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Gearing Up Roosevelt Landings tenants gathered around tables to create

Paul Katz photo

a database of their electricity charges on sample bills. The information
helped prompt the state to delay its permission to submeter the building.

United Nations School
Attracts Many From RI

by Gundula Schmidt-Graute

Florence and Laurent Baeriswyl
attend Roosevelt Island’s third
school. Not PS/IS 217 or the Child
School/Legacy High School, but
the third school — at 23rd Street on
the banks of the East River.

They have plenty of company.
Zip code 10044 is the address of
more than 130 of the nearly 1,600
students at UNIS, the United Na-
tions International School. It
draws everyone from
kindergarteners to high school se-
niors. Most are part of New York’s
and Roosevelt Island’s interna-
tional community.

The school was founded in 1947
by a group of parents affiliated
with the U.N. They wanted an in-
ternational education for their chil-
dren — one that enabled the chil-
dren to keep up with their parents’
international lifestyle, which can
take the children around the world,
forcing them to change schools,
friends, and languages several
times before graduation.

The majority of UNIS students
still are children of U.N. employ-
ees or diplomats of the permanent
missions of the 192 member states.
But these days, almost 25% are
New Yorkers whose parents pre-
fer an international environment
over public school or prep school
for their children. UNIS is, in fact,
a kind of a prep school, too: tu-
ition for a high school student is
$22,000 a year. For diplomats and
the U.N. staff, tuition grants are
part of their salaries.

The school’s curriculum in-
cludes math, science, the humani-
ties, languages, and the arts. For
high school students, there’s
United Nations Studies, a course
on the history, structure, and goals
of the United Nations. Some high
school extracurricular activities are
connected with the UN., suchas a
model U.N., the annual UNIS-
U.N.-students’ conference in the
General Assembly Hall, and the
Human Rights committee. But the
ESL program — English as a Sec-
ond Language — is the most impor-
tant feature of the school for stu-
dents whose mother tongue is not
English. Within three semesters of
enrollment, such students usually
advance to native-language level in
English and humanities classes.

For 17-year-old Robert Manukyan,
language was an issue when he ar-
rived from Armenia 11 years ago.
“I spent some time at the local pub-
lic school, but I didn’t speak En-
glish; my first language is Arme-
nian and my second is Russian.
My father works for the U.N., so
he put me into UNIS, where I could
learn English more easily.”

Even for 10-year-old Kieran
Woodsworth, an Anglophone Ca-
nadian, an American school
wouldn’t have been a solution, ex-
plains his mother, Pam: “My hus-
band is affiliated with the U.N.
Kieran and his elder brother, Gra-
ham, were enrolled in the French
school system in Africa before we
came to New York. At UNIS, they

See UNIS, page 6

510-580 Tenants Get Reprieve,
Temporarily, on Submetering

Kellner Wants Permanent Ban,
Plans PSC Thrust and New Law

by Dick Lutz

It took about a week, a remarkably short time for
New York State government to do anything.

With some determined prodding — no, make that
insistent demanding — from Roosevelt Island’s elected

officials, the Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) issued an emer-
gency order last week retreating
from its November decision autho-
rizing electric submetering of
apartments at 510 to 580 Main
Street. The stay, seen as a virtual
stay of execution, produced a col-
lective sigh of relief among tenants

of what used to be called Eastwood; they had received
“shadow bills” predicting an out-of-pocket housing
expense that, for some Section § subsidy recipients,
could be a significant multiple of their current monthly

housing cost.

Assemblymember Micah Kellner, Rep. Carolyn
Maloney, Borough President Scott Stringer, City

Councilmember
Jessica Lappin,
and State Sena-
tor Jose Serrano
reacted quickly
when the
sample bills be-
came available.
For the subsidy
tenants — the
majority by far
in the building
now called
Roosevelt
Landings — the
rent reductions

that were prescribed to compensate for a switch to
submetering were well under the likely cost of power.

Led by the president of the Roosevelt Landings
Residents Association (RLRA), Joyce Mincheff, ten-
ants made the argument that their electric baseboard

Subscribers to The WIRE’s
E-mail Bulletins learned of
the PSC’s action on
February 12, the day the
stay was issued.

To receive future bulletins,
send an AddMe e-mail to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

for everyone.”

Landlord and Tenant Leaders
Far Apart as Claims Conflict

by Dick Lutz

The two sides in the battle over submetering 510-
580 Main Street could not be further apart.

Joyce Mincheff, president of the Roosevelt Land-
ings Residents Association: “This is not an attempt

at energy efficiency. It’s a cure that
the landlord has come up with to
get out from under their huge op-
erating expense.”

Douglas Eisenberg, president of
Urban American: “I think we can
all agree that this is not about cre-
ating a profit center for us. This is
for conserving energy. We think

that if everyone does their part, this is a good thing

Mincheff: “The tenants are the people least able to
make the necessary changes in the building that are

needed. They don’t have control of the insulation or
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it on.

See Kellner, page 2

the appliances, and submetering without addressing
those concerns is simply putting lipstick on a pig.”

Doryne Isley of Urban American:
“We’re not in control of tenant
electrical usage. The only way to
get control of that is to submeter —
to put the responsibility [for con-
servation] directly on the resi-
dents.”

The WIRE interviewed Mincheff
and, separately, Eisenberg and
Isley, on Wednesday. They dis-
agree not only on each other’s mo-
tives but, as might be expected, on
their goals and on their assessment
of the likely outcome of manage-
ment’s move toward submetering.

Mincheff: “I’d like the Public

Service Commission (PSC) to recognize that this
building is not currently in a position where the ten-
ants can take on this burden, or should or could take
They need to put a permanent halt on
submetering until such time as major repairs can be

See Roosevelt Landings, page 9

Eleven Years Later, Still an Enthusiam for Trellis

by Jim Baehler

5:30 a.m. Main Street is dark
and quiet. A lone figure ap-
proaches Trellis, Roosevelt
Island’s oldest restaurant, and un-
locks the door. Kaie Razaghi is
beginning another day of serving
his customers.

In the kitchen area, he confers
with his baker, who has been at
work since midnight. After a few
minutes of conversation about
items to be ordered for prepara-
tion of cakes, pies, and pastries, the
baker leaves. Kaie prepares the
kitchen for the day’s activities.
Grills and ovens are turned on.
Water begins to boil. Oil is heated
in the deep fryer.

Soon, the cook arrives and a few
minutes are spent establishing the
specials that will be added to the
menu that day. In a short while,
the full kitchen staff will be at work
— grillman, broiler man, sauté man,
and sandwich man. They will
work until 4:00 p.m., when a simi-
lar crew will take over until mid-
night. All are cross-trained so that
in an emergency, any one can take
over for any other. At 6:00, the
doors open, the first customers ap-
pear, and another day has begun at
Trellis.

Kaie has been following this rou-
tine for 16 years.

Kaie’s grandfather emigrated
from Greece to Russia in the late
19th century and established a
business empire. During the 1917
revolution, he was murdered by his
servants, who had adopted the Bol-
shevik credo, “Kill all the rich
people.” Kaie’s grandmother and
two children escaped to Iran, and
the family later moved to France.
Kaie and his parents came to
America in 1958, when he was
eleven, and settled in Brooklyn.
Seizing the opportunity provided
by America, Kaie graduated from
Queens College with plans to at-
tend law school. Lack of money
thwarted that ambition, and he be-
gan working in restaurants. With
a partner, he bought a fast-food
restaurant at Seventh Avenue and
40th Street. He improved its ap-
pearance, and made it more effi-
cient and customer-friendly. He
sold it at a profit and bought a
larger restaurant. Kaie repeated
that process until 1998, when he
bought Andy’s Place, as the restau-
rant was then known, from its
owner.

Some History

This first Main Street restaurant
was originally known as the Green
Kitchen, and it came with a check-
ered past. Unbeknownst to most
of its patrons, the owner was con-

ducting a retail drug business to
supplement his income. Eventu-
ally, the drug trade became so vis-
ible that the police moved into ac-
tion. The owner was arrested and
sent to prison to contemplate the
error of his ways. The place was
then acquired by Andy
Mihalopolous, who had once
worked at the Green Kitchen. He
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renamed it for himself. The drug
trade was gone, but Andy’s Place
acquired a different sort of notori-
ety. It became the preferred loca-
tion for Astoria businessmen who
needed a trysting place to entertain
their inamoratas, free from the pry-
ing eyes of friends and neighbors.
Today, most of that clientele has

See Trellis, page 8

Kaie Razaghi looks out from the Trellis kitchen. His attentions start there
but range over the entirety of the eatery’s operation.
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The Editorial Page

Submetering

It’s easy to sympathize with any Roosevelt
Landings resident who now fears that his/her
cost of housing will climb beyond reach.

In their interview with The WIRE Doryne
Isley and Doug Eisenberg of Urban American
made efforts to send reassuring signals. The
full interview is on Website NYC10044 and
they are heavily quoted in this issue’s lead
article. For editorial purposes, however, here’s
a paraphrase:

Nobody should worry. Everybody should
do the responsible thing with their use of elec-
tricity, and all will be well. Tenants’ electric
power add-on to their rent ultimately should
be within “shouting distance” of the amount of
the HUD-DHCR allowance. We're conserving
heat, and therefore electricity, with a $5 mil-
lion window replacement and some other mea-
sures. And now, tenants must do their part.

This position is not likely to reassure a Sec-
tion 8 tenant paying 30% of his/her low income
toward housing costs, when sample bills
project a cost-over-allowance add-on that could
triple the monthly bite to 90% of income, at
least in the hardest months of a cold winter.

To a resident feeling the threat, it matters
little whether tenant leadership is right in as-
sertions that submetering is, as things have
turned out, just a lipstick-effort to shed a ma-

jor cost factor in operating 510-580 Main
Street, or management is right in tagging this
a must-do conservation measure mandated by
the good sense of planetary priorities. To that
resident, this is shelter, the costliest compo-
nent in the food-clothing-shelter triad that tops
everyone’s basic needs.

And spoken reassurances don’t lift the
creeping sense of panic. No wonder, then, that
tenants cheer when Assemblymember Micah
Kellner talks about new law, or the need to find
a combination of causes that will make the
Public Service Commission withdraw forever
their November greenlighting of submetering.

We hope that, while Urban American faces
the threat of restrictive law or a permanent
stay, and while tenants face the possibility of
losing their case, the parties to this emergency
will come together and create some signed-
sealed-and-delivered reassurance that tenants
will not bleed financially or lose their homes if
they make a determined effort to reduce elec-
tric usage. To count, it will have to be a work-
able compromise in writing, in simple lan-
guage, and enforceable without high legal ex-
pense.

Moving in that direction now will save ev-
erybody a serious dose of worry and grief.

DL

Kellner from page 1

[ etters

I am in support of the letter from Name Withheld in the February 7
WIRE, related to the Youth Center situation. The Youth Center is a vital
and necessary program, especially for Roosevelt Island, which is iso-
lated yet offers little to nothing for our underage youth in the form of
regular activities and entertainment. Many children here are unable to
travel unaccompanied to outer areas for bowling, movies, or other at-
tractions of which this Island is devoid, and parents become less avail-
able in a stressful and depressed economy.

The Beacon Program is fine, but is targeted more toward younger
children, who need more structure and supervision. It is also overseen
by Board of Education staff, being located within the PS/IS 217 build-
ing, making rules and regulations restrictive of what the programs can
offer and accomplish. This is not beneficial to the adolescent and teen
group, who need somewhere to socialize with their friends and express
themselves in a less restrictive environment, and sometimes to just have
some plain ol’ fun. Remember, this is really the target group we are
trying to reach, to decrease the numbers loitering on the street and in the
buildings.

The Youth Center could be an oasis for our children, especially those
from less affluent families. It needs the support of this community to
expand and flourish. It has been a mainstay for families on Roosevelt
Island for many years, even offering occasional usage benefits for adults!

The bickering over funding and property is deplorable. Personal and
political issues between the director of the Youth Center and the man-
agement at RIOC have overshadowed availability of space, equipment,
and programs that the young and teen population here so desperately
need. I urge the “powers that be” to recognize their shameful behavior
for what it is, and work together to create a noteworthy, state-of-the-art
Youth Program for the betterment of not only the deserving youngsters,
but the community as a whole. This is the vision that Mr. DeFino, Youth
Center Director, has always projected and worked toward.

I hope the entire community gets behind this. There is power in num-
bers. We are so busy worrying about political issues that our children
are being neglected. Let’s not set ourselves up for a rude awakening.

heating is inefficient, hard or im-
possible to control, and frequently
inadequate to the task of keeping
up with leaks that pass warm air
out of apartments, and cold air in.
Atameeting February 7, Mincheff
urged tenants to display giant-size
“pink slips” in their windows — a
kind of symbolic firing of build-
ing management. Several are vis-
ible from Main Street.

The PSC stay, signed by Com-
mission Chair Garry A. Brown,
said the commission had been un-
aware of the electric heating. “The
Commission was not informed of
the tenants’ concerns regarding the
submetering plan, the fact that
Roosevelt Landings utilized elec-
tric heating, and the other concerns
regarding the poor energy effi-
ciency of the building, prior to its
issuance of the submetering order.
Combined, these concerns could
jeopardize the ability of vulnerable
tenants to maintain housing in the
middle of winter.”

The PSC order continues, “The
petition of rehearing raises con-
cerns regarding a rider to the ten-
ant leases which appears to provide
that elecric bills will be treated as
rent, subjecting tenants to poten-
tial eviction if they fail to pay their
electric bills. In the submetering

order, the Commission notes that
the owner stated in its petition that
in no event will electric service be
terminated for non-payment of
electric charges. However, this lan-
guage and tenant protections in the
submetering order could be vitiated
by the lease rider... The tenant could
still be subjected to eviction.”
Goal: Permanent Ban

The tenants, politicians, and ten-
ant leaders would like to get a per-
manent ban of submetering. The
necessary steps in that direction
involve gathering data on tenants
whose cost of housing would in-
crease substantially, an activity that
will continue today (Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21) in a 2:00 p.m. meeting at
the Good Shepherd Community
Center.

The proposed increase presented
the possibility that some Section 8
tenants could spend all or most of
their income on housing. A tenant
receiving $1,200 in disability or
Social Security benefits who has
no other income would pay 30%
of that amount, or $360, toward
rent, with the federal Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) picking up the bal-
ance under its Section 8 program.
A switch to submetering would
trigger a rent reduction of $100-
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200, depending on apartment size,
for a two-bedroom unit, producing
a base out-of-pocket rent cost of
$160 to $260. But an electric
charge of $700, added to the
tenant’s share of rent, would effec-
tively triple the out-of-pocket cost
of a dwelling unit.

The disruptive effect in the 1,003
apartments, over 700 of which are
occupied by subsidized tenants,
would be considerable.

Assemblymember Micah Z.
Kellner, who took the lead in the
politicians’ drive to get the PSC’s
stay order, told The WIRE this
week that he’s taking a two-front
approach to making the stay effec-
tively permanent: “This has re-
vealed some flaws in the PSC pro-
cess,” he said, citing a lack of op-
portunity for tenants or their rep-
resentatives to file comments.
“We’re looking at outright prohib-
iting some things, and opening up
the process to allow tenants to be
more proactive.

“One bill we’re proposing will
prohibit submetering in electrically
heated buildings. We’re also look-
ing at prohibiting submetering de-
pending on the number of subsi-
dized tenants.” At a minimum,
Kellner said, there will be further
delay on the grounds that tenants
were not informed fully that they
had the ability to comment before
issuance of the PSC order autho-
rizing submetering.

“One way or another,” Kellner
said, “we’re going to stop
submetering in Eastwood [now re-
named Roosevelt Landings].”

Kellner said his ultimate goal “is
to bring [the building] back into
some sort of affordability pro-
gram.” (The building was removed
from the Mitchell-Lama afford-
able-housing program during the
Pataki administration.) “DHCR
has reached out to Urban Ameri-
can about tax forgiveness if they
bring it back into an affordable pro-
gram. But if they continue as they
are, the buildings are going to con-
tinue to deteriorate because they
obviously don’t have the money to
keep them up. There needs to be
an incentive to return to an
affordability program.”

Kellner also voiced an objec-
tion to Urban American’s making
submetered electricity charges
part of tenant rent, which could
lead, he thinks, to actions to evict

Letters deadline for March 7
issue: Tuesday, March 3

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of lo-
cal interest to the community, and to/
from officials. Requests for Name
Withheld publication will be consid-
ered, but the writer’'s name, address,
and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; let-
ters submitted anonymously will not
be published.

Recommended way to submit:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or
submit on a CD left at the desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
If you e-mail, expect a confirming re-
sponse and, if you don’t receive one,
resend and call 212-826-9056 to alert
us that it's been sent. Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; al-
low extra time for typesetting. Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered,
if brief. We are not able to take tele-
phone dictation of letters. All letters
subject to acceptance and editing
for length and clarity. Recom-
mended maximum length, 350 words;
longer letters will be considered if
their content merits the required
space.

Gail Montague

To the Editor:

The Roosevelt Island Chamber
of Commerce would like to express
our sincere gratitude to everyone
for their generous donations for the
holiday lights.

The list is below.

Julia Palermo
Executive Director

RIOC $1,100
RY Management 1,100
Urban American 1,100
Main Street Theatre 275
New York National Bank 275
RIRA 275
Rivercross 275
Trellis 200
Island Cats 100
NY Junior Tennis League 100
China 1 50
Dr. Kathie Grimm 50
M&D Deli 50
Dr. Jack Resnick 50
RI Newsstand 50
RI Cleaners 50
RI Seniors Association 50
RIVAA 50

Senior

Monday
9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
6:00, Yoga

Tuesday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday

9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
10:30, Spanish Class
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals -
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Center

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Friday

9:30, Yoga
10:30, French Class
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events

Taxes for Seniors, Tuesdays
9am-1pm

Carmine’s Family Restaurant,
Sat Feb 21, 1pm (RIDA —
disabled priority)

Stop ‘n’ Shop / Pathmark, Thu
Feb 26, 12:30pm

Black History Month celebra-
tion, Sat Feb 28, 9am-5pm

if tenants refused to pay the
charges for power. In any case,
Kellner sees a contradiction —
that under the law a landlord
must provide heat, but under

submetering the tenant is paying
for the heat. By defining elec-
tric charges as part of rent, Ur-
ban American attempted to de-
tour around the law, says Kellner.



COMING UP

— This Weekend —
East & West Art Exhibition, works of Islander
Toshiko Kitano Groner, today (Sat Feb 21) through
Mar 29, Octagon Gallery.

— Continuing —

New York Junior Tennis League winter program continues every
Saturday through March, 6-9am, Roosevelt Island Racquet Club (just
south of tram). Ages 7-18; graduates of PeeWee programs may attend
at age 6. Free.

Bogdan Borgovan: Emergence continues at Gallery RIVAA, Sat-
Sun 11am-5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm, through Mar 1.

Open Swim Hours, Sat 12-3pm & 4-7pm, Mon-Fri 6-9am, Tue &
Thu 6-9pm, Sportspark. Adults $5, children $3, seniors & infants free.

Knitting for Adults, Tue noon, Library.

Crafts for Children (ages 4-12), Tue 3:30pm, Library.

Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6pm, Library.

Picture Book Hour (age 4 and under), Wed 11am, Library.

Game Night (ages 9-18), Wed Spm, Library.

Book Bingo (ages 5-12), Thu 4:30pm, Library.

— The Coming Week & Weekend —

Teen Advisory Group, Mon Feb 23, 4pm, Library.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Feb 23, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

Insider Tips on Job-Seeking, Tue Feb 24, 7-8pm, Library, with Dr.
Harriet Katz. Free. Session on letters, resumes, and phone calls.

Angelfood ordering for March delivery starts Sat Feb 28, 10am-1pm,
Senior Center. Also on Wed-Fri-Sat from Mar 4 through Mar 14,
10am-1pm, plus Thu Mar 5, 6-8pm. Also, 4 River Rd community room,
Thu Mar 12, 6-9pm. Information 212-731-2547.

Black History Month Celebration, Sat Feb 28, 2-4pm, Manhattan
Park Theater Club, 8 River Road. Live musical performances, arts and
crafts, food, and activities for the kids. Free. (Ad, page 7.)

Three Bearded Bards Guitar Concert with Chris Fuller, Matthew
Katz, and Howie Leifer, Sat Feb 28, 5-7pm, Library. Free. (See page 8.)

— Future Weeks —

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed Mar 4, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue Sat Mar 7. (To receive The WIRE’s
e-mail bulletins between issues, send an A4ddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Advertising Deadlines: Ads in the paper,
Wed Feb 25, decision date on
circulars/inserts, Tue Mar 3; they
are due Thu Mar 5. Additional is-
sues in 2009: Mar 21; Apr 4, 18;
May 2, 16, 30; June 13, 27 (Fouth
of July issue); July 25; Aug 29, Sep
12, 26; Oct 10, 24; Nov 7, 21; Dec
12. 2010: Firstissue Jan 16; there-
after, every two weeks. News phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters,
917-617-0449. Advertising, display and classified: 917-587-3278.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 9, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

Women’s History Month celebration, Sun Mar 15, 2pm, Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St. Film & lecture series on four women who shaped
cities and nations. Free. Refreshments, First of four events.

Book Discussion — The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle, Thu Mar
19, 6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch. Books
available at the branch here.

Women’s History Month celebration, Sat Mar 21, 2pm, Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St. Film & lecture series on four women who shaped
cities and nations. Free. Refreshments, Second of four events.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 23, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu Mar 26, 9:30am, Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.

Women’s History Month celebration, Sat Mar 28, 2pm, Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St. Film & lecture series on four women who shaped
cities and nations. Free. Refreshments, Third of four events.

Women’s History Month celebration, Sun Mar 29, 2pm, Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St. Film & lecture series on four women who shaped
cities and nations. Free. Refreshments, Last of four events.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed Apr 1, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Apr 13, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

Book Discussion — The Road by Cormac McCarthy, Thu Apr 16,
6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch. Books
available at the branch here.

Free mammograms, Sat Apr 18, 8am-5pm, in the mobile unit parked
on Main Street at Good Shepherd Plaza, sponsored by RIOC and the
American Italian Cancer Foundation.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Apr 27, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed May 6, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon May 11, 8pm. Visitors
welcome. Information: 212-751-9577.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu May 14, 4:30pm, Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center. Town-hall meeting, at end of formal session, for resi-
dent comments and questions.

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave information at the lobby desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to

The WIRE. Please include a phone
number for possible follow-up.

1. Temporary relief for Roosevelt Landings
(Eastwood) residents on submetering. Two weeks
ago, Roosevelt Landings residents filled the RIRA
Common Council meeting and asked RIRA to take
action. I thank Assemblymember Kellner and his staff,
RIRA Housing Committee Co-Chairs Lynne Strong-
Shinozaki and Joyce Mincheff, Roosevelt Landings
(RL), Residents Association Chair Joyce Mincheff,
and fellow RL Common Councilers Helen Chirivas
and Russell Fields. On Friday, February 6, Lynne
and I visited Urban American offices to deliver a clear

message: (1) the

1ssue isn’t

submetering per se, Th e
RIRA
Column

but raising housing
costs; (2) a typical
two-bedroom
apartment uses ap-
proximately $500
in energy costs, yet
the subsidy is only
$100-$200, which
makes this, effectively, an increase in housing costs;
(3) Rand Engineering did a study at Island House
(similar construction as RL) and estimated only 10%
energy reduction for submetering, (4) heaters need to
have thermostats (who would manually adjust your
heat for energy efficiency while you sleep?); and, most
importantly, (5) the residents of Roosevelt Island, not
just RL, will not stand for these unconscionable in-
creases. Hopefully, the temporary stay ordered by
the Public Service Commission will evolve into a per-
manent solution.

2. RIOC Budget Analysis Committee. The com-
mittee includes Matthew Katz (former RIRA presi-
dent), Steve Marcus (former RIRA president), Geof
Kerr (RIRA auditor), Margie Smith (chair of RIRA
Government Relations committee) and is co-chaired
by Russell Fields (RIRA treasurer) and me. As a re-
minder, RIOC doesn’t want to do financial planning
for more than five years, their spending is large ($72
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million in capital improvements over the next five
years), and their cash balance will be low (in relative
terms) for supporting the maintenance of the Island
through 2068 — we might run out of money in 10 to
20 years. We have met twice with RIOC. We have
not yet received the financial information we re-
quested, such as Excel spreadsheets (to explore the
basis for decision-making), database dump, and other
supporting documents. [’ve attached e-mail corre-
spondence. RIOC President Steve Shane says: (1)
RIOC expects to spend about $5-8 million annually
on capital improve-
ments: (2) Island
maintenance aver-
ages about $3-4
million a year and
there is no need for
more details be-
cause we can’t pre-
dict when a piece of
infrastructure will
break; and (3) if
there is some ex-
traordinary
confluence  of
maintenance costs,
we’ll ask the city
and state for finan-
cial help. Honestly,
that’s not a finan-
cial plan —that’s
flying by the seat of
your pants and wishful thinking for city and state fund-
ing. It is clear that we won’t have the $72 million to
spend next time it is needed in the next 10, 15, or 25
years. Itis possible to plan better, but RIOC chooses
not to. (RIOC Board member Michael Shinozaki
agrees.) If you look at all the financial disasters in
our present economy and their causes, such as Opti-
mistic Planning for Sunny Days and Short-Range

See RIRA Column, page 10

Frank Farance, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: rira-president@rira-council.org

February 18, 2009

1. Board of Directors: Regular meeting February
19. Draft budget for fiscal year 2009-10 was pre-
sented at the January meeting. The draft has been
posted on the RIOC website for everyone’s review.
Some changes will be reported at the Board meeting
to reflect current events, both pluses and minuses, such
as the time effect of delay in completion of Southtown
buildings 5 and 6 (now anticipated in late April and
May), potential savings in expenses for insurance and
fuel, etc. Nothing major. After discussion and such
modifications as may be suggested and adopted, the
final budget should be ready for adoption at the March
board meeting. We met with RIRA to discuss assump-
tions and projections. Basically, future operating in-

come and expenses will be roughly equal. Major
budget events revolve around the completion of build-
ings 7, 8, and 9 in Southtown. Not only are the pro-
spective development fees significant, but the future
ground rent and other

fees are the basis for a

projection of an oper- Th e

ating surplus from

which future capital

needs beyond the RIO C

capital assets now

foreseeable can be

met from RIOC’s re- COI u m n
sources, rather than

relying on the usual political sources of state or city
appropriation (see tram or city support for parks, li-
brary, etc.). The business cycle of real-estate values
in New York will determine when and if the develop-
ment proceeds, as may be seen from the impact the
present decline is having on buildings 5 and 6. Agenda
will include approval and ratification of several items,
including bids for Sportspark facade, improvements
of Public Safety (PSD) headquarters, etc. The matter
of the Octagon Field resurfacing has been withdrawn
until the city standard for artificial surfaces is settled.

2. Southpoint:

(A) Renwick Ruin: Work continues with a
completion date projected for early spring.

(B) Green Rooms/Wild Gardens: A request for
proposals has been published for the work, to be ac-
complished in phases. Preliminary site work will get
started in April with rough grading, paths, and stone
walls. Phase 2 will be the finish grading and capping
of'the site, utilities, fencing, and planting. To be noted
are the large number of contractors who attended the
bidders meeting.

(C) FDR Memorial: FERI plans to make a pre-
sentation to the Board at this week’s meeting as to its
phasing plan and the logic for it. A copy of the mate-
rials is posted on the RIOC web site. The Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute is working on engi-
neering and permitting with the state Department of
Environmental Conservation, the Army Corps of En-
gineers, the Coast Guard, etc.
3. Tram: Work is under way on design and fabri-
cation. We have had meetings coordinated by the

mayor’s office with various NYC departments. On
schedule for July 6 shutdown and December reopen-
ing. The $15 million state appropriation has been
deposited in RIOC’s account. Based on most recent
NYC DOT requests, the substitute red bus service dur-
ing non rush hours will likely stop on the west side of
Second Avenue between 58th and 59th Streets, to loop
back on 58th Street either directly or via 57th Street.

4. Projects almost completed include the bus
transportation yard, AVAC-caused street repair, and
the roof of 504 Main. Other projects in the design
and bidding pipeline include upgrading of the light-
ing at Motorgate, the exterior of the AVAC building,
replacement chambers for AVAC, and improvements
to PSD. Interestingly, there were 19 bidders on the
PSD project, when usually there would be fewer than
five. Work is slowing for contractors. With spring’s
return, we can tackle the outdoor projects.

5. Red Bus: Waiting for the GPS shakedown pe-
riod to be finished so a decision can be made for the
bus routes other than the Octagon Express.

6. Public Purpose Fund: As part of the budgeting
cycle, RIOC has received applications from several
entities applying for public purpose funding. As last
year, there is $100,000 in the proposed budget for
Island activities, plus the direct contribution to the
Youth Center. We reviewed for completeness and
forwarded to the Residents Association. RIOC con-
ducted an audit
(both financial and
functional) on the
recipients of last
year’s awards, to
be presented to
both the Board and
RIRA’s review
committee. The
RIRA recommen-
dations should be
back to be acted
upon by the Board
at the March meet-
ing before the April
start of fiscal year
2009-10.

7. Sportspark
Swimming: In re-
sponse to requests,
we are planning to
extend the weekday
morning adult hours to 10:00 a.m. to accommodate those
with child care responsibility. Watch for an announce-
ment on RIOC’s website as soon as lifeguards can be
arranged. We hope for ever greater participation.

8. New York National Bank: RIOC has received
anotice from NYNB that it intends to close its branch
at 615 Main Street on June 6, saying that the business
does not justify maintaining its operation. Too bad.
Banking is a very useful amenity. I hope another in-
stitution will find this event to be an opportunity.
RIOC will do what it can to promote the possibility.

i

i 200
Steve Shane, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com
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Fus East

japanese bistro

From 3pm to 5pm
All Sushi & Sashimi A La Carte $1.25 Per Piece
All Sushi Rolls / Hard Rolls $2.50 Per Roll

455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm
212-583-1688

Free delivery ($10 minimum)
Major credit cards accepted ($15 minimum)
Catering and parties welcome

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

e o e Family Special » ¢ ¢

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
and 2-liter Pepsi — $16.50

Established 1971

Cheese Pie: Large $13.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra
Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza — Ham, pineapple, & cheese
$16.75

Pineapple & cheese $16.00
Buy 2 pies, — FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm —
Get 2ter 718-278-5262
epsi 30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM
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"Cathedral School

As one parent summarizes It,

“The Cathedral School is the
best kept secret in Manhattan”

Grades Nursery — Eighth
Full and Half days available for Nursery and Pre-K

* A warm, intimarte and academically
challenging environment
* Greart student-teacher ratio of 10/1
* International student body

* Placement in the city’s best high schools

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, March 12, 6:15 p.m.
Please RSVP: 212.249.2840

For more information, plcase contact the
school office at 212.249.2840 or e-mail
aefter@cathedralschoolny.org
319 East 74th Street, New York, NY 10021 .

JUST BULBS

3
-‘

) 4

The Light Bulb Store.

220) East 60th Street

( Bet. 2 Ave & 3 Ave )
New York, New York 10022
I Tel (212) 888-5707 Fax (212) 888-5704 @™
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Your Island Dog Professionals

on Roosevelt Island Since 2006

We're there when you need us — Seven Days a Week!
Excellent References
Will perform related chores while on assignment
CENTRAL BARK EAST-WEST
DOG SERVICES OF NY

RICHARD SLOCUM, PRES.
Rose Slocum, VP Operations

2835 West 19 Street 1-F
Coney Island (Bklyn)

NY 11224
646-932-5795

NycPoet6811@aol.com
"Serving the Roosevelt Island Community"

E-mail us for our “Informational”

$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Ask foryour special Rl resident’s discount card
bout your return tripfror_rj he airport

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes ean be altered to
vour liking. Catering for all occasions.

—
~

MR
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—

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight A

FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) &=
609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F1]
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It’s the Stupid

Economy

No question about it... These are
difficult times for many of us.
Dreams more elusive, plans harder to

WE OFFER DOUBLES MATCHPLAY - |
& COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET DINNER

make. That’s why we’re rock-solid PLAyERs 3.0 & ABOVE ARE WELCOME.

reasonable at Trellis, always ready to
serve. Make us part of your dining
plans soon. We’re here for you.

See you at Trellis...
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

To SIGN uP

OR

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT

JASON SPEIRS AT
JSPEIRS@RIRCTENNIS.COM OR
(212) 935-0250, *856

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Our Services
Grooming
Day care

Dog and Cat Food

Wellness
Avoderm
Merrick

Matural Balance
Solid Gold
Innova
California Natural
Newmans Own
Abacdy
TimberWolf
Evanger's

Tax
Preparation

Old Mother Hubbard on Roosevelt ISland
Get 10% off before March 1*

Cltyd Dog Lounge

49-02 Vernon Blve.Long Island City ny 11101 71 8 707 3027
www.citydogandlounge.com

e Fast Service & Reasonable Fees

~ ESTABLISHED 2007 — e Free E-Filmg “In
e Refund Anticipation Loans ,ge ¥ f' ’ e
l‘ !¥r e A new service on Roosevelt Island that
allows you to Drop-Off & Pick-Up
your tax return at your door station

-: = - RELIABLE < Office Hours: Open All Week
/ —\ f/ ’i\\ﬁ J \\1 ’% . \:‘-——"_//”/ Meonday-Friday 10:00am-7:00pm
,/ i ’ \ 5. (10\‘ ENIENT % L NS — Saturday-Sunday 11:00am-3:00pm
f ?'; TATE T \g\\ ACCOUNTABLE FINANCIAL. MANAGEMENT CORP.
mmmumrm||:mmmummwmI"'”' e 599 MAIN STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10044
212-644-8231 www.accountfin.com

45-44 Vernon Blvd. Long Island City, NY 11101 718-433-1334

www.cityvelnye.com

Your Friendly Neighborhood Tax Preparer & Financial Planning Office
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Open House

Young Children. Financial Aid available.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND Day NURSsER,

Tuesday, March 3 and Wednesday, March 4 from 9:00 — 10:00 AM

Please come meet the directors and parents, and see our classtrooms in action.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is located at 4 River Road. For more information ot to schedule an alternate time to
visit, call (212) 593-0750. Member of ERB and ISAAGNY. Accredited by the National Association for the Education of

UNIS from page 1

had a smooth adjustment to the American system.” And René Erdin from Switzerland
adds: “Our children, Florence and Laurent, 10 and 13 years old, are bilingual French and
German. In Brussels, they attended the German School, but here we were looking for a
more international environment — not merely German, French, or American.”

Zara Hamayan and her younger brother, Hassan, attend PS/IS 217, but their eldest sib-
ling, Faisaan, goes to UNIS. “There is no high school on the Island and, of course, UNIS
provides high quality,” explains Naveed Hamayan, a Pakistani officer who works for the
U.N. Peacekeeping Department. Tuition
grants don’t always cover 100%, so the fam-
ily opted for the public school for the
younger children.

Most students use a school bus that stops
at River Road, Main Street, and The Octa-
gon. Their parents pay $2,400 per school
year for the round trip. Some children, like
Kieran, like the ride: “The school bus takes
about 50 minutes or, when there is a traffic-
jam, about an hour. I don’t mind it, though.
I play video games. It could even take
longer.”

His classmate, Florence, doesn’t like the
noise in the bus, but things are getting better
for her: “My classmate, Paula, has moved
to the Island. Now the bus is OK.” High

il s school students often use the bus only in the
Kieran and Pam Woodsworth morning because of their individual after-
school activities, like Robert: “I use public transportation in the afternoon after soccer
training. When the tram will be closed, my
father might be driving me or I might drive
by myself. I don’t want to use the packed
subway.”

While the decision for schooling at UNIS
is one thing, what about the decision to live
on Roosevelt Island? Pam Woodsworth re-
calls, “Roosevelt Island was recommended
to us by several people as a good place to
live with three boys and a dog. The only
inconvenience is that our dog Nelly, a big
brown Chesapeake, can’t use public trans-
portation.” René Erdin says, “First, our bro-
ker recommended apartments on the Upper
East Side, when he learned that the children
are enrolled at UNIS and my wife works for
the Permanent Mission of Switzerland at the
U.N. But then, he advised us to have a look
at Roosevelt Island.” At first, René and his
wife, Pascale, were not really thrilled by the
idea. “When you look at Google Earth for a
first idea, the view on Main Street is really ugly and this is not a place for shopping or
going out.” But they decided in favor of the Island’s open space, safety, and limited traffic
— and now they agree with their daughter, Florence: I like it here, there is much more
green space than elsewhere in Manhattan.” Even for 11th-grader Robert, this is a consid-
eration: “I’m asoccer player. It’s great. My
friends and I just go downstairs and we find
several soccer fields.”

Many of the UNIS students have friends
on the Island. Robert plays soccer with his
schoolmates here, and in Manhattan at a
competitive club. Ambitious, he prefers the
club to the recreational soccer program here.
Florence and Kieran, who both live in The
Octagon, have made friends with some
neighbors. “I used to hang around and go
skateboarding with two boys who don’t go
to UNIS,” declares Kieran. And Florence
meets with two girls she knows from one of
the parties organized by the building to help
people socialize.

Florence, Kieran, and their schoolmates
enjoy the Roosevelt Island lifestyle and take
advantage of the international school. Even
though UNIS is 40 blocks away, you can see
it from the tram or from Southpoint: It’s the
flat building with the white bubble (one of

Florence and Rene

Artwork By
Toshiko Kitano Groner

Photography By
Akira Ruiz

Octagon Gallery

888 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY

February 21st to March 29th
2009

Information, Contact

(917) 328-4602

The Island on the Web

Compiled by Rick O’Conor
rooseveltislander.blogspot.com

Roosevelt Islander — Master Leaseholder For Main Street Stores — tinyurl.com/cpuk9c
Roosevelt Island 360 — Touring Roosevelt Island 75 Years Ago — tinyurl.com/ch9xa2
NY Times — Freeze on Eastwood Submetering — tinyurl.com/dcgwap

Gothamist — Comments on Submetering 510-580 Main Street — tinyurl.com/dd77kg
Public Utility Law Project — Freeze on Eastwood Submetering — tinyurl.com/bmg9sc
Micah Kellner — Opposition to Eastwood Submetering — tinyurl.com/amb21t2

Denver Post — Profile: Tram Contractor Poma-Leitner — tinyurl.com/bnw96r
Ropeways — Tram Cable Contract Goes to Fatzer — tinyurl.com/d2Imnr

Epoch Times — Life on Roosevelt Island — tinyurl.com/bmgybf

David Kramer Toothless Alcoholic — Motorgate Sculpture — tinyurl.com/bd9sey
Healthy Soez — Marriage Proposal on Tram — tinyurl.com/dzjgax

Linda Edkins Wyatt — Roosevelt Island Tram Quilt — tinyurl.com/dcadlg

You Tube — Dancing on Roosevelt Island — tinyurl.com/cwyrme

You Tube — Lunch at Gristedes — tinyurl.com/c275a8

Website NYC10044 — Back issues of The Main Street WIRE — nyc10044.com

RIOC — Construction Phasing of Proposed FDR Memorial — tinyurl.com/cooazk
Roosevelt Islander — FDR Memorial Insult to Disabled Community - tinyurl.com/bpkavb
Four Freedoms Park — Buy A Tree — tinyurl.com/c4uzyb

Roosevelt Island 360 — NY National Bank Branch May Close — tinyurl.com/cptk

the school’s gyms) on the roof, between the towers of the Waterside Apartments and the
Manhattan Marina and Midtown Skyports.

And the reverse perspective is possible, too: The high school students’ lounge and the
school’s library have large windows on the East River. The students have a beautiful
view of the Queensboro Bridge and the southern end of the Island that they call home.
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Saturda Fcbruary 28th at 2Zpm
e Manhattan Fark Thcatcr Club

( 8 RIVCF Road )
Featuring: PHI BETA SIGMA Army Step Team
Singer Barbara Ray Francis
Comedian Chuck Jakota
Traditional African Storyteller
Arts and Crafts, Live Music, Food by Julie Palermo,
Activities for the kids -
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Island House
Gets 15% Hike

Island House tenants will be pay-
ing more rent starting in March.
The state Division of Housing and
Community Renewal (DHCR) au-
thorized a 14.65% increase start-
ing March 15, good for two years
unless the owner identifies circum-
stances that merit an application for
a further increase.

This is the building’s first in-
crease in four years, averaging
$371 per room per month. In a
memo to residents, the Island
House Tenants Association said it
hopes that, within the coming two-
year period, it can finalize an own-
ership plan.

Trellis from page 1

moved on to the new or refurbished
restaurants along Vernon Boule-
vard in Long Island City.

Kaie retained many of the pre-
vious employees but, early on,
found that he had a number of “si-
lent partners” — servers who pro-
vided their friends with free meals;
they were not kept on. And he
found that, for the others, consid-
erable retraining was necessary to
ensure that all the servers were im-
bued with his concept of complete
customer service and satisfaction.

Staffing

As with all restaurants, Kaie’s
biggest problem is finding compe-
tent help. New employees must
have previous experience and the
proper attitude in serving custom-
ers. The staffing situation is made
more difficult by the fact that it is
hard to get prospective employees
to come to the Island from other
parts of the city. Nevertheless,
long-time customers of Trellis
know that turnover is remarkably
low compared with most other res-
taurants. Kaie attributes this to the
respect with which he treats his
employees and to the congenial
patrons who frequent Trellis. The
longest-serving employee is the
ever-smiling Ali, who has been
there since 1985 and has yet to lose
his enthusiasm for his job.

Kaie likes the atmosphere on the
Island. Trellis is not a rush busi-
ness with an emphasis on table
turnover. Instead, patrons can take
their time. Kaie can get to know
them and establish friendships.

The menu at Trellis is entirely
Kaie’s creation. He originally pre-
pared each dish personally, then
taught the kitchen staff how to
make each one to his exacting stan-
dards. His business philosophy is
simple: “I will serve my custom-
ers only what [ would want to eat
myself.” Toward that end, Kaie is
very particular about every aspect
of food preparation. For example,
unlike virtually every other restau-
rant in the city, at the Trellis all
vegetables are carefully washed
before they are cooked. “The cus-
tomer may not notice the differ-
ence, but I would.” For that rea-

Kaie Razaghi does it all at Trellis.

Folksong Saturday Next Weekend

Matthew Katz, Chris
Fuller, and Howie Leifer will strum and sing next Saturday (February 28)
at the Island branch of the New York Public Library. Katz traces his folk-
music roots to the day he played castanets at camp to accompany the
live-and-in-person Pete Seeger. Fuller, who says he writes “a song a
week,” has an album called Sangamon available at CDBaby.com (and via

Guitar Guys It's not a beard-growing contest.

iTunes). Leifer, best known as a puppeteer, plays ukulele, guitar,
harmonica, and concertina. Their concert, at 5:00 p.m., is free.

New York National Bank Leaving

Saying “the current level of deposits does not support its continua-
tion,” New York National Bank has announced to its depositors that it
will leave Roosevelt Island at the close of business June 5, 2009. Ac-
counts will be transferred to the bank’s East Harlem branch at 2256
Second Avenue (at 116th Street), where the bank promises “the same
great banking products and personal service you have come to expect...”

Comments on the “proposed closing,” described as “an unavoidable
business decision,” can be sent to the Director for District Licensing of
the Office of the Comptroller for the Currency, 340 Madison Avenue,
5th floor, NYC10017.

NYNB came to Roosevelt Island in 2001 after Chase announced in
2000 that it would close the branch it had acquired here at the time it

Amelia Fontes

Amelia Fontes Long, a longtime resident on Roosevelt Island, died
on February 7. She was 75 and lived in Eastwood (now Roosevelt Land-
ings).

Known as Amelia Fontes, she was a tireless activist for a wide range
of causes and interests, from helping Eastwood residents faced with
housing inequities to participating in cultural events of the Cape Verde
Islands where her parents were born. Fontes was not the driven, hard-
nosed activist of stereotype, but
rather a gently determined person
whose interest in the arts, religion,
and nature led her to action.

The shows by local artists that
she presented in the Rivercross
storefront windows over the years,
for instance, were described in ac-
companying signage as having
been produced by her Mother Earth
Committee. It might take a village
to raise a child, but Fontes also be-
lieved that it took villagers to raise
that town.

She grew up in New Bedford,
Mass., attending Queens College
and the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn
before graduating from Kent State
University in Ohio. She worked in
graphic arts in the fields of adver-
tising and design in the 1960’s and
70’s, during which time she was
active in the feminist movement and became acquainted with icons like
Flo Kennedy, the vivid feminist lawyer.

Fontes moved to Roosevelt Island in the late 1970’s and raised a fam-
ily here with her husband Bill, from whom she was later divorced. She
worked with the Eastwood Building Committee for many years, serv-
ing as its vice president and president. She also worked for the St. Frances
Cabrini Catholic Church.

In addition to Bill Long, Fontes is survived by her sons Stephen, Niguel,
and Kwasi; her grandchildren Bianca, Helena Marie, and Loule, and
siblings Elvira Fontes Motley, Isadore J. Fontes, Madelyn Fontes Strain,
Edith Fontes Garrett, and Peter C. Fontes.

“The head of the Roosevelt Island Koran Society spoke at her wake
and told how, although not a Muslim, she was a student of all things
spiritual and came to all their meetings,” Gilda Hannah, a longtime Is-
land friend, recalled. “She was a spiritual seeker — searching for en-
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merged with Manufacturers Hanover.
Montauk Credit Union left the Island in 2004, also saying it had failed
to achieve a level of deposits adequate to sustain its branch.

son, Kaie has refused to join the
trend toward extensive use of mi-
crowave ovens. One of the little
secrets in the food service business
is ‘portion-controlled’ entrees that
arrive pre-cooked and frozen.
That’s no secret to those in the
business who read The National
Provisioner, where a May, 2006
article lists reasons why it makes
economic sense. It’s essentially
airline food, simply reheated in
plastic bags. Though it’s quick and
efficient, and it may be what air-
lines serve in first class, it’s still
airline food. Kaie will have none
of that. His kitchen has one small
microwave, used only when some-
one wants steamed milk or extra
hot soup.
Variety

The menu at Trellis has 145 se-
lections for lunch and 135 for din-
ner. In addition, it lists extensive
sandwich and salad items that can
be ordered at any time, as can
breakfast. The choices are eclec-
tic, with Greek, American, and Ital-
ian dishes predominating, and in-
clude pastas, seafood, veal, beef,
and chicken.

Yet, the kitchen measures only
13 by 40 feet — and that includes
the dishwashing area. At busy
times, it is a scene of organized
chaos, as the kitchen help move
swiftly and sometimes frantically
about the narrow space. Itis adiz-
zying orchestration of men and
materials, performed with speed
and efficiency. Food is stored in
the basement, where three walk-in
refrigerators, one walk-in freezer,
and three chest freezers back up the
smaller freezer and coolers in the
kitchen itself.

For Kaie and his patrons, there
is a cloud on the horizon — the in-
creased cost of doing business. His
electric costs have risen in the last
few years from $3,000 to $6,000
per month. Labor costs continue to
rise. In addition, a recent lease re-
newal involved an increase in rent.

Then there are smaller expenses,
significant when taken together.
Kaie needs to order flatware almost
every week because of losses when
customers take some home or
when some is accidentally thrown
out. Salt shakers must be replaced
regularly; patients at the two hos-

Shorthanded one day this week, he schmoozed with customers at the counter, took phone orders, and even moved stock from a high shelf.

lightenment in all venues.”

pitals are on restricted sodium di-
ets and many help themselves to
the salt shakers on their tables to
make their hospital meals more
palatable. And, when pressed,
Kaie will produce hundreds and
hundreds of unpaid meal checks.
Some patrons simply walk out
without paying. Others order a
meal and, at the end, announce they
have no money and promise to pay
later; some do, most don’t. A num-
ber will continue to avoid payment,
and Kaie finds it difficult to refuse
them service. “They’re neigh-
bors,” he says, by way of explana-
tion. He has had to make an ex-
ception for one gentleman who has
run up a bill of more than $400,
and has difficulty understanding
why he cannot continue to receive
service. As an added burden, Kaie
reports that in the last year, his cost
of goods has increased by 50%.
Renovation
Although his costs have in-
creased and his revenue has de-
creased because of the downturn
in the economy, Kaie is moving

r e n
-y

ahead with plans to renovate — a
requirement of his new lease. The
bar will be relocated and separated
from the dining area. All the
booths and tables will be replaced,
and a new floor will be installed.
The lighting will be redone to pro-
duce a more subdued atmosphere
in the evening.

An innovative feature will be a
Greek bakery with window access
from the outside, so that buyers can
make selections without having to
come into the restaurant. Kaie is
convinced that Greek pastries with
their variety of tastes and colors
will be enthusiastically received by
Island residents.

Kaie’s objective is to win new
customers by providing an attrac-
tive Island alternative to Manhat-
tan dining. He is sure that, once a
patron samples the quality of his
food, that person will become a
regular. With renovation, Kaie ex-
pects to retain his current clientele
and to attract a new customer base
from those seeking an enjoyable din-
ing experience on Roosevelt Island.
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Longtime Island resident will feed
and lovingly care for your cat
while you are away, making sure
your pet is safe and happy at
home. (Also will help with mail,
plants, etc.) Top references.

CAT

Roosevelt Landings from page 1

done on the building that would
enable submetering to become a
true conservation measure.”

Isley: “There are other build-
ings, similar to ours, that have simi-
lar heating elements, that also re-
ceive subsidy allowances. They
have no problem. I see no reason
why our building cannot reach the
same stage.”

As things stand, the next official
move will be a further ruling by the
state Public Service Commission
(PSC). It could reaffirm its origi-
nal November order approving Ur-
ban American’s submetering plan.
Or it could make permanent its stay
that temporarily halts the move-
ment toward passing on the cost of
submetered electrical consumption
to tenants.

Eisenberg and Isley clearly feel
they have the tides of history on
their side — the pressing need to
reduce energy consumption and
the resulting pollution. Mincheff
and other residents clearly feel they
have on their side the simple in-
ability of most Eastwood residents
to take on a significant increase in
their housing outlay.

Finances

As to management’s motives,
Mincheff believes Roosevelt Land-
ings is not financially viable, and
that submetering is an effort to
make the numbers work in a long-
term business plan for Urban
American.

Mincheff: “The building, after
it came out of Mitchell-Lama in
2005, was sold not just once but
twice in a year and a half. It was
sold initially for $300 million and
then again for close to a billion. At
a time when property values might
have risen 15% to 18%, our value
magically appreciated 300%. So
the problem is that the building is
over-leveraged. What we see is a
situation of predatory equity,
which means that they can’t possi-
bly be paying their debt service,
their operating expenses, and cer-
tainly not the renovations that were
called for and discussed with the
state Division of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (DHCR) at the
time of the dissolution [exit from
Mitchell-Lama]. Their way to fi-
nancial health is to dump what we
believe to be 65% of their operat-
ing expense — the electricity — on
tenants.” The tenant organization
has asked for Urban American’s
“financials” — the income/expense
numbers for the building.

Urban American, as a private
company, has refused to provide
the financials, and claims there is
no over-leveraged financial prob-
lem. Eisenberg: “To the question
of whether the building is finan-
cially viable, it’s financially viable
now, and it’s financially viable if
we submeter. We’ve done nothing
since we bought this property but

invest in it.”
Political Forces

Urban American faces not just a
building with many tenants afraid of
a bump in their housing outlay, but
politicians who side with residents.

“My ultimate goal,” says
Assemblymember Micah Kellner,
is to bring Eastwood back into
some sort of affordability program.
DHCR has reached out to Urban
American about tax forgiveness if
they bring it back into an afford-
able program. Ifthey continue this,
no matter whether they can charge
for electricity or not, the buildings
are going to continue to deteriorate
because they obviously don’t have
the money to keep them up. There
needs to be an incentive to bring
these buildings back into an
affordability program, either under
Urban American or so that Urban
American can recoup a part of its
investment.” But, says Kellner,
“one way or another, we’re going
to stop submetering in Eastwood.”

City Councilmember Jessica
Lappin agrees: “This [stay] was
exactly the right decision for the
Public Service Commission to
make. The bills the Eastwood ten-
ants received were outrageous,
unreasonable, and unfair. This stay
is a great initial victory. But we can-
not stop now. I will be continuing to
work with the other elected officials
for the Island to ensure that this tem-
porary stay becomes permanent.”

Eisenberg and Isley believe, on
the other hand, that the PSC will
lift its stay. Isley sees the
Roosevelt Landings situation as
parallel to that of 4 River Road,
where tenants pay for their elec-
tricity under a submetering pro-
gram. She feels the PSC will treat
510-580 Main Street as function-
ally identical to 4 River Road.

Speaking of tenant concerns,
Eisenberg says, “The data clearly
shows that the average use in stu-
dios and ones and twos was within
shouting distance of the DHCR
[rent-reduction allowance for
submetering], and that a lot of resi-
dents are below the utility allow-
ance, and some are above. But
these [initial] shadow bills reflect
periods of time when residents
were not responsible for the pay-
ment of those bills. Their habits
and behavior were the same that
they have been since they moved
into the property, when the owner
was paying the bills.” Isley adds,
“We’re not the first development
where residents have experienced
high bills on the first go-around of
sample bills. It’s a learning pro-
cess. But what I have learned in
talking to other managers is that,
eventually, everyone comes in line.
Eventually, very few exceed their
allowance.”

That assessment doesn’t wash
with Mincheff. “This is a building
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that has electric costs that, for
many, exceed 300% of the rent re-
duction allocation. We don’t be-
lieve that the gap can be closed
sufficiently by tenants simply be-
ing more conscientious. We be-
lieve that many of our tenants are
conscientious already.” And
Mincheff sees a danger: “We also
believe that many folks are using
their gas stoves for heat and
candles for light, and that puts ev-
ery tenant at risk. We believe that,
in trying to become solvent, the
landlord is putting tenants in great
danger — danger of losing their
homes, even if it’s a non-eviction
plan, danger of losing their credit
[if they fail to pay the electric por-
tion of their rent bills under
submetering], and perhaps even dan-
ger of losing their lives in a fire.”

Mincheff also argues that Urban
American is trying to have it both
ways — claiming privacy for a pri-
vate company when asked to re-
veal financial information, but act-
ing as though Roosevelt Landings
is a regulated building, which
might be required to disclose
financials, when it comes to apply-
ing DHCR allocations.

But DHCR Commissioner
Deborah vanAmerongen made her
view clear in an interview two
weeks ago — that DHCR’s only
role, now that the building is out
of the state’s Mitchell-Lama af-
fordable housing program, is to
administer the local Section 8 pro-
gram under regulations set by the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD). Al-
though Eisenberg said, on Wednes-
day, that “the people who work at
DHCR are incredibly mindful of the
residents and they are there to make
sure that the residents are taken care
of; they’re watching over them, to a
certain extent,” DHCR says it has
little power to influence the situation
directly — that the submetering mat-
ter is in the hands of the PSC.

Mincheff believes, on the other
hand, that the PSC erred by con-
sidering 510-580 to be a rent-sta-
bilized building, and that DHCR
therefore is, indeed, watching out
for the building’s tenants.

Nitpicking

Both Isley and Eisenberg appear
to be distressed by the “counterpro-
ductive nitpicking.” Says Isley,
“All of the buildings that have been
master-metered are under this man-
date to do something to conserve
energy. We’re attempting to do it
the best way we can, given the
building that we inherited. But no
one gives us credit for spending $5
million on windows. No one gives
us credit for the fact that, annually
before now, we have done winter-
ization for our residents. There’s
a lot of credit that we’re not given
and there is a lot of fine-tuning and
nitpicking — you know, ‘Let’s look
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and see what they didnt do.” But
no one at all is saying, ‘You know
what? They went in there and put
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in new windows for $5 million.

Says Eisenberg, along the same
lines, “We’re not in the business
of creating vacancies or raising
rents as fast as we can. We’re in
the business of making sure those
people have a decent place to call
home, that they have a building
which has an infrastructure that is
good and is working, that the el-
evators are working, and that
things get taken care of... And we
think that one of the things we can
do here is that this building can be
run more efficiently — that we can
conserve energy, and that’s why we
went down this [submetering] path.

“We spent a lot of capital to do
this. The goal here is to work with
the residents, because I think that
a lot of the residents believe in con-
serving energy; they believe the
same things we do. [But] com-
ments fly back and forth and
‘you’re the big bad landlord’ and
‘you’re out to get us.” It couldn’t
be farther from the truth. The
people know Doryne at this prop-
erty, and people know me, and they
know that’s not the case. But in-
stead of sitting down at the table
and figuring out a solution, it’s
‘Hey, let’s have a press conference
and ruffle some features and see
what we can stir up.’”

As for “sitting down,” Mincheff
says, “They have my number.
They know where I live.”

Isley adds, “We’ve been talking
about submetering for a long time,
and we’ve been talking about it
with the local politicians and their
representatives. This is not some-
thing we all-of-a-sudden decided we
were going to do. We were talking
about this, minimally, for six to nine
months in advance. Where were all
of their comments then? Where
were all of their concerns then? 1
met with them monthly.”

But Mincheff has told residents
that nothing could be done until the
initial sample bills were in hand
and the likely financial results of

submetering were known.

As for the politicians, Eisenberg
says, “Government officials are
there to protect the people that live
in their districts and they do a very
good job. I think it’s their job to
make sure that every stone is
turned over and every issue is re-
solved. Maybe some of these is-
sues should have been resolved
earlier, and maybe that would’ve
made this an easier process. But it
is what it is, and we are who we
are, and all we’re saying now is
that we want to work with the resi-
dents and elected officials to fig-
ure out the best solution so that, at
the end of the day, we have a build-
ing that’s conserving energy and
we have residents who are happy
to live there and have a decent
place for them to call home.

“It’s simple and to make more of
that is not necessary.”

Today

Mincheff has called a meeting of
Roosevelt Landings residents for
today, in the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center. She’s asking that
they bring their 311 complaint
numbers and their records of any
maintenance requests that have not
yet had management attention.
“And photos,” she added, “And
donations,” because the tenants’
association wants to be ready for a
legal fight, if necessary.

“Finally,” Mincheff said, “for all
the rest of the Roosevelt Island
residents, please show some soli-
darity. Put up yellow piglet post-
ers. What’s happening to East-
wood is the tip of the iceberg —
there’s a state legislative mandate
to submeter over the next four
years, and Eastwood is simply at
the front of the fight. We want to
ensure that appropriate processes
are put into place so tenants will
know that when they are
submetered, it won’t just be the
landlord dumping outlandish ex-
pense on the tenant.”

A transcript of the interview with
Isley and Eisenberg is available on
Website NYC10044 with this issue
of The WIRE, at nyc10044.com.
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RIRA Column from page 3

Myopia Because The Disaster Will Strike
After I'm Gone, you’ll find them right here
on Roosevelt Island. What to do? I spoke
with Assemblymember Kellner’s office, and
they suggested: (1) asking RIOC Board
members to insist on a longer perspective
before approving the current budget (Direc-
tors: you have a fiduciary responsibility!),
and (2) contacting the state Comptroller’s
office, the Governor’s budget office, and/or
the Inspector General.

3. PS/IS 217 Principal to Address RIRA
Common Council. Mandana Beckman is
planning on addressing the March 4 RIRA
Common Council meeting. We look forward
to productive collaboration between PS/IS
217 and RIRA.

4. Public Purpose Grants. We received
eight grant applications. Steve Marcus is
heading the RIRA subcommittee to review
the applications. RIRA expects to make

recommendations to RIOC on March 4, and
RIOC has this agenda item on its March 26
board meeting.

5. Red bus service still poor. As many
of us point out, having a GPS or a bus stop
status sign doesn’t make the buses run bet-
ter. For example, this Tuesday night, the bus
arrives at Good Shepherd at 7:43 p.m. (later
than what the GPS system reports), which
is just enough time to miss the 7:45 tram,
which adds another 15 minutes to travel
time. When we arrive at the tram, there are
three buses (see photo): the 7:45 tram is
unloading into the first bus, the second bus
will wait another 15 minutes, and our bus
will wait 30 minutes. Translated: Two buses
are sitting idle, not servicing other riders on
the Island, thus we wait a long while for
buses. The GPS system doesn’t help; only
RIOC management can help (but continues
to refuse).

Date: February 2, 2009

From: Frank Farance

Subject: RIOC unwilling to provide long-
term budget estimates, RIRA
subcommittee to fill the gap

To: RIOC President, RIOC Board

CC: Main Street WIRE, RI Blogs, NY Daily
News, NY Times

CC: Council Member Jessica Lappin,
Assemblyman Micah Kellner, Senator Jose
Serrano

On January 14 RIRA held a Town Hall
meeting to discuss the proposed RIOC
budget. RIOC CEO Stephen Shane and
RIOC CFO Steven Chironis made
presentations and answered questions.

Residents asked about budget estimates
10, 15, and 20 years into the future, but
learned that RIOC was only willing to
prepare 5-year budget estimates, as
confirmed by Shane and Chironis.
Because of RIOC’s significant recent and
present spending, residents expressed
concern about the long-term financial
stability of RIOC. In response to residents’
What If questions concerning future RIOC
budget shortfalls, Shane said the ground
rents might be raised and/or services
significantly curtailed.

A long-term budget outlook and
transparency is essential to the financial
health of Roosevelt Island. State
Assembly Member Micah Kellner has
drafted legislation to mandate RIOC’s
financial transparency.

RIRA has formed a RIOC Budget
Analysis subcommittee under its Planning
Committee, chaired by Matthew Katz, to
provide analysis and insight to Island
residents and RIOC Board members. The
RIOC Budget Analysis subcommittee
expects to make a report at the March 4,
2009 RIRA meeting for endorsement and
forwarding to RIOC in time for its March
26, 2009 RIOC Board Meeting. The RIOC
Budget Analysis subcommittee includes
Frank Farance (RIRA President), Matthew
Katz (a former RIRA President), Steve
Marcus (a former RIRA President), Margie
Smith (Chair of Government Relations
Committee), and Russell Fields (RIRA
Treasurer).

Frank Farance

Date: February 2, 2009
From: Stephen Shane

All:

In the realm of “no good deed shall go
unpunished”, | believe we have extended
ourselves in the Budget process for '09/10
to present it early to the Board and the
Island residents early in draft stage to
make meaningful a comment period before

final adoption. We have posted the draft
budget on our website as well as making
the presentation at both the January Board
meeting and a RIRA sponsored community
meeting the night before. We have
carefully separated the Operating Budget
from the Capital Budget.

The statement that was made about
more than 5 year projections was that the
level of uncertainty rises to such an extent
that it is virtually worthless to expend the
effort. | did indicate that as the provider of
essential services, RIOC would have to do
whatever it takes to serve the public. No
more obvious example of just such an
effort is available than the current
gyrations of our City, State and Federal
governments to meet the present
economic condition.

Stephen H. Shane
President & CEO, RIOC

Date: February 4, 2009
From: Frank Farance

Steve-

Certainly, no one has any interest in
punishing your Good Deeds.

However, framing your sharing of
documents as merely a Good Deed is
disingenuous within the context of the
current legislative process that will
mandate you do so.

Furthermore, no right-minded executive
manager would accept your premise: the
plan might change in the future, thus we
cannot plan. Certainly, plans change but
that does not stop us from planning.

By limiting your perspective to a 5-year
horizon, many Island residents believe
there is a disaster just beyond the horizon.
According to your proposed budget (09-10
proposed budget, PDF page 15), RIOC will
spend $41 million this year in capital
improvements and another $31 million
over the next 4 years for a total of $72
million. Your cash balance in FY 13-14 will
be $81 million (PDF page 5), but it might
be off by $40 million if Southtown 7-9
aren’t built.

Putting this into the long term
perspective, if RIOC has $41 million in
FY13-14 to spend over 54 years (excludes
Southtown 7-9 payments), RIOC should be
budgeting about $2.4 million a year on
capital improvements, not $41 million this
year and not $8 million per year thereafter,
as presently budgeted by RIOC.

It appears that RIOC is spending the
Roosevelt Island’s Nest Egg and will leave
us broke soon. Transparency and
sunshine will reveal the true nature and
extent of this problem, which is why RIRA
is interested in providing its own
independent analysis.
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Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available — Use What You Have

Carpen z;, E lle Il Levy

Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

212-751-8214

No j()l) too small

Classifieds

50¢ a word ¢ 212-751-8214

Deadline for March 7 issue: Tuesday, March 3
Deadline for March 21 issue: Tuesday, March 17

SPECIAL NEEDS TUTORING - Ap-
plied Behavioral Analysis for students
on the Spectrum - Orton-Gilligham for
students with reading disabilities « All
ages - Sliding scale. Susan
212-246-0485.

PIANO LESSONS with conservatory-
trained Irene Clark. Adult refresher
course or creative fun class for young-
sters. Great results reading music and
playing quickly. Affordable.
917-655-0028.

AVON AGENTS WANTED - Work
from home. Call 888-269-2616 or
www.phoneavon.com. wwon

FREE STANLEY/FULLER BRUSH
dealership, websites, 888-351-2751
WWW.MYCASUSA.COM. a0 isue

ACUPUNCTURE - home visit or
office. Call Anne Kanninen
917-282-7328.

TUTORING - English professor
available. Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis. 646-319-3873.

CLEANING SERVICE - Residential
and professional. Proprietor of 17
years is Rl resident. Bonded &
insured. Same personnel each visit.
Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days. 212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING
— Prompt service. 212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

MASSAGE THERAPY - Zen Marie
Holmes, NYC Licensed Massage
Therapist, 13 years of experience,
Island resident. Acupressure, Swed-
ish, Pregnancy and Hot Stone Mas-
sage. Home visits for women. Home
visits for men by referral only.
917-312-8709.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND
DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registra-
tion for dance and theatre classes. 212-
371-4449. Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the
Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406.

| cannot understand why you are

unsupportive of financial transparency,
especially considering the severe negative
impact this will have on Roosevelt Island,
the quality of life here, and the financial
attractiveness for new/current owners and
renters alike.

Frank Farance

RIRA President

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist — Island resi-
dent Diana Brill. Gift certificates
available. 212-759-9042.

AVON Representative — Roosevelt
Island. www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

BARTERING for HandyPerson
services — bookcase, recliner with
wheels for large person. Contact Beth
—212-593-1882.

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses re-
moved. 917-916-5306. 2200

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group. Call
212-355-3848.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Volunteer
with the Icla da Silva Foundation and
help save lives. 212-593-0474.

CAT SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE
— Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc. 212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CON-
TRACTOR - Excellent Island refer-
ences, fully insured. Free estimate.
212-751-8214.

The WIRE runs on volunteer power!
We may need help with distribution in
your building (call 212-935-7534), or
join us for our Friday-morning stuffing
session (212-826-9056), or try your
hand at reporting (917-617-0449).
Other help is needed, too. What
would you like to do?

MOVING? Use WIRE classifieds to
sell the stuff you'd rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt
Island and turn your discards into
dollars. 212-751-8214.

free

s
€
Have something you're ready to
give away, free, that might be
useful to another WIRE reader?
Find its new owner with your free ad here, up to 25 words plus phone
and/or e-mail address. Send by e-mail to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave as hard copy addressed to The WIRE at the front desk, 531
Main Street (Rivercross). Whether or not rou include your phone
number in your ad, include it in your e-mail or note so that we can
contact you if there is a question.

Four Danish Modern-style wood dining
chairs, seat & back upholstered in lightly
worn beige fabric. Replace fabric, good as
new. E-mail nyc10044@nyc.rr.com.
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MINERVA

CLEANERS & TAILORS

Est. 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 15 Years
Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning * Expert European Tailoring
Suede, Leathers, & Furs Cleaned * Storage Available
Corporate Accounts Welcome ¢ Shirts Laundered
Complimentary Laundry Bag * Concierge or To Your Door
Draperies & All Household Items ¢ Convenient Monthly Billing

29-09 Broadway * Astoria NY 11106
TEL / Fax: 718-726-2336

v Beauty Salon

Bf

‘-a‘.\
B nen? of Roosevelt Island
otrd
212-688-0055
Women’s cut .... 23 Perm ................. 70
Girls’ cut............ 15 Eyebrow ............. 8 :
Blowdry ............ 23 Chin or cheeks .. 8 | Daroer Ser‘"ce's
Cut & blow ....... 36 Upperlip............. 7 Available Now!
Color & blow .... 50  Full leg or arm .. 30 ,
Highlights ......... 95 Half leg or arm . 20 Men’s cut..... 16.50
Partial highlights ... 65 BiKini ..c.ocveeen... 15 Boy’s cut.......... 12
Relaxer ............. 60 Massage........... 70

Senior Special Tuesday & Wednesday 20%-30% Off
523 Main Street, Roosevelt Island ¢ Tue-Sat 9-7, Sun 10-7

niin En&~

Car Servié : " / ‘_ |
T aeh Gl

Reliable La

AIRPORT Newaf’ks

transportation

License #730671

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 ‘ H RI S TV Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop. Mosn.-th.gJ
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair at. 9-

In-Home Service 71 8-392-7444 21-16 36th Av.

All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.

Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

425 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

Now in practice on Roosevelt Island

Robert Shick, DMD
Dental Love, LLC

practicing at the former offices of
Lawrence ltskowitch, DDS

Insurance plans accepted:

Assurant, Aetna, Cigna, Metlife, Delta, Empire, Connection,
Guardian, GHI, United Health Care, Geha, Ameritas, Careington,
Comp Benefits, Humana, Northeast Dental, United Concordia,

Principal, and others.
212-752-8722
501A Main Street

(south end of the Rivercross building)
www.mydentallove.com
WALK-INS WELCOME
Monday-Thursday 9:00-6:30, Friday 9:00-3:00

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine

House Calls

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare 2 1 2-
Empire Blue Cross
CIGmﬁltggIn HIP 832-2310 For the frail elderly
Oxford and the
homebound

United Healthcare
Medicare

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

Alyssa Harrison Siegel, M.D., FAAP

Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street *+ Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday — 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Tuesday — 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
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Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation
Open to People of All Faith Backgrounds.

“You don’t have to go off the Island
to find a great little church!”

Sunday, Feb. 22 during 10 a.m. service
A Special Presentation T

of the Carpenter’s Kids — T?i’}f

A program to support AIDS orp ns

in Afiica for only $50 a year!
Come ‘nd see how you can pa

= o R £
Lew‘?]o’hnébé;l, Vicar -

Vlslt us on the web'

PRE-BALLET - AEROPUMP

ETHNIC DANCE AEROBICS -

HIP-HOP -

BALLET -

MAIN
STREET
THEATRE

JAZZ -

THEATRE!

CREATIVE DRAMA

&' bance OE |
ALLIANCE I ' ~? :
DANCE! w1
FITNESS! T,
GREAT CLASSES e
AVAILABLE
FOR ALL AGES

+ STAGE CREW FOR TEENS *
* CHI KUNG * BALLET * YOGA - [E&S

» 10-CLASS CARDS AVAILABLE FOR '
ADULT DANCE & FITNESS CLASSES

JOIN NOW!

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

CALL212-371-4449 FORINFORMATION
WWW.MSTDA.ORG

548 MAIN STREET ROOSEVELT ISLAND NEW YORK 10044
ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

PILATES - TAP - MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP
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