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Roosevelt Island’s Next Decade –
Islanders Share Ideas and Hopes

Asked for their “big ideas” for
the next decade, Roosevelt Island-
ers demonstrate the Island’s diver-
sity once again, even while rein-
forcing some common themes.

Last issue, The WIRE asked for
those “big idea” contributions.
They rolled in, taking the form of
lists and essays.  (They are still
welcome for a follow-up article in
a future issue.)

Here’s a sampling.
Southtown resident Sally Ham-

burger wants the next decade to
include ferry service in Southtown
to “relieve subway congestion and
attract visitors to Roosevelt Is-
land.”

by Jim Baehler
Table tennis, anyone?
That’s the rallying cry for George Braithwaite, the

man who will head up a new table tennis program at
Sportspark.  Braithwaite, an Island resident since
1976, is more familiarly known as
“The Chief” in recognition of his
many accomplishments in tourna-
ments around the world, and his
many years of service to the United States Table Ten-
nis Association (also known as USA Table Tennis, or
USATT).

The program is already under way, but on Wednes-
day night (February 3; ad, page 16), an exhibition at
Sportspark will launch an expanded program under
Braithwaite’s direction, with his coaching.  The official
opening of the program is scheduled at Sportspark in
April.

George Braithwaite is uniquely qualified to initiate
and supervise a developmental table tennis program.
He began his athletic career at an early age in Guyana,
where he was a national sprint champion at 100 and

Hamburger says that, within the
next 10 years, those visitors will
be attracted by FDR Four Free-
doms Park.  They “will help revi-
talize our stores by spending their
money here for goods, food, and
drinks.”

She also wants to see coopera-
tion between the Residents Asso-
ciation and the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC),
“working together to maintain and
improve the Island for the benefit
of residents.”

Finally, she calls for the Public
Library branch to become the
community center.  It “needs more
and better space, and an active pro-
gram to involve the community not
only in books but also in commu-
nity events.”

Author Gwynne Forster also
cites the Library as the potential
“hub of literary
and cultural ac-
tivity.  We need
town-hall-type
lectures and a
return to the
weekly story
hours for young
children.  Published and aspiring
authors on the Island need library
support for book signings, read-
ings, and writing workshops.”
Writing groups and literary criti-
cism groups should be able to have
meetings in the library, she writes.
But she’d like more to be done than
in the past.  “Of the several free
writing workshops I voluntarily
conducted at our library, not one
was publicized by the library.”

Rivercross resident Larry
Parnes lists four goals:

• “Fill the Main Street commer-
cial spaces.  We need a bakery and
a greengrocer,” and he adds a fish
store and an ice cream place to that
list.  “The produce stand outside
the subway station is great, but it’s
not there in cold weather and not
convenient to just walk to.”

• “Close Public Safety and es-
tablish a satellite NYPD precinct
– an old idea that should be recon-
sidered.”

• “Finish Southtown, but only
with affordable housing, to
strengthen the Island’s diversity.”
When his family moved here,
Parnes writes, “the Island was di-
verse ethnically, economically, and
from an age perspective.”  While
still diverse, Parnes says “we are
heading toward homogeneity” and,
“That trend must stop.”

• As a “pie in the sky” idea,
Parnes suggests a pedestrian
bridge to Manhattan.  “It could be
similar to the Millennium Bridge
in London and connect to Manhat-
tan at the former heliport.  Large

ships could still use the east chan-
nel of the river.”

Max Trukhin likes the idea of a
footbridge.  “It would boost tour-
ism and ease the crowding in the
subway station and on the Tram.

Getting on and off the Island are
on the minds of Nina Lublin, Bob
Chira, and Jonathan Kalkin
(more on pages 10 and 11).

Former RIRA President Steve
Marcus likes the bridge idea, but
sees it as access to the pedestrian
walkway of the Queensboro
Bridge.

With others, Marcus wants to
“trade in Public Safety for a few
City or State police,” wants to see
Westview, Island House,  and
Rivercross privatized (Eastwood
already has been), wants the pizza
parlor and bakery restored to
Main Street, and wants improved

community access to our sports
fields.

Dr. Jack Resnick would like to
see a halt to the trend at Roosevelt
Landings (Eastwood).  “Within a
few years, this [aging] community
will dwindle and ultimately disap-
pear.  When my homebound pa-
tients move away or pass on, their
apartments are renovated and be-
come unavailable to the frail, the
elderly, and the disabled.  Our
country’s population is aging rap-
idly.  We need more, not less, old-
age-friendly housing.”  Agreeing
with the thrust of a Larry Parnes
wish, Resnick adds, “The next
three [Southtown] buildings
should be dedicated to housing for
the elderly and disabled.  Roose-
velt Island should retain and per-
fect what it already is – a great re-
tirement community.”

“Life here is great now.  Let’s
expand on it,” writes L. Scot Bobo,
who has been active with the
Island’s youth activities.  “Let’s
have more of the same: More
people, more neighbors, more chil-
dren, and more activities for them
to do, including a bigger theater so
more people can enjoy the wonder-
ful shows, a bigger Youth Center,
sports fields in better shape...”

Bobo, like others, calls for an
improvement of the overall Main
Street retail picture.

Activities and leisure programs
work for Ron Becker, who runs
therapeutic recreation at Coler-

Olympics Honoree, a Ping Pong Diplomat,
Sparking a New Program at Sportspark

200 meters and excelled at cricket and soccer.  In 1959,
he came to the United States to attend City College.
He was living in Brooklyn in the summer, waiting for
the college semester to begin, when a neighbor who
was a member of the U.N. cricket team invited George

to join him when the team played a
match on Long Island.  The team
turned out to be a player short, and
George was invited to play.  He

scored 25 runs in his first game, and was asked to
become a full member of the team.  He quickly be-
came its star, serving as the lead-off batsman and scor-
ing as many as 99 runs in one game.  At the end of the
summer season, the captain suggested that George
apply for a job at the U.N.  He did, passed the clerical
exam, and was assigned, not coincidentally, to the
documents section where the cricket captain was the
supervisor.  While working, he attended school part-
time, and took up running with the New York Pio-
neer Track and Field Club.

George says he enjoyed his work at the U.N., but
needed an outlet for his energy during the winter,
when running was not feasible and cricket play was
suspended.  He discovered that an upper floor at the
U.N. had a Ping Pong table, and he began playing
there during his lunch hour and after work.  Blessed
with exceptional eye-hand coordination and the per-
sistence needed to succeed in any endeavor, he soon
began entering tournaments with considerable suc-
cess, and in 1968 won the United States Class A table
tennis championship.

In 1971, George won the Caribbean and Central
American Championships in Kingston, Jamaica.  Later
that year, he was selected to be a member of the U.S.
team that traveled to China, a nation with which the
U.S. then had no diplomatic relations – it was this
“Ping Pong Diplomacy” by President Richard Nixon’s
administration that opened the door for Nixon’s visit
the next year.

In China, George won two matches and lost one
against opponents who were, in effect, full-time pro-
fessionals.  While there, George was on a bus with
other team members and some Chinese government
officials. One of them, apparently aware of George’s
U.N. employment, sat next to him and asked if he
thought China should be admitted to the United Na-
tions.  At the time, the China seat was occupied by

Inside:
On pages 10-11, eight Islanders
share their thoughts on the
community’s future.

See Future, page 6
Essays on pages 10-11

In the ’70s, George Braithwaite (left) was part of Ping Pong diplomacy.
Today, the 34-year resident is heading a table tennis program at
Sportspark for RIOC.  He spoke about the program Wednesday night as
RIOC Recreation Director Mike Smith listened.

Players polished their Ping Pong skills Wednesday night in the run-up to introduction of a new Sportspark program.

See Braithwaite, page 6

The State Senate has confirmed Margie Smith and
Michael Shinozaki to the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).  Dr.
Kathie Grimm has been confirmed in a reappointment.

Smith and Shinozaki vied in May 2009, in a field
of four, for two nominations by residents to the Board.
Grimm received a community nomination in the first
balloting of its kind, in February 2008, and was seated
in June of that year.  Shinozaki was originally ap-
pointed in 2004, before the system of nomination by
residents’ ballots was instituted.  (In April 2007, after
being named to the RIOC Presidency by Governor Eliot
Spitzer, Steve Shane suggested the new system during
his confirmation meeting with the RIOC Board.)

Leaving the Board are H. Patrick Stewart and
Charlee Miller.  Stewart has served since 1999, and
Miller since 2007.

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
February 18, at 4:30 p.m.

Three Confirmed
To RIOC Board
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local inter-
est to the community, and to/from officials.
Requests for a Name Withheld signature will
be considered, but the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; letters
submitted anonymously will not be pub-
lished.  Submit letters by e-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or on a disk
left at the desk at 531 Main Street, ad-
dressed to The WIRE.  If you e-mail, ex-
pect a confirming response and, if you re-
ceive none, resend and call 212-826-9056
to alert us that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow
extra time for typesetting.  Clearly handwrit-
ten letters will be considered, if brief.  We
are not able to take telephone dictation of
letters.  All letters are subject to accep-
tance and editing for length and clarity.
Recommended maximum length, 350
words; longer letters will be considered if
their content merits the required space.

To the Editor:
Two items in the January 16

WIRE caught my attention.
Mary Cavanaugh expressed con-

cern about the ongoing preferen-
tial and free on-street parking of
one particular car.  For sure, Pub-
lic Safety appears to have differ-
ing rules for issuing parking tick-
ets.  As Mary noted, the Public
Safety officers will frequently
make a phone call before issuing/
not issuing a ticket.   There must
be a closely guarded list of vehicles
to be excused from being ticketed.
Beyond that, there must be some
general rules known to the PS traf-
fic checkers – after the light snow-
fall of last week, judging by the
four to six hours of undisturbed
snow on Main Street windshields,
there were a whole series of cars
parking well over the time limit for
on-street parking.   Can The WIRE
find out what the rules are, and to
whom they apply?

Steve Shane, in his excellent bi-
weekly report on RIOC doings,
noted that Gristedes needs to be
revitalized.   He suggests that the
Island residents have to know
about Gristedes’ offerings.   Long
before Steve arrived on the Island,
Gristedes got mad at The WIRE and
withdrew any further advertising.
In addition to the general sugges-
tions made by Mr.   Shane, it is pa-
tently evident that Gristedes would
be helping themselves by renew-
ing regular advertising in the Island
newspaper, which is delivered free
to every Island resident.

David J.  Bauer

To the Editor:
The new rear-door circuitous ac-

cess to the elevator for the syna-
gogue and Cultural Center, shock-
ingly imposed on the disabled and
seniors in September due to expan-
sion of the Public Safety office, is
a flagrant disregard of ADA regu-
lations and plain common decency.
It can be somewhat assuaged if Pub-
lic Safety Chief Guerra would deign
to allow attendees the use of the old
Main Street entrance, and passage
through this new Public Safety space
to said elevator, which now finds it-
self situated behind this newly en-
larged “military installation,” but he
sits firmly opposed.

The back door now sports three
red dumpsters to its immediate
right, plus the huge green genera-
tor that will power Public Safety
in the event of a power failure.  I
wonder if I'd be permitted, in such
an event, to enter from Main Street
to plug in my respirator.

More to the point of legal access:
My apartment rent now compares
with those luxury rentals down the
road. The amenities certainly do
not.

To my chagrin and bewilder-
ment, neither (1) the Jewish Con-
gregation, nor (2) the Cultural Cen-
ter, nor (3) RIRA, nor (4) the
Mayor's Office for the Disabled,
nor (5) the Human Rights Commis-
sion, nor (6) Lenox Hill Neighbor-
hood House, nor (7) the Roosevelt
Island Disabled Association has
deigned to support this struggle.

There truly is no justice; it seems
the military has total control, and
business as usual rules this sorry
roost.

Sharon Stern

To the Editor:
Regarding RIOC plans to alter

the bus route:  I suggest keeping
the present bus route and directing
all other traffic to Main Street.  The
West Roadway is curved next to
the subway station and safety for
pedestrians is further diminished
due to the many private cars and
commercial trucks (for construc-
tion, merchants, and hospital)
which could and should use Main
Street both ways (East Roadway).

Mogens Petersen

To the Editor:
In the continued absence of any

emergency evacuation routes from
Roosevelt Island, I would like to
see some docking facilities incor-
porated in the FDR Park, probably
on the East Side,

• partly for use by visitors from
Manhattan and Queens, as there
are not many parking facilities, and

• partly to be available to resi-
dents in case of an emergency
evacuation.

The docking facility would be
very useful during the construction
of the memorial, and it would be
shortsighted not to evaluate this
aspect and, hopefully, allow for it
in the final plans.

M.J. Petersen
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To the Editor:
On Saturday morning, several of

the participants in planning
Blackwell Park walked through the
site to understand more clearly, and
in three dimensions, what exists
today.  This was a useful memory
aid, given the many elements that
the park includes.

I was dismayed to see that the
grass verge between the basketball
courts and the East Channel Prom-
enade has been turned into a dog
toilet.  The amount of animal fe-
ces was indicative of the disregard
that some pet owners have for the
law and for common courtesy.  As
we approach a plan that will in-
clude more and better use of
Blackwell Park, especially for chil-
dren, it seems to me that this nasty
habit needs to be nipped in the bud.
Cleaning up after your pet should
be encouraged (and enforced) all
over the Island, but especially here.

I hope that signage clarifying the
penalties for not cleaning up after
your dog will be displayed here.
Also, I think a period of observa-
tion and ticketing by Public Safety
during significant dog-walking
hours might go far to change the
slovenly habits of what I hope is
just a few of my neighbors.

Matt Katz

To the Editor:
From the last edition of The

WIRE, it appears that permits have
not yet been obtained from the City
for the cranes or for the work on
the towers.  Also, it does not ap-
pear that permission for street clo-
sures, as well as closures for the
59th Street Bridge, have been ap-
proved.

If the permits and permission for
closures have not yet been ob-
tained, why is the Tram closing on
March 1?

Lawrence Intenzo

RIOC President
Steve Shane responds:

The engineers have submitted
plans to the Department of Build-
ings and the Department of Trans-
portation for all of the work to be
accomplished, have received com-
ments, and have resubmitted with
the corrections, without further ob-
jection.  The permits themselves,
requiring the payment of filing fees
and for a limited time, are, as a
matter of standard practice, not
taken out until immediately before
the commencement of the actual
work.  To our consulting engineer’s
satisfaction, all is in readiness for
the project to be fully commenced
on March 1.

Other letters
about Orphans
International, from
Jim Luce and
Doris Chernik,
appear on page 12.

To the Editor:
In response to Jim Luce’s letter

to the editor [The WIRE, January
16], the Board of Directors of Or-
phans International America would
like to take the opportunity to clear
up several misconceptions.  We
have not come forward previously
because it was never our intention
to turn this into a public battle,
whose only casualties would be the
children in the various projects, but
we can no longer sit idly by while
stories are spun and the public is
misled.

We are all in agreement that Jim
Luce founded an exceptional orga-
nization many years ago, initially
born from a genuine desire to help
humanity, and that many children’s
lives have been impacted in a posi-
tive way.  But somewhere along the
way, something
went terribly
awry and the
current Board
of Directors
was forced to
catapult into ac-
tion.  Each and
every single
member of the
current board
has volunteered hands-on either
with one or more of the OI projects
or at a similar organization.  We
all know firsthand the intricacies
of sustaining a non-profit organi-
zation with an all-volunteer staff,
as well as the hardships faced by
the most vulnerable of children on
a daily basis.  We were all im-
pressed by Jim Luce’s work and
joined forces with him and each
other out of a common desire to
help make a difference.

Jim Luce claims that last fall,
Orphans International Worldwide
(OIWW) and the former Orphans
International America (OIA)
parted ways because OIWW decer-
tified OIA.  This is not true.  In
actuality, last fall, the board of di-
rectors of OIA asked Jim Luce to
step down prior to any ‘decertifi-
cation.’  In attempting to carry out
its responsibility, the board felt that
there were too many unanswered
questions, and in good conscience
could not allow the situation to
continue as it was.

Jim Luce claims that the former
OIA was taken over in a palace
coup.  The truth of the matter is that
there is nothing former about OIA;
it is currently functioning as it should
be – an organization dedicated to
ensuring the well-being of orphaned
and abandoned children around the
world.  And there was no palace
coup.  After unsuccessfully seek-
ing detailed information regarding
allocation of expenses that went
unanswered, the board, which has

fiduciary responsibilities, had no
other option but to take decisive
measures in the best interests of the
organization and the children we
are committed to protecting.

OIA was not at any point in time
forced to do anything; OIA is the
legal entity in this scenario.  OIA
chose to change its doing-business-
as name to avoid confusion going
forward, since many people do not
immediately make the distinction be-
tween OIA and OIWW.  The logo is
inconsequential – it does not make
or break the organization.  It is im-
portant to note that OIWW is not a
registered 501(c)3 corporation,
therefore the renewed non-govern-
mental organization (NGO) status
with the United Nations applies to
Orphans International America.

Jim Luce claims that he is paid
$1 per year in
his position as
founder, presi-
dent, and ex-
ecutive director.
We invite Jim to
open the books
of OIWW to in-
spection to con-
firm whether
100% of

OIWW funding now goes directly
to the children.

Jim Luce claims that the OIA
board could not raise sufficient funds
in 2007-2009, creating havoc.  There
would not have been a financial cri-
sis had Jim Luce not taken out a sig-
nificant loan on behalf of the orga-
nization to replace a large chunk of
funding from a single donor that
was spent before the project even
opened its doors.  Jim Luce can-
not claim that the board did not
maintain adequate business records;
maintaining adequate records is a
joint effort by the parties who are re-
sponsible for reviewing the financial
reports and the parties who are
spending the funds and are sup-
posed to provide the receipts.  The
two are not mutually exclusive.

Jim Luce’s amusement by the
‘unawareness’ of a board-autho-
rized loan is no laughing matter.
The loan was approved by the pre-
vious board, and what we were all
unaware of was not the loan itself,
as it was a recurring topic of dis-
cussion, but that it was incurred to
replace funds that were specifically
allocated to the project in Sri
Lanka.  We have reason to believe
that the previous board was also
not aware of this pertinent detail
prior to authorizing the loan.

Jim Luce claims that the board
virtually stopped fundraising in
2009.  This is not true, either.
Many Roosevelt Island residents
attended functions that were orga-
nized by individual board members

throughout the first half of the year,
not to mention contributions made
by donors that we personally re-
cruited.  We may not have been as
aggressive in our fundraising ef-
forts during the latter part of 2009,
but this was only because we could
not, in good conscience, raise
funds without a guarantee that they
were reaching their intended des-
tination.  We began to receive dis-
turbing reports directly from the
program directors – normally, they
were only in contact with Jim – in-
forming us that they were owed
back salary and they were in dire
need of funds to run the programs.
Imagine our surprise, especially
when we had secured funds and
voted at board meetings as to how
the funds should be disbursed.

Jim Luce claims that, three years
after the tsunami, the goals in Sri
Lanka have been met.  Not the
case.  It is not necessary to travel
to the other side of the world to
understand the complexities of re-
building a life.  Hurricane Katrina
occurred in 2005 – there are people
still living in trailers – have their
needs been met? The tsunami
ocurred in 2004, and although it
has been a little over five years,
their needs are still present.  Their
families didn’t suddenly become
independently wealthy and capable
of supporting them.  You don’t
make a commitment to care for a
child and then walk away after a
handful of years.

Upon visiting the OIWW
website, you will notice that only
Indonesia and Haiti remain.  Al-
though the board of directors did
assume responsibility for the care
of the children in the orphanage in
Haiti, we sincerely hope that any
funds that Jim Luce does receive
for OI Haiti, in the wake of this tre-
mendous tragedy, will be sent to
them in their entirety.  By asking
the public not to make out any
checks to Orphans International

America (which does exist), he is
hindering the relief effort for the
very children whose well-being he
professes to be concerned with.
When faced with a disaster of this
magnitude, one should not be con-
cerned with where the help comes
from, one should just be thankful
that it arrives.

And yes, initially the board did
send $1,000 out of their own pock-

ets last year because the program
director reached out to us, inform-
ing us that he had not received any
funds at all from Jim.  Out of
10,000 residents on Roosevelt Is-
land, how many sponsors at $600
a child does it take to support 12
children?

Jim Luce addressed the
Roosevelt Island community at the

See Letters, page 12



Steve Shane, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

e-mail: SShane@RIOC.com

The
RIOC
Column

Monday
9:30 Ballroom Dancing
11:00 Tai Chi
6:00 Yoga with Nurit

Tuesday
9:00-1:00 Free Tax Help
9:30 Chinese Massage
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
11:00 Blood Pressure
2:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Spanish
10:30 Computers
2:00 Bingo
7:00 Pokeno (RISA)

Senior Center
Thursday

9:30 Get Stronger Bones
10:30 Arabic
11:00 Creative Arts
12:30 Movie

Friday
9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:30 English as 2nd Language
10:45-11:25 Art & Poetry with

Legacy High School
1:30 Korean Games
6:00 Ballroom Dancing
7:00 Games (RISA)

– This Weekend –
ReelAbilities Film Festival, Infinity Dance Company, Sat Jan 30,

6:30pm, auditorium at south campus of Coler-Goldwater Hospital.  $10
(includes film listed below).  Info at reelabilities.org.  Tickets: 212-318-4728.

ReelAbilities Film Festival, Nobody’s Perfect, Sat Jan 30, 7:30pm,
auditorium at south campus of Coler-Goldwater Hospital.  $10.  Info at
reelabilities.org.  Tickets: 212-318-4728.

– Continuing –
Welfare Island:  A Spirit of Place Past, an

exhibit of photographs of Roosevelt Island circa
1970 by Suzanne Vlamis, Octagon Gallery,
10am-8pm daily, extended through Feb 14.

Off the Wall, an exhibit of member works, continues through
Feb 14, Gallery RIVAA, Sat-Sun 11am-5pm, Wed & Fri,
6-9pm.

Open Swim at Sportspark, Mon-Fri, 6-11am (all
ages).  Adults, $5; children, $3; seniors 60 and over, and children 4 and
under, free.  For additional times and classes, with age restrictions, see
tinyurl.com/poolSP.

Knitting for Adults, Tue noon, Library.
Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month (except March), 6pm, Library.
Weight Watchers, Tue 7pm, community room, 4 River Road.  (See

ad, page 4.)
Picture Book Hour (age 4 and under), Wed 11am, Library.
Nintendo Wii Play (kids), Wed 3pm, Library.
RIOC’s Ping Pong Night at Sportspark, Wed 6-9pm (free).

– Coming Week & Next Weekend –
ReelAbilities Film Festival, Shooting Beauty

and Among the Giants, Mon Feb 1, 6:30pm, au-
ditorium at south campus of Coler-Goldwater Hos-
pital.  $10.  Info at reelabilities.org.  Tickets:
212-318-4728.

Ping Pong Night Photo-Op at Sportspark,
Wed Feb 3, 6:30pm, 250 Main St.  (See story, page 1, and ad, page 16.)
Additional information: 212-832-4559.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets,
Wed Feb 3, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin
with a public session for resident comments/announcements.

PS/IS 217 PTA Q&A Session, Sat Feb 6, 1pm, at the school.  (See
ad, page 5.)

Islander Roy Eaton in Concert – The Meditative Chopin and Joy-
ful Joplin, presented by the Church of the Good Shepherd Sunday Con-
cert Series, Sun Feb 7, 2:30pm, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Free
(donations support the Food Program).  (See ad, page 8.)

– Future Weeks –
PS/IS 217 School Tour, Mon Feb 8, 8:45am.  RSVP required to

psis217info@gmail.com or call 212-980-0294.  (See ad, page 5.)
Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Feb 8, 8pm.  Visitors

welcome.  For information, call 212-751-9577 or 212-751-1194.
The Main Street WIRE – Next issue Sat Feb 13.  Advertising Dead-

lines:  Ads in the paper, Wed Feb 3; decision
date for circulars/inserts, Tue Feb 9; 6,000 cop-
ies due Thu Feb 11.  Ad-
ditional issues in 2010:
Feb 27; Mar 13, 27; Apr
10, 24; May 8, 22; Jun 5, 19; Jul 3, 31; Aug 28;
Sep 11, 25; Oct 9, 23; Nov 6, 20; Dec 4, 18.  News
phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters,

917-617-0449.  Advertising, display and classified:  917-587-3278.
Island Kids Valentine’s Day Celebration and Fundraiser, Sat Feb 14,

11am, 536 Main Street.  (See ad, page 9.)
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board of Directors meet-

ing, Thu Feb 18, 4:30pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Town Meet-
ing open for public comments follows formal session.

Book Discussion, Go Tell It On the Mountain by James Baldwin, Thu
Feb 18, 6:30pm, Library.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Feb 22, 8pm.  Visitors
welcome.  For information, call 212-751-9577 or 212-751-1194.

The Sounds of Motown, a Black History Month event, Sat Feb 27,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Free,
sponsored by RIOC in partnership with RISA.  Mu-
sical journey through the evolution of Motown
Records.  Light refreshments.

Orphans International Worldwide Benefit, Sun Feb 28, 6-9pm (VIP
reception) and 24-hour artithon, Webster Hall, 125 E. 11th St.  Proceeds
to Haiti project.  Information:  212-755-7302.

Day Nursery Open House, Tue Mar 2 and Wed Mar 3, 9-10am, 4
River Road.  (See ad, page 5.)

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets,
Wed Mar 3, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin
with a public session for resident comments/announcements.

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 8, 8pm.  Visitors
welcome.  For information, call 212-751-9577 or 212-751-1194.

Book Discussion, March by Geraldine Brooks, Thu Mar 18, 6:30pm,
Library.

Women’s History Month event, Sat Mar 20, Gallery RIVAA, 2pm.
Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Mar 22, 8pm.  Visitors

welcome.  For information, call 212-751-9577 or 212-751-1194.
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board of Directors meet-

ing, Thu Mar 25, 9:30am, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Easter Egg Hunt, Sun Mar 28, 1:30pm, Blackwell Park.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets,

Wed Apr 7, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon Apr 12, 8pm.  Visitors

welcome.  For information, call 212-751-9577 or 212-751-1194.
Book Discussion, My Antonia by Willa Cather, Thu Apr 15, 6:30pm,

Library. Home-delivered meals – 212-744-5022, ext. 1203

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

Frank Farance, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: rira-president@rira-council.org

The
RIRA
Column

See RIOC Column, page 14

TM

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Jan. 30, 2010 • 3

January 25, 2010
1.  Board of Directors:  Next meeting on February

18 at 4:30 p.m., town-hall-style meeting to follow.
The New York State Senate has confirmed the nomi-
nations of Margie Smith, Dr. Kathie Grimm, and Mike
Shinozaki. With these
confirmations, the
tenures of H. Patrick
Stewart and Charlee
Miller are concluded.
We thank the outgo-
ing Directors for their
service, and welcome
the new ones to the
Board. As previously
reported, Commis-
sioner VanAmerongen resigned as of January 15, so
the Executive Deputy Commissioner of DHCR, Brian
Lawlor, a career executive at DHCR and well known
to me as the acting Commissioner of Housing, will
be the Chair of RIOC until further notice.

2.  Tram:
A.  On schedule for shutdown March 1 (30 days!!!)

and reopening by September 1, 2010.  The  plans for
crane usage, street closings (including the upper ramp
of the Queensboro Bridge), permitted times, traffic
control, and safety precautions, all as submitted to
the Departments of Buildings and Traffic have been
reviewed and permits will be issued at the time of
shutdown.

B.  Shuttle bus service to Queens Plaza during
morning rush hour is scheduled, starting at 7:30 a.m.,
departing from the Gristedes loop on the half-hour.
There will also be a pickup loop around Southtown.

C.  Exploration of possible ferry service during

Special Events
MetroCard Bus, Mon Feb 8,

11:00-1:00.
Closed, Presidents Day, Mon Feb

15
Grandparent Day with Public

Safety, Thu Feb 18, 10:00-
1:00.

the morning rush hour continues.  Our survey of Tram
riders over the last week indicates both price resis-
tance and geographical awkwardness with the half-
hourly 7-10 a.m. 35th Street docking and a bus up
First Avenue to 57th Street and back down Second
Avenue.  We are not
in a position to al-
ter the proposed
route.  The business
plan requires a
$4,000-per-day ex-
pense to be under-
written by RIOC,
offset by fare col-
lections.  There-
fore, break-even is
at 1,333 passengers
per day at $3 per
ride.  In survey re-
sults, we found that
out of the average
Tram ridership of
1,100-1,200 during
the 7:00-10:00 a.m.
rush, we received
approximately 750
responses – about
60% of weekly ridership, weighting for daily usage.
Of those responding, about 50% would use the ferry
if available and, of those, 75% would be willing to
pay an extra $3 (without transfer to the MetroCard
system because, unfortunately, the MTA will not rec-
ognize the ferry as a participant in the MetroCard
system.  This negative is the most common recurring

1.  Routing of Buses and Main Street in
Southtown area:  As reported in the prior WIRE,
RIOC Vice President of Operations Fernando
Martinez discussed the potential Red Bus rerouting
at the January RIRA meeting.  This is a complex situ-
ation, and RIRA’s Planning Committee (Matt Katz,
Chair) and Island Services Committee (Aaron Ham-
burger, Chair) are investigating the problems and
potential solutions.  More on this soon.

2.  Transportation Problems with Tram Shut-
down [see page 6]:  Matt Katz (RIRA Planning Com-
mittee Chair) has sent a letter to the MTA complain-
ing about their ignoring our problems.  I am follow-
ing up with my own letter that addresses technical
problems with the
MTA’s analysis.  We
are considering ev-
erything from coordi-
nating action with
other communities
along the F line to fil-
ing an Article 78 on
the MTA.  We are
concerned that once
the Tram shuts down, congestion at the station will
be so severe that F trains will be delayed, which clogs
the whole F line — not merely a delay for Roosevelt
Island residents.  We are working with the elected
officials (Lappin, Kellner, Serrano, Stringer, Maloney)
to add pressure to the MTA to resolve these concerns.

3.  The Next 10 Years?  The WIRE’s editor Dick
Lutz asks for our ideas.  Transportation infrastruc-
ture and adequate RIOC financing are the Island’s
main concerns.  Without transportation infrastructure,
housing is less attractive; meanwhile, RIOC’s finances
are overly dependent on new Southtown construction.
So, using the creative technique “instead of trying to
make it better, how do you make it worse?”, I think
leveling Goldwater Hospital and building 5,000 units
of housing will really make things worse.  Or will it?
If we think about transforming Roosevelt Island to a
transportation hub – a Hoboken of the East River –
then we might be eligible to receive billions of trans-
portation dollars to improve our transportation infra-
structure, because Roosevelt Island transportation

would now provide a regional benefit, not merely a
local benefit.  For example, the 53 Street and 60 Street
lines could be hollowed out into subway stations and
connected as a transfer point; ferry service would be
much more attractive with higher numbers of passen-
gers; and an underground moving walkway, for the
length of the Island, would shuttle the new passen-
gers (just like O’Hare airport).  In summary, to ad-
dress our weaknesses (transportation, long-term RIOC
finances), we market ourselves as a transportation hub
(which betters our weaknesses).  OK, this isn’t a 10-
year plan, but a 20-40-year plan.

4.  Robots for Kids 6-13 Years Old:  Last year, we
had a great team of
children who
learned about and
built robots (based
upon Lego Mind-
storms NXT), and
they competed well
in a City-wide con-
test.  With the help
of the Roosevelt Is-
land Youth Program
and the PS/IS 217
Beacon Program,
we are entering
again this year with
a longer/larger pro-
gram.  Brian Dorf-
mann and I are the
mentors/coaches.
The cost is free.  We
meet once a week,
6:30-8:00 p.m. on
RIYP’s second floor at 506 Main Street.  We might
expand to two days a week.  Both boys and girls en-
joy this, they like socializing with children of differ-
ent ages, and it is a rewarding experience in many
ways and at many levels.  Pizza is served for kids.

5.  Adult Softball:  We are trying again this year to
have a league.  I spoke with Riverwalk Bar and Grill
about having a kick-off meeting in February.  I’ll have
more details in my next column.

See RIRA Column, page 14



455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card
Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $34 • LGA $18 • Newark $68+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon
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*Registration fee waived. Must pay meetings fees.  
Valid through 3/13/10 in participating areas only. Not valid for At Work meetings. Cannot be combined with other offers.  
©2010 Weight Watchers International, Inc., owner of the Weight Watchers registered trademark. All rights reserved. 

JOIN FOR FREE* 
In just 45 minutes a week at Weight Watchers® meetings, 

you can gain the life skills and confidence you need to conquer Hungry, 
lose weight and keep it off. So join for FREE today.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hurry, offers ends 3/13/2010 
Call 1.800.379.5757 or visit 
weightwatchers.com 

ON JANUARY 5TH  
 

WEIGHT WATCHERS  
HAS MOVED INTO…. 

 

ROOSEVELT ISLAND  
COMMUNITY ROOM!!! 

4 RIVER ROAD 
NY, NY 10044 

 

MEETINGS ARE HELD 
 EVERY 

TUESDAY AT 7:00 PM 

February...
...is upon us.  Around here, we

expect it to be the toughest month,
chilling bones to the brittle snapping
point.  It’s the month for extra layers

of both blankets and outerwear.
But the days are getting longer, and
Old Man Winter has given us a break
or two, so think of it as just another

step toward a warm spring.
Meantime, come on it for hot coffee.

See you at Trellis
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.



The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make
it the special place it is.  From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of

Pennsylvania, we bring you the
freshest produce you can serve, to
make home all the more special.
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TO SIGN UP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JASON SPEIRS

AT JSPEIRS@RIRCTENNIS.COM OR (212) 935-0250 X 4

MAKE IT A REALITY... MAKE IT A REALITY... 
JOIN OUR BEGINNER’S CLINIC JOIN OUR BEGINNER’S CLINIC 

www.rirctennis.com

AND LEARN THE BASICS

SUNDAYS: 3-4PM OR WEDNESDAYS: 8-9PM

WE CAN ALSO LOAN YOU A RACQUET! �
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Dear Alissa:
I’ve had a chance to absorb your December 28 detailed response to

the options we raised at the December 9 meeting as well as our recep-
tion at MTA headquarters. Not surprisingly, I found both to be disap-
pointing. Certainly, having every suggestion labeled as “not operation-
ally feasible” was frustrating although not entirely unexpected. What
was truly disappointing was the lack of any “feasible” suggestions from
your participating experts either at the meeting or subsequently to ad-
dress this worsening situation.  We came to you requesting solutions to
a problem that is real today, will become more critical when the Tram is
out of service, and will become permanent as the Roosevelt Island com-
muting population increases with future development.

What I heard at the meeting is that no problem exists, and this is based
on your statistics. My data comes from “boots on the ground” commut-
ers who cannot get to work on time because the F trains, from the first
car to the last, are jammed during the morning rush hour.  I found the
MTA presentation to be unrealistic and, frankly, arrogant, in that you
have not interviewed riders or, even worse, consider them whiners and
unreliable witnesses.

Alissa, we made other recommendations that have not been addressed
in your written response.  We suggested that signage urge riders to move
away from where the elevator and escalator deposit them on the plat-
form.  We suggested that the station manager, currently a phantom pres-
ence, spend an hour each weekday morning on the Manhattan-side plat-
form helping riders board the rush-hour trains.  These are ideas that,
while not providing adequate solutions to the overcrowding problem,
are cheap, easy to implement palliatives, and seemed to be received
well by the executives representing MTA operations and the F-train line.
Can we get a response that excludes “operationally unfeasible” and with
some expectation as to when they might be implemented?

Until the MTA acknowledges that our transportation problems exist
and are unique to this Island community, there can be no hope for find-
ing a solution. I look forward to your response.

Matthew Katz, Chair
RIRA Planning Committee

Mr.  Farance:
At the December 9 meeting with

NYCT, RIOC, RIRA, and elected
officials, you requested data on our
ridership.  Attached please find
data on F train ridership at
Roosevelt Island.  Data is collected
by recording MetroCard swipes at
the Roosevelt Island subway sta-
tion.  Please note that Mr. Sean
Singh at RIOC has done extensive
analysis of our data.  He may be a
good resource for you.

In addition, the following is a
summary of the various sugges-
tions for Roosevelt Island subway
service submitted by elected offi-
cials and residents and our re-
sponses to them:

(A) Extend the Q train to the
21st Street-Queensbridge Station
to supplement F service.

In the past, trains were able to
terminate at the 21st Street-
Queensbridge Station.  At that
time, however, trains did not oper-
ate through to eastern Queens.  In
2001, we completed the 63rd Street
Connector project which links the
63rd Street tunnel tracks to the
Queens Boulevard Line.  The
tracks that were used to terminate
trains at the 21st Street-
Queensbridge Station now are used
as through tracks for F service,
which runs every 4-6 minutes dur-
ing rush hour.  In Manhattan, the
63rd Street tunnel tracks have con-
nections to the Sixth Avenue tracks
(with access to BDFV service at
47-50 Streets-Rockefeller Center)
and the Broadway Line tracks
(with access to Q service at 57th
Street).

Extending the Q train to the 21st
Street-Queensbridge Station to
supplement F service is not opera-
tionally feasible because there are
only two tracks at the 21st Street-
Queensbridge Station, and, given
that F trains run through the sta-
tion on those tracks, there is no
place to turn around Q trains.  In
order to ensure safety, whenever
trains change directions on a non-
terminal track, such as what is sug-

Goldwater (page 10).
Two-year resident Janet Falk agrees that more

activities are a good idea, but says they need promo-
tion (page 10).

Writer David Stone, who lives in Manhattan Park,
thinks that “it will take most of the decade to meld
Roosevelt Island into the special community it can
be,” partly because of “the segmented way in which
our population developed through residential con-
struction.  We now have at least four distinct and di-
vided communities.  The things separating us are
wedges of varying duration – in-
come, location, education, age, his-
tory, etc.  Yet, we have much more
in common.

“Someone or some organization
will find the magnet that calls us
together – compelling activities in
our central plaza, art shows, con-
certs, or a themed fair extending
along our one-of-a-kind prom-
enade might get us to rub elbows
with strangers we shuffle past on the Red Bus.”  Then,
writes Stone, “Our innate passion to unite as a com-
munity will eventually overwhelm our caution and
reserve.  We will be one little Island with enormous
benefits – the major one our passion for each other.”

Architect Marianne Lau offers ideas for such com-
pelling activities (page 10).

Author and Rivercross resident Mary Camper-
Titsingh likes the idea of activities that pull the com-
munity together.  “I’d like to see our community be-
come more integrated over the next decade.  We have
so many residents here from different and interesting
backgrounds, both in the United States and from other
countries.  Our communal life would be enhanced, I
believe, if we had more opportunities to learn from
them about their customs, handicrafts, sports, cos-
tumes, foods, music, and dance.  Perhaps RIOC and
RIRA could sponsor an annual “Island Residents’
Fair.”

See pages 10-11
for additional
visions of the
Island’s future,
then send yours.

the Republic of China (ROC), located on Taiwan.  George’s response
was worthy of a skilled U.N. diplomat: “I would hope all nations would
be members of the U.N.”  Later that year, the U.N. gave the ROC seat to
mainland China.

George continued to play tournament table tennis.  In 1979, he won
the Caribbean Championship in Aruba.  In 1984, he won the prestigious
Canadian International Open Championship.  In 1985, he was honored
by the U.S. Olympic Committee and the USATT as the Amateur Athlete
of the Year.  In 1989, he received the sport’s ultimate honor when he
was inducted into the United States Table Tennis Hall of Fame.  George
has continued to compete in tournaments, and to win gold medals, in-
cluding the 2009 singles, doubles, and mixed doubles championships at
the National Seniors Games.  As a capstone to his career, in December
2007 he was given the Lifetime Achievement Award at a USATT dinner
in Las Vegas.

Playing table tennis against The Chief is a humbling experience.  As a
former doubles champion at Sampson Air Force Base, this reporter de-
cided to test his game.  It is like playing against a backboard – every
shot comes back.  It doesn’t matter how hard the ball is hit or how much
topspin is applied, George casually returns the ball to keep the rally
going.  At any time, he has the ability to put slice on the ball so that it
spins away, unpredictably, depending on how he flicks his wrist.  In
addition, his serve is unreturnable, placed with devilish accuracy, slic-
ing away from one’s racket.

He’s a splendid teacher, too.  He turned my erratic forehand and back-
hand efforts into consistently reliable shots after correcting my grip,
stance, and stroke.  (Other than that, my game was fine.)  George de-
clares that, to succeed in table tennis, one must be able to serve effec-
tively and to return serve with consistency.  The only way to improve is
to practice, practice, and practice some more.

That principle is what lies behind the coaching and development pro-
gram that George is initiating at Sportspark.  A Certified National Coach
for USATT, he will be not only the director of the new program, but the
on-site coach as well.  Those who participate in the program will have
the benefit of coaching from one of the finest players that the U.S. has
ever produced.  There will be three levels of play – beginning, interme-
diate, and advanced – with different time slots assigned to each.  George
foresees a regular series of clinics in which the fundamentals and ad-
vanced techniques of table tennis are demonstrated and then practiced.
In addition, challenge ladders will allow players to move up by defeat-
ing opponents listed above them.  There will be tournaments at all three
levels, with awards for the first- and second-place finishers.

George still retains the lean and wiry frame that he enjoyed during his
years of competition, and preaches the physical and mental benefits of
his sport.  The Chief is calling on all Roosevelt Islanders to come to
Sportspark, to enjoy table tennis’s pleasures and rewards of his sport.

Democracy is on Sherie Helstien’s mind for the
next decade – and the sooner the better:  “A demo-
cratically represented community via direct election
[with] community residents running to be on the RIOC
Board.  Without this, decisions that directly affect our
lives are out of our control.”  She concludes, “The
essence of democracy is everything, the lack of it is
tragic.”

Former RIRA president Matthew Katz is also con-
cerned about governance and a number of related
matters (page 11).

Picking up a theme of his letters
to The WIRE, Mircea Nicolescu
wants the Main Street parking
problem fixed, especially in front
of his building, Island House.  One
official vehicle should be adequate
for Public Safety in that location,
he writes, adding that “the space in
front of our building is taken by
those who abuse their power on this
Island.”

Rabbi Zalman Duchman suggests Islanders
should focus on themselves, and on “the small stuff.”
He writes, “The ideas begin to mount: What should be
done by RIOC, RIRA, RISA, the MTA, ABC, LMNOP,
XYZ, and what have you.”  But, he says, “I noticed that
all of my ideas were what others should do – not what I
should do.  For others, I can always find a job; for my-
self, I can always find an excuse!”  Therefore, he writes,
“my ‘big idea’ for the next decade is to focus on the
small things that I can do all by myself to make a
difference: help another person shlepping home gro-
ceries up the stairs in the subway when the escalators
are out; pick up kosher groceries for those who find
it hard to travel.”  Not missing the religious dimension
of his presence here, the rabbi adds, “...open our home
to others with warmth and caring; share Torah’s wis-
dom; provide counseling to the burdened; lend a listen-
ing ear, a compassionate heart, a warm word...  All
small things I can do all by myself.”

Future from page 1

Braithwaite from page 1

Asked for Help During Tram Outage, MTA Seems Stuck on “No”

gested at the 21st Street-
Queensbridge Station, it is neces-
sary to change the direction of the
signal system.  As a result, other
trains would need to be kept at a
safe distance until the turn-around
operation is completed.  To termi-
nate Q trains at the 21st Street-
Queensbridge Station, it would be
necessary to stop F trains on both
tracks for several minutes to give
Q trains enough time to switch
tracks, change directions, and
change crews.  As a consequence,
there would be significant delays
in F service in both directions,
which in turn would delay E and
V service, which share tracks with
the F train.  For safety and opera-

tional reasons, NYC Transit does
not schedule trains to turn around
on the same tracks used by through
trains.

(B) Rerouting every other R
train via Roosevelt Island.

This is not operationally feasible.
From an operational standpoint, R
trains running via the 63rd Street
F Line to Manhattan would be un-
able to resume their normal route
via the Broadway Local tracks be-
cause the only track connection
between the 63rd Street Line and
the Broadway Line is via the
Broadway Express tracks at the
57th Street station.  Those tracks
are used to terminate Q service
from Brooklyn and thus any

through R trains diverted via the F
line would be blocked by Q trains
that are turning around.  As men-
tioned above, for safety and opera-
tional reasons, NYC Transit does
not schedule trains to turn around
on the same tracks used by through
trains.

Even if this plan were feasible,
it would lead to significant over-
crowding on the remaining R trains
operating on the regular R route.
From a ridership perspective, re-
routed R trains would bypass the
Lexington Avenue-59th Street sta-
tion, which is a major destination
for R riders.  This would leave only
half of the R trains available at
Queens Plaza for the large volume
of riders transferring to/from E
trains, leading to overcrowded con-
ditions on those R trains.

(C) Rerouting every other V
train via Roosevelt Island.

This would lead to significant
operational complexity and over-
crowding on the V and E.  From
an operational standpoint, V trains
today must share tracks with R
trains between Forest Hills-71st
Avenue and Queens Plaza, with E
trains between Queens Plaza and
5th Avenue-53rd Street, and with
F trains between 47-50 Streets-
Rockefeller Center and Lower East
Side-2nd Avenue, while E and F
trains must share tracks between
75th Avenue and the 36th Street In-
terlocking.  The existing operation
is highly complex and requires
careful scheduling to ensure even
headways and loads within NYC
Transit guidelines.  Taking half of
the V trains and merging them
“early” with the F at 36th Street
would make the operation even
more complex and would intro-
duce additional potential perturba-
tions, as this is a merge point that
is not normally used during rush

hours.  As a result, there would be
a higher likelihood of delays on all
four rush hour Queens Boulevard
Line services (EFRV).

From a ridership perspective, the
rerouted V trains would skip ma-
jor destinations at Lexington Av-
enue-53rd Street and 5th Avenue-
53rd Street and would not be avail-
able to provide valuable capacity
through the 53rd Street Tunnel to
relieve the heavily utilized E train.
The passenger capacity of the V
train through the 53rd Street Tun-
nel is particularly critical at the
23rd Street-Ely Avenue station,
where G riders transfer to/from the
E and V trains.  With V service cut
in half at that station, E trains
would become very overcrowded.

(D) Extending the Q through
the 63rd Street Tunnel to
Queens.

This is not operationally feasible.
As discussed above, it is not fea-
sible to extend the Q train only to
the 21st Street-Queensbridge sta-
tion, because for safety and opera-
tional reasons NYC Transit will not
turn around terminating Q trains on
the same tracks that are used by
through F trains.  Extending the Q
train farther into Queens is not fea-
sible because there is not enough
capacity on the express tracks (EF)
to handle any additional trains dur-
ing rush hours, nor is there capac-
ity during rush hours at the Forest
Hills-71st Avenue terminal for lo-
cal trains in addition to the current
R and V trains.  Furthermore, there
are not enough cars available to ex-
tend Q trains to Queens, without
reducing service elsewhere.

(E) Keep the first car of the
southbound F train closed until
Roosevelt Island.

Closing the first car of the train
is not operationally feasible and

See MTA, page 13
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February, 2010

Dear Roosevelt Island Neighbors,

I am happy to announce some positive changes at GRISTEDES Roosevelt
Island that I am sure you will be quite pleased with:

• GRISTEDES is in partnership with ShopRite and will significantly
expand the number of ShopRite and ShopRite Organic products at the
store.  The ShopRite items always exceed the quality of the National
Brands and are at a significantly lower price than National Brand items
creating the highest value for you.

• GRISTEDES offers FREE DELIVERY to all of Roosevelt Island.

• GRISTEDES now has two Senior Discount days:
Tuesday and Wednesday - 10% discount for all seniors.

• GRISTEDES Pharmacy - all major insurance plans accepted - Free
Delivery – Phone-In 212-644-4125 or FAX 212-644-0381

• Gristedes Expanded Organic and Natural offerings in all
departments - Featuring ShopRite Organics as well as leading National
Brands.

• GRISTEDES New Grab ‘n Go section stocked with ready to eat
meals and snacks.

• GRISTEDES Phone In orders - call 212-371-2680 to place an order.

• GRISTEDES convenient hours - open everyday from 7 am to
Midnight

• I have assigned Walter D’Agostino to supervise the Roosevelt Island
GRISTEDES – please feel free to contact him with any suggestions or
concerns – Walter D’Agostino can be reached by e-mail
wdagostino@gristedes.com or by phone – 917-567-8237.

Thank you for your loyal and continued patronage of GRISTEDES.
We have been part of the Roosevelt Island community since the beginning
and look forward to many years of serving the Roosevelt Island community
in the future.

Thank You,

John Catsimatidis
CEO - GRISTEDES

John Catsimatidis - CEO
GRISTEDES Supermarkets Inc.

jcatsimatidis@gristedes.com
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ASK ABOUT WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES & FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  
 

212-371-4449    •    MSTDA.ORG
548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044

AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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 PILATES   •   TAP   •   MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP

DID

YOU KNOW?

OUR TALENTED TEACHING STAFF BRINGS

TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE FROM

MANY WONDERFUL INSTITUTIONS

AND ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING

American Ballroom Theater, Isadora Duncan Int’l. 

Institute, Radio City Rockettes, Steppenwolf 

Theatre Company, American Academy of Dramatic 

Art, School of American Ballet, American

 Repertory Theatre, Lincoln Center, the Old Vic, 

Shiki Theatrical Company of Japan, Primary Stages, 

South Coast Rep, Second City, Edinburgh Festival 

Fringe, Paper Mill Playhouse, Broadway Dance

 Center, HB Studios, Theatre SMU 

Professional Actor Training Program, 

and the list goes on...

 FIRST-RATE INSTRUCTION AT 
REASONABLE RATES!

JOIN NOW!
NEW SEASON JUST BEGINNING

ALL YOUR FAVORITE CLASSES PLUS
NEW!   THEATRE TECH

NEW!   IMPROV!
NEW!   AEROBICS PLUS

 

All baking done on premises

Breads
Pastries
Cakes
Muffins
Cookies
Pies
Biscotti
Coffee

30-17 Broadway
Astoria NY 11106

718-728-5282
www.ParisiBakeryAstoria.com

Fresh-baked
bread at
M&D Deli

FREE
DELIVERY
6am-4pm
($20 minimum)
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An Islander’s Special Day Camp Memories 
     Ellie Philips is a passionate,        
insightful and vivacious actress and 
singer with a super voice and    
charming personality who grew up on 
Roosevelt Island.  These days, she’s a 
theater/psychology double major at   
Oberlin College and is involved in 
many exci t ing  projects  and               
assignments. Her future looks    
promising in so many ways, but part 
of her solid educational foundation 
was established long ago during   
summers at the prestigious Mount 
Tom Day Camp.  
     Ellie was only seven years old 
when she began her first camp        
adventure. She still remembers      
getting picked up by the yellow mini-
bus in front of the church. “I loved 
the rides to and from camp every day. 
I became good friends with all the 
kids on the bus from the very first 
day. The commute to New Rochelle 
was almost too quick because we    
always played games and had fun 
with each other and our bus        
counselors. Of course, when we got to 
camp there was so much to do:   
swimming, music, art, tennis, rock     
climbing, a really cool zip line, pony 

rides, nature, and so much more. 
More importantly, I became close 
friends with great kids from         
Manhattan,  The  Bronx and          
Westchester.  

     Here’s one of my favorite stories 
about Mount Tom: One of my closest  
friends was a girl named Caroline. As  
it turned out, Caroline’s parents and 
my parents had been good friends 
years ago and lost touch. My camp 
friendship not only brought us        
together but also our parents! Mount 
Tom is like a big extended family. As 
a matter of fact, two of the directors 
went there as kids a long time ago.”  

     Ellie “graduated” from camp and 
eventually became a key part of the 
summer staff. She has worked there 
for four camp seasons and, in 2009, 
was the producer/director of the  
annual “Broadway at Mount Tom” 
production. Ellie helped hundreds of 
children feel good about themselves 
through their hard work and  
cooperation putting together an 
amazing show. She credits Mount 
Tom for helping her discover her  
passions for musical theater and 
teaching.   

 

 Mount Tom Day Camp is  

currently accepting enroll-

ments from Roosevelt Island 

parents for Summer 2010. 

We’re proud to be the only 

private day camp that has bus service to 

Roosevelt Island. For further information 

or to schedule a tour, please call our   

directors, Doug or Stan, at 914-636-8130  

or visit www.mounttomdaycamp.com. 
 
 

Mount Tom Day Camp 
48 Mount Tom Road  

 New Rochelle, NY 10805  

Running the Show: Roosevelt Island’s Ellie Philips 
went from camper to staff member in just a few short 

years. 

ADVERTISEMENT

E-mail IslandKidsRI@gmail.com
or call 212-317-0216
with any questions

Where Children and Parents
Make Friends for Life

The
FAMILY
CENTER

Please join us for an
Island Kids Valentine’s Day
Celebration and Fundraiser

February 14, 2010
11:00 am

Come celebrate Valentine’s Day at Island Kids
with arts and crafts, snacks and music
with Ryan’s Island Music Jam

Children aged 14 months- 4 years
$15 per child/$20 for 2 children in the same family

WINTER SEMESTER
IS IN PROGRESS

Private Picasso • Ryan’s Island Music Jam
Tumbling • The Baby Group

Mom and Baby Yoga • Pre-Natal Yoga
Yoga for Kids • Adult Vinyasa Yoga

E-mail islandkidsri@gmail.com
for information on space availability BRING ALL THE FUN OF

RYAN’S ISLAND MUSIC JAM TO
YOUR CHILD’S PARTY!!!

CONTACT RYAN AT
RYANTUNES@GMAIL.COM

OR 832-373-0199
All events take place at Island Kids, located at

536 Main Street, in the courtyard behind 510 and 540 Main Street
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Publicize
by Janet Falk

My vision of Roosevelt Island is
one where the invisible boundaries
that mark the clusters of buildings
disappear.  Like many towns, even
nations, Roosevelt Island is artifi-
cially divided, by its residents, into
us and them, on a geographic basis.

Central to this artificial division
are the residents of the WIRE
buildings; many hark back to the
idyllic years of the mid- to late ’70s
and the ’80s.  Their shared memo-
ries and experiences of the organi-
zations and activities that built
“the community” are largely
based in fact, and the institutions
and traditions they created are
commendable.  At times, these
reminiscences may be rose-col-
ored, which scientific research
has shown is typical of the hu-
man memory process.

These residents have been
known to proclaim loudly that
those golden years are sadly end-
ing; they bemoan the dissipation of
the community feeling over the
past 10 years or so, and link it to
the development of the Manhattan
Park, Octagon, and Southtown
buildings and the influx of more
residents.  The fact that some are
from other lands and live on the
Island for a few years before re-
turning to their country suggests to
many that they are less likely to
become involved with local
groups.

On the other hand, the absence
of a concerted effort to welcome
newer residents into the commu-
nity has been palpable.

As a Southtown resident of ap-
proximately two years, and some-
one who has sought out and be-
come an active member and vol-
unteer in three organizations
(RIJC, RIHS and RICLA), and
who attends R&R Concerts and
Gallery RIVAA events, I know
whereof I speak.

For example, there were count-
less posters and ads in The WIRE
that proclaimed Roosevelt Island
Day in 2008 (my first year), but
newer residents like myself had no
idea what that meant.  Had I known
that I would be able to participate
in an Island-wide clean-up and
planting, listen to music, and share
in entertainment for the children, I
would have arranged my weekly
errands to do my grocery shopping
on another day.  But, because the
majority of residents were famil-
iar with the tradition, some must
have felt there was no need to com-

Unite All Peoples
by Ron Becker

Director of Therapeutic Recreation, Coler-Goldwater
Roosevelt Island is, on some levels, a model for inclusion, where people

with and without disabilities live, work, and play.  With hospital cam-
puses at either end of the Island, there is a unique environment and
opportunity to combine leisure and social interaction through the arts to
provide education, understanding, and acceptance for all.  How about
expanding the scope and availability of the arts through “on the street”
programs and spontaneous events?

I propose an Island-wide program that invites all ages, cultures, and
individuals or groups to participate in leisure programs and activities
that are ongoing, new, and groundbreaking in their content, process,
and availability.  Various sidewalk areas, small parks, and the new
Southpoint Park will lend themselves as “new program” environments.

One example is a community “barker” who invites passersby to share
a word/thought with the gathering spectators while an activity is taking
place.  Provide activities and “barker” narrative that affirms and en-
lightens those in attendance through humor and insight, while creating
an exciting and nurturing environment for education and entertainment.
Transmitting the event as it occurs via the web would draw interest,
notoriety, and opportunity to highlight what the Island community has
to offer.  Involving all people, through accessibility, delivers a message
of understanding and acceptance, providing opportunities for many to re-
flect on their own fears or misperceptions about people with disabilities.

RIOC could sponsor this community program as it continues to sup-
port and build a more vibrant community.

What Islanders Want in the Community’s Next Year... or Decade
Publicize!  And Welcome!

municate the plan for Roosevelt
Island Day to the newcomers.  A
simple flyer prepared by RIRA/
RIOC detailing the activities of the
day could have been distributed to
the Southtown residents or posted
in the lobbies of the then-four
buildings at a total cost of less than
$10.  Because the focal point of the
activities was in the perimeter of
the WIRE buildings, it’s not sur-
prising that the residents of
Southtown may also have re-
mained oblivious to the activities
of Roosevelt Island Day in 2009.

Therefore, my vision of
Roosevelt Island is to create sev-
eral measures to promote commu-
nication between Island residents
and Island groups.

1.  RIRA representatives should
actively connect with the residents
of their own buildings; in addition,
reps from the WIRE buildings
should partner with their
Southtown (and Manhattan Park)
counterparts by holding a quarterly
meeting in their respective commu-
nity rooms.

2.  RIRA and RIOC should part-
ner with the management of all
buildings to offer newcomers a
Welcome to the Island website or
kit with general information and a
calendar of key dates: Roosevelt
Island Day, Health & Fitness Day,
July 4, Movie Nights, Ping Pong
at Sportspark, and the holiday tree
lighting.  Island groups should be
invited to post a link to their own
websites or include information.

3.  RIOC should create a com-
munity calendar to be emailed each
Wednesday to all residents who
sign up for it.  Unlike the Tram,
Subway and Parking notifications
that transmit the not-so-good news
of service changes, these notices
of activities would be welcomed!
Some groups may schedule events
between issues of The WIRE, so a
weekly e-mail would overlap and
supplement communications.

4.  Island groups should turn
their members into ambassadors
who actively recruit newcomers to
join their organizations.  At a Li-
brary Book Club, Doris Chernick
invited me to attend a meeting of
RICLA.  I spoke up at that meet-
ing and later was nominated to be
RICLA’s Executive Director.

In the middle of Communication
– you.  Island residents, RIRA, and
RIOC can proactively welcome
and integrate all residents into the
community and restore some sem-
blance of the golden years.

Active
by Marianne Lau

We should encourage active liv-
ing on Roosevelt Island.  Active
Design Guidelines have been is-
sued at nyc.gov/ddc, including this
language:  Today, physical inactiv-
ity and unhealthy diet are second
only to tobacco as the main causes
of premature death in the United
States. A growing body of research
suggests that evidence-based ar-
chitectural and urban design strat-
egies can increase regular physi-
cal activity and healthy eating.
With that in mind:

•  Encourage stair use for health.
Walking up stairs is a weight-bear-
ing exercise beneficial for main-
taining bone density and muscle
strength.  Studies show that people
in their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s can ben-
efit.  Existing stairs can entice fre-
quent use with lighting, color, and
increased attention to security.

• Erect graphic distance markers
for pedestrians identifying 1/10-
mile increments.

• Designate bike lanes on perim-
eter roads and the promenade to
encourage courteous use and well-
maintained riding surfaces.

• Provide bike-riding safety in-
struction for the general public.

• Promote bike sales and rentals
for all ages.

• Provide modified bikes for se-

Active Living – and a Competition of Imagination
niors and less-mobile riders

• Establish regular walking
groups, perhaps every Sunday af-
ternoon from 2-5 p.m., for walk-
ers, strollers, wheelchairs, and visi-
tors as a form of social activity and
exercise.  Associated events could
be tours (by the Historical Society),
bird-watching, tree walks, and
community scavenger hunts.

• Encourage use of Roosevelt
Island’s outdoors with a performance
platform at Lighthouse Park.

• Sponsor an Imagine Roosevelt
Island annual competition address-
ing Roosevelt Island’s past,
present, and/or future. Written en-
tries can take the form of fiction and
non-fiction writing, poetry, music
(all genres), sculpture, photography,
or theater about Roosevelt Island or

Islanders in any time period (past,
present, or future), drawings (any
genre).  Entries could be exhibited
on the Island, online, in The Main
Street WIRE, and on Roosevelt Is-
land blogs.  Viewers could choose
their favorites, from which a jury of
Islanders and officials would select
final winners for each category.  It
would be ideal to include many
different ages in both contest and
jury, with winners published pro-
fessionally together with up-to-
date statistics and information
about the Island.

Possible projects (fictional or
otherwise):  AVAC/underground
thriller; observations of a wheel-
chair-patient, a newcomer, a RIOC
director’s past, a time traveler, a
seagull; fictional diary of the in-
mate who built the Lighthouse;
movie of Nellie Bly’s experience
as a patient in the insane asylum; a
story of a future resident’s escape
as global warming causes the East
River to overtake the Island’s river
banks; story of a fictional soldier
who gets separated from General
Washington as they evade the Brit-
ish Army; music and lyrics for the
Island anthem in 2020; documen-
tary of Roosevelt Island as an ex-
perimental New York City project
in the 1960’s and 1970’s with real-
istic or alternative endings…

Make
by Jonathan Kalkin

Member, RIOC Board of Directors
Roosevelt Island has many transportation concerns

that can be alleviated through the use of technology. I
have been exploring some new and interesting ways
to make travel on and off the Island a more pleasant
and efficient experience.

Red Bus
The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

(RIOC) has direct control over the Red Bus used regu-
larly by almost every Islander. There have been many
complaints about the reliability, the bunching that re-
sults in service gaps, the route, and the frequency.
Some residents argue that we need a firm schedule;
others respond that a schedule would increase reli-
ability but reduce frequency.

Both are correct. With increased frequency, you get
increased maintenance and operating costs and an
increased potential for bunching.  With a schedule,
you get fewer buses per hour. Some argue that the
bus should be free, but the system costs about a mil-
lion dollars a year, and there’s a deficit even with the
present fare.

Global Positioning System (GPS) tracking can im-
prove the system. I pushed for GPS tracking technol-
ogy as a member of the RIOC Operations Commit-
tee. It has been installed, and you can access it on the
internet or a mobile device at nextbus.com (click on
Roosevelt Island). You can see when the next bus will
arrive at your stop, and time your departure or decide
to walk. On a mobile device, you can make the wait-
or-walk judgment on the fly. (For cell phones without
browsers, the information is available via text message.)

Countdown clocks at the bus stops can help, too.
The configuration of Main Street makes it difficult to
see whether a bus is coming, but a clock can help you
decide whether to wait or walk. Thanks to funding
arranged by Assemblymember Micah Kellner, we
should have such clocks soon.

Tap cards, which are like EZ-Pass, can also help.
Boarding, you pay by tapping your card on a termi-
nal, even without taking it out of your purse or wal-
let.  The system can be designed to alert the driver if
someone passes without paying, so that both doors
can be used for boarding.  Ridership statistics pro-
vided by such a system can help us apply for funding
for further improvement of the overall system. Mer-
chants can offer discounts for owners of these cards
to increase patronage at their stores.

Subway
Improving the Red Bus system is only a start. Once

you’ve reached the Tram or subway station, you may
find it hard to board.

The MTA says we have enough trains per hour to
accommodate our population. In its recent study, Co-
lumbia University agreed. But both noticed that trains
are often late and, when the system slows down, there
are not enough trains.

Make Transit Better With Technology
The good news is that much of this is on its way to

being fixed, but the bad news is that it’s going to take
years. Signal systems on the F line are at least a half-
century old, but are “newer” than on other lines. They
won’t be upgraded anytime soon, but it is part of their
capital plan.

Human Behavior
Most people need to get to work by about 9:00 a.m.,

which creates the morning jam that we call rush-hour.
Twenty minutes earlier, the Manhattan platform is not
yet a clogged mess, but getting people to leave a bit
earlier is difficult without an incentive.

Recognizing this, many cities use congestion pric-
ing, charging more at peak travel times. Our new MTA
chairman, Jay Walder, adopted this approach in Lon-
don. Here, it can help spread the load, too.

The MTA also noted that people wait in one small
area of the subway platform rather then spreading out.
Cars fill unevenly, and boarding is more difficult.
Signs can advise passengers to move to the part of
the platform served by cars that are less jammed.

Commuters should also contact the managers of
their stations about problems. The necessary e-mail
addresses are on the MTA website, and I’ve suggested
posting them in the stations as well.

Signals
When the MTA updates the current F train signal

system, it may introduce countdown clocks on the
platforms. Once they are in place, they can post other
information, too.

Information about elevator availability, for example,
would help the disabled know in advance what prob-
lems they might encounter down the line.

The disabled would also be helped by signs at
wheelchair-eye-level (with the traditional blue and
white colors for such signs), and signs showing the
proper way to help a wheelchair passenger board
(backward) would be helpful. And the MTA should
mark the floors of the subway cars and the wheel-
chair loading area with signage to reserve space for
wheelchair passengers.

Funding
Partial funding and ideas should come from pri-

vate industry and open-source (free) software com-
petitions. The initial GPS Red Bus installations were
funded by the developer of The Octagon. Verizon
FIOS will provide the internet infrastructure that will
power much of the technology discussed in this ar-
ticle. Subway screens can be designed with open-
source software competitions, and can be supported
with on-screen advertising. Private industry can in-
novate at a greater speed than government bureau-
cracy.

Technology won’t solve all our transportation prob-
lems, but it can make our commute easier as the
Island’s population grows. We were once at the fore-
front of technology in New York City, and there is no
reason why we can’t lead again.

This is an
ongoing dialogue.
What are your
ideas for
Roosevelt
Island’s future?
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Governance
by Matthew Katz

Chair, RIRA Planning Committee
I’ve spent much of the past 12

years thinking about these ques-
tions, and trying to influence
Roosevelt Island’s future to include
maintaining what is best about the
Island along with the inevitable
changes we face.  Over the next 10
years, some things seem clear, oth-
ers quite murky.  Here’s a run-
down:

Government
Every Island issue depends on

“who decides?”  For much of our
history, New York’s governor ap-
pointed a Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation (RIOC) Board of
Directors whose members didn’t
live here, were not stakeholders in
the community, and answered only
to the governor.  In 2004, Gover-
nor Pataki signed into law a bill
that we had recommended, requir-
ing the Board to be composed of a
majority of Island residents.  Over
the past two years, the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association
(RIRA), with government ap-
proval, conducted two elections to
seek the community’s endorsement
of candidates for the governor’s
appointment.  And so, incremen-
tally and sometimes tangentially,
we are approaching democratic
home rule.  We’ve already seen
change in how the Island is man-
aged; for the first time, the Board
is asserting itself rather than act-
ing as a rubber stamp to RIOC ex-
ecutive dictates.

Housing
The inexorable gentrification of

Island housing continues.  The Is-
land was created as a sanctuary for
seniors, for the disabled, and for
low-income folk.  Within 10 years,
that presence will disappear.  This
is not by happenstance; it is a con-
certed effort by developers (and
with government complicity) to
circumvent the General Develop-
ment Plan, which lays out specific
ratios of low-income to middle-in-
come to fair-market housing in
both Northtown and Southtown.
RIRA has participated in two Ar-
ticle 78 suits (involving Southtown
and The Octagon) to slow this pro-
cess, but without success.  The re-
sults of this change in our raison
d’être may be seen in Roosevelt
Landings (formerly Eastwood),
where a disastrous Mitchell-Lama
buyout is causing hardship among
present tenants, with their inevi-
table replacement by younger,
healthier, and more affluent resi-
dents.

Transportation
The transportation needs of a

small Island are different from
those of the rest of the City.  We
know that the morning commute is

Transit Solutions Now!
by Nina Lublin

I cannot think about the next 10 years without thinking about the first
10 months, All I can think about is the pending Tram shutdown fiasco
with no direct bus transportation to Manhattan (free, low-cost, or other)
for the elderly, disabled, and other subway-challenged commuters, Is-
land employees, students, tourists, and others – especially during the
morning rush and on weekends.

That no one can come up with a decent bus solution from the Island to
Second Avenue is incredible to me.  The clowns at RIOC, DHCR, the
MTA, and our elected officials should be ashamed of themselves.  And
that the Octogon owners and Related folks can’t come up with anything
is pretty sad.  A ferry is not going to do it for most of us.

And with the loss of Deborah VanAmerongen, well, who knows what
the governor has up his sleeve.

It is incredible that our resident RIOC Board seatholders and the in-
credibly smart yet annoying Frank Farance have not been able to rouse
the population to get an Article 78 or other court-ordered action either
delaying the start of work till Island-to-Manhattan transportation can be
arranged or ordering RIOC to provide limited direct bus service to Man-
hattan.  Al Weinstein and others must be spinning in their graves.

Halt
by Robert Chira

The most significant challenge to
keeping Roosevelt Island as a de-
sirable place to live is to deal with
its overpopulation relative to its
transportation. My wish for the
next decade is that the State and
residents make living on this Island
more accessible and less con-
gested. That means no more high-
rise buildings for new residents in
Southtown, Riverwalk, or any-
where else; frequent ferry stops and
services from Island points to Man-
hattan and LaGuardia Airport; ex-

A Full
by Dick Lutz

Editor-Publisher, The Main Street WIRE
The definition of the impossible?  Something that

requires citizens, government, and industry all to give
up something to reach a goal.  But this community
was born because all three did:  Government provided
incentives that included relinquishing some tax in-
come; developers gave up immediate large profits to
create Mitchell-Lama housing; citizens rented and
bought that housing, knowing that any upside from
their investment would be long delayed.

Can it be done again?
It must be.  We are 35 years into this “experiment,”

out of the test tube and living in the real world.  We’ll
be at the mid-point of the State’s leasehold in just
eight years.  But we have 58 years to go.  Which of
the WIRE buildings (Westview, Island House,
Rivercross, Eastwood/Roosevelt Landings) do we
honestly expect will last that long?

It’s time to think about renewal, create a plan,
and start to work out the ways we can act on it.

So here’s a wild idea that would ask much of many
in the short run, but open a path to a greater good.  Or
not – and that depends on your viewpoint.  It would
require an unprecedented mix of sacrifice, compro-
mise, and opportunity that might reasonably be called
impossible.  At least at first.

It’s a multi-step remaking of the aging core of
Roosevelt Island:

1. Build Southtown 7-8-9 with an enhanced af-
fordable component.

2. Move everybody in Roosevelt Landings (East-
wood) into those three new buildings.

3. Raze Roosevelt Landings (Eastwood).
4. Replace it with something new.
The something new would be – no, let’s make that

will be, just to assert the fantasy more strongly – the
subject of an architectural competition guided by a
set of basic requirements promulgated by Roosevelt
Islanders, government, and industry in a new phase
of Northtown development.

Those basic requirements might look something like
this:

The New Eastwood will present a concave face to
Main Street – a sweeping arc of open space that in-
cludes a significant parking area and a green pocket-
park.  It is a state-of-the-art high-rise apartment build-
ing with the same 1,003-unit capacity as today’s struc-
ture.  It includes:

• New street-level retail spaces, all more appropri-
ately sized than now, with the goal of providing some
magnet shopping, dining, and entertainment.

• A state-of-the-art public library.
• A state-of-the-art youth center.
• A new senior center.
• A state-of-the-art Main Street Theatre & Dance

Alliance (MST&DA).
• Within the MST&DA space, a renewed cultural

center, and
• A facility that includes video and film screening

and conference-friendly technology
And here, fill in the blank with your pet project

that can help to rejuvenate the geographic and popu-
lation center of the Island, and its continuing role as
the cultural heart.  What are your ideas?

• Associated with the library, there are state-of-the-
art meeting rooms, including a multipurpose “coun-
cil hall” for amplified and televised meetings of the
RIOC Board of Directors, the RIRA Common Coun-
cil, and other Island organizations – as well as guest
conferences organized by universities to address the
important issues of our local, state, national, and in-
ternational future.

• At the center, residents have walk-through access
to a ferry landing on the east promenade.

• Upper floors, rising as high as 25 or 27 stories to
make up for the lost square-footage given over to the
open arc facing Main Street, consist of a flexible mix
of housing.  The precise minimums of the mix will be

What Islanders Want in the Community’s Next Decade... or Year
It’s Time for A Midlife Reset for Roosevelt Island

negotiated among the parties to the deal, but scattered
among the building’s units are affordable apartments,
luxury units, units designed to the newest standards
for the disabled, and opportunities for ownership.

• At the penthouse level, some luxury units, but also
meeting and party rooms that look beyond the other
buildings of Northtown to a spectacular panorama of
Manhattan.

The practical in us might reject all this as absurd
daydreaming, especially given the state of today’s
economy and its effect on all levels of government.
But the American spirit is known for creating oppor-
tunity out of adversity, and there are many on-the-
ground reasons why the New Eastwood might just
work.

• It gives Southtown developers Hudson and Re-
lated an incentive to build Southtown 7-8-9 simulta-
neously, since occupancy is ready-made.

• It delays the 7-8-9 population expansion and the
transit mess that will result – delays it until Eastwood
housing is replaced.  Overall, it’s a multi-year pro-
cess.

• The new owners of Roosevelt Landings may now
be stinging from an ownership plan that tried to in-
clude a shift of outrageous energy costs to tenants,
but failed when government re-leveled the playing
field, enjoining an approach that could have made
many homeless.  The building is energy-inefficient
and not amenable to an efficiency makeover.  Why
not start from scratch and do it right?

• Northtown retail suffers, according to a consult-
ant report, from wrong-sized retail spaces that over-
burden small operators, a lack of parking to draw off-
Island customers, and the lack of anything truly spe-
cial to make retail operations a must-stop for Island
residents.  Why not start from scratch and do it right?

• While the current unit-by-unit conversion of
Roosevelt Landings to upscale housing might even-
tually produce a building that’s economically work-
able, it does so at the expense of losing senior and
disabled housing, affordable units, and the diver-
sity-soul of Roosevelt Island.  Because of econom-
ics, the Island as a whole, and all who sponsored it,
are walking away from a very good idea.  Why not
start from scratch and make the economics serve
the people – as well as housing entrepreneurs and
the good-affordable-housing goals of good govern-
ment?

Unquestionably, something like this would require
bold and imaginative leadership, able to create the
right incentives for all parties.  Consider, for example,
the difficulty of providing every resident of Eastwood
with an incentive to change her/his address.  Yet, new
digs might be attractive, especially at reasonable rent
levels in new buildings.

What might follow?  Could it be extended to a larger
makeover, including a renewal of the other WIRE
buildings – Westview, Island House, and perhaps even
Rivercross?  Rivercross demonstrates the value of
citizen-residents managing their own property through
a mix of values not dominated by profit alone.  But
even Rivercross was built to standards shaped by toxic
incentives to install electric heating.  Unless some
over-the-horizon technology makes electricity cheap
again, even Rivercross must ultimately be replaced.
It’s in the distance, but why not fold the eventual need
into a larger plan now?

Impossible?  Let’s not ask if it’s possible.  Let’s
ask, first, if it would be a good thing do.  If it is, let’s
figure out how to make it possible.

For the longer term, perhaps nearly all of Roosevelt
Island might be reconsidered and reshaped accord-
ing to a better understanding of the values that brought
it to life in the first place: What do we have?  What
should we keep?  What can we reshape to serve our
values better?

And is it time to assemble a new Future-Island con-
ference of the best minds to ask and answer those
questions anew?

Governance, Housing, Transit...
already untenable for many.  In the
short term, the six-month (or
longer) Tram outage will cause
hardship among F-train rush-hour
commuters.  In the long term, con-
tinued development in Southtown
will increase morning ridership
beyond the current system’s capac-
ity to cope, and will certainly limit
the inclination of working people
to move here.  RIOC has not been
particularly responsive to finding
solutions, and the MTA simply
doesn’t recognize the problem, cit-
ing statistics that show F-train ca-
pacity to be adequate to our needs.
If our future needs are to be met,
we must make a concerted effort
now to change minds, find an-
swers, and get “the powers that be”
off the dime.

Parks
Southpoint Park, 13 acres that

have been considered for develop-
ment since the founding of
Roosevelt Island, is actually under
construction.  The northernmost 10
acres, including the Renwick Ruin,
will quickly absorb the $12.5 mil-
lion raised, and future plans are
dependent on what funds can be
raised now, in a time of fiscal aus-
terity, and in the future.

The FDR Memorial is scheduled
to begin construction despite the
fact that only $16.5 million or so
has been raised toward the esti-
mated $45 million required to com-
plete the project.  My hope is that
RIOC will carefully monitor both
segments of Southpoint Park, and
ensure that no opportunities exist
to walk away from incomplete sites
when funds run out.

Currently, RIOC has invited
RIRA to participate in the planning
for Blackwell Park renovations,
required by the need to move the
tot lot off Southtown property that
is part of the site for building num-
ber 7, should it ever be built.  With
the assistance of a landscape archi-
tect, RIOC has proposed other
major “improvements.” We have
been listening to park users who
like the original design, suggest
that “less is more,” and ask only
for regular maintenance of this and
other Island parkland.

These seem to me to be the most
critical issues facing us in the
“teens.” Others will consider other
issues more important, and I look
forward to reading their thought-
ful prognostications.  However, our
opportunity to have a positive in-
fluence on our future is dependent
on how committed Islanders are to
making a difference, through the
Residents Association and other
Island organizations.

Complaining solves nothing;
getting involved often results in so-
lutions.  It’s up to you.

Halt Development or Deal With Transit Issues
press bus service every hour on the
hour from the Island to Manhattan
and back; a special subway train
reserved for Island residents dur-
ing the morning rush, say at 8:00,
8:30, 9:00; a taxi stand serviced by
a private carrier with the right to
join passengers together for a com-
mon destination in Manhattan or
an airport.

The State, MTA, NYCity Tran-
sit and private developers must re-
alize that the Island cannot accom-
modate more working people:
Only a community of retirees, chil-

dren who stay at home, and the dis-
abled will be able to live here com-
fortably – not a working popula-
tion. If more buildings are allowed,
the Island will become a very
undersirable place to live. We can-
not transport 10,000 people per day
to work in Manhattan, but that is
precisely the requirement if any
more high rise residential buildings
are built.

The number one priority for this
Island over the next decade is mak-
ing the Island accessible to those
who work in Manhattan.
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To the Editor:
Money is going to our orphan home in Haiti. 
Contrary to a discussion at Gallery RIVAA on January 16, money can be safely trans-

ferred to the orphan home, operated by Orphans International America (OIA), in Cyvadier,
Haiti.  We have done it.  I am happy to report that the children and staff are safe, and the
orphans’ home withstood the earthquake and is still a sound structure.  The children were
running outside during the aftershocks and frightened, but safe.  They are still too afraid to
stay in the house.  Communication and electricity are disrupted, but so far we are in a far
better place than many in Haiti.

Immediately after the devastating earthquakes beginning Tuesday January 12, I called
Jim Luce, founder of Orphans International Worldwide (OIWW).  He indicated that all the
OIWW money was tied up in the CharityHelp account and he couldn’t help immediately.
We learned that Haitian Director Jacques Africot was desperate; he had only $200, the
water was not safe and food, if found, was extremely expensive.  Then Linda Stanley
(Executive Director of OIA for two years), Board President of Bet-
ter Future International (BFI) Kristie Dekoker, and I contacted
former Haiti donors.  Over the holiday weekend, we found a previ-
ous Haiti donor, Tom Pegues, not only willing but able to gather
$2,500 in cash for Haiti.  Linda and I spent a full day calling our
contacts in Haiti for some means of getting the money to Haiti.  On
Monday January 18, we learned that our friends at ACDI-VOCA in
Washington, DC, had a team leaving for Haiti Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.
and they agreed to take the money if we could get it to them on
time.  Within three days, Jacques received $2,500.  In the mean-
time, Better Future International was in the process of arranging a
truck delivery with money, water, food, and other goods to Cyvadier
through the Dominican Republic. 

Jim Luce, founder of OIWW, and I have been working together
in Haiti for the past 10 years.  Together, we made 18-20 trips to
Haiti.   This experience brought both joy and great frustration be-
cause, from the very beginning, we were nearly always 4-5 months
behind in our agreed-upon payments to the orphan home.  And to-
day we are 18 months behind in Director Jacques’ salary.  I marvel
that Jacques was able to keep the orphan home running.  Because of
this, it is hard to understand why the past 4-5 months of CharityHelp
sponsor money wasn’t routinely sent to the Fonkoze bank in Haiti.
In addition, Jim received a $10,000 grant for the three operating
orphan centers before the earthquake, but only $1,000 was sent to
our Haiti orphan home.  Jim continues to raise money but, as of this
date, OIWW has not sent any money to Director Jacques since the
earthquake and only $1,000 since the split in early November.  In
this crisis, we must make sure that 100% of all funds collected for
Haiti are sent to our orphan home in Cyvadier as soon as possible.

I love Jim for his unique vision and all the work he has done in the past, but there is a
definite split between OIWW and Better Future International since November.  This is
most unfortunate, because both groups have so much to offer.  My own loyalty is to our
Haiti project.  And I will do everything that I can to sustain the program and make it grow.

The board of directors of Better Future International has been raising money through
Facebook and PayPal.  Check their website at www.betterfutureinternational.org, where you can
follow their work.  I have been impressed with their work, energy, and dedication to the
Haiti project.  They are an all-volunteer group, and we want to thank everyone who has
stepped forward to help.  As indicated above, the board of Better Future International is
planning a trip to bring supplies to Haiti at Jacques’ request.  They will also bring all
money raised to date.

We all certainly appreciate the enthusiastic support from our Roosevelt Island neigh-
bors.  All checks that I have received to date have been immediately deposited with The
City National Bank, which then transfers all monies, without fees according to President
Louis Prezeau, to Jacques at the Fonkoze bank in Jacmel. 

Our Cyvadier orphan home in Haiti has many money problems.  Right now, we have to
pay for next year’s lease on our Haiti home as soon as possible or we will be in danger of
losing our home.  We anticipate a large increase in price because so many houses were
destroyed.  In addition, so many, many local people are asking for our help.  Director
Jacques would like to help orphans nearby who lost their parents in the earthquake.  If
nothing else, it would be wonderful if we were able to provide these orphans with one
good meal a day.   And, if we have the funds, we also would like to take on many more
orphans, using the Family Care Model, which has been so successful in Tanzania. The
Family Care Model is especially attractive because we work through the extended family
and provide them the financial means to care for a niece, nephew, or cousin.  Because it is
less costly, it makes it possible for us to help many more people in this tragic country; and,
even more important perhaps, we create a “mini-community” of citizens willing to work
together.

 If you want to help, please contact Doris at dchernik@nyct.net or telephone 212-751-9577. 
Things are changing rapidly, day-to-day.

Doris Chernik
Haiti Coordinator

To the Editor:
At our Island’s Toastmasters Club this week, I was asked to speak extemporaneously on

both the idiom “elephant in the room” and “adversity.”
Having experienced the shock of a hostile take-over of half my organization – Orphans

International America (now calling themselves “Better Future International – BFI”) – I
found myself before a receptive audience.

Last week I spoke at Gallery RIVAA, which graciously opened its doors to me, to chat
with my neighbors about what on earth this palace coup was all about.  A board member of
“Better Future International” attended the art gallery forum, and my neighbors let her
know how little they thought of BFI.

At the next RIRA Common Council meeting, I will continue clearing the air as to why
Orphans International has been torn in two – the old OI America (now BFI), and the de-
cade-old OI Worldwide, which I continue to lead.

Mostly, I am leading Haiti relief efforts this month, in the wake of the tsunami-like
earthquake there.  Shades of Indonesia and Sri Lanka years ago.
Luckily, our kids are fine and I will be with them in just a few
weeks.  We are able to get funding to them, and they are surviving.

My extraordinary director in Jacmel, Jacques Africot, has reported
to me using solar power.  “Kids were very scared but, once again
we are safe. God’s hands are on us.  No damage at all on our side.”
I am in almost daily communication with him, by phone, Skype,
IM, and e-mail.

He writes, “Jim and (BFI) want me to take sides.  As I told them,
my problem is not to take sides.  My problem is who I need to trust
to bring the project forward…  I still continue to think that the project
is Jim’s project and that I am just working with him with no power
to decide.”

I continue to advocate for our kids in the Huffington Post and
Daily Kos, and have written much about Haiti in the last 10 days,
which you can Google:

• OI Worldwide Haiti to Build Second Project in Léogane With
Global Partners

• Orphans International Worldwide Haiti Survives Second Shock
in Jacmel

• Major NYC Benefit Planned For OI Worldwide Haiti 2/28 At
Historic Webster Hall

• Orphans International Movement Around the World
• No Word Yet From Our Orphaned Children in Haiti
Supporters have been so generous that we have announced the

creation of our second project in Haiti with the Colline Academie in
Léogane, near Port-au-Prince, on the road to Jacmel where our first
project is located.  The synergies will be very beneficial.

Webster Hall will host two benefits in the next month:  one for
Doctors Without Borders and one for Orphans International Worldwide.  Our turn is Sun-
day, February 28.  Proceeds will go to OI Worldwide’s efforts in Haiti.

OI Haiti has been in crisis because the OI America (BFI) Board did not raise adequate
funds since I left it as director to run OI Worldwide in 2007, and left its Board in 2008.  The
Board members simply did not pitch in enough.

Ironically, the devastating earthquake allows us to raise enough funds now to erase the
empty promises fed to our kids in Haiti over the last two years by the Board of “Better
Future International.”

When I founded Orphans International Worldwide in 1999, I had no idea it would grow
into an international brand and movement.  Like Alcoholics Anonymous, this brand idea
caught fire.  Today, there are over 100 “Orphans International” organizations in Asia, Af-
rica, and the Americas, plus Europe.

OI America – now Better Future International – is one of dozens of clones who claim
they want to help kids.  I hope they do.

OI Worldwide has raised funds since the schism last fall, working with our non-profit
partner and fiscal sponsor, CharityHelp International (charityhelp.org), an IRS 501(c)3 orga-
nization.  OI Worldwide is now in the process of New York State incorporation and gain-
ing our own 501(c)3 tax-exempt status.

We have retained the same accountants that we have always used, who will handle all
funds once OI Worldwide has its own status.  At this point, all funds flow through
CharityHelp, and are paid out directly to our kids.  We have more top pro bono lawyers on
hand than I know the names of.

CharityHelp International continues to accept contributions on behalf of OI Worldwide.
Checks can be made out to CharityHelp International, memo: “Orphans International.”  As
always, send to 540 Main Street #418, N.Y., N.Y.  10044.

Many of you have already sent $100, $500, and $1,000 checks for our children in Haiti
– thank you so much!  The generosity of Roosevelt Islanders always amazes me.  Please
note that OI Worldwide’s Board is assuming 100% of the administrative costs, so all of
your dollars go only to our kids.  I remain on a salary of $1 per year.

On-line contributions to OIWW’s children at www.oiww.org have been processed by
CharityHelp for three years, and continue to be processed today.   Please note that BFI has
received a cease-and-desist letter to no longer use the brand name “Orphans International
America.”  Please do not write checks to that name.

I wish to let the air out of the “elephant in the room” – and move forward with the
important task of helping humanity, especially today in Haiti.  I can deal with accusations,
but am growing tired of innuendo.  Let’s move forward:  I hope to see you at Webster Hall
Sunday, February 28, to help our kids!

Jim Luce
Founder, President, & Executive Director

Orphans International Worldwide

The Island’s Haiti Connection – Controversy Continues Over
Split Separating Jim Luce from Orphans International America

The WIRE reported December 12
on the schism between Orphans
International founder Jim Luce
and the Board of Directors of
Orphans International America
(OIA), which had told him to
“cease and desist” from actions
on behalf of the organization.
(The edition is online at
nyc10044.com.)

Luce has continued with Orphans
International World-Wide
(OIWW), which he views as an
umbrella organization over the
several OI units around the world.
Another Islander, Dr. Doris
Chernik, continues as Haiti
Coordinator without taking sides
on the schism.

Each has written about the
current state of affairs, and the
crisis in Haiti, for this issue.

RIVAA art gallery on January 16.  Besides
implying that the current board of directors
is afflicted by some sort of collective psy-
chosis (we can assure you that we are all
perfectly sane), he stated that Linda Stanley
and Doris Chernik were naive little old la-
dies who were misled by the board.  These
comments are not only inappropriate, they
are downright insulting.  Doris Chernik has
been instrumental in heading the project in
Haiti.  Jim Luce said so himself.  Was she
naive when she was helping him all those
years?  Linda Stanley worked over 60 hours
a week non-stop for over a year on every

aspect of the organization, from one end of
the spectrum to the other.  They both dedi-
cated their time and money for a cause they
believed in.  If they were naive, so were we
all.  Without the tireless efforts of volunteers
such as Doris, Linda, and the countless oth-
ers who have come and gone, OIWW would
be nothing more than a great idea on paper.

Jim Luce has not slowed down.  Not at
all.  He has been very busy writing articles
in his defense for an attack that never materi-
alized.  All we did was ask him, in private, to
step down and allow us to do the job that he
asked us to do when he appointed us.  To date,
we have not responded to the numerous and
baseless statements published by Jim Luce
about OIA since he was dismissed.  At this
point, though, we felt the need to set the
record straight.  We now plan on returning
our focus to the charitable works of OIA and

hope to avoid any further public battle – it
benefits no one.  We prefer to conserve our
collective energy for picking up the pieces
of what was once a great organization and
ensuring that the children are cared for prop-
erly for the duration of their childhood.
Would it have been easier for us to resign
and walk away?  Absolutely.  Would it have
been the right thing to do?  Absolutely not.
We could have all gone our separate ways
and started our own independent projects,
as some people have pointed out.  Had we
done that, eventually the projects would

Letters from page 2

have been forced to disband and the chil-
dren would have been back out on the street.

Jim Luce is a motivational speaker and a
proficient writer, with the ability to inspire
the best in people.  The world would be a
better place if Jim Luce would use his gifts
for the betterment of society and refrain from
unnecessary discourse.

Starlene Johnson, Kristie Dekoker,
Nancy Zhang, Kimberly Andino,

Alastair Busbhy
The Board of Directors

Orphans International America

Island history online –
Website NYC10044 at
nyc10044.com
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Repair Service Center

718-392-7444Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   
 

Friday, January 29 at 4:51 pm 

Friday, February 5 at 5:00 pm 

Friday, Fay, February 12 at 5:08 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-
olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu 
Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh. 

 
Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the 
universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, 
and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

duchmansri@gmail.com 

Please visit our website at 

www.RIJewish.org 

Eco-Friendly Drycleaning
• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning • Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring • Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA
Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broadway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336
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would lead to inconvenience and overcrowd-
ing for riders on the F in Queens.

From an operational standpoint, the doors
on the trains are not designed to be turned
on or off one car at a time, but rather are
designed to be opened and closed in tandem.
A member of the train crew would have to
manually turn the doors of one car off be-
fore departure from 179th Street and then
turn them back on at Roosevelt Island, which
would delay service and inconvenience
through riders from Queens.  In Queens,
closing off one car of the train would lead
to longer dwell times at stations, as riders

Second Helping
Personal Chef Services
Are you too tired to cook after a long day? Bored with Take-Out?
Do you want to come home to a delicious home-cooked meal,

but don’t want to cook and clean?
Second Helping will come into your home, prepare multiple

dishes, and leave you with food ready to heat and serve.
Second Helping is not a catering company; it is a private chef

service that specializes in creating menus that reflect your
personal tastes.

Once a week, your groceries will arrive, the chef will come, prepare
as many meals as selected for the week, with cooking and
reheating instructions, then leave a clean kitchen with only the
friendly aromas of home-cooked meals.

Please contact Ruth Thomas:  516-672-3208 or
RuthKThomas@gmail.com, or visit

     tinyurl.com/YourPersonalChef
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move back to the adjacent car to board; this
would reduce throughput on the critical
Queens Boulevard Line express tracks,
which the F shares with the E.  Because of
ridership volume at F stations in Queens,
closing off the first car of the train until
Roosevelt Island would lead to overcrowd-
ing in other cars, particularly the car adja-
cent to the closed car.  If the first car were
closed off, it would cause major platform
circulation problems at the Roosevelt Av-
enue station, where a heavily-used staircase
serves the front end of the Manhattan-bound
platform.

The WIRE is seeking a webmaster.  C
all 212 826-9056.



unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Classified deadline for February 13 issue:  Tuesday, February 9
Classified deadline for February 27 issue:  Tuesday, February 23

SCIENCE & COMPUTER TUTORING
by certified teacher: all subjects/levels,
beginners-advanced.  Individual/group
instruction.  Installation/tech support.
Windows/Mac.  Call 347-317-2162 or
e-mail trevor@lackeyccg.com. 2/13 only

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist – Island resi-
dent Diana Brill.  Gift certificates
available.  212-759-9042.
AVON Representative – Roosevelt
Island.  www.youravon.com/joannacuevas
PERSONAL TRAINER – ACE Certified
Tyrone Knowles – Wellness, fitness,
weight loss 718-443-3698.  thru 1/30/10

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group.  Call
212-355-3848.
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH – Free
at the Senior Center Wed 10:30am-
12noon, or privately with Irene Clark.
Children/adults.  917-655-0028.  thru 1/30/09

YOUR AVON REPRESENTATIVE on
RI.  Contact:  917-520-4174
www.youravon.com/mtrouillot thru 10/10/09

AVON AGENTS WANTED – Work
from home.  Call 888-269-2616 or
www.phoneavon.com. thru 10/1

TUTORING – English professor
available.  Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis.  646-319-3873.
NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days.  212-593-0750.
STRUCTURAL INTEGRATION (aka
Rolfing) is now on Roosevelt Island.
Create healthier posture, relieve chronic
pain, increase physical mobility, and
improve overall well-being.  Call for free
consultation.  917-655-9946.

MATH TUTORING by lady living on the
Island. Any level. Call 212-829-1406. exp 2/27/10

PARENTS of Sally Goldbert and Orna
Khan please contact Island Cats at
212-980-1349 with addresses for
drawings prizes.
MAIN STREET THEATRE AND
DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registra-
tion for dance and theatre classes.  212-
371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.
EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER living
on the Island.  References available.
212-888-0372.
ERRANDS, ERRANDS, ERRANDS.
You run your life, I’ll run your errands.
Call Vicki Feinmel, 212-223-1108
vfeinmel@verizon.net.
NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

Longtime Island resident will feed and
lovingly care for your cat while you
are away, making sure your pet is
safe and happy at home.  (Will also
help with mail, plants, etc.)  References
available.
Call 212-751-8214 or 917-587-3278.
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comment in survey results).  So, applying
the response percentages to the entire user
population (1,150 x 50% x 75% x $3), a
highly suspect assumption would leave
RIOC, for the anticipated Tram outage of
130 week days, with an approximate
$350,000 subsidy.   The Board will have to
consider whether this expense is warranted.
Meanwhile, the Octagon developer is talk-
ing about underwriting the service from the
existing dock at The Octagon.  Stay tuned.

4.  Southpoint-FDR Memorial:  Legal
work on NYC Funding and Development
agreements continues, with the attorneys for
the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute
carrying the load.  Construction will start in
the spring, after execution of final docu-
ments by the City, RIOC, and the developer.
State Parks has rescheduled the meeting to
determine methodology for future mainte-
nance for January 29.  A $2 million endow-
ment was received by State Parks.  The
governor’s budget contains the re-appropria-
tion of $4 million of State funds.

5.  Projects:
A.  The contract for the engineering study

of the status of the helix leading to the Is-
land from the bridge is let, and work is un-
der way.

B.  Octagon Soccer Field resurfacing:
Approved by the Board on January 14.  Con-
tract execution and commencement of work
are imminent.

C.  AVAC, Sportspark, fiber optic ca-
bling, Good Shepherd HVAC, Octagon
sewer, street lighting, tot lot improve-
ments, etc. all keep engineering very busy.

5.  Public Purpose Fund:  Seven appli-
cations for the 2010/11 cycle were submit-
ted.  Completed applications were delivered
to RIRA for review and recommendation to
the Board in time for consideration at the
March meeting.

6.  Budget:  The proposed 2010/11 bud-
get has been published and posted on
RIOC’s website for public review and com-
ment before formal presentation to the Board
for adoption, after possible amendment, at
the March meeting.  RIRA and other inter-
ested parties are welcome to review, com-
ment, and raise questions as part of the pro-
cess.  We have tried to set forth the detail of
the assumptions that are part of the exercise
and have made the projections for 15 years,
subject to the inevitable infirmities of far-
off estimates. Both operating and capital
budgets have been set forth.

7.  Blackwell Park:  Community partici-
pation in the planning process is seemingly
on track.  Complaints about dog walkers not
properly cleaning up after their pets have
been made.  There will be increased enforce-

RIOC Column from page 3

ment of the leash laws, including the obvi-
ous responsibility to everyone’s neighbors
to clean up.

8.  Credit cards use at Motorgate:  As
soon as the mechanics of establishing a lo-
cal bank account and entering into a credit-
card-processing agreement are accom-
plished, transient parkers will be able to use
credit cards to pay the parking charges at
Motorgate.  Estimated to be 2-3 weeks, or
mid-February.

9.  Gristedes:  We met at the store with
owner John Catsimatidis and his staff to dis-
cuss operations.  An open letter to Island
residents is published in this edition of The
WIRE.  If they come through with their
promises, everyone should benefit.

10.  Public Safety:  With the certification
for radar use and the acquisition of hand-
held units, PSD will be more rigorously en-
forcing the speed limits on the Island.  The
first week was conducted with warnings.
Special attention is being given to shift
changes at the hospitals.  Starting the week
of January 25, summonses were issued.
With greater public awareness, the streets
should be safer.  Pleased to report PSD’s par-
ticipation in apprehension of a perpetrator
allegedly responsible for a rash of thefts in
Motorgate.  According to NYPD, Roosevelt
Island crime statistics show a drop of 18%
in reported crimes.  I believe kudos are in
order for PSD.  Similarly with respect to the
efforts put into improving community rela-
tions.

RIRA Column from page 3

6.  Upcoming RIRA meetings:  The next
Common Council meetings are February 3
and March 3 at 8:00 p.m. in the Good Shep-
herd Community Center, lower level.
Former RIRA President Steve Marcus is
chairing the Public Purpose Grant commit-
tee, which is reviewing the seven applica-
tions received by RIOC.  The meetings are
open to the public; come to the February 3
RIRA meeting to hear Steve’s status report.
The next RIRA town hall meeting (for re-
viewing the RIOC Board agenda) is Febru-
ary 10 at 8:00 p.m. in the Community Cen-
ter, upper level.  These town meetings are
very informative – come listen and ask your
own questions.

HAITIHAITIHAITIHAITIHAITI
Islanders who would like to
contribute to the relief
efforts for the victims of the
earthquake in Haiti should
visit rioc.ny.gov for links to
several reputable
organizations accepting
donations. Non-perishable
items will be collected
Island-wide at a future date.
For more information,
please contact Erica Wilder
at 212-832-4540

Join the dialog about the
Island’s future.  See pages 10-11.
Then, put your own wishes and
vision into an e-mail to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com



Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

Alyssa Harrison Siegel, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday – 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday – 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

An expanded dental practice for Roosevelt Island
Dental Love, LLC  •  212-752-8722

Robert Shick, DMD
Dr. Robert Shick received his DMD degree from the University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine.  He completed the
residency program at Kings County Hospital and received a certificate of geriatric dental medicine at Kingsbrook Jewish
Medical Center.  Dr. Shick also received an award for American Top Dentist of the year for 2009.

Periodontist:  Dr. Selma Kaplan, DMD
Dr. Selma Kaplan received her DMD from the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Kaplan received her post-doctoral degree in
periodontics from Columbia University.  Presently, she is clinical instructor at Columbia University Periodontic Department.

Endodontist:  Dr. Maria Pruss, DDS
Dr. Maria Pruss received her DDS from Nova Southeastern University School of Dental Medicine in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
She went on to complete a hospital-based residency program at New York Presbyterian Hospital.  In 2007, Dr. Pruss received
her post-doctoral degree in endodontics from Nova Southeastern University.  She dedicates her time to Friends Without a
Border, including volunteer missions to Angkor Hospital for Children in Cambodia, as well as volunteer missions to Israel and
Spain.  She is a member of the American Association of Endodontics, American Dental Association, and New York State
Dental Association.

Orthodontist:  Dr. George Pliakas, DDS
Dr. George Pliakas received his DDS degree and certification of orthodontics from Columbia University School of Dental
Medicine.  He is proficient in Spanish and fluent in Greek.  As a native of New York, Dr. Pliakas attended Bronx High School
of Science and he received his B.S. degree from Harvard University.

Insurance plans accepted:
Assurant, Aetna, Ameriplan, Cigna, Metlife, Delta, Empire, Empire Blue Cross / Blue
Shield, Connection, Guardian, GHI, United Health Care, Geha, Ameritas, Careington,
Comp Benefits, Fidelis, Healthplex, Humana, Metro-Health, Northeast Dental, PBA,
POMCO, Uni-Care, United Concordia, Principal, and others.

501A Main Street
(south end of the Rivercross building)

www.mydentallove.com
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,

and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00
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Rabbi Zalman Duchman
by Jim Baehler

God.  Family.  Within the scope of those two words lies the life of
Rabbi Zalman Duchman and his wife, Nechama.  Their mission is to
use their home as a place where Roosevelt Island Jews can find a
renewal of their faith, and guidance in dealing with the everyday prob-
lems of life.  Every Friday evening for the start of the Sabbath, Nechama
prepares dinner for up to 20 guests, who come for food, conversation,
and religious sustenance.  For annual festivities such as a seder, Zalman
and Nechama will rent a community room and host a dinner for up to
100.  Recently, for the festival of Hanukah, nearly that number joined
in the traditional lighting of the Menorah in front of Blackwell House.

With his full beard and black clothing, the 30-year-old rabbi is a
formidable presence, but his quick smile and hearty laugh soon dispel
any image of religious severity.  He was born into the Lubavitch Hasidic
community of Crown Heights.  His father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather were all rabbis, and Zalman was enrolled in a yeshiva at
an early age, continuing as a Talmudic scholar until he had completed
his studies.  Before coming to Roosevelt Island, he served Jewish
communities in Australia, where he served as an apprentice.  Then
followed Thailand, Croatia/Bosnia, and three years in Florida, where
he was in charge of adult education at The Shul of Bal Harbour, Florida.

Chabad is the organizational arm of Hasidic Judaism.  The move-
ment was established in the 18th century by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of
Liadi, a town in Russia, and overseen by successive Rebbes, with the
seventh and final being Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, who
died in 1994.  In 1940, the movement’s headquarters moved to Brook-
lyn.  Under the direction of Rabbi Schneerson, “Jewish Outreach”
was begun to spread the message of Judaism.  That effort has now
produced 5,000 Chabad centers in 75 countries around the world.
Rabbi Schneerson believed strongly in education, and was instrumental
in getting President Jimmy Carter to declare 1977 the “Year of Educa-
tion.”  Carter also declared that the first Education Day would coin-
cide with Schneerson’s birthday, and each succeeding president has
followed that precedent.

In 2004, Zalman was introduced to Nechama by a cousin with the
traditional Oh, have I got a girl for you!  She lived in Montreal, the
fifth of 16 children.  Her background and upbringing were similar to
those of Zalman, who was the second of 13 children.  After their mar-
riage and the birth of their first son, the family moved to Roosevelt
Island to be closer to Zalman’s work in Manhattan.  In addition to his
work as a rabbi, he is in charge of U.S. and Canadian fundraising and
development for Colel Chabad, the oldest continuous charity in Is-
rael.  His effort produces about $16 million a year to help finance the
charity’s social welfare programs.

After two years at The Octagon, the Duchmans moved to Riverwalk
two years ago.  There are now four children – the boys are Mendel,
4½, and Benzion, 3; the girls are Mushkie, 18 months; and Chana, 4
months.  Each day, Nechama drives the two boys to yeshiva school in
Brooklyn, accompanied by the two girls.  Zalman and Nechama are
forthright about the value of large families.  He laughs, saying, “When
God says Go forth and multiply, He means it.”

Growing up, Nechama never felt left out, she says, because every-
one was always together.  She wasn’t aware of not having all her
parents’ attention, because there were so many other children around
and she enjoyed their company.  “We were all together all the time.
Zalman and I will be content with however many children God gives
us.”

Rabbi Duchman is eloquent on the subject:  “The greatest gift is the
gift of life.  People have the opportunity to accept God’s blessing of
the gift of life.  I don’t think a person should refrain from having
children just because they cost too much to raise or because a child
might turn to drugs or do something else that is destructive.  Children
are a great, great responsibility, and it may be that some people don’t
want to accept that responsibility.  It is the greatest responsibility in
the world, but it is well worth it for the rewards.”

Rabbi Duchman also speaks with conviction about the role of a
rabbi.  “It is not a career.  It’s a way of life.  Many rabbis have a career
outside their rabbinical duties.  Nevertheless, a rabbi has to be a rabbi
when he wakes up in the morning.  When he eats, he has to eat like a
rabbi.  When he walks the street, he has to walk the street like a rabbi.
When he thinks, he has to think like a rabbi.  Your religion is not
separate from your ordinary life.”

When asked how thinking like a rabbi differs from other thinking,
he replied, “I don’t know.  I never thought in other ways.  When a
rabbi takes an action, he must think not only how it affects him but
also how it affects other people.  The consequences of a person’s ac-
tions must be considered.  You can’t get away with anything.

“Everywhere in life, there is a price to be paid.  In the military life,
there is a code of ethics that must be adhered to while in uniform.  The
difference is that a rabbi never takes off the uniform.  The rabbi is
always in uniform, mentally.”

When asked about the absence of a formal congregation and a dedi-
cated place of worship, Rabbi Zalman said, “I believe Judaism should
be experienced at home and at the synagogue, but the primary experi-
ence is at home.  It’s not like going to a gym for an afternoon, where
you do your workout and leave.  Judaism is something that should be
experienced in a home environment, in a work environment, in a so-
cial environment, in every environment.  It’s a way of life.  Most of
the interaction with the local community on Roosevelt Island takes
place in our home.  I have about 20 chairs, and we have people here in
a home environment, where they can come for a shabat dinner or for
counseling, or couples with family matters or issues, or marital prob-
lems, or those having challenges with the education of children.

“Judaism is supposed to be a wholesome experience.
“The people who come are here for guidance, for conversation, for

a shoulder to lean on, friendship.  Some weeks, we can have people
here every night.  Some weeks, less.  We are currently working with a
young couple intending to get married, and we discuss building a strong
foundation in the home.  We are talking with a single mom, having
difficulties with a son, who comes to us for guidance.”

Rabbi Zalman deplores efforts to place people in categories.  “All
Jews follow the same Torah.  There are philosophical differences, but

there is one Torah.  I’m part of the Chabad movement and Chabad is part
of the Hasidic movement.  The Hasidic movement is based on our Euro-
pean heritage.  I think labels such as Orthodox, Reformed, Conservative
are divisive.  I am Hasidic, but I am also American and left-handed and
many other things.”

“Whenever there is a group, people feel that the group is closed, they
feel intimidated.  If a stranger walks up to a Hasidic person in
Williamsburg and tries to strike up a conversation, he would feel intimi-
dated.  I feel that the best way to be inclusive is to open up our home.  We
want to provide a window or a doorway into our life style.  The emphasis
is conversation, enjoying each other’s similarities.  The discussion around
the table could be religious or it could be about almost anything, politics,
world events, children’s education, what have you.”

Nechama adds, “Our views are based on our Jewish heritage.”
Pointing to two extensive shelves of books, Zalman adds, “This is a

minimum Jewish library.  The Talmud is the Torah with commentaries
that have been compiled over many centuries, the writings of great Jew-
ish leaders.  The writings are in Hebrew, Aramaic,Yiddish, and English.
As a yeshiva student, that is what one would study.”

Zalman showed one of the books from his library with an unusual
page layout.  A Talmud page has, in the center, a short selection from the
Talmud, and surrounding it on three sides are commentaries on that se-
lection.  Originally, written Jewish text consisted of the first five books
of the Bible that are believed to have been given directly to Moses by
God.  Torah scholarship has expanded over generations to produce count-
less Jewish holy texts.  The Torah and its commentaries provide guid-
ance and instruction on how a Jew is to deal with the legal, ethical, and
moral requirements of everyday life.  There is hardly any aspect of life,
no matter how minute, that is not discussed at some point in the Talmud.

Returning to the importance of the family, Zalman sees movies and
television as a waste of time.  “Anything that is a waste of time is against
my principles.” He is also concerned about the pernicious influence that
movies and television, with their emphasis on sex and violence and their
disregard for the value of family life, can have on the young.  He sees the
influence of movies and television as so pervasive that only a strong
family connection is capable of overcoming it.

“In a home environment, there is no difference in roles.  The wife as a
bedrock and homemaker is just as, if not more, important and respon-
sible for the Jewish experience that is transmitted to the children.  There’s
no difference in responsibility between men and women.  And that is our
objective, to share with other people and permit them to come see and
experience just that in a home environment.”

“We want others to have an experience in our home that is beneficial
to them.  That is why our home is open 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.  Our door is always open.  Our cell phones are always on (except
on Shabat and Jewish holidays).  We have people who come all the time,
invited, uninvited, with problems they face and are having difficulties.  I
wish every person would do the same and open up their hearts and homes
to others.  There is a very strong sense of community here on Roosevelt
Island, Jewish and non-Jewish.  Our presence here is sort of an outreach,
aiming at Jews who after their bar or bat mitzvah fell away from their
Jewish education.”

Zalman and Nechama Duchman are living a Hasidic life on Roosevelt
Island, far from the large families and supportive communities in which
they were raised.  The focus of their lives is to live as God intended, to
enjoy the presence of their children, and to share some of their experi-
ences with others.



LEWIS JOHNSON INTERVIEW

by Jim Baehler
Lewis Johnson, the vicar of the Protestant congregation

that meets each Sunday in the Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd, wears a perpetually cheerful countenance.  At 62, he
has an appearance of youthful vigor, an image maintained
by vigorous regular walks and tennis sessions.  That image
contradicts the slight limp he has had since birth and the
lung transplant he had just two and a half years ago.  The
lung transplant was the result of pulmonary fibrosis, a con-
dition that caused his lungs to virtually cease functioning
and dropped his weight to 125 pounds.  Rev. Johnson’s phy-
sicians could find no cause for the ailment, and the only
solution was a transplant that came just in time to save his
life.  His survival may have something to do with his up-
bringing among Downeasters, who are known for their har-
diness.

Lew’s father was born in Maine, and he considers him-
self a son of the state, though he was born in Bethesda,
Maryland.  When he was two years old, his father, who
worked for Bell Telephone, was transferred to West Vir-
ginia.  At age 12, the family moved back to Maryland in a
suburb, Kensington, where he attended high school.  He
became involved in student government, and was a mem-
ber of the Key Club, a Kiwanis group for student leaders.

Lew’s father was originally from Maine and, after high
school, Lew attended Bowdoin College in Maine.  “That’s
my real home,” he says, adding that in Maine, the icy North
Atlantic is referred to as brisk or bracing – by swimmers.
Others would say freezing, and swimming would be out of
the question.  “Maine is where I feel most at home.”

At Bowdoin, majoring in English, Lew was in a frater-
nity for the first two years.  “But that got old and, by the
time I was a junior, I dropped out.  Before that, I was a
typical frat kid.  After that, it was mostly studying to get
through.  Bowdoin is a hard school.  You had to work pretty
hard for your grades there.”

“After graduation, I became a high school English teacher.
I started in Maine, then moved to New Hampshire, then to
Massachusetts.  I taught in the western part of Massachu-
setts, almost at the New York border.”  While teaching in
Massachusetts, Lew acquired a master’s degree in educa-
tion.

Religious Philosophy
Lew had been brought up in the Episcopal Church, but

had not thought of religion as an important part of his life.
“In my senior year in college, I started going back to church,
and gradually got more serious about it.  As an adult, I re-
ally had to confront a lot of questions.  I had to think a lot
about what I really believed.  I went to seminary in large
part to answer those questions.  I figured I would come out
of the seminary as a true believer – or I wouldn’t believe in
anything.”

Lew attended Yale Divinity School and says, “About half
way through, I had been staying up all night studying and I
just came to the conclusion that I’m just going to surrender
to this because it’s too peculiar not to be true, too good a
story not to be true.  The whole Biblical story has to be true.
No one could have made it up.

“After I surrendered, it felt like the Holy Spirit came flood-
ing into me and said, Don’t worry about it, it’s true.  After
that, I’d say I’ve grown in my faith.”  He was ordained as
an Episcopal priest in 1981.

Lew’s first assignment was as curate at All Saints Church
in Worcester, Massachusetts.  “It was a big, downtown, ur-
ban church.  As a curate, I was a lowly assistant.  As a joke,
I would say to my rector, ‘That’s not in my job description,’
and he would say, ‘There is no job description.  You do
what I tell you.’”

Much of Lew’s work was with street people in Worces-
ter, many of whom suffered from mental illness and/or al-
coholism.  Homeless, they were suspicious of anyone of-
fering assistance.  Lew decided that he needed more formal
training to reach out effectively and help them.  “I got very
intrigued with the working of the human mind, so I came to
New York to do training at an institute in New York City,
and I’ve been here ever since.”  He specialized in psycho-
analysis at the Blanton-Peale Institute, with the intent of
becoming a pastoral counselor.  “So I have a dual ministry
as a psychotherapist and a priest, and it really works well
together.  I have worked with a lot of schizophrenics, bi-
polar types, that sort of thing.”

At Blanton-Peale, Lew met his wife, Thea.  She is origi-
nally from Germany, but since her mother was one-quarter
Jewish, the family thought it best to leave when Hitler took
power.  At first, they emigrated to Turkey, eventually mak-
ing their way to the United States.  Thea is also a psycho-
therapist.  She and Lew share an office, but have separate
clienteles.

Lew and Thea have a son, Peter, who is 13.  These days,
they are engaged in the worrisome process of helping him
qualify for one of the elite New York City high schools.
Peter is an accomplished musician, and is also applying at
the High School for Performing Arts.

For the future, Lew says, “I am thinking of working until
about age 66 and then cutting back.  I’d like to take some
art classes.  I’m good at drawing, and I’d really like to learn
how to paint, and do that in my old age.”

Lew Johnson’s appointment with the Church of the Good
Shepherd is half time, complementing the time he spends at
his Upper West Side office, offering counseling for indi-
viduals and couples.

Lew says he has greatly enjoyed his work with the con-
gregation on Roosevelt Island.  He was asked by the Dio-
cese of New York to do conflict resolution with other Epis-
copal parishes, and says he knows other churches very well.
“The congregation here is the most welcoming church I’ve
ever worked with.  It’s the nicest little church that I’ve ever
worked in.  It’s a great group of people.  They are congenial
and very faithful, a very believing community.”

The Johnsons live in the Bronx and like the quiet of
Roosevelt Island and its green spaces.  “I like the spirit here.
Although the church is sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
it’s not an Episcopal congregation.  We have Baptists,
Lutherans, Pentacostals, what-have-you. and I love that.
When we have a candlelight service, there are Jews and
Catholics who attend.  Everybody comes to our coffee hour
after services on Sunday.”

Lew is appreciative of the quality of life on Roosevelt
Island and the wonderful views of Manhattan from many
of the apartments, but he and Thea would not consider mov-
ing to Roosevelt Island, as they are content with their apart-
ment in Bronx.  With a laugh, he says, “We are in the
Knightsbridge section, fairly high up, so we have a lovely
view of the Bronx.”



From the Neighborhood to Distant Continents
These Islanders have Their Clients Everywhere

by Gundula Schmidt-Graute
Nicholas Guan

Nineteen-year-old Nicholas Guan is the youngest entre-
preneur interviewed for this article and he may be the young-
est on Roosevelt Island.  After finishing high school and
before starting his studies in computer science at Manhat-
tan Community College this spring, he is working at mul-
tiple freelance jobs.

“I had my first Mac at the age of five, and I’ve always
wanted to know how computers work,” he says.  He recalls
taking computers apart to look inside them, then making
his own out of spare parts.  As he tried to solve computer
problems for himself, it occurred to him that he could also
help others.

In addition to posting ads on Island kiosks, he relies on
word of mouth.  “People call me and explain the problem.
Before charging, I give them a free diagnostic to see if I can
solve their problem.”

Nicholas also teaches people to use computers or spe-
cific software – “from simple to sophisticated,” as he puts
it.  He represents the world of the “digital natives” – born
and raised in the world of computers and the internet – as
opposed to the older generations of “digital immigrants”
who sometimes struggle to follow.

But computers are not the only way Nicholas makes
money.  He turned another passion of his into a business,
this time rather low-tech.  He  says he loves dogs and knows
how to handle them even of they are difficult, so he works
as a dog-walker.  “I started walking a friend’s dog here, and
then other people asked me if I could do it for their dogs,
too.”  These days he walks five dogs, from a teacup-Yorkie
to a German Shepherd.  Interested in canine behavior, he
educates himself by reading and following TV shows on
the topic.

Nicholas spent his infancy on Roosevelt Island.  His par-
ents’ separation took him to Michigan and California.  Four
years ago, he returned to New York to live with his father.
Here, helping with his father’s business was one reason not
to start college right after high school.  His father is a dance
and fight choreographer on Broadway, and Nicholas helps
him with videos and other technological aspects of this work.

Mark Chipman
Like any good bookkeeper, Mark Chipman prizes accu-

racy.  He is meticulous in explaining his profession, keep-
ing books for small businesses and charities.  Until 2000,
though, he worked as a retail-store manager.  “I didn’t want
to go on working six days out of seven,” he says.  He quit in
2000.

To qualify for his new career, he took classes at a trade
school and at the company providing the software he uses
for his work.  His clients need qualified bookkeeping, but
can’t afford and don’t need a full-time bookkeeper.  He
serves institutions on Roosevelt Island such as the Histori-
cal Society and the Senior Center, as well as clients in Man-
hattan and out of state.  Usually he works on his client’s
premises, but sometimes it’s all online.

Depending on the size of his client’s business or charity,
Mark works on a monthly or quarterly basis.  He also does
the tax filing for the charities applying for non-profit sta-
tus.  “A good bookkeeper saves time and money for both:
his client and the CPA (certified public accountant) who
does the audit,” he explains.  Another part of his work is
helping – small business owners or non-profit executives
who thought they could do their own bookkeeping but found
they couldn’t.  “They procrastinate and I clean up,” he says,
hinting that it’s a good idea to employ a bookkeeper from
the start.

To make his services affordable, he charges a flat fee.
His wife, Lynn Chambers, has a steady job in Manhattan,
so he can afford to have small clients.

Lynn’s work is the reason that the couple moved to
Roosevelt Island, in 1993.  She did some work for RIOC
and the couple liked it here.  Mark was also involved in the
community as vice president of the Residents Assocaition
from 2004 to 2006, after an earlier four years on its Com-
mon Council.

Richard Babat
“I worked on Wall Street for 30 years.  But I liked it only

for the money,” says Richard Babat, a carpenter and con-
tractor on Roosevelt Island.  After his employer, a Japanese
investment bank, went out of business in 2000, he left with
a large separation package.  And he decided to turn his hobby,
carpentry, into a second career.  He recalls building model
airplanes from scratch as a young boy, and later doing all
the carpentry work in his own Westchester County house.

He returned to Roosevelt Island last fall to find the Island
safer than when he left.  “Cars would be broken into, at
Motorgate, on a regular basis,” he remembers, “but I liked
it here anyway.”

He offers services like installing kitchen and other cabi-
nets, doors, and windows, framing, wall boarding, restor-
ing floors, and remodeling bathrooms.  Occasionally, he
works on older houses, which he says is particularly chal-
lenging.  “It is hard to match old stuff with new stuff.  The
lumber dimensions differ, and sometimes I have to make
my own materials,” he explains.

Turning a hobby into a breadwinning profession is not
easy, and he took his time to learn and to become more ex-
perienced.  For two years, he worked as a handyman for

Gundula’s piece other contractors.  He learned a lot about not only the tech-
nical and practical aspects, but also the financial consider-
ations – how to write estimates that make sense, and how to
handle the billing.

“The first eight years were pretty good,” he says.  “But
since October 2008, nobody seems to spend any money.”
Most of his clients are in Westchester County, where he
established his business and where more wealthy people
live in houses they own, but he now has some clients in
New York City.   “Actually, it’s much harder working in the
city than in the suburbs,” he explains.  “First of all, where
do you park your car?  I’ve already gotten tickets!  Having
finally found a place, there is the schlep of the material.
And they are picky in these condominiums: the times you
are allowed to work, the insurance...”

Richard Babat works alone.  Even in boom times, he never
considered enlarging his business and hiring people.  “The
work I hated most in my former life at Wall Street was hir-
ing and firing people!”  He chose carpentry because he likes
the craft.  Only when it comes to demolition work might he
hire handymen on a short-term basis.  In order to be able to
offer a whole range of services to his clients, he relies on a
network of licensed plumbers and electricians.

Francisco Bozzano-Barnes
Francisco Bozzano-Barnes, who answers to the nickname

“Paco,” looks back on a long career in two different fields
that he has managed to relate.  He is an interpreter of Span-
ish and an environmental economist.  His colorful life led
him from his native Spain to Canada and back to Madrid
with assignments in Latin American countries such as
Mexico and El Salvador.

“My business started in the 1980s in Canada.  I worked
on settlement patterns, organic agriculture, energy, green
cities, and sustainable development.”  He did research, pub-
lished, lectured, organized conferences and wrote papers.

He also interpreted in related fields.  When he moved back
to his native Spain in 2003, he continued his consultancy
and interpretation work.

After five years in Spain, the family now lives in New
York.  Paco decided to start a company to market his knowl-
edge.  In summer 2009, he officially founded Tenure & Ecol-
ogy, LLC, with headquarters on Roosevelt Island.  He of-
fers research, organization of events like seminars, work-
shops and panel discussions, and interpretion and transla-
tion services.  The target clientele is international public
and private organizations and companies, involved in inter-
national transactions or working with linguistic minorities
in the U.S. and nongovernmental organixations.

When he talks about his work, he becomes involved and
passionate.  For him, his new company isn’t only a means
to earn money.  He wants to be part of the solutions for the
problems made evident by the current economic crisis.  “All
the institutions must change their attitude,” he asserts.  “A
holistic, sustainable approach to the economy is smart from
a business point of view, not only for the sake of nature
itself.” He insists that this new approach requires the par-
ticipation of citizens and communities.

Is it different to do this kind of business in New York,
compared to Toronto, Montreal, or Madrid?  He says it is.
“The business culture is more risk-oriented and dynamic,
which helps innovative business ventures like mine.  On
the other hand, it is very competitive.  You always have to
be on the top.  That makes it different to cooperate.”  He
also appreciates the international orientation of the city, its
dense international networks, and the fact that New York is
the site of the United Nations.  In June, he helped organize
a panel discussion on urban ecology and land tenure, a side-
event of the United Nations Conference on the World Fi-
nancial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Develop-
ment.

Asked if he is the typical “urban green” who only works
on paper and at the computer screen, he responds, “I think
you should also walk the talk.”  To do so, he was part of a
group that created the community garden at The Octagon.
The members of this group plant and harvest organic veg-
etables and compost the waste.  In November, he also orga-
nized a meeting on transportation improvements with dif-
ferent stakeholders from Roosevelt Island.

Adib Mansour
“I don’t live to follow templates.”  This statement is Adib

Mansour’s motto.
He is a small-boned, agile man who sports a distinctive

blue goatee.  He was born and raised in Lebanon, and earned
a degree in advertising from the American University of
Beirut.  In 1983, he studied communications at Boston Uni-
versity, then worked in advertising and public relations be-
fore starting his own business in 1993.

The company is Bluebeard Creative, an advertising agency
with clients and co-workers worldwide.  Its headquarters is
the dining table of the Mansours’ apartment at 575 Main
Street.  There, the family cat occasionally checks the de-
sign work on the screen of his laptop.  Adib creates bro-
chures and websites, packages, and slide-shows for clients
in the United States, Europe, and Asia.  His laptop, his
smartphone, and his ideas are all he needs to run his busi-
ness with freelancers in places as distant as San Francisco
or Spain.  “I have the privilege not to have overhead,” he
says, smiling, visibly pleased to be able to focus on his work
as a photographer and designer.  When he shows a package
that he designed for frozen pizza made exclusively of or-
ganic ingredients, or a series of website photographs that
depict a caterer shopping at the Union Square Greenmarket,
you can almost taste the food, and realize that the designer
enjoys the culinary arts, too.

“I think I’m successful because I have done a lot of work
in photography and related fields,” Adib says.  His résumé
includes having been vice president of an advertising agency
and a job with the third-largest stock photography company.
That company operated worldwide in 29 different languages,
and was later bought by a larger company.  That’s when
Abib started his own agency.

Why the blue beard?  Adib tells the following story:
During a trip to northeastern Italy in the area surrounding
Venice, he had an afternoon off.  He had his beard colored
“just for fun.”  Then, “So many people invited me that
evening, I was drunk and full.”  After the decision for his
own agency was made, all he needed was a company name
and a logo, so he tied it in with his impulse in Italy.  “My
first client was the owner of an Italian Restaurant in New
York.  He told me later that he gave me the job because I
was the only one to have the grit to wear my logo on my
face.”

And what brought him to Roosevelt Island?  He explains
that when he and his wife, Kristen, decided to start a family,
they opted for Roosevelt Island because they like the inter-
national and integrated community here.  They consider it
good for their children.  He’s a dedicated baseball- and soc-
cer-dad who appreciates the sense of community on the Is-
land.  “In 2007, during a vacation to see my family in Leba-
non, we got stuck in the war between Israel and the
Hezbollah.  We managed to leave the country, and I was
among those speaking to the press at the airport.  When we
finally arrived home, our neighbors had put up Welcome
signs and done the grocery shopping for us,” he remem-
bers.


