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30th Year as Roosevelt Island’s Independent Community Newspaper

RIOC Board Fires Steve Shane
Group, Mostly Elected by Residents, Asserts Its Power
CFO Takes Acting Role for 30 Days While Replacement Being Sought

by Dick Lutz
The RIOC Board fired Steve

Shane on Monday night.
In a rescheduled meeting held at

the Good Shepherd Center at 5:30
p.m. on Monday, Shane’s departure
was couched as “a desire to retire,”
but Shane himself had told The
WIRE that it was no such thing.
Knowing that trouble was brewing,
he had made an offer to submit his
resignation to the new governor ef-
fective December 31, he said, but
also told State Housing Commis-
sioner Brian Lawlor that he would
“not go quietly.”

In the end, he mostly did.
Shortly after the completion of

a public-comment session in which
a number of Islanders, including
merchants and Residents Associa-
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tion President Frank Farance,
praised Shane, Board Chair Brian
Lawlor took the Board into execu-
tive session “to consider personnel
matters.” That was at about 6:15
p.m. Shane stayed behind, alone,
sitting at the blockish horseshoe of
tables that forms the RIOC Board’s
meeting space, along with a mildly
mystified audience. As one at-
tendee observed, during Shane’s
three-year presidency the RIOC
Board hadn’t gone into executive
session in recent memory.

The chapel, where air condition-
ing is being replaced, was swelter-
ing. “I’ll sweat it out with the folks
out there,” Shane said in a private
conversation, referring to Island-
ers who had come to the meeting.

An hour later, Lawlor, who
chairs the RIOC Board by virtue
of his position as Commissioner of
the State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal (DHCR), re-
turned, touched Shane on the
shoulder as though to communi-
cate The news is not good, and
asked Shane to join him on Good
Shepherd’s lower level where the
executive session continued. Shane
was gone only 10 minutes, return-
ing at 7:30. After another 10, he
gathered his jacket and other
things. He told this reporter, as he
left, “You’re going to need a filler
for my WIRE column.” A few min-
utes later, the Board members re-
turned. Lawlor listed items covered
in the executive session, ending
with this: “We also at executive
session were informed by Presi-

dent Steve Shane that he would go
on leave, pending a discussion of
retirement.”

It was personnel doublespeak for
The Board fired Shane – an an-
nouncement of the way Shane had
chosen to go, not why.

Shane had told this reporter that
he wanted to stay.  First seeing his
own personal clouds gathering on
Wednesday, June 23, Shane met in-
dividually with four Board mem-
bers after hearing from Commis-
sioner Lawlor that they were of-
fended by the contents of a tran-
script interview published in the
June 5 issue of The WIRE – spe-
cifically, his criticisms of a mas-
ter-lease plan that the Board has
chosen as a way of filling empty
retail spaces on Main Street. (See
separate report, this issue.)  While
Shane had said he would faithfully
execute the Board’s plan, he had
told The WIRE, and an evening
RIRA meeting on that same
Wednesday, that he feels it is ill-
advised.

Shane’s attitude, as he described
it to The WIRE, is that he owes the
State, the Board, and the commu-
nity his best advice, even if it’s a
dissent.  He pointed out that no
master-lease plan has yet been for-
mally adopted. In his mind, the dis-
cussion remains open, even as he
works – make that worked – to
implement the Board’s intent.

In fact, the master-lease ap-
proach starts with a Request for
Proposals (RFP), used to attract

bidders interested in leasing all the
Island’s available and usable retail
storefronts and then remarketing
the space, store by store, to retail-
store operators. Preparing the RFP
has been slow-going, Shane has
said, because it is dicey writing a
plan that straddles the
entreprenurial for-profit motive

and the RIOC mission of serving
the Island’s population. The real-
estate consulting firm Jones Lang
Lasalle has been producing and
refining drafts of such an RFP (at
a total cost that Shane estimates to
be around $150,000).

The current master-lease effort

RIOC President Steve Shane sat alone Monday night while the corporation’s Board met in a closed executive
session.  After an hour, he was asked to join the meeting.  Ten minutes later, he was no longer RIOC President.

by David Stone
This month, Sasha Fisher will fly off to Africa to initiate Project Bloom,

a program under the auspices of a New York City NGO called Spark
MicroGrants that is concerned with pressing social needs in underde-

veloped communities, mainly in
Africa.  (NGO stands for “non-gov-
ernmental organization,” a broad
term applied to groups with a chari-
table mission but no governmental
connection.)  Its concerns include
health, clean water, general sanita-
tion, and other basic needs.

A recent honors graduate of the
University of Vermont, Fisher has
called Roosevelt Island home since
moving here with her mother, a
psychoanalyst, when she started
middle school.  “I love it here,” she
says, her affection enhanced by our
international community and the
ease of casually meeting people

She’s Headed to Rwanda,
Microgrants in Luggage

Sasha Fisher See Microgrants, page 7

Briefly...
• PS 217 now has 19 kindergart-

ners for a fresh class of gifted and
talented students, ensuring for
now the continuity of the Island’s
program.  Its potential loss was re-
ported in the June 19 WIRE, and
discussed in an editorial.

• As part of a major hospital
shuffle in the City, more than 200
Goldwater beds will be moved
from the Island to Harlem to a
renovated North General Hospital
in about 18 months.  The State and
City plan to build a state-of-the-art
nursing facility on the Goldwater
campus; that project is about three
years away.

Point of Conflict:  Empty
Stores & How to Fill Them

by Dick Lutz
Steve Shane elaborated last week

on his concerns about a plan to
farm out rental of
Main Street retail
space to a master
lessee who would
then rent it to
merchants.

Shane, the
president of the
Roosevelt Island
Operating Cor-
poration (RIOC),
made three key
points in speak-
ing to a Resi-
dents Associa-
tion meeting
held Wednesday
night, June 23, as
preparation for
this past week’s Monday-evening
meeting of the RIOC Board of Di-

rectors.
• First, that the space presently

available for a master lessee to
manage is only
about 10,000
square feet (con-
sisting of empty
storefronts on
Main Street),
which may be
too little to attract
the interest of a
qualified master
lessee.

• Second, that
drafting a Re-
quest for Propos-
als (RFP) for a
master lease-
holder is com-
plex because the
document must

make it clear to a potential winning
bidder that his activities will be
subject to RIOC’s mandate to serve
the community, even if that con-
flicts with his profit motive.

• Third, that he believes a “free-
enterprise” approach to leasing out

See Retail, page 12

Three weeks ago,
The WIRE asked members
of the RIOC Board to write
essays for this issue.  They
appear on pages 8 and 9.
One, by Jonathan Kalkin,
discusses the idea of a
master lessee for retail
spaces.  Steve Shane’s
public expression of his
doubts about that approach
is one of the factors that led
to his being fired.  This
article, prepared before he
was fired, is largely drawn
from his appearance
Wednesday, June 23, at a
RIRA meeting called to
consider the retail question.

See Shane, page 7
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Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the com-
munity, and to/from officials.  Requests for a Name With-
held signature will be considered, but the writer’s name,
address, and phone number must be provided for veri-
fication and for our records; letters submitted anony-
mously will not be published.  Submit letters by e-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com or on a disk left at the
desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  If
you e-mail, expect a confirming response and, if you
receive none, resend and call 212-826-9056 to alert us
that it’s been sent.  Alternatives:  Typed copy left at
531 Main Street; allow extra time for typesetting.  Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered, if brief.  We are
not able to take telephone dictation of letters.  All let-
ters are subject to acceptance and editing for length
and clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 350
words; longer letters will be considered if their content
merits the required space.

Marilyn Atkins, Bubu Arya, Aaron Barth, Jennifer Barth, Steve Bessenoff, Paco Bozzano-Barnes,
Bill Buckley, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Manuela Campo, Carol Chen, Mark Chipman, Ava Dawson,
John Dougherty, Wanita Elliot, Arlise Ellis, Alexander Enoch, Andrew Enoch, Elizabeth Erickson,
Frank Farance, Russell Fields, Gloria Gonsalves, Matthew Gonsalves, Tiffany Gonsalves,
Angela Grant, Aaron Hamburger, Jinyan Han, Marge Harris, Teresa Hasing, Steve Heller, Hangong
Huang, Todd Jagerson, Mary Jo Knight, Michael Kolba, Gad Levanon, Clinton Narine, Sandra Narine,
Rebecca Ocampo, Essie Owens, Florence Paau, Joan Pape, Christina Park, Richie Ramdeen,
Ronnie Rigos, Mrs Mondira Sarkar, Katja Simons, Ron Schuppert, Joseph Taranella, Olivia Veras,
Su Wang, Nina Wintringham; Kristyn Donnelly and the students of Legacy High School; Hassan
Wazani and students from the PS/IS 217 Beacon.

The Editorial Page

See Letters, page 8

To the Editor,
In her letter in the June 5 WIRE,

Anne-Lise Vernier listed only a few
of the creatures endangered by the
cars speeding along the east-side
road running south past Goldwater
Hospital, where, radios blaring,
cars rocket past as if they were on
a drag strip.  Not only wildlife and
children are threatened.  The area
has been filled, more than ever this
spring, with families, some with
baby carriages, with men and
women in wheelchairs heading to
the river for picnics, with tourists
peering ill-advisedly into guide-
books as they walk across and be-
side the road.  Last week, a big,
athletically built man was almost
knocked off his bike by a sideswip-
ing car. His numbers are likely to
multiply, too, as more bikers, run-
ners, and rollerbladers are drawn
to that lovely place when the
Southpoint park opens.

Ticketing hasn’t worked.  Why
no speed bumps?  I’ve heard that
previous administrations of RIOC
shrugged off the idea, saying that
it would be “too dangerous.”  Dan-
gerous for whom?  Drivers reck-
lessly ignoring the speed-limit and
speed-bump warnings that would
be posted along the road?  A guy
in a wheelchair who can’t make it
across to the curb in time?  A small
child entranced and distracted by
a wandering gosling?

Why do the drivers matter more?
Jennifer Dunning

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters deadline for July 31 issue
Tuesday, July 27

To the Editor:
I’m writing with respect to Main

Street retail.  I was recently trying
to find a food co-op close to
Roosevelt Island, and found that
there are only four in the five bor-
oughs (Park Slope, Flatbush, South
Bronx, and the East Village).

For readers unfamiliar with food
co-ops, they are community-
owned grocery stores where co-op
members work and/or pay a mem-
bership fee and are involved with
the operations of the store.  Non-
members can typically shop at food
co-ops, but don’t have the benefit
of discounted prices.  The South
Bronx food co-op (sbxfc.org) is a
good example.

I think a food co-op would be a
good addition to Main Street for a
couple of reasons.  First, there has
been much discussion in The WIRE
regarding shopping alternatives to
Gristedes.  A food co-op could not
only provide low-cost, healthy, and
sustainable products, but the prod-
ucts would be democratically se-
lected by all of the co-op members,
and therefore would reflect the
needs and preferences of our com-
munity.  Furthermore, due to scar-
city of food co-ops in New York
City and a growing interest in
healthy and sustainable products,
a food co-op here may even attract
people from Queens or Manhattan
(or at least from North and South
of the Main Street retail area).

I would like to know if other resi-
dents believe a food co-op would
be a feasible proposal for the Main
Street retail.  I can be reached by
e-mail at RIfoodcoop@gmail.com.

Liz Pirraglia

To the Editor:
The Roosevelt Island Residents

Association 10th annual Roosevelt
Island Day Blood Drive is history.
Here’s how we did:  Over four con-
secutive Saturdays signing up po-
tential donors at the Farmer’s Mar-
ket, we amassed 85 pledges, which
resulted in 45 blood donations. In
past years, we’ve collected two
pints for every three sign-ups, but
a varying number are turned away
each time for a variety of medical
reasons – an unknown variable.
Still, five-and-a half gallons of
blood is nothing to sneeze at, and
the New York Blood Center is al-
ways most grateful.

I was curious to see how the
pledges broke down by residential
development.  Forty-three came
from the WIRE buildings, eleven
from Manhattan Park, 10 from
Southtown/Riverwalk, 10 from
Octagon Apartments and, surpris-
ingly, 11 from off-Islanders.  This
suggests that the Saturday
Farmer’s Market is truly a nexus
for visitors as well as Islanders, and
that folks in the disparate develop-
ments see themselves as Roosevelt
Islanders, ready to participate in Is-
land events.  Very gratifying for
those of us in RIRA who have la-
bored for years to make this so.

I must thank the troopers from
the RIRA Common Council who
staffed the tables each Saturday to
request (cajole? demand? beg?)
your donations of the red stuff.
Asking for someone’s blood is un-
like any other donation scenario I
know.  Thanks to those on the the
professional and courteous staff at
the New York Blood Center who,
for years now, have guided me
through the months of preparation
culminating in the Roosevelt Island
Day blood drive.  And last, but cer-
tainly not least, thank you to all you
bleeders (and I mean that in the
nicest way) who fulfill a crucial
summertime need and make New
York City just that much safer.

Matthew Katz, Chair
RIRA Planning Committee

Blood Drive Captain

To the Editor:
Frankly, I was happy to see that

I was not the only one aghast at
Steve Shane’s comments (June 5
WIRE).  Furthermore, it appears
that my astonishment isn’t because
I live at The Octagon.

No one expects Roosevelt Island
to become Tribeca, but is that any
kind of reason for not being as at-
tractive, pleasant, and functional in
retail services as we can be?

My understanding from long-
time residents is that the position
Mr. Shane occupies seems to be
typically occupied by someone at
the end of their career.  We have a
complicated situation, being under
the control of RIOC, but surely
there must be a way to move to-
ward having our local leader more
motivated to improve the Island.
In fact, why isn’t there a require-
ment that the person occupying this
position live on the Island, at least
during the work week?  That would
certainly change an attitude!

Denise Shull

To the Editor:
As an early WIRE Comparison Shopper, I must thank Andrew Gor-

don for taking the time to do this research (June 19 issue), The WIRE for
giving his work a full page that everyone could easily read, and both for
this valuable community service.

While many of us still do not use Fresh Direct, and some of us are
balancing our Saturday GreenMarket, Gristedes, and the subway fruit
and vegetable man with other shopping experiences, the facts remain –
for some items, prices will be high no matter where we shop, selections
will vary from store to store, house brands (sometimes less expensive,
sometimes more) will offer some alternatives to those “top-shelf”  or
name-brand items, and our friends at Gristedes, who really are trying
harder lately, will deserve a chance to either win us back or win us over.

I did CS columns for The WIRE back in the mid-1990s, when things
were much worse here on the Island for people just trying to keep the
basic staples in their fridges and cabinets.  Prices were quite high – as
high as Food Emporium – and the Island supermarket was poorly main-
tained.  Even now, you would have to be living under a rock not to know
that the price of everything that goes into getting bread, eggs, butter,
milk, meat, fish, canned goods, etc., to the market shelves has gone up,
from the ingredients to produce these things to the cost of the fuel that
truckers use to make deliveries.

What makes me a comparison shopper now, even if I am not writing
for The WIRE, is that in 2010 my income went down by 20%, my
MetroCard went up, and even with insurance, my out-of-pocket expenses
went up about 20%.  At a Met Foods near my office in Union Square, I
scour the circular for the days when butter is either 99¢ or $1.99, or
when chicken parts are on sale for 59¢, 69¢, or even 99¢ per pound.
And when that store – a third the size of our Gristedes but with incred-

...happened at the school PS/IS 217! So here’s the story!
One of the best teachers at the school got “excessed.”  That teacher

was Mr. Klaw the art teacher.  The kids at PS/IS 217 really need art
because Mr. Klaw is a really loving and caring teacher.  The kids adore
him!  He lets the kids express feelings in our drawings.  At PS/IS 217,
the kids there really need art because every single time I walk past that
magical room, I see kids of all grades laughing!  Also my friends Kenny,
Ingrid, Madeline, Weim, Ammar, and Richard are always talking and
talking about how Mr. Klaw is a great teacher!

Thanks for reading this and I hope you understand why something
wrong was done at our school!

Sophia DeMeo

Omelette Democracy
Activist Roosevelt Islanders have long wanted the Board

of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) to be more firmly assertive on behalf of residents and
their needs.  The Island’s political history is deeply stained
with years of weak patronage management, sent from Albany
essentially to collect bloated salaries and use this community
for political and economic purposes only marginally compat-
ible with the needs of the people living here.  Yearning for
some recourse, for some leverage, residents – and this news-
paper – demanded more power be placed in residents’ hands.

We got it.  We got it carried in the hands of an Eliot Spitzer
appointee instructed to run the risk of a RIOC Board whose
public members are nominated by the community, though still
appointed (as required by law) by the governor.  It’s been that
way since 2008 – a kind of let’s see how this will work approach,
not codified in law not yet firmly rooted in custom or tradition.

Steve Shane, as RIOC President, was also far more open
than any of his predecessors.  A former Marine, he had the
courage to put increased power in the hands of the people.

Fair enough... and it was inevitable that, given power, a
resident RIOC Board would assert itself.

Wouldn’t it have been nice if its first dramatic exercise of
that power hadn’t been to fire the RIOC President who finally
satisfied those years of effort toward democracy?

Unfortunately, democracy is messy.  Unfortunately, democ-
racy can hurt people – even its friends.

The action against Steve Shane was unfortunate in two
ways:  First, that it was directed against the man quite prop-
erly described as the best we’ve had in a long time.  Second,
that RIOC Board members did what they did Monday evening
in secret:  No advance notice, no open discussion, no commu-
nity involvement, no consultation.

And when it was over, a stone wall of non-explanation –
whether imposed from above or adopted within the Board –
embraced the fiction that, spontaneously, Steve Shane had de-
cided to retire in the middle of a RIOC Board meeting.  This lie
might work in private transactions between corporations and
terminated employees, or governments and disgraced politi-
cians who “want to spend more time with my family.”  It doesn’t
work when the one clearly understood precipitating cause is
the RIOC President’s openness in sharing his views with the
community – in Shane’s case, the transcript interview in the
June 5 WIRE in which he openly doubted the workability of
the Board’s master-lease approach to Main Street retail.

If, out of the silence, the takeaway for future RIOC Presi-
dents is that they must keep their expertise to themselves,
that’s not healthy for a struggling little democracy.

Space doesn’t permit the parting salute that Steve Shane
deserves for his invigoration of a RIOC staff once considered a
collection of tired losers or his well-organized supervision of
many projects.  Despite his skill in the job, his most important
legacy may be the empowerment of a community-elected Board
of Directors – taking the risk of openness and democracy that,
in the end, cost him his job as RIOC president.

DL



Monday (except July 5)
9:30 Ballroom Dancing
11:00 Tai Chi
6:00 Yoga with Nurit

Tuesday
9:30 Chinese Massage
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Ping Pong
11:00 Blood Pressure
2:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games (RISA)

Senior Center
Wednesday

9:30 Yoga with Irene (not Jul 7)
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Spanish (not Jul 7)
10:30 Computers

Thursday
9:30 Stronger Bones
10:30 Arabic
10:45 Ping Pong
12:30 Movie

– This Weekend –
Independence Day, Sun Jul 4; fireworks are on the Hudson this year.

– Continuing –
Ping Pong Outdoors, Sat, 8:30am-2:30pm, handball courts at

Capobianco Field.  All ages; free.  (Ad, page 16.)
Choices, RIVAA members’ exhibition at The Octa-

gon Gallery, 888 Main St., daily 9am-9pm, thru
Aug 22.

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 10am-6pm, Sportspark.  All ages;
free.  (Ad, page 20.)

The Island of Art exhibition, Gallery RIVAA, thru
Aug 22.  Sat-Sun, 11am-5pm, Wed & Fri, 6-9pm.

Red Tide NYC Masters Swim Program practice, Sun, 12-2pm, Sports-
park. Competitive swimming for ages 18-up.  First session free; mem-
bership $40/year; swim passes additional.  Info at RedTideNYC.org.

Open Swim at Sportspark, Mon-Fri, 6-11am (all ages).  Adults, $5;
children, $3; seniors 60 and over, and children 4 and under, free.  For
fees, adult-swim hours, and additional times and classes, with age
restrictions, see ad, page 20.

Night Watch, photographs by Islander Richard Bachmann,
Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm (Wed to 6pm), thru Aug 11, Weill
Cornell Medical Associates East Side Gallery, 211 E 80th
St.  Info from Richard@BachmannStudio.com.

Knitting & Crochet for Adults, Tue, 10am, Library.
Ping Pong:  Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark.  Class, Wed,

6-9pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.  (Ad, page 20.)
Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6pm, Library.
Science-Fiction Discussion Group, first Tue of month (except July;

resumes in August), 6:30pm, Library.
Picture Book Hour (age 4 and under), Wed, 11am, Library.
Nintendo Wii Play (kids), Wed, 3pm, Library.
Robots for Kids, Thu, 6-8pm, Youth Program, 506 Main St.  Pizza for

the kids.  Information:  917-751-2900.

– Coming Week & Next Weekend –
RooseveltL!VE event:  First Annual Albert Ayler Festival, Sat Jul 10,

2-10pm, Riverwalk Commons.  Record vendors and musicians cel-
ebrate the influential tenor jazz saxophonist 40 years after his death.
(Ad, page 11.)

RIOC’s Outdoor Movie Series, Zoolander, Sat Jul 10, starting at dusk
(about 8:30), Firefighters Field.

– Future Weeks –
Book Discussion, August, Osage County by Tracy Letts, Thu Jul 15,

6:30pm, Library.  Copies available at the local branch.
Opening Reception for 3 Points of View, Plein

Air Landscapes exhibition by Islander
Georgette Sinclair and two other artists, Sun
Jul 18, 11am-3pm, Water Mill Museum, 41
Old Mill Rd., Water Mill NY 11976.  Exhibi-
tion runs Jul 15-Aug 8.  Open Mon, Thu-Sat,
11am-5pm, Sun, 1-5pm.

HiveMind Display starts Sun July 18, Riverwalk Commons.  (See Jul
24-25.)  Runs thru Aug 14.  (Ad, page 15.)

Roosevelt L!VE event:  Gamelatron in the HiveMind, Sat-Sun Jul 24-25,
all day, by sound artist Ximil7; robotic Indonesian Gamelan orchestra,
Riverwalk Commons.

RIOC’s Outdoor Movie Series, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Sat Jul
24, starting at dusk (about 8:30), Firefighters Field.

The Main Street WIRE – Next issue Sat Jul 31.  Advertising Dead-
lines:  Display ads, Wed Jul 21; decision date
for circulars/inserts, Mon Jul 26; 6,000 copies
due Thu Jul 29.  Additional issues in 2010:
Aug 28; Sep 11, 25; Oct 9, 23; Nov 6, 20; Dec 11
(December schedule revised).
2011: Jan 15, 29; Feb 12, 26; Mar
12, 26; Apr 9, 23; May 7, 21; Jun 4, 18; Jul 2;
Aug 27; Sep 10, 24; Oct 8, 22; Nov 5, 19; Dec

10.  News phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters, 917-617-0449.  Ad-
vertising, display and classified:  917-587-3278.

RooseveltL!VE event:  Conscious Cycle 451 artist collective invites ev-
erybody to evolve a work over the weekend, Sat-Sun Jul 31-Aug 1,
12noon-5pm, Riverwalk Commons.  DJ music and time-lapse film of the
progression of the painting.  (Ad, page 15.)

RIOC’s Outdoor Movie Series, Conspiracy Theory, Sat Aug 7, starting
at dusk (about 8:30), Firefighters Field.

Book Discussion, The White Tiger by Adiga Aravind, Thu Aug 19, 6:30pm,
Library.  Copies available at the local branch.

RIOC’s Outdoor Movie Series, Nighthawks, Sat Aug 21, starting at dusk
(about 8:30), Firefighters Field.

School opens, Wed Sep 8.  (Note: Sep 9 & 10 are holidays.)
RooseveltL!VE event:  Yelp’s So Long, Summer! BBQ, Sun Sep 12,

4-6pm, Riverwalk Commons.  Sliders, dogs, & dip for those who RSVP
to nyc10044.com/z/5.  (Ad, page 15.)

Primary Election Day, Tue Sep 14.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed

Sep 15, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin
with a public session for resident comments/announcements.

Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board of Directors meeting,
Thu Sep 16, 5:30pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Public-com-
ment period precedes formal session.

Run for Congo Women, Sat Sep 25.  Info: nyc10044.com/z/2.
Fall for Arts Festival, Sat Oct 2, 11am-4pm, Good Shepherd Plaza and

nearby areas.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed

Oct 6, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Meetings begin with
a public session for resident comments/announcements.

Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board of Directors meeting,
Thu Oct 21, 5:30pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Public-com-
ment period precedes formal session.
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The
RIRA
Column

Frank Farance, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: rira-president@rira-council.org

Friday
9:30 Yoga with Irene (not Jul 9)
10:30 Ballroom Dancing
10:30 English as 2nd Language
1:30 Korean Games
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Independence Day Celebration,

Sun Jul 4, all day
Closed Mon Jul 5
Volunteer Day for Seniors, Mon

Jul 19, 10am-3pm

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

TM

Home-delivered meals –
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

1.  RIRA Blood Drive a huge success.  Thank you
to all who participated.  This year was our best effort
ever.  Thanks to Matt Katz for organizing this; vam-
pires would have been proud.

2.  Roosevelt Island Day was wonderful!  This is
such a great community day.  Thank you to Doryne
Isley, Charlie DeFino, the managing companies,
RIOC, and others who supported, helped, and par-
ticipated.  RIRA served hundreds of free bagels, cof-
fee, and orange juice
to residents — thanks
to Trellis for the wide
assortment of bagels.
My children and I
enjoyed the rides, the
ponies, the little train
ride, and the
children’s ID event.
The Motown review
band was excellent, including watching PSD Deputy
Director René Bryan work up the crowd.  Mr. Bryan,
you were having so much fun, you should have been
in the band.

3.  Roosevelt Island Reunion.  Last weekend, we
had a reunion of original residents circa 1976 to 1986.
About 200 returned to picnic, swap stories, show off
their children, and play music.  I was in the last cat-
egory, a keyboard player.  In our younger days, we
musicians would haul equipment on spring Saturday
mornings to the water’s steps at Motorgate and jam
for a couple of hours.  (Or, as one derisively put it, a
loud tuning of guitars for four hours.)  Over six hours
of playing, we covered Jeff Beck’s Freeway Jam, Tom
Petty’s American Girl, Credence Clearwater Revival’s
Born on the Bayou, Wild Cherry’s Play That Funky
Music, James Brown’s Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag,
Allman Brother’s Statesboro Blues, Jimi Hendrix’s
Fire, and ended with Blind Faith’s Can’t Find My Way
Home.  Thanks to residents Dana Doyle, Olya
Turcihin, and Brian Dorfmann for organizing the
event.  Thanks to RIOC staff Donna Masly, Carol
Rubino, Mike Smith, and Fernando Martinez for their
excellent help.  Thanks to Public Safety for provid-
ing security, who received many compliments from
us old-timers.

4.  RIRA Informational meeting on Main Street
storefronts.  We had our meeting, but,  unfortunately,
no one from the RIOC Board’s Real Estate Advisory
Committee attended.  The whole idea was to be in-
formed about the process and to hear the multiple
sides.  RIOC President Steve Shane explained that
we could have a 90-day process for renting store-
fronts.  Cynthia Ahn, who runs a nail salon, and Julie
Palermo, of the RI Chamber of Commerce. expressed
concerns and dissatisfaction over the potential mas-
ter-lease process.  Merchants are worried that when
their leases expire, they might be pushed out.  Here
are some of the main problems with the present mas-
ter-lease process:

• Premise:  The big developers (Southtown and
Octagon) are willing to invest millions in this because
it will help with their rentals and sales.  Response:
This is baloney.  If spending a million dollars would
help their rentals/sales, they’d spend the money now.
But we have already learned that they won’t spend
money; for all the chatter from developers about get-
ting a ferry while the tram is out, when it came to
these developers putting up money, they balked.  So,
we learned that the developer’s sob story about rental/
sales is not true.  The same applies here; they are pig-
gybacking on residents’ frustration with a plausible
but phony story about a loss of rentals/sales.  Yes,
developers might be interested in the storefronts, but
not because of loss of rentals/sales.

• Some RIOC Board members claim that only “free-
market” economics works, and government can do
no good.  Recent U.S. economic history tells us that
“free-market” doesn’t always work.  Not only will it
not work here, we are not getting “free-market” eco-
nomics with the master-lease plan.  According to
RIOC Board member Jonathan Kalkin, developers
would allow the stores to run at a loss.  So, if RIOC
allows their stores to run at a loss, it’s bad govern-
ment; but if a private enterprise does it, it’s “free

market.”  Furthermore, the deals that brought Duane
Reade and Starbucks to the Island were not stand-
alone profit operations, they were trades (as described
by RIOC’s real-estate advisor Jones Lange Lasalle),
where the developer would allow the merchant some
prime location off Roosevelt Island, but in exchange,
the merchant had to put a store on Roosevelt Island.
These kinds of arrangements aren’t “free-market”
economics.  They are merely choosing between two
kinds of artificial/non-market economies: one is cho-
sen by a government entity (RIOC, on which we have
some influence), and one is chosen by a private en-
tity (master lessee, on whom we have no influence).

• Roosevelt Island is intended to be an economi-
cally diverse community.  This is very different from
most other communities.  As Mr. Shane pointed out,
we have a nail salon in Southtown whose rent is $45/
sq.ft., and a nail salon in Roosevelt Landings whose
rent is $15/sq.ft., with clienteles for each.  In the mas-
ter-lease process, it might easily be economically vi-
able to replace the $15/sq.ft. nail salon with another
service at $22/sq.ft., which is unaffordable by the nail
salon.  The outcome is that businesses and services
lost for a lower economic segment are replaced by
businesses and services for a higher economic seg-
ment.  This is what
normal “free-mar-
ket” economics do
and, normally,
some kind of out-
of-market entity
(e.g., government)
is necessary to re-
duce this imbal-
ance.  Essentially,
this is the argument
that our current
merchants are mak-
ing.

• The storefronts
could be rented
right now with
leases subject to the
master lease, which
is how it is done in
shopping malls, but
the RIOC Board does not want to do that.  They say
that will reduce the value of any master-lease RFP
process.  This makes no sense: either your investment
horizon is short-term, in which case you only care
about the available 10,000 square feet, which is so
small that it is of little interest, or you care about the
long-term, i.e., when big spaces like Gristedes are
available in 2032, in which case the tenants rentable
within 90 days are not your investment concern.

• What happens when the master lease doesn’t
work?  For example, what if residents are really, re-
ally unhappy with the outcome?  The only way to
unwind the deal is litigation or concessions, which
will cost the Island (and a future RIOC Board).  This
is an all-lose situation, and the RIOC Board has not
said how they will handle this.

The RIOC Board is unwilling to permit a hybrid:
lease storefronts now (could be done in 90 days) with
leases that will be subject to the master lease; mean-
while, work through community concerns.  As RIRA’s
Vice President Ellen Polivy said regarding the 2008
Island referendum question on a master lease, “I don’t
think we literally meant that [it had to be a master
lease].  What we wanted was the storefronts rented
right away.”  About two months ago, RIOC Board
Member Jonathan Kalkin said that merchants would
be able to rent as soon as June.  June has come and
gone.  It appears that Mr. Shane’s predictions were
more accurate.  After all, he is a real-estate attorney
who has worked with many commercial properties
over the years.

I think experience is important.  For example, When
RIOC Board member Mike Shinozaki talks about
operations, it is clear that his background brings vital
experience to RIOC’s efforts.  For the Real Estate
Committee, there is nothing inherently wrong with
an insurance agent, a grade-school teacher, and a pe-

See RIRA , page 13
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Now available in Long Island City, Queens

NYCRx is a New York City-based non-profit organization,
founded by NYC’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene,

that has partnered with health centers and hospitals in the
New York City area to make safe and effective medications

available at the lowest possible cost to all New Yorkers.
Call our participating providers for more detail.

Want to Spend Less
on Your Prescriptions?

Discounted Drugs are Available
to Most of Our Patients

Participating Providers in Queens
Long Island City Health Center Metrocare Pharmacy
36-11 21st Street – 718-482-7772 21-12 36th Avenue – 718-606-0068

212-676-2152www.nycrx.org
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GGRRIISSTTEEDDEESS
of ROOSEVELT ISLAND

PICK UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS • PRICES EFFECTIVE 7/3/10 - 7/16/10

GRISTEDES
PHARMACY COUPON

On any new or transferred prescription. Limit one coupon per prescription, one
per shopping family. Not valid on third party insurance co-pay. Void where

prohibited by law or contract. Not valid on mail order. Can not be used with IGT Card.
Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island

Expires July 16, 2010                                         8022

$10 OFF $10OFF
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY WITH A $75 PURCHASE 

Can not be used with IGT Card. Excludes cigarettes
& lottery tickets. Good only at Roosevelt Island

Week 2 • Valid July 10 to July 16, 2010 MSW

GRISTEDES SUPER COUPON
8023

$10OFF
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY WITH A $75 PURCHASE 

Can not be used with IGT Card. Excludes cigarettes
& lottery tickets. Good only at Roosevelt Island.

Week 1 • Valid July 3 to July 9, 2010 MSW

GRISTEDES SUPER COUPON
8021

OUR HOT JULY 4TH CELEBRATION
USDA Choice

Certified Angus Beef
Top Round

London Broil
$399

lb.

Bone-In • Center Cut

Pork
Chops
$199

lb.

Max
Pack

ShopRite
Sliced
Bacon

$199
1 lb. Pkg.

Fresh • 3 lbs. or More

Ground
Beef
$199

lb.

Dole
Classic

Salad Blend

2/$312 oz.

Northwest • Bing

Cherries
$299

lb.

Tropical

Mangoes
4/$3

Fresh • On The Vine

Tomatoes
$149

lb.

Farm Sweet

Corn
6/$199

Sally Sherman
Cole Slaw,
Macaroni or
Potato Salad

$399
3 lb. Container

ShopRite
Domestic

Swiss Cheese
$399

lb.

Store Baked

Turkey
Breast
$499

lb.

Yellow or White

ShopRite
American Cheese

Singles

$199
12 oz.

Assorted Var.

Ssips
Drinks

99¢
64 oz.

Poland Spring Water
Gallon 79¢ShopRite Soda

Assorted Varieties • 2 Liter 88¢ Flavored Ice
Assorted Varieties • 16 ct. Pkg. 99¢

ShopRite
Apple
Juice

99¢
64 oz.

Assorted Var.

Bar/S
Franks

99¢
16 oz.

Assorted Var.

Hellmann’s
Mayonnaise

2/$730 oz.

Assorted Varieties

Ronzoni
Healthy Harvest

Pasta

4/$516 oz.

ShopRite
Ice Cream
Sandwiches
or Cups

$299
12 ct.

Assorted Var.

Gatorade
Drinks

10/$1032 oz.

Assorted Var.

Hawaiian
Punch
Drinks

$299
Gallon

Assorted Var. Excluding
Cherry or Blueberry

Store Baked
8” Pies

$399
26-27 oz.

Assorted Var.

Pfeiffer
Salad

Dressings

99¢
16 oz.

Miller
High Life
Beer
$788

12 oz. Bottles

12
Pack

24
Pack

Open
July 4th
For Your

Convenience

Assorted Varieties

Francesco
Rinaldi

Pasta Sauce

99¢
24 oz.

ShopRite
Spring
Water

$299
16.9 oz. Bottles

Hauswald’s
Hot Dog or
Hamburger

Rolls

2/$3 8
Pack

Assorted Var.

Arizona
Iced
Tea

$299
Gallon

Regular or Light

Heineken
Keg Beer
$1999

5 Liter

Assorted Varieties

ShopRite
Kettle Potato Chips

$199
8.5 oz.

Assorted Varieties

Kellogg’s
Mini Wheats

$399
15.8-18 oz.
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website ContinentalCL.com  •  corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 • 24hrs • 718.507.8006

Laguardia $16
JFK $32

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

MAKE A RESERVATION

LIC. B00325

Eco-Friendly Drycleaning
• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning • Shirts Laundered
• Expert European Tailoring • Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA
Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broadway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

 

Programs for Infants, Toddlers and Two Year Olds

REGISTER NOW! 

    
     4 River Road 

   212 593-0750     www.ridn.org

at Riverwalk Crossing

- -

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

• • • Family Special • • •
Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50

+ 12 garlic knots – only $17.50

Cheese Pie:  Large $14.00, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50

Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00

– FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262

Established 1971

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Major
CREDIT CARDS

now accepted

455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688 • 212-583-1689
All major credit cards accepted

Free delivery for orders $15 and over
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is the work of Board member
Jonathan Kalkin, who proposed it
in a WIRE article published June
16, 2007 (on line at nyc10044.com/z/
7).  Kalkin discusses it further in
an article written for this issue
(published along with personal
commentaries by other resident
RIOC Board members, requested
two weeks ago by The WIRE), sug-
gesting that a commercial opera-
tion will be able to fill vacated
spaces far more rapidly than RIOC
can, given the governmental red
tape that binds RIOC. Shane’s
view, among other concerns, is that
no competent bidder is likely to
emerge for a starting situation lim-
ited to about 10,000 square feet of
retail space (out of Northtown’s
107,000 square feet).

Silent Storm
Quiet rumors started to circulate

well over a week before Monday’s
meeting, but the resident Board
members contacted by The WIRE
declined to confirm, deny, or com-
ment on the plans they were mak-
ing. Jon Kalkin and Margie Smith
were told that their silence would
be taken as confirmation that a
move against Shane was in the
works, but Smith responded by
saying that the silence should be
taken as nothing more than silence.

The rumor persisted that Shane
would be fired or that a vote of no-
confidence would be proposed.

Board members had expressed
dissatisfaction with Shane’s han-
dling of a number of matters. Sev-
eral who are Rivercross residents
grumbled that they felt
privatization was stalled. Former
DHCR Commissioner Deborah
VanAmerongen had given Shane
the job of coordinating the various
interests involved in clearing the
way for privatization of Island
House, Westview, and Rivercross.
Shane, a former Marine, once char-
acterized attempts to engage and
move the bureaucracies as being
very much like trying to turn a
battleship.

But feelings were voiced that he
was deliberately dragging the pro-
cess out – perhaps even encourag-
ing the governmental entities in-
volved to demand too much from
a deal. Shane repeatedly denied
this to The WIRE, once saying
completion of the assignment
given him by VanAmerongen as
something that would cap his ca-
reer.  (He is 72.)

(Lawlor said Tuesday afternoon
that he feels any impediments to
privatization can be cleared “pretty
quickly.”)

Shane has tangled with various

President, and to pursue the early
retirement.  He informed the Board
of that, and we accepted his deci-
sion. It’s a personnel matter, and
private.” Lawlor steadfastly re-
fused to admit what was apparent
– that the Board had terminated
Shane. “He was not fired. He of-
fered his resignation and we ac-
cepted it,” Lawlor said.

(Lawlor said that the governor’s
Appointments Office already has
several candidates for the RIOC
Presidency, and that they would be
presented to the RIOC Board soon
– this less than 24 hours after
Shane’s abrupt “resignation.”
Lawlor said that there is not yet a
date for public interviews of re-
placement candidates, but said,
“Pencil in 30 days from last night,”
referring to the fact that Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Steve Chironis had
agreed to serve as Acting President
of RIOC for 30 days.)

Shane’s View
Shane himself was not reticent.

While the Board was meeting in
executive session without him, he
reiterated earlier comments to The
WIRE that he considered it his fi-
duciary duty to give the best ad-
vice he could muster from his years
of real-estate practice and govern-
ment employment, and to inform
the community. Indeed, Shane has
been more open in his communi-
cations through The WIRE than any
of his recent predecessors.

Ironically, Shane had a hand in
shaping the Board that forced him
out.  When publicly interviewed in
April of 2007 by those then serv-
ing on the RIOC Board, he en-
dorsed the idea of community elec-
tions to nominate residents to serve

from nearly anywhere on Earth.
Fisher’s interest in social justice and “human insecurity,”

which she made into a self-designed college major, started early.
“When I was old enough, I was allowed to watch the news
with my father.”  Her father, Craig Fisher, is an abstract artist.

Together, they watched Peter Jennings on ABC, and her
socially conscious father helped shape her opinions.  “I love
NPR and Jim Lehrer, also,” Sasha says.

“I saw how they rebuilt Europe after World War II, and I
thought, why aren’t we doing the same things in other places?”

“Human insecurity,” as Fisher sees it, means “the basic
lack of available and healthy foods, clean water, health care,
and education.”  She has developed an original formulation
about how these factors produce effects across broad popu-
lations and the value of improving on them.

Fisher is vivacious and laughs easily, belying the impres-
sion one might assume for an individual committed to seri-
ous and monumental challenges. “I enjoy old soul music,”
she says, “like James Brown and Otis Redding.  Oh, and
Aretha Franklin. I like hip hop, too.”

Attending public school in New York City, for her, meant
“a lot of political conversations.” These sharpened her ideas
and expanded her perspectives.  “I worked in the Model
United Nations and, also, the City Abroad program.”

During her time at the University of Vermont, she partici-
pated in academic field work in South Sudan.  There, she
focused on improving education for the next generation of
women leaders and, in the townships of South Africa, on

Shane from page 1

Microgrants from page 1

designing and supporting health and youth programs.  She
expects that field experience to be of great use in launching
Project Bloom.

To understand her initiative, it’s necessary first to get an
idea of how Spark MicroGrants operates.  The organization
was founded by Teddy Savoriness and Neal Lesh when their
work on social and community issues in Africa led both to
an interest in increasing the efficiency of NGOs. “Most of
the NGOS are so inefficient,” Fisher notes in an aside.
According to their Mission Statement, “MicroGrants aims
to capitalize on the potential of local innovators by hosting
contests in which community members propose their own
solutions to social problems.”

MicroGrants works with locally established NGOs by
running contests to get local community members to com-
pete for small grants intended to fund pilot projects of their
creation.  MicroGrants believes strongly in spurring local
involvement, with the conviction that their uniquely invented
solutions will be more appropriate for the communities.  In
a current initiative, for example, the people of Nebar Ketema,
Ethiopia, are using a microgrant to bring safe water to their
people.

“I have friends acquainted with Neal Lesh,” Fisher re-
calls, and their meeting led to her active involvement with
MicroGrants as the organizer of Project Bloom.  “After my
experiences in Africa, I found I agreed with their approach
of local empowerment completely.”

“The first thing I’ll work on is arranging to give out a

grant for developing a way to tackle the problems faced by
street children in Kigali,” Rwanda’s capital.  “Getting the
community involved is important.  Most of the NGOs just
go in and do everything for them, but we think this is a
better approach.  The community owns the solution, and
we just help with funding pilots we are convinced will work.
Most NGOs approach solutions by injecting their own lead-
ership and ideas.” After finishing the process in Rwanda,
she will develop a microgrant for the purpose of supporting
rural women’s issues in Uganda.

While awarding money she believes will be put to good
use is invigorating, Fisher has also learned the importance
of fundraising, without which programs like Project Bloom
can’t complete their missions.  Along with more direct
fundraising, working inside Facebook she has established
MicroGrants Bloom as a Cause that people interested in
her project can join and support through the social network-
ing site.

“I’m happy for any help we can get, like donations, but
also people who are willing to work on the organizational
details that can free us to spend more time on our mission.”

Interested parties can discover more about this special orga-
nization by visiting the website,  microgrants.supportlocalsolutions.org.
The organization is a very young one, just launching its
first projects, and Sasha Fisher will gain a year of creating
and learning as she grants awards for Project Bloom’s two
initial pilots.

She’ll return home to Roosevelt Island in June of 2011.

Island interests.  Even this reporter,
in his role as editor and publisher
of The WIRE, has had loud dis-
agreements with him over reporting
of, for example, certain Public Safety
actions. Such conflicts have been
heated, but professional – even
gentlemanly, despite the volume.

But Shane is outspoken and, on
occasion, blunt in stating his view
of things. And while he seemed to
create cohesion and forward thrust
in a RIOC staff once considered
listless losers, members of the
Board have grown impatient with
the pace of progress in some areas.

The most recent, and triggering,
offense was certainly the transcript
interview published June 5.  It cov-
ered at length Shane’s philosophi-
cal and practical misgivings about
the Board’s plan to seek a master
lessee for Main Street’s Northtown
retail spaces. He was open in say-
ing that he saw the master-lease
plan as ill-advised, even while say-
ing that he would faithfully follow
the Board’s instructions.

Members of the Board, presum-
ably including Lawlor, were said
to be unhappy with Shane’s con-
tinued advocacy of his point of
view that RIOC could go forward
with leases to merchants waiting
in line for space.

Monday’s Action
Resident Board members present

and voting on Monday were Fay
Christian, Kathie Grimm, Jonathan
Kalkin, David Kraut, Howard
Polivy, and Margie Smith. Michael
Shinozaki was en route to Afghani-
stan on a civilian assignment re-
lated to government work. (He is
employed by Microsoft.)  All but
Kraut have been nominated to the

Board in recent community elec-
tions.  The longest-serving mem-
ber, Kraut was appointed by Gov-
ernor Mario Cuomo as a then-re-
luctant response to Kraut’s being
elected President of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association. Over
the years, he has worked with a
half-dozen RIOC Presidents.

With Lawlor, Monday night’s
decision to cut Shane loose in-
volved seven with the power to
vote.  In addition to Shinozaki, the
voting representative of the State
Office of the Budget was also ab-
sent, but the person in that seat in-
variably votes with the DHCR
Commissioner.  No vote was taken
in the executive session, but
Lawlor returned to the resumed
public meeting with what was later
characterized, by a participant who
asked his name not be used, as “a
sense of the room.”

Shane came to RIOC after a ca-
reer that spanned the Marine
Corps, assignments with private
law firms, a role with the State at
DHCR, and in-house lawyering for
real-estate developers. He holds
degrees from the University of
Michigan.

Asked for comments after the
Board’s action, David Kraut told
The WIRE, “No comment. It’s a
personnel matter.” Margie Smith e-
mailed a similar refusal to explain
what the Board had done. Fay
Christian e-mailed, “No com-
ment.”

Interviewed by telephone late
Tuesday, DHCR Commissioner
Lawlor would say only, “The out-
come and the decision was Steve
Shane’s decision and he made a de-
cision to go on leave, to resign as

on the body.  “There are seven non-
statutory positions on [this] Board
of Directors,” he said.  “Those
seven non-statutory positions can
be filled, and should be filled, in
my view, from Island people.”  The
then-President of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association, Mat-
thew Katz, almost immediately
began working with members of
the Maple Tree Group, longtime
advocates for Island self-gover-
nance, to take steps toward imple-
menting an Island-wide election to
nominate residents to the Board.
That election was set for February
5, 2008, and it resulted in Fay
Christian, Kathie Grimm, Jonathan
Kalkin, and Howard Polivy being
appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the State Senate.  In
the May 19, 2009 election, Margie
Smith and Michael Shinozaki won
nominations. They serve now,
along with Kraut. Whatever back-
ing Shane may have had from these
resident Board members, it was not
enough to save his job when the
Board went into executive session
Monday night.

“I find it truly strange that the
very group that I worked hard to
get into a position of being on the
Board, from the community, would
find it so objectionable that I would
be open and transparent in discus-
sions with the community,” Shane
told The WIRE the morning after
his ouster.

He also said, “I am saddened by
this turn of evernts. I invested a lot
of myself into the affairs of
Roosevelt Island over the last
three-plus years, and I think that
there have been a lot of good re-
sults. A lot of things have been ac-
complished and are being accom-
plished, and are in the planning
stage to be accomplished. I am
unhappy that the various projects
that are midstream are not going
to be seen to conclusion by me, but
I have a lot of confidence that the
staff will be able to complete them
successfully.” In an aside, he
added, “One of the interesting
things about RIOC is the fascinat-
ing diversity of the many, many
moving parts of its diverse busi-
nesses. It’s really a collection of a
lot of little and big businesses.”

In a mood to conclude things,
Shane said, “I wish everybody
well, and thank you for the privi-
lege and honor of serving these last
three and a half years.”

Pressed for further comment, he
said, “The reach of this particular
group of Board members may of-
fend some and may be counterpro-
ductive. Or it may be the path to
the future.”

After the RIOC Board’s action Monday night, Steve Shane spoke with RIOC executives before leaving.  Left to
right:  Steve Chironis, Rosina Abramson, Fernando Martinez.  Chironis is temporary Acting President.
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Kathie Grimm
In early 2008, several of us who are now on the RIOC

Board ran in the first election.  Several platform meetings
were held, and all of the candidates had similar concerns
and goals. Those goals have not changed, although the abil-
ity to put all of them into effect involves forces outside the
Board.  Here are some of the goals:

• Affordable housing for the working poor, seniors, and
the disabled

• A vibrant Main Street with stores that meet the needs of
Islanders

• A beautiful, well-maintained Island with plenty of green
spaces

• Recreational fields and facilities that are available to
Island residents at very affordable prices

• A safe Island
Of these goals, the most difficult to achieve is affordable

housing, given present mar-
ket forces and the conversion
of Eastwood to market-rate
as Roosevelt Landings.
Nevertheless, the Board will
continue to advocate on be-
half of this cause.

All of the other goals are
achievable, and one can see
some progress. The Board
clearly needs the input of all
Islanders as it relates to these
goals and other suggested
goals.  Unfortunately, the
usual political practice is for
only a handful of residents to
speak up, and their opinions may not represent the majority
opinion of the Island.  It is for this reason that Board meet-
ings are now scheduled for the evenings, with ample oppor-
tunity for the community-at-large to speak.

David Kraut
As someone who has lived here for 31 years, I recall per-

fectly well that Roosevelt Island was founded as a social
experiment, and I hope to see it continue to run this course.
The question originally proposed was whether the middle
class could find a way to live close to or “in” Manhattan,
rather than continue to flee to the suburbs, as was the pat-
tern in the 1960s.

In my view, the question has yet to be answered.
We are going through a time of momentous change, and

change is always painful.  But we have seen change before.
The first, and actually biggest, change in the history of

the Island came when Manhattan Park (Northtown Phase
II) was built.  The Mitchell-Lama program that had financed
the first four buildings (Northtown Phase I) had expired,
and the only public funds available were federal Section 8
funds.  And, so, Manhattan
Park was built with a strong
Section 8 component, and
existing management com-
panies were quick to jump on
the Section 8 bandwagon.

The Island’s demographic
profile changed.

The Southtown project
started well, but needs to be
completed.  The Octagon
project has been successful,
although it is much more of
a private development than
either Northtown or
Southtown.  Now the people
living in Rivercross,
Westview, and Island House are facing buy-out programs
of one kind or another, as their buildings are eligible to leave
the old Mitchell-Lama program.

So, change is upon us, and more change, and it is hard to
see the future.

My own wish for the future is simple:  I hope for ... abso-
lutely nothing.  I don’t mean that in a nihilist or uninter-
ested way.  Rather – as I have said before repeatedly in The
WIRE and elsewhere – I hope for Southtown to be built out,
for housing construction here to end, for Southpoint and
the Roosevelt Memorial to be completed as a magnificent
new addition to New York’s park structure ... and then I
hope that we can all just, umm, live here, with our infra-
structure well-made and our services well-endowed by the
rents we pay.  I look for nothing momentous, nothing gi-
gantic, nothing too ambitious: just middle-class New York-
ers enjoying what the City has to offer while returning to a
nearby haven of peacefulness and solitude.  That was the
original dream ... the aim of the original experiment ... and
I should tell you it’s why we moved here in 1979.  My wife
and I raised two children on this Island, in peace and safety
and with a fine public school.  My wife passed, and her
funeral was conducted in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Thus things pass.

But we made a good life here, a sound, middle-class life.
That’s all that Roosevelt Island ever promised us, and it
was all we wanted.  I see nothing wrong with that promise,
that vision.  I believe that’s what most Roosevelt Islanders
want for themselves and for their familes.  And I believe
that the purpose of RIOC and its Board of Directors is noth-
ing more than to ensure this vision ... and nothing less.

Jonathan Kalkin
I believe in the hope of Roosevelt Island.  I believe in the

experiment.  However, experiments need changes from time
to time to get it right.  More importantly, experiments need
catalysts.

I believe in the hope of owning your own home, no mat-
ter who you are.  For too long, people in this community
have been paying for affordable housing that they can’t call
their own.  It is a treadmill of never-ending rent, or uncer-
tainty without any equity and security.  Today, tenants do
not know if a rent hike, or a landlord’s electricity scheme,
or a market-rate privatization deal, will cause them to lose
their homes.  They also don’t have the financial security to
sell and give the next person the opportunity to buy an af-
fordable place.  This cycle puts their fate in someone else’s
hands.  This is a statement that if you need affordable hous-
ing, you will never achieve the
American Dream to say it’s
yours.

As my first act as chair of the
RIOC Board’s Real Estate com-
mittee, with the help of my tire-
less fellow Board members and
our great Assemblymember
Micah Kellner, I have set out
to break that cycle for the first
time.  Too many plans had come
before and were never ac-
knowledged by the RIOC
Board.  So, I had it put on the
agenda, and we approved the
DHCR affordability plans for
Rivercross, Island House, and
(when the tenants approve one) Westview.  It seemed inef-
ficient that all the State and City agencies had never met
together in one room, and so I asked the Assemblymember
to help set up a meeting at City Hall, and he delivered.  As
a result, things have started to come together and move-
ment is at hand.  It may seem that the RIOC Board doesn’t
believe in you, in the hope of owning your own home.  This
is not true.  Your fight is our fight.  Your hope is our hope.

I believe in the hope of choice and opportunity and pros-
perity in owning your own business, and the joy that brings
in providing a service and employment for others.  For too
long, nine, three, or worse – one person – has decided what
stores go on the Island.  Government thinks it can plan what
you want and need.  It destroys the entrepreneurial spirit by
putting it through a complex and expensive legal and gov-
ernment bidding process that makes it impossible to achieve
another American Dream – owning a business.  This robs
the hope of employment for people on the Island in a time
of economic uncertainty.  Finally, government says that
people of this Island don’t deserve the rich panoply of shops
and opportunities of other areas because we are a mixed-
income and affordable community.

When I came to this Island, I examined this process and
wrote an article in The WIRE outlining a solution – a master
lease where the choice of what businesses exist here, and
the dreams of the entrepreneurial spirit, are taken from us
on the Board and given rightfully back to you.  It was ap-
proved by the RIRA Common Council, endorsed in a RIRA
election referendum, recommended by Senator Jose
Serrano’s Hunter College study and even by a consultant study
commissioned by RIOC – and then approved by the New York
State Attorney General.  It has been a long fight, but we are not
giving up until a person who wants to open a shop here on
Tuesday, and has the means and acumen, is allowed to sign the
lease on Wednesday.  That business owner will then employ
people, provide services for you, and, because there are
businesses everywhere on Main Street, not take the cus-
tomer for granted.  At the same time, that healthy competi-
tion will allow our present and future businesses to prosper
because, for the first time, there will be a reason to walk
down Main Street and patronize the stores.

More importantly, if that business doesn’t survive, it can
be replaced immediately.  Currently, we have a race to the

Resident Members of the RIOC Board Consider...

bottom.  We are so afraid of anyone leaving that we allow
any business to operate or open, whether or not they fulfill
your needs.  The current government-approval process is
long and, therefore, we are desperate to keep or accept any-
one who is interested under any circumstances, simply be-
cause we know the current bidding process requires months.

This process can’t be done piecemeal.  We want a long-
term solution.  Also, no one wants to be the first business to
invest if they are surrounded by an empty block of stores.
The process that will exist will be simple.  We give some-
one the opportunity if they can prove they deserve it; the
business then survives if they prove to their customers that
they can and will perform.  If they perform, they are able to
pay to stay in their location.  If they can’t, someone else is
immediately given the opportunity.  It’s a contract that ex-
ists between the consumer and business owner, and it’s your
right to be in control of it.

I believe that we can be a place of innovation.  Our Island
started with the idea that we would be a modern community
with new technology and ideas.  I have been proud to com-
mission studies from Columbia and Cornell regarding trans-
portation, technology, and our parks that have brought new
life to this experiment.  Ideas like GPS time-clocks for buses
are installed.  Next up is fiber-optic wi-fi internet in our
parks, an Island 311-type information/complaint system with
help from Frank Farance, efficient LED lighting, GPS time-
clock signs, and bike sharing.  I have spoken to companies
about installing chargers for electric cars like the new Chevy
Volt in Motorgate, powered by solar or tidal energy.  These
ideas are becoming a reality because the Board and resi-
dents believe this Island deserves better.

Finally, I believe in a true and diverse democracy – an
Island of diverse incomes where people work together for a
better life with true political representation.  We are not
Tribeca or Brooklyn Heights; we are better, we are diverse,
we are special, we are an experiment worth fighting for.

We are the American Dream.

ible merchandise turnover –
has a sale on anything I use,
I am there with my big tote
to shlep home the bargains.
But I am also still at
Gristedes, as I was the other
day, getting iceberg lettuce
and grape tomatoes for 99¢
for as long as it lasts.  There
are some prices on Mr.
Gordon’s list that were in-
deed eye-popping, like may-
onnaise and cereal and alu-
minum foil, and not because
they are at Gristedes.  I try
to buy house brands if they
are cheaper.

Every one of us must be a
comparison shopper.  We
should let Mr. Catsimatidis
and his managers (no matter
how long they stay) know
what’s on sale everywhere,
and stay on them to keep the
store clean, well-stocked and
well-operated.  Mr. Gordon
deserves our praise for start-
ing this process again.  I
hope he will re-visit Associ-
ated & Trade Fair, and per-
haps add a trip to Stop and

Letters from page 2

Shop on Northern Blvd.,
Best Yet way over on
Ditmars, and to my own Met
Foods in Manhattan.  Even
a CS column comparing
what’s in the circulars is not
a bad idea.

So thank you again, Mr.
Gordon – I look forward to
your next column.

Nina Lublin To the Editor:
I wish to thank Andrew

Gordon for reviving the
Comparison Shopper (June
19 issue).

The table showing his
findings (The WIRE, June
19) clearly demonstrates
the price gaps to Gristede’s
new manager, Mr. Ardie
Ferrell.  We appreciate the
visible improvements in
lighting and cleanliness at
Gristedes, but the money
we can save, as Roosevelt
Island residents, by taking
or sharing a ride to/from
Trade Fair, more than off-
sets the slight inconve-
nience.

Mogens Petersen

To the Editor:
I agree with the letters re-

garding comments made by
RIOC President Steve
Shane.  I was very disap-
pointed by his lack of think-
ing outside the box, and his
lack of motivation and vi-
sion for the community.  I
moved to Roosevelt Island
in November from a town of
9,000 in Kansas.  Back
home, I was self-employed
in the retail industry for the
past 10 years.  The winter
here was difficult for me be-
cause there is no retail.  I
thought I was going to go
crazy, and wanted to move

To the Editor:
I spoke out regarding fill-

ing Main Street storefronts
during the public session of
the RIOC Board meeting on
Monday.

The reality of seven years
of empty storefronts on Main
Street has caused much frus-
trated feeling for the resi-
dents and existing merchants
– including new building
owners.

On the whole, we wish to
see the stores filled in a way
the community needs, with
shops such as a bakery with
ice cream store, fish shop,
flower shop, wine and liquor
shop, and a well-provided

ASAP.  If a poverty town in
Kansas with a smaller popu-
lation can have four times
the retail, none fancy, why
can’t Roosevelt Island do the
same?

I don’t think anyone wants
or expects it to be a haute-
retail area; we just want op-
tions.  Currently, I go to
Queens to grocery-shop,
Manhattan for pedicures
($15 and it lasts for a
month!), the City for my
weekly McDonalds splurge,
etc.  I don’t spend any
money on the Island except
for the fruit stand, because
there is nothing here I want,
or am willing to pay the ex-
tra-high prices for.  What I

wouldn’t give for a fast-food
restaurant or two (Long John
Silver’s, anyone?) and a
WalMart on Roosevelt Is-
land!  Those are the things I
miss the most from back
home.  In addition, WalMart
creates hundreds of jobs,
gives affordable shopping
for people on limited in-
comes, as we have here, and
would bring people to the
Island!

Brenda Fazio

See Letters, next page

Looking for a
community
involvement?
Consider The WIRE.
212-826-9056.
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Margie Smith
I’ve been on the RIOC Board now for several months

and, as one of the newest members, I thought I’d take this
opportunity to say where I think we are right now, and to
look toward the future and what I hope we’ll be able to
accomplish in the coming year(s).

The current Board is composed primarily of residents
elected by each of you.  We recognize our responsibility to
you and our responsibility to New York State.  Those re-
sponsibilities, fortunately, are in perfect synchronization.
The objectives of this community are still very much the
objectives of this Board.  We want to continue the original
plan for this Island, a community with mixed ethnicities,
incomes, and age groups.

We’re working to revitalize Main Street.  We’ve put for-
ward a plan to get a Master Leaseholder to take over the
storefronts.  We believe this will provide a long-term solu-
tion to an ongoing problem.
While it takes longer up front
to issue a Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) for a Master
Leaseholder than it would to
issue an RFP for an indi-
vidual store, once it’s done,
it’s done forever.  That means
that, in the future, if a store
becomes vacant, it can be
filled instantly with whatever
type of shop or service is
needed, without RIOC hav-
ing to issue an RFP, with its
inherent delays, every time
that happens.  It also means
closer management of the storefronts by people who know
retail.  Personally, I feel this approach will be a plus for the
residents as well as the merchants.  We appreciate your pa-
tience, and completely understand the frustration felt by all
of you.  We feel it, too, and I want to assure you we’re do-
ing everything in our power to breathe life into Main Street
as quickly as we possibly can.

At the same time, we’re putting a high-priority effort on
finalizing the affordability plans outlined by the Department
of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR).  Those plans
will ensure that affordable housing will continue for the resi-
dents of Island House, Rivercross, and Westview.  We’ve
been very fortunate to have the expertise of the DHCR staff
in developing these plans, and our objective now is to get
them implemented as quickly as possible.

Then there’s the Tram.  By now, you’ve all read that we’re
behind schedule by about a month.  We recognize the im-
portance of getting the Tram back as quickly as possible,
and we’re doing everything we can to make up the time.
You’ve probably seen the after-hours work that’s being done
to speed up the job, with safety always being our primary
concern.  I personally walked from my job on the West Side
to the Tram every evening after work rather than going down
into the subway.  I miss that, and want to get back to doing
it while the weather is still nice.  I also recognize the huge
inconvenience this is to the disabled and senior population
who can’t always depend on the subway station’s elevator
working.  Bottom line, we understand the importance of
getting the Tram back in service as fast as is safely possible.
We’re trying to do just that.

While there are a myriad of other projects going on right
now, we’re also looking well into the future of the Island.
Our first concern is to be sure that the Island will be finan-
cially stable in the years to come.  That will be a challenge,
but we believe we’re on the right road to making that hap-
pen.  As a Board member and Island resident, I want to see
Roosevelt Island be in the forefront of innovation.  That’s
what we’ve always been about.  We had the first commuter
Tramway in the United States; we have the only Automated
Vacuum Collection (AVAC) system serving a residential
complex in the United States; we had electric buses back in
the ‘70’s.  This Board wants the Island to continue to inno-
vate.  We’re focusing on the areas of technology, energy,
and communications.  I’m looking forward to more com-
munity involvement in each of these areas, to make the next
decade one that’s marked with creativity and progress that
will make us all proud.

Howard Polivy
Like most residents on Roosevelt Island, I have devel-

oped an appreciation for the history of this little village in
the midst of the great city.   This is an ongoing experiment
in urban planning and development.   With the approach of
completion of the housing development envisioned under
the current General Development Plan, we can say that our
community is soon to reach its maximum population.

As Ellen and I discovered soon after moving here, be-
cause of its size, location, and history, the mechanisms of
governance are very visible and the levers of control are
close at hand, although often slippery and hard to grasp.  As
in a small town, any motivated individual can instantly be-
come one of the activists and push to direct the mechanisms
of change.

Action is largely directed toward RIOC, which is the de
facto village government.  It
maintains the infrastructure,
collects the trash, runs local
transportation, and provides
public safety.  It is an honor
to be a Director of the corpo-
ration.  Special thanks must
go to all those who finally,
after concerted effort, man-
aged to secure a voice for
residents’ preferences in Di-
rector appointments.   Thanks
go to our State representa-
tives, Assemblymember
Micah Kellner and Senator
Jose Serrano, for their contin-
ued efforts.  That we need to
rely on their efforts, and those of City Councilmember Jes-
sica Lappin, highlights a central fact of our existence.  Physi-
cally, we are in the middle of a river in the middle of a city.
Politically, we are a semi-autonomous village rented to the
State from the City, under a Master Lease, which incorpo-
rates a General Development Plan.

The mixed lines of authority and fiscal concern compli-
cate everything.  A RIOC Board member soon grows to
appreciate the tangled web, which must be either unraveled
or bypassed to create any substantial project or even cure
common difficulties.  Even something as simple as getting
the streetlights fixed can become a vexing project.  Ques-
tions may be asked, researched, and debated, while imme-
diate, pressing matters await what seems to be obvious ac-
tion.  What is simple and direct elsewhere is here complex
and difficult.

Improving the Main Street retail corridor and helping
ensure sustainable housing solutions for buildings exiting
the Mitchell-Lama program – Rivercross, Island House, and
Westview – command our focused attention.  Several years
ago, when RIOC felt that they could not take action to rent
out stores, a strategy of setting up a Master Lease was de-
veloped.  When DHCR was presented with a satisfactory
framework for a reworked middle-income affordable hous-
ing solution, and wrote a declaration supporting those plans,
the RIOC Board voted a resolution accepting that finding
as a premise for future action.

I don’t want to dwell on the retail and housing issues in
this little article, and I won’t give them the full discussion
they merit.  Instead, I want to point out that they, and other
issues, come before the Board of Directors, not just at sched-
uled Board and committee meetings, but at any time.  We
rely on RIOC staff to give us complete and timely informa-
tion for our considerations.  We local residents are ama-
teurs.  Most of us work at full-time jobs, so our time for
research and debate is strictly limited.  Our role is to set the
strategic direction for the corporation, and monitor staff as
they devise their tactics in support of that direction. There are
many areas of concern, as RIOC’s mandate extends to virtu-
ally anything one might experience on Roosevelt Island.

Board members slip into the direct management role when
we act as conduits for residents’ concerns and reports or
when we relay observations of physical problems to be fixed
or actions to be remedied.  We are not supposed to be Di-
rectors of RIOC in the sense of being managers of the cor-

Fay Christian
As I reflect upon my two years as a RIOC Board mem-

ber, I have optimism and excitement for the future of our
Island.  I continue to learn the many responsibilities of my
office, and I find this learning process quite engaging and
personally fulfilling.  To better understand the fiduciary, le-
gal, and ethical responsibilities of RIOC Board member-
ship, I attended a Public Authority Board Governance work-
shop a few months after my appointment to office, during
the fall of 2008.  There have since been many changes and
additions in the duties and responsibilities of Directors that
necessitated a second training this past spring.  Continuing
education, attention to detail, working well in groups, and
being flexible are valuable attributes of the members of our
Board of Directors.

Although I am a designated member of the Real Estate
Committee, I attend as many other committee meetings as
possible.  This practice en-
ables me to have more infor-
mation and detail on all as-
pects of RIOC activities and
governance.  Members of
our board move fluidly from
one committee to another,
and function as a whole
whenever possible.

We have been working to-
ward privatization of various
residential buildings for
many years, and many resi-
dents are hopeful and look-
ing forward to becoming
first-time homeowners.  I
think RIOC should be the catalyst to expedite residents’
ownership of Island House, Rivercross, and Westview.  

I look at the development on Roosevelt Island with mixed
eyes.  The Island will no longer be the place where we knew
every resident by sight, if not by name.  I will miss that
familiarity and smallness.  But I also think it is beneficial
that the Island will be able to offer its residents more op-
tions.  Personally, my son is very happy with the new res-
taurant options, and frequents them quite often...  As a mem-
ber of the Real Estate committee, I am looking forward to
Main Street having vibrant and beautiful storefronts.

So, with the future ahead of us, there is a lot for RIOC’s
Board members to address with your input, and I look for-
ward to continued service.  And look out for the new FDR
Park over the next couple of years.

...Their Duties, The Future, Their Hopes, Their Concerns

poration.  The proposed 311-style issue-tracking system is
a step in the right direction, as it will allow anyone to alert
RIOC about anything that needs attention, and it will allow
anyone to track the progress made as concerns are addressed.

The Directors have affirmed that they believe in the mis-
sion of the Corporation.  They and the staff of the corpora-
tion must resolve important issues in ways that generally
allow for consensus in order to maintain a smooth working
relationship.  I respect the fact that RIOC staffers are the
experienced professionals in dealing with issues in their spe-
cialties.  Certainly, I expect them to be able to execute the
objectives set by the Board after its deliberations, whatever
their prior, or private, misgivings.  Without a strong ele-
ment of trust, the Board could not be confident that they
could direct, rather than manage, to achieve their objectives.
As a Director, I feel that a need to manage staff develops
from a level of failure on the part of management.  I imag-
ine that a RIOC staff that is unable to accept direction from
its Board of Directors also reflects a failure in the relation-
ship.  I also expect both the staff and the Directors to be
mutually temperate in their speech and respectful in their
corporate relationships, and to preserve a tone of collegial-
ity, so that the business of the corporation can proceed.

An amateur Director’s relationship with professional staff
is difficult to preserve without some level of circumspec-
tion and forbearance on both sides.  Without this mutual
respect, the business of strategic movement will falter, and
breaks in this relationship must be resolved.

restaurant, as soon as pos-
sible.

We understand that the
RIOC Real Estate Commit-
tee members are in favor of
creating the master-lease
plan.  However, it was
awarded three years ago un-
der the Public Authorities
Act, yet there still remain
complications that are not
solved.  In addition, we have
spent $150,000 per year for
outside consulting fees.  Fur-
thermore, current inaction is
causing the Island to lose
even more, owing to contin-

ued non-occupancy.
I do not want to repeat the

details of the disadvantages
of the master-lease program,
because they are well laid
out in the interview with
RIOC President Shane in
The WIRE of June 5 [on line
at nyc10044.com/z/6].

In conclusion, as a resi-
dent of Main Street and as
newly elected president of
the Roosevelt Island Cham-
ber of Commerce, I strongly
suggest to the RIOC Real
Estate Committee members
not to waste time and money,
when the master-lease plan
is not suitable for Roosevelt

Island owing to the limited
space and narrow street.

In the meantime, at the
June 23 RIRA meeting, a
majority of townspeople
agreed with my view, in-
cluding the President of
RIRA.  Please reconsider,
out of respect for the resi-
dents who have been living
in this town for more than 20
years.  We do not want more
delays, and we do not want
to have a layer of middle
management that will only
add to the burden of bureau-
crats and will also be taking
a commission, which can
only further increase

troubles and rent.
Please give the power to

the RIOC President to di-
rect-rent where there are
multiple qualified merchants
waiting for a lease.

Cynthia Ahn, President
Roosevelt Island

Chamber of Commerce

To the Editor:
As a business owner, I used

to pay $360 annually for an
ad on all the Red Buses.

At the new rate of $16 per
ad per bus per month, the
cost would be $1,920 per
year.  This is more than a
500% increase.

Who would ask for such
an increase, especially in an
economically depressed area
during a worldwide eco-
nomic depression?  In addi-
tion, the size of the ads now
requested is 11" X 46" – not
standard – and the requested
size would dramatically in-
crease the cost of my color-
printing materials.

The result is that I am not
the only one unable to put an
ad on the Red Bus.  Nobody
advertises at the new rates;
the Red Bus ad spaces have
been empty for about a year.

We wish to go back to the
original pricing and size, so
that many different ads can
be accepted.  It would be
better than the current noth-
ing. Additionally, if RIOC
decided to do so, it could
promote small business here.
That would help the com-
mercial tenants, and provide
information to visitors as to
what services are available
on Roosevelt Island.

I believe it could be a win-
win situation.

Cynthia Ahn, Owner
Roosevelt Nails

Letters from page 8
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Roosevelt Island Day 2010 Brings Out the Old Hands and Lots of New 

Urban American thanks Roosevelt
Island Day co-sponsors Roosevelt
Island Youth Program and RIOC, as
well as all the contributors:  Island
House, Island Kids, PS/IS 217,
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, Nonno’s Focacceria,
Rivercross, RIRA, RISA, RIVAA,
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery,
Roosevelt Island Living Library, and
Westview.
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Faces, Including Many Born After the First Roosevelt Island Day

Photography:
Paul Katz
Lilian Moreira
Iliana Wong
and others

The WIRE’s color coverage of
Roosevelt Island Day 2010
is made possible by funding from
Urban American



12 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 3, 2010

by Jim Baehler
The seven-month-old Muslim Society of Roosevelt Island has been

trying to find a rental space to establish a mosque where they can wor-
ship.  Their search has been led by Dr. Hassan Ghomrawi, an Instructor
in Public Health at Weill Cornell Medical College, and Ahmed Darwish,
a computer programmer.  Dr. Ghomrawi is president of the Society, and
Mr. Darwish is one of six trustees of the non-profit organization created
to sign the legal documents required by RIOC or a private landlord.
Their efforts to deal with Steve Shane in finding a suitable space to rent
were unsuccessful, they told The WIRE.

On Monday, they brought their frustration to the RIOC Board.
Dr. Ghomrawi says, “We need approximately 2,000 square feet to

accommodate the 50 to 100 people we expect to attend services.  We
have identified almost 500 Muslim families living on the Island, and we
have commitments and forms filled out with personal information on
200 of them.”

Mr. Darwish adds, “A mosque would allow us to become a more ac-
tive participant in Island affairs.  We would want to reach out to the
Island community and become a greater part of it.  We intend to have
Youth Programs, open to all young people.  We want to provide a meals
program for poor people.  We would like to improve services to the 30
to 40 disabled Muslims who live on the Island.  In these difficult eco-
nomic times, we could provide help for those who have lost their jobs.”

“We would want to find a way to provide free medical care for those
without medical coverage,” says Dr. Ghomrawi.

As for funding, Dr. Ghomrawi says, “Every Muslim is obligated by
his religion to contribute a minimum of 2.5 percent of his income to
help the needy.  Many who can afford more contribute much more than
that.”

They have identified three suitable spaces – the vacant ground floor
on the west side of Island House where the old day nursery was located,
the empty storefront at the south end of Rivercross on Main Street, and
the second floor at the south end of Roosevelt Landings that once housed
the Lilies International School.

Dr. Ghomrawi and Mr. Darwish told The WIRE that they submitted a
formal proposal to RIOC, then a business plan, but got no response.

“After some months, Mr. Shane suddenly began talking about the
master lease, saying that there was no possibility of renting space until
that issue had been resolved,” says Darwish.

After Monday night’s RIOC Board meeting adjourned, Ghomrawi
Darwish talked with Board members Howard Polivy and Kathie Grimm,
who promised to bring the society’s petition to the personal attention of
Jonathan Kalkin, who chairs the Board’s Real Estate committee.

Dr. Hassan Ghomrawi is a native of Lebanon with an Australian mother
and a Lebanese father.  He earned a B.A. in biology from the American
University in Beirut, and a Master’s and  Ph.D. in public health from the
University of Minnesota.  He is married with two girls, ages three years
and 18 months.  He and his wife have lived on the Island for two and a
half years, and find it a perfect place to raise their children.

Ahmed Darwish is a computer programmer with a degree from
LaGuardia Community College.  His wife grew up on the Island, and
they have lived here for 12 years.  They have three children, boys aged
nine and 10 and a four-year-old girl; all attend PS 217.  Mrs. Darwish is
Jewish, and the couple provides religious and historical instruction at
home in their two faiths.

the spaces would not necessarily
produce the best results for Island
residents.

Shane also recounted the recent
history that has kept Main Street’s
stores from becoming occupied by
merchants who, he said, have ex-
pressed interest in the space.

Available Space
Shane ticked off the retail square

footage on the Island (see table):
“The retail spaces in their entirety
total about 107,000 square feet.”
But 504 Main Street (the former
Lilies Christian School) must be
subtracted, he said, because it is
being held as a probable new loca-
tion for the Island branch of the
New York Public Library (see
separate story, page 13).

Subtracting space held by non-
profit organizations – Gallery
RIVAA, the Boy Scouts, and the
Catholic Church Thrift Shop – fur-
ther reduces space available for lease
to merchants.  Shane said, “67,000
square feet is presently occupied by
merchants under leases expiring in
2010, 2013, and 2018 [although the
Gristedes lease runs to 2032].”

“The total of all of the vacant
spaces, even though they jar the
senses, is [only] 12,191 square feet.”
But space at 503 Main Street (in the
Rivercross building) must be sub-
tracted, he said, because it “is com-
pletely unbuilt-out and would take a
couple of hundred dollars a square
foot to fit it out for any tenant – about
$400,000 – which is beyond the ca-
pacity of any economic deal on
Roosevelt Island today.”

“That would take it down to, es-
sentially, 10,000 square feet.”

Shane said that he has a folder
of inquiries from potential retail
occupants of the empty Main Street
spaces, but reiterated that the RIOC
Board has decided to cease direct
leasing to merchants by RIOC and
to seek a master lessee for them.
(See related discussion in RIOC
Board member Jonathan Kalkin’s
contribution to this issue.)

History
The RIOC Board, now primarily

nominated by Island residents in an
election process that sends names of
residents to the governor, decided to
seek a master lessee after a multi-
year roller-coaster ride that seemed
destructive to the mercantile climate
in the Northtown portion of Main
Street.  For several years, leases had
not been renewed, and some mer-
chants withheld their rent payments
and postponed improvements, say-
ing they would not invest in spaces
they could lose.  One, Capri Pizza,
withheld rent payments and said that
the funds would be needed to estab-
lish a business elsewhere if, having
no lease here, the restaurant was
evicted.  (This tactic led to eviction.)

For a time, the problem was the
State’s Public Authorities Account-
ability Act, passed after the Pataki
administration tried to sell land
along the Erie Canal to a developer
friend of the governor’s at a ridicu-
lously low price.  The new law said
that no State agency could dispose
of State property at anything less
than full market value.  For
Roosevelt Island, this seemed to
mean that stores could not be
leased to merchants without a bid-
ding process or some other means
of establishing their market value.

When he took on the RIOC presi-
dency over three years ago, Shane,
who has worked as a real-estate law-
yer, confronted the problem posed
by the law.  For existing commer-
cial tenants, “I decided finally that,
under the [legal] theory that they had
a property right, giving them a [lease]
extension would not create any new
property right,” and he had RIOC go
forward with lease renewals for
those existing merchants.  But the
problem of empty stores remained.

Meanwhile, an evolving RIOC
Board of Directors, increasingly con-
sisting of Island residents nominated
by Island-wide election, was at-
tempting to cope with the problem
of how to fill Main Street retail.

Jonathan Kalkin, who was nomi-
nated to the RIOC Board in the Feb-
ruary 2008 election, wrote an article
for The Main Street WIRE in which
he advocated the master lessee ap-
proach, the idea being that once a
private company controlled the re-
tail spaces, it could be light on its
feet in seeking merchants to occupy
the spaces, and move quickly to get
them established – avoiding the cum-
bersome RFP process that is not only
off-putting to potential retail tenants,
but is time-consuming:  Each lease
must come before the RIOC Board,
which meets only once a month.

The RIOC Board adopted the
Kalkin idea in 2009, after it was en-
dorsed by the Common Council of
the Residents Association, by con-
sultant studies, and in an Island-wide
referendum put forward as a ballot
question in November of 2008.

“A year and a half ago,” Shane
said last week, “I was prepared to
move forward, and I authorized and
commissioned an appraisal of the
vacant stores... obviously a first step
[under the Public Authorities law].”
Shane then explained that there was
a delay of about a year for a consult-
ant study favored by the then RIOC
Board Chair (and Commissioner of
the State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal [DHCR]).”
(The consultant study was a lead
story in The WIRE.  It is available
on line at nyc10044.com/z/8.)

Meanwhile, the State Legislature
responded to complaints that the fair-
market-value restriction was hog-
tying some State agencies.  Shane
explained that at the end of summer
2009, the Public Authorities Reform
Act was passed, “and RIOC [was]
now permitted to dispose of prop-
erty – that is, lease stores – as long
as [doing so] is consistent with its
mission statement...  Therefore, it
essentially doesn’t matter what the
economics of the deal are.

“At that moment, however, sev-
eral members of the Board de-
cided... to go forward with

[Kalkin’s] master lease program,
and therefore there was to be no
further leasing of space that would
interfere in any way with the plan
to get a master lessee.  Once more,
we were frozen in time and noth-
ing has happened in the interim.”

Implementing a master-lessee plan
requires preparation of an RFP – a
request that would-be master lessees
submit proposals to RIOC.

Drafting an RFP
In response to questions, Shane

said that RIOC’s real-estate consult-
ant, Paul Mas of Jones Lang Lasalle,
has been drafting an RFP to seek a
master lessee.  He said that, in a con-
tinuing process that involves follow-
ing each draft with review and revi-
sion, the consultant is now close to
having a workable RFP that consid-
ers the public-service mandate un-
der which RIOC works.

But he pointed out that the pro-
cess only begins with the RFP.  It is
followed by a period during which
proposals are received and evalu-
ated, and a recommendation is pre-
pared for the Board’s consideration.
He said that once a choice of master
lessee is made, a contract must then
be written – Shane said it could eas-
ily run 100 pages, “not your stan-
dard Real Estate Board boilerplate”
– before the actual process of leas-
ing to merchants can begin.

Shane’s Concern
Shane feels that the master-lease

concept is not appropriate for
Roosevelt Island.  There’s not only

the relatively small amount of re-
tail space, but also a philosophical
consideration.

“As a personal matter, based on
my experience as a real-estate law-
yer, I think that [for Roosevelt Is-
land] the concept of a master lease
is misguided.  I think that the charter
of RIOC, which is to be a planned
urban community, to manage and
operate the various facilities of the
Island for the benefit of residents,
gives us an obligation to do so, and
it is not better for us to turn over dis-
cretion for how that space is to be
managed to an outside party whose
goals would be, presumably, their
economic advantage, as in the free-
enterprise system.  Their goals might
well be at variance with the goals of
RIOC as the keeper and trustee for
this planned urban community, that
is, the charter for this planned com-
munity of Roosevelt Island.  That is
my personal belief.

“It is the same belief you see be-
ing debated in The New York
Times between the left-wingers who
believe in the goodness of govern-
ment and the ability to accomplish
things in the social system, and the
right-wingers who believe that only
unfettered capitalism will produce an
appropriate result.  It is an ongoing
debate in our society.  I  believe that
government can and should do as
good a job as it possibly can to de-
liver on its goals.  There are those
who believe that only free enterprise

Retail from page 1

Main St. Rate per

Tenant Address Main Lower Upper Total square ft Monthly Annual

Dr. James Flanigan 507 808 808 15 1000 12000

Beauty Salon 523 1294 1294 13 1413 16954

NY Public Library 526 2322 2322 9 1749 20988

RI Hardware/Video 544 2172 710 910 3792 13 3400 40800

Trellis 549 2364 1814 4178 26 5030 60366

Island Newsstand 563 2229 1844 4073 20 3688 44253

Cabrini Chapel 564 914 914 15 1125 13500

RI Cleaners 567 2203 962 3165 36 6578 78931

Roosevelt Nails 570 816 205 1021 15 1000 12000

M & D Deli 579 2090 1058 3148 26 4500 54000

We are One 599 1320 1320 8 850 10200

Accountable Finance 599 1320 1320 8 850 10200

China 1 609 1530 694 2224 27 3394 40732

Amalgamated Bank 619 2974 2974 18 4562 54743

Space Plus 682 448 448 11 400 4800

Gristedes 685 25172 25172 7 15033 180400

U.S. Post Office 694 9680 9680 25 20250 243000

Total Space Rented 67853 74822 897867

Not-for-Profit

Thrift Shop 520 3835 3835

Gallery RIVAA 527 1630 816 2446

Boy Scouts 615 776 776

Total Space 7057

Vacant Space

503 1978 283 2261

RIOC Engineering (temp) 513 920 920

530 1158 1158

532 1050 1144 2194

546A 686 1280 1966

568 505 505

559 568 286 854

605 1546 787 2333

Total Vacant 12191

Square footage Revenue

The Island’s Retail Space Island Muslims Seek
Space for Mosque

See Retail, next page

Island History on line: nyc10044.com
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It is with a heavy heart that I share with you the passing of our good
friend and former Islander Ronald Martinez.  The Martinez family moved
to Roosevelt Island in November of 1976.  Ron was a long-time Little
League umpire.  He was also a
member of the Photographic Soci-
ety, Garden Club, and Senior Cen-
ter.

Ron helped the community in
many ways, as he volunteered to
cook breakfasts in the Senior Cen-
ter, set up tables for flea markets,
barbecued for Island celebrations,
helped Good Shepherd Church
with its functions, and in many
other ways.

In August 1994, Ron and his
wife, Florence, moved to
Bradenton, Florida, where they
lived a happy retirement in the
company of new good friends and
neighbors.  Ron often told me how
much he and Florence looked for-
ward to receiving the WIREs I
would collect and mail to them.

Ron is survived by his loving
wife, Florence, with whom he
shared a happy marriage for 55
years.  He is also survived by son Paul and daughter-in-law Alison, sis-
ter Alice Hall, brother-in-law Frank Hall, sister-in-law Rose, and her
husband Edward Conlon.

Ronald Martinez
Elena Maria
Fitzpatrick, the
daughter of Verna
and Richard
FitzPatrick of
Roosevelt Island,
was married June 19
to Justin Dario
Alexander Sifford-
Angotti, the son of
Belinda Sifford of
Berkeley, California,
and Thomas Angotti
of Brooklyn.  Elena,
who is 26, is working
on a doctorate in art
history at CUNY
Graduate Center;
she’s a graduate of
Oberlin College.  Her
husband teaches
English at Voyages
Preparatory High
School in Queens,
and is also an
Oberlin graduate.

Elena FitzPatrick Wed

The Island’s library may move
to 504 Main Street, more than dou-
bling its space, with the help of a
loan to the City from the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation.

The space, at the southern end
of the Roosevelt Landings
(Eastwood) building, was last oc-
cupied, on a temporary basis, by
the Public Safety Department when
its space was being renovated, and
before that by the Lilies Christian
School. It is a former mini-school,
used for that purpose before the new
PS/IS 217 was built. A consultant
study recommended the library use
for the space, seeing it as ideally
suited between Northtown and
Southtown.

The New York Public Library
(NYPL) has wanted better space
on the Island for some time. Con-
sideration was given to the space
now occupied by the Cabrini Thrift
Shop, and to new space in
Southtown building number 7,
which will be located on the east
shore across from 475 Main Street
and south of Roosevelt Landings.

But “building number 7 is in
limbo at the moment,” RIOC Presi-
dent Steve Shane explained at a
Residents Association meeting last
week. “We don’t know when the
Southtown developer is going to
go forward... they have until the
end of 2012 to exercise their right
to go forward with buildings 7, 8,
and 9.” This uncertainty and delay

Library Could
Get Space at
504 Main St.

RIRA Column from page 3

diatrician being involved, but if
this were any other organization
not so close to home, one would
say “Gee, given the experience of
your committee and the fact that
you have a real-estate attorney
who’s done commercial properties,
I think I’d like to hear his point,
too.”  And I’ve heard that two in-
dependent studies, including one
by DHCR, recommended against
the master-lease approach.  So,
that’s the point here: the Board
seemed to be upset that it was im-
portant to hear Mr. Shane’s point
of view, and it was important for
these and other differing points to
be discussed within the community
(which the RIOC President chose
to do, but the Real Estate commit-
tee declined).

Minimally, the RIOC Board
needs to interact with the commu-
nity, and they should start by show-
ing us what the RFP drafts look
like.  Had present resident Board
members not been on the RIOC
Board, as outsiders they would
have argued, You should share this
with the community.  Although
there were some initial bumps in
the road, RIOC’s Rosina
Abramson’s approach to having
RIRA provide a Blackwell Park
committee produced the best out-
come: (1) it satisfied RIOC’s
needs, (2) it satisfied the
developer’s needs, and (3) it satis-
fied the residents’ needs.  The

RIOC Board should choose the
same approach, which will benefit
everyone.

5.  RIOC Board fires President
Steve Shane.  [Preface: These are
my personal comments.  The RIRA
Common Council has not met to
discuss this, so I don’t know the
opinions of the members.]  At the
Roosevelt Island Reunion on Sat-
urday, the reporter who did a
Newsweek article about Roosevelt
Island 30 years ago was doing a
follow-up, and she was looking for
juicy dirt to report.  In that discus-
sion, I said “I think Steve Shane
has been the best RIOC President
we’ve had in the past 15 years.”  On
Monday, I found out that his Board
was going to fire him.  Considering
the number of disagreements I’ve
had with Mr. Shave over the years,
you’ll probably find it odd that I was
strongly supportive of Mr. Shane
continuing in his role.

Let me be clear:  I think that the
RIOC Board made a serious mis-
take.  Mr. Shane had approximately
six months left in his term with the
present governor.  There are many
major projects that need to be com-
pleted in the next 4-6 months, in-
cluding the Tram overhaul (which
is a month behind schedule), the
park work and memorial work at
Southpoint, and the privatization
efforts for the three remaining
Mitchell-Lama buildings.  (Disclo-
sure: I am the corporate secretary

can manage that, and that govern-
ment inevitably will screw up and
will not do a good job.”

Shane said that, nonetheless, he is
pursuing the Board’s master-lease
plan diligently.

“Clearly, there has been a problem
for a lot of years.  Clearly, we have a
situation on our hands where we
have, essentially, 10,000 square feet
of vacant space.  We have a number
of retail opportunities to fill them up,
and I think that we could do so rather
rapidly, but it’s not happening, and
as I have promised the Board of Di-
rectors, I am an officer of the corpo-
ration and we are doing an RFP [for
a master lease] and we are on the
verge of going forward.”

Contrary View
Only one RIOC Board member,

Howard Polivy, attended the June 23
session.  Although not a member of
the Board’s Real Estate Committee,
he said, “We are all working toward
[the] goal of having a vital retail cor-
ridor...  It’s true that the Public Au-
thorities Reform Act, which became
effective March 1, allows RIOC to
circumvent the maximum-income
provisions that we had in the Public

Retail from previous page

makes the 504 Main Street space
an attractive possibility, but NYPL
is, at present, short of the funds
necessary to prepare the space.

“We have talked about doing a
plan with the City’s economic folks
beause we are in a better position
to be able to finance the City’s li-
brary need,” explained Shane. “We
have the cash, on which we’re
earning essentially nothing. The
City’s cost of borrowing is three
percent, and we’re not making any-

thing like that. The City would, in
effect, borrow [our] cash by leas-
ing the space; we would invest in
that space. They would lease it
[and] pay us leasehold rent. That
would be a way of accommodat-
ing everybody.”

Shane further explained that the
504 Main Street space would give
the library 5,000 square feet, which
is more than double its present
cramped quarters of 2,200 square
feet.

Authorities Act...  That’s something
new and that’s positive no matter
how you look at it.

“We hope that a master lease-
holder would be able to bring re-
sources and knowledge and experi-
ence that we, RIOC, are not really in
the business of providing.  We run
retail, we’ve run retail for a while,
and some of us have a lot of retail
experience, but we are constrained
by the vagaries of change in Albany.
We do the best we can.  This [master
lease] is one way we are trying to
get some closure on these issues, and
we think it’s worth a full effort, and
we’d like to see it go forward.”

In his discussion of the matter in
this issue of The WIRE, Kalkin points
out that once a master lessee is in
place, replacing a merchant in a va-
cated store could be very rapid,
whereas the process for each replace-
ment tenant can take longer if it is
handled directly by RIOC – a period
that Steve Shane put at 90 days.

In last week’s meeting, Shane re-
fused when asked to provide pro-
jected dates by which stores might
be occupied under the master-lessee
plan, saying the multi-step process
is too complex for predictions.

for the tenant association in one of
those buildings.)  While there
might have been other times for the
Board to assert itself (such as ve-
toing the wasteful dual-tram ap-
proach that could have saved us
$10 million), this was the wrong
time and for the wrong reason.

Given the risk of completing
these efforts (including the inevi-
table litigation/mediation that will
come from the Tram delay), it
seems foolish to lose the knowl-
edge base of a key executive who
was central to all of this.  I checked
the minutes of the RIOC Board
meetings since January 2009, and
I can find no actual impropriety or
violation of the board’s directives.
If the RIOC Board really felt they
needed to be clear about their di-
rection, they could have adopted a
specific board resolutions, but they
chose not to – until then, Mr. Shane
had a fiduciary responsibility to
report the truth, which he did.  It
seems that it was all about a per-
sonality issue, which is fine for
clubs of teenagers, but not for cor-
porate governance of a State pub-
lic-benefit corporation.  The per-
sonal (non-business) aspect of this
was clear:  After the board forced
his retirement in executive session,
they then asked him to leave the
table in the Board meeting because
Board members “felt uncomfort-
able” with him being there.  The
RIOC Board looked like a bunch
of amateurs, not serious execu-
tives.  After Mr. Shane left, they
then had a public beauty contest
where the CFO and VP of Opera-
tions were treated as children: a
face-off, including each describing
the other’s strengths and weakness.
It was disgusting and non-profes-
sional.  I, like many others in at-
tendance, thought, Why couldn’t
you have discussed this in private?
Why do you force your CFO to ex-
plain in public why he himself
might not be good for the job of
Acting President/CEO?  Amateurs
– not a criticism of their lack of real

estate experience, a criticism of
their lack of professional courtesy.

Part of why Mr. Shane was fired
was his willingness to tell the truth
to us on the master-lease process.
This is not a McChrystal moment
(clearly disrespecting his boss),
this was a RIOC Board that didn’t
want him to interact with the com-
munity to hear differing perspec-
tives.  At the RIRA informational
meeting, it was clear that there was
dissatisfaction with the RIOC Board
and they wanted to express it.

Mr. Shane caused some friction
elsewhere in privatization.  The
nature of exiting Mitchell-Lama
housing for three of the remaining
buildings is determining a variety
of things, including how much
profit tenants and building owners
will make as the buildings become
market-rate.  (Note: Exiting
Mitchell-Lama is essential for the
survivability of all three buildings
and keeping their present tenants; I
have consistently supported
privatization.)  Considering the sig-
nificant potential self-dealing con-
flicts of interest when a majority of
the resident members of the RIOC
Board are all affected by this pecu-
niary interest, you can see that Mr.
Shane had to walk a fine line while
satisfying his corporate obligations.
Mr. Shane has said, which is com-
pletely proper for his role, he wanted
to preserve affordable housing (post
conversion), he wanted to make sure
the owners and tenants would not
walk away with obscene profits
(which might put him on the front
page of The New York Times), and
he wanted to make sure that the
Island’s finances would improve
long term (possibly to the detriment
of the owners’ and tenants’ profits).
A very tough job for Mr. Shane,
but he seemed to be making steady
progress.

I think this is an important mo-
ment in the Island’s drive for self-
governance.  Some well-known
advocates of self-governance be-
lieve that firing Mr. Shane is the

pinnacle of our self-governance
effort.  I have been a strong sup-
porter of self-governance and con-
tinue to be.  However, if we really
want people to respect the Island’s
ability to govern, then we cannot
be of the mind “everything from
Albany is Bad, everything by Is-
land residents is Good.”  We have
to demonstrate that we have better
thinking, honesty, fairness, and
transparency about Roosevelt Is-
land.  Which means that we need
to feel free about being able to criti-
cize our own neighbors on their
mistakes – that is what will make
us better, not a blind demonstration
of power; and not blind support of
Board members just because they
are our neighbors and we elected
them.  At the next RIOC Board
election, hopefully some of those
residents who expressed their un-
happiness about the present RIOC
Board will become candidates and
remind voters that they won’t make
the same power grab, will have
more executive management expe-
rience, and will be more coopera-
tive about interacting with their
constituents.  Let the public decide.

Goodbye, Mr. Shane.  Thank you
for reorganizing RIOC to be a
much better organization that re-
sponded to the Island, for reduc-
ing the prior “bunker mentality,”
for giving us the experiment of
elected resident members to the
RIOC board (who just thanked you
by firing you), for insisting upon a
better Public Safety Department
(which has improved substan-
tially), for your many conversa-
tions (although we weren’t always
in agreement).  I still stand by my
statement, “You’re the best RIOC
President we’ve had in the past 15
years” and it is our loss that you
could not finish your term.

6.  Upcoming RIRA meetings.
The next meeting is on September
15 at 8:00 p.m. in the Good Shep-
herd Center; future meetings are
October 6 and November 3.  Have
a great summer!

–Emma Felix
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Towering home runs! Screaming line
drives! Diving catches! Blazing fastballs! All
this and a storybook ending were a part of
this season’s RIYP Little League. This sea-
son had more teams, more players, and more
coaches than we’ve seen in years, and it paid
off for the players and fans. It all came to-
gether during the Majors and Minors Cham-
pionship games.

The Majors were up first with the Blue
Rays taking on the Maroon Mustangs – the
top two teams in the league. The game was
tight during the first couple of innings, and
the score was close at 5-4 in the third in-
ning. Then the Rays pulled away and didn’t
look back. The game ended with the Rays
on top, 10-5, and they are this year’s RIYP
Majors Champs! The Rays received their
first-place trophies after the game, and ad-
ditional trophies were given to Steven
Sanchez for Most Valuable Player and Elija
Colon for Sportsmanship.  The Rays were
coached by Ray Pabon. The Mustangs re-
ceived runner-up trophies after the game,
and additional awards were given to John
King for Most Valuable Player and Brock
Lucas for Sportsmanship. The Mustangs
were coached by Head Coach Ed Lucas and
assistant coaches Lloyd Woltz and Brian
King.

The Majors Green team also received tro-
phies; and their Most Valuable Player award
was given to Roy Mosquitta, and Sportsman-
ship went to Nicole Fecliciano. Carolyn
Christianson was the coach for Green. The
Majors Dark Blue team was also a proud
trophy recipient; the team honored Jerry
Machacek as their Most Valuable Player and
Billy Cusick with the Sportsmanship Award.
Dark Blue was coached by Meera Tandon
and Kyle Murphy, with Assistant Coach Tim
Wong.

The second Championship game of the
day was perhaps the season’s best story: The
Blue Devils, who started the season very
slowly with only one win in the first half,
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Minors Runners-up Purple Royals

Majors Champs Blue Rays

Photo:  Iliana Wong

Photo:  Denist Raimi

fought for a right to compete for the cham-
pionships by stepping up in the playoffs and
putting together two straight playoff victo-
ries, including beating the league-best Ma-
roon Mustangs. All year, the Devils kept
their composure and continued to improve
and play their game. It showed at the very
beginning in their matchup against the
Purple Royals, when they streaked out to a
7-0 lead in the first two innings. The Royals
battled back, but were unable to overcome
the deficit and the Devils’ brilliant defense.
The game ended 10-3 when Luke Chavez
dropped to his knees to catch a sinking line
drive to left field, a play that was typical of
the fabulous way the last three games went
for the new RIYP Minors Champs, the Blue
Devils.  The Devils received their first-place
trophies after the game; the Most Valuable
Player was awarded to Karina Louriero, and
the Sportsmanship was awarded to Regis
Enama. The Devils’ head coach was Brian
Dorfman. The Royals received their runner-
up trophies, and presented the Most Valu-
able Player award to Jethro Hurt and the
Sportsmanship Award to Noah Parker. The
Co-Head Coaches for the Royals were Scot
Bobo and Leon Wagner, and assistant
coaches were Curtis Parker, Chris Roman,
Kevin Wagner, and Claude Hurt.

The Minors’ Green Machine, Maroon
Mustangs, and Light Blue Knights also re-
ceived trophies and presented additional
awards to the following players: Most Valu-
able Player Awards were given to Green
Machine’s Michael Quan, Mustangs’ Kenny
Holguin, and Knights’ Blaise Enama.
Sportsmanship Awards were presented to
Green Machine’s Simon Rickman, Mus-
tangs’ Jake Lucas, and Knights’ Joshua
Carter.  Green Machine was coached by
James Herlihy, the Mustangs were coached
by Ed Lucas, and the Knights were coached
by Johan Marfey, who was assisted by Rob-
ert Palm and Martin Thomle.

Present and former officers of the Island branch of Toastmasters
International gathered recently to celebrate the start of the 31st year.
Meetings are listed in ComingUp on page 3.

Toastmasters is 30!
RIRA  presented six artists performing duets and trios from the operatic repertoire last weekend.  Left to right,
above:  Sherie Helstien with Alan Smulen, Lorraine Davidson, Victor Ziccardi, Anastasia Ponomarev; and
accompanist Regina Yakubtsiner.  Below, a finale with Julie Majchrzyk out front.

Photos:  Maria Casotti

Fundraiser

Residents Association Stages an Afternoon of Music
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FOR INFORMATION TO VISIT OR TO ENROLL CALL: (718) 239-7919
email: throgsnecksports@aol.com / www.newyorktennisclub.com

DAY CA
MP

TENNIS, WATERFRONT ADVENTURES, 
SAILING, SOCCER, BASKETBALL,

SOFTBALL, SWIMMING
& MORE!

AGES 6-13
STARTS JUNE 21 - AUGUST 13,  WEEKLY SESSIONS
9AM TO 5PM, MON.-FRI.
OPEN HOUSE EVERY FRI., SAT. & SUN. FROM 2-5PM
...OR BY APPOINTMENT

CAMP LOCATED AT SUNY MARITIME COLLEGE CAMPUS
& NEW YORK TENNIS CLUB
PENNYFIELD AVE., THROGS NECK, BRONX

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE FROM MANHATTAN

Heat With a Beat
Summer music has started at

Trellis.  We’re bringing Roosevelt
Island’s weekend evenings alive
with light jazz on Good Shepherd
Plaza, for your dining, listening,
and moving pleasure, 6-10pm...

Try a dinner outdoors, followed by
a relaxing night of listening and
chatting with all the friends who
hibernated through the winter.

See you at Trellis
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.
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R&Z Medicaid Consulting
“Let us handle all of your

Medicaid/Medicare/Elder-Care needs.”

We specialize in obtaining Medicaid
eligibility with emphasis on proper
application completion and submission, and
document acquisition, for the Department of
Social Services and Human Resources
Administration Offices.  We have a proven
track record in these areas and can provide
references upon request.  Save over 40-50%
on your legal costs as compared to other
service providers or elder-care attorneys.

Our areas of expertise are:
• Community-based Home Care Medicaid Applications
• Institutional Care Medicaid Applications
• Social Security (Medicare & Disability)
• Elder Care, PRIs (necessary for Nursing Home

placement)
• Home Health Aide Management
• Nursing Home Placement
• VA Aides’ and Attendants’ Pension Benefits
• NYSARC income-pooled trusts to shelter and protect

your excess income.

Contact us at 646-335-8611 or
email ralipara12@yahoo.com

Roosevelt Island
FREE DELIVERY

With purchase of a case or $100 order

Mention this ad
and receive an additional 5% off

Stock up now and take advantage of an amazing selection of
both wine and liquor delivered directly to your doorstep!!!

CITY WINE GALLERY
1145 Second Avenue
212-486-2103

Mon-Sat, 10AM-midnight • Sunday, noon-9PM

OLOLOLOLOLYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPICYMPIC
LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

When it really counts,
count on Olympic!

Special discounts are included
in these low airport fares:

JFK $34
LGA $18

Newark $68 + tolls
Call Olympic about your return trip
from the airport:  1-718-626-8000

Discount on all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Guest Coupon

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years

• Door-to-door service •
• Long distance and local calls •

• Service to all area airports •

1-718-626-8000
1-718-728-3030

• •
Please ask about your

return trip from the airport.
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Where Children and Parents
Make Friends for Life

The
FAMILY
CENTER

Island Kids
Summer Camp 2010

for children aged 4-6, 7-9, and 10-13
SWIMMING

SPORTS with SIMPLY SPORTS
ARTS PROGRAMS with PRIVATE PICASSOS

and WINGSPAN ARTS
FIELD TRIPS AND MORE!!!!

– MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-4PM –
AFTERCARE PROGRAM AVAILABLE

$250 per week; OK to sign up by the week.
SPORTS CAMP FOR CHILDREN AGED 10-13

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SIMPLY SPORTS
Visit our website at WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG for program

details.  For registration information, e-mail
IslandKidsRI@gmail.com with any questions,

or call 646-752-3839

Join us every Friday this summer for a fun-filled

afternoon with Ryan’s Island Music Jam
for infants to 4 years old • 4:30 p.m.

Drop in Class starts on July 9th:  Fee is $20

Please e-mail islandkidsri@gmail.com

with any questions.

BRING ALL THE FUN OF
RYAN’S ISLAND MUSIC JAM TO

YOUR CHILD’S PARTY!!!
CONTACT RYAN AT

RYANTUNES@GMAIL.COM
OR 832-373-0199

See you at Trellis
212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Heat With a Beat
Summer music has started at Trellis.  We’re bringing Roosevelt Island’s weekend
evenings alive with light jazz on Good Shepherd Plaza, for your dining, listening,
and moving pleasure, Thursday (whatever the weather), Friday, and Saturday, 6-

10pm...  Try a dinner outdoors, followed by a relaxing night of listening and
chatting with all the friends who hibernated through the winter.



unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Classified deadline for July 31 issue:  Tuesday, July 27
Classified deadline for August 28 issue:  Tuesday, August 24

RENTING ROOM w/ BATHROOM on
Roosevelt Island.  Cable TV, A/C, DSL,
microwave oven, fridge, good storage.
Dorrman building with gym.  No
smoking, no guests.  $850, utilities
included (kitchen privileges extra).
JuanaBimba@aol.com.

ONE-WEEK VACATION in the
Poconos.  For info call 917-657-5244.
From 7/24-7?31.  Pool, golf, water
park.  Full kitchen, 2 baths; sleeps 8.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist – Island resi-
dent Diana Brill.  Gift certificates
available.  212-759-9042.

AVON Representative – Roosevelt
Island.  www.youravon.com/joannacuevas
FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group.  Call
212-355-3848.

EXPERT PIANO TUNING – Reason-
able rates, prompt service, Island
resident.  646-321-2399.

BE THE LIFE of the party.  Learn
magic from master magician Mike
Edson, ages 7-77, 212-371-6510.

AVON AGENTS WANTED – Work
from home.  Call 888-269-2616 or
www.phoneavon.com. thru 10/1

TUTORING – English professor
available.  Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis.  646-319-3873.

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days.  212-593-0750.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE
ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes.  212-371-
4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

MATH TUTORING by experienced
teacher living on the Island.  Any level.
Call 212-829-1406. exp 7/31/10

ERRANDS, ERRANDS, ERRANDS.
You run your life, I’ll run your errands.
Call Vicki Feinmel, 212-223-1108
vfeinmel@verizon.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Volunteer
with the Icla da Silva Foundation and
help save lives.  212-593-0474.

CAT SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE
– Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc.  917-587-3278.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CON-
TRACTOR – Excellent Island refer-
ences, fully insured.  Free estimate.
212-751-8214.

The WIRE runs on volunteer power!
We may need help with distribution in
your building (call 212-935-7534), or
join us for our Friday-morning stuffing
session (212-826-9056), or try your
hand at reporting (917-617-0449).
Other help is needed, too.  What
would you like to do?
MOVING AWAY?  Please don’t...  But
if you must:  Use WIRE classifieds to
sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt
Island and turn your discards into
dollars.  212-751-8214.

Longtime Island resident will feed and
lovingly care for your cat while you
are away, making sure your pet is
safe and happy at home.  (Will also
help with mail, plants, etc.)  References
available.
Call 212-751-8214 or 917-587-3278.

Factory-Authorized

Wheelchair &
Scooter Repair

Specialists
Since 1951

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
and the NYC Community for 59 Years

Free & Fast Delivery of all
Adult Diapers &

Incontinence Supplies

We accept Medicare, Medicaid,
Workers’ Compensation, HealthFirst

Call today
to set up your account

718-969-8600
MyWheelsTurning@aol.com
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duchmansri@gmail.com 

Please visit our website at 

www.RIJewish.org 

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

Friday, July 2 at 8:13 pm 

Friday, July 9 at 8:11 pm 

Friday, July 16 at 8:08 pm 

Friday, July 23 at 8:03 pm 

Friday, July 30 at 7:56 pm 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-
olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu 
Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh. 
 

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the 
universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, 
and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

Give your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifGive your apartment a lifttttt

HOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICEHOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations AConsultations Available – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What Yvailable – Use What You Haveou Haveou Haveou Haveou Have

No job too small

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen LEllen LEllen LEllen LEllen Levyevyevyevyevy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

Jadwiga’s
Crossing

$19.95 at JadwigasCrossing.com

a story of the
Great

Migration



All major insurance plans accepted
Hours on the Island:

Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,
and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

Jack Resnick, MD
Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street – 212-832-2310
office practice and housecalls for the homebound

Visit our Website
therooseveltdoctor.com

· check lab results
· make appointments
· take a survey
· internet health resources
· get help finding insurance
· read opinions

Dental Love LLC
501 A Main St

Roosevelt Island
www.mydentallove.com

212-752-8722

Dental Passion LLC
164 W 96th Street, Manhattan (10025) between Columbus and Amsterdam

www.dentalpassion.com
212-749-0600

General and cosmetic dentistry
Orthodontic – clear and traditional braces

Endodontist – root canal
Periodontist – gum disease and implants

Pedodontist – children

Hours at 96th Street office:
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:00, Fri. 9:00-3:00,

and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

DASH
Disabled Association 
Support for the Homebound
DO YOU NEED...?

• Help with shopping
• Medications to be picked up
• Someone to talk to
Call DASH and one of our

volunteers will come to your
apartment.

917-558-0534

KAREN’S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN’S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN’S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN’S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN’S PILATES STUDIO ON RI
Private and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classes

novice novice novice novice novice • beginner  beginner  beginner  beginner  beginner • intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate • seniors seniors seniors seniors seniors

Karen MannKaren MannKaren MannKaren MannKaren Mann
Certified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates Instructor
212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223

free introductory session!            You’re worth it!free introductory session!            You’re worth it!free introductory session!            You’re worth it!free introductory session!            You’re worth it!free introductory session!            You’re worth it!

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician

and Pediatric Allergist

Make an appointment now for
your child’s camp or school physical

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Office Hours
By appointment

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 3, 2010 • 19

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu
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