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- Cyril Opperman has been
dubbed “RIOC’s Bus Czar”
by Residents Association

" President Matthew Katz
(column, page 3).

Bus Czar Starts Work

by Dick Lutz

Cyril Opperman is not just a
New Yorker.

Cyril (“but call me Cy””) Opper-
man is a Noo Yawka.

And proud to be.

And now, he’s RIOC’s new Red
Bus guy — the man on the spot as
the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation tries to get the kinks
out of the current bus scheduling
and routing. If you’ve never met a
real Noo Yawka, you have the
chance now. He started on Mon-
day, and last week — dropping in
even before on the payroll — told a

An Absence of Snow From a Roosevelt Landings roof, Paul Katz

meeting of the RIOC Board’s Op-
erations Committee that he expects
to be on the street at the stops, on
the buses, getting the lay of the
land, and fine-tuning system per-
formance first-hand.

Opperman worked as a bus
driver with the MTA 30 years ago,
rose through the ranks and retired,
recently, as general supervisor for
buses. Along the way, he trained
dispatchers, worked on safety, and
had not one day out sick.

“I’'m a fourth-generation New
Yorker,” he told Board members.

See Red Bus, page 6

captured this sweeping view looking no

NYC to Have Many Options in
Choosing the Developer for
Island’s Goldwater Property

by David Stone

Community interest in Stanford
University’s proposal to build a re-
search facility on Roosevelt Island
has created a spike of activity.

Both the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association (RIRA) and the
Roosevelt Island Operation Corpo-
ration (RIOC) have moved into ac-
tion in response to the proposal and
its potential for the Island.

Stanford, recognized as one of
the top research universities in the
world, responded affirmatively to
a request from the New York City
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (EDC) with detailed plans for

Briefly...

There are Subway disruptions
this weekend and in two weeks.
See RIOC Column, page 10.

The Rivercross ground lease
has been extended to 2068. Re-
port on page 10.

Wednesday night’s RIRA meet-
ing produced a pitched verbal
battle. Report on page 10.

The WIRE’s Roosevelt Island
Short Story Contest ends Wednes-
day. Last call for entries, page 12.

Roosevelt Island’s member of
the New York City Council, Jes-
sica Lappin, has just given birth
to a second child, another son.

building their first-ever remote
campus where Goldwater Hospi-
tal now stands. EDC had asked for
expressions of interest from uni-
versities here and abroad. Four lo-
cations owned by the City, includ-
ing the Goldwater property, were
offered. Stanford pounced, sub-
mitting a detailed plan that envi-
sioned a campus with over 2,000
students, built in three phases over
20 years.

In its press release, EDC spoke
extensively about only Stanford’s
proposal, one among 18 expres-

sions of interest from a combined
27 universities, without explaining
why it was being highlighted. It
may be that Stanford’s was the only
response with so much detail, or it
may be that they wanted to set an
example for what they hope to see
when final proposals are solicited
this summer.

Any conclusions about a prefer-
ence for Stanford’s proposal would
seem premature. Such a preference
would dilute the interest and com-
mitment of other bidders still in the

See Goldwater, page 6

rth, with Big Allis on th right, Rivercross on the left, Good Shepherd in shadow,

Southpoint

Vision of a Disabled FDR
Debuts Tonight at RIVAA

Tonight at 6:00 p.m., the only full-body sculpture of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt that will appear at Southpoint Park will be unveiled at
Gallery RIVAA.

It’s the work of Sculptor Meredith
Bergmann, who has been selected for
creation of the sculpture and the site
set aside to honor FDR as a polio vic-
tim who overcame the resulting dis-
ability to become the country’s longest-serving president.

The portrayal will show FDR in a wheelchair, interacting with a dis-
abled child. It’s the FDR Hope Memorial, the product of an effort by a
subcommittee of the Roosevelt Island Disabled Association (RIDA),

See FDR Hope, page 12

and a bright canopy over a building entrance in a Roosevelt Landings courtyard. For Katz’'s equally striking view in the opposite direction, go to Website NYC10044 at nyc10044.com.



2 * The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Apr. 9, 2011

The Editorial Page

RIRA —
The Marvel
And the Mess

It’s a marvel to see the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association at its best.

It’s discouraging to see it at its worst.

On Wednesday night, observers saw both.

At its best, the Common Council is a vibrant collec-
tion of dynamic people of all ages who have actively de-
cided that they will carve out a chunk of time to serve
their community. If you read The RIRA Column in this
issue of The WIRE, including Lynne Shinozaki’s report of
the plans being made by RIRA’s Social, Cultural, and
Educational Committee (SC&E), you'll find rich hints
of what such an organization can do to create positive
movement in a community.

Of course, the SC&E plans are not the full story on
RIRA and its active committees. While SC&FE’s efforts
are out there and, intentionally, highly visible, a lot of
RIRA’s work is done behind the scenes. To get a sense of
that, you have to read the reports of the committee and
subcommittee meetings that occur in the intervals be-
tween the monthly first-Wednesday full-Council sessions.

You'll find the Public Safety Committee holding the
Public Safety Department’s feet to the fire on building
patrols, traffic management, parking enforcement. You’'ll
hear PSD Chief Keith Guerra alerting these concerned
citizens to the hints of increased gang recruitment and
graffiti activity, and you’ll understand the challenge of
manpower management when a major crisis hits and
there are only five officers to deal with it.

You'll discover a Planning Committee that worries
about crisis-management planning, park development,
making sure residents get a chance for input on develop-
ment of Main Street retail, and watching out to make
sure the City’s waterfront development plans include
Roosevelt Island.

You'll also see an instant organizing effort to get resi-
dents a voice in the institutional development of the
Goldwater Hospital site — and to encourage a project that
could be transformative for the Island.

You'll find the Island Services Committee calling
attention to a genuine deficiency in the renovations of
the Roosevelt Island Bridge, and insisting on actions to
cure it.

In short, you'll find a resident organization truly en-
gaged in addressing Island needs, problems, and oppor-
tunities.

But, at its worst...

Well, democracy can get messy. Messy, indeed.

There was a knock-down, drag-out at Wednesday
night’s meeting, as we are sad to report on page 10. We
have to ask how an organization can be effective when a
small number of its elected members try to shout each
other down, speak out of turn, ignore the chair’s impreca-
tions to behave, and refuse to allow a subject to be closed
so that the organization can move on. Whatever the merit
of a cause embraced, the organization and the commu-
nity as a whole are of greater importance, and they are
served only when there is mutual respect, deference to
an elected chair, and a willingness to place the good of
the whole above individual ax-grinding.

Briefly, the Friday Night Fights came to the RIRA
Common Council on Wednesday night. We have to hope
it’s the last time.

There is so much good in RIRA and its efforts. That
good is what deserves the focus, and, as titillating as a
good ol’ heated-up argument can be, there comes a mo-
ment when enough is enough.

Focus on the good.

DL

Attention —

Island Organizations & Businesses:

The WIRE is currently updating the Island
CONTACTS LIST, preparing for a reprinting. Please
check your listing at nyc10044.com/contacts.htm and
supply any corrections or changes (or additions) to
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. Thanks.

To the Editor:

Nurit and Steve Marcus have
said everything that needs to be
said in their letter to RIOC (March
12 WIRE) regarding the Hudson &
Related Company’s leasing con-
tract for properties on Main Street.
The State’s refusal to make the
storefront leasing easily accessible
apparently leaves an outside con-
tractor as the only viable alterna-
tive. It is imperative that its leas-
ing terms and practices be done in
full consultation with the commu-
nity that will have to live with the
outcome of its decisions.

For years, Roosevelt Island has
been the poster child for a poorly
governed community and the vic-
tim of predatory real-estate devel-
opment practices. What was once a
beautiful concept for a planned “uto-
pian” community, which started its
history as a wonderful place for
middle-income residents, has turned
into a privatization extravaganza.
Unless well supervised, the Hudson
& Related contract could be just one
more insult. Edward Logue must be
turning over in his grave.

Gilda Hannah

To the Editor:

After my letter appeared in the
March 12 issue of The WIRE re-
garding pool membership at
Sportspark, [RIOC Vice President]
Fernando Martinez e-mailed me.
However, this is the response I re-
ceived: We are currently working
on a membership fee for the
Sportspark facility.

I appreciate him getting back to
me, but this still leaves the frequent
swimmers of Sportspark in the
same ‘“nowhere land” that we’ve
been in for years. I emailed him
again, asking for details of when
we can expect to see a membership
option, and he did not respond. I
then e-mailed [RIOC President]
Leslie Torres, inquiring on the spe-
cifics of where they are in the pro-
cess, and she still has not re-
sponded.

So I ask again, will someone at
RIOC please get this done? Please
finish the discussions, put an end
to the delays, and offer Sportspark
pool membership! Also, keeping
us informed would be appreciated!

Roberta Kleiman

[etters

To the Editor:

The members of the RIRA Pub-
lic Safety Committee wish to thank
Officer Evelio Fernandez for the
years of service that he has pro-
vided to our community. His kind-
ness toward our senior citizens will
be missed. We regret that his de-
parture will create a temporary
void in the policing here. We wish
him success in his new assignment.

In the past, when our community
did not feel that we had an adequate
NYPD presence, we joined to-
gether and advocated on our own
behalf to strengthen it. With this
struggle in mind, we have always
tried to maintain a positive rela-
tionship with the NYPD officers
who have been assigned to patrol
Roosevelt Island. We recognize
that these officers are immensely
important to the safety of our com-
munity, and that their support is es-
sential to the Public Safety
Department’s team. Therefore, we
will continue to support their ef-
forts, and look forward to work-
ing with the next NYPD officer
assigned here.

As it is the responsibility of the
RIRA Public Safety Committee to
address any law enforcement con-
cerns voiced by the Roosevelt Is-
land residents to RIOC’s Public
Safety Department and to the
NYPD, we will continue to do so,
and welcome the input of all inter-
ested parties within the community
to assist us.

Erin Feely-Nahem, Chair

RIRA Public Safety Committee

To the Editor:

With regard to Ms. Torres’s com-
ments about the greening of the
Island, it is nice to read about all
the programs — but it would be
even nicer if RIOC would discour-
age parking on the Island, rather
than encouraging it with moves
like the new parking spaces on the
West Road, which eliminate any
plans for a continuous promenade
along the river for bicyclists and
pedestrians.

RIOC should also try to limit the
timing and sizes of trucks that sup-
pliers can use to deliver on the Is-
land. (The 28-ton weight limita-
tion has proven too high.)

Mogens Peterson
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To the Editor:

In his letter (The WIRE, March
26), Officer Evelio Fernandez
nailed on the head the events that
complicated his continuance on
Roosevelt Island. As a member of
RIRA’s Public Safety Committee,
I was truly dismayed by the behav-
1or I’ve seen, and the stress on writ-
ing a response to his letter that
carefully avoids taking responsibil-
ity. I’ve lost respect for the mem-
bers who were involved in this fi-
asco.

The people referred to in his let-
ter not only made it difficult for
him to continue in his chosen role,
serving the residents of the com-
munity, but they also gave no fore-
thought to the void that their un-
deserved actions would create in
police protection for Roosevelt Is-
land. Their phone calls were made
despite the fact that there was not
a single report of wrongdoing ever
presented to the committee, there
was no inquiry, and there was no
investigation.

I applaud Officer Fernandez for
his many years of service, and for
the times he put his safety on the
line to protect our residents and
support our Public Safety officers,
and wish him the best of luck in
his new position. The 114th
Precinct’s gain is our loss.

Joyce Mincheff

To the Editor:

With the likelihood of an insti-
tution of higher learning eventually
acquiring the Goldwater site, some
conditions must be included in any
plan approved.

The university should house a
number of their faculty, students,
and/or staff in existing Roosevelt
Island buildings. The Island has
suffered social isolation from the
buildings owned and operated by
medical facilities. There is little in-
teraction between those residents
and the rest of the community.

Any new university that would
move a campus onto the Island
should have to rent a number of
units in existing buildings. This
would motivate the residents to
become part of the community.

The last thing that the Island
needs is another 250-unit apart-
ment house for only staff, students,
and faculty. Part of education is
living in a community (not a glori-
fied dormitory).

Perhaps whatever university is
chosen will also undertake the
complete upgrade of the Coler
campus and stabilization of the
Smallpox Hospital. These would
be a great “give-back” to the Is-
land.

Let’s talk and discuss our input
before others decide for us.

Judith Berdy

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to
the community, and to/from officials. Requests
for a Name Withheld signature will be consid-
ered, but the writer’'s name, address, and phone
number must be provided for verification and
for our records; letters submitted anonymously
will not be published. Submit letters by e-mail
to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net or on a disk left
at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE. If you e-mail, expect a confirming
response and, if you receive none, resend and
call 212-826-9056 to alert us. Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra
time for typesetting. Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered, if brief. We are not able to
take telephone dictation of letters. All letters
are subject to acceptance and editing for
length and clarity. Recommended maximum
length, 350 words; longer letters will be consid-
ered if their content merits the required space.

Letters deadline for April 23
issue: Tue., Apr. 19, 5:00 p.m.



COMING UP

— This Weekend —
Unveiling of the FDR Hope Memorial Sculpture Design, tonight (Sat
Apr 9), 6-7pm, Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main St. Open to public; light

refreshments. (Story, page 1.)

Vernissage 10, the 10th-anniversary exhibit of the HE%@?&%&R
Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association (RIVAA),
closes tomorrow (Sun Apr 10). Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main St. Gallery
hours Sat-Sun, 11am-5pm; Wed & Fri, 6-9pm.

Magnolia Blossom Walk, Sun Apr 10, 11am, starting from The Octagon,

888 Main St., sponsored by the Historical Society and led by Judy Berdy.
$5 donation.

— Coming Week & Next Weekend —

English as a Second Language class (for all adult ages) starts Tue Apr
12, 10-12am, Youth Center, 506 Main Street. RIYP/Beacon program
sponsored by the Mayor’s Office of Adult Education. Free. To sign
up, just show up.

PS/IS 217 PTA School Tour, Wed Apr 13, 8:45am. RSVP required to
212-980-0294, ext 1010 or LRademaker@schools.nyc.gov. Additional tours
May 18 and Jun 1 (both Wed, 8:45am). (Ad, page 4.)

Submission deadline for 7he WIRE s Short-Story Contest, Wed Apr
13, Spm. (Details, page 12.)

Computer Orientation — Microsoft Word, Thu Apr 14, 10:30am, Li-
brary. Free. Limit of 10 students; sign up in advance at the NYPL branch.

Community Board 8 meets on Roosevelt Island, Thu Apr 14, 6:30pm,
Good Shepherd Community Center.

R&R Concert, Bach’s Goldberg Variations, Thu Apr 14, 7:30pm, Good
Shepherd Center. Salley Koo, violin; Ralph Allen, viola; Iris Jortner,
cello. Free; donations accepted. (Ad, page 9.) S—

Works on Paper by Annette R. Hochberg exhibition, Sat
Apr 16 thru Sun May 29, The Octagon Gallery, 888 Main
St. Opening Reception on Sun Apr 17, 2-5pm. Gallery
hours 9am-8pm daily.

Tennis Club Opening Day, Sat Apr 16, 10am, at the
Octagon Courts, sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Tennis Association.
(Story, page 14.)

Author Reading by Islander Fred Phillips from his newly
published book of poetry, From the Cauldron, Sat Apr
16, 1pm, Library. Free.

Opening Reception for Blanket of Ash and Lapilli, an &
exhibition of art by loan Popoiu, Sat Apr 16, 6-9pm, §
Gallery RIVAA. Gallery hours Sat-Sun 11am-5pm, Wed
& Fri 6-9pm. Continues through May 22.

— Continuing —

Wheelchair Basketball, Sat, 10am-1pm, Sportspark.

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 2-6pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Swimming at Sportspark, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed Fri 7:30-10:30pm,
Thu 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 12-3pm. Adults (18-up) Tue 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 4-
7pm. Adults $5, children 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 and
under. Schedule of classes and activities at nyc10044.com/z/0].

Infant Lapsit, stories for ages 0-18 months, Mon, 10:30am, Library.

UNO for teens, Mon, 4pm, Library.

Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon, 7:30pm. Info: 212-751-9577.

Knitting & Crochet Group, Tue, 10am, Library. Adults.

Living Library After-School Program, Tue, Wed, Thu, 3-6pm, PS/IS
217 Beacon. Open to all. Information: 347-724-5529.

Ping Pong: Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark. Class, Wed,
6-9pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Toddler Story Time (ages 18-36 months), Wed, 11am, Library.

RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Wed, 3-5pm, 591 Main St.

Constituent Service Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff,
first Wed of each month, 4-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Island Office Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner and/or staff,
every Thu, 3-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Game On @ Roosevelt Island for ages 13-18. Thu, 4pm, Library;
Japanese comics/novels.

Robots for Kids ages 6-13, Thu, 6:30-8pm, Youth Program, 506 Main
St., 2nd fl. Information: 917-751-2900.

— Future Weeks —

Computer Orientation — Excel Spreadsheets, Thu Apr 21, 10:30am,
Library. Free. Limit of 10 students; sign up in advance at the NYPL
branch.

Book Discussion, Life Is Short But Wide by J. California Cooper, Thu
Apr 21, 6:30pm, Library.

The Main Street WIRE — Sat April 23. Advertising deadlines: Display

ads, Wed Apr 13; decision date for circulars/in-

serts, Tue Apr 19; 5,500 copies

due Thu Apr 21. Additional is- e

sues in 2011: May 7, 21; Jun 4, TheWIRE

18; Jul 2; Aug 27; Sep 10, 24; Oct 8, 22; Nov 5,

19; Dec 10. Dates for 2012 listed online in the

Lo LML S WIRE archive on Website NYC10044.com at
nyc10044.com/z/0r. News phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters,
917-617-0449. Press releases by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. Ad-
vertising (display and classified): 917-587-3278.

Registration starts for Roosevelt Island Day Nursery’s full-day infant
and toddler programs, Wed Apr 27, at the Day Nursery, 4 River Road.
Information: 212-935-3747 or ridn.org. (Ad, page 8.)

Computer Orientation — Internet, Thu Apr 28, 10:30am, Library.
Free. Limit of 10 students; sign up in advance at the NYPL branch.

Cherry Blossom Festival, Sat Apr 30, time to be announced. Japanese
music and food in solidarity with earthquake/tsunami victims.

Cherry Blossom Walk, Sun May 1, 11am, starting at the visitor kiosk at
the Tram station. Sponsored by the Historical Society and led by Judy
Berdy. $5 donation. More ComingUp on page 14

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby
desk at 531 Main Street,

A couple of Saturdays ago, I had the great pleasure
of presenting some songs, some schmoozing, and
some guitar-picking at Gallery RIVAA to a packed
audience. Again, | want to thank the Roosevelt Is-
land Visual Art Association and its president, Tad
Sudol, for inviting me. I had a ball and, as no one
threw ripe tomatoes at me, I’'m assuming that my per-
formance was not judged too painful. My wife (and

RIRA Secretary)

Sherie Helstien, who

is a classically trained Th e

singer, and I per-

formed a little Brazil- R I R A

ian number as an en-
core. This was a spe-

cial joy, as we have C I

nevejr f}(l)und music to O um n
do together and so,

this was a first on any stage! Sherie has performed
operatic roles, lieder, and art songs, and I was tickled
to accompany her on music within my capacity to
play.

Upcoming RIRA Events

The RIRA Social, Cultural and Educational Services
Committee has been hard at work planning some
amazing programs. I’lllet the chair, Lynne Shinozaki,
tell you about them:

Exciting times are coming to Roosevelt Island. Here
is just a taste of what we have in store for you! In the
next few months, we are co-sponsoring one event a
month. Starting us off will be the First Annual
Cherry Blossom Festival, Saturday, April 30. This
year, we will dedicate a grove of cherry trees to the
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people of Japan and our Japanese neighbors in an act
of solidarity with those affected by the earthquake
and tsunami. You will have the opportunity to give
directly to Japan relief organizations and know that
the dollars raised
that day will go to
organizations that
are supporting re-
lief efforts. There
will be traditional
music and demon-
strations, Japanese
foods, and, we
hope, tastings to
make this a really
special event.

The next event
planned is Roose-
velt Island Skate
Experience on
Health and Fitness
Day, Saturday,
May 14. We will
co-sponsor the

Matthew Katz, President
event as a fund-  Rooseveltlsland Residents Association
raiser for RIRA. It e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net
will be held at the Child School on Main Street, and
is supported by the building management companies
of Roosevelt Island.

Following that will be an opportunity for you to
meet your neighbors and get to know more about
RIRA at a Networking Breakfast. These will be held
See RIRA, page 13

The WIRE publishes The RIOC Column and The RIRA Column
as a service to RIOC, RIRA, and the community, and does not control or censor either.

It’s been a busy couple of weeks, with good news
to report on the Commercial Space Master Lease, the
Red Bus system, a new pool-membership structure
for Sportspark, and the Good Shepherd Community
Center.

Retail Space Master Lease

I am pleased to announce that we have come to ten-

tative terms on the Commercial Space Master Lease.

AI! the necessary re-

Pusiic Authorities  TH@
RIOC
Column

Law should be com-
pleted in time for the
May 23 Board meet-
ing. We look forward
to working with a
master lessee to up-
grade the Island’s
commercial corridor.
Red Bus Management

I know many of you have expressed concern about
the Red Bus schedule and stops. It is an issue we are
concerned about, too. Getting it right is one of our
top priorities.

To that end, I am happy to report that we have hired
Cyril “Cy” Opperman, a bus operations expert with
over 31 years of experience. Cy comes to us from
the New York City Transit Authority, where he worked
his way up from bus operator to General Superinten-
dent of the West Farms Depot. I know he’ll be a great
asset to the Red Bus operations.

Cy’s priorities are safety and the schedule. He’s a
hands-on manager, and has been riding the buses for
a few weeks prior to his official start. So, if you see
Cy on the bus, say hello. I know he’s eager to hear
from residents about their Red Bus experience.

Sportspark Pool Membership

Beginning in May, RIOC will be offering dis-
counted pool memberships. For more information on
the membership program, please visit www.RIOC.ny.gov.

Good Shepherd Renovations
Every day, Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

staff is busy making repairs and working on construc-
tion projects big and small. One of our current large
projects is the renovation of Good Shepherd Com-
munity Center.

The community
center was built as
a church in 1889 to
serve the residents
of the many alms-
houses that were
constructed on Wel-
fare Island, as
Roosevelt Island
was then known.
The structure was
landmarked in 1975.

Over the years, it
has continued to
serve religious pur-
poses, but also be-
came the site of nu-
merous community
meetings, concerts,
and other events.
You can find more
information on the
www.goodshepherdchapel.net.

RIOC has been working to make much-needed re-
pairs to the Center, and over the next several months
we’ll embark on a complete renovation of the Center’s
plaza. Our overall goal is to maintain or restore the
original look and feel of the Center and plaza.

As I mentioned in a recent column, we have al-
ready begun, and in some cases completed, work on
the Center’s interior. We’ve replaced the floor and
doors in the downstairs community room, and are now
working on replacing the heating, ventilation, and
cooling system. We’ll also replace the fire-alarm and
fire-suppression systems, now nearly 30 years old.

The Center’s red doors and the wood church floor
are also in a state of great disrepair. We believe that

See RIOC, page 10

Leslie Torres, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
e-mail: LTorres@RIOC.com

center’s website at

Senior Center

Monday
9:30 Ballroom Dancing
11:00 Tai Chi

Thursday
9:30 Stronger Bones
10:45 Ping Pong

Special Events
Atlantic City trip, today (Sat Apr

9),9
0 T e 12:30 Movie Las)t’ De:;fl for Tax Help, Tue Apr
6:00 Yoga with Nurit 12, 9am- 1pm )
Friday Pl ’ . F Apr 1
Tuesday Office closed April 22 3?35;‘;1‘1"“& ri Apr 15,

9am-1pm Tax Help (last day 4/12)
9:30 Chinese Massage

10:20 Shoppers’ Bus

11:00 Blood Pressure

2:00 Paint & Sculpt

7:30 Games (RISA)

Wednesday each month)
9:30 Yoga Stretch (except 4/20)
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus

10:30 Computers

10:30 Spanish

9:30 Yoga Stretch (except 4/22)
10:30 English as 2nd Language
10:30 Ballroom Dancing

11:15 Nutrition Lecutre (4/22)
1:00 Korean Games

6:00 Ballroom Dancing (last Fri

Safety Workshop presented by
the Department of Transporta-
tion, Wed Apr 27, 10:45am

7:00 Games (RISA)

Home-delivered meals —
212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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@ ALL SAINTS CHURCH %
Caster Serbices
April 17 Palm Sunda; 10:00 am PS/IS 2 1 7 PI‘A

April 20 Holy Wednesday Agape Supper 6:30 pm

April 21 Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist with
Foot Washing 7:00 pm

w22 Good Friday Ly o INVITES YOU
Stations of the Cross 6:00 pm TO A

April 23 Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil 8:00 pm

April 24 Easter Day Festive Choral Eucharist 10:00 am SCHOOL TOUR

Every Sunday, Choral Eucharist, 10:am
230 East 60th Street, Manhattan

o X 212.758.0447 Www.zllsglintsnyc.O;g N WedneSday, ApI‘ll 13
ne subway stop away or around the corner from the tram We dneS day, May 1 8
=s- MAKE A RESERVATION Wednesday, June 1
ITINERT 7
ﬁp@ @@?@5@ All tours start at 8:45 am
, e PLEASE RSVP TO
( _ Lauraine Rademaker,
'-a%‘::a;dggzm Parent Coordinator at

212-980-0294 ext. 1010
or rademaker@schools.nyc.gov

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

website ContinentalCL.com ¢ corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 - 24hrs - 718.507.8006

S&S CALABRO -- Store Hours

Monday-Thursday, 11am-9pm

Established 1971 P IZZ E R I A Friday-Saturday, 11am-10pm

. - Sunday, 12pm-9pm
( { e oo Family Special e ° WINES & SPIRITS
. Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi — $16.50 .

=N +12 garlic knots — only $17.50 * Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island

T Cheese Pie: Large $14.00, Medium $11.50 from Wednesday to Sunday!
hoice of topping $2.50 ext

Lo Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta 718-706-WINE (9463)

Get 2-liter | Hawaiian Pizza — Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50 .
Pepsi Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00 Bl ueStreakW| ne.com
— FREE DELIVERY 11am-9pm — 4720 Center Boulevard

b carps  118-278-5262 Long Island City 11109

now accepted 30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

Longtime Island resident will feed and
lovingly care for your cat while you
are away, making sure your pet is
safe and happy at home. (Will also
help with mail, plants, etc.) References
available.

Call 212-751-8214 or 917-587-3278.

Fusi East

japanese bistro

455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11am-11pm
212-583-1688 » 212-583-1689
All major credit cards accepted
Free delivery for orders $15 and over
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RMSIFEDES

_ROOSEVELT ISLAND -
OUR ‘WELCOME SPRING' SALE!

Fuel, High USDA Choice Beef

octane or
Unleaded Bone-In

2\

9
Lettu;
Cwq9' ¢ f

each

ShopRite ShopRite |or white
Domestlc American
Cheese

$499‘ \\}$399 4{‘

Bud or Bud-2/[ . 100z ‘a“

Li ht Beer ™" Bustelo .-~
J 95 CrsTEDES Coffee Bl?sﬁ%w

599

SAVING CARD
-

Cotton Swabs

$39

EllloslAS)-tSdIvi_ct_eI Turkey Hill ||ShopRite ream‘ ShopRite Z2=

Pizza" =22 |Ice Cream Cheese Bars

EMGS .~ -F == Assorted Varletles' e
- P gt r:hm:
16 oz Z.

CREAM CHEESE
GRISTEDES PHARMACY COUPON

v /
On any new or transferred prescription. I Regular or Diet
Limit one coupon per prescription, one per I RTTTTTE
shoppmg family. Not valid on third party I /‘ WITHYOUR =%

insurance co-pay. Void where prohibited by 1<  BONUS W
law or contract. Not valid on mail order. - SIS CARD
Cannot be used with IGT Card.

Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island I
Expires April 22, 2011 022 | I

= o WY
---------------------------

PICK UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS * PRICES EFFECTIVE TO 4122111

(&)

\Dcea\n Spray\
~“Cranberry Juices
> Cockta s
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Early one recént morning, a Red Bus loaded passengers at the
For a majority of Roosevelt Islanders who

subway station.

)

commute, the Red Bus is their most frequent contact with the
services of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.

Red Bus from page 1

“Am I a New Yorker? One hun-
dred percent.”

Asked how he would go about
rating his staff of drivers,
Opperman said, “I’ll ride the buses.
You’ve got to get on it.”

Operations Committee Chair
Jonathan Kalkin told Opperman
that he sees the NextBus system,
based on Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) transmitters on every

happening on Roosevelt Island, but
he was suggesting that not all driv-
ers are happy with real-time elec-
tronic reporting of their perfor-
mance.

Opperman chatted with mem-
bers of the Operations Committee
and visitors for about a half hour.

“The secret is headway,” he said,
meaning the intervals between
buses. “You don’t maintain bus

Opperman, right, was introduced to members of the RIOC Board’s
Operations Advisory Committee and guests last week. Clockwise from

left:

RIOC Board member Michael Shinozaki, RIOC Controller Steve

Chironis, RIOC Vice President Fernando Martinez (to whom Opperman
will report), RIOC Boad member Howard Polivy, RIRA President Matthew
Katz, and committee chair Jonathan Kalkin.

bus, as an important tool. But he
echoed two problems voiced by
RIOC Vice President Fernando
Martinez (The WIRE, March 26):
“The drivers have got to turn it on,
and they’ve got to enter the right
job number.” Otherwise, the sys-
tem can’t generate meaningful re-
ports. Later, someone mentioned
that the drivers also need to turn
the system off when they park the
buses; otherwise, someone waiting
for a Red Bus at 40 River Road,
checking NextBus readout on a
mobile device, could get the wrong
idea — that a bus is just a minute
away, while it’s actually parked in
the yard behind Motorgate. “At
this point,” Kalkin said, “we don’t
have the data and can’t rely on the
system.”

Responding, Opperman said that
City bus operators sometimes
fouled the system by putting tin-
foil around the transmitter anten-
nas. He wasn’t suggesting that’s

WIRE seeks

Webmaster for

steady date.
212-826-9056

spacing, you get bunching.” A
Residents Association (RIRA)
Common Councilor, Aaron Ham-
burger, said, “The most important
goal is a reliable and predictable
schedule.”

Indeed, rider complaints re-
ceived at a RIRA e-mail address
have centered on the dependability
of the system — concern that arriv-
ing Trams are not being met by buses
during non-rush hours and during the
homebound rush, and that sched-
uling is not reliable during the
morning rush, leading to uncer-
tainty and delays for riders.

“Look at the geography of the
Island,” Opperman said. “God for-
bid somebody gets a flat!”

Martinez said RIOC still plans a
community meeting, to talk about
bus service, for late April. “I know
we have problems,” he said, then
added that hiring Opperman means
that “we’re addressing the manage-
ment issues. I feel very excited
about having him on board.”

Kalkin said, “In its own way, this
is probably the most important job
on the Island.”

“I’ll be on the buses Monday
morning,” Opperman said.

He was.

Goldwater from page 1

running. And as Stanford’s spokes-
person, Lisa Lapin, told The WIRE
regarding the university’s next
steps, “There are still many out-
standing questions about how the
City plans to proceed.”

Among local candidates, Colum-
bia University scientists, critical of
the solicitation by EDC, sounded
off in the campus publication, The
Spectator. Physics department
chair William Zajc said bluntly that
Mayor Bloomberg should spend
“more time exploring the great re-
source that is Columbia.”

Even so, Columbia is a partici-
pant in two separate proposals to
EDC, one for a joint research cen-
ter with the City University of New
York and the other for a genomics
research facility in conjunction
with New York University, the
New York Genome Center, and six
other institutions. Locations indi-
cated in their proposals, if any,
were not disclosed.

“Obviously it’s going to be ex-
tremely competitive, and we hope
that we’re chosen as one of the fi-
nalists,” said Tom Maniatis, chair of
Columbia’s department of biochem-
istry and molecular biophysics.

President Nam-Pyo Ush of Ko-
rea Advanced Institute of Science
and Technology (KAIST), a Ko-
rean University mentioned promi-
nently by EDC in its press release,
included a curious statement in his
annual message: “Recently, New
York City of the United States in-
vited KAIST to establish a campus
in New York City with their ‘sig-
nificant commitment in the form of
capital and City-controlled land.
[GJiven KAIST s outstanding repu-
tation in the academic and re-
search community, we would be ex-
cited for you to work with us on
this initiative. As we learn more
about your vision for a presence
in New York, we will work closely
with you to ensure the optimal de-
gree of support [to] achieve your
ambitions and priorities,”” seem-
ing to indicate a commitment of
some kind already in place. An-
other possible implication is that
multiple research facilities might
be built with City support and as a
result of the EDC request.

The possibility of more than a
single proposal being accepted was
part of the discussion when resi-
dent RIOC director Jonathan
Kalkin discussed the subject of
Stanford’s proposal in the public
portion of a meeting of the Real Es-
tate Development Advisory Com-
mittee, which he heads. Kalkin
advised the committee that he has
already taken steps toward engag-
ing with both EDC and Stanford.

“I"d like to get us to be part of
the conversation,” Kalkin asserted.

Wednesday night, the RIRA Common
Council chose Denise Shull to chair a
subcommittee that will seek a role for the
community in the way the Goldwater

property is used.

The Institutions and
Partners Interested in
City’s Offer of Properties

According to the New York City EDC, the following universi-
ties and other entities have responded with interest in building a
science and research center in New York in response to their re-
quest. In addition to Roosevelt Island, sites on Governor’s Island
and in Brooklyn are being offered.

Abo Akadmi University, Finland

Amity University, India

Carnegie Mellon University with Steiner Studios

Cornell University

Columbia University and the City University of New York

The Cooper Union

Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, India

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology, Korea

New York University, Carnegie Mellon, the City University
of New York, the University of Toronto, and IBM

The New York Genome Center, with Albert Einstein College
of Medicine, Columbia University Medical Center,
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Mount Sinai
School of Medicine, New York University, Rockefeller
University, and the Jackson Laboratory

Purdue University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Stanford University

The Stevens Institute of Technology
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, Israel

The University of Chicago

The University of Warwick, United Kingdom

“When we met with EDC, they
said they were interested in com-
munity reaction. So, I would like
to have formal statements of inter-
est so that when they [the univer-
sities] make their final proposals,
they think of the community, not
just about building on the south-
ern end of the Island and not how
they are going to add to the com-
munity.”

“We’re not going away,” added
RIOC president Leslie Torres.
“We’re here.”

Kalkin strongly recommended
an alliance between RIOC and the
community, represented by RIRA,
in a show of unity. Initial steps
have been taken. He introduced
Denise Shull, a RIRA representa-
tive from The Octagon, and read a
letter she has drafted that would
invite all of the universities en-
gaged in the proposal process to
launch a mutually supportive rela-
tionship with the community.

Shull told the WIRE that Frank
Farance, chair of RIRA’s Planning
committee, “is going to put a mo-
tion forward to form the subcom-
mittee tomorrow night [April 6].”
The subcommittee would focus at-
tention specifically on the EDC
proposals.

RIOC resident Board members

present (Kalkin, Margie Smith,
Kathie Grimm, Fay Christian, and
Howard Polivy) agreed that Island
residents were uniformly positive
about Stanford’s proposal, with
only a single negative comment re-
ported.

Both RIOC and RIRA will be ac-
tively engaging with EDC and,
very likely, its list of interested
university partners, although spe-
cific actions remain in the forma-
tive stages. With final proposals
expected this summer and the des-
ignation of a winner by the end of
the year, the coming months may
critically change the community
environment on Roosevelt Island,
a fact about which those involved
are mindful.

As for Stanford, Lapin told the
WIRE that “on-campus conversa-
tions continue. The Stanford Board
of Trustees held another discussion
this week and President Hennessy
will discuss it at his annual address
to the Academic Council next
week, and will be joined in that
conversation by Jim Plummer,
dean of the School of Engineering,
and Bob Reidy, our vice president
for land, buildings, and real estate.
Beyond that, we are waiting for
further word and direction from

NYC EDC.”
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Professmnal /é“w
Tax ‘

April

My little April lady,

Of sunshine and of showers,

She weaves the old spring magic,
And breaks my heart in flowers!
But when her moods are ended,
She nestles like a dove;

Then, by the pain and rapture,

| know her name is Love.

-Henry Van Dyke
1852-1933

on Roosevelt Island

e Fast Service & Reasonable Fees

e Free E-Filing -’e
e Refund Anticipation Loans ,gsg ¥ f'
e A new service onl Roosevelt Island that

allows you to Drop-Off & Pick-Up
your tax return at your door station

Office Hours: Open All Week
Monday-Friday 10:00am-7:00pm
Saturday-Sunday 11:00am-3:00pm

ACCOUNTABLE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CORP.
599 MAIN STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10044
212-644-8231 www.accountfin.com

Your Friendly Neighborhood Tax Preparer & Financial Planning Office

See you at Trellis!

21 2-752 1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

JUST BULBS"

|
: .
'ewark $68+toll|

- Y .
‘ The Light Bulb Store. O
220 East 60th Street
* (Bet. 2 Ave & 3 Ave) 5
New York, New York 10022

Tel (212) 888-5707 Fax (212) 888-5704 @™

Iler A XN )

$2 off any fare $25 or over
Save this Coupon

Ask for your special Rl resident’s discount card

CHINA 1 KITCHEN iASTQRIA.LAU.N.P.R.&.QLEA_NE,R_S_i

Delicious Chinese Health Food I WASH DRY : PANTS

Order for Delivery or Take-Out : & FOLD & SKIRTS
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine |

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663 | |15% OFF 20% OFF

I
I
I
I
I
|
S ermerm sy FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY — )_gl
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to

|
|
— yvour liking. Catering for all ocecasions. | R = '
: — || SHIRTS ™o s " | DRESSES
|
|
|
|
|

to your office or home

Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m. : |
&BLOUSES 7183742000 ~ &SUITS

R Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight
23-17 31 Street, Astoria NY 11105

J& FAST Free Delivery (min. $§6) & " ; ‘
& 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island F1] 20 /o OFF Z Out Exnplicais s on Quelhy 20 /o OFF
N ‘Try us and you won't go anywhere else.
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The FAMILY CENTER

Where Children and Parents
Make Friends for Life

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG

For information on classes for toddlers and
school aged children please e-mail
islandkidsri@gmail.com.

ISLAND KIDS SUMMER CAMP 2011

FOR CHILDREN AGED 4-10
(must be entering Kindergarten or older in September 2011)

SWIMMING
SPORTS
VISUAL ARTS
FIELD TRIPS AND MORE!!

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 9-4PM

Children aged 4-6  $285 per week
Children aged 7-10 $270 per week
Includes all program fees including field trips

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG FOR PROGRAM DETAILS AND FOR REGISTRATION
INFORMATION E-MAIL ISLANDKIDSRI@GMAIL.COM or call 646-752-3839 WITH ANY QUESTIONS

RooseverT [staND [Day N ursery
Full Day Programs for Infants and Toddlers

, Inc.

A postcard is perfect...

o ;"‘ |K‘

|--1w-'—-—-—

Registration

for all infant and toddler programs begins on

Wednesday, April 27, 2011

Space is available for July 2011 — June 2012

You owe somebody a letter and the time keeps passing while the guilt
and feelings of unfulfilled obligation grow. It's a perfect time for an
undemanding postcard-size note, and this card makes it unique to you as a
Roosevelt Islander. Actual size 5.5 x 4.25 inches. Sold in batches of 10 for
$4.50, any quantity. Limited edition of this WIRE photo taken the day the
new Tram opened. (Note the reflection of the other cabin running in
parallel.) Reverse side notes 11/30/10 Tram re-launch date. On hand now.
Proceeds support (& check payable to) The WIRE. Send order to WIRE,

531 Main #413, NYC 10044. Registration will take place at the Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
Name located at 4 River Road.
Address Financial Aid is available to those who qualify.

City/ST/zip (if not RI)

For more information check our website www.ridn.org
E-mail &/or phone or call (212) 935-3747.

Cards will be delivered to Island addresses with doorkeepers; if no
doorkeeper, we'll notify you by e-mail or phone to pick up your cards.
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PILATES + TAP -+ CHIKUNG -+ BALLET STRENGTH & STRETCH + CREATIVE DRAMA - JAZZ
S W

2011 MAIN STREET TEEN THEATRE >

: ety _‘ NOW AT MST&DA! :
> RN m UZVMEA ‘
< . ;
‘ ' COMING SOO N! 2
= o
: MAY 20 - 23 D
2' MAIN STREET CHILPREN'S THEATRE >
P prese?lfs ‘ I.:
E A Part of The BROAPWAY JUNIOR COLLECTION™ \ | ON m ’ A A VYN §
. BOOk b L Yi es b Musi ¢ b A Part of The BE(OAVWAY JUNIOR GOLLECTlONTM. ;
. JOSEPHSTEIN SHELDON HARNICK JERRY BOCK Paok & k‘;’r’::s'“’ sn%fhm ’
¥ Produced on the New York Stage by HAROLD PRINCE BasedVUpon he Novel "My Love N{’y Love” by 20 M - <
8 :nglnal P;);;cnon Dlrecie: & Choreograll)\l‘llled by JIERDOME ROBBINY Originally Directed & Choreographed on Broadway by Graciela Daniele ?\
t; Director/Choreographer usical Director MUSICAL DIRECTION & CHOREOGRAPHY BY PHILLIP BETTENCOURT >
: ERIC SYDNOR PHILLIP BETTENCOURT []NE 3 5 — .
w  Ewe-— . l Y 3
g FRIDAY, MAY 6 8:00 PM. & 0 MAIN STREET TEEN THEATRE PRESENTS =
v SATURDAY MAY 7 2005 800PM.| £ :% THE COMPLETE WORKS OF S
4 o -
T SUNDAY, MAY & T7:00 PM. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE -
BOX OFFICE OPENS APRIL 23! (ABE)%PIQED) 3

N TICKETS $15 (SENIORS/STUDENTS $10) ADAM LONG, DANIEL SINGER & JESS WINFIELD m
o MAT SEATS 5 (CHILDREN AGES 4-10 ONLY) SN EGH p
1 — ~
% CONTACTUS: 212-371-4449 ORINFOMSTDA.ORG R
548 MAIN STREET ROOSEVELT ISLAND NEW YORK 10044 g

AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD “

feliconcerts anterson

The Rosemarie & Robin Russell Family Concert Series presents

Variations

J.S. Bach: The Goldberg Variations

Salley Koo violin
Ralph Allen viola
Iris Jortner ccllo

APRIL 14, 2011

7:30 PM THURSDAY

Good Shepherd Center Admission is FREE

the landmarked 1889 church at 543 main street contributions to r&r concerts welcome

Provocative Masterworks R&R TwoFest

MAY 19 JUN 25 JUL 1 TS g P

7:30 PM THURSDAY 8 PM SATURDAY 8 PM FRIDAY of upcoming concerts
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Housing

Ground Lease Extension
To 2068 for Rivercross

The Rivercross ground lease has
been extended.

Under the deal that became final
on March 29, the extension will run
to 2068, when New York City will
resume control of Roosevelt Island.

A memo to shareholders of the
co-operative said, “With an exten-
sion of the ground lease in place,
we are working on refinancing
Rivercross’s present mortgage with
a view toward borrowing the ad-
ditional funds required to under-
take the capital improvements that
would be necessary to make the
building more energy-efficient and
improve the heating (replacement
of all windows and replacement
and insulation of all heating
units).”

The memo said the cost of the
anticipated work is estimated at
$15 million. “At today’s market
interest rates, it is our expectation
that a refinancing and additional
borrowing can be accomplished
without any further increase in
maintenance beyond the 5% al-
ready scheduled for September
2011

The memo goes on to address the
question of “privatization,” which
has become the catch-word for re-
moving New York State and
Mitchell-Lama regulations from
the building’s management, saying
the lease extension and refinanc-
ing leaves “completion of tax ar-
rangements with ESDC (Empire
State Development Corporation) as
the primary outstanding item that
needs to be accomplished in order
to implement the affordability plan
that we worked out with DHCR
(the State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal) in 2009 for

The WIRE seeks
righters who no
how to spel and

taking Rivercross out of the
Mitchell-Lama program.”

The Rivercross board of direc-
tors has, in the past, indicated that
a favorable tax arrangement with
ESDC is critical to keeping the
building affordable. A two-thirds
vote of shareholders will ultimately
be required to complete a depar-
ture from State control. Depend-
ing on the final structure of a
Mitchell-Lama-exit package,
shareholders will be able to sell
their apartments at a considerable
markup over pricing under
Mitchell-Lama; however, the plan
will include “flip-taxes,” or trans-
fer fees, to divert a chunk of such
profits into the building’s treasury.

Within the building, there have
been three sources of opposition to
a departure from Mitchell-Lama.
One is the conviction held by some
residents that others, in the future,
should have the same chance at
low-cost acquisition of an apart-
ment that they had when they
bought in. Another is a contention
that small apartments effectively
subsidize the larger apartments be-
cause of the original apportioning of
shares; the building’s board of direc-
tors has disputed that view. A third
is anxiety about sustaining long-term
affordability of shareholders’
monthly maintenance costs.

Rivercross became eligible for
privatization over 10 years ago, but
it was hampered in earlier efforts
by management changes at RIOC
(whose Board of Directors had to
approve the ground-lease exten-
sion) and by the complexity of de-
vising a plan acceptable to all in-
terested governmental parties.

Two other buildings, Island
House and Westview, are anticipat-
ing some form of “privatization,”
a term of art in real estate that
means relinquishing a State-
backed mortgage, but has been ex-
tended in common use to mean

RIRA

Departure of Community Policing
Officer Results in an Angry Exchange

Wednesday night’s meeting of the Common Coun-
cil of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association
(RIRA) briefly became a pitched verbal brawl over
events surrounding the reassignment of NYPD officer
Evelio Fernandez, who had been the 114th Precinct’s
presence here and, earlier, an officer in the Island’s
Public Safety Department. It took RIRA President

Matthew Katz over 10 minutes to restore order as the
dispute raged.

The continuing disagreement centers on events that
followed phone calls made by two members of RIRA’s
Public Safety Committee, which they contend were
innocent queries about procedures for securing the
assignment of a different officer to the Roosevelt Is-
land post, known as Sector Robert.

Early in Wednesday night’s

argument, Erin Feely-Nahem
read her letter to The WIRE t

her fellow Common Council

of the 114th precinct during a brief community-rela-
tions visit to the meeting. He said that Fernandez’s
performance on Roosevelt Island had earned an ad-
vancement, and that he had not been reassigned as a
result of any phone calls. But, during the later argu-
ment, Mincheff expressed her belief that the com-
mander would not have been aware of the proximate
cause of the Fernandez reassign-
ment. Her letter on the matter also
appears in this issue along with
Feely-Nahem’s, but neither letter
suggests the vehemence of
Mincheft’s denunciation of the
Reid and Feely-Nahem calls, or the
intensity of Reid’s and Feely-
Nahem’s denial that their calls had
done harm to anyone.

The disagreement, which has
simmered for a few months, was
also fueled by the public release of
areport of the RIRA Public Safety
Committee in which officer
Fernandez’s name appeared. The
report was then posted on an
internet blog and tempers flared
when the blogger refused, for a pe-
riod, to redact Fernandez’s name.
(He ultimately did.)

In his presentation at the start of Wednesday night’s
meeting, the commander of the 114th said that no re-
placement has been assigned to Sector Robert, added
that Fernandez’s transfer to the 113th Precinct was a
reward for good performance on the Island, and re-
peated a number of times, “I am not saying I won ¥
assign someone here, but there are cutbacks and we

members...

Longtime RIRA Councilor Joyce
Mincheff, who is a member of the
committee and also serves as the
president of the Roosevelt Land-
ings Residents Association, con-
tends that the calls effectively “de-
famed” Fernandez and caused him
to be removed from the Island beat.
She said that Roosevelt Landings
is the building in greatest need of
an NYPD presence, shouting, “You
have put my building at risk.” She
said Fernandez himself had said as
much in a March 26 letter pub-
lished in The WIRE, writing,“It is
not likely that my position here will

...as Roosevelt Landings
representative Joyce Mincheff paused
in her challenge blasting actions of the
Public Safety Committee that Feely-

L —

departure from all State control.
Roosevelt Landings (Eastwood)
has already been removed from the
system, though it still has some
federal and New York State con-
trols under its departure plan.

rite sentenses
good.
212-826-9056

(seriously)

RlOC from page 3

the doors and floor are original to the building — making them more than
120 years old. We are looking to replace them and are also exploring
replacing the current asphalt roof shingles with slate, which was the
material originally used for the roof.

The bigger renovations are the ones we’ll make to the Center’s plaza,
including fixing the poor drainage, uneven pavement, cracked pavers,
and poor lighting in the area.

Here is a brief run-down of the work that will begin shortly. We hope
to have repairs completed by July. During the first phase or renova-
tions, visitors will be able to access the Center via the north side. Dur-
ing the second phase, access will be available through the west entrance.
We will have access for the disabled at all times.

Plaza Floor: Many of the current pavers are cracked and broken. We
will replace all the pavers with ones that are twice as thick, while main-
taining the current plaza design. We’ll also put in new trench drains.

Sidewalk: The z-brick sidewalk will be replaced with concrete. We
understand residents’ desire to keep the beautiful z-bricks. We, too,
would like to keep them, but there are no more z-brick manufacturers
from whom we can buy them.

Lighting: The lights will be replaced with the same light poles and
fixtures installed on Main Street.

Benches: We will replace the current benches with ones that better fit
with the look of the Center. We are considering adding additional
benches, and welcome input from the community. If you have sugges-
tions, please e-mail them to GSChapelproject@rioc.com or call us at 212-
832-4540, ext. 327.

You can get more information about the Center and plaza reconstruc-
tion by viewing the presentation on our website at rioc.ny.gov/pdf/
GSChapelProject.pdf.

F-Line Disruptions

I want to alert you to planned service disruptions on the F Line. This
weekend (April 9-11) and on the weekend of April 23-25, there will be
no northbound (Queens-bound) F train service at the Roosevelt Island
Station. RIOC will provide Tram service throughout the service disrup-
tion. For more information, please refer to www.MTA.info or www.RIOC.ny.gov.

be filled... So, to those who made
the phone calls, I say, “Your mali-
cious attempts to taint an officer’s
career ended up doing a disservice
to the community you were suppos-
edly serving.””

Supporting that contention, Mincheff argued that a
letter from the RIRA Public Safety Committee pub-
lished in this issue of The WIRE (page 2) should have
been an apology, “not a attempt to whitewash what
you did to this man.”

Her remarks were directed to the committee chair,
Erin Feely-Nahem, and a committee member, Romano
Reid. But they cited a statement by the commander

Thirty-seven -

Common

Councilors: ;

representing the

Island’s residents

were at Wednesday

night’s meeting. The °

sessions are held at.the

Good Shepherd :

unity Center, .

g er level, at 8:00 p.m.
" on the first Wednesday ~ .
" of each month. S

are short of manpower.” Citing this statement,
Mincheff later contended, “You won’t get an officer
assigned here until you apologize.”

Repeatedly ruled out of order by Katz, Mincheff
left the meeting. By then, at least a third of the 37 Com-
mon Council members who had been present at the start
of the session had left — some before the argument
erupted, but several who left as it continued well past,
and through, Katz’s attempts to impose order.




One of New York s oldest fine print galleries located just a half-block_
from the 60th Street Tram. ..

Phyllis Lucas Gallery

OLD PRINT CENTER

establizhed 1008

...Ouver 73 years of satisfying the changing fine art and design needs
of the greater New York community!

vAntique, Modern & Contemporary Prints, Paintings, &
Photographs

*Custom & Hand-Finished Framing for All Budgets
»Paper, Painting & Frame Restoration

»Large Collection of Paper. Silk & Fabnic Mats

Custom Mirrors

We invite you to call or visit to learn more about our services and fine art collections.

235 E. 60th St. between 2nd & 3rd Aves.
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2pm-5pm
www.phyllislucasgallery.com
212.755.1516
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FRelive the Exodus, discover the eternal
meaning of the Haggadah and enjox a
Seder complete with BMat=za h, wine,
and a wonderful dinner spiced

with the unigue traditbonal
customs of this special night.

First Seder &
Monday., April 18th 7:00pm

=i

Second Seder
Tuesday. &pril 19Sth 7:00pm

4S5 Main Strest
- . Sugpgested $36 - 5O

== RrRSVE =
= 212852 5680
=2 ITNechama@R IJewish.or
Tesssees i eatET S SR

Tutoring in English for Adults

« private, semi-private, and small classes
* Dbeginner, intermediate, or advanced
» flexible timing, reasonable rates

« Call Helene at 917-596-3072
» Experienced ESL Teacher

Give your apartment a life

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available — Use What You Have

Eurnh’:ure
UpAo/stery, S/ipcovers
\%//paper 6—4 7Eat,3'r'fc

Cm’pet é—« Area /ngs
A// \%nolow Featmem’:s'

7C/oor' é—« 7;'r"mce 71'_/95' V\‘*% =
Lig/rbing 11
Ca-r'pentry E c1n Levy
/(ftclwn /Qenovation Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

No jol) too small

,Dafm‘: é—« 7Caux 7Efnislves'
A// Accessor’ies
C/ose{: Design
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Eco-Iriendly Drycleaning

* Shirts Laundered
* Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA

Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

* Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
* Expert European Tailoring

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

ISLAND

www.rirctennis.com

GET MATCH TOUGH

COME JOIN ONE OF OUR PLAYING PROGRAMS:
EARLY BIRD, SINGLES LEAGUE OR DRILL & PLAY.
WE ALSO HAVE USTA TEAMS & TOURNAMENTS.

FOR INFORMATION ON ALL OUR ADULT PROGRAMS CONTACT
JAsoN SPEIRs AT 212.935.0250 x 4 or JSPEIRS@RIRCTENNIS.COM

with MIDI,
headphones,
silent-practice switch
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Wednesday Is Deadline in
WIRE's Roosevelt Island
Short Fiction Competition

It’s get-to-the-keyboard time as time dwindles to enter The WIRE'S
short-story contest. At press time, just one entry had been received, so
the competition is wide open. Rules are below, and there are no age
limits — but take special note of a key requirement: Story entries must
involve the Island.

The Main Street WIRE’s

first annual

Roosevelt Island
Short Story Contest

[Contest announced in The WIRE February 26]

Eligibility

* Anyone living or working on Roosevelt Island is eligible.

* Stories previously published are not eligible; you will retain rights for
future publication elsewhere.

* You can enter up to three stories, each separately.

 This is a one-size-fits-all competition. If response is good, we may
have age divisions next year.

Publication

* The Main Street WIRE reserves the right to publish any, all, or none of
the entries received, both in The WIRE and on Website NYC10044.
We hope that more than one short story will seem likely to be of
interest to our readers.

Story Length
* Because winning stories will probably be published in The WIRE,
there is a practical limit on length of about 4,500 words.

Story Content

* Make Roosevelt Island part of your story. The more cleverly, the
better. Because this is fiction, if you use real persons, provide their
complete contact information on a separate sheet of paper; we will
need to verify their assent to inclusion in what we publish. For that
reason, we recommend that you verify it in advance.

* Story must be suitable for the eyes of the young.

* Your story can take place in the past, present, or future, or any combi-
nation thereof, though most short stories involve one short span of
time and occur in one place.

The Prize

¢ Publication, of course, but this is art for art’s sake. On the other hand,
we’re likely to come up with some genuinely trivial prize (in addi-
tion to publication) that you can put on a bookshelf.

Submission Format

» Judging, by best-selling novelist and Roosevelt Islander Gwynne
Forster, will be blind. Therefore, submit your story with a cover
sheet that identifies you (name, phone number, e-mail address, street
address, and story title). If you are under 21, provide your age; if
you are under 18, provide a parent’s or guardian’s name and phone
number. Include your story on separate pages without any per-
sonal identification on those pages. (We will code the entry to
your top sheet before judging.)

* Submit your entry in digital form, using common wordprocessing
software like MSWord or WordPerfect. (If using an Apple prod-
uct, please provide your story in a form compatible with a PC —
and call if you have any concerns about how to do that.) Send it to
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net with the subject Short-story entry. Your e-
mail will be acknowledged; if you don’t receive an acknowledg-
ment, please call 212-826-9056. If not submitting by e-mail, call
to discuss specific arrangements.

* If you submit on paper, do not submit handwritten material. It must
be typed, double-spaced.

Submission Deadline
* Wednesday, April 13, 5:00 p.m.

Results Announced
* When we get to it; likely to be no later than mid-June.

Other Provisos

* We don’t guarantee there will be a winner, though we will be eager to
have one. We reserve the right to publish any, all, or none of the
stories received. Hey — take a shot.

» By submitting an entry, you certify that the writing is your original
work, and that you will indemnify 7he WIRE against any and all
claims of copyright violation or infringement.

* If you use foreign words and/or phrases, identify the language and
provide a translation (we’ll check it).

Questions?

» Call the WIRE editor at 212-826-9056 or send an e-mail to
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. To cover all the bases, include your e-mail
address in your phone message, or your phone number in your e-
mail message.

The WIRE may need distribution
help in your building.
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net

Plan for Island Retail Is On Track With
Hudson-Related, Jon Kalkin Reports

Main Street’s retail corridor is
headed for a bright new day, ac-
cording to the chair of the Real
Estate Development Advisory
Committee of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation’s Board of
Directors, Jonathan Kalkin.

“We’ve picked a partner —
Hudson-Related,” Kalkin told his
fellow RIOC Board members
Wednesday evening in a meeting
held at the Manhattan Park The-
ater Club. “They are interested in

helping out with the streetscape
and in talking with the community.
They’re interested in finding out
what the community wants.”

Hudson-Related was the only
proposer with an interest in all of
Main Street’s retail. Rivercross
had submitted a proposal limited
to the retail space within that
building, seeking to gain control
over the kinds of businesses rent-
ing within the Rivercross foot-
print.

Kalkin said that, under the plan
put forward by Hudson-Related,
RIOC will continue to receive its
present level of income from the
existing Main Street shops, with
the potential for more income as
empty storefronts are rented. ““So,
we’re not loing any revenue,”
Kalkin said.

No vote was taken Wednesday.
Kalkin promised to bring a specific
proposal before the Board soon.

“I’m excited,” he said.

FDR Hope from page 1

intended to memorialize Roosevelt as an inspiration
“for all who strive to overcome challenges,” accord-
ing to a press release provided by the subcommittee.

“Roosevelt Island was so named to reflect a com-
mitment to an integrated community where the dis-
abled move freely, live independently, and develop
to their fullest potential,” says the group’s mission
statement. “The FDR Hope Memorial will educate
future generations about FDR and about Roosevelt
Island, a vital community of ‘enabled’ residents.”

Jim Bates, President of the Roosevelt Island Dis-
abled Association, said the memorial will be “a place
of comfort, hope, understanding, and inspiration.”

Dr. Jack Resnick, internist on Roosevelt Island and
a member of the subcommittee, notes that “Roosevelt
spent much of his adult life in a wheelchair. The po-
lio virus, which infected him in 1921 at the age of 39,
left him with almost no use of his legs. Twelve years
later, following a term as Governor of New York, he
became President of the United States and went on to
save the country from economic calamity — and [to
save] the world from Hitler.”

Meredith Bergmann is a New York-based artist. Her
public works include a portrayal of singer Marian
Anderson and, in Boston, the Women’s Memorial.
Committee members were impressed with
Bergmann’s “potential to develop and communicate
the mission of the FDR Hope Memorial [that] will
help to bring about a work of art that will inspire gen-
erations,” according to their press release.

Bergmann points out that the nearby Franklin D.
Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park, designed in 1974 by

This Rooseveltfamily
photo is said to be the
inspiration for the
FDR Hope Memorial

architect Louis Kahn, and now under construction just
to the south of the memorial’s future site, will include
only a sculpted head of FDR. “Four Freedoms Park
will be both beautiful and contemplative, but because
of its idiom and the era of its design it will not depict
the human body, and the human body is an important
part of our subject,” she said. “Until the 20th cen-
tury, sculptors routinely turned to the human body
when they wanted to evoke inspiration. Here, in the
Hope Memorial, we are not only allowed to use the
human body to inspire, we are joyfully required to do
sO0.

“For me, an artist who believes in the power of figu-
rative sculpture to represent people as well as abstrac-
tions, it is inspiring to sculpt a leader who was so
inspiring. FDR never wanted his disability to have a
place in his presidency, but he led our nation into some
of the most important reforms ever enacted — reforms
that allowed us as a community to benefit from what
the vulnerable members of our community have to
offer.”

Bergmann’s design will be presented publicly for
the first time tonight at Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main
Street, from 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Initial funding for the FDR Hope Memorial comes
from a generous grant from the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Four Freedoms Park, a special project of the Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute. The FDR Hope Me-
morial committee is planning activities to raise addi-
tional funds. There’s additional information and an
opportunity to make a donation on the website, ac-
cessible via nyc10044.com/z/23.



RIRA from page 3

in the lobbies of the residential
buildings. The first is scheduled
for Saturday, May 21, from 9:00
a.m. until noon. If you miss the
first one, please take heart; we will
be coming back in the fall on Oc-
tober 15, so you will have plenty
of time to include that date in your
things-to-do list.

Next, we will see you on
Roosevelt Island Day, Saturday,
June 11. Come out, have a bagel
with us, help beautify your neigh-
borhood, and buy a Tram-logo cap
or visor from us to bring some
shade to your gardening work.

Our goal, to make Roosevelt Is-
land the best neighborhood in
America, will take everyone’s
help. We would like to establish
youth programs that give support,
fun, and assistance to our terrific
kids. To that end, we are planning
a basketball program called
Bounce for the late-teen to young-
adult community that will be sup-
ported by an NBA team or player.
If you would like to work on this
project, our committee is forming
now. We also are reaching out to
Islanders for development of a
music program called Garage-
bandNYC. We envision this as an
opportunity to work with kids in
contemporary music by engaging
some of the talented music profes-
sionals who live in the City. This
committee is also forming, and we
look forward to you Island musi-
cians stepping up to help us. We
always need volunteers, so please
contact us at contact@riraonline.com if
I have motivated you to get in-
volved. We look forward to incor-
porating your gifts in this commu-
nity of incredible people.

Community Board 8

Roosevelt Island is politically a
part of Manhattan and is included
in CB8. The community boards are
the lowest level of municipal gov-
ernment in New York City. Ours
has been a valuable asset in rein-
forcing our efforts, especially by
passing resolutions (unanimously,
I might add) to introduce
MetroCard service on the Tram and
to move up planned renovation of
the Roosevelt Island Bridge from
a 2012 start date to 2006. In fact,
that five-year project concludes
this year.

The Manhattan community
board appointments have been an-
nounced, and I have that list. This
year, CB8 will include five
Roosevelt Islanders among its to-
tal number, and they will consti-
tute the Roosevelt Island Commit-
tee. Larry Parnes and Deirdre
Breslin (former RIRA councilors)
were reappointed last year. Cur-
rent reappointments are former
RIRA president/former RIOC di-
rector Patrick Stewart and current
RIRA vice president Ellen Polivy.
Joining them as a new Jessica
Lappin appointment is a first-term
RIRA councilor, Jeff Escobar. We
wish them well and look forward
to learning of their service to our
Island.

Blood

This Roosevelt Island Day, June
11, will mark the 10th year of
RIRA blood drives. On Septem-
ber 11,2001, I started planning for
a response to that disaster, result-
ing in 67 pints of badly needed
blood for the New York Blood
Center. We fixed on Roosevelt Is-
land Day as an opportunity to so-
licit donations in more clement
weather, and have been producing
drives annually, on that special day,
ever since.

Soliciting blood donors is a hard
sell in the City in general, and es-
pecially on Roosevelt Island. With
our unique population of seniors,
the disabled, and United Nations
workers and diplomats, many of us

are unable to give. For this rea-
son, we will again have a table at
the Farmers Market on four con-
secutive Saturdays, starting May
21, where volunteers, mostly RIRA
representatives, will ask for, plead
for, cajole, and demand a pint of
your good stuff. This effort will
culminate on June 11, when those
who have signed up will converge
on the Senior Center, 546 Main
Street, where the New York Blood
Center will greet you from 10:00
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Sign up early
and get your choice of time!

So why am I telling you this so
early (I hear you ask)? Well, you
can donate whole blood once ev-
ery eight weeks. Many folks have
opportunities to give blood through
their jobs, their schools, or nearby
hospitals. I’m asking you to space
your donations so that you can par-
ticipate in our drive. In other
words, please don’t donate after
Palm Sunday, April 17. Save it for
us!

Welcome, Cy!

As promised, RIOC has hired a
transportation expert, Cyril
Opperman, whose title is General
Manager for Bus Operations. I
think of him as our bus czar. Cy
comes to us after 30 years with the
MTA, which, if memory serves,
runs a somewhat larger fleet of
buses and routes. The good news
is that much of that fleet is the same
make and model as our Orion
buses. Before his first official day
on the job, Cy had already identi-
fied some of the impediments to an
efficient operation. The RIRA Is-
land Services and Planning com-
mittees have been working to co-
ordinate the Red Bus and Tram
schedules since before the return
of Tram service last November,
and once Cy has had some time to
learn the ropes, we will meet again
to ensure that we are getting the
best from our Island transportation
systems.

RIDA

The Roosevelt Island Disabled
Association represents the interests
of our large disabled community,
and its president, Jim Bates, is my
colleague on RIRA. Jim is the
force behind the FDR Hope Me-
morial, an adjunct to the Four Free-
doms Park memorial, located on
the southernmost three acres of
Roosevelt Island. He has created
a separate site, not on the property
controlled by FERI (the Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute),
that will include a representation
of the former president in a wheel-
chair. How appropriate for this

community!
RIDA will present an exhibit, to
include sculptor Meredith

Bergmann, tonight (Saturday, April
9) at 6:00 p.m. at Gallery RIVAA,
located at 527 Main Street. Please
come out and support a neighbor
who is truly a force of nature.
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ESL Grads Get Certificates

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

|
|
@ CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

PRESENTED TO

JUNKO HASHIMOTO

Last week, these Islanders completed a course
in English as a Second Language (ESL) offered ENRICHED B yiic e ARE NEW YORK CONVERSATION PROGRAM. NEW YORK CITY 1S
at the Youth Center by the Beacon Program and Sy
sponsored by the Mayor’s Office of Adult
Education. A new course starts Tuesday (April
12) at 10:00 a.m. and runs through May 24,
two hours every Tuesday. To sigh up, just show
up. It's free.

Essie
-

- s ¥ | .
Island resident and visual artist Essie D. Owens (left) exhibited her work last month with the Marina Grande

Artists Guild in Riviera Beach, Florida. Internationally renowned painter Edna Hibel (center) and visual artist
Pilar Micheli (right) were among her fans.

Roosevelt
Island’s Edited by PAT SHANLEY, PETER KUKIELSKI, and GENE WAERING
Community s

Gardens get a
mention and a
color plate in
this newly
published book
(Newberry
Press, $34.95,
ISBN number
976-1-035149-16-3).

A Reader in Rose Culture

The
Sustainable

| e ROSE

Drawings by Maria Cecilia Freeman

Nine-year-old Ben Behar made
this photo with a little help from
Marilyn Atkins’s cell phone.

Foreword by Marilyn Wellan
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SPORTSWIRE

TENNIS The Roosevelt Island Tennis Association (RITA) will hold its official open-
ing day event on Saturday, April 16. All interested players are welcome. To access the
courts, players need a permit from the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).
Information about the permits is available online at RIOC.com.

The Tennis Association’s officers and executive board will welcome players starting at
10:00 a.m. on the 16th, and explain the programs that RITA offers and the schedule for the
season. Annual dues of $20 will be collected, trophies will be given out to the 2010 win-
ners and finalists who were unable to attend the awards dinner last fall, and there will be a

few rounds of informal doubles play for all.

Winners and finalists from last fall:

Women’s Doubles Winners — Akiko Shimomura and Atsumi Kolba
Women’s Doubles Finalists — Maria Vologodskaia and Maki Chono
Men’s Doubles Winners — Brendan Clarke and Jeff Menaker
Men’s Doubles Finalists — John Dougherty and Atul Gokhale
Mixed Doubles Winners — Denise Gibson and Jeff Menaker

Mixed Doubles Finalists — Isadora Braune and Carlos Braune
Women’s Singles Winner — Rebeca Dain

Women’s Singles Finalist — Akiko Shimomura

Men’s Singles Winner — Rafel Szczurowski

Men’s Singles Finalist — Carlos Braune

COMINGUP.......

Gaelic for Beginners, Wed May 4, 4pm,
Library. Ages 13-18.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed May 4,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

Fiddler on the Roof, Jr., Fri May 6, 8pm,
Sat May 7, 2pm & 8pm, Sun May 8, 7pm,
Main Street Theatre. (Ad, page 9.)

Gaelic for Beginners, Wed May 11, 4pm,
Library. Ages 13-18.

Health and Fitness Day, Sat May 14.

GMC Rocks Rosey, Sat May 14, 1-6pm,
Riverwalk Commons. Performance of a
rock band from the Gowanus Music Club.
Free. Information at nyc10044.com/z/20 and
nyc10044.com/z/21.

Irish Folk-Dancing, Wed May 18, 4pm, Li-
brary. Ages 13-18.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
May 18, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30, pre-
cedes formal meeting.

Child School / Legacy High School
Founder’s Award Benefit Dinner, a trib-
ute to Maari de Souza, Thu May 19, 6pm,
Downtown Association, 60 Pine St., Man-
hattan. Details to be provided later.

Book Discussion, Tales by H.P. Lovecraft,
Thu May 19, 6:30pm, Library

R&R Concert, Provocative Masterworks,
Thu May 19, 7:30pm, Good Shepherd
Center. Ralph Allen, violin; Jonah Chung,
viola; Iris Jortner, cello; Jean Schneider,
piano. Program to be announced.

Once on This Island, Jr., Fri-Mon May 20-
23, Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance.
(Ad, page 9.)

RIRA Networking Breakfast, Sat May 21,
9am-12noon, residential lobbies.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed Jun 1,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged), Fri-Sun Jun 3-
5, Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance.
(Ad, page 9.)

Sunday Concert Series — Ann Panagulias,
Soprano, Sun Jun 5, 2:30pm, Good
Shepherd Center. French and American
songs, with pianist Richard Pearson
Thomas. Free. Donations support the
food program.

Roosevelt Island Day, Sat Jun 11.

Blood Drive, Sat Jun 11, as part of Roosevelt
Island Day. (See RIRA Column
continuation, page 13.)

Book Discussion, Love is a Dog from Hell
by Charles Bukowski, Thu Jun 16,
6:30pm, Library.

R&R Concert, Sat Jun 25, 8pm, Good
Shepherd Center. Ralph Allen, violin; Iris
Jortner, cello; Jean Schneider, piano.
Program to be announced.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
Jun 29, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30, pre-
cedes formal meeting.

R&R Concert, Fri Jul 1, 8pm, Good
Shepherd Center. Ralph Allen, violin; Iris
Jortner, cello; Jean Schneider, piano.
Program and additional players to be
announced.

Book Discussion, Fear and Loathing in Las
Vegas by Hunter S. Thompson, Thu Jul 21,
6:30pm, Library.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
Aug 3, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30, pre-
cedes formal meeting.

Book Discussion, The Collected Stories of
Chester Himes by Chester Himes, Thu Aug
18, 6:30pm, Library.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed Sep 7,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
Sep 21, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30, pre-
cedes formal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed Oct 5,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

RIRA Networking Breakfast, Sat Oct 15,
residential lobbies.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed Nov 2,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
Nov 9, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30,
precedes formal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Common Council meets, Wed Dec 7,
8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center.
Public session at beginning for resident
comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed
Dec 14, 5:30pm; location to be announced.
Public comment period, starting at 5:30, pre-
cedes formal meeting.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating « Wallpapering
Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation « Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

| free introductory session!

KAREN'S PILATES STUDIO ON R]

Private and group mat classes
novice ® beginner * intermediate ® seniors

Karen Mann
Certified Pilates Instructor
212.750.6223

You're worth it!

Classifieds

50¢ a word ¢ 212-751-8214

unClassified Deadline for April 23 issue: Tuesday, April 19
unClassified Deadline for May 7 issue: Tuesday, May 3
Please see ComingUp, page 3, for other advertising deadlines

TRAVEL AGENT — Meet your cruise
specialist on Roosevelt Island at
www.cruisingwithmarilyn.com or call
866-304-8640. .

WEIGHT LOSS - Portion-controlled,
medically formulated nutritionally
balanced food. Medifast. Roosevelt
Island resident. 1-866-995-8789.

CUSTOM MAHOGANY Queen-size
platform bed with firm mattress. Made
of solid Indonesian wood (not lkea!).
Beige fabric backboard. $250. Call
917-576-1376 or peej93@yahoo.com.

LARGE 3BED/2BATH Manhattan
Park sublet. Start April 15 or May 1
until October 31 (renewable). 10th-
floor unit with balcony and great light.
$2,750/month plus utilities. Call
917-576-1376 or peej93@yahoo.com.

MOVING SALE - High-end furniture in
excellent condition: leather sofa, sofa
bed, bedroom set, armchair, carpets,
paintings, wardrobe, lamps, mirrors,
study desk and sundry items at 30
River Road. Call Rama at
212-920-0310 / 646-750-6923.

MATH TUTORING by experienced
teacher living on the Island. Any level.
Call 212-829-1406. .. 710

AVON Representative — Roosevelt
Island. www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist — Island resi-
dent Diana Brill. Gift certificates
available. 212-759-9042.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group. Call
212-355-3848.

A PLAY DATE with Irene & the NY
PuRRple Tigers! Children will experi-
ence music, drama, tumbling, dance,
etc., in a class especially designed just
for your child’s interests & abilities.
917-655-0028.

TUTORING - English professor
available. Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis. 646-319-3873.

BABYSITTING SERVICE - Mature,
caring, responsible babysitter. Ages 3
years and up. Reasonable rates.
American, speaks French. Call
917-405-7370 for info and references.
Enjoy your night out! o

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

ERRANDS: Organizing, Special
Projects, Personal Assistance. You
run your life, I'll run your errands. Call
Vicki Feinmel, 212-223-1108
vfeinmel@verizon.net. o

NOTARY PUBLIC — Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery, 4 River Road, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. school days. 212-593-0750.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE
ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for
dance and theatre classes. 212-371-
4449. Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

FOSTER A CAT - Island Cats urgently
seeks foster homes for cats and
kittens, all spayed/neutered with shots
and negative on tests. We provide
food & litter. You and the cats supply
the love. Some may be seen on the
adoption page of our website at
islandcats.org. Call 212-593-1054 or
e-mail contact@islandcats.org.

HELP SAVE LIVES - Volunteer with
the Icla da Silva Foundation.
212-593-0474.

CAT SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE
— Will feed and play with your cat,
water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc. 917-587-3278.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CON-
TRACTOR - Excellent Island refer-
ences, fully insured. Free estimate.
212-751-8214.

The WIRE runs on volunteer power!
We may need help with distribution in
your building (call 212-935-7534), or
join us for our Friday-morning stuffing
session (212-826-9056), or try your
hand at reporting (917-617-0449).
Other help is needed, too. What
would you like to do?

MOVING AWAY? Please don’t... But
if you must: Use WIRE classifieds to
sell the stuff you'd rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt
Island and turn your discards into
dollars. 212-751-8214.

Free on
Fridays, 10-27
Join the fun.
Join the WIRE
stuffin’ crew!
212-826-9056

Later on WIRE Fridays, we may need
distribution help in your building, too.
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Dental Love LLC

501 A Main St
Roosevelt Island
www.mydentallove.com

212-752-8722

Dental Passion LLC

164 W 96th Street, Manhattan (10025 ) between Columbus and Amsterdam
www.dentalpassion.com

212-749-0600

General and cosmetic dentistry
Orthodontic specialist — clear and traditional braces
Endodontic specialist — root canal
Periodontic specialist — gum disease and implants

Pedodontic specialist — children’s dentist at Dental Passion office
(Children treated at both offices.)

Hours at 96th Street office: o Hours on the Island:
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:00, Fri. 9:00-3:00, All major insurance plans accepted Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,

and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00 and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

ARE YOUR PARENTS .
GETTING FRAILER? | | David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO TURN TO GET THEM HELP? Psychotherapy and Counseling

Consult a private professional Geriatric Care Manager
Associate Professor

WE CAN HELP: Save You Time  Save You Money * Save You Heartache NYU School of Medicine
We know the law, the resources, understand the ilinesses and handicaps. We can guide you
and help you think things through. We help with Medicaid planning and applications, arrange 501 Main Street

and monitor home care, and help you navigate government regulations and bureaucracy.
Roosevelt Island

ELLEN POLIVY, LCSW 212-777-8222

Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Your guide and advocate in complex times

212-362-2076 HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

531 Main Street MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

~ 25 Years Experience ~
www.familyassistance.net
A Family Assistance Network

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

Jack Resnick, MD || Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street — 212-832-2310 Board Certified Pediatrician
office practice and housecalls for the homebound and Pediatric Allergist
Visit our Website D AS H We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
therooseveltdoctor.com _ - United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan
. check lab results Disabled Association
- make appointments Support for the Homebound 501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505
. DO YOU NEED...?
ftake a sgrvey * Help with shopping .
: internet health resources B e Sy s T Office Hours
get help finding insurance Bv apbpointment
- read opinions » Someone to talk to y app
Call DASH and one of our . . _
- Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
volunteers er’ll Con,:e to your by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
2Rl We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

The Roosevelt Doctor
Jack Resnick, M.D. 917-558-0534
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For your child...

The valuable gifts of
confidence, agility,
serenity...

» Age-appropriate classes allow kids to
progress smarter & faster

* Group and private classes available

» Tae Kwon Do classes for kids
18 months and up

* Ask about our special needs programs.

East Side Tae Kwon Do
212-755-5982
325 East 65th Street, ground floor
www.eastsidetaekwondo.com

Roosevelt Island special: A free private lesson if
you sign up for our Basic Tae Kwon Do program

Holistic Petcare

for all your pet’s Nutrition and Supplies

w WHISKERS

earsin @ Row!

e
Y
Zagat Rated 3 i Y Magazine

Votod Best Pet St * Vitamins

|  Herbal Supplements
* Raw Food Diets

« Skin Care

* Allergy Care
* Safe Toys & Treats

Shog: on-line at

1800WHISKERS.COM
Free Local Delivery
Visit our NEW retail space located at:  And of cou;s;:_, dyou can stll visit #s
19-25 Ditmars Blvd. (@ 21stst) at o lagship store
Astoria, NY 11105 235 E. 9%h St.,

718-626-8590 NYC 10003 (2nd Ave.)
1-800-Whiskers / 212-979-2532

10% off first purchase in the Astoria Store with this ad! No copies/One per family - CR

» » FREE DELIVERY - »

to Roosevelt Island with minimum order.

Church of the
Good Shepherd

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church,
We are a Community Congregation

Open to People of All Faith
Backgrounds.

You don’t have to go off the Island
to find a great little church!

Worship, Sunday, 10:00 AM

April 17, Palm Sunday — Get Your Palms"-*-”““’—

April 21, 7:00 PM, Maundy \
Thursday Supper and Commu _;

erv I

R

oin Us!

Aprlﬁl 7:00 p.m., Go
April 24: EASTER SUND

- Lew Johnson, Vicar. 917-843-3338 .
1t us on the web!

wiis w.goodshepherdchapel.net




