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Review by David Stone
Blue Wave, Izumi Tokuno’s solo

exhibit at the Octagon Gallery, fea-
tures digital art originating with
photographs taken exclusively on
Roosevelt Island.

Inviting the participation of visi-
tors, Tokuno asks them to reflect
on her images, each of which is
dated, and to recall the particular
day in their lives.  Each individual
sees his or her world differently,
and each digitally enhanced image
records the artist’s impression of
the moment in which it was taken.

With the exception of a sequen-
tial set of images for November 28,
2008, 2009, and 2010, the wave
pictures are from the latter half of
2010, with nothing earlier than
June 26. Several sequences depict
nothing but the intricate details of
water, heavily blue, and the color
Tokuno finds most dominant here.

The wave photos are similar to
those she has previously shown at
Gallery RIVAA group shows.
They demonstrate her awareness of
complexity in nature.  What first
appears as a simple image of wa-
ter expands into an independent
universe of pressures, viscosities,
and flows within flows.

by Jim Baehler
When the Royal Library at Alexandria burned to

the ground in 48 BC, the world lost forever a treasure
trove of manuscripts.  The Roosevelt Island Library
doesn’t hold quite that illustrious a position but, to
Island residents who use its services regularly, its
value can hardly be measured.  The library is open
six days a week, with special programs for groups

ranging from in-
fants to adults.

The thou-
sands of books,
DVDs, CDs,
and reference

materials are under the supervision
of library manager Miranda
Murray, whose love for her job
shines through on first meeting.
She is a native of Southern Cali-
fornia and, on a day when the out-
side temperature in New York City
is in the 20s, thinks wistfully of her
youth growing up in warm sun-
shine. She graduated with a B.A.
in sociology from the University of
California at Santa Barbara, then
moved to Austin, Texas, for an ad-
vanced degree, Master in Informa-
tion Sciences, which is gradually
replacing the old degree in library
science once required for library
work.

Seeking adventure, as she put it, Murray came to
New York City in 2007 and immediately found work
at the George Bruce branch of the New York Public
Library in the Bronx.  She was soon appointed assis-
tant manager and, when the opening for a manager at
the Roosevelt Island branch, she applied and was ac-
cepted late last year.  A resident of Brooklyn, Murray
has an hour commute each way, but doesn’t mind it
as it gives her a chance to catch up
on her reading.

Miranda Murray would like
people to know that there is much
more to our library than books.
There are hundreds of movies on
DVD, and hundreds of music CDs
with a range of selections to sat-
isfy all tastes.  For the visually im-
paired, there are many audiobooks,
and an entire section of large-print
books.  In addition, the library has
foreign language sections with

books in Russian, Spanish, Korean, and French.
“Any item we don’t have that is in circulation can

be ordered from the main library or one of its branches.
It can be done from a home computer by accessing
NYPL.org and choosing the appropriate menus,” she
adds.  “Or you can come in and one of our staff will
be happy to order an item for you. All you need is a

library card and a PIN number.”
Those two items are also all that is needed for one

of the latest offerings of the library, e-books.  Once
again, a visit to NYPL.org will provide a list of books
now available for downloading to a Kindle reader or
similar device.  Instead of having to return a physical
copy of a book, an e-book simply vanishes from the
reading device after the specified loan period.

For those without computers or Internet access, the
library has three desktop comput-
ers and 11 laptops.  To be guaran-
teed access to one of these units,
Miranda advises getting to the li-
brary before 3:00 p.m. on school
days.  Saturdays are unpredictable,
with busy and slow periods that
cannot be anticipated.  Printers are
available to produce black-and-
white copies of Internet pages.  The
cost is 15 cents per page, with the
first five pages free for students

Briefly...
• Roosevelt Island will

host three films in the
ReelAbilties Film Festi-
val starting Friday,
February 4 (ad,
page 7), includ-
ing Warrior
Champions
(right).

• A four-hour
suspension of
Tramway service
late in the morning
rush on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18, was attributed
to icing on the track
ropes.  RIOC offers
e-mail advisories, ac-
cessible through
n y c 1 0 0 4 4 . c o m / z / 0 k
(that’s a zero before
the k).

• The Residents
Association’s Com-
munications Com-
mittee has launched
a website,
RIRAonline.com.

Artist Sees Blue as the
Island’s Dominant Color

Detail from one of Izumi Tokuno’s digital photos now on display.

Enhancing the beauty of her
compositions, Tokuno has her fin-
ished images printed on canvas,
giving them a graceful and paint-
erly quality.

Aware of the balances of nature
in a place surrounded by water and
exposed in most vistas to a broad,
unobstructed sky, Tokuno further
defines her work by adding moon
phases to the dates, providing a
framework of time passing, even
as much stays unchanged.  She sees
nature as a steadying pulse.

Breaking away from a strict ad-
herence to water filling up her can-
vases, Tokuno has mounted a grid
of 12 smaller moon phase-anchored
pictures that look away from the Is-
land and beyond the river.

We see the
Manhattan sky-
line, the Queens-
boro Bridge, and
the familiar
stacks soaring
skyward from the Ravenswood
generating station, but it’s in these
prints that Tokuno might most
clearly demonstrate her artistry.
You may have seen these views
before, but never like this.

High, thin clouds converge in
shades of gray at sunset. They leap
like fanciful angels into a morning

sky. In a moody, moon-domi-
nated scene, remarkable for the
total absence of blue, Tokuno
shows viewers how powerfully

life-affirming her vibrant col-
ors are by removing them.

Blue Wave has been
thoughtfully mounted.

Inner narratives
about Tokuno’s
view of Island

life provide a foun-
dation for her publicly

expressed message about
sharing.  In her introduc-
tion to the exhibit, Tokuno
asks viewers to take out
their calendars and find
the dates they share with
her images.  Then, she
shows them how intri-
cate a single moment in
any one of those days
must have been.

The exhibit will run
through February 20.
The Octagon Gallery
is open seven days a
week, from 9:00 am
to 8:00 p.m.

Librarian
Miranda
Murray

No Longer Your Grandfather’s Library,
NYPL Branch Now a Multimedia Mecca

See Library, page 2

by Dick Lutz
Roosevelt Island could be cho-

sen as the site for a future institu-
tion of applied science, under a
Bloomberg administration plan.

A mid-December talk at the New
York City offices of Google makes
it clear that the Goldwater Hospi-
tal property, which will become
vacant in about four years as the
City realigns its portfolio of health-
care properties, is on City govern-
ment’s mind.

The Deputy Mayor for Eco-
nomic Development, Robert K.
Steel, named the Goldwater site as
one of four or more possible loca-
tions for a cooperative project with
“a university, applied-science or-
ganization, or related institution to
develop and operate an applied-
science research facility... particu-
larly in fields that lend themselves
to commercialization.”

Such a facility on the Island
would be likely to increase prop-

City Eyes Goldwater Site for

Possible Applied-Science Center
erty values here and, importantly,
produce a “reverse commute”
rather than adding to morning rush-
hour traffic leaving the Island.

Steel said the goal is to make
“New York City the leading 21st
century city of innovation.”

Other locations mentioned by
Steel in the December 16 talk (on
line with this issue of The WIRE at
nyc10044.com) were Governor’s Is-
land, the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and
Farm Colony (on Staten Island).
Among these sites, Roosevelt Is-
land may offer the most advantages
in terms of accessibility, though
others have more acreage.

The Bloomberg administration’s
plan may dovetail nicely with the
“win the future” theme of President
Obama’s State of the Union speech
this week.

“At a time of fiscal challenges,”
said Steel, “we will not lose focus
on the investments that position us
as a more diverse, more prosper-

ous, more innovative city in the 21st

century and beyond.”
Affordable Housing

Steel also discussed affordable
housing, saying the City adminis-

Deputy Mayor Robert K. Steel

See Goldwater, page 2

A computer lab, of course, but that’s only the beginning of the library’s
array of resources and activities.

Photo coverage
The Snow

at nyc10044.com
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To the Editor:
Sue Cina’s discovery that there

is a parking discount at Motorgate
for Island seniors was a revelation.
I quickly filled out the necessary
forms at RIOC and took their let-
ter to the Motorgate management.
I asked at the Motorgate office why
there was no notice about the dis-
count.  The clerk pointed to a pa-
per attached to an office window.
It said Don’t feed the pigeons.  The
only other notice was about park-
ing changes due to renovation.

It would seem to me that
Motorgate has a legal obligation to
publish this discount in a promi-
nent way.  Since I have been liv-
ing on the Island as a senior for 16
years, I’m more than curious to
know how long this regulation has
been in place, and whether
Motorgate has a legal obligation to
reimburse me and other seniors for
the excess fees that we have all
been charged.

I’m not elaborating on other
Motograte issues, such as lights out
for years in stairwells, and failure
to maintain proper records regard-
ing City residency to avoid paying
parking taxes.

Richard Marshall

To the Editor:
Island Cats thanks Public Safety

– specifically Sgt. Rivera and
Officers Toro, Candelaria, and
Clemente – for their help in a re-
cent emergency situation. Their un-
hesitating kindness and patience
were much appreciated.

Jennifer Dunning

To the Editor:
The front page story and your

editorial in The WIRE of January
15 show that the local resident de-
mocracy is having growing pains.

There is a hard lesson that every
popularly elected official must
learn. Simple though hard, the les-
son is that each public official is
acting on behalf of the people who
voted her/him into office.

In our community, the entire
RIRA Common Council and their
officers are in office because the
residents voted them into office.
What those councilors talk about
and do is public business.  It is not
private business.  That public busi-
ness must be conducted in a way
that is above reproach.  That pub-
lic business must be open for all
the residents to see and understand
what is going on.

Any discussion carried on by
public officials, and any document
coming out of any discussion car-
ried on by those officials, must be
available to the residents who are
responsible for voting them into of-
fice.

The role of the free press is an
essential part of any democracy.
The free press is entitled to full and
complete access to those discus-
sions and those documents.  The
free press does not have the role
of trying to prettify gross errors, of
either intent or content, in discus-
sions and documents for which
public officials are responsible.

For anyone to suggest otherwise
is to willfully undermine the es-
sence of any democratic structure.

David J. Bauer

To the Editor:
In case the residents of

Roosevelt Island are unaware of
this:  RIOC made an unconscio-
nable purchase using taxpayers’
money for the occasion of the new
Tram press event.  RIOC pur-
chased scarves for those in atten-
dance to the tune of $10,770! This
is simply unbelievable and abso-
lutely unacceptable.

While I understand that some of
the funding for this may have come
from the contractor of the new
Tram, mustn’t we ask, “Who paid
for the new Tram?  Wasn’t it the
taxpayers?”

In light of the State reducing the
City’s funding by $1 billion mo-
mentarily, how on earth can we
justify such a trivial but expensive
purchase as $10,770 in scarves?

What possibly could have been
the objective/reasoning in handing
out free scarves?  More tourism?
No way.  More State funding?  I
don’t think so.  RIOC’s leaders
feeling really nice and gushing
about giving a bunch of people
gifts?  I suppose so.

Benefit for Roosevelt Island resi-
dents: Zero!

While I was prepared to give the
new top management at RIOC a
chance to learn and then show a
new level of professionalism and
performance, this insane purchase
should cause the RIOC Board to
call for some resignations.

If $10,770 is spent on blinking
scarves, what other travesties
might we find on the really impor-
tant issues that remain obscure in
the RIOC budget?  Perhaps the
plan to spend $1 million to reno-
vate the interior of Blackwell
House shouldn’t be the only item
of deep scrutiny?

I have been most critical about
the insanity of spending $1.8 mil-
lion to put astro-turf on the
Roosevelt Island soccer field; what
a horrendous waste that was!  Let’s
now decorate the goal posts on the
field with RIOC’s Tram scarves!

Hal Worsham

To the Editor:
The editorial in the last WIRE,

With Freedom Comes..., presented
a well-reasoned and rational claim
that public entities, in this instance,
the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation, should not place them-
selves in the position of restricting
the flow of information to the me-
dia.  The editorial begins with the
statement that “Words have conse-
quences.  If they didn’t, there
would be little evolutionary value
to speech writing and communica-
tion in general.”

The editorial goes on to say,
“And humans are also able to take
responsibility – most of us anyway
– for what we say, print, or pub-
lish.”

Unfortunately, the editorial strays
from the immediate issue – Common
Council actions – to encompass
wider issues while losing sight of the
principles described in the opening.

Consider this statement from the
editorial:  When assembled in one
place, an ability to communicate
combined with a lack of responsibil-
ity and a lack of straight thinking can
produce unfortunate, even tragic
consequences – and that was the les-
son to be learned last week not only
in Arizona and in the nation, but also
here on Roosevelt Island.

The reference to Arizona obvi-
ously referred to the shooting of
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords and others.
Apparently, the lesson the editorial
would have us learn is that the
shooter was impelled to act by
communications he received from
media sources with no sense of re-
sponsibility.  This is the party line
quickly adopted by liberal media
and echoed by Hillary Clinton,
who in two separate remarks de-
scribed the shooter as an “extrem-
ist.”  Right-wing radio talk hosts
and television commentators are
blamed for poisoning the airwaves
with inflammatory language,
which eventually led the shooter to
embark on his murderous mission.

President Obama in his moving
and eloquent speech in Tucson
should have put an end to such
unverified accusations.  He said,
Scripture tells us that there is evil
in the world, and that terrible
things happen that defy human
understanding... Bad things hap-
pen and we have to guard against
simple explanations in the after-
math. For the truth is none of us
can know exactly what triggered
this vicious attack.

It is now clear that the shooter
was seriously deranged, and that
attributing his actions to alleged
irresponsible utterances in the me-
dia is completely unwarranted.

Further on, the editorial makes
the following statement:  Those
who control access to the media
can make mistakes.  Fox News is a
prime example of handing the
megaphone to right-wing maniacs.

As a regular viewer of Fox News,
I am at a loss to identify the “right-
wing maniacs” the editorial sees.
Surely the reference cannot be to
Mara Liasson and Juan Williams,
who both appear nightly on Fox
News and are proud to proclaim
themselves as liberals.  Observing
Brit Hume, Charles Krauthammer, 
Bill Kristol, or Steve Hayes, I fail
to find any of the characteristics of

Letters deadline for Feb. 12
issue: Tues., Feb. 8, 5:00 p.m.

a maniac, i.e., loss of their senses
and inability to think rationally.
Even Bill O’Reilly, Sean Hannity,
and Glenn Beck, while happily
pronouncing themselves conserva-
tives, exhibit none of the deranged
behavior associated with maniacs.
If Fox News were populated by
right-wing lunatics, it is inconceiv-
able that the network would have
the most-watched cable news pro-
grams for the past 10 years.

It is true that “Those who con-
trol access to media can make mis-
takes.” It is to be hoped that. in the
future, The WIRE will avoid edi-
torial mistakes prompted by a left-
wing bias. Words do, indeed, have
consequences, and those with ac-
cess to the media have a responsi-
bility not to use them carelessly.

Jim Baehler

Editor’s response:  Points taken,
particularly with regard to unproved
connections between right-wing
media and deranged behavior.  But
when Glenn Beck says, on Fox, I’m
thinking of killing Michael Moore.
Is there anything wrong with that?,
he contributes to an atmosphere in
which, at best, deranged actions
will be assocated with Fox and its
favorites, and, at worst, some de-
ranged individual might take it as a
fatwah.  The few moderates on that
channel should be ashamed to lend
the credibility of their collective
presence to Beck.

More Letters, page 10

under age 18.
A separate machine provides a copy service for those in need of docu-

ment reproduction. The cost is 15 cents per page with a copy card, and
20 cents per page without a copy card (available at the front desk).

Miranda Murray is especially enthusiastic about the many specialized
databases available through the library. For reference work, there are an
on-line encyclopedia and more than 100 years of The New York Times.
The “Learning Express” provides practice tests to prepare for the GED,
standardized tests given by the school system and other organizations,
civil service exams, and other types of tests.  There is also an extensive
collection of scholarly journals available for study.

One of the newest offerings is “Freegal Music,” which allows the
downloading of up to three songs per week to any device that accepts
digital music.  It is a free service, accessed at NYPL.org.

The library has a regular series of weekly programs designed to ap-
peal to all ages.  Mondays at 10:30 a.m., Infant Lapsit is an oral reading
program for infants from one month to 18 months in age, conducted by
various staff members.  Teenagers have their own program on Mondays
at 4:00 p.m., when a staff member oversees the playing of Uno, a card
game much admired by young people.  Tuesday mornings at 10:00 sees
the Knitting and Crocheting Circle happily at work on their hobby.  On
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m., it’s Toddler Story Time, led by staff member
Raul Chavez and held at the Island Kids facility.  Raul reads from a
children’s book and conducts a sing-along with the little ones.  It’s teen-
ager time again on Thursdays at 4:00 p.m., when various staff members
lead the Anime Club, as the group peruses and discusses Japanese comic
books and graphic novels, which have a large following among youths.

The library also offers a series of monthly special programs. Next
month’s schedule will begin February 1 at 6:30 p.m. with a Science-
fiction Book Discussion led by staff member Justin VanPoelvoorde.  On
February 11 at 3:30 p.m., Davana Montesdeoca, another staffer, will
lead an arts and crafts program for children age five and up.  On Febru-
ary 17 at 4:00 p.m., there will be a presentation of The Peanut Prince by
Urban Stages, a not-for-profit Off-Broadway theatre company.  For ages
five and up, it examines the life of George Washington Carver and the
more than 300 uses he found for the peanut.  Also on the 17th,
vanPoelvoode will convene the adult Book Discussion group to con-
sider The Tipping Point – How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference
by Malcolm Gladwell.  On the 22nd at 6:30 p.m., he will conduct the
Poetry Hour for adults.

The Roosevelt Island Library is an extraordinary resource that adds
greatly to the social and intellectual life of the Island. Not content with
doing what is already being done, Miranda Murray says, “We’re here
for the community, and if there are other ways we can be helpful, we’d
like to hear from you.”

Library from page 1

tration is two-thirds of the way “to our target of building and preserving
165,000 affordable units,” a goal he said will be reached before
Bloomberg leaves office.

Water & Waterfront
In another aspect of the Bloomberg administration’s plans for its final

1000+ days, Steel said, “Now we will rethink how we use our water and
our shores – what we have referred to as our ‘sixth borough.’ ...  With
more than 500 miles of shoreline, we have more waterfront than any
other American city (more than Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle,
Chicago, and Portland combined).”  But, he said, “New Yorkers remain
too disconnected from the water...  We are in many ways an inward-
facing city, but we plan to make it easier for New Yorkers to make the
most of this incredible asset from both a residential and a commercial
perspective.”  He said the mayor’s Waterfront Vision and Enhancement
Strategy will include an “increase [in] the use of waterborne transporta-
tion,” a possible encouragement for Islanders who have long wished for
water-taxi or ferry service here.

Expressions of interest in City support for creation of an applied-sci-
ence facility are due in the middle of March.

Goldwater from page 1

Web-savvy?  The WIRE seeks volunteer
maintenance help with Website NYC10044.

Call Dick Lutz at 212-826-9056.



– This Weekend –
Absolutely Cool, members show, at Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main St.,  closes

tomorrow (Sun Jan 30).  Gallery hours Sat-Sun 11am-5pm, Wed &
Fri, 6-9pm.

– Coming Week & Next Weekend –
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed

Feb 2, 8pm, Legacy High School gymnasium.  Public session at be-
ginning for resident comments/announcements.

Table Tennis Tournament registration deadline, Wed Feb 2.  (Ad, page
12.)

ReelAbilities Film Festival, Wretches & Jabberers, Fri Feb 4, 7pm,
PS217; the quest to change views of autism.  (Ad,
page 7.)

Table Tennis Tournament, Sat Feb 5, Sportspark,
10am-6pm.  (Ad, page 12.)

ReelAbilities Film Festival, Warrier Champions, Sat
Feb 5, 7pm, Coler-Goldwater Hos-
pital (south campus), 1 Main St.;
Olympic dreams of disabled vets.
(Ad, page 7.)

– Continuing –
Blue Wave, exhibit of the art of Izumi Tokuno, Octa-
gon Gallery, 888 Main Street, daily 9am-8pm, through

Feb 20.  (Photo and review, page 1.)
Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 10am-1pm, 2-6pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.
Renaissance painting group, Sat pm; oil/acrylic with mentor Art Zamora.

Call 917-291-8799 for time, location, and fee information.
Swimming at Sportspark, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed Fri 7:30-10:30pm,

Thu 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 12-3pm.  Adults (18-up) Tue 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 4-
7pm.  Adults $5, children 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 and
under.  For schedule of classes and activities, see nyc10044.com/z/0j.

Infant Lapsit stories for ages 1-18 months, Mon, 10:30am, Library.
Reading Aloud to children, Mon-Fri, 3:30-4pm, Library.
Uno for teens, Mon, 4pm, Library.
Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon, 7:30pm.  Info: 212-751-9577.
Knitting & Crocheting Circle, Tue, 10am, Library.  Adults.
Living Library After-School Program, Tue, Wed, Thu, 3-6pm, PS/IS

217 Beacon.  Open to all.  Information:  347-724-5529.
Island Office Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff,

first Tue of each month, 4-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.
Ping Pong:  Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark.  Class, Wed,

6-9pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.
Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.
Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.
Picture-Book Bingo / Story Time for toddlers to pre-K, Wed, 10:30.
Picture-Book Hour (age 4 and under), Wed, 11am, Island Kids.
Nintendo Wii Play (kids), Wed, 3pm, Library.
RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Wed, 3-5pm, 591 Main St.
Island Office Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner and/or staff,

every Thu, 3-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.
Book Bingo for Kids 5-12 years old, Thu, 4pm, Library.
Anime Club for teens, Thu, 4pm, Library; Japanese comics/novels.
Robots for Kids ages 6-13, Thu & Fri, 6:30-8pm, Youth Program, 506

Main St., 2nd fl.  Information:  917-751-2900.

– Future Weeks –
ReelAbilities Film Festival, Brain Damadj’d, Take

II, Mon Feb 7, 6:30pm, Coler-Goldwater Hospital
(south campus), 1 Main St.; brain-injured TV di-
rector fights to prove he can still perform.  (Ad,
page 7.)

Arts & Crafts for children age 5 & up, Fri Feb 11,
3:30pm, Library.

The Main Street WIRE – Sat Feb 12.  Advertising deadlines:  Display
ads, Wed Feb 2; decision date for circulars/
inserts, Tue Feb 8; 5,500 copies due Thu Feb
10.  Additional issues in 2011:  Feb 26; Mar
12, 26; Apr 9, 23; May 7, 21; Jun 4, 18; Jul 2;
Aug 27; Sep 10, 24; Oct 8, 22;
Nov 5, 19; Dec 10.  News
phone, 212-826-9056; urgent
matters, 917-617-0449.  Advertising (display

and classified):  917-587-3278.
The Peanut Prince, play for ages 5 & up, Thu Feb 17, 4pm.

Book Discussion, The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell, Thu Feb

17, 6:30pm, Library.

Grandparents’ Safety Day, Tue Feb 22, 10am-1pm, Senior Center.
RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Feb 23, 5:30pm; location to

be announced.  Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes for-
mal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Mar 2, 8pm, location to be announced.  Public session at beginning
for resident comments/announcements.

Book Discussion, Absurdistan by Gary Shteyngart, Thu Mar 17, 6:30pm,
Library.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Apr 6, 5:30pm; location to be
announced.  Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Apr 6, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

Book Discussion, Life Is Short But Wide by J. California Cooper, Thu
Apr 21, 6:30pm, Library

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
May 4, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.  Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed May 18, 5:30pm; location to
be announced.  Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes for-
mal meeting.

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

TM

Leslie Torres, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

e-mail: LTorres@RIOC.com

The WIRE publishes The RIOC Column and The RIRA Column

as a service to RIOC, RIRA, and the community, and does not control or censor either.

See RIOC, page 10

See RIRA, page 10

Monday
9:30 Ballroom Dancing
11:00 Tai Chi
1:00 Ballet
3:00 Play Reading
6:00 Yoga with Nurit

Tuesday
9:30 Chinese Massage
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Ping Pong
11:00 Blood Pressure
2:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games (RISA)

Senior Center
Friday

9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:30 English as 2nd Language
10:30 Ballroom Dancing
1:00 Korean Games
6:00 Ballroom Dancing (last Fri

each month)
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Tax Preparation Help starts Tue

Feb 1

Wednesday
9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Computers
10:30 Spanish

Thursday
9:30 Stronger Bones
10:45 Ping Pong
12:30 Movie
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Home-delivered meals –
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Winter has barely begun and I’ve had enough, thank
you very much.  The unusual snowfalls and the bitter
cold have left me longing for spring, Roosevelt
Island’s best season.  My wife, a native Coloradan,
loves the snow, but even she takes refuge in the
warmth that our two pussycats provide.  We think of
them as adorable hot water bottles this time of year.
You should try one!

RIRA Website
There’s a new website in town and it’s ours!  The

RIRA Communica-
tions Committee, un-
der the leadership of
Ava Dawson and Vini
Fortuna, launched the
website Wednesday.
It will include RIRA
information, both cur-
rent and archived, as
well as a calendar of
Island events that, we hope, will incorporate data from
many sources.  This IT-savvy group has plans for a
blog, a Twitter page, e-mail capabilities for both Coun-
cil members and the community, and other forms of
electronic communication that, frankly, I don’t un-
derstand.  For the present, you can catch up with RIRA
activity by accessing www.riraonline.com.  Enjoy!

DHCR
In my November 20, 2010, column, I wrote, “New

York’s governors appoint both RIOC presidents and
DHCR commissioners.  Governors like to appoint
people they know, or who are beholden to them.  What
this means regarding Commissioner Lawlor and Presi-
dent Torres remains to be seen.  Both came to us with
sterling reputations, and have yet to be tested by Is-
land issues.  Your guess is as good as mine.”

That chicken has come home to roost.  Last week,
we learned that Brian Lawlor is leaving as DHCR

Commissioner and Chairman of the RIOC Board of
Directors.  We had an inkling of the Governor’s in-
tentions on January
19, when Gary
Connor replaced
Lawlor as chair for
the RIOC Board
meeting.  My rela-
tionship with Law-
lor was too new for
me to prognosti-
cate as to his inten-
tions for the Island’s
development, hous-
ing conversions, or
retail capabilities,
but he seemed
k n o w l e d g e a b l e
about our byzantine
politics and recep-
tive to our argu-
ments.  What this
says about RIOC
President Torres’
future here, or the nature of the new DHCR Commis-
sioner, will require time and a careful reading of the
auguries.  Many of us have participated over and over
again in educating the top officials who control our
destinies about Island history and precedents and,
frankly, we’re tired of reinventing the wheel.  The
issues I brought up with Lawlor on December 15
haven’t gone away, and I will broach them again with
his replacement, as I’m sure the resident Board mem-
bers will.  It would be helpful to work with leader-
ship that doesn’t leave just when they have started to
understand how this community works.  Perhaps,
should we ever get a face-to-face with Governor

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association

e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

The

RIRA

Column

Winter has been in full force this year, but it has
been simply stunning on Roosevelt Island. Our
grounds crew and transportation workers have done
an excellent job keeping the Island running smoothly
and safely.  This season, I have seen that when severe
weather is well-managed, you have the privilege of
enjoying nature, especially amidst beautiful views
such as those on Roosevelt Island.

All this month, we have also been managing a trial
period for Red Bus-
Tram schedule coor-
dination.  With thor-
ough communication
and cooperation
among our drivers,
dispatch, residents,
and administration,
we will create a sys-
tem that serves the
public’s needs efficiently and conveniently.

I appreciate all the residents who have presented
their input in recent months, and would like to thank
the RIOC employees who have worked so hard to
make this Island an example of community respon-
siveness.

Thank you, everyone, and stay safe.
Projects Under Way

Good Shepherd Chapel Flooring Repair – In the
Chapel’s multipurpose area and the offices, includ-
ing the back office, removal of existing tile has been
completed, and an RFP has been published soliciting
a contractor to install the new flooring finish.

Good Shepherd Chapel HVAC Installation –
Work continues on installation of the new HVAC sys-
tem, which is expected to be completed by the end of
April 2011.

Motorgate Parking Garage Refurbishing – Park-
ing spots that were closed during construction have
been opened back up for use. On the seventh floor,
the steel fence has been removed, and the area is ex-
pected to be available for parking approximately two
weeks from this Saturday, January 29.

Z-Brick Resetting – Weather permitting, repair of
low spots and trip hazards will continue.

Projects in the Pipeline
Tram Service Pause – The Aerial Tramway tem-

porarily suspended service January 18.  The Tram
crew analyzed the situation, and found that the an-
tennae on the Tramway towers that monitor the ten-
sion of the track
cables had their in-
sulation breached
by the built-up ice.
This resulted in an
interrupted signal,
which prompted the
safety mechanism
to shut the system
down and return the
cabins to their sta-
tions.  The Tram
crew has since rein-
forced the anten-
nae’s insulation,
and multiple tests
have confirmed that
the problem will
not recur.  In case of
service changes,
Tram riders are no-
tified on the digital screens located at both Tram sta-
tions.  Service changes are also communi-
cated through the RIOC website (RIOC.ny.gov), RIOC’s
facebook page (facebook.com/RIOCNY), and RIOC email
advisories. We encourage everyone to subscribe
to RIOC email advisories by following the link on
the RIOC homepage (rioc.ny.gov/advisorybody.htm).   

Red Bus Schedule Changes – The trial period for
RIOC’s new coordinated Tram and Bus schedules
continues through January.  Please consult the RIOC
website (rioc.ny.gov), for an up-to-date Red Bus sched-
ule as well as a Tram schedule.  Also, please send all
suggestions and comments to information@rioc.com or

The

RIOC

Column



OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-80001-718-626-8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $34 � LGA $18 � Newark $68+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20

Save this Coupon

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

• • • Family Special • • •
Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50

+ 12 garlic knots – only $17.50

Cheese Pie:  Large $14.00, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50

Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00

– FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262

Established 1971

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Major
CREDIT CARDS

now accepted

4 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Jan. 29, 2011

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
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PICK UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS• PRICES EFFECTIVE TO 2/11/11

On any new or transferred prescription.
Limit one coupon per prescription, one per
shopping family. Not valid on third party
insurance co-pay. Void where prohibited by
law or contract. Not valid on mail order.
Cannot be used with IGT Card.

Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island
Expires February 11, 2011 8022

$10 OFF
GRISTEDES PHARMACY COUPON

GGRRIISSTTEEDDEESS
OUR WINTER SAVINGS EVENT!

of

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

ShopRite
Domestic Ham
$799

lb.

Ben & Jerry’s
Ice Cream
$399

16 oz.

ShopRite
Domestic Swiss Cheese
$499

lb.

Iceberg
Lettuce

2/$3 Ea.

Grape
Tomatoes

2/$5 Pint

Grade A

Chicken Leg
Quarters

98¢
lb.

Assorted Varieties • 16 oz.

Hormel
Sliced Bacon
$299

Ea.

Assorted
Varieties

Andrea
Round Cheese Ravioli

2/$313 oz.

ShopRite
Whipped Butter

$199
8 oz.

Salted or
Sweet

Tropicana
Premium

Orange Juice

$488
89 oz.

Yuengling
Beer

$699
12 oz.

Poland Spring
Aquapod Water

$199
88 oz.

Tetley
Tea Bags
$299

100 ct.

ShopRite
Potato Chips

$139
8 oz.

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

WITH YOUR
BONUS

SAVINGS CARD

6 PACK

8 PACK
Lager, Light or
Black & Tan

Post
Cereals

$299
11-14.75 oz.

Cocoa Pebbles
Fruity Pebbles
Golden Crisp
Honey Comb

Paseo
Paper Towels
$499

75 ct. Rolls

6 PACK

Mott’s
Apple
Juice

$299
64 oz.

Clear or

Natural

Bachman 

Baked
Jax

2/$5 6-7 oz.

Cheese or

Honey BBQ

Colgate
Regular

Toothpaste

$299
6.4 oz.

Francesco

Rinaldi
Pasta Sauce

2/$3 24 oz.

Chock Full

O’ Nuts
Coffee

$399
11.5-13 oz.

WITH YOUR

BONUS

SAVINGS CARD

Assorted

Varieties

Assorted

Varieties

WITH YOUR

BONUS

SAVINGS CARD

Regular,

French Roast,

NY Roast or

Half Decaf

Carbonell

Pure
Olive Oil

$399
24 oz. Tin



Open the door to great savings.
M A N H A T T A N  •  L O N G  I S L A N D  •  N E W  J E R S E Y
UPPER EAST SIDE: 969 3rd Ave. at 58th St. (212) 421-5271 MIDTOWN: 1 Park Ave. at 33rd St. (212) 679-9700
CHELSEA: 123 W. 17th St. Bet. 6th & 7th Aves. (212) 627-1515  MANHASSET, NY: 1457 Northern Blvd. (516) 627-2420
SECAUCUS NJ: SHOWROOM & OUTLET CENTER: 100 Enterprise Ave. South (201) 864-8844 

*Bed assembly required.**Delivery within 15 miles of Columbus Circle, NYC.

Casa Moda Queen Storage Bed* 

$69999 NOW
$59999

Also in king size.

The time for savings is now!

www.doorstorefurniture.com
To order call (877) DOOR STORE   We ship nationwide

Miracle Foam2

Queen Mattress 

$39999

Get it next
delivery day!*

On this side, the December
WIRE cover with its
spectacular Tram photo

On the edge, the
distinctive logo of
Website NYC10044

$9 each  /  set of 6 – $50  /  13 for $100
(That’s a dozen plus the spare you’ll give away the first time a visitor sees it!)

Name

Address

City & zip

Telephone* E-mail*
Your order will be delivered if your building has a doorkeeper.  Telephone/e-mail will be
used to clear up any discrepancy or to notify you when your order is ready for pick-up
(if no doorkeeper).  Allow 3-6 weeks for delivery.  Last date to order is February 14.

Send me          mugs.  I enclose my check, payable
to The WIRE, for $              .
(Questions?  Call 212-826-9056.)

Bring back the T-shirt!  I need more (or missed the offer).

The T-Shirt was a runaway HIT.

Now... The MUG!

Dishwasher safe,

perm
anent design

Send order to:
The WIRE
531 Main St #413
NYC 10044

ProceedsbenefitThe WIRE

The perfect

Welcome!

gift

Where Children and Parents

Make Friends for Life

WINTER SEMESTER HAS BEGUN
Registration is ongoing

For Babies and Toddlers

The FAMILY CENTER

All events take place at Island Kids, located at 536 Main Street, in the courtyard behind 510 and 540 Main Street.

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG

FOR TODDLER CLASS INFORMATION E-MAIL ISLANDKIDSRI@GMAIL.COM
FOR PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN E-MAIL

SCOT@ISLANDKIDS.ORG
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WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES & FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

212-371-4449    •    MSTDA.ORG

CONTACT US:  INFO@MSTDA.ORG

548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044

AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

• • • • •

  PILATES    •    TAP     •     CHI KUNG     •    BALLET STRENGTH & STRETCH    •   CREATIVE DRAMA   •    JAZZ  B
A
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  FITNESS! 

DANCE!

THEATRE!

IT’S A NEW YEAR!
LET’S MOVE IT! 

TONE IT!

 STRETCH IT!
 

CLASSES FOR STUDENTS OF ALL AGES

 (PRE-K - ADULT)

• • • • •

ENROLL NOW FOR THE

NEW SEMESTER’S BEST BUY!

• • FREE DELIVERY • •
to Roosevelt Island with minimum order.

Mention The WIRE for $5 off your first order.
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455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688 • 212-583-1689
All major credit cards accepted

Free delivery for orders $15 and over

 

ROOSEVELT ISLAND HEBREW SCHOOL 
Infusing a Love for Jewishness in the next generation  

- 

Sundays 10:00-11:45am 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-

sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh. 
 

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments, and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

Zalman & Nechama Duchman 425 Main St. #6B Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 

212-652-5660 * Nechama@RIJewish.org * www.RIJewish.org 

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

FFriday, January 28 at 4:50 pm 

FFriday, February 4 at 4:58 pm 

FFriday, February 11 at 5:07 pm 

Store Hours
Monday-Thursday, 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 11am-10pm
Sunday, 12pm-9pm

• Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island
from Wednesday to Sunday!

718-706-WINE (9463)
BlueStreakWine.com

4720 Center Boulevard
Long Island City 11109

Eco-Friendly Drycleaning

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning • Shirts Laundered

• Expert European Tailoring • Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA
Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broadway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

website ContinentalCL.com  •  corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 • 24hrs • 718.507.8006

Laguardia $16
JFK $32

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

MAKE A RESERVATION

LIC. B00325

Just the thing if

you’ve been

putting off that

writing you’ve

always intended

to do...

Short story, novel,
autobiography, or

memoir... if it’s time to start
and a thoughtful kick in the

pants will help, this WIRE-
sponsored writing workshop

may be just the thing.  A few
places are now open.  The

distinguished playwright and
writing teacher Karen Malpede

will offer weekly 2-hour sessions
to help you shape your story.

For information,
contact Karen Malpede at

718-789-5404 or
info@theaterthreecollaborative.org.

The people who built upon the
American dream after the Civil War
were immigrants who responded to
the promise of a free country with
the confidence that they could
make their way in a new
environment.  The people who
prepared the way for the
American Century were people
like Jadwiga Wdowiak and Paul
Adamik.  This is their story.

  “...a compelling tale...  riveting

journey... masterful storytelling.”
-D.A. Silverman, author,

Polish-American Folklore

What kind of heroine
did it take to build 20th-

Century America?

$19.95
Available now JadwigasCrossing.com

now the winner
of a Writer’s

Digest award for
literary fiction
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www.rirctennis.com

FOR INFORMATION ON THE QUICKSTART PROGRAM CONTACT

GORDON KENT AT 212.935.0250 X 25 OR NETENNIS@AOL.COM

�

FOR AFOR ALL YOULL YOU COOL COOL CATSCATS

AGES 4 TO 9...AGES 4 TO 9...

CLASSES ARE HELD IN THE SPORTSPARK GYM

[WITH QUICKSTART COURTS SET UP FOR PROGRAM]

Thursdays 4‐5pm and 5‐6pm

$250 for 10 one hour classes

...SMALLER COURT, SHORTER RACQUETS,
AND LOW COMPRESSION BALLS MAKES IT

EASIER FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

TO LEARN THE GAME

PURRFECT TO START NOW...

NEW 10 WEEK SESSION BEGINS MARCH 24

212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

They’re Kidding,
aren’t they, with this weather?
Forget (for the moment) about

global warming, and settle for a
little inner warming with a hot cup

of coffee in a warm family-style
restaurant.  And when going out at

all becomes too much, call for
Trellis delivery.  Our delivery

personnel are hardy and warmly
dressed. Just give us a call.

See you at Trellis.

- -
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unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212-751-8214

Deadline for February 12 issue:  Tuesday, February 8
Deadline for February 26 issue:  Tuesday, February 22

TRAVEL AGENT – Meet your cruise
specialist on Roosevelt Island at
www.cruisewithmarilyn.com or call
866-304-8640.   2/1

EAT to BEAT heart disease, diabetes,
high blood pressure, cholesterol, sleep
apnea, joint pain, obesity, or being
overweight.  Works for 5-20-pound
loss, as well.  866-995-8789.
Roosevelt Island resident.

MATH TUTORING by experienced
teacher living on the Island.  Any level.
Call 212-829-1406. exp 7/31/10

AVON Representative – Roosevelt
Island.  www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

FOUND on Island F train platform
seating Wed 1/26 11:45am:  Ladies
black/navy pumps w/ silver buckle.
They have been turned in at the R.I.
Public Safety office.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist – Island resi-
dent Diana Brill.  Gift certificates
available.  212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group.  Call
212-355-3848.

PIANO LESSONS with Irene
(PuRRple Tiger).  Mini-lessons for
“mini-fingers” or little time.  Pay as you
go.  917-655-0028.

TUTORING – English professor
available.  Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis.  646-319-3873.

ERRANDS:  Organizing, Special
Projects, Personal Assistance.  You
run your life, I’ll run your errands.  Call
Vicki Feinmel, 212-223-1108
vfeinmel@verizon.net.    DL

BABYSITTING SERVICE – Mature,
caring, responsible babysitter.  Ages 3
years and up.  Reasonable rates.
American, speaks French.  Call
917-405-7370 for info and references.
Enjoy your night out!  DL

ISLAND HOME SPA – Free facial
mask with 1st massage.  Bring the spa
to you!  Rejuvenate your body, mind,
and soul.  Massage, facial masks,
scalp treatments & foot scrubs.  Home
visits for women & couples.  Men by
referral.  Zen Marie Holmes NYS LMT
917-312-8709.  Look for us on
Facebook!  1/1/11

NOTARY PUBLIC – Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days.  212-593-0750.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE
ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes.  212-371-
4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212-935-7534.

FOSTER A CAT – Island Cats urgently
seeks foster homes for cats and
kittens, all spayed/neutered with shots
and negative on tests.  We provide
food & litter.  You and the cats supply
the love.  Some may be seen on the
adoption page of our website at
islandcats.org.  Call 212-593-1054 or
e-mail contact@islandcats.org.

HELP SAVE LIVES – Volunteer with
the Icla da Silva Foundation.
212-593-0474.

Cuomo, we can tell him that directly.
Housing Privatization

The long slog undertaken by Rivercross,
Island House, and Westview to leave the
Mitchell-Lama system while protecting af-
fordable housing for residents continues.
Island House and Westview tenant groups
have acted while a sword of Damocles has
hung over our heads in that, for the last 10
years, our building owners could have left
the protections of the Mitchell-Lama system
and taken our buildings to fair-market rents
at any time.  Congratulations to Rivercross
on the RIOC endorsement of their ground-
lease extension.  Rivercrocians already are
owners, as their building is a Mitchell-Lama
coop, but this is one more step away from
New York State control.  We’ve learned that
the Island House Building Committee has
an agreement with the Empire State Devel-
opment Corporation that brings those resi-
dents closer to the goal of affordable apart-
ment purchases and rentals, and I wish them
well.

Westview appears to be lagging behind its
sister buildings.  The losing Article 78 law-
suit prevented the Westview Taskforce, Inc.,
from negotiating with the owners or with
DHCR for the past two years and has, in my
estimation, been an impediment to any sig-
nificant discussions.  As you read this,
Westview is undergoing biennial elections
for its Board of Directors.  As a Westview
tenant, I truly hope that our new leadership
will find a formula that will allow the pro-
cess to continue, and will inform and include
the corporate membership (i.e., the 361
Westview leaseholders) in that process.

Child School/Legacy High School
The Child School and Legacy High

School, our neighbors who took over the
mini-schools scattered around Northtown,
have a new executive director, Salvatore
Ferrera.  I expect to meet with him next week

under the auspices of the RIRA Social, Cul-
tural, and Educational Services Committee
and its chair, Lynne Shinozaki.  I’ve gotten
to know some of the Legacy High School
students, who volunteer every other Friday
to help put out this newspaper, and they’re
great kids.  Sal has informed RIRA that he
intends that the school become more involved
in community life and, to that end, will offer
some of the Child/Legacy infrastructure for
Island use.  We are told that this will include
their gymnasium in the Eastwood complex,
and that we may have access until 10:00 p.m.
I’m very grateful for this opportunity, and
Lynne and I will determine the extent of their
kind offer.  Stay tuned.

Garbage
During my previous terms of office, I’ve

taken advantage of this column to gripe
about what is for me a major bête noire:  gar-
bage on our streets and in our gutters.  Why,
I’ve asked, do we have so much rubbish on
our sidewalks when, years ago, RIOC in-
vested in 40 red custom trash receptacles at
two thousand bucks a pop that line our
streets and promenades?  Our streets are
cleaned regularly, but there is no way RIOC
can keep up with the relentless daily deposit
of refuse.  Sure, parents can monitor their
kids’ behavior, but this is not just a kid prob-
lem.  And so, once again, I’d like to offer a
modest proposal:

What if every resident, every merchant,
every Island worker picked up just one piece
of trash – a newspaper, a Frito bag, a tissue
– when walking on Main Street?  My wife
Sherie and I have been doing this for years,
but it’s just a drop in the bucket unless the
idea takes off.  Imagine if 50 Islanders, a hun-
dred, 500, took one piece of “shmutz” off Main
Street on each foray outside.  We could have
the cleanest streets in New York – another dis-
tinction between us and the rest of the Big
Apple.  Will you take the challenge?

RIRA from page 3

To the Editor:
Have we on Roosevelt Island devolved so

far that intolerance peeps out through the
communistically secular “correctness” of
calling our Blackwell Christmas tree the
“Holiday Tree”?

Thirty-three years ago, under the auspices
of the Garden Club, I planted trees, bushes,
and flowers in what was then a lunar-like
front lawn at Blackwell House.  Among
these was a five-foot-tall perfect little fat
Serbian Spruce that was gotten from a Long
Island nursery and driven back in a rented
van, arriving past twilight – a small green
dumpling atop a huge, heavy, burlap-
wrapped rootball.  That first night, it had to
sit fully exposed, tucked next to the locked
iron-fence enclosure alongside Blackwell
House.  After worrying all night that some-
one would spot such a valuable in their head-
lights and bundle it off, at dawn Garden Club
stalwarts Dr. Ali Schwayri, Vinnie Russo,
and I (mostly they) rolled what seemed to
weigh a ton over to the extensive hole just
dug; thus began the fond dream that when
the small fat one grew up, each December
we could say, “Eat your heart out, Rock Cen-
ter!”  (At least correct honesty is practiced
there through its world-famous name, “The
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree” – same
applying to the one at the Capitol!)

Let those of different faiths have their own
respective parties displaying their own re-
spective icons, or unselfconsciously and
harmlessly join in our all-are-welcome fun
– the more the merrier!  You don’t have to
believe in a certain way to enjoy a great
party. If you’re invited to a dance, you don’t
usually expect the participants to be all of
one faith, do you?  While we truly do em-
brace ecumenism, let’s not climb on the coke
wagon to do so!

Shame on you, Roosevelt Island, for
gutlessly sliding into the intractable mold of
hyper-homogeneity.  Guess I misjudged you.
Perhaps instead I should have chosen a
boxbush.  Hope you all had a Happy
Hanukkuh and a Merry Christmas – or
would you prefer “Fall Candle Festival” and
“December 25 Winter Holiday”?!

Barbara Potts

To the Editor:
Over There, City of Tomorrow, a Talk of

the Town piece by Ben McGrath in the Janu-
ary 17, 2011, New Yorker, paints an unflat-
tering glimpse of Roosevelt Island.  Using
dismissive statements from long-gone plan-
ners and architects of the Island, Mr.
McGrath relies mainly on revealing quotes
from Rosina Abramson, a RIOC executive
who recently retired.

He apparently took a ride around the Is-
land with her and carefully copied her carp-
ing comments for descriptive quotes in the
piece. She described one building near
Motorgate as the “last Section 8 building in
America.” and the portico along the east side
of Main Street (Roosevelt Landings) as a
“huge wind tunnel” that, she said, was in-
tended to provide shelter for seniors.

The couple stopped at the”garbage fac-
tory” (AVAC), which Ms. Abramson as-
serted was “the coolest thing.”  She observed
that the Z-bricks were sinking in the streets
because there was too much traffic, which
makes replacing of the bricks an on-going
task.  She predicted future streets without
Z-bricks, because the “number of people...
who know how to work with Z-bricks is di-
minishing.”

Driving farther south on the Island, they
came upon a mound of rubble that turned
out to be the ongoing construction of the
FDR memorial and noted another eyesore –
the tennis bubble under the Queensboro
Bridge.  With a quick putdown of the
Sportspark (whose swimming pool is seven
feet short of the international standard), she
said, “so you can’t use it for competitive
sports.”  The piece abruptly cuts off.

While Talk of the Town pieces usually have
an edgy tone, sometimes even humorously
perverse, few project such a deliberate preju-
dicial impression as does this one about
Roosevelt Island.  A word of advice to any-
one invited for a ride with Mr. McGrath: Go
mute.

Ronn Mullins

Letters from page 2

RI311@rioc.com, to help us work together as a community to create the best possible trans-
portation system.

Events, Recreation, & Community
Field Permits for Spring – Applications are now being accepted for Roosevelt Island

field use for the spring season beginning April, so get yours in early.  Roosevelt Island
residents receive steep discounts.  Relevant forms and information can be found on the
RIOC website’s “Doing Business With Us” tab.

Graffiti Removal – On Saturday, January 15, at 8:39 p.m., Public Safety apprehended
three individuals in possession of paint and markers who claimed responsibility for 25%
of the graffiti in the Motorgate parking garage.  This result can be attributed to increased
Public Safety patrols of the Motorgate area in response to resident reports.  The individuals
were charged with criminal mischief, graffiti, and possession of graffiti instruments.  With
the help of the Public Safety Department, the grounds crew will continue to remove all
graffiti Island-wide.  We encourage everyone to report any incidents of graffiti directly to
Public Safety at 212-832-4545 to ensure immediate removal.

Grandparents Safety Day – On Tuesday, February 22, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Public Safety is co-sponsoring Grandparents Safety Day along with Safe Kids NYC.  The
event will take place at the Senior Center, 546 Main Street.

Roosevelt Island Film Gallery at Sportspark – The Roosevelt Island Film Gallery is
located in the east and west lobbies of Sportspark, and it consists of film posters for movies
shot on or depicting the Island.  Approximately 50 posters are currently displayed, includ-
ing a 1935 movie, Blackwell’s Island, that starred John Garfield.  Anyone who can name a
movie or television show that should be added to the showcase should please email Michael
Smith at msmith@rioc.com.

Sportspark Table Tennis Tournament – On Sunday, February 5, we will have our first
table tennis qualifying tournament at Sportspark.  There will be beginner, intermediate,
and advanced categories, and the format is round-robin.  The results from this tournament
will decide the players to advance and compete in the finals – the tournament at the up-
coming Health and Fitness Day – for which trophies will be awarded [ad, page 12].

The Island on the Web
compiled by Rick O’Conor

Roosevelt Islander – Delayed Ambulance for Sick Child – tinyurl.com/5uzehj9
Roosevelt Islander – PSD Arrests Man with Handgun – tinyurl.com/64ar43q
RIOC – January RIOC Board Audiocast – tinyurl.com/6gqrxen
RIOC – President Leslie Torres Reports – tinyurl.com/29kvbgc
RIOC – December RIOC Board Minutes – tinyurl.com/6gjuwy8
RIOC – December Public Safety Blotter – tinyurl.com/6x49ycg
RIOC – Public Safety in the News – tinyurl.com/yfcnqlm
Jonathan Kalkin Tweet – Free WiFi for Island Parks – tinyurl.com/6x8sdaf
NY Daily News – Child School Wants Equestrian Facility – tinyurl.com/68z5qkt
David Brooks NY Times – Engineering School for Island – tinyurl.com/4tur7b4
Smart Planet – Verdant Power’s Tidal Energy Project – tinyurl.com/4bhystm
NY Times – Island DJs Andrew & Andrew – tinyurl.com/278hx9k
You Tube – High Speed Tram Trip – tinyurl.com/4r9f9a6
You Tube – Parkour Free Running Demonstration – tinyurl.com/6zadlko
You Tube – Escalator Ride at Island Subway Station – tinyurl.com/62tft2t
You Tube – PS/IS 217 Winter Concert Choir – tinyurl.com/6l3e7r2
You Tube – Tour of Creepy Hospital Basement – tinyurl.com/6b2p9cf
Hospital Stay – Renwick Ruin – tinyurl.com/67hkn7x
You Tube – Smallpox Hospital – tinyurl.com/67z5dkb
You Tube – BBQ at Community Garden – tinyurl.com/5rz459c

RIOC from page 3
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All major insurance plans accepted
Hours on the Island:

Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,
and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

Jack Resnick, MD
Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street – 212-832-2310
office practice and housecalls for the homebound

Visit our Website
therooseveltdoctor.com

· check lab results
· make appointments
· take a survey
· internet health resources
· get help finding insurance
· read opinions

Dental Love LLC
501 A Main St

Roosevelt Island
www.mydentallove.com

212-752-8722

Dental Passion LLC
164 W 96th Street, Manhattan (10025) between Columbus and Amsterdam

www.dentalpassion.com
212-749-0600

General and cosmetic dentistry
Orthodontic specialist – clear and traditional braces

Endodontic specialist – root canal
Periodontic specialist – gum disease and implants

Pedodontic specialist – children’s dentist at Dental Passion office
(Children treated at both offices.)

Hours at 96th Street office:
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:00, Fri. 9:00-3:00,

and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

DASH
Disabled Association 
Support for the Homebound
DO YOU NEED...?

• Help with shopping
• Medications to be picked up
• Someone to talk to

Call DASH and one of our
volunteers will come to your

apartment.
917-558-0534

KAREN�S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN�S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN�S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN�S PILATES STUDIO ON RIKAREN�S PILATES STUDIO ON RI
Private and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classesPrivate and group mat classes

novice novice novice novice novice � beginner  beginner  beginner  beginner  beginner � intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate intermediate � seniors seniors seniors seniors seniors

Karen MannKaren MannKaren MannKaren MannKaren Mann

Certified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates InstructorCertified Pilates Instructor

212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223212.750.6223

free introductory session!            You�re worth it!free introductory session!            You�re worth it!free introductory session!            You�re worth it!free introductory session!            You�re worth it!free introductory session!            You�re worth it!

Longtime Island resident will feed and
lovingly care for your cat while you
are away, making sure your pet is
safe and happy at home.  (Will also
help with mail, plants, etc.)  References
available.

Call 212-751-8214 or 917-587-3278.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP

Board Certified Pediatrician

and Pediatric Allergist

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,

United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212-753-5505

Office Hours
By appointment

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
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If it’s time

to graduate to a Grand...

    ...this one is for sale.
$5,750

Must be seen and played.  Complete with MIDI
capability and switch for s i lent  prs i lent  prs i lent  prs i lent  prs i lent  prac t ic eac t ic eac t ic eac t ic eac t ic e

using headphones.  On Roosevelt Island and
available immediately.

Call Dick at 917-617-0449.


