelt Island Committees
Tuesday evening.  On the agenda
were key Island issues, including
East River ferry service, track work
on the F train, escalator and eleva-
tor breakdowns at the Roosevelt
Island station, the Tram overhaul
scheduled for next year, access to
the Queensboro Bridge, and the
loss of parking on Vernon Boule-
vard so that a bike lane may be set
aside.  Representatives of the MTA
and DOT answered questions, of-

fered studies of various questions,
and promised... nothing.

I hope that Alissa Kosowsky,
representing New York Transit, will
follow through on CB8 member
Ellen Polivy’s request that the Au-
thority provide ramps on our sub-
way platforms that will allow mo-
torized wheelchairs to board trains.

The key question posed that
evening was why a usable dock
was to be constructed on the west
promenade near Octagon when no
ferry operator has agreed to pro-
vide service, nor has EDC or DOT
conducted feasibility studies that
might persuade such an operator
that Island ridership is sufficient to
make their service profitable.  Cart
before the horse, don’t you think?

FDR Memorial
We’ve heard precious little from

the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute (FERI) in recent days or,
for that matter, from the Trust for
Public Land (TPL), responsible for
the ten northernmost acres of
Southpoint Park.  Likely, this is
because of the collapse of the
James Renwick-designed Small-
pox Hospital and the start of the
stabilization work that must pre-
cede any other park construction.

You may recall that the Parks
Committee of Community Board
8 convened a meeting last January
to consider the FDR Memorial and
the $40 million Louis Kahn design
that is the only commemoration of
President Roosevelt presented over
the last 35 years.  Ambassador
William vanden Heuvel, Chairman
Emeritus of FERI, spoke elo-
quently of his association with this
20th Century titan, and of the Kahn
plan.  During the Q&A, a resident
asked the Ambassador whether
FERI would consider a deadline
within which they would either
raise the money or cede control of
those three acres back to the State.
He stated that four months, five at
the outside, would be sufficient,
after which FERI would simply

walk away.  Last Sunday was ex-
actly five months since that Janu-
ary 22 meeting.

I’ve spoken to Ambassador
vanden Heuvel and also to FERI
Executive Director Gina Pollara,
and I can tell you that there is no
deadline now on the table.  They
are confident that the city and state
will come up with the funds to
cover at least the first $20 million
of construction costs and that, by
raising half the money they require,
permitting may begin while they
seek the rest of the funds.

I asked what level of pledged
funds were in hand, remembering
that, five months ago, only about
$10 million was available.  Their
answers were vague, and I got the
impression that the total hasn’t
changed much.  RIOC President
Steve Shane believes that the con-

struction of Southpoint Park will
bring closure to the Kahn project
by virtue of the pedestrian paths
that would block any construction
at the south tip of the Island.
Vanden Heuvel thought materials
could be barged to the FDR con-
struction site, so I reminded him
that the Hudson and Related Com-
panies had considered this strategy
for the Southtown development
and rejected it because of the fast
currents and tidal nature of the
river surrounding the Island.  Gina
thought that start of the TPL project
now has been moved up to April
2009, primarily because of the
Renwick collapse, and this could
affect the scenario.  In any event,
whatever promises, deadlines,
starting times, and resident expec-
tations may have been considered
in the past, the present and future

Frames $0 and the Child School $0.  RIOC staff met
with RISAR’s officers and representatives of the State
Department of Health and, in response, RISAR re-
vised its request to be only for activities for which it
is presently licensed, submitting a budget request of
$6,500. At this writing, the Board was scheduled to
weigh RIRA’s recommendations and act on them at
Thursday’s meeting.

11. Movie: Changing a well-received event is al-
ways done with some trepidation but, this last Satur-
day, the outdoor movie was moved from Southpoint
to Firefighters’ Field.  By most reports, the crowd was
larger than previously attracted, the weather (unaf-
fected by locale) was perfect, the noise from ambient
sources was a non-issue, and a good time was had by
almost all.  The facilitation of attendance by seniors
and handicapped at a much more accessible spot is
the primary reason for the change, and so far, so good.

12. Blackwell Turnaround: Under the direction
of our Construction Department, the change to the
turnaround island was made to improve pedestrian
safety. The lighting of the American flag will be in-
stalled as soon as the fixture arrives.

With summer’s advent, The WIRE will be on vaca-
tion until its August 2 issue, so there will be no RIOC
Column. RIOC will, however, be in business, and our
website, phone, and e-mail will be available for those
who wish to inquire about some problem or the avail-
ability of some service. Enjoy.

of Southpoint Park are on shifting
sand with nothing, absolutely noth-
ing, certain.

We Islanders got to add our two
cents to the equation through the
RIRA/Main Street WIRE survey
conducted this spring.  Clearly, we
residents are of two minds regard-
ing the Kahn design, although
many respondents, both pro and
con, expressed a desire for a statue
of FDR in his wheelchair, to ac-
knowledge the special population
of Roosevelt Island.  I think that
an appropriate memorial to this
Island’s namesake is decades over-
due, and that a more modest me-
morial might have been funded and
built a generation ago.  But then,
you know my feelings.  What hap-
pens now is entirely in the hands
of people who don’t live here, and
that’s a shame.

RIRA Column from page 2 RIOC Column from page 2

I worry that the problem will only get worse when school is
out and older children will have the opportunity to use the
toddler playground all day, rather than just late in the day.

There are plenty of other playgrounds designed for the
use of older children that they should be using.  There is no
excuse for them to endanger our little ones in their own
toddler playground, as well as damage it by using it in ways
for which it was not designed.

Parents, please teach your children the proper way to act
at the playground, and make sure they are not using the
toddler playground.

Public Safety, please monitor the toddler playground more
often, making sure children are not too old, and have super-
vision to keep it safe and in working order.

RIOC, please note that, in the interest of children of all
ages as well as the RIOC budget, supervised play in age-
appropriate playgrounds should be required.

Holly Hancey, Theresa Chenn, Corinna Kell,
Rachel Theurer, Joanna Rodriguez

The next issue of The WIRE will appear
Saturday, August 2.  Something on your
mind in the meantime?  Blog about it on
Website NYC10044 at blog.nyc10044.com.
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Choose a powerful team for all your real

estate and home financing needs.

Real Estate Information:

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Hunt

Kennedy. All rights reserved.

Joyce Mincheff
Associate Broker

30-year Roosevelt Island Resident

Coldwell Banker Hunt Kennedy

917-517-8572

Robert Shapiro
Private Mortgage Banker

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

212-805-1010

Financing Information:
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division 

of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2006 Wells 

Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.

#43216 12/06-3/07

LIC Bicycles
• Adult & child bicycles
• All accessories
• Rentals
• Repairs

25-11 Queens Plaza North
9-8 Mon-Fri  • 10-7 Sat • 10-3 Sun

718-472-4537

Free P
ickup &

 D
elivery

Happy Birthday America.

Assembly Member Micah Z. Kellner
 DISTRICT OFFICE   WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 

  315 East 65 Street   ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND 
  New York, NY  10065 RIOC conference room, 591 Main Street
  (212) 860-4906 Every Thursday 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM

License #730671

Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service

Est. 1961 CHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TV
Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

Friday, June 27 at 8:13 pm 

Friday, July 4 at 8:12 pm 

Friday, July 11 at 8:10 pm 

Friday, July 18 at 8:06 pm 

Friday, July 25 at 8:00 pm 

Friday, August 1 at 7:53 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-

olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-

had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh. 
 

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the uni-

verse, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and 

commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

duchmansri@gmail.com 

Please visit our website at 

www.rijewish.org 



20 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., June 28, 2008

BASEBALL
The Little League Baseball season ended with incredible championship games and the

wildly popular All-Star game, all generating lots of action, excitement, and fun!
The Minors championship game was one for the record books.   With the Athletics

down by 7 runs in the final inning against the Cubs, they battled back with a 13-run rally to
win the game 19-13, to become the 2008 Roosevelt Island Minor League Champions.
The rally went through the lineup four times, as all A’s batters made solid contact at the
plate.

Trophies were given out to all players after the game.  For the Athletics, additional
trophies went to Sean Christianson for Gold Glove, Jaden Perry for Most Valuable Player,
and Nick Lovelace for Sportsmanship.  For the Cubs, additional trophies were given to
Jordan Chambers for Most Valuable Player, Adrian Fernandez for Sportsmanship, and
Luca Goldmansour and Wilson Wong for Gold Glove for fielding excellence.

The Majors championship, as usual, came down to the wire, with the winning run cross-
ing the plate in the final at bat, winning the game and the 2008 Roosevelt Island Major
League Championship for the Tigers.  With the Athletics leading for most of the game
and the Tigers closing in, the Tigers were down by two runs going into the bottom of the
last inning.  With key hits and stolen bases, they pushed the last run across the plate for the
victory.

Trophies were given out to all players after the game.  For the Athletics, additional
trophies went to Jack Privatello for Gold Glove, Jaemel Carter for Most Valuable Player,
and Cameron Gordon for Sportsmanship Award.  For the Tigers, additional trophies were
given to Brandon Ewing for Most Valuable Player, Billy Cusick for Sportsmanship Award,
and John King and Kevin Wagner for Gold Glove for fielding excellence.  The Cubs held
their trophy ceremony before the game, and gave additional trophies to Drew Clarke for
Most Valuable Player, Liana Penny for Gold Glove, and Jerry Machacek for Sportsman-
ship.

Both leagues played their All-Star games, with the top players from each team playing
an unofficial game to show off their talent and have fun.  The games featured lots of
fantastic action, but the most enjoyable part may not have been during play:  Thanks to the
efforts of coach Brian King, the fields were decorated in red, white, and blue, with baseball
themes and plenty of music.  Brian even called the play-by-play and provided plenty of
laughs.  Russ Cusick sang the national anthem for the majors, while Ed Lucas sang the
anthem for the minors.  Charles DeFino and the Youth Center contributed manpower, hot
dogs, and sodas.

It’s worth noting that, in both leagues, no team was winless and no team was undefeated.
Not only was the talent spread throughout the leagues, but plenty of coaches stepped up so
that all of the kids could benefit from good teaching and become better players throughout
the season – which is really what it’s all about.  The Youth Program would like to thank all
coaches and parents involved, including, but not limited to, the Minors Eli White, Tim
Wong, Peter Alber, Kristen Goldmansour, Johan Marfey, Ray Pabon, Carolyn Christianson,
Jamaal Perry, Chris Enock, Steven Vordenberg, and Steven Hogan.  For the Majors, coaches
included Brian King, Leon Wagner, Paul Sokoloff, Lloyd Woltz, Ed Lucas, David Nisthaus,
John Aimone, Scot Bobo, and Joe Jones. And of course, everyone’s first and favorite coach,
Tee-ball Coach Tommy Howlin.

SOCCER
Fall soccer registration is now open for the 2008 league.  Registration forms are avail-

able at the Youth Center at 506 Main Street, or online at www.RIYouth.com.

Tiger Roy
Mesquitta
slides under
a tag at
second base

The Athletics’ Aiden
Strein nails a runner at
the plate.

The Athletics’
Jack Privatello
scores ahead of
the throw to the
Tigers’ catcher.

Athletics’ catcher Jack
Privatello applies a tag
at the plate.

The Tigers’
Kevin Wagner
takes a cut .

The Athletics
players and
coaches
discuss strategy
between
innings.

Photo coverage
by Allan Peterson
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ISLAND KIDS SUMMER ARTS
AND SPORTS CAMP 2008

July 8-August 29
5-7 year-olds
8-13 year-olds

Tuesday-Friday, 9am-4pm

Sign up by the week:  $165 a week
Sibling discounts available

and

ISLAND KIDS SUMMER MINI-CAMP
FOR CHILDREN AGED 2-4 YEARS

Music, movement, art, table time, outdoor activities, story,
and snack are all part of this fun-filled program.

9 Sessions:  July 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30; August 1, 6, 8
Wednesday sessions 3:15-5:15, Friday sessions 10-12

Fee:  $40 per session, or $330 for all nine.
Sibling discounts available.

Registration is required, as space is limited.

For more information, e-mail Nikki Leopold at
Leopolds5@aol.com or call 212-317-0216.

Registration forms available at www.IslandKids.org.

Opening July 11th!!
Pup’s 1st day of play is on us!

Van pick-up/drop-off!
Island resident-owned.

• All Day Play, Snooze The Night Away®

• Large Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
• Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots
• Live Camper Cams
• Bedtime Campfire Tasty Treats
• Certified Camp Counselors®
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unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for August 2 issue:  Tuesday, July 29
Deadline for August 30 issue:  Tuesday, August 26

AVON AGENTS WANTED – Work
from home.  Call 888-269-2616 or
www.phoneavon.com. thru 10/1

AFFORDABLE APT CONDOS FOR
SALE in NYC area.  Good investment
properties.  Now is the time to buy.  1
bedroom from $110K, 2 bedrooms
$170-200K.  Call 917-293-2436.

SEEKING LONG-TERM SUBLET &
TO BUY on Roosevelt Island.  If you
are moving or relocating, please call
Linda at home 718-268-1479, work
516-683-5683, cell 917-225-0655.
Thank you.

SEEK AMANUENSIS – 212-758-1274
for details.

NEEDLEPOINT CANVASES FOR
SALE – Hundreds.  In many sizes.  All
in excellent condition.  Call for an
appointment to view.  212-758-0845.

PART-TIME OFFICE HELP needed on
Island.  Pays well.  212-593-3512.

SEEKING A VOLUNTEER
THEATRICAL PRODUCER to
organize a staged reading of a play
written by an Island resident.
samagyan@hotmail.com.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days.  212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING
– Prompt service.  212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $95.  Formerly with
Steinway Concert Department.  Good
old pianos for sale.  Ben Treuhaft, 212-
505-3173 / BLT@igc.org.

HAVE A ROOM TO RENT?  Orphans
International (oiww.org) is now
interviewing fall interns, who start in
September and work 2-4 months here.
OI college interns are educated,
motivated, well-traveled, and
independent.  Contact
Linda@oiww.org if you are interested
in learning more.  212-755-7285.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on
the Island.  Any level.  Call
212-829-1406.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND
DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing
registration for dance and theatre
classes.  212-371-4449.  Unique or
period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

TUTORING – English professor
available.  Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis.  646-319-3873.

Corinne Volpe
Sotheby’s International Realty
379 West Broadway, 2nd floor
New York, New York 10012
cell: 917.553.1191
fax: 212.431.2441
office: 212.431.2430

The River View Retreat
Tranquil and serene water
views greet you from every
room in this pristine high floor
1br/bth lux condo. Relax.
Beautiful Bottincino marble
bath features accent tiling and
double vanity.  Spacious open
kitchen w/custom cabinetry,
granite countertops, premium
stainless appliances-dw, w/d.
Rejuvenate.  Sun deck, gym,
bike room, salon.  $627k,
$505cc; No tax until 2025!

Also available:  Gradious 2br
2.5bth w/ soaring ceilings, oak
plank floors & water view dining for
6.  Please call for details.

corinne.volpe@sothebysrealty.com
www.sothebyshomes.com/nyc

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday 6/29, 1-3 pm

And Sunday 7/6, 1-3 pm

455 MAIN STREET, PH-1 G
Luxury Building • 1,346 sq. ft. Penthouse

Direct Water View
2 Bedroom • 2 Full Bath

Oak Floors • Granite Counters
Stainless Steel Appliances

Pets Allowed
24-Hour Doorkeeper • Children’s Playroom

Roof Desk • Party Room • Fitness Club

$1,195,000; Monthly CC $1,046

25-YEAR TAX ABATEMENT

Many other apartments
are available for private viewing.

Hosted by Sunshine RE, LLC
Irina Herman, VP, Associate Broker

For additional information,
Call 718-301-0385 / 917-239-1804

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses
removed.  917-916-5306.  thru 2/22/08

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist – Island
resident Diana Brill.  Gift certificates
available.  212-759-9042.

INVESTOR ALERT – Expecting huge
cash flow from frozen hot water.
Newly patented process heats water,
then freezes it for supermarket sale.
Homemaker defrosts & heats in
desired quantity.  Investment details
free.  Call 212-826-9055.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group.  Call
212-355-3848.

CLEANING SERVICE – Residential
and professional.  Proprietor of 17
years is RI resident.  Bonded &
insured.  Same personnel each visit.
Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

DONATE YOUR USED COMPUTERS
to Orphans International, 540 Main St.
#418.  Call 212-755-7285 for pickup.
Our IT staff will delete and obliterate
your personal data, leaving a clean
“brand-new” computer for our grade
school for 50 orphans in Sri Lanka.
Kids’ educational software also
welcome.  linda@oiww.org.

CAT SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE
– Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/
CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island
references, fully insured.  Free
estimate.  212-751-8214.

DOG SITTER – Will lovingly care for
your pet.  Overnight available.
917-912-0704.

MOVING?  Use WIRE classifieds to
sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on
Roosevelt Island and turn your
discards into dollars.

Luxury...  Lifestyle...  Amenities...  Views...
See my listings at 455 Main...   A Place Like No Other.

OPEN HOUSES Sun 6/29 12-3, Thur 7/3 5-7, Sun 7/6 12-3
What’s Outside Your Window?

OPEN HOUSES Sun 6/29 12-3, Thur 7/3 5-7, Sun 7/6 12-3
What’s Outside Your Window?

OPEN HOUSES Sun 6/29 12-3, Thur 7/3 5-7, Sun 7/6 12-3
What’s Outside Your Window?

Dana Levy 917-912-0704
on the Island

One of
these ads
is bogus.
Which one?
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Alyssa Harrison Siegel, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatricians
501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island

Call for appointment

212-753-5505
Make an appointment now

for your child’s camp physical.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Atlantis Health Plan
• Group rates for sole proprietors
• Affordable – Save up to 30% on comparable plans
• Extensive network – over 34,000

physician locations
• NO referrals needed
• FREE 24/7 Doctor Hotline
• Plans available HMO and POS

Ron Roth, Account Executive
30-year Island resident

39 Broadway, Suite 1240
NYC 10006

917-309-3173  •  212-851-3848
rroth@atlantishp.com

ARE YOUR PARENTS

GETTING FRAILER?
DON�T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time • Save You Money • Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times
212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network

Hammertoes

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

425 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu
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