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Island Getting New Nursery Unit for Children 3 Months to 3 Years
by Jim Baehler

After more than 30 years in one
location, the Roosevelt Island Day
Nursery will soon be adding a sec-
ond facility.  The addition will be
located in Building #6 of the
Riverwalk project, and will be
known as the Roosevelt Island Day
Nursery at Riverwalk.  The age
group served there will be three
months to three years.  (After age
three, children can attend the
present facility at 4 River Road.
When a student reaches age five, a

parent has two options � the Day
Nursery for a year of kindergarten,
or a transfer to kindergarten at PS
217.)

The new Day Nursery unit will
be directed by Dana Harary Cot-
ton, who has a long history with
Roosevelt Island and the Day
Nursery.  She arrived here in 1978
as a fourth-grader and attended
PS 217 through eighth grade.  She
obtained a B.A. in sociology from
Hunter College, and in May will
receive a dual degree:  a Master of

Social Work from Hunter, and a
Master in Education from the Bank
Street College.  Dana is married to
Byron Cotton, who also grew up
on Roosevelt Island.  They now
live in Astoria with their two
daughters, ages 11 and 13.

In 1989, while still in college,
Dana began working at the Day
Nursery as an assistant teacher.
She�s been associated with the Day
Nursery in various capacities ever
since.  Her principal focus, she
says, is on drawing parents into the

educational experiences of their
children, helping them to under-
stand how they can enhance the
social and academic growth cre-
ated within the Day Nursery envi-
ronment.

When David Kramer, the CEO
of the Hudson Companies, ap-
proached Sara Seiden, founder of
the Day Nursery, about opening a
Riverwalk branch, Dana was the
obvious choice to head the new
project.  �RIDN has a long tradi-
tion of providing families with a
place where they can begin their
child�s education,� says Dana, �but
we also offer an invaluable source
of community.  The relationships

that are developed here are main-
tained for years on Main Street. 
The new site at Riverwalk Cross-
ing gives us the opportunity to
reach out to families when they are
just beginning their lives on the
Island.  It�s exciting to think of
being able to welcome folks to the
Island while simultaneously wel-
coming them into the experience
of parenting.�

Hudson-Related set aside part of
the lower level at the west end of
Building #6 (nearest the tram) for
the new nursery, with enough
space to accommodate 45 to 50
children and accommodations for

Dana Cotton

See Nursery, page 6

Six organizations will receive
project financing from the Island�s
Public-Purpose Fund, according to
decisions made in a Residents As-
sociation (RIRA) committee and
Wednesday night at the RIRA
Common Council meeting.

They are Island Kids, the Dis-
abled Association, LifeFrames,
the Community Literary Associ-
ates, the Senior Association, and
the Day Nursery.

The committee, headed by
former RIRA president Steve
Marcus, dealt with requests for
$165,847, but had $100,000 to
work with.  The Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation has put that
much in its budget, and has given
the RIRA Council the task of ap-
portioning it among competing
demands.  The committee�s recom-
mendations were unanimous.

Six Organizations to Get
Public Purpose Funding

RIRA Plans Special Election to

Nominate RIOC Board Members
But Kalkin & Polivy Are Told to

Quit RIRA; Albany Sees Conflict

The Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) voted Wednesday
night to conduct an election on
Tuesday, May 19, to nominate resi-
dents to the Board of Directors of
the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC).  It will be the
second such election.  The first was
conducted in February of 2008.

But two of the February nomi-
nees have been told to resign their
seats on the RIRA Common Coun-
cil.  Jonathan Kalkin is currently
serving on the RIOC Board, and
Howard Polivy�s appoinment has
been in the works for some time.
Governor David Paterson�s ap-
pointments office sees a potential
conflict of interest � or at least the
appearance of a possible conflict.

�Originally, it wasn�t an issue,�
said Kalkin, who had represented
Manhattan Park on the RIRA
Council.  �I actually discussed it
with the original people [who
vetted me as a potential RIOC
Board member].  Now they have a
different person [doing the
vetting].�  He said that the conflict
may have been noticed when offi-
cials were considering the appoint-
ment of Polivy, a Rivercross resi-
dent who is also a member of the
RIRA Council.

In a resignation sent to RIRA
President Frank Farance, Polivy
wrote, �I have just been informed
by Govenor Paterson�s Appoint-
ments Office that, in accordance
with their interpretation of New
York State Ethics Advisory Opin-
ion 98-07 and the Public Officers
Law Section 74, I must resign my

position as alnternate representa-
tive RIRA Common Council mem-
ber upon appointment as Director
of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation.  This is deemed nec-
essary to avoid even the appear-
ance of conflict, which would be
�use your public position as a mem-
ber of the RIOC Board to benefit
yourself or any organization with
which you are affiliated.��

�I love being a member of
RIRA,� Kalkin told The WIRE,
�and stayed on be-
cause it�s a great
way to communi-
cate with residents,
but I can still do that by attending
the meetings, the town hall ses-
sions, and just listening.�  Kalkin
said he is comfortable with the re-
quirement that he leave the Com-
mon Council.  �This won�t ham-
per communication in any way.�

RIRA President Frank Farance
objected in an e-mail to RIOC
Prsident Steve Shane, pointing out
that RIOC Board members Patrick
Stewart and David Kraut both
served on RIOC�s Board while also
holding the presidency of the Resi-
dents Association.  Shane told The
WIRE that Kalkin�s resignation and
Polivy�s, upon his appointment to
the RIOC Board, are �consistent
with the Governor�s office�s view
of the requirements of law.�

In response to a WIRE request,
Shane wrote, �The requirements of
being a fiduciary, which leads to

the avoidance of any even mere ap-
pearance of possible impropriety,
often requires that one conduct
oneself in an extreme, even stilted
fashion.  So it is in public life (see
Caesar�s wife).  So no free lunches,
even if the amount is ridiculous and
the individual is beyond actual re-
proach.

�While it�s easy to scoff at the
extremes of the ethics and public
authorities laws and rules, it is a
reality to the standard of never hav-

ing been unduly in-
fluenced.  Recusal
(not voting on cer-
tain matters) does

not answer the problem, as it leaves
the individual in the position of
being incapacitated.

�No one is suggested that either
Jon or Howard has or would do
anything wrong.  However, it is all
in the appearances and I, while
being a pragmatist, cannot disagree
or say �what�s the difference?�
Thus begins the slippery slope.  A
Jesuit approach is always harder,
but leaves little doubt.�

The WIRE has asked David
Bauer to state a different position
and interpretation in a guest edito-
rial (page 2).  Bauer was the origi-
nal convener of the Maple Tree
Group, which has worked for 12
years toward direct election of
RIOC Board members in a process
that led to the current resident ma-
jority on the Board and the process

Banishing Winter  By Thursday afternoon, the Siberian winds and cold
of Monday were just a memory, and RIOC workers were removing
evidence of unmannerly winter days from Good Shepherd Plaza.

See Election, page 9See Public Purpose, page 9

Recommended grants include:
� Island Kids, $36,000 (the full

amount requested) for scholarships
for its summer day camp program.

� Roosevelt Island Disabled As-
sociation, $25,000 (full request)
for a used van suitable for trans-
porting disabled passengers.

� LifeFrames, $20,000 ($25,000
requested) for educational and rec-
reational programs centered on
gardening, at PS217 and Coler-
Goldwater Hospital.

� Roosevelt Island Community
Literary Associates, $10,000 ($19,000
requested) to provide financial assis-
tance to the Island�s non-profit cul-
tural organizations with advertising
for their activities, and a program of
helping the same organizations ap-
ply for off-Island funding.

� Roosevelt Island Seniors As-

Related guest
editorial on page 2
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The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the community, and to/from

officials.  Requests for Name Withheld publication will be considered, but the
writer�s name, address, and phone number must be provided for verification
and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will not be published.

Recommended way to submit:  E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or sub-
mit on a CD left at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  If
you e-mail, expect a confirming response and, if you don�t receive one, resend
and call 212-826-9056 to alert us that it�s been sent.  Alternatives:  Typed
copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for typesetting.  Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered, if brief.  We are not able to take telephone
dictation of letters.  All letters subject to acceptance and editing for length
and clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer letters will
be considered if their content merits the required space.

Letters deadline for March 21 issue:  Tuesday, March 17

To the Editor:
Recently, one of our great

communty volunteers moved off
the Island.  There were no parties
or fanfare for a person who so de-
served recognition.  Isabel Bartley
was a friend and worker for many
causes.  She was always helping
in the Cabrini Parish, the Thrift
Shop, the Senior Center,  and at
street fairs and sales.

We will miss you, Isabel and
John.  I thank you for the years of
wonderful friendship we had.  En-
joy your new life off-Island.

Judith Berdy

To the Editor:
To those who think an elevator

to the 59th Street Bridge won�t be
able to move enough people off the
Island:  Here�s another crazy idea.

What about a ferris wheel along-
side the bridge?  Picture one like
the London Eye, each cabin the
size of a tram cabin.  This one will
allow passengers to disembark at
the top.  To make the walk across
the bridge friendly for all seasons,
the walkway should be enclosed.
Moving sidewalks wouldn�t be a bad
idea, either. Since Washington
wants to put people back to work,
here is a project that�s better than
a bridge to nowhere.

And since we are on the topic of
transportation, on the red bus we
get passenger gridlock because
people cluster around the back
door, even when not getting off at
the next stop.  Draw a box on the
floor and post a sign � Don�t Block
the Box � not that I have any ex-
pectation that these people will
read it.

And lastly, now that more esca-
lators in our subway are up and
running, any chance they could
turn off those never-ending chatter-
boxes?  You can hear them talking
to each other from one end of the
platform to the other.  Perhaps they
could change their mantras to the
teaching of Chairman Mao.  If I am
going to be trapped in the subway
hearing voices, as a form of brain-
washing, I would prefer a more
profound and meaningful philoso-
phy than what I do with a stroller,
and being told by an authoritarian
voice that I should �Hold the hand
rail.�  I am a non-conformist who�s
been riding escalators for years,
and I live on the edge; I ride those
escalators without holding the hand
rail.  That�s just the way I roll, and
screw the guy telling me how it
should be done.

�Have a nice day.�
Neal Weissman

To the Editor:
Regarding the article on Trellis,

Mr. Baehler wrote a wonderful ar-
ticle on Kaie.  But he needs to get
the Green Kitchen history straight.
Andy did not work in the Green
Kitchen; he owned it.  He then sold
it to the three brothers, not know-
ing they were going to turn it into
a drug operation. Andy took the
place back and ran a very nice,
friendly restaurant and bar.

I thought Mr. Baehler�s remarks
about businessmen hanging out
with their inamoratas was very in-
sulting. Many people of all walks
of life come here, so I do not think
he has any right to make deroga-
tory remarks about the clientele.
Andy and his family were very
well liked on Roosevelt Island, and
he also helped many people. I think
you owe Andy and his family an
apology.

And just for the record, when
Andy closed, he had enough un-
paid checks from customers to
wallpaper the restaurant.

Get your facts straight.
Joe Palermo
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Guest Editorial

Democracy, Abridged
The reasoning, or lack thereof, of the State of New York

never ceases to amaze and confound.

On Wednesday came the word from RIOC that if you are a

RIOC Board member you can not be a member of a Roosevelt

Island organization. Jonathan Kalkin, elected by residents last

year, was required to resign from the RIRA Common Council

in order to continue his service as a RIOC Board member.

Howard Polivy, another resident elected last year and appar-

ently about to be appointed to the RIOC Board, was directed

to resign from the Common Council or face rejection as a RIOC

Board member.

Incredible! Outrageous!

RIOC President Steve Shane passed along this latest bit of

Albany warped thinking. Defending his bosses on the second

floor of the State Capitol, Steve said �...the niceties of juris-

prudence do not always accord with the common notions of

rectitude. If avoiding even the appearance of impropriety is

the standard (and, as in Caesar�s wife,

it is), then any possibility of serving two

masters is impermissible. Do you be-

lieve that RIRA and RIOC are perfectly

aligned? If not, then res ipsa.�  In other

words, Steve said the resignations were

deemed necessary to �...avoid even the appearance of conflict,

should you use your public position as a member of the RIOC

Board to benefit yourself or any organization with which you

are affiliated.�

Incredible!  How could RIRA and RIOC have different mis-

sions?  Are they not both trying to do the best for the residents

and for the Island?  If both bodies are trying their best to serve

that one master � doing what is best for the Island and its

residents � then where is the discrepancy?  Is the discrepancy

in the ways to accomplish that aim?  If so, then RIOC and

RIRA should be shoulder-to-shoulder in working out the best

way to better serve the Island and its residents.

Outrageous!  To suggest that Island residents on the RIOC

Board may not belong to any Island organization would be to

put the RIOC Board into a cocoon that would make it impos-

sible to keep up with the concerns of the residents.

Democracy is the best of all the answers for governing.

Putting a wall between the RIOC Board and the democrati-

cally elected Common Council is not moving in the direction of

doing what is best for the Island and its residents.

David Bauer

The Editorial Page

David Bauer convened
the Maple Tree Group,
which has worked for
over a decade to
democratize governance
of Roosevelt Island.

Dear Verizon:
I�m writing this while on hold with one of your many departments.

I�m writing it for The Main Street WIRE, confident that it would get
little meaningful attention if I actually sent it to anybody at Verizon.

My friend Bill Wollheim has a new slogan for you:  Verizon � So bad
we make the cable company look good.  He has nailed it.

When I finally succumbed to your many letters warning me that, if I
didn�t order before February 21, I would miss out on a wonderful FIOS
package deal (which you renewed immediately after February 21 � so
much for your deadlines), I dialed that 800 number and reached a young
man whose first language was Mumblese.
His speech had all the hearmarks of
someone holding an eight-ball in his
mouth while hanging upside down
from a spinning trapeze.  I got
through the conversation only be-
cause, when you ask for multiple
repeats of the same sentence, speakers of Mumblese seem to switch to a
different dialect in which they speak more slowly in Mumblish, an amus-
ing combination of Mumblese and pidgin English.

I was sure I was speaking to a foreign country (Mumblania, perhaps?)
but, when I asked, I learned I was placing this order for New York City
FIOS service with someone in Texas.  Or, as he pronounced it, �T�us.�
Oh, oh, I thought, this guy is going to know zilch about installations on
Roosevelt Island.  I had heard from my neighbors, you see, that sched-
uled four-hour installations were taking six to eight hours.  When we
got down to it, I tried to tell him that, but he insisted as follows (I�m
translating here):  �They will arrive at 8:00 a.m. and they will be fin-
ished by 12 noon.�  Attempts to correct his impression of installer effi-
ciency in this environment were rejected; it was clear anything but 4-
hour blocks of time were not in his script.

Of course, the confirming e-mail said 8:00-12:00 was a window for
arrival, not a time-window for the full job, confirming what I had told
T�us and firmly contradicting his insistences to me.

Of course, when Vinnie and Tom � thoroughly nice guys � arrived not
at 8:00 but at 11:55, they explained that 8:00 to 12:00 is a window and
the T�us speaker of Mumblese should not have promised I would be
free to carry on my life in the afternoon.  And, of course, they confirmed
what I had been trying to tell T�us:  �This will be an all-day job.�

We set up a new date, and they left.
You might think that would be the end of it.  But please, don�t be silly.

We�re talkin� about Verizon here.
Sometime during the day, Verizon had pulled my main phone line

from the twisted pair and consigned it to the FIOS switch back at the
main office.  (If I don�t have this exactly correct, technically, consider it
a functional description, though I�m actually repeating words I heard
from somebody through a series of 18 or 20 transfers from one Verizon
department to another.)

The FIOS repair office (reached through 212-890-6611) said, �Oh,
I�m sorry about that.  But, believe it or not, you have to put in a new
order to get this fixed.�  Could he just put that order in?  No, he said, I
had to do it because I would have to supply personal and financial infor-
mation he didn�t have.  He transferred me to what he thought was the
appropriate department.  At that department, I was told to call FIOS
repair at, guess what, 212-890-6611.  Nope, I said, that�s the number I
called and they transferred me to you.  Yep, he said, you really do have
to talk with them.

Long story short, I quickly became the conduit for the contumacious
counterclaims of two Verizon departments, who argued with each other,
through me, about who was responsible for fixing this.  But between
them, I was transferred multiple times and had the distinct displeasure
of having to listen to raucous, severely overmodulated (and badly dis-
torted) music-on-hold selected from the CIA�s Anthems of Torture al-
bum used until recently at Guantanamo.  At one point, after yet another
transfer, my call was dropped and I went back to Square One on the
patented Verizon board game, Hapless Customerdom.

I confess that, ultimately, I was moved to SHOUT at someone when,
yet again, she wanted to transfer me to somebody (read that as �any-
body�) else.  SHOUTing I do not want to be transferred again! seemed
to help.  Finally, she said, �Sir,� just hold on. �I�ll call someone over
there and get them to fix it.� ...  More music to administer genital shocks
by ...  �Sir, they�re working on it.  Please hold.� ...  Now, a Dick Cheney
arrangement of Death to the Suspect. ...  Sir, just stay with me...�  I
interrupted:  �Excuse me, but I�ve been at this for an hour.  Do I really
have to hold while you get it done?�  �Well, sir, if you leave the line I�ll
immediately get a call from another customer.�  �OK, why don�t we do
that, and you can put that unlucky fellow on hold instead of me?�  �No,
sir, I couldn�t do that.  It wouldn�t be courteous.�  �OK,� I surrendered,
�I�ll hold.� ...  Themes from Abu Graib  ...  The next time, I rebelled:
�Gotta go.  Toilet call.�  (Not really.  I lied.)  �OK, sir, it�ll be fixed in ten
minutes.�

An hour later, not fixed.  Called in again.  Repeated my whole sad
story yet again, pleading not to be transferred or put on torture-music
hold.  This time, the Who-Wants-To-Be-a-Verizon-Customer-Anyway an-
swer was, �They�ll have to come out there tomorrow morning.  Can you
be at home between 8:00 and 12:00?�  But, I protested, �No changes
were made within my apartment.  Why do I have to be here?�  �We
don�t want them to leave until you confirm that it works.�  �Oh, for
@*&!~#, all they have to do is dial my phone number and get my an-
swering machine!�

�But, sir...�  I interrupted again, at high volume: �#@!*&!#{</#@&*,
and furthermore, &%#(@<!!�

As I write, that�s where this stands.
Verizon:  We make the *&!#{</# cable company look good.
Alas, to be continued.

DL

PS:  Why did Justin (also a nice guy) show up at 4:00 p.m. next day?  And why the
message the day after that apologizing for being unable to complete an installation not
yet begun, and never scheduled for the day Justin arrived.  Does anybody talk to anybody
else over there?  (The technician who finally fixed the lost line two days later said, when
he told me it was finally fixed, �I think I�ve talked to everybody in the company today.�)
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� This Weekend �

� Continuing �
East & West Art Exhibition, works of Islander

Toshiko Kitano Groner continues through Mar 29, Oc-
tagon Gallery.

New York Junior Tennis League winter program
continues every Saturday through March, 6-9am,
Roosevelt Island Racquet Club.  Free.

Open Swim Hours, Sat 12-3pm & 4-7pm, Mon-Fri 6-11am (extended
starting Mon Mar 9), Tue & Thu 6-9pm, Sportspark.  Adults $5, chil-
dren $3, seniors & infants free.

Knitting for Adults, Tue noon, Library.
Crafts for Children (ages 4-12), Tue 3:30pm, Library.
Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6pm, Library.
Picture Book Hour (age 4 and under), Wed 11am, Library.
Game Night (ages 9-18), Wed 5pm, Library.
Book Bingo (ages 5-12), Thu 4:30pm, Library.

� The Coming Week and Next Weekend �
Baseball Tournament Signup for the May 16 Health and Fitness

Day, Mon Mar 13 and continuing weekdays through April 30, 9am-
5pm; call Othneil at 212-832-4540.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 9, 8pm.
Visitors welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.

Opening Reception for Vernissage 8 exhibition,
Sat Mar 14, 6-9pm, Gallery RIVAA, running through April 19.  Gal-
lery hours Sat-Sun 11am-5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm.

Women�s History Month event, Sun Mar 15, 2pm, Gallery RIVAA,
527 Main St.  Film on midwives with lecture by Megan Elias, Professsor
of Women�s Studies, Queensboro Community College.  Free; refresh-
ments.  First of four events.  Info at 212-832-4540.

� Future Weeks �
Day Nursery Registration for Riverwalk families begins Wed Mar

18.  Call 212-593-0750 for information.
Book Discussion � The Tortilla Curtain  by T.C. Boyle, Thu Mar

19, 6:30pm, New York Public Library Roosevelt Island branch.   Books
available at the branch here.

The Main Street WIRE � Next issue Sat Mar 21.  (To receive
The WIRE�s e-mail bulletins between issues, send an AddMe message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.)  Ad-
vertising Deadlines:  Ads in the
paper, Wed Mar 11, decision date
on circulars/inserts, Tue Mar 17;
they are due Thu Mar 19.  Addi-
tional issues in 2009:  Apr 4, 18;
May 2, 16, 30; June 13, 27 (Fouth
of July issue); July 25; Aug 29, Sep
12, 26; Oct 10, 24; Nov 7, 21; Dec 12.  2010:  First issue Jan 16; there-
after, every two weeks.  News phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters,
917-617-0449.  Advertising, display and classified:  917-587-3278.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 23, 8pm.  Visitors
welcome.  Information:  212-751-9577.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu Mar 26, 9:30am, Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.

Women�s History Month celebration, Sat Mar 28, 2pm, Gallery
RIVAA, 527 Main St.  Film on Nellie Bly (who reported for Hearst on
conditions in the Pauper Lunatic Asylum here) and lecture by Leah Pot-
ter, Professor of History at Hunter College.  Third of four events.

Women�s History Month event, Sun Mar 29, 2pm, Gallery RIVAA,
527 Main St.  Film & lecture series on four women who shaped cities
and nations.  Free.  Refreshments,  Last of four events.

General Day Nursery Registration begins Mon Mar 30.  Call
212-593-0750 for information.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed Apr 1, 8pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center (lower level); meetings are open to
all, and begin with an opportunity for residents to address the Council.

Preserving Hart Island, Tue Apr 7, 6:30pm, Library, 524 Main St.,
with author/filmmaker Melinda Hunt.  First in a series presented by the
Roosevelt Island Historical Society.

Home-delivered meals �
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

The

RIOC

Column

Steve Shane, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com

March 4, 2009
1.  Board of Directors: Regular ,eeting held Feb-

ruary 19.  Draft budget for fiscal year 2009-10 was
presented at the Janu-
ary meeting.  The draft
has been posted on the
RIOC website for
everyone�s review.
Some changes were
reported at the Board
meeting to reflect cur-
rent events, both
plusses and minuses,
such as the time effect of delay in completion of
Southtown buildings 5 and 6 (now anticipated in late
April and May), potential savings in expenses for in-
surance and fuel, etc.  A transposition error in report-
ing depreciation as a cash item has been corrected.
After discussion and modifications as may be sug-
gested and adopted, the final budget will be ready for
adoption at the March 26 board meeting.  The present
decline in real-estate activity is having its effect on
buildings 5 and 6 of Southtown, and that slowdown
is now reflected in the budget.  Also, the Octagon
Field resurfacing has been withdrawn until the City
standard for artificial surfaces is settled.

2.  Southpoint:
(A)  Renwick Ruin:  Work continues with a

completion date projected for early spring.
(B)  Green Rooms/Wild Gardens:  A Request for

Proposals was published for the work, to be accom-
plished in phases.  There were six responses, and the
selected bidder is below the estimate for this phase of
the site work.  Work will start in April with rough
grading, paths, and stone walls.  Phase 2 will be the
finish grading and capping of the site, utilities, fenc-
ing, and planting.

(C)  FDR Memorial:  The Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute (FERI) made a presentation to the
RIOC Board at the February meeting as to its phas-
ing plan and the logic for it.  A copy of the materials
is posted on the RIOC web site.  FERI is working on
engineering and permitting with the Department of
Environmental Conservation, Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Coast Guard, etc.

3.  Tram:  Work is under way on design and fabri-
cation.  We have had meetings coordinated by the
Mayor�s Office with various NYC departments.  On
schedule for July 6, 2009 shutdown and December
reopening.  The $15 million state appropriation is in.
Based on most recent NYC Department of Transpor-

tation requests, the substitute red bus service during
non-rush hours will likely stop on the west side of
Second Avenue between 58th and 59th Streets, to loop
back on 58th Street either directly or via 57th Street.

4.  Projects almost completed include the bus
transportation yard, AVAC-caused street repair, and
the roof of 504 Main.  Other projects in the design,
bidding, and contract-awarding pipeline include up-
grading of the lighting at Motorgate (we will in-
stall two alternative types to test efficacy), the ex-
terior of the AVAC building, replacement chambers
for AVAC, and improvements to Public Safety head-
quarters.  Spring
will see resumption
of lots of activity.

5.  Red bus:
Waiting for the
GPS shakedown
period to be fin-
ished so a decision
can be made for the
bus routes other
than the Octagon
Express.

6.  Public-Pur-
pose Fund:  As
part of the budget-
ing cycle, RIOC re-
ceived applications
from several enti-
ties applying for
p ub l i c -p u rp ose
funding, forwarded
them to RIRA, and
now awaits a recommendation for action at the March
Board meeting.  RIOC conducted an audit (both fi-
nances and functions) on the recipients of last year�s
awards, and presented the results to both the Board
and RIRA�s review committee.

7.  Sportspark Swimming:  In response to requests,
effective March 9, the morning weekday adult swim
hours will be extended to 11:00 a.m. to accommodate
those with child care responsibility.  We hope for ever-
greater participation.

8.  RIOC received a notice from New York Na-
tional Bank that it intends to close its branch at 615
Main Street on June 6, saying that the business does
not justify maintaining its operation.  Too bad.  Bank-
ing is a very useful amenity.  I hope another institu-
tion will find this event to be an opportunity, and RIOC
is doing what it can to promote the possibility.

Senior Center
Monday

9:30, Hawaiian Hula
10:30, English as 2nd Language
11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, �Oldies� Movies
6:00, Yoga

Tuesday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Blood Pressure
10:30, Shoppers� Bus
2:00, Bingo
2:00, Paint & Sculpt
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, Computers
10:30, Shoppers� Bus
10:30, Spanish Class
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
9:30, Get Stronger Bones
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

Friday
9:30, Yoga
10:30, French Class
1:00, Bridge
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Taxes for Seniors, Tuesdays

9am-1pm
Stop �n� Shop, Mon Mar 9,

12noon
Green Acres Mall, Tue Mar 17,

12noon
St. Patrick�s Day Party, Sat Mar

21, 6pm
Kaufman Studios movie trip,

Mon Mar 23, 11:30am

The

RIRA

Column

Frank Farance, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: rira-president@rira-council.org

See RIRA Column, page 10

1. Serious Questions About RIOC�s Finances.
Members of RIRA�s RIOC budget analysis commit-
tee have met a couple of times.  We�re delayed be-
cause RIOC is not providing the information we re-
quested.  We will continue to meet.  About two weeks
ago, RIOC announced that it had overstated its cash
position in year 5 (2013-2014); they were off by a
factor of two, leaving them with $19 million in the
bank and negative cash flow at the end of this five-
year, $72-million spending spree � not to mention a
staff increase of
50% (2001-2008).
(This assumes
Southtown 7-9
won�t be built in
the next couple of
years, which seems
likely because the
developers are
choosing not to
open Southtown 5-6 due to poor market conditions.)

Aside from our information requests, questions re-
main:

Question #1: When do the NPV (Net Present Value)
payments run out for Southtown 5-9 (an answer for
each building)?

Question #2: Assuming Southtown 7-9 will not be
built and capital expenditures (e.g., maintenance) will
continue at its current rate of $8 million per year (as
per RIOC President Steve Shane who said we should
expect $5-8 million of annual capital expenditures in-
definitely), are we able to continue spending indefi-
nitely at this rate?  If not, when does the money run
out?

Question #3: With the same assumptions as Ques-
tion #1, except that Southtown 7-9 are built within
the next five years, are we able to continue spending
indefinitely at this rate?  If not, when does the money
run out?

Question #4: Assuming 0% inflation, unchanging
costs, and that we have to spend another $72 million
20-25 years from now as the present generation of
infrastructure wears out, what will RIOC�s finances
be at that point?  Will we be able to pay for these
large capital expenditures?  What is the plan for pay-
ing these in the generation afterwards in 40-45 years
from now?

Question #5: What are the cashflow and cash bal-
ance projections for years 6-10?

In short, I�m very concerned that we�re going to
run out of money � possibly as soon as years 8-10.  I

think we�ve gotten here via poor decision-making
over the years.  First, in the 1990s, Governor George
Pataki said that Roosevelt Island should be �self-suf-
ficient,� which means that we pay city, state, and fed-
eral taxes (of which very little comes back to us) and
we pay for the Island�s upkeep (pothole repair, AVAC
maintenance, etc.) through our rents or our merchants�
rents.  Second, in the past 10 years, RIOC negotiated
sweetheart-deal giveaways for The Octagon and
Southtown devel-
opments, which
crippled the Island
for future income.
Third, rather than
annual payments
(e.g., Manhattan
Park and the WIRE
buildings), RIOC
agreed to NPV
(lump sum) pay-
ments.  NPV itself
isn�t bad if you
have competent fi-
nancial manage-
ment and financial
discipline (which
RIOC hasn�t done
well on either
count).

Really, if DHCR
mandates this kind
of long-term budgeting and reserve planning for
Mitchell-Lama buildings throughout New York State,
why does RIOC pretend that this kind of financial
management is impossible?  Why don�t the RIOC ex-
officio members from the State Budget Office and
DHCR complain about RIOC finances?  Doesn�t the
State have an interest in seeing the long-term viabil-
ity of RIOC�s finances?

2.  RIOC and Governor�s office force members
to resign from RIRA.  Jonathan Kalkin said �I have
just been informed that Governor Paterson�s office,
upon a  second review of my file and the file of pos-
sible new Board members,  has stated that I must re-
gretfully resign my position as a RIRA Council Mem-
ber. On the original review I was not told to resign.
Since I have been informed, I officially and regret-
fully resign from my seat on the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association.�  I asked Steve Shane for an
explanation and he said that RIRA sometimes pro-



OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask A�� ���� ������� �� ���� �!"#s  �����!" ��� 

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $34 � LGA $18 � Newark $68+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20

Save this Coupon

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA
� � � Family Special � � �

Large Pie, 12 garlic knots
and 2-liter Pepsi � $16.50

Cheese Pie:  Large $13.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza � Ham, pineapple, & cheese

$16.75
Pineapple & cheese $16.00

� FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm �

718-278-5262
Buy 2 pies,

Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Established 1971

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City

Open 11AM-9PM

Your Island Dog Professionals
on Roosevelt Island Since 2006

We�re there when you need us � Seven Days a Week!
Excellent References

Will perform related chores while on assignment

E-mail us for our �Informational�
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Mac Help
Roosevelt Island-based.
15+ years of experience.
Results-oriented.
A no-attitude approach.

We keep today�s problem from becoming tomorrow�s nightmare.

Urban Tech NYC:  646-784-9956
or speak-54868@mypacks.net

That�s it.  Simple.  Whatever help you need with your Apple.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Experienced Accountant on the Island
All complicated forms:

Federal, State, City, Extensions
Reasonable Fees

10% Discount till March 15
Special rates for seniors

and low-income residents

Relieve your stress.

I will see you in the comfort of your own home.

Call today:  212-838-1182



For more information please contact 212-652-5660 or Nechama@RIJewish.org 

* Zalman & Nechama Duchman * Part of the Chabad Lubavitch Worlwide Movement * 

www.RIJewish.org 

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

 Friday, March 6 at 5:34 pm 

 Friday, March 13 at 6:42 pm 

 Friday, March 20 at 6:49 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E

-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher 
Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-

tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-
bos Ko-desh. 

  
Translation: Blessed are You, 

Lord our G-d, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us with His 

commandments, and commanded 
us to kindle the light of the holy 

Shabbat. 

Just Good Food
That�s what we�re about at Trellis.

Well, that, and friendly service, too.
And a chance to relax, away from

home and office and stress, perhaps
with a friend, sharing your day, good

or bad, across the table.  Call it
decompression, nourishment,
companionship, or your secret

moment alone.  It�s all here.

See you at Trellis...
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Mar. 7, 2009 � 5

455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688
Free delivery ($10 minimum)

Major credit cards accepted ($15 minimum)
Catering and parties welcome

From 3pm to 5pm
All Sushi & Sashimi A La Carte $1.25 Per Piece
All Sushi Rolls / Hard Rolls $2.50 Per Roll

50% O
ff

Happy H
our S

pecial

COME TO OUR

“STROKE PRODUCTION CLINICS”
SUNDAYS, 3PM - 4PM

WEDNESDAYS, 8PM - 9PM

TO SIGN UP OR

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT

JASON SPEIRS AT

JSPEIRS@RIRCTENNIS.COM OR

(212) 935-0250, *856

�

LEARN THE BASICS... 

FOREHAND, BACKHAND, VOLLEY,

OVERHEAD & SERVE.

START ANY TIME &

WE CAN LEND YOU A RACQUET.



The Island on the Web
Compiled by Rick O�Conor

rooseveltislander.blogspot.com
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Roosevelt Islander � Red Bus Fare and Route Changes Coming? � tinyurl.com/dkbs5l
Roosevelt Island 360 � Hurricane Preparedness Video � tinyurl.com/b5bsbw
Crains � FDR Memorial Seeking Federal Stimulus Funds � tinyurl.com/czrfrv
City Limits � 10MW Power Sought from Verdant�s East River Turbines � tinyurl.com/cn2tn9
Daily News � Choppy Waters for Verdant Turbines � tinyurl.com/cn4vhb
The Star � Profile of UN Delegate Living on Roosevelt Island � tinyurl.com/brd7pf
Bunny Got Blog � Nelly Bly and the Island�s Pauper Lunatic Asylum � tinyurl.com/cqqpav
Second Avenues Sagas � GPS Bus Tracking System � tinyurl.com/c3er82
Bisnow � RIOC�s Rosina Abramson Addresses Construction Group � tinyurl.com/aocswo
SI Advance � Goldwater Patient Kimberly Messink, 22, Passes Away � tinyurl.com/c9kcrz
You Tube � Tram Station Blown Up By Spiderman Movie Crew � tinyurl.com/cfggr6
You Tube � No Escape From the Roosevelt Island Follower � tinyurl.com/c83h9h
You Tube � A Snowy March Roosevelt Island Day � tinyurl.com/bsrzzs

Nursery from page 1

was great working with the people from the
Day Nursery.  They had so much experience
and they knew exactly what they wanted. It
is rare when two parties are able to work so
well together.� They visited a number of
other day nurseries, including one at
Rockefeller University, to gather ideas and
useful techniques.  Honigstock was espe-
cially complimentary about Hudson-Related
Companies and Andrew Jackson, the
company�s point man on the project.
�Hudson really tried to make it right and not
cut corners, and Andrew Jackson could not
have been more helpful.�

Kramer says that his company is �doing
the best we can to have many shops, and to
provide amenities for our residents.  We now
have seven stores and are trying hard to pro-
vide a greater variety of amenities.  We con-
tinue to ask ourselves what else we can do
to enhance the living experience of our resi-
dents. A day-care center was a logical addi-
tion.�

On a personal note, Kramer said that his
mother has been involved in child develop-
ment as a social worker for 35 years and that
his own world is real estate.   He said a Venn
diagram would show only one intersection
of those two worlds:  Sara Seiden, who bas
been known to his mother for many years.

Exterior view suggests look of entrance and outdoor play area of the new nursery facility.

the necessary teaching and administrative
staff.  Kramer�s company is absorbing the
entire cost of building out the space and
equipping it with all necessary utilities, ap-
pliances, and furniture.

Starting with a blank sheet of paper, Dana
and her advisers spent many hours with the
architect, Ellen Honigstock, to provide the
most up-to-date and comforting environ-
ment for the infants and toddlers in their
care.  The rooms for the younger infants will
be smaller and cozier, to create a more home-
like atmosphere. The rooms for the toddlers
will be larger, allowing for more physical
activity and other learning and social expe-
riences.

A separate playroom will have non-impact
flooring.  Each classroom will have its own
toilet, washbasin, and refrigerator, and a
dishwasher to sanitize toys daily.  In each
room, the furniture will be of high quality,
and specifically suited to the age group in
each room.  The lighting will be controlled
by dimmers, so the proper ambiance can be
created.  Outside the nursery will be a play
lot with age-appropriate equipment.  A ramp
will descend from the sidewalk so parents
can easily bring their strollers down to the
entrance.

Ellen Honigstock, the architect, says, �It

Kramer�s company already has a day-care
center in its building at 475 Main Street,
operated by Bright Horizons.  With a laugh,
Kramer said, �My mother would kill me if I
opened another day-care center and did not
involve Sara Seiden.�

For his part, Jackson said that there was
talk about including a day-care center dur-
ing the design stage, but the space was not
committed until last June.  He adds, �Fami-
lies love Roosevelt Island and its open
spaces, but the Island doesn�t have all the
amenities that families are looking for.
Young families need help with their children,
and we thought a day-care center would pro-
vide them with options for their child care.�
After the space was committed to a day-care
center, Jackson and his team visited the
Bright Horizons day-care centers at 475
Main Street and The Octagon, conducting
interviews.  Jackson was impressed by the
proposal from RIDN as being exceptionally
well-rounded, and by the roots the institu-
tion had established in the community over
the years.  �In addition,� Jackson said, �the
resumes submitted by the Day Nursery had
a great fit for our project.�

Dana Cotton expects to maintain the phi-
losophy established by Sara Seiden that has
been so successful at RIDN.  To that end,
the selection of the staff will be a critical

element.  Although there has been no for-
mal search for staff members, resumes have
already been arriving from interested teach-
ers who learned about the school by word
of mouth.  Formal solicitation of teacher re-
sumes, to fill the 12 slots available, will be-
gin in the near future.  Each teacher is ex-
pected to use every opportunity to enhance
the children�s social and physical skills.  This
process involves each child learning that
other children have rights equal to his or
hers, that living in the world involves give
and take, that working cooperatively has
many benefits, that making friends is an es-
sential part of life, and that there is �work
time� and �play time� in the nursery as in the
outside world.

It is projected that the new nursery school
will open in September for ages two and
three.  Younger students, three to 24 months,
will be enrolled for a session intended to
begin in January.  Registration will begin
on March 18 for Riverwalk families.  For
all others, it opens March 30.  Enrollments
can be for whole- or half-day sessions, de-
pending on age.  Specific details can be ob-
tained by calling 212-593-0750.

The Day Nursery encourages prospective
parents to visit the present facility at 4 River
Road to observe the classroom environment
and talk to staff members.

Island History:  The TimeLine at nyc10044.com
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by Hattie-Jo P. Mullins
Special to the Journal-News

�Aren�t you afraid you�re going
to get mugged?� asked the store�s
owner, before handing over my
purchases.

�No,� I answered simply, prob-
ably for the dozenth time.

�Well,� he went on, glaring at
me, �all I know is, everybody else
is moving out of New York City.�

�We�ve decided to reverse the
trend, so you might as well wish
us luck,� I grinned, plucked my
purchase from his grasp, and
waved goodbye.

That was the last time I would
shop in this Suffern store where I
and many members of my family
had been customers for more than
20 years.  As I walked out the door
I felt that, if need be, I could walk,
blindfolded, from this corner to my
parked car, so familiar was this
sidewalk, this curb, this street.

As I completed my errands that
afternoon, I drove past so many
places where �historical land-
marks� of my life had been estab-
lished.  There was Suffern High
School (now the Junior High)
where I had been a member of the
class of �59, Christ Episcopal
Church (not completely remod-
eled) where I had been married in
�63 to my husband, Ronn, and the
School of the Holy Child (now the
Salvation Army School) where I
had first interviewed, in a state of
near nervous collapse, for a job as
a French teacher, and Good Sa-
maritan Hospital (now with a
whole new wing and 25-cent park-
ing charge) where my three chil-
dren had been born.

Even the Grand Union on Or-
ange Avenue retained an unlikely
spot in my memories because its
arrival in the late 50s in front of
our home on Park Place, replacing
a pretty, old-fashioned village park,
had motivated my parents to buy a
home �out in the country� along
Route 202 where my brothers, sis-
ters, and I had finished our grow-
ing up.

Six years later, my own children
began their growing-up process in a
brown-shingled house on Route 202
just inside the Suffern Village line.
Now, at ages 10, 9, and 7, Gretchen,
Margaret, and Lesley were begin-
ning to build strong friendships and
becoming involved in school and
local activities, and their wishes and
plans served as a strong deterrent to
my increasing desire to live in New
York City.  (I had fallen in love with
New York at age 13 when I saw my
favorite comic-book character, Little
Lulu, up in lights on Times Square
holding her popup Kleenex box.)

However, in the winter of �76, af-
ter celebrating in a startled fashion
my 35th birthday, I decided that my
time was now.  The children had
many years ahead of them in which
to recover from any traumas they
might suffer from being propelled
into urban life, so I began to seri-
ously consider the advantages of liv-
ing in New York.

There were five.  The first, for me,
was the resurrection of glamour.  We
had always enjoyed spending a day
in the city, but the drive in had been
time-consuming and expensive, and
the parking situation was a serious
problem.  Therefore, a permanent
move into the city would give us
quicker and easier access to our fa-
vorite entertainments of the theatre,

by Hattie-Jo and Ronn Mullins
When we moved to Roosevelt Island nearly 32 years

ago, one of our closest friends in Suffern, New York,
our �hometown� about 30 miles northwest of the city,
declared, �You�ll be back in a year.�  She had never
been a fan of New York City and, therefore, probably
underestimated our enthusiasm about the impending
move.  She believed we would ultimately become, at
the least, disappointed, and at the most, intimidated
and disillusioned about living in the �sleepless� city.
Today, we are still friends, but now she knows for
sure, we will never return.

Every May 2, we celebrate, in some fashion, an-
other year as New
Yorkers and more
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,
Roosevelt Island-
ers.  The anniver-
sary serves to re-
mind us how much,
throughout the
years, we have en-
joyed and appreci-
ated living here.
What Roosevelt Is-
land life initially
promised, it has,
for us, mostly de-
livered.  It has been
affordable, spa-
cious, secure, con-
venient, active,
beautiful, exciting,
political, social,
tolerant, and com-
passionate.

We have especially loved and appreciated the ac-
tivism of so many of our fellow residents who have
risen up to defend and protect the above features if
they were threatened.  We have no illusions that some
of the promises, such as affordability, might not have
been retained if it hadn�t been for the Island activists
and sympathetic politicians� spunk and hard work to
maintain that part of the �dream.�  Also, the manage-
ment powers-that-be generally, if not always, learned
from their mistakes. For example, Eastwood�s ground-
floor patio apartments were originally open spaces.
However, fences were eventually built that we be-
lieve helped enclose and protect those areas from
uninvited �guests.�

A feature we recall that was promised and never
materialized was a �traffic-free� environment.  While
that was a disappointment for some residents, it was
not for us.  We believed it was an unrealistic goal, but

Pioneers

After 32 Years, a Look Back to Initial Enthusiasm for the Island...
After Ronn and Hattie-Jo Mullins moved here in 1977, she wrote about
the decision for the Rockland County Journal News.  Her article, published
July 8, 1977, was headlined One Family�s �Escape� to an Urban Island

and a teaser asked, What happens when a family from Suffern trades

the peace and quiet of the suburbs for an apartment on an island in

the middle of the East River?  The couple�s present-day retrospective
(sidebar, below) updates their views after three decades.

our opinion could well have been influenced by the
fact that we own a car, and did not want to think that
its moveability might be curtailed.  An annoying dis-
appointment was the abandonment of the original dog-
free environment.  In the early days, hardly a bark or
yelp could be heard; now barking of all kinds breaks
the stillness of the day until late in the night.

We have experienced many rewards from our life
here. Most importantly, our children were well edu-
cated at P.S./I.S. 217, before entering the NYC pub-
lic high schools, graduating to attend college, and
continuing to graduate schools.  They quickly learned

how to be so-
cially aware,
adaptable, and
compassionate
young adults by
living here in a
culturally, ra-
cially, and eco-
n o m i c a l l y
mixed commu-
nity.  They also
had daily con-
tact with senior
citizens and the
disabled, as
well as experi-
encing myriad
lifestyles as
lived by their
friends.  Today,
they are compe-
tent profes-
sional women

who are experienced, self-confident, understanding,
and, Lord knows, not easily intimidated!

We have benefited from our involvement with the
community over the years.  Hattie-Jo was honored
by being elected by residents of Roosevelt Island to
Community School Board District #2 way back in
1980.  And she also thoroughly enjoyed all the years
she wrote articles for The Island View and The Main
Street WIRE, particularly the profiles of Roosevelt
Island residents, because they represented the impres-
sive array of talented and accomplished people liv-
ing here.  Ronn served for over a decade as treasurer
of the Protestant Parish of the Good Shepherd and
the Good Shepherd Corporation.

Nowadays, our love for New York City is even
greater than it was all those years ago, and since we
live here, Roosevelt Island has to take credit for our
continuing devotion.

by Hattie-Jo and Ronn Mullins

Today

Disappointments?  All Minor...
Mostly, Contentment, and a Dream Fulfilled

unique restaurants, current movies,
parks, zoos, circuses, concerts, sport-
ing events, fabulous stores, and cra-
ziness.

Second, I had a yen for a broader
human experience.  We lived in a
white neighborhood and the chil-
dren attended a 99-to-100-percent
white elementary school.  Ironi-
cally, having spent the early part
of my own childhood in the segre-
gated South, I�d had more associa-
tion with blacks than my northern
children had ever experienced.

Third, I had become increasingly
aware that the upkeep on our two de-
preciating cars was costing us far
more per month than the upkeep on
our three appreciating daughters.  I
wanted out of the endless rounds of
gas station, repairs, licensing, inspec-
tions, chauffeuring, spiraling gas
prices, and the ominous specter of
any future gas lines.  (I was still in
shock from the last one.)

The fourth advantage was related
to my anti-car-itis.  I had a growing
desire to learn to walk again.  I had
begun to live in our station wagon.
Home was just a place to park. My

arms were a steering wheel and my
legs were four whitewall tires with
balding tread.  My daily exercise
was an unending Indianapolis 500
to the grocery stores, post office,
schools, shopping centers, and
other scenic wonders.

I began to notice that pedestrians
all looked happy and well-adjusted.
I wanted the life of a pedestrian that
city life seemed to promise.

I also wanted my husband�s 12-
hour working day to end.  He spent
eight hours of each weekday in his
office, while the other four found
him on the Erie Lackawanna and the
Path tubes just getting there and
back.  Ronn and I had begun think-
ing that it would be a lot more fun to
put some of his lost 80 hours a month

back into our own togetherness and
time with our daughters before they
were grown up and gone.

So we went looking, armed with
our new resolve, and fighting off the
fears of all the bad news of Big City
life that we�d heard and believed for
years.  Everyone, knowledgeable or
not about New York life, had said
that city apartments were small, cost
a fortune and were impossible to
find, anyway, especially in a �de-
cent� neighborhood.  The public
schools, where we wanted the chil-
dren to go, were reputed to be disas-
ter areas of gangs, drug addicts, and
no learning.

We were told that there were far
too many people, dangerous
amounts of pollution, it was impos-

sible to get back to nature, and no-
body cared if �you dropped dead
right in front of them.�  Not to men-
tion the high price of food and crime-
in-the-streets.

So we decided to try Roosevelt
Island.  We crossed the Queensboro
Bridge, drove through a dubious-
looking section of Long Island City
and then over a bright blue bridge
onto what used to be known as Wel-
fare Island, home of a couple of
Manhattan�s major hospitals for the
handicapped, and now renamed
Roosevelt Island.

We had seen it on our trips along
the FDR Drive, sitting in the middle
of the East River between
Manhattan�s upper east side and
Queens (its location disqualified it
as �inner-city�), and we had heard
about it as the �home� of the nation�s
first aerial tramway for urban trans-
portation.  This exotic tram con-
nected Roosevelt Island to Manhat-
tan in 3½ minutes, at 15 miles an
hour, 200 feet high, in a ride across
the East River, and I was enchanted
by the sight of the two cars passing
overhead.

When we had parked in the
island�s huge garage (no traffic is
allowed to park long-term on the
streets), and stepped out to survey
its main street (which to my amuse-
ment is called Main Street), I came
down with a severe case of love at
first sight.  The rectangular-shaded,
stair-steps effect of its poured con-
crete apartment houses lining both
sides of the winding street looked
exactly like my fantasy of a futur-
istic city.

It was quiet, very clean, and a few
people representing both elderly and
young, black, white, and yellow
were strolling along the brick-paved
streets.  The roar of Manhattan could
be heard in the distance like the
sound of the ocean heard inside a
large conch shell.  Farther down the
river on the Manhattan side, the glass
wall of the United Nations building
gleamed in the sunlight.  This place
was beautiful.  I held my breath all
the way to the rental office.

Once there, we could hardly be-
lieve how quickly our fears about
city life disappeared.  We learned that
one huge complex, Eastwood, was
the government-subsidized, low-in-
come housing unit for which we
qualified.  With three children, we
could have a four-bedroom apart-
ment with a relatively broad range
of choice in location.  The renting
had just opened up to families, as the
first month�s renting had concen-
trated on apartments for the senior
citizens and the handicapped.  (The
apartments for the latter are espe-
cially designed fo their needs.)

A seven-room apartment would
cost us $421 a month, including utili-
ties.  Our children would be attend-
ing schools right across the street
from our complex, as the island�s
educational programs included pre-
school through ninth grade.

They would even be coming home
for lunch (�Nothing is perfect,� I told
myself on hearing that piece of
news), and for after school the tre-
mendous variety of parks, hiding
areas, playgrounds, and inner court-
yards would enable the girls to bi-
cycle, skateboard (we�d been afraid
to get them skateboards when we
lived on route 202), and play base-
ball and soccer.

In making this change we did feel
that we had one large advantage.  We
had rented our home in Suffern,
which spared us the energy-sapping
anxieties of trying to sell the house,
and freed us to move when we chose
to.  We decided to do so before the
end of this school year in order for
our children to make some new
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... And Satisfaction With the Decision to Become Pioneers Here
friends before the long summer va-
cation began.

There are eight million stories in
the naked city, as the opening lines
of an old television show used to
say, and in the last six weeks, we
have added our own story.  We
have experienced the ridiculous in
the craziness of the cablevision
man who nodded his head, moved
his lips, and giggled hysterically to
himself the whole time he was in
our apartment hooking up the tele-
vision.  (The two cats and I were
all alone with him, and even the
cats were big-eyeing him).

We have experienced the sublime
in our sky rides over the East River,
where we wave to the other passing

tram (I bet they don�t do that on the
Erie Lackawannas), and the sublime-
sublime at the Tavern on the Green
restaurant in Central Park, where the
decor makes one feel that she�s view-
ing life from inside a birthday cake,
and the food is almost worth the $40
lunch check.

We have survived the instant di-
vorce land of unpacking.  In order
to fit in here, we had to throw out
even more stuff, including our whis-
key sour glasses which, according to
Ronn, we never use.  The first time
we entertained, the people wanted
whiskey sours.  See what I mean?

And we have even survived the
children�s first day in a new school,
when my oldest daughter sat in her

chair between two wild-looking kids,
punching at each other, and glared
at me unforgivingly.  We have
cringed in discovery that to join a
swimming pool on the island would
cost our family $500 a year as com-
pared with the Suffern Memorial
Pool family membership of $30.  We
have cheered to discover that the
Long Island beaches are only 45
minutes away, and we�d rather swim
in the ocean anyway!

We have watched with pleasure
the children�s comfort and
unselfconscious friendliness with
their racially mixed friends, and we
have looked at the clock in amaze-
ment when Ronn arrives home, smil-
ing, at 5:30 in the evening.

sociation, $5,000 (full request), for
gardening supplies.

� Roosevelt Island Day Nursery,
$4,000 ($35,000 requested) for
scholarships.

The RIOC Board is expected to
consider the RIRA recommenda-
tions at its March 26 meeting.

Two organizations received no
allocation.  The Child School had
asked for $5,847, but was turned
down because, Marcus said in ex-
plaining the committee�s choices,
almost all beneficiaries of the ex-
penditure would be non-residents
� the children who arrive and leave
each day on school buses.

Orphans International (OI) re-
quested $15,000, part of which was
to cover a $5,000 electric bill for its
quarters on Main Street.  The bill was
paid by RIOC and passed on to OI.
The organization, which provides
family settings for orphans in sev-
eral countries, also asked for fund-
ing for an internship and job-skills
training program conducted on the
Island.  Common Councilors voted
overwhelmingly against the funds
requested by OI, but then volun-
teered in equal numbers to help raise
the funds to pay the unexpected elec-
tric bill if paying it remains a condi-
tion of OI continuing to occupy its
Main Street quarters.

The committee provided guide-
lines for future applicants that in-
clude such criteria as consideration
of the proportion of residents (vs.
non-residents) served by the pro-
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Films about two remarkable women will be shown
at Gallery RIVAA in celebration of Women�s History
Month.

The first, scheduled for Sunday, March 15, at 2:00
p.m., is A Midwife�s Tale, about the extraordinary life
of Martha Ballard, a midwife and mother living in
Maine in 1785. Ballard kept a diary of her twenty-years
of service as a midwife to the women of the community
in the years following the American Revolution.

The second, Saturday, March 28, will focus on
Nellie Bly, who investigated the Island�s Pauper Lu-
natic Asylum in the 19th century.

Both are sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation and the Historical Society.

Martha Ballard was �a midwife of English ances-
try who trained informally with other women,� ac-
cording to Megan Elias, a professor of history at
Queensboro Community College.  �She was highly
skilled and had a remarkable record, losing very few

of community elections to nominate community members for the
Governor�s consideration.

In the February election, six residents were nominated to the RIOC
Board, including Kalkin and Polivy.  Dr. Kathie Grimm, Kalkin, and
Fay Christian, who were among the top six vote-getters in that election,
now serve on the RIOC Board.  Polivy�s appointment is pending.  The
third- and fourth-highest winners in the February 5 election, Erin Feely-
Nahem and Frank Farance, were not appointed; Farance subsequently
ran for and won the presidency of the Residents Association.

In the planned May election process, nominees will be chosen for
RIOC Board seats that are currently open or are expected to become open
shortly.  RIRA will forward the names of the winners, but will also remind
the Governor�s Appointments Office that Feely-Nahem and Farance were
winners in the 2008 election and remain available for appointment.

Briefly...
Longtime resident Joe Cristiano

died last week.  The WIRE hopes to
have an obituary in a future issue.

The WIRE�s Roosevelt Island
Contacts List is distributed with
this issue (as an insert).  It will be
republished soon.  Organizations
and businesses are asked to provide
updates and changes as soon as
possible to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Weekends without subways are
coming back (see page 10).

Public Purpose from page 1

by Jennifer Dunning
The temperature has dropped to 27 degrees, the bit-

terly cold air coating each drift of snow in an icy cara-
pace. People pass by, plump in extra layers of cloth-
ing put on as protection against the pushing wind.
And somewhere on Roosevelt Island, a frightened pet
cat struggles to survive in that unfamiliar and unfor-
giving world, abandoned because of sickness or preg-
nancy, perhaps, or the nuisance or expense of neuter-
ing, spaying, or otherwise caring for a once-chosen and
o n c e - c h e r i s h e d
friend.

Winter is a favor-
ite time for dumping
cats on the Island.
Over the past three
months, four new
cats have been seen
at the edges of the
outdoor-cat colonies
that dot the area,
spotted by volun-
teers for Island Cats,
formed in 2005 to
neuter and care for
the Island�s longtime
population of feral
and stray cats.

These cats have
not been reported as
lost, and no one ap-
pears to be looking
for them. Sadly, Is-
land Cats can no
longer provide temporary or permanent homes for the
cats. Judging from adoption events, there seems to be
little interest in taking home anything but kittens, so
charmingly small until they grow to be adults.  And
the group�s foster homes are full.

So there seems to be little choice but to leave the
cats outdoors, suddenly thrown out, without time to
grow protective winter coats, into a world without
walls where traffic roars by and where food and shel-
ter, if any are found, are the hard-won province of

Election from page 1

Observing Women�s History Month

Cats Being Abandoned Here, Illegally

babies and no mothers in her long practice.�  Elias
calls the film a compelling and accurate representa-
tion of the role and responsibilities of the midwife in
early American history.

In Ballard�s time, women of all classes used mid-
wives, because very few doctors wanted to be in-
volved in obstetrics.  But, Elias says, by the early 19th
century, doctors were beginning to assert authority
over midwives.  Delivery by doctor became a choice
of the wealthy, while delivery by midwife became the
less expensive choice of the poor.  Midwives tended
to be women of the middle class, respected by their
neighbors, but not so refined as to be unsuited for the
work they needed to do.

In the 1970s, feminism and a countercultural move-
ment brought back the midwife and home birth.  To-
day, with another wave of renewed interest, some
hospitals are working with midwives, opening deliv-
ery rooms to many different styles of delivery.

other, turf-protective cats.  �Most lost or abandoned
cats, frightened and lonely, die of exposure, starva-
tion, or dehydration,� says an Island animal rescuer
with 20 years of experience.

It is sometimes argued that the outdoors is the his-
toric natural environment for cats.  But domestic ani-
mals are no more the primitive creatures that once
roamed the earth than Roosevelt Islanders are pre-
historic humans, dressed in animal skins that would
never be mistaken for the parkas and thick overcoats

that warm them to-
day as they dart from
one heated enclave
to another.

Abandoning pets
is illegal in New
York State, punish-
able by up to one
year in jail and/or a
$1,000 fine.  And so,
in an attempt to curb
the dumping of pets
� and help to find
lost ones � Island
Cats has created Op-
eration Archy. Pho-
tographs of aban-
doned cats will be
published in The
WIRE in the hope that
the cats and their
owners will be recog-
nized.  A $500 reward
will be offered for in-

formation that leads to the conviction of the person aban-
doning the cat, payable on conviction.

Dumping is not the only alternative.  Island Cats,
though a small all-volunteer group, will provide lists
of no-kill shelters and information on programs that
may help pet owners keep their cats.  (Organizations
offering free or low-cost neutering, for example, in-
clude the ASPCA at www.aspca.org and 212-876-7700
and the Humane Society of New York at
www.humanesocietyny.org and 212-752-4842, which is a
block from the tram.  Another good source for infor-
mation is the Mayor�s Alliance for NYC�s Animals at
www.animalalliancenyc.org and 212-252-2350.)

Island Cats, reachable at 212-593-1054 and
ri.cats@yahoo.com, welcomes  inquiries from anyone
interested in offering a loving, responsible home for
Bart, Boo, or Keecka, whose bios and photos may be
seen at www.islandcats.org, or in  providing foster homes
for abandoned pet cats.

Warning:

Credit Card Fraud Here
The U.S. Secret Service has issued an alert that a

cluster of some 35 cases of credit-card fraud have
occurred on Roosevelt Island recently.

gram, the number who are eco-
nomically disadvantaged, the his-
tory of service to the community,
its level of volunteerism, and the
availability of matching grants �
asking whether a public-purpose
grant will improve the group�s
chances of getting funds from out-
side sources.  The full listing of
guidelines is online with this issue
of The WIRE at nyc10044.com, or at
tinyurl.com/c9nz22.  It also recom-
mended to RIOC that submission
deadlines be publicized well in ad-
vance to allow organizations the
time necessary to prepare applica-
tions and have them approved in-
ternally.

Common Councilors on the com-
mittee, in addition to its chair, Steve
Marcus, were:  Jim Bates, Phoebe
Flynn, Dolores Green, Matthew Katz,
Nikki Leopold, Margie Smith, Lynne
Strong-Shinozaki, and Lydia Tang.



Four Danish Modern-style wood dining
chairs, seat & back upholstered in lightly
worn beige fabric. Replace fabric, good as
new.  E-mail nyc10044@nyc.rr.com.

unClassifieds
50¢ a word � 212-751-8214

Deadline for March 21 issue:  Tuesday, March 17
Deadline for April 4 issue:  Tuesday, March 31

RIVERCROSS SUBLET � Furnished.
Two yrs starting July �09, preferably.  3
bedrooms on 1 floor, 2½ baths.  Call
917-714-8038.

SPECIAL-NEEDS TUTORING � Ap-
plied Behavioral Analysis for students
on the Spectrum  � Orton-Gilligham for
students with reading disabilities  � All
ages  � Sliding scale.  Susan
212-246-0485.

PIANO LESSONS with conservatory-
trained Irene Clark.  Adult refresher
course or creative fun class for young-
sters.  Great results reading music and
playing quickly.  Affordable.
917-655-0028.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group.  Call
212-355-3848.

AVON AGENTS WANTED � Work
from home.  Call 888-269-2616 or
www.phoneavon.com. thru 10/1

FREE STANLEY/FULLER BRUSH
dealership, websites, 888-351-2751
www.mycasusa.com.   thru 8/29/09 issue

ACUPUNCTURE � home visit or
office.  Call Anne Kanninen
917-282-7328.

TUTORING � English professor
available.  Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis.  646-319-3873.

www.EverythingUniversal.com �
Unique, diverse, unusual website.
There is something here for everyone!
If you cannot find it here, you cannot
find it anywhere.

CLEANING SERVICE � Residential
and professional.  Proprietor of 17
years is RI resident.  Bonded &
insured.  Same personnel each visit.
Call 212-688-6712.

NOTARY PUBLIC � Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days.  212-593-0750.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING
� Prompt service.  212-935-7510.
Beeper 917-483-1020.

MASSAGE THERAPY � Zen Marie
Holmes, NYC Licensed Massage
Therapist, 13 years of experience,
Island resident.  Acupressure, Swed-
ish, Pregnancy and Hot Stone Mas-
sage.  Home visits for women.  Home
visits for men by referral only.
917-312-8709.

MAIN STREET THEATRE AND
DANCE ALLIANCE � Ongoing registra-
tion for dance and theatre classes.  212-
371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

BARTERING for HandyPerson
services � bookcase, recliner with
wheels for large person.  Contact Beth
� 212-593-1882.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the
Island.  Any level.  Call 212-829-1406.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist � Island resi-
dent Diana Brill.  Gift certificates
available.  212-759-9042.

AVON Representative � Roosevelt
Island.  www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

COMPUTER REPAIR, viruses re-
moved.  917-916-5306.  thru 2/22/08

TV SET � 13-inch color, great 2nd set
for kitchen or bedroom or child�s room,
OK for off-air reception with converter
($40 gov�t coupon included) or for
cable.  Best offer before 3/27 (date
coupon expires).  Call 212-832-3456.

NOTARY PUBLIC � 212-935-7534.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED � Volunteer
with the Icla da Silva Foundation and
help save lives.  212-593-0474.

CAT SITTER � VACATION IN PEACE
� Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc.  212-751-8214.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CON-
TRACTOR � Excellent Island refer-
ences, fully insured.  Free estimate.
212-751-8214.

The WIRE runs on volunteer power!
We may need help with distribution in
your building (call 212-935-7534), or
join us for our Friday-morning stuffing
session (212-826-9056), or try your
hand at reporting (917-617-0449).
Other help is needed, too.  What
would you like to do?

MOVING?  Use WIRE classifieds to
sell the stuff you�d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt
Island and turn your discards into
dollars.  212-751-8214.

Have something you�re ready to
give away, free, that might be
useful to another WIRE reader?
Find its new owner with your free ad here, up to 25 words plus phone
and/or e-mail address. Send by e-mail to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave as hard copy addressed to The$%&' at the front desk, 531
Main Street (Rivercross). Whether or not you include your phone
number in your ad, include it in your e-mail or note so that we can
contact you if there is a question.
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RIRA Column from page 3

vides advice to RIOC and, thus, this might
affect a board member�s fiduciary responsi-
bility.  My immediate reaction is Hogwash!
Could you explain how RIOC Board Mem-
bers� decision-making is affected?  Isn�t
RIOC�s argument the same one against
John F. Kennedy becoming the U.S. Presi-
dent, because he was Catholic and might
take direction from the Pope and not the
public?  It also reminds me of the Decem-
ber issue regarding the RIOC employee
who was harassed and lost his work be-
cause he joined RIRA � RIOC and the State
seem to have a punitive approach to people
involved in RIRA.

But let�s get back to the worrisome issue
of RIOC Board members and their fiduciary
responsibility: why do they show no inter-
est in the long-term budget and long-term
financial viability of RIOC?  Shouldn�t this
be their most fundamental concern?
Shouldn�t they be asking the same questions
about RIOC�s finances?

3.  First Lego League.  Through the
Roosevelt Island Youth Program, Michael
Acevedo and I will be helping Island kids
build Lego-based robots this spring for a
robot competition.  I�ll have more details
soon, see firstlegoleague.org.

4.  Adult Softball League.  I used to run
the Roosevelt Island Softball League (slow
pitch, 6-12 arc) in the 1990�s and I�m think-
ing about it this year.  We need at least 3-4
teams.  We�ll decide on co-ed or separate
men/women teams depending on the turn
out.

Organizations:
Update your Contacts List
Information.  Send changes
and additions to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.



Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

Alyssa Harrison Siegel, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  �  Roosevelt Island  �  212-753-5505

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,

United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday � 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday � 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Now in practice on Roosevelt Island

Robert Shick, DMD
Dental Love, LLC

practicing at the former offices of
Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS

Insurance plans accepted:
Assurant, Aetna, Cigna, Metlife, Delta, Empire, Connection,
Guardian, GHI, United Health Care, Geha, Ameritas, Careington,
Comp Benefits, Humana, Northeast Dental, United Concordia,
Principal, and others.

212-752-8722
501A Main Street

(south end of the Rivercross building)
www.mydentallove.com
WALK-INS WELCOME

Monday-Thursday 9:00-6:30, Friday 9:00-3:00

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island For Over 15 Years
Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

� Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
� Suede, Leathers, & Furs Cleaned
� Corporate Accounts Welcome
� Complimentary Laundry Bag
� Draperies & All Household Items

29-09 Broadway � Astoria NY 11106

TEL / Fax:  718-726-2336

� Expert European Tailoring
� Storage Available
� Shirts Laundered
� Concierge or To Your Door
� Convenient Monthly Billing

Laguardia $16
Newark $65 & toll

Kennedy $32

Reliable

AIRPORT
transportation

Perm ................. 70
Eyebrow ............. 8
Chin or cheeks ... 8
Upper lip ............. 7
Full leg or arm .. 30
Half leg or arm . 20
Bikini ................ 15
Massage ........... 70

Barber Services
Available Now!

Men�s cut .... 16.50
Boy�s cut .......... 12

Beauty Salon
of Roosevelt Island

212-688-0055

We do

Brazilian

Keratin

Straightening

Women�s cut .... 23
Girls� cut ........... 15
Blowdry ............ 23
Cut & blow ....... 36
Color & blow .... 50
Highlights ......... 95
Partial highlights ... 65
Relaxer ............. 60

Senior Special Tuesday & Wednesday 20%-30% Off
523 Main Street, Roosevelt Island � Tue-Sat 9-7, Sun 10-7
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ARE YOUR PARENTS

GETTING FRAILER?
DON�T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP:  Save You Time � Save You Money � Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the illnesses and handicaps.  We can guide you
and help you think things through.  We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076
531 Main Street

~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net

A Family Assistance Network

Longtime Island resident will feed
and lovingly care for your cat
while you are away, making sure
your pet is safe and happy at
home.  (Also will help with mail,
plants, etc.)  Top references.



Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation

Open to People of All Faith Backgrounds.

�You don�t have to go off the Island
to find a great little church!�

Special Reading/Study Group
�The Return of the Prodigal Son�

By Acclaimed Author Henri Nouwen
Every Wednesday in Lent,

7:00 p.m., 546 Main Street, 8th Floor
Call for more information

Lew Johnson, Vicar  �  917-843-3338
Visit us on the web!

www.goodshepherdchapel.net
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

CALL 212-371-4449 FOR INFORMATION
www.mstda.org

548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044

ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

BALLET   •   JAZZ   •   CREATIVE DRAMA
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PILATES   •  TAP  •   MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP  
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THEATRE!

DANCE!

FITNESS!
GREAT CLASSES

 AVAILABLE

 FOR ALL AGES

    ballet  •  yoga  •  chi kung  

tap •  jazz • pilates • aeropump 

• 10-class cards available for

    adult dance & fitness classes •

JOIN NOW!

Shop 24/7: www.doorstorefurniture.com • (877) DOOR STORE

MANHATTAN • BROOKLYN • QUEENS • WESTCHESTER• LONG ISLAND • NEW JERSEY 

UPPER EAST SIDE: 969 3rd Ave. at 58th St. (212) 421-5271 MIDTOWN: 1 Park Ave. at 33rd St. (212) 679-9700 

CHELSEA: 123 W. 17th St. Bet. 6th & 7th Aves. (212) 627-1515 BROOKLYN, NY: Showroom & Clearance Store, 475 Atlantic Ave.,

near 3rd (718) 237-6888 QUEENS, NY: 88-12 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst.Across from Queens Center mall. Free parking! (718)

478-DOOR SCARSDALE, NY: Showroom & Clearance Store, 945 Central Ave, Midway Shopping Center, near 

Panera Bread (914) 723-5313 CARLE PLACE, NY: 167 Old Country Rd, next to Panera Bread. Across from Roosevelt Field 

Mall. (516) 747-DOOR MANHASSET, NY: 1457 Northern Blvd. at Shelter Rock Rd, opp. Lord & Taylor. 

(516) 627-2420 SECAUCUS, NJ: Showroom & Clearance Store, 100 Enterprise Ave. South (201) 864-8844 

Open the door to great savings.

10% reduction is off our Key Low Price.  In addition, use a Preferred Method of Payment, get an additional discount in the amount of
the applicable sales tax rate (order paid in full with cash, debit card, cashier’s or bank check at time of purchase). Preferred Payment
discount available in-store only.March into Savings discount does not apply to special order or free shipping items. Sale ends 3/31/09. 
*Price reflects 18.37% discount (based on NYC tax rate) when using a Preferred Method of Payment.

March into Savings!
Wizard Media Wall† $48999 key price

NOW $39999* 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

†Base with 
2 drawers comes with

removable back panel
(shown) made from

wood solids and veneers.
Can hold up to 60" tv.

Assembly required.

12-month

finance offer!

Ask for details.

cd storage!

�

Choose from wenge
(right), walnut or 

hi-gloss white finish

Save 10% off our low key prices on all stock items!


