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The RIRA Common Council met in the gymnasium at The Child School
last week, while Good Shepherd Community Center is having work done
in its lower-level meeting space.

Solutions

Tough Economy Can Be
Hard on Island Pets, Too

by Jennifer Dunning

Roosevelt Islanders love their pets. It’s not unusual, for instance, for
Octagoners to know their fellow tenants by their dogs. The Wilsons?
Who are they? But adorable little Gilda, her red Chihuahua fur glisten-
ing and spirits unfailingly high? O#h, yes, we know her. That couple on
the ninth floor belongs to her. “Is Regis sick?” one Westview resident
asks worriedly of another as a large tabby cat is hauled off to the vet,
glowering from his carrier, on the Red Bus.

With a difficult economy, however, many are finding it increasingly
hard to hold on to their cherished pets. More and more animals are
being surrendered, throughout the City. Animal-care resources are be-
ing drained, from small groups like Island Cats on Roosevelt Island to
Animal Care and Control of New York City, the City pound and deposi-
tory of last resort, which takes in more than 40,000 animals each year.

Cats were once routinely dumped on Roosevelt Island, before it be-
came a residential area. It is now illegal to abandon pets in New York
State, with penalties of a fine of up to $1,000 and/or imprisonment for
up to a year, and cameras and patrols have been set up on the Island.

But imaginative, wide-ranging help is available from Pets for Life
NYC.

Its motto is We can help you solve your problem so you can keep your
pet! A program of The Humane Society of the United States, Pets for
Life has a hotline staffed by some 65 volunteers who can cut through
the often-bewildering forest of the City’s animal groups to offer advice
and access to free and low-cost pet services throughout the City.

Need information about affordable spay-neutering and microchipping?
Call 917-468-2938 and speak to a Pets for Life volunteer. Advice is also
available there about reduced-cost vet care, the most popular subject of
calls, and allergies, shedding, and behavioral problems. Foster homes
and reduced-cost pet boarding during crises may also be available. Do-
nations of pet food and supplies may be provided to those on limited
incomes. And advice is also offered on pet-related issues with landlords
and tenants.

“We really believe that many of the problems are solvable,” says Jenny
Olsen, co-director, with Joyce Friedman, of Pets for Life. “Clients have
to want to solve them.” Sometimes, the help is simple. Cats and dogs
are not the most common reason for a sudden allergic response, a caller
may be told, with suggestions about other possible causes. And has that
adorable pup or kitten, so irresistible in its shelter cage, turned into an
unfathomable little monster on relocation to its new home? Who ya
gonna call? Pets for Life, of course.

Pets for Life also makes followup adoption calls for the City’s Animal
Care and Control, where the program, formerly known as Safety Net,
was initiated. “Who did I adopt here?” worried callers may ask. “Don’t
give up,” they are told, in most cases, “because that behavior is normal
and temporary, and here is what to do.” In short: Just hold on, let Pets
for Life help, and you’ll remember why you fell in love with Gilda and
Regis.

Briefly...

* AVAC: The New York State Energy Research and Development
Administration (NYSERDA) has awarded $50,000 to CUNY New York
to devise ways to enhance the Island’s garbage-collection system to
handle recycling and the disposal of commercial waste.

* Lawlor continues to serve: A WIRFE e-mail bulletin issued January
20 announcing the departure of State Housing Commissioner Brian
Lawlor was incorrect; he continues to serve. Reliable sources had con-
firmed that he would be leaving. Either they were wrong or Cuomo
administration plans changed shortly after his trip to Albany to tender
his resignation.

Residents Association Council

by Dick Lutz

In the end, nothing changed. But a failed motion at
last week’s meeting of the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA)
showed a representative community organization at-
tempting to cope with issues of openness, discretion,
and privacy: When and how should information be
released to the press and public? When should it be
withheld? What's the process?

At issue was a resolution passed last month at a
meeting of the Council, which is composed of repre-
sentatives of the tenants of the Island’s residential
buildings, all of whom were elected or re-elected last
November. That motion, put forward by Roosevelt
Landings representative Joyce Mincheff and passed
17-12, came in response to publication, on a blog, of
a pair of committee reports that some councilors found
objectionable. (See the January 15 issue of The WIRE,
on line at nyc10044.com/z/0p.)

Mincheft’s resolution provided that, prior to a Com-
mon Council meeting, RIRA committees’ minutes,
proposed resolutions, and reports are to be distrib-
uted only to members of the Council — not to the press
or blogs —unless two-thirds of the committee’s mem-
bers vote to release them.

Former RIRA President Frank Farance, now a coun-
cil representative from Island House (as he was be-
fore his two-
year presidency
of the organiza-
tion), called this
“censorship.”
Last week, he
sought to have
the resolution
declared null
and void on
grounds that it
violates provi-
sions of the
RIRA constitu-
tion by restrict-
ing the distribu-
tion of materials originated in open meetings.

“When we’re not in [a closed] executive session,”
Farance later explained, “we’re in a public meeting,
which means that anyone can attend and anyone can
report and share the information.” By allowing sup-
pression of information about a public meeting, he
said, Mincheff’s resolution implied a change in the
organization’s constitution, which would require a
formal amending process involving two-thirds ap-
proval by the Common Council.

In last week’s meeting, Mincheff fought off
Farance’s “null and void” resolution by arguing that
“the word censorship is a bit of sensationalism... The
resolution was not to stop the release of information.
It was to make sure that information released is well-
considered by the Council. It is our responsibility to
make that consideration, because many of the things
that we deal with are sensitive. If it’s not sensitive
and the committee [agrees it’s not], they can release
it with a two-thirds vote.

“But if the committee feels the information is sen-
sitive and wants the collective reasoning of the Com-
mon Council before the information is released, then
definitely the Common Council has the right and the
responsibility to consider what it says, before it says it.”

But Farance argued that such restrictions make his
job of representing his building and informing his con-
stituents difficult or impossible. “It means I cannot
share documents with my neighbors to help them be-
come involved and informed for an upcoming meet-
ing of the Common Council. I would have to say,
Gee, you really should be at this meeting, but I can't
tell you why. If we get another dopey committee re-
port, all [Mincheff’s] resolution will do is prevent us
from telling our neighbors about it.” He said it would
restrict him from communications that might help resi-
dents understand why they should attend a meeting.

Farance argued further that, because committee re-
ports would be discussed at Council meetings, which
are public, information of them would become pub-
lic anyway. As aresult, he said, the present operating
rules “only serve to withhold publication of them prior
to the Council meetings, not withhold them perma-
nently.”

Frank Farance

1 Wrestles With Openness Issues

Octagon representative Bill Long argued against
Farance’s motion, citing a provision of the RIRA con-
stitution that requires the RIRA Common Council to
“supervise” its committees. “The resolution that this
body passed [in January] falls totally within the
Council’s responsibilties to supervise committees,”
he said. “If a committee chair can put anything into a
committee report, no matter how inflammatory, or no
matter how damaging to the relationship that the Com-
mon Council has with other organizations on the Is-
land, and that committee report can be released with-
out any review, then this Council is not adhering to
its responsibilties, and it is failing in a way that is
much more important than [suggested by] Mr.
Farance’s resolution.”

In the period between the January Council meeting

Joyce Mincheff

and last week’s session, RIRA President Matthew
Katz, who had voted for Mincheff’s January resolu-
tion and had indicated he would vote against Farance’s
move to declare it void, had an exchange of views
with Rivercross resident David Bauer, an open-gov-
ernment advocate and founder of the Maple Tree
Group, which has worked to get residents a greater
voice in the affairs of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation.

Responding to a Bauer letter in the January 29 WIRE
(on line in the archives at nyc10044.com), Katz wrote,
“I take exception to your claim that everything we
do, everything we say, ‘must be open for all the resi-
dents to see.” [At the] January 5 Council meeting,
[the organization was] trying to find its way through
the competing goals of openness and tact, transpar-
ency and accuracy. We are not government employ-
ees, merely unpaid volunteers, and unfettered report-
ing of our conversations [is] likely to stifle the free
expression of Island leaders who are trying out ideas,
offering ‘blue-sky’ solutions, and engaging in dia-
logue that will
eventually pro-
duce reportable
conclusions...
We [must] re-
serve the right
to get our ducks
in order, to
come to consen-
sus within com- _
mittees or at the S
Common Coun- Bill Long
cil before having (possibly half-baked) thoughts trum-
peted as final decisions.”

Bauer wrote, “Public service must be undertaken
with the word public in the front of the mind of all
involved,” and “Your enumeration of some of [the]
sensibilities is spot on; unfortunately, the blanket to
hide public business is always stretched bigger and
bigger,” and ‘“People who accept a public position
must understand that they become responsible for the
gaftes or poor judgment of which they become a part.
It is my duty as a voter to get to know the output of
the people for whom I voted, to determine whether or
not their actions and expressions are representing me
as [ would hope they might.”

At last week’s Common Council meeting, Manhat-
tan Park representative Lynne Shinozaki eventually
suggested that Farance’s resolution be tabled and in-
cluded in an ad hoc committee’s general constitutional
review already under way. In the end, Farance agreed.
In the meantime, January’s decision to control release
of committee working papers remains in effect.
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Robert Liss

Robert Liss, who died Thursday, February 3, fol-
lowing a stroke, was one of the original pioneers of
Roosevelt Island. Moving here
in March of 1977 with his wife,
Rochelle, and their 18-month-
old son, Michael, Bob immedi-
ately became active in helping
to grow and shape life in the Is-
land community.

He became involved in the
Youth Soccer League and Little
League, and coached the
Roosevelt Island traveling soc-
cer team called “The Strikers”
for several years. He was a pub-
lic advocate for many Roosevelt
Island causes and, most recently,
was attempting to implement
“cogeneration” technology as an
energy-efficient means to help
lower utility bills for Island resi-
dents.

Affectionately called “the
Mayor” of Roosevelt Island by his family, over his
33 years on the Island Bob got to know many resi-
dents, and to develop many wonderful relationships
with the kids he coached as they grew into adulthood.

He enjoyed jogging or taking brisk morning walks
around the Island, as well as stopping off at the Back
Page and, more recently, the
Riverwalk Bar and Grill to catch
up with many of his Island
friends after work.

Over the years, Bob also dedi-
cated time to volunteer work,
which included sleeping over at
a homeless shelter on Roosevelt
Island once a month, and teach-
ing a class to seventh-grade stu-
dents at IS 217 for the Salvidori
Center, to help promote math
and science skills through con-
struction of a mock suspension
bridge.

Bob remained an extremely
active person who loved to
travel and experience new ad-
ventures. He had returned only
recently from a bike trip through
Vietnam and Cambodia.

He was a devoted husband and father and a great
neighbor who will be missed by all who knew him.
He is survived by his wife Rochelle, son Michael,
and daughter-in-law Anita.

SPORTSWIRE

Three dozen ping pong players qualified last week-
end in a Sportspark tournament to compete on the
Island’s Health and Fitness Day, May 14. The
weekend’s matches brought out 54 participants in be-
ginning, intermediate, and advanced categories from
Queens, Manhattan, Brooklyn, Long Island, and
Roosevelt Island.

The intermediate division produced the most com-
petition, with 28 players in the running for 16 start-
ing spots on May 14. Several players were unbeaten
— Rustem Vinnitsky of the Island Table Tennis Club,
Cahan Ali of the Freeport Table Tennis Club, Aly
Elsharidy of the United Nations, and Philippe
Dassanval of Manhattan.

Other players who had good match records include:
Val Tkachenko, Oygul Mirzalieva, Mauricio Montiel,
and Vitalie Vizitiu, all of Roosevelt Island Table Ten-
nis; Vibert (Cardo) Williams, Brooklyn; Gregory
Allen, Eddy Vera, Jose Cirineo, Sr., and Jose Cirineo,
Jr., of 12Towns YMCA Table Tennis; Rozario Tho-
mas, Manhattan; Victor Fischer, Freeport Table Ten-
nis Club; Dean Vlahakis and Alvin Lu, Manhattan;
and Mohamed Elsharidy, Long Island.

The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) has been offering a coaching and training pro-
gram from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays. It produced many of the partici-
pants.

George Braithwaite, the Islander and table tennis
star who represented the United States in China years
ago, extended thanks to Assistant Coach Luz Maria
Brissett, Coach Mark (Macheeste) Jones of the

To the Editor:

[etters

George Braithwaite,
Luz Maria Brissett, Mark Jones

12Towns club, the YMCA Table Tennis of Brooklyn,
all the participants, and RIOC. “Wow! What a tour-
nament,” he wrote in a press release provided to The
WIRE.

should give a damn. I once asked

In my letter about squirrels in
China 1 (January 15 WIRE), 1
posed a question about the exist-
ence of a clause in the rental con-
tracts for Main Street businesses
calling for proper maintenance. |
have since been informed that such
aclause does exist, and always has.
RIOC has simply never bothered
to enforce it.

OK, take the money and walk
away, and the residents be damned.
Perhaps that explains how things
got so bad that Trellis was closed
twice by the Board of Health but
apparently there was never any

The WIRE needs
volunteer distribution
help in most Island
buildings.
Call Sherie at
212-935-7534.

action by RIOC to rescind the lease
due to failure to keep a clean place.

What is wrong here? It is clear
that the people who make the de-
cisions about, and manage, our
way of life here should bloody well
have to live here. And somebody

Letters deadline for Feb. 26
issue: Tues., Feb. 22, 5:00 p.m.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the
commumt% and to/from officials. Requests for a
Name Withheld S|é;nature will be considered, but the
writer's name, address, and phone number must be
provided for verification and for our records; letters
submitted anonymously will not be publ/shed Sub-

mit letters by e-mail fo MainStreetWIRE@usa.net
or on a disk left at the desk at 531 Main Street, ad-

dressed to The WIRE. If you e-mail, expect a con-

firming response and, if you receive none, resend
and call 212-826-9056 to alert us. Alternatives:

Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time
for typesettm? Clearly handwritten letters will be
considered, if brief. We are not able to take tele-
phone dictation of letters. All letters are subject
to acceptance and editing for length and clarity.
Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer
letters will be considered if their content merits the
required space.

former RIOC President Herb
Berman if he felt proud of his man-
agement when he walked on Main
Street. His answer was some con-
voluted version of he’s doing the
best he can. Yeah. Right.

I pose the same question to Ms.
Torres. I understand we are wait-
ing for a master lease, but wish to
remind her of the Giuliani style,
which was to ticket folks with bro-
ken windows before the whole
building disintegrated into a drug
den. Clean up what we’ve got. Set
the standard for the new stores. Do
we want people coming in seeing
that this Island accepts lax mainte-
nance? Hey, why not sign a lease?
We know no one will expect us to
keep the place clean. That will
help improve the bottom line.

I’ve lived here long enough to
remember feeling proud to take
guests on a walking tour of the Is-
land. For the last several years, |
have been ashamed. Shame on
RIOC.

Mary Cavanaugh

Gina Wexler

A Roosevelt Island pioneer, Gina Wexler died on November 3, 2010,
in Sarasota, Florida, at age 74, from complications of diverticulitis.

Born in Brooklyn on December 19, 1935, to Edward Brinkmann and
Evelyn Bode, Gina was charismatic from the beginning. A child prodigy,
she had an adult conversational vocabulary of 2,500 words (including
some German and Italian) at the age of two. She came from a family
with a 250-year history in theater. An ancestor, Emanuel Schikaneder,
was a friend and collaborator of Mozart’s, and his Viennese theater pro-
duced The Magic Flute, for which he wrote the libretto and performed
as Papagano. Her grandmother Elizabeth Brinkmann, danced with
Pavlova and Nijinski as a ballerina with the Metropolitan Opera Com-
pany; both her parents danced with the Mordkin Ballet (now American
Ballet Theater); and her father,

who worked at CBS for de- Gina Balierina......
cades, was stage manager for a dancer for all seasons,
The Ed Sullivan Show. a friend for a kfetime!

A lifelong fan of Rudolph
Nureyev, Gina traveled the
world to see him perform. But
her own training in ballet did not
begin until the age of 47, when
she moved to Roosevelt Island
in the mid-70s with her hus-
band, David Wexler (who died
in 2009), and two of their five
children. She joined Parsla
Vintere’s class for children at

A
Sportspark and quickly learned - }
what, for her, came naturally. | = ,{?‘
She trained with other promi- | o4y \

nent teachers in the City and, by
the time she moved to Sarasota |

in 1996, was proficient enough '{’ S
to teach ballet classes for adult |
beginners. She continued to
teach until a few weeks before
her death.

Gina also realized her dream of performing on stage when she joined
the Sarasota Ballet, making her professional debut at age 65.

Although she left Roosevelt Island years ago, Gina kept in touch with
many residents, who knew her as “Gina Ballerina,” and remember her
parties at Octagon Park or on the promenade at Westview — how she
was the eternal hostess both here and in Sarasota, and how she was so
giving of her time and friendship. Her family cites many letters from
students and friends alike that thank her for being an inspiration, a great
teacher who made ballet so much fun, and a terrific friend.

On a personal note, I met Gina not long after she was stabbed and
almost killed in a subway car one Saturday afternoon on her way back
to the Island from a ballet class. When she learned that I had been a
subway crime victim around the same time, she encouraged me to advo-
cate for better subway safety. This led to the formation of RISC
(Roosevelt Island Safety Coalition), which was ultimately responsible
for the installation of cameras and annunciators at the Roosevelt Island
and 63rd Street subway stations. She was a wonderful support during
the four years it took to complete the project, and a major inspiration for
change when she bared her midriff, displaying her multiple scars, for
top brass at the initial RISC meeting. She took pride in being outra-
geous, and it was almost always effective.

A tower of strength, a mentor, a patron of the arts, a lover of life, a
friend to all, and impossible to forget, Gina will be missed. She is sur-
vived by her children, Richard, Deirdre, Michael, and Steven Wexler
and Melanie Severino; her granddaughter, Cara Newman; and her great-
grandson, Julius Newman.

For more information or to express condolences, please see Gina’s
webpage at the Sarasota Herald Tribune, available via nyc10044.com/z/On.

—Linda Heimer

Last chance to order The Mug. See page 9.
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COMING UP

— This Weekend —

Senior Players production of /ndoor Outdoors, a play by Kenneth Finkle,
produced by the Roosevelt Island Purrple Tigers, Fri Feb 11, 7:30pm,
Senior Center, 546 Main St. Free.

— Coming Week & Next Weekend —

Valentine’s Day Evening of Ballroom & Latin Dance, Mon Feb 14, 7-
9pm, Main Street Theatre, 548 Main St. $5 for newcomers. (Ad, page
7.)

Ballet Strength & Stretch, demonstration/trial class, Tue Feb 15, 6:30-
7:30pm, Main Street Theatre. Free. (Ad, page 7.)

PS/IS 217 PTA School Tour, Wed Feb 16, 8:45am. RSVP required to
212-980-0294, ext 1010 or LRademaker@schools.nyc.gov. Additional tours
Mar 16, Apr 13, May 18, Jun 1 (all Wed, 8:45am). (Ad, page 10.)

Chi Kung demonstration/trial class, Wed Feb 16, 7-8pm, Main Street
Theatre. Free. (Ad, page 7.)

The Peanut Prince, children’s program about George Washington Carver
by Urban Stages, Thu Feb 17, 4pm, Library

Book Discussion, The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell, Thu Feb
17, 6:30pm, Library.

Gallery RIVAA is closed until March.

— Continuing —

Blue Wave, exhibit of the art of Izumi Tokuno, Octagon Gallery, 888
Main Street, daily 9am-8pm, through Feb 20.

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 10am-1pm, 2-6pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Renaissance painting group, Sat pm; oil/acrylic with mentor Art Zamora.
Call 917-291-8799 for time, location, and fee information.

Swimming at Sportspark, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed Fri 7:30-10:30pm,
Thu 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 12-3pm. Adults (18-up) Tue 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 4-
7pm. Adults $5, children 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 and
under. Schedule of classes and activities at nyc10044.com/z/0j. Ad, page 12.

Infant Lapsit, stories for ages 1-18 months, Mon, 10:30am, Library.

UNO for teens, Mon, 4pm, Library.

Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon, 7:30pm. Info: 212-751-9577.

Knitting & Crochet Group, Tue, 10am, Library. Adults.

Living Library After-School Program, Tue, Wed, Thu, 3-6pm, PS/IS
217 Beacon. Open to all. Information: 347-724-5529.

Island Office Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff,
first Tue of each month, 4-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Ping Pong: Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark. Class, Wed,
6-9pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Toddler Story Time (age 4 and under), Wed, 11am, Island Kids.

RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Wed, 3-5pm, 591 Main St.

Island Office Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner and/or staff,
every Thu, 3-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Anime Club for teens, Thu, 4pm, Library; Japanese comics/novels.

Robots for Kids ages 6-13, Thu & Fri, 6:30-8pm, Youth Program, 506
Main St., 2nd fl. Information: 917-751-2900.

— Future Weeks —

Grandparents’ Safety Day, Tue Feb 22, 10am-1pm, Senior Center.

Tales for the Teeny Tiny, Wed Feb 23, 11am, Library; 1.5 to 3 years.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Feb 23, 5:30pm; location to
be announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes for-
mal meeting.

The Main Street WIRE — Sat Feb 26. Advertising deadlines: Display
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phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters,

917-617-0449. Advertising (display and clas-
sified): 917-587-3278.

Black History Month celebration of swing dance, Sat Feb 26, 6pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center. Refreshments. Free.

Preschool Open House at Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, Tue Mar 1 &
Wed Mar 2, 9:15-10:15am. (Ad, page 7.)

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Mar 2, 8pm, location to be announced. Public session at beginning
for resident comments/announcements.

Book Discussion, Absurdistan by Gary Shteyngart, Thu Mar 17, 6:30pm,
Library.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Apr 6, 5:30pm; location to be
announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Apr 6, 8pm, location to be verified. Public session at beginning for
resident comments/announcements.

Book Discussion, Life Is Short But Wide by J. California Cooper, Thu
Apr 21, 6:30pm, Library

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
May 4, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed May 18, 5:30pm; location to
be announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes for-
mal meeting.

Book Discussion, Tales by H.P. Lovecraft, Thu May 19, 6:30pm, Library

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Jun 1, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

Book Discussion, Love is a Dog from Hell by Charles Bukowski, Thu
Jun 16, 6:30pm, Library.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Jun 29, 5:30pm; location to
be announced.

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

Happy Lincoln’s Birthday, y’all. Does anyone re-
member when or why we stopped celebrating Abe’s
birthday and lumped his birthday, along with
Washington’s, into a generic Presidents’ Day? I don’t
know, it seems disrespectful somehow.

A couple of weeks ago, I found myself alone in the
apartment with my wife in town at a voice lesson. I
was sitting with my guitars and two cats, playing with

both, and staring out my bedroom window. My
Westview apartment faces our central courtyard, a
forest of old and
beautiful trees. They
have enchanted us in Th e
all seasons, but today
they were covered RIRA
with a mantle of snow
with more descend-
ing. “How lovely,” 1 C I
th%)ught, and 1 zvas O umn
thankful for all the
exquisite vistas on our Island, both expected and un-
expected. And I reflected, “How lucky we Islanders
are!” Don’t you agree?
Retraction

In my last column, I commented on the departure
of DHCR Commissioner and RIOC Chairman of the
Board Brian Lawlor. It seems that the reports of his
demise were premature. I obtained my information
from a WIRE bulletin dated January 20, and if you
are signed up to receive them (MainStreetWIRE@usa.net),
you did as well. It simply stated that Lawlor was
leaving his post and that a replacement had not been
announced. I don’tunderstand why those in the know
who receive the bulletins did not immediately correct
the error, but they did not. While pursuing other is-
sues, I learned from several authorities that the bulle-
tin was not accurate. I don’t know what the genesis
of this misinformation might have been, but I apolo-
gize for helping to sustain the story.
What Do You Think?
We have had several weeks to consider the new
Red Bus schedules, the location of the new bus stops,
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and the synchronization between the buses and the
Tram. I know that RIOC is carefully considering the
impact of these
changes, but I
thought RIRA
might collect some
feedback as well.
Consequently,
RIRA Planning
Committee chair
Frank Farance has
volunteered to re-
ceive your com-
ments and to bring
the data to our
planning meetings
with RIOC. You
always can register
your kudos, your
gripes, and your
suggestions for im-

provement directly Matthew Kat;, PreS|de'nt'
. . Roosevelt Island Residents Association
with RIOC Vice - )
. e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net
President Fernando

Martinez, but please also contact Frank by e-mail at

transportationfeedback@riraonline.com (or by calling

1-800-FARANCE). This is a special address created

for the sole purpose of receiving your comments.
State of the Borough Address

I attended Manhattan Borough President Scott
Stringer’s 2011 State of the Borough Address last
Tuesday evening at the CUNY Graduate Center, a first
for me. Scott has been more attentive to Roosevelt
Island than any of his predecessors in recent memory,
and I’m grateful for his interest. As you know,
Roosevelt Island is administered by the State of New
York but, politically, we are a part of the City and of
Manbhattan.

The auditorium was packed with a thousand or more
New Yorkers, with more in satellite rooms monitor-
ing the event on video screens. An a cappella sing-

See RIRA Column, page 10

The WIRE publishes The RIOC Column and The RIRA Column
as a service to RIOC, RIRA, and the community, and does not control or censor either.

It’s been a long, cold winter, and lots of folks are
starting to suffer from cabin fever. If you are one of
them, or just looking to get out, socialize, and exer-
cise, Sportspark might be just the place for you.

Under the direction of Michael Smith, RIOC’s Parks
& Recreation Manager, and his team, we have made

infrastructure improvements and implemented new,
free, or low-cost programming for the community.
Most recently, on
February 5, Sports-
park hosted round- The

robin table tennis

qualifying matches RIO C

that will lead to a

championship play-

off during Health & COIum n
Fitness Day in May.

This tournament was

born out of a very successful table tennis program at
Sportspark on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday nights
by world-famous champion and Island resident
George Braithwaite.

Over 40 players, almost all of them regulars from
the ping pong program, competed in beginner, inter-
mediate, and advanced categories. Thirty-six win-
ners are advancing to the finals.

We also offer programs for residents interested in
basketball or swimming. Our free-play basketball,
held on Saturdays from 2:00-6:00 p.m., has quickly
become popular, with 40-50 people regularly show-
ing up to play. We also host wheelchair basketball on
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

And if you’re interested in learning to swim, tak-
ing a water aerobics class, or just swimming, we of-
fer classes and open swim at our newly upgraded pool.
The work we’ve recently completed includes instal-
lation of new drains, a new filtration system, the re-
surfacing of the pool, and repainting of the locker

rooms. For information about classes and open swim,
call 212-832-4559. [Ad, page 12.]

We are always looking to provide better services to
residents. If you have an idea for recreation we can
provide at Sportspark, please call Mike Smith at
212-832-4559 or e-mail him at msmith@rioc.com.

The Public Safety Department and SafeKids NYC
are co-sponsoring their Annual Grandparents Day
on Tuesday, February 22, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p-m. at the Senior Center (546 Main Street). Safety
tips and goodies will be given out to the seniors. Re-
freshments will also
be served.

In partnership
with the Roosevelt
Island Senior Asso-
ciation, the annual
Black History
Month event will
celebrate the his-
tory of swing danc-
ing in America.
Performers will
demonstrate popu-
lar dances from the
Swing era, includ-
ing the Lindy Hop,
the Charleston, and
the Jitterbug. Guest : i SR
speakers will pro- RooseveltlIsland Operating Corporation
vide a brief history e-mail: LTorres@RIOC.com
of the dances, which evolved at the famous Savoy
Ballroom in Harlem. The event will take place on
February 26 at 6:00 p.m. in the Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center. Refreshments will be served imme-
diately following the event at the Senior Center, 546
Main Street.

I hope you can join us.

Senior Center

Monday
(closed Feb 21)
9:30 Ballroom Dancing
11:00 Tai Chi
1:00 Ballet
3:00 Play Reading
6:00 Yoga with Nurit

10:30 Spanish

Tuesday
9am-1pm Tax Help
9:30 Chinese Massage
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
11:00 Blood Pressure
2:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games (RISA)

12:30 Movie

Wednesday
9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Computers

Thursday
9:30 Stronger Bones
10:45 Ping Pong

Home-delivered meals —
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Friday
9:30 Yoga with Irene
10:30 English as 2nd Language
10:30 Ballroom Dancing
1:00 Korean Games
6:00 Ballroom Dancing (last Fri
each month)
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Indoor Outdoors, play (see
ComingUp listing), Fri Feb 11,
7:30pm
Office closed Mon Feb 21
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING B"™H
oFriday, February 11 at 5:07 pm

oFriday, February 18 at 5:15 pm : % PrOfeSSlOnal

oFriday, February 25 at 5:24 pm o "Q\\\\\f\'\

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-
sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh.

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat.

e T s T T s T T e T e T T T T T T . N T T T e e R T L R

Zalman & Nechama Duchman 425 Main St. #6B Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
212 652 5660 * Nechama@RIJeW|sh org www.RIJewish. 1.0rg

Preparation

on Roosevelt Island
ROOSEVE'T ISLAND HEBREW SCHOOL Get 10% off before March 1%

Infusing a Love for Jewishness in the next generation

AGES 2-7 e Fast Service & Reasonable Fees

Sundays 10:00-11:45am e Free E-Filing -
Y e Refund Anticipation Loans ,gsg ¥ f' ’ e
e A new service on Roosevelt Island that

allows you to Drop-Off & Pick-Up

CHINA 1 KITCHEN || oo

Delicious Chinese Health Food Office Hours:

Order for Delivery or Take-Out Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure ACCOUNTABLE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CORP.
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to 599 MAIN STREET
— vour liking. Catering for all occasions

. ; : — NEW YORK, NY 10044
mﬂ Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 212-644-8231 www.accountfin.com
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight

&l FAST Free Delivery (min. $6)
& 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F1]

—% Your Friendly Neighborhood Tax Preparer & Financial Planning Office

AR:_SERVICEI_;

PANTS ii uded in airport fares: |
& SKIRTS | _ . Newark $68+tolli

'WASH DRY '
: &FOLD

'15% OFF
| 'FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY'

|l : to your office or home :

| SHIRTS | e s DRESSES
: &BLOUSES | 71 82742000 & SUITS
| ; Z
I
I

$2 off any fare over $20
Save this Coupon

Ask foryour special Rl resident’s discount card

ut your return trip fro the airport

1-718-626-8000

23-17 31* Street, Astoria NY 11105

Our Emphasis is on Qualify
‘Try us and you won't go anywhere else

> S&S CALABRO
J UST Bu I" Bs PIZZERIA
P Y ¢

( { e e e Family Special ®*
‘ The Light Bulb Store. =
ettt ke Cheese Pie: Large $14.00, Medium $11.50

Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi — $16.50
Buv 2 pies Choice of topping $2.50 extra
* (Bet. 2 Ave & 3 Ave ) Y y p ’ Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta

+ 12 garlic knots — only $17.50
New York, New York 10022 Get 2-liter | Hawaiian Pizza — Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50

pepsi Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00
— FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm —

Major
CREDIT CARDS 71 8'278'5262 _
’ ’ ’ now accepted 30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

Tel (212) 888-5707 Fax (212) 888-5704 '
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Dole Classic
Iceberg
Lettuce

=

Fresh e Grade A ¢ Boneless Fresh
1 3

Chicken
T |Breast

$299 :iy

ShopRite ShopRite
Bologna or Amerlcan
Liverwu --st Chee

§ 1 9 i . ) $399

Luigi Vitell Crushed
Light Tuna -5t Tomatoes g “ Beer

y rieti
| | - -
7 ) cans or bottles =
ITH YOUR <y :
“’Bouus- w $ | ¢ CrETEDED $ 2 ﬁ
 SAVINGS CARD (' <\ W';g,}"’;’“ . BONUS +
} i 28 oz. SAVINGSUCARD plus deposit SAVINGS CARIDI

Turkey Hill ﬁ Banquet O:S‘;'?ézl Tropicana ShopR|te Resored

Premium
Ice Crea_lm“-- e Orange Julcempm

88 Assorted Y
Varieties| |
.

89 oz.

StarKist Chunk

50

On any new or transferred prescription.
Limit one coupon per prescription, one per I
shoppmg family. Not valid on third party
insurance co-pay. Void where prohibited by
law or contract. Not valid on mail order.
Cannot be used with IGT Card.

Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island I ¥ 18.25 oz. WITH YOUR
Expires February 25, 2011 8022 AWEANPN . BONUS:

v ~ \«/ SAVINGS CARD
PICK UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS * PRICES EFFECTIVE TO 2/25/11

Assorted
Varieties




6 ¢« The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Feb 12, 2011

, Inc.

FAMILY CENTER

Where Children and Parents
Make Friends for Life

For Babies and Toddlers
WINTER SEMESTER HAS BEGUN
Registration is ongoing

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS /X\%D REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND

FOR TODDLER CLASS INFORMATION E-MAIL
FOR PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN E-MAIL

All events take place at Island Kids, located at 536 Main Street, in the courtyard behind 510 and 540 Main Street.

For Babies and Toddlers

Triangles, Squares and Curcles, Oh My!
Art Around the World
Tumbling The Baby Group

Ryan’s Island Music Jam

For School-Age Children

K-5t" grade

Begmner Guitar Kids Yoga
Artwith Private Picassos
Science Workshop with Mad Science

The Joy of Art (Saturday Class)

(oor Store FURNITURE

it's what's on the inside that counts™

. /The time for savings is now!

N

\l London 100% Genuine Leather Sofa

$89Q% Now765

™

A _a

X R

il e
" While
l.
supplies
last!
®

- IR » - 2 :
Bl R S .
- SRt e e

www.doorstorefurniture.com
To order call (877) DOOR STORE We ship nationwide

Open the door to great savings.
MANHATTAN ¢ LONG ISLAND e« NEW JERSEY

UPPER EAST SIDE: 969 3rd Ave. at 58th St. (212) 421-5271 MIDTOWN: 1 Park Ave. at 33rd St.
(212) 679-9700 CHELSEA: 123 W. 17th St. Bet. 6th & 7th Aves. (212) 627-1515 MANHASSET
NY: 1457 Northern Blvd. (516) 627-2420 SECAUCUS NJ: SHOWROOM & OUTLET CENTER:

100 Enterprise Ave. South (201) 864-8844 *In stock items, delivery within 15 miles of Columbus Circle, NYC.

Holistic Petcare

for all your pet’s Nutrition and Supplies

w WHISKERS

> 1
(TR | . v
» Herbal Supplements
» Raw Food Diets
 Skin Care

 Allergy Care
« Safe Toys ¢ Treats

Shog) on-line at
1800WHISKERS.COM

Free Local Delivery

Visit our NEW retail space located at:

And of conrse, you can still visit us
at our flagship store:

19-25 Ditmars Blvd. (@ 21st St)
Astoria, NY 11105 235 E. 9th St.,
718-626-8590 NYC 10003 (2nd Ave.)

1-800-Whiskers / 212-979-2532

10% off first purchase in the Astoria Store with this ad! No copies/One per family - CR

e« FREE DELIVERY ¢

to Roosevelt Island with minimum order.
Mention The WIRE for $5 off your-first order.




AEROPUMP

* PRE-BALLET

ETHNIC DANCE AEROBICS

HIP-HOP
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PILATES TAP CHI KUNG BALLET STRENGTH & STRETCH + CREATIVE DRAMA - JAZZ
e TRY ONE OF THESE
A VERY SPECIAL  BUSHAESSSY FITNESS CLASSES FOR FREE!
VALENTINE'S DAY [BISSSctesgy ™ 0> S5 007
INVITATION - BALLET STRENGTH & STRETCH
\\D ANCE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
JOIN US FOR 6:30-7:30 P.M.

AN EVENING OF

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCE!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1
7:00 - 9:00 P.M.

NO PARTNER NECESSARY!
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED!
NEWCOMERS: $5

ALLIANCE

COME ENJOY THE DANCE AND
MUSIC OF BALLET! FOcUs WILL
BE ON BASIC CHOREOGRAPHY FROM -
BALLET THAT HELPS TO STRENGTHEN T
THE BODY AND IMPROVES ALIGNMENT, POSTURE,
COORDINATION, BALANCE AND FLEXIBILITY.
DESIGNED FOR ADULT BEGINNER STUDENTS.
TAUGHT BY THERESA HERRON.
CHI KUNG

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

7:00-8:00 P.M.

RELEASE ENERGY BLOCKS, EASE TENSION,
AND DEVELOP STRENGTH, BALANCE &
COORDINATION THROUGH CONTROLLED
. MOVEMENT AND BREATH WORK. SLOW,
GRACEFUL AND MINDFUL; FOR ANY FIT-
NESS LEVEL. TAUGHT BY DIANA MALTZ.

ENJOY THE CLASS?
REGISTER RIGHT AFTER CLASS FOR
REMAINING SESSIONS THROUGH JUNE 8!

WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES & FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

212-371-4449 -

MSTDA.ORG

CONTACT US: INFO@MSTDA.ORG

548 MAIN STREET ROOSEVELT ISLAND NEW YORK 10044
AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

+ IANOUdWI - 1311Vvd

+ WOOiu11vd

+ VOOA

dOHSHUYOM TUYLVIHL TVIISNW

v

“

Roosevert [stanD [Day N ursery

Preschool Open House

Tuesday, March 1 and Wednesday, March 2 from 9:15 - 10:15 AM

Please come meet the directors and parents,
and see our classrooms in action.

The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery is located at 4 River Road.
For more information or to schedule an alternate time to visit, call (212) 593-0750.
Member of ERB and ISAAGNY. Financial Aid available.
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Eco-Friendly Drycleaning

Shirts Laundered
Convenient Monthly Billing

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
Expert European Tailoring

7o\ Cleaners & Tailors
i ‘j\*\\‘

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island

For Over 20 Years
e _ Free Daily Pickup & Delivery
29-09 Eroaaway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available » Home visits

» Wills, Trusts, & Estates
* Real Estate: Closings
* Business Law

* Divorce & Family Law
* Personal Injury Law
* Criminal Law

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
110 Wall Street, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10005-3817

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

WWW.PARISIBAKERYASTORIA.COM
EST. 1969

PARISI BAKERY

HAND-ROLLED BREAD

Alllaking done on premises

Breads Cookies Pies
Pastries  Muffins  Biscotti
Croissants  Coffee  Cappuccino

3017 BROADWAY ASTORIA, NY 11106
(718) 728-5282

MAKE A RESERVATION

[
\
Laguardia $16

JFK $32
Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

‘ website ContinentalCL.com ¢ corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 » 24hrs - 718.507.8006

For Adults Who
Need to Speak English Better

private, semi-private, and small classes
conversation, accent reduction, listening

comprehension, reading, and writing
beginners, intermediates, and advanced
flexible times

Call Helene at 917-596-3072
Experienced ESOL Teacher

(*English for Speakers of Other Languages)

Fuii East

japanese bistro

455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11am-11pm
212-583-1688 » 212-583-1689
All major credit cards accepted
Free delivery for orders $15 and over

Does your lapcat turn into a tiger or
disappear when it’s time
for the carrier?

Call or e-mail
Catch Your Cat at

917-355-1867 or
catchyourcat@gmail.com.

Vet-recommended.
Island references.
Kind, efficient and
cat-savvy service.
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February.

www.rirctennis.com

COME IN FROM THE COLD

PLAY
YEAR-ROUND
INDOORS

Spell it, say it...
Febrrl uary.

Need we say more?
See you at Trellis.

SPECIAL RI RESIDENT
MEMBERSHIP FEE
& COURT RATES

ADULT/JR. PROGRAMS

GAME ARRANGING
PRIVATE/GROUP LESSONS
CuLiNics: ALL LEVELS
CARDIO TENNIS
TOURNAMENTS

EARLY BIRD,

LEAGUES & MUCH MORE!

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to mldnlg ht, B  FOR INFORMATION ON ANY OF OUR PROGRAMS CONTACT
7 days every week. We also deliver. GORDON KENT AT 212.935.0250 x 25 or NETENNIS@AOL.COM

MORNING - NOON - NIGHT

Last
chance
to order

February 14

Now...

Dishwasher
safe,
pemanent
design

NYC10044 ...

Website

Onthe edge,

the colorful On thisside, the

zipcode logo of December11coverof

Website NYC10044 The WIRE with its
spectacular Tram photo

$9 each / set of 6 — $50 / 13 for $1 00 (Th the fist fime

| |
I Sendme_____ mugs. | enclose my check, payable Name |
I to The WIRE,for$___ . Send order to: Address |
The WIRE . .
: (Questions? Call 212-826-9056.) 531 Main St #413 City & zip :
| RNEEINCE Telephone* E-mail* |
- ; : Y derwill be delivered if building has a doork . Telephone/e-mail will b
I L] Bring back the T-shirt! I need more (or missed the offer). 1L oe e e vou whemyour raerierendyorpiocin. |
I (ifno doorkeeper). Allow 3-6 weeks for delivery. Last date to orderis February14. I
L---------------------___________—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_-J
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Classifieds

50¢ a word ¢ 212-751-8214

Deadline for February 26 issue: Tuesday, February 22
Deadline for March 12 issue: Tuesday, March 8

TRAVEL AGENT — Meet your cruise
specialist on Roosevelt Island at
www.cruisingwithmarilyn.com or call
866-304-8640. .

CAN YOU EAT EVERY 2-3 HOURS?
Start your journey to health with
portion-controlled, medically formu-
lated, and nutritionally balanced food
(Medifast). Your own health coach
from your home. Roosevelt Island
resident. 1-866-995-8789.

MATH TUTORING by experienced
teacher living on the Island. Any level.
Call 212-829-1406. .., 3110

AVON Representative — Roosevelt
Island. www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist — Island resi-
dent Diana Brill. Gift certificates
available. 212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group. Call
212-355-3848.

PIANO LESSONS with Irene
(PuRRple Tiger). Mini-lessons for
“mini-fingers” or little time. Pay as you
go. 917-655-0028.

TUTORING - English professor
available. Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis. 646-319-3873.

ISLAND HOME SPA - Free facial
mask with 1st massage. Bring the spa
to you! Rejuvenate your body, mind,
and soul. Massage, facial masks,
scalp treatments & foot scrubs. Home
visits for women & couples. Men by
referral. Zen Marie Holmes NYS LMT
917-312-8709. Look for us on
Facebook!

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

RIRA Column from page 3

ing ensemble composed of teens in tuxedos
from the LaGuardia High School of Music
& Art and Performing Arts opened for the
Borough President with several doo-wop
numbers from the ’50s, complete with cho-
reography and finger-snapping. Strange,
watching 21st century kids doing my mu-
sic, but they were undeniably cool. Many
pols came to support the BP, including
former Mayor David Dinkins, Assembly-
member Robert Rodriguez, and Brooklyn
Borough President Marty Markowitz. Sur-
prisingly, the hottest chef in Harlem and the
City, Marcus Samuelson of the Red Rooster
restaurant, was tapped to introduce the Bor-
ough President. I guess the Beep likes Dan-
ish soul food.

In keeping with his introducer, Stringer’s
remarks focused in large part on Harlem,
covering the new East Harlem Asthma Cen-
ter and the expansion of Columbia Univer-
sity into the neighborhood with an empha-
sis on the jobs that new construction is likely
to create. He touched on ideas for improv-
ing City schools and the delays in the con-
struction of the Second Avenue subway.
Scott explained his role in the controversies
around the expansion of the New York Uni-
versity campus into surrounding Greenwich
Village. He commented on the moratorium
on hydrofracking, a process used to drill for
gas in shale deposits that has the potential of
polluting our drinking water supply with toxic
chemicals. RIRA has supported this mora-
torium in a resolution and in letters that the
Common Council has authorized me to send
on their behalf to several involved parties.

In his annual report, Stringer discussed

opening up the City’s waterfronts and wa-
terways, an issue dear to my heart. For the
past 10 months, I have been involved in Vi-
sion 2020, the New York City Department
of Planning project to design and implement
a Comprehensive Waterfront Plan for the
next decade. My goal has been to ensure
that Roosevelt Island is included in that plan,
especially regarding the potential for ferry
transportation and for recreational boating.
The final draft of the plan has yet to be re-
leased, but I have every expectation that we
will be mentioned in those contexts. After
all, our Island is nothing but waterfront!

Scott raised the questions of inadequate
affordable housing in New York City, an-
other issue that attracts Islanders’ attention,
as well as immigrant rights and facilities for
seniors. The Borough President has reached
out to me, asking to convene a small meet-
ing of Island leaders, to consider some of
our problems and long-term issues. I'm
working with his staff to expedite that meet-
ing. While it’s true that the State is respon-
sible for much of the decision-making here,
our City government, including the Mayor,
Borough President, City Council, and Com-
munity Board 8 play important roles in our
quality of life, and have been critical in,
among other things, bringing the MetroCard
to the Tram, determining the course of de-
velopment on the Island, and supporting Is-
land institutions and organizations. We walk
a tightrope between the City and State, ne-
cessitated by the 99-year Master Lease be-
tween the two, and often it is RIRA’s task to
make sure we maintain our balance. And
that, my friends, is a full-time job.

The Island on the Web

compiled by Rick O’Conor

You Tube — RI Resident’s Short Film On Egypt Revolt — tinyurl.com/4nye8z4

You Tube — Looking Down on Roosevelt Island Snowstorm — tinyurl.com/4pyp2ztRoosevelt
Islander — RIRA “Censorship” Motion — tinyurl.com/49emtyp

Roosevelt Islander — Censored RIRA Committee Reports Leaked — tinyurl.com/4lefhzf
RIRA Online — Residents Association Website Launched — tinyurl.com/418tztr

You Tube — RIRA Common Council Discussion — tinyurl.com/4db2snn

Roosevelt Island School G&T Blog — PS/IS 217 February Calendar — tinyurl.com/4sn89gg
WFUYV Cityscape — Interview With Tram Operator — tinyurl.com/4jpc4jl

Remontees Mecaniques — Report on Tram — tinyurl.com/4rrwgeg

News LI — NYSERDA Grant for AVAC System — tinyurl.com/4t9zydu

Cambridge Times — Considering Tram System — tinyurl.com/4fatplw

NY Daily News — Table Tennis Tournament — tinyurl.com/4kzblr3

You Tube — Roosevelt Island Table Tennis Tournament — tinyurl.com/4w296jw

You Tube — Roosevelt Island Table Tennis Action — tinyurl.com/4pz9bcp

PS/IS 217 PTA

INVITES YOU TO A SCHOOL
TOUR

Wednesday, February 16
Wednesday, March 16
Wednesday, April 13

Wednesday, May 18
Wednesday, June 1

All tours start at 8:45 am

PLEASE RSVP TO

Lauraine Rademaker,
Parent Coordinator at

212-980-0294 ext. 1010
or lIrademaker@schools.nyc.gov

Store Hours
Monday-Thursday, 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 11am-10pm
Sunday, 12pm-9pm

WINES & SPIRITS

* Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island

from Wednesday to Sunday!
718-706-WINE (9463)
BlueStreakWine.com
4720 Center Boulevard
Long Island City 11109

ABC Local — MTA Considers Tram-like Sliding Doors for Subways — tinyurl.com/4q5ajog
NY Times — Legacy High Student at MOMA Exhibit — tinyurl.com/4fnnddm

City Hall News — Goldwater Site May Be New Science Center — tinyurl.com/45hdm38

NY Daily News — Aspiring Cooper Union Student Leaves Blood — tinyurl.com/4rfm7uv
Herald Palladium — Day Nursery Teacher Leads Kindie Rock Band — tinyurl.com/4fpudyp
Apartment Therapy — Bernard’s Island Apartment Tour — tinyurl.com/4005r9b

My Travel Guide — Visits Tram — tinyurl.com/6ky2vhr

Glark — Motorgate Atrium Top Picture — tinyurl.com/4nz9ey3

Kuriositas — Amazing World Tramways — tinyurl.com/48Irrf2

DNA Info — Cheap Valentine’s Date on Tram — tinyurl.com/4n6c4z5

Swindle Season — Romantic Valentine’s Day on Tram — tinyurl.com/49fvcat

Guardian — Obit: Spider-Man FX Artist Who Blew Up Tram Station — tinyurl.com/4ukpasj
You Tube — FDR Memorial Groundbreaking Ceremony — tinyurl.com/4urdgk3

ARE YOUR PARENTS
GETTING FRAILER?

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP?
Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time  Save You Money * Save You Heartache
We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076

531 Main Street
~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network
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Dental Love LLC

501 A Main St
Roosevelt Island
www.mydentallove.com

212-752-8722

Dental Passion LLC

164 W 96th Street, Manhattan (10025 ) between Columbus and Amsterdam
www.dentalpassion.com

212-749-0600

General and cosmetic dentistry
Orthodontic specialist — clear and traditional braces
Endodontic specialist — root canal
Periodontic specialist — gum disease and implants

Pedodontic specialist — children’s dentist at Dental Passion office
(Children treated at both offices.)

Hours at 96th Street office: o Hours on the Island:
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:00, Fri. 9:00-3:00, All major insurance plans accepted Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,

and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00 and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP KAREN 'S PILATES STUDIO ON R]
Private and group mat classes

Board Certified Pediatrician novice ® beginner * intermediate  seniors
and Pediatric Allergist

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,

United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan Karen Mann

501 Main Street + Roosevelt Island * 212-753-5505 Certified Pilates Instructor
Office Hours 212.750.6223
By appointment

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents. . . , ]
free introductory session! You’re worth it!

Jack Resnick, MD || pavid Lioyd Marcus, Ph.D.

501 Main Street - 212.632-310 Psychotherapy and Counseling

office practice and housecalls for the homebound

Associate Professor

Visit our Website D S H NYU School of Medicine
therooseveltdoctor.com JMAOrl 501 Main Street
- check lab results Disabled Association Roosevelt Island
- make appointments glg);\)%t(}’%gge‘DH%mebound
- take a survey == L
* internet health resources * Help with shopping 212'777'8222
- get help finding insurance » Medications to be picked up
- read opinions  Someone to talk to
Call DASH and one of our HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
volunteers will come to your MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED
The Roosevelt Doctor 913 7p_asr;ré1%nst3 4 E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

Jack Resnick, M.D.
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Want to Spend Less
on Your Prescriptions?

Discounted Drugs are Available
to Most of Our Patients

Now available in Long Island City, Queens

NYCRKx is a New York City-based non-profit
organization, founded by NYC’s Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene, that has partnered

with health centers and hospitals in the New

York City area to make safe and effective
medications availbale at the lowest possible cost
to all New Yorkers.

Participating Providers in Queens

Long Island City Health Center
36-11 21st Street — 718-482-7772

Metrocare Pharmacy

NYCR, Www.nycrx.org

21-12 36th Avenue - 718-606-0068

212-676-2152

RlOC

aporispark Po)

NEW HOURS AND CLASSES!

(PEN SWIM-ALL AGES
(all children ages 4 to 17 mawst De
meoompumied by an adualt):

Monday through Friday: 6am to 10am

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 7:30pm to 10:30pm

Thursday: 6pm to 9pm
Saturday/Sunday: noon to 3pm

ADULT SWIM
(18 and older saly phease)

Tuesday: 6pm fo 9pm
Saturday/Sunday: 4pm to 7pm

FEES:

$5.00 for adults (ages 18-59)
$3.00 for children (ages 4-17)
FREE- Seniors over age 60
and infants under age 3

NEW CLASSES ADDED!
Water Aerobics

Wednesday and Friday

9am to 10am

Sunday noon to 1pm

Adult Learn to Swim
Sunday 1pm to 2pm
Sunday 2pm to 3pm

Master Swim
Monday and Friday
7:30pm to 8:30pm




