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Next Weekend

Cherry Blossom Festival

Next Saturday, the Roosevelt Is-
land Residents Association will
kick off a new Island tradition-in-
the-making — a Cherry Blossom
Festival, in cooperation with the
Island’s Japanese Association. In-
come will go to charities support-
ing those in Japan who have suf-
fered from the triple blow of earth-
quake, tsunami, and nuclear peril.

The core of the festivities will
take place on the west promenade
between the pier and the Medita-
tion Steps from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m., with other events to follow.
There’ll be a photo contest,
origami instruction, music, and
performances by children from the
Youth Program. The origami will
include the folding of 1,000 paper
cranes, a Japanese tradition in ob-
servance of special events.

A grove of cherry trees will be
planted opposite the subway sta-
tion, supported by the Youth Pro-
gram, Roosevelt Landings, RY
Management, and RIOC.

The Roosevelt Island Visual Art
Association is planning an auction
of art from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., with
previewing set for 3:30 p.m.

There’ll be food, too. Fuji East
is providing sushi rolls and sake.
Riverwalk Bar & Grill is assem-
bling a beer-tasting. Starbucks is
offering volunteer staffing and a
gift basket to be raffled off.

Fujifilm is donating a camera
and memory card as the first prize
in the photo contest. Contest rules
are posted at nyc10044.com/z/31;
briefly, pictures must be taken the
day of the event and must be sub-
mitted as prints by May 14.

Other donating participants in-
clude Gristedes, Costco, and the
Noguchi Museum store. Togei
Kyeshitou of New York has do-
nated original handmade pottery.
Event sponsors include Starbucks,
ITO EN, Roosevelt Landings, RY
Management, Fuji East, Nonno’s
Focacceria, and Riverwalk Bar &
Grill.

by Dick Lutz

RIOC says Trellis is in default
on its lease.

The contention comes just as
RIOC is on the eve of concluding
a deal for Southtown developers
Hudson-Related to manage the
Island’s Main Street retail strip,
though the dispute has a three-year
history in the restaurant’s relation-
ship with the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation.

It appears in an April 8 letter to
Diana Armenakis, the attorney rep-
resenting the restaurant and its
owner of 15 years, Kaie Razaghi.
That letter is a response to a March
21 letter from Armenakis, a River-
cross resident, informing RIOC
that Trellis intends to execute an
option that appears in its current
lease — to renew its tenancy for a
five-year period.

The RIOC letter, signed by As-
sistant General Counsel Arthur
Eliav, reads, in part, “l am advised
that for the past two and a half
years, RIOC has been requesting
from Trellis a proper certification
that Trellis’ ventilation systems is
[sic] in good working condition
and in compliance with applicable
New York City codes... [Y]our cli-
ent has not provided any adequate
proof of its repair.”

Armenakis contends that the ap-
propriate documentation has been
provided to RIOC.

The Eliav letter continues,
“Tenant’s failure to maintain such
systems per the requirements of the
lease would constitute a default...

and preclude Tenant from exercis-
ing its right to an extension. There-
fore, RIOC defers consideration of
your client’s extension request un-
til such time as Trellis provides
proof documenting compliance
with its obligations under the
Lease.”

Actually, Razaghi had hoped to
secure a 15-year extension of his
lease for the space at the street level
of Island House, and had negoti-
ated one with former RIOC presi-
dent Steve Shane. On May 7,
2008, a Shane memorandum to the
RIOC Board said, “Desirous of
making renovations to the pre-
mises, Tenant requested RIOC to
extend the lease until March 31,
2027. | have negotiated a lease
modification and recommend it for
Board approval upon the follow-

RIOC ‘Defers’ Lease Extension
—or Trellis as Deal in New Retall
Plan Is About to Be Signed

]

Kaie Razaghi of Trellis

ing terms and conditions.”

The memo goes on to specify a
rent increase of over 35% from
$50,684.36 per year to $69,000,
with increases in 2017 and 2022,
and specifies, “Tenant will make
improvements and upgrades to the
existing dining area, bar, kitchen,
and corridors. Tenant will remove
and replace the entire ceiling and
storefront, as well as gut and re-
place the two restrooms.”

According to Shane’s memo, the
RIOC Board’s Real Estate Devel-
opment Advisory Committee met
on April 2, 2008, and voted to rec-
ommend approval of the lease
modification.

But in a 2010 meeting of that
committee, Razaghi was informed
that RIOC was not satisfied with

See Trellis, page 3

Statue of a Very Able FDR, in Wheelchair, Shown for Southpoint

As “an artist who believes in the power of figura-
tive sculpture to represent abstact ideas as well as real
people, it is inspiring to sculpt a portrait of a leader
who could look at the world as it was and envision it
as it could be. FDR never wanted his disability to
have a place in his presidency, but he led our nation
into some of the most important reforms ever enacted
—reforms that allowed us, as a community, to benefit
from what the vulnerable members of our commu-
nity have to offer.”

With these words, sculptor Meredith Bergmann
unveiled a model of the FDR Hope Memorial that
will greet visitors to Southpoint Park.

In a mission statement, the FDR Hope Memorial
Committee describes its purpose in adding this sculp-
ture of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in a wheel-
chair to an area just north of the Louis Kahn-designed
Four Freedoms Park: Roosevelt Island was so hamed
to reflect a commitment to an integrated community
where the disabled move freely, live independently,
and develop to their fullest potential. The FDR Hope
Memorial will educate future generations about FDR
and about Roosevelt Island, a vital community of ‘en-
abled’ residents.

The life-size sculpture will show FDR greeting a
disabled child.

“FDR is a hero to Roosevelt Island not only for his
achievements as the President who led this country
through the Great Depression and World War 11, and
not only as a man who did this in spite of severe dis-
ability, but also as a man who continued to the end of
his life to fight with creativity and humor for increased
ability for himself and others,” said Bergmann at the
April 9 unveiling at Gallery RIVAA.

“There are almost no photographs of FDR in a

See FDR, page 10

Photo: Linda Heimer
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Last Friday, the new commissioner of the New York
State Department of Homes and Community Renewal,
Darryl Towns, visited Roosevelt Island for his first
official tour, but not his first visit.

Commissioner Towns was already familiar with
Roosevelt Island because of his involvement with the
wheelchair basketball league. Still, it was great to

have the opportunity to show him all of our beautiful
sites and tell him
about the great
projects and events Th e
we have in develop-
RIOC
Towns plans to attend C I
the RIOC Board
meetings, so you’ll O u m n
have an opportunity
to meet him. 1I’m looking forward to working with
the commissioner to make Roosevelt Island a better
Keeping Our Island Safe

On Friday, May 13, RIOC’s Public Safety Depart-
ment (PSD) will host a promotion and commenda-
tion ceremony for the Island’s 37 uniformed Public
Safety officers. The event will mark the conclusion
of Police Week, which is observed across the nation
line of duty during the previous year.
RIOC’s Public Safety officers work hard every day
to ensure the safety and well-being of Island residents.
I hope you can join us at the ceremony to recognize
their hard work. The event will be held at the plaza at

Commissioner
place to live and work and visit.
to honor law enforcement officials who died in the

591 Main Street at 4:30 p.m.

PSD officers are recognized by the NYPD as Spe-
cial Patrolmen and are all NYS Certified Peace Of-
ficers. They receive training when first hired and on-
going training throughout their careers, including
defensive tactics; courtesy, professionalism and re-
spect; CPR and first
aid; domestic vio-
lence; and much,
much more.

Last year, PSD
officers responded
to over 7,100 calls
for service, and
filed over 3,700 in-
cident reports dur-
ing their 24-hours-
a-day, 7-days-a-
week operation.
The officers re-
spond to the same
types of calls that
are responded to by
the NYPD, includ-
ing but not limited
to domestic inci-
dents, criminal tres-
pass, vandalism,
and larceny. They are also the first responders to fire-
related calls, and have even helped residents put out
small apartment fires over the years.

In addition to filing incident reports, PSD officers

See RIOC Column, page 10

Leslie Torres, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
e-mail: LTorres@RIOC.com

The WIRE publishes The RIOC Column and The RIRA Column
as a service to RIOC, RIRA, and the community, and does not control or censor either.

This year, our two great vernal celebrations of re-

birth, Passover and Easter, fall within the same week.

As | write this, I’'m looking forward to my family’s

Seder, a tradition going back to my earliest memories

and that includes three generations of Katzes, Cohns,

Turkels, and Gol-

berts. In addition, it

has been my habit for T h e

many years now to

join friends at Sunda

JEaster services 0)12 R I RA

varying denomina-

tions to share in that

observance, glory in CO I u m n

the gorgeous music,

and then partake of a rip-roaring brunch at some lo-

cal watering hole. | wish you, my neighbors, the glad

tidings of the season, however you acknowledge them.
This and That

I confess that, since | addressed you last on this
page, I’ve been fighting a wicked cold and have
sloughed off some of my RIRA commitments. How-
ever, | can report on some actions of both the RIRA
and RIOC governing bodies that met on April 6. The
RIOC Board of Directors accepted the RIRA Com-
mon Council recommendations for allocation of the
Public Purpose Funds, as was expected. Brian Lawlor
continues as Chairman of the Board, although his re-
lationship with the new Commissioner of DHCR,
former Assembly Member Darryl C. Towns, seems
to be awork in progress. It is unclear whether Lawlor
will continue as Chair, act as surrogate for Towns, or
be replaced by him. Stay tuned.

As has been my practice in the past with previous
commanding officers of the 114th Precinct, | invited
Deputy Inspector Stephen Cirabisi to address the
RIRA Common Council at our monthly meeting, and
he graciously accepted. He made it clear that Officer
Fernandez, whom you have read about in these pages,
was promoted within the 114th Precinct, and that his
departure from duty on Roosevelt Island had nothing
to do with any inquiry by our Public Safety Commit-
tee. He also noted that he was unaware of his
patrolman’s letter to this newspaper; something |
found unusual within a quasi-military hierarchy. This
should have ended any questions about the appropri-
ateness of our committee’s actions but, as you have

read, it didn’t. Pity.

RIRA has created a Southern Development Review
Committee (SDRC), a subcommittee of our standing
Planning Committee. This will provide community
participation in considering the development of the
Goldwater Hospital site when its patients are moved
to other venues in the next few years. RIRA Coun-
cilor Denise Shull was elected to chair the subcom-
mittee and has, with the endorsement of the Common
Council, drafted
and sent a letter of
preliminary sup-
port to the City
Economic Devel-
opment Commis-
sion, to Stanford
University, and to
other institutions
that have consid-
ered the site for a
research facility.
We intend to keep
an eye on the status
of our hospital
neighbors as well.

In addition, we
voted to support the
initiatives of our
Social, Cultural
and Educational
Services Commit-
tee (SC&E) with funding. Chair Lynne Shinozaki
reported on the committee’s many programs (of
which, more below) in my last column and, since then,
we have received support from many Island and off-
Island organizations, which | will thank individually,
post-event, as they continue to proliferate.

Following Up

A small group of Island leaders met on March 23
with Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, and
| reported on that event in my March 26 column. One
of the issues raised was the deplorable condition of
our Roosevelt Island subway station. | can inform
you that the Beep has followed through with a letter
to the Chairman and CEO of the MTA requesting that
the long-standing problems of gushing water behind

See RIRA Column, page 8

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
e-mail: MatthewKatz@verizon.net

Senior Center

Monday Wednesday
9:30 Ballroom Dancing 9:30 Yoga Stretch
11:00 Tai Chi 10:20 Shoppers’ Bus

2:00 Dance & Drama
5:30 Yoga with Nurit (note
earlier time)

10:30 Spanish

Thursday
9:30 Stronger Bones
10:45 Ping Pong

Tuesday
9:30 Chinese Massage
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
11:00 Blood Pressure
2:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games (RISA)

12:30 Movie

10:30 Computers

Home-delivered meals —
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Friday
9:30 Yoga Stretch
10:30 English as 2nd Language
10:30 Ballroom Dancing
1:00 Korean Games
6:00 Ballroom Dancing (last Fri
each month)
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Safety Workshop presented by
the Department of Transporta-
tion, Wed Apr 27, 10:45am

COMING UP

— This Weekend —

No Weekend Subway from Manhattan, 12:01am Sat thru 5am Mon.
Tram and Red Bus will run continuously during this period.

— Coming Week & Next Weekend —

Registration starts for Roosevelt Island Day Nursery’s full-day infant
and toddler programs, Wed Apr 27, at the Day Nursery, 4 River Road.
Information: 212-935-3747 or ridn.org. (Ad, page 12.)

Deadline to donate art for Saturday’s Gallery RIVAA auction to benefit
the Japan Earthquake Relief Fund, Wed Apr 27, 9pm. (Ad, page 9.)

Computer Orientation — Internet, Thu Apr 28, 10:30am, Library.
Free. Limit of 10 students; sign up in advance at the NYPL branch.

Cat Adoption Table, Sat Apr 30, 10am-2pm, Farmer’s Market, spon-
sored by Island Cats. Information — Rl.cats@yahoo.com.

Cherry Blossom Festival, Sat Apr 30, 1:00-3:00pm. Japanese music
and food in solidarity with earthquake/tsunami victims. (Story, page
1, and RIRA Column continuation, page 8.)

Art Auction to benefit Japan Earthquake Relief Fund, Sat Apr 30,
4-6pm, Gallery RIVAA, 527 Main St. (Ad, page 9.)

Cherry Blossom Walk, Sun May 1, 11am, starting at the visitor kiosk at
the Tram station. Sponsored by the Historical Society and led by Judy
Berdy. $5 donation.

— Continuing —

Exhibition of Works on Paper by Annette R. Hochberg, through Sun
May 29, 9am-8pm daily, The Octagon Gallery, 888 Main St.

Wheelchair Basketball, Sat, 10am-1pm, Sportspark.

Blanket of Ash and Lapilli, an exhibition of art by loan Popoiu, Gallery
RIVAA. Gallery hours Sat-Sun 1lam-5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm.
Continues through May 22. (Review, page 6.)

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 2-6pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Swimming at Sportspark, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed Fri 7:30-10:30pm,
Thu 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 12-3pm. Adults (18-up) Tue 6-9pm, Sat-Sun 4-
7pm. Adults $5, children 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 and
under. Schedule of classes and activities at nyc10044.com/z/0j.

Infant Lapsit, stories for ages 0-18 months, Mon, 10:30am, Library.

UNO for teens, Mon, 4pm, Library.

Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon, 7:30pm. Info: 212-751-9577.

Knitting & Crochet Group, Tue, 10am, Library. Adults.

Living Library After-School Program, Tue, Wed, Thu, 3-6pm, PS/IS
217 Beacon. Open to all. Information: 347-724-5529.

Ping Pong: Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark. Class, Wed,
6-9pm, Sportspark. All ages; free.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Poetry Hour (adults), last Tue of month, 6:30pm, Library.

Toddler Story Time (ages 18-36 months), Wed, 11am, Library.

RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Wed, 3-5pm, 591 Main St.

Constituent Service Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff,
1st Wed of each month, 4-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Island Office Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner and/or staff,
every Thu, 3-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.

Game On @ Roosevelt Island for ages 13-18. Thu, 4pm, Library;
Japanese comics/novels.

Robots for Kids ages 6-13, Thu, 6:30-8pm, Youth Program, 506 Main
St., 2nd fl. Information: 917-751-2900.

— Future Weeks —

Gaelic for Beginners, Wed May 4, 4pm, Library. Ages 13-18.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
May 4, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

Fiddler on the Roof, Jr., Fri May 6, 8pm, Sat May 7, 2pm & 8pm, Sun
May 8, 7pm, Main Street Theatre. (Ad, page 7.)

The Main Street WIRE — Sat May 7. Advertising deadlines: Display

ads, Wed Apr 27; decision date for circulars/in-

serts, Tue May 3; 5,500 copies .

due Thu May 5. Additional is- The WIRE

sues in 2011: May 21; Jun 4, 18;

: Jul 2; Aug 27; Sep 10, 24; Oct 8, 22; Nov 5, 19;

gﬁﬁﬁ?@?ﬁmg a,tlrggt_' Dec 10. Dates for 2012 listed online in the WIRE

archive on Website NYC10044.com at nyc10044.com/
z/or. News phone, 212-826-9056; urgent matters, 917-617-0449. Press
releases by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. Advertising (display and
classified): 917-587-3278.

Gaelic for Beginners, Wed May 11, 4pm, Library. Ages 13-18.

Public Safety Department Promotion & Commendation Ceremony,
Fri May 13, 4:30pm, plaza at 591 Main St.

Health and Fitness Day, Sat May 14.

GMC Rocks Rosey, Sat May 14, 1-6pm, Riverwalk Commons. Perfor-
mance of a rock band from the Gowanus Music Club. Free. Informa-
tion at nyc10044.com/z/20 and nyc10044.com/z/21.

School Tour at PS/IS 217, Wed May 18, 8:45am. RSVP to
212-980-0294 or rademaker@schools.nyc.gov. Additional tour June 1,
8:45am. (Ad, page 4.)

Irish Folk-Dancing, Wed May 18, 4pm, Library. Ages 13-18.

RI1OC Board of Directors meeting, Wed May 18, 5:30pm; location to
be announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

Child School / Legacy High School Founder’s Award Benefit Dinner,
a tribute to Maari de Souza, Thu May 19, 6pm, Downtown Associa-
tion, 60 Pine St., Manhattan. Details to be provided later.

Book Discussion, Tales by H.P. Lovecraft, Thu May 19, 6:30pm, Library

R&R Concert, Provocative Masterworks, Thu May 19, 7:30pm, Good
Shepherd Center. Ralph Allen, violin; Jonah Chung, viola; Iris Jortner,
cello; Jean Schneider, piano. Program to be announced.

Once on This Island, Jr., Fri-Mon May 20-23, Main Street Theatre &
Dance Alliance. (Ad, page 7.)

There is no charge to
list Island events here.
E-mail information to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
or leave it at the lobby

More ComingUp on page 3



Attention —

Island Organizations & Businesses:

The WIRE is currently updating the Island
CONTACTS LIST, preparing for a reprinting. Please
check your listing at nyc10044.com/contacts.htm and
supply any corrections or changes (or additions) to
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. Thanks.

COMINGUP......

RIRA Networking Breakfast, Sat May 21, 9am-12noon, residential
lobbies.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Jun 1, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged), Fri-Sun Jun
3-5, Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance. (Ad, page 7.)

Sunday Concert Series — Ann Panagulias, Soprano, Sun Jun 5,
2:30pm, Good Shepherd Center. French and American songs, with
pianist Richard Pearson Thomas. Free. Donations support the food
program.

Roosevelt Island Day, Sat Jun 11.

Blood Drive, Sat Jun 11, as part of Roosevelt Island Day.

Book Discussion, Love is a Dog from Hell by Charles Bukowski, Thu
Jun 16, 6:30pm, Library.

R&R Concert, Sat Jun 25, 8pm, Good Shepherd Center. Ralph Allen,
violin; Iris Jortner, cello; Jean Schneider, piano. Program to be
announced.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Jun 29, 5:30pm; location to
be announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

R&R Concert, Fri Jul 1, 8pm, Good Shepherd Center. Ralph Allen,
violin; Iris Jortner, cello; Jean Schneider, piano. Program and additional
players to be announced.

Book Discussion, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Hunter S. Thompson,
Thu Jul 21, 6:30pm, Library.

R1OC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Aug 3, 5:30pm; location to be
announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

Book Discussion, The Collected Stories of Chester Himes by Chester
Himes, Thu Aug 18, 6:30pm, Library.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Sep 7, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

R1OC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Sep 21, 5:30pm; location to be
announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Oct 5, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

RIRA Networking Breakfast, Sat Oct 15, residential lobbies.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Nov 2, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Nov 9, 5:30pm; location to
be announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes for-
mal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed
Dec 7, 8pm, Good Shepherd Community Center. Public session at
beginning for resident comments/announcements.

R10OC Board of Directors meeting, Wed Dec 14, 5:30pm; location to be
announced. Public comment period, starting at 5:30, precedes formal
meeting.

News 212-826-9056
Urgent news 917-617-0449
Advertising 917-587-3278 or

212-751-8214
Circulation 212-935-7534
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@usa.net
Website NYC10044 — nyc10044.com
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To the Editor:

On April 14 at about 11:00 a.m.,
both transit vending machines at
the Tram on the Roosevelt Island
side would not take a debit or credit
card. | was lucky to have enough
cash to buy a one-fare card. Since
they no longer have a booth atten-
dant on the Roosevelt Island side,
what is one to do?

Also, since the Red Bus makes
the stop at the Tram to drop off
passengers, why can’t the Red Bus
also wait and pick up at the same
place? This would eliminate
people having to walk down dur-
ing inclement weather to where the
Red Bus currently stops.

Rosemary Dringus

Trellis from page 1

the documentation he had pre-
sented regarding the maintenance
of the restaurant’s venting system.

Razaghi says that he presented
an architect’s plans for renovation
of the property to Shane, who then
exhibited enthusiasm and showed
it to a number of RIOC staffers.
Razaghi says he thought he had a
firm deal and that he could rely on
RIOC’s authorized negotiator.

But within days, the RIOC Board
fired Shane, calling his departure
in thTrinakis says, of Shane’s ne-
gotiation, “Please also note that the
board authorization referenced in
your letter merely authorized the
Corporation to negotiate and in no
way constituted an agreement or
other obligation of the Corporation
to extend the lease.”

The WIRE asked RIOC for addi-
tional comment; President Leslie
Torres was away for the balance of
the week, and Vice President for
Finance Steve Chironis said that,
because it’s a legal matter, there
would be no comment. By press
time, the chair of the RIOC Board’s
real estate committee had failed to
respond to several questions sent
in an e-mail.

The situation is complicated, to
some extent, by the RIOC Board’s
current move toward having
Southtown developers Hudson-
Related take over the leasing of
Main Street retail properties. In
July of 2010, that was the reason
given to Razaghi for a delay in con-
sideration of his request for an ex-
tension. RIOC’s acting president,
Steven Chironis, wrote, “RIOC is
currently working on an initiative
to address all of
its commercial
real estate along
the Main Street
corridor... At
such time when
RIOC sets in place a comprehen-
sive policy... your request will be
reviewed within the framework of
the policy. Until then, RIOC will
not be entering into any new lease
extensions.”

Armenakis, who made The
WIRE aware of the current state of
negotiations regarding the RIOC
lease, suggests that Chironis’s 2010
letter and Eliav’s 2011 letter dem-
onstrate a conflict within RIOC, rais-
ing a question about the
Corporation’s motives in denying the
lease extension negotiated by Shane.

“Not only has the venting sys-
tem been maintained,” she said,
“but every three months they come
in and change filters and do reme-
dial work if necessary. Inaddition,
Kaie spent $75,000 making correc-
tions to the system. Those were
submitted to the RIOC Board in its
December meeting.” The
attorney’s letter is inconsistent with
the history of this matter.”

She continued, “When Kaie ac-
quired the lease for Trellis in 1996,

On-line at nyc10044.com:
Text of Shane’s agreement
to extend the Trellis lease.

[etters

To the Editor:

So much discussion about the
Red Bus... Every few years, an-
other individual or committee de-
cides to look into the situation and
fix it. Asaresident of 25+ years, |
have seen these well-intended at-
tempts come and go, usually con-
cluding with a similar or worse
situation. Now we have an expert,
formerly a big-shot at MTA and a
scheduler of NYC buses.

I was thinking about our latest
fixer-upper as | waited in the rain
this past Friday for 25 minutes for
an M15 to take me to the Tram!

Each time this issue is reignited,
someone suggests making the ride
free, in order to allow easy and fast
access through both the front and
rear doors. All agree that this
would speed up the process, but
somehow it’s never included in the
latest new-and-improved plan.
Would any tenant have a problem
with an additional five-buck
monthly increase in rent (amount
can be negotiated) so we can go
back to “free” Red Bus service?

Aaron C. Hymson

To the Editor:

The FDR Hope Memorial Com-
mittee wants to thank all who made
our unveiling of its sculpture de-
sign a great success — Gallery
RIVVA and RIVAA members for
making their gallery available,
Nonno’s Pizzeria and Riverwalk
Bar and Grill for supplying refresh-
ments, and The WIRE and
Roosevelt Islander for articles
about this event.

We also want to thank all who
came to the unveiling, and we look
forward to the time when
Roosevelt Island will have a world-
class memorial of an enabled FDR
seen in a wheelchair.

Jim Bates

he inherited a system that was built
at the time Island House was built
and, over the years, he has main-
tained it. But there’s very little
room to rebuild the venting system
completely without a complete
renovation of the restaurant.”

Recalling a lawsuit by an Island
House resident, she added, “This
matter was litigated extensively
over several years. With RIOC’s
blessing, [a resident wanted] to
force Kaie to recconstruct the sys-
tem.” (In that case, a settlement
was reached on
the eve of trial.)
“Trellis is not
required to in-
stall a new sys-
tem, but only to
maintain the existing system,
which he’s done regularly over the
years. And documentation has
been submitted to the Board show-
ing how the system was maintained
and by whom. Nowhere in the
lease is the tenant required to over-
haul the system.”

Armenakis contends that the
agreement between Shane and
Razaghi was submitted to the RIOC
Board shortly before Shane was ter-
minated. The Chironis letter men-
tioning the plan for a master lessor
for the retail spaces came after that.

“It’s hard to tell whether thisis a
case of benign neglect or malevo-
lent indifference to the rights of a
long-standing tenant,” said
Armenakis. “At this point, it’s
clear that it is RIOC’s plan to seize
the restaurant and make it part of
this real-estate plan, leaving Trel-
lis with no recourse but to com-
mence legal proceedings seeking
a declaratory judgment and exten-
sion of the lease.”

Speaking on his own behalf,

To the Editor:
From: John Fraher

Read [this sequence of e-mails].
Things on the Island are being run
without regard to how the residents
feel. Is the RIOC Board hiding
from their boo-boo of firing Steve
Shane?

From: RIOC Advisories
Subject: RIOC Tram
[uncorrected, as received]
Monday, April 11, 2011, 5:57 PM

Due to the North Cabin having
difficulties the rush hour tram
schedule will be effected, a limited
amount of passenger will permit-
ted per trip until further notice.

s/ RIOC Advisories Group

From: John Fraher
4/12/2011 8:21 AM
Dear Ms. Torres,

| am appalled that this notice is
causing many residents of our Is-
land serious grief! The problem
needs to be explained in detail.
People have approached me ask-
ing if [the Tram is] safe? You are
the President, the Mayor, the City
Manager of Roosevelt Island and
you personally have failed to ad-
dress residents concerns on any
and all issues.

Most all of your predecessors
were active in responding to
e-mails, phone calls. Herb Berman
and Steve Shane were both highly
visible, returned all communica-
tions personally and were often
seen out and about on the Island
during the workday.

| do expect a response from you!

John Fraher

From: Fernando Martinez
Subject: Re: RIOC Tram
To: John Fraher

Wed., Apr. 13, 2011, 5:44 PM
Mr. Fraher,

First and foremost, the Tram is
perfectly safe. On Monday, the
Tram experienced a minor me-
chanical issue that was quickly
identified and remedied. Finally,
we will [work] on improving the
message in the RIOC Advisories.

Fernando Martinez

Vice President, Operations, RIOC

Letters deadline for May 7
issue: Tue., May 3, 5:00 p.m.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to
the community, and to/from officials. Requests
for a Name Withheld signature will be consid-
ered, but the writer's name, address, and phone
number must be provided for verification and
for our records; letters submitted anonymously
will not be published. Submit letters by e-mail
to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net or on a disk left
at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE. If you e-mail, expect a confirming
response and, if you receive none, resend and
call 212-826-9056 to alert us. Alternatives:
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra
time for typesetting. Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered, if brief. We are not able to
take telephone dictation of letters. All letters
are subject to acceptance and editing for
length and clarity. Recommended maximum
length, 350 words; longer letters will be consid-
ered if their content merits the required space.

Razaghi points out that, in his 15
years running Trellis, he has co-
operated with every community re-
quest for support or donations. He
says he’s spent considerable money
onarchitectural plans to comply with
the terms he negotiated with Shane,
but faced a delay during the tight-
money times of 2008-2009. He has
since acquired a home-equity loan
on his residence to fund the im-
provements he has planned. But
he points out that a significant in-
vestment in the restaurant space is
impractical without assurance that
he will own the business beyond
the end of the year remaining on
his present lease.
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VARDIMAN CULWEAR

718-204-5037

vardimaneyewear.com
34-10 Broadway
Astoria NY 11106

25% off a complete pair of eyeglasses
including designer eyewear

$2 off any fare $25 or over
Save this Coupon

special Rl resident’s discount card

/ASTORIA LAUNDRY & CLEANERS

| WASH, DRY PANTS |
| &FOLD ~ &SKIRTS !
15%OFF 20% OFF |
| Sl I FREEPICK-UP & DELIVERY. oy
| to your office or home |
: SHIRTS ™ *idienekioion DRESSES :
| & BLOUSES |  718.274.2000 &SUITS |
: . 23'1731:MM;N|8W11“5 :
| |
| |

20% OFF

Our Emphusls is on Quality
‘Try us and you won't go anywhere else

S&S CALABRO
PIZZERIA

oo« Family Special ¢

Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi — $16.50
+ 12 garlic knots — only $17.50

Established 1971

$ s

Cheese Pie: Large $14.00, Medium $11.50

Buy 2 pies, Choice of topping $2.50 extra
. Also: Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Get 2-liter Hawaiian Pizza — Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50
Pepsi Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00
) — FREE DELIVERY 11lam-9pm —
Major

(18-278-5262

30-65 14th Street, Long Island City
Open 11AM-9PM

CREDIT CARDS
now accepted

PS/IS 217 PTA

INVITES YOU
TOA
SCHOOL TOUR

Wednesday, May 18
Wednesday, June 1

All tours start at 8:45 am

PLEASE RSVP TO

Lauraine Rademaker,
Parent Coordinator at

212-980-0294 ext. 1010
or rademaker@schools.nyc.gov

Fus East

japanese bistro

455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11lam-11pm
212-583-1688 « 212-583-1689
All major credit cards accepted
Free delivery for orders $15 and over

Store Hours
Monday-Thursday, 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 11am-10pm
Sunday, 12pm-9pm

WINES & SPIRITS

* Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island

from Wednesday to Sunday!
718-706-WINE (9463)
BlueStreakWine.com
4720 Center Boulevard
Long Island City 11109
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OUR WELCOME SPRING’ SALE!
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Assorted Varieties

ShopRite

ShopRite
Bologna or
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ShopRite
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S
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Earth Friencly | - o0 atoes

on the Vme

1 16 oz.

ShopRite
Sour Crea
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Paseo Facial
Tissues

12 Pack,
12 oz. cans

Pabst or
Schaeffer Beer

TDC Storage
Containers

& Round

a‘ X $ 99 Rectang’le
=g or Cereal
LY each

Bonne Maman

Preserves| "
Apricot or
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Orange
I ] 13 0z. _-'._‘.-,°,-_-.

Marmalade,
-----

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

Assorted Varletles
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2/$3w

Ssips

Drinks

Nestle's Hot or
Lean Pockets

Yogurt

Assorted
Varletles

s (Yoplait

4I$3

shopping family. Not valid on third party
insurance co-pay. Void where prohibited by
law or contract. Not valid on mail order.

[Assorted Varieties||
99 A
9 - =
' GRISTEDES PHARMACY COUPON
Cannot be used with IGT Card.
Good only at GRISTEDES on Roosevelt Island I

OFF On any new or transferred prescription.
"i
Expires May 6, 2011 022 | I

Limit one coupon per prescription, one per

PICK UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS * PRICES EFFECTIVE TO 5/6/11

\
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Spectacular Color in loan Popoiu’s Exhibit at Gallery RIVAA

- § i o ._\a.

Review by David Stone

Sometimes, the most irresistibly beautiful artwork hides mysteries,
travails, passions — even courage. Great art can be an expression of
obstacles overcome or determined ideals.

“In 1984,” explains painter loan Popoiu, “My family and | were given
permission to leave.” The country they left was Communist-controlled
Romania, but before winning that permission, they endured “five years
of government intimidations, culminating in my 45-day hunger strike.”

His citizenship revoked and a refugee, Popoiu never relinquished the
influences that inspired him while growing up in Vrancea, “a commu-
nity of local farmers, wine makers, and some of the most beautiful roll-
ing hills.”

His homeland and his art are much intertwined and reflected in his
exhibit, Blanket of Ash and Lapilli, which opened on April 16 at Gallery
RIVAA and will run through May 22.

This show has two themes — an unbroken expression of Romanian
folk-art values, and impassioned environmental concerns. You can see
both vividly in his title piece, Blanket of Ash and Lapilli. In this acrylic,
vivid shades of blue dominate the center with fiery reds poking through
and lining the borders, but soon after being caught by the beauty of this
mix, a viewer sees that the powerful blues are being rinsed out, leaving
discolored patches and eroding what appear to be cellular membranes.

In 2005, the Metropolitan Museum mounted an exhibit recognizing
the influence of textile designs on legendary French artist Henri Matisse.
Popoiu, it turns out, was much influenced by the textiles of his own
Maramures region, “the richly colored, hand-woven silk borangic [floss
silk] and cotton” as well as by “very old ceramics and wooden carv-
ings.”

Agood example is Amazon Dampness, an acrylic composition of pow-
erful blue organic images casting greenish shadows into a receding field
of yellow. The painting is as much about colorful design as about sub-
jective expression, wonderful to look at independent of any meaning.

Popoiu is an expressionist whose commitment to abstraction is nearly
total. Nothing looks like the subject viewers would expect from the
titles or, for that matter, like anything else consistently. Something might
seem vaguely like a structure in : -
nature —a spider web, for example,
or a section of microscopic cells.
More likely, these are structural el-
ements injected to keep the image
in place.

“This form of expression is
metamorphic and fluid, similar to
natural elements, such as wind,
water, fire, and air,” the painter ex-
plains. In other words, the solidity
of reality is an illusion. He intends
to capture it in a powerful state of
flux.

In Flakes on the Archipiélago de
Colon, Popoiu demonstrates the
power of a limited palette by let-
ting blotches of white, like giant
snowflakes, offset a cauldron of
red being overridden by sheathes
of yellow. The pink background
agrees with the most powerful in-
fluences. |

Forbidden is probably Popoiu’s ' b |
most accessible painting. Intense blue-black threads, congealing per-
haps to a solid mass, stream above a highly obscured field of reds and
yellows. But that’s not all. A forbidding shield of pale hues threads
downward across the conflict, threatening to obscure everything.

Popoiu’s aesthetic recognizes, even invites, the primary forces that
are at the heart of abstract expressionism. “My work,” he says in his
artist’s statement, “is an expression of my personal life journey and
struggles of arefugee.” He adds, “The structure, transparency, and opac-
ity are obtained by the overlapping of multiple layers of pigment.”

This is best demonstrated in Cabo de Hornos Dissolves, an intricate
expression of many colors and currents, each claiming its own space
with nothing more than occasional awareness of other influences nearby.
Straight lines, splotches, tangles, and webs do their colorful work solo,
the occasional collision failing to slow the processes working them-
selves out.

The title of this exhibit, Blanket of Ash and Lapilli, suggests Popoiu’s
concerns about “how the footprints of development and progress scar
the skin of the Earth.” His environmentalist ambitions were formed in
his childhood in Romania, where “Every day in the summertime was a
great adventure. A different cherry tree would be raided by my cousins
and me.”

Warriors of Extinction is a blunt statement about nature fading, red-
dominated colors failing as they coalesce into sluggish pools. This builds
toward an organic major structure fed by fibrous threads in what seems
foreign space. Similarly, Erasing the Blood of Deforestation features a
format with reduced distinctions as “the environmental impact of hu-
mankind” destroys diversity.

Rebelling as a youthful artist whose shows were “controlled by what
the government deemed not provocative or ‘revolutionary,’” Popoiu
educated himself by visiting the American and French embassies for
information about the art scene outside Romania. “I dreamed of com-
ing to New York City, dreamed about the artistic community here. How
lucky and culturally educated these New Yorkers must be!”

His dreams, of course, were realized after much sacrifice. He settled
on Roosevelt Island and joined Gallery RIVAA to eventually become
the organization’s vice-president, enjoying the fruits of the metropoli-
tan art scene and contributing his own unique creativity.

It’s no surprise, then, that the most joyous painting in this exceptional
show is Disney in the Square, a painting in which the dominant blues
are the blues used by Matisse to declare the pleasures of pure color.
Threads of black and yellow dance around the central theme against a
background of pure white.
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PILATES - TAP -+ CHIKUNG -+ BALLETSTRENGTH & STRETCH -+ CREATIVE DRAMA - JAZZ
2011 MAIN STREET TEEN THEATRE MAIN DON'T FORGET YOUR CARD!

bresents s STREET SAMPLE MANY CLASSES WITH OUR POPULAR

« 1311vd

SEAN HAGERTY

* Special @A with Rabbi Moritt following this performance; +:5

CONTACT US: 212-371-4449 OR INFO@MSTDA.ORG

548 MAIN STREET ROOSEVELT ISLAND NEW YORK 10044
AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

HIP-HOP

; JUS VNN 10-CLASS CARD! TRY YOGA TODAY! AND BALLET
S 5 \\bANCE STRENGTH/STRETCH TOMORROW! ZUMBA? YOU
o PNI 37N enll BET! CAN'T ATTEND EVERY WEEK? USE THE CARD
2 ' WHEN YOU CAN! 3
% — 3
COMING SOON! 2
= .
L i et L S MAY 20 - 23
:t' i VEENIAE ) MAIN STREET cmwfsws THEATRE ;
[=-] i & o presents -
! A Part of The BROADPWAY JUNIOR COLLECTIO ' % 53 L. , 248 A LBIN =
E Book by Lyrics by Music by m Oﬂ m DD Y n 'Jl 8
JOSEPII;I S“II'EIN‘l S';ll-lELDOy I-Il(gRNICII’( HAJRE(EI;Y?RBIO?E( A Part of The BROAPWAY JUNIOR COLLECTION™ g
* ced on the N t N 7 g
w  Original Produstion Directed & Choreographed by JEROME ROBBINS B°L‘;|:‘ﬁ k‘;"r':: sbv o e%“h — i
= Director/Choreographer Musical Director Based Upon the Novel "My Love, My Love” by Rosa Guy 3
g ERIC SYDNOR PHILLIP BETTENCOURT Originally Directed & Choreographed on Broadway by Graciela Paniele g
s FRID AY, M Ay 6 80 0 pM MUSICAL PIRECTION & CHOREQGRAPHY BY PHILLIP BETTENCOURT ’
Y SATURDAY, MAY 7 2:00 & 8:00'PM. JUNE 3 - 5 2
S SUNDAY,MAY 8 7:00 PM. THE COMPLETEWORY S oF
= BOX OFFICE HOURS 2
T ONT SATAPR 23, 11A-1P; SAT APR 30, 10:30A-1P _ €T WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE =
£ WS TUE & THU (4/26, 4/28, 5/3 & 5/5) 6:30-8P A'fkfrs (ABRIDGED) o
* &1 HOURPRIOR TO EACH PERFORMANCE 7 BOOK BY =
TICKETS 19 (SENIORS/STUDENTS $10) ADAM LONG, DANIEL SINGER & JESS WINFIELD -
MAT SEATS 39 (CHILDREN AGES 4-10 ONLY) DIRECTED BY g
~
2
T
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The FAMILY CENTER

Where Children and Parents
Make Friends for Life

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG

For information on classes for toddlers and
school aged children please e-mail
islandkidsri@gmail.com.

ISLAND KIDS SUMMER CAMP 2011

FOR CHILDREN AGED 4-10
(must be entering Kindergarten or older in September 2011)

SWIMMING
SPORTS
VISUAL ARTS
FIELD TRIPS AND MORE!!
MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 9-4PM

Children aged 4-6  $285 per week
Children aged 7-10 $270 per week
Includes all program fees including field trips

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.ISLANDKIDS.ORG FOR PROGRAM DETAILS AND FOR REGISTRATION
INFORMATION E-MAIL ISLANDKIDSRI@GMAIL.COM or call 646-752-3839 WITH ANY QUESTIONS
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SHABBAT AND HOLIDAY CANDLE LIGHTING
oFriday, April 22 at 7:24 pm
oPassover, Sunday, April 24 at 7:26 pm
+Passover, Monday, April 25 AFTER 8:29 pm
oFriday, April 29 at 7:31 pm
oFriday, May 6 at 7:38 pm

Blessing for Shabbat: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu
Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh.

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat.

Blessing for Passover: Bo-ruch a-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ho-olom a-sher ki-de-sha-nu
be-mitz-vo-sov ve-tzi-vo-nu le-had-lik ner shel Yom Tov.

Translation: Blessed are you, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and has commanded us to kindle the light of the Festival Day.

T U U U U U U U U U T U U U U U U U T T U P U T U U U T U U U U U U T U L U U L U T U U U U U U U U U U U U U U

Zalman & Nechama Duchman 425 Main St. #6B Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 3
212-652-5660 * Nechama@RIJewish.org * www.RIJewish.org 3

B"H

One of New York_s oldest fine print galleries located just a half-block.
from the 60th Street Tram. ..

Phyllis Lucas Gallery

OLD PRINT CENTER

astablizhed 1925

...Over 75 years of satisfying the changing fine art and design needs

of the greater New York_community!

Photographs

e invite you to call or visit to learn more about our services and fine art collections.
235 E. 00th St. between 2nd & 3rd Aves.
Mon-Fr1 10am-5pm, Sat 2Zpm-5pm
www . phyllislucasgallery.com
212.755.1516

*Antique, Modern & Contemporary Prints, Paintings, &

*Custom & Hand-Finished Framing for All Budgets
*Paper, Painting & Frame Restoration

*Large Collection of Paper, Silk & Fabric Mats
*Custom Mirrors
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WEEKLY SESSIONS
JUNE 13 -AUG. 29

%
%
&

SUMMER

ISLAND

www.rirctennis.com

Advantage All-City Junior Tennis Camp

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT GORDON KENT, XAVIER LUNA, OR CAROL WRIGHT
(212) 935-0250 oR (212) 935-4049 EMAIL: NETENNIS@AOL.COM
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SIBLING DISCOUNT
10% OFF SECOND CHILD
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RIRA Column from page 2

a locked door on the Manhattan-bound plat-
form, as well as the broken street-level door,
be addressed forthwith. | reminded Scott
that the interior ceiling netting, intended to
prevent infiltration by pigeons has, instead,
provided them with additional perching and
nesting opportunities, creating an unsightly
and unhealthful situation. His office has
promised to follow up.

I welcomed the new bus czar, Cy
Opperman, in my last column, mentioning
that we intend to combine his technical ex-
pertise with our years of Island experience
to tweak a slowly improving transportation
web. That meeting is scheduled for next
Monday, and will include the chairs of our
Island Services and Planning Committees.
My thanks to all of you who responded to
our transportation website with your obser-
vations, complaints, and ideas.

FDR Hope Memorial

Did you attend the unveiling of the statue
that will grace the site set aside for the
Roosevelt Island Disabled Association? It
was a wonderful evening highlighted by the
presentation of Meredith Bergmann’s sculp-
ture design. Inspired by a composite of the
few photographs ever taken of President
Roosevelt in a wheelchair, it includes a rep-
resentation of a young girl on crutches. FDR
was instrumental in creating a haven for po-
lio victims, many of them children, at Warm

Springs, Georgia. Artwork of this caliber
doesn’t come cheap, neighbors, and when
RIDA begins raising funds, | hope you will
be generous.

Cherry Blossom Festival

This is the last WIRE prior to RIRA’s First
Annual Cherry Blossom Festival on April
30. Many of the details may be found in
today’s news pages, so I’ll just touch on the
highlights. When the idea began percolat-
ing through our Social, Cultural and Educa-
tional Services (SC&E) Committee, the plan
was to celebrate our glorious trees and to
raise a little cash for the always-strapped
RIRA treasury — and that may be the full
extent of future festivals. For this year, that
objective soon morphed into a grander
scheme, a Celebration of Hope that would
acknowledge the earthquake/tsunami/
nuclear disaster in Japan, and offer some
funds for the relief of the survivors. As now
configured, 100% of the funds raised will
go for that purpose.

The response from every sector has been
overwhelming. Our friend and City
Councilmember Jessica Lappin has autho-
rized two City Council proclamations, to be
presented to Ambassador Shigeyuki Hiroki,
Consul General of Japan in New York, and
Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan
to the United States of America, who, we

CAT SITTER:
917-587-3278

We will feed & care for your

and help with mail, plants, etc.

cat while you’re away,

Excellent references.

i——— ——
VISA e

.

\
Laguardia $16

A~
- - St

PO ¢

MAKE A RESERVATION

JFK $32

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

website ContinentalCL.com e« corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 - 24hrs - 718.507.8006

hope, will join us in a day of remembrance,
hope, and solidarity.

Lynne Shinozaki is working with the Japa-
nese Association of Roosevelt Island to in-
clude traditional Japanese music, food,
origami (we hope to produce a thousand
paper cranes that day), karate, and a tradi-
tional tea ceremony during the afternoon.
Later, the cranes will be displayed at PS/IS
217 for the school kids to enjoy.

Our partner in this venture, RIOC, has
graciously agreed to subsidize a beautiful
bronze plague, to be mounted on a rock
near the grove of cherry trees on the West
Promenade pier just north of the subway
station. Thanks to Judy Berdy for the
plaque contact. The Roosevelt Island Vi-
sual Art Association (RIVAA) will judge
a photo contest, and Fujifilm has donated
50 disposable cameras for pre-registered
kids, who may register free-of-charge,
first-come-first-served, with others wel-
come to register for a $5 fee. Fuji has
donated one of the prizes as well, a digital
camera. While the outdoor program is
scheduled from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., we con-

tinue with an auction (to include a piece from
the Noguchi Museum) at Gallery RIVAA at
4:00 p.m.

Confused? Me, too. There is such a con-
centration of good things, it takes my breath
away. However, be not afeared, friends. As
you wander through the various venues, you
will see Islanders sporting red and black
obis, the traditional Japanese sashes, and
these are your guides to all events. Until
then, consult our website, www.riraonline.com,
for breaking news. Admission is free, of
course.

To be a success, we will require two
things: The first is flowering cherry trees,
and we hope Mother Nature will be kind.
Our trees already are in full bloom in some
parts of the Island, and so, we will be thank-
ful for what we get. The second is you. We
hope you will make it your business to at-
tend, to support your neighbors who are la-
boring long and hard to invent this celebra-
tion, and to support the Japanese people by
making a generous donation (cash only,
please) for their relief. We’re Roosevelt Is-
landers, and this is what we do.
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GALLERY RIVAA INVITES YOU TO OUR

ART AUCTION.....

JAPAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FUND

SATURDAY APRIL 30TH, 2011 4-6PM
wiTH sPeEcIAL PERFOMANCE BY GERALD STARLIGHT BETWEEN 3:30-4PM

GALLERY RIVAA

527 MAIN STREET, ROOSEVELT ISLAND NY 10044

OPEN CALL ‘- ARTWORK SUBMISSION.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO

DONATE ARTWORK ror e aucrion

sLease suemT ey OPM APRIL 27 AT THE GALLERY

JUST BULBS
- Y &

* The Light Bulb Store. O
220 East 60th Street
* ( Bet. 2 Ave & 3 Ave ) -
New York, New York 10022

Tel (212) §88-5707 Fax (212) §88-5704 .

» Praise the spells and bless the charms,
’ ' O' ' & ’ | found April in my arms.
April golden, April cloudy,
Gracious, cruel, tender, rowdy;

CHINA 1 KITCHEN April soft in flowered languor,

Delicious Chinese Health Food April cold with sudden anger,

Order for Delivery or Take-Out Ever changing, ever true --
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine | love April, I love you.

Call 212-588-0806 / 0663 —Ogden Nash

Our vegetables are farm-fresh daily, and cooked only with pure
vegetable oil. We serve brown rice. All dishes can be altered to See you at Trel I |S'

— vour liking. Catering for all occasions.

) Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m.-11 p.m. N 212'752'1517

R Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-midnight A At the heart of the community,
& . . - next to the Good Shepherd Community Center
FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) & Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,

j”ﬁ 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island EFI_I 7 days every week. We also deliver.

Always Marry an April Girl
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* Divorce & Family Law
* Personal Injury Law
« Criminal Law

ATTORNEY ON
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-tume Roosevelt Island resident

Free consultation for Island residents
Evening and weekend appointments available « Home visits

PHILIP GRONER, ESQ.
110 Wall Street, 11th Floor
New York. NY 10005-3817

Office 212-709-8028 « Cell 917-539-6415

* Wills, Trusts, & Estates
« Real Estate: Closings
* Business Law

Classifieds

50¢ a word » 212-751-8214

unClassified Deadline for May 7 issue: Tuesday, May 3
unClassified Deadline for May 21 issue: Tuesday, May 17

Please see ComingUp, page 3, for other advertising deadlines

TRAVEL AGENT — Meet your cruise
specialist on Roosevelt Island at
www.cruisingwithmarilyn.com or call
866-304-8640. s

WEIGHT LOSS - Portion-controlled,
medically formulated nutritionally
balanced food. Medifast. Roosevelt
Island resident. 1-866-995-8789.

LARGE 2BED/2BATH Manhattan
Park — Moving for work, lease take-
over. Start May 30 (we are flexible,
open to discuss). 21st floor corner
unit, amazing water views from all
rooms, lots of sunlight, walk-in closet,
newly done oak floors. $2,595/month.
Call 917-822-2099.

MOVING SALE - Everything must go!
Leather couches, queen bed set, floor
lamps, carpet, writing desk and more at
40 River Road. Call 917-822-2099 to
discuss best offers.

FDR from page 1

wheelchair,” Bergmann continued. “It’s as
if he did not admit the extent of his disabil-
ity — that he was a paraplegic, that he would
never be able to walk again — to himself, let
alone the public. People knew that he had
polio and had been paralyzed, but thought
he had recovered. No press photos were ever
published of FDR as a disabled man.

“We have only two photographs, taken by
family members.”

Showing a photo taken on the porch of
FDR’s cottage in Hyde Park (see The WIRE,
April 9), Bergmann noted that it shows the
president with his dog, Fala, and the
caretaker’s daughter.

“FDR loved children and helped thou-
sands of them by establishing a center for
the treatment of polio at Warm Springs,
Georgia. He invented therapies and new
ways of charting the progress of each
muscle, but what he always emphasized in
the treatments (and himself inspired) was
joyful play, and pleasure in the water, in life,
and in each other.

“He inspired hope.”

Bergmann sculpted the Boston Women’s
Memorial, which includes Abigail Adams,
poet Phillis Wheatley, and activist Lucy
Stone. She said she “became vividly aware
of, and fascinated with, the inspirational
power of historical figures” when doing re-
search for that memorial, completed in 2003.

She added that, “Almost immediately af-
ter the unveiling, people began leaving gifts
for the statues,” and said, “It’s been sug-
gested that the FDR Hope Memorial include
a place to deposit Roosevelt dimes as a
source for ongoing fundraising.”

Speaking of FDR, Bergmann said, “It’s
clear that FDR was able to focus our atten-
tion away from his withered legs and up into

PRIVATE TENNIS LESSONS in
outdoor tennis courts near Octagon.
Just $50 for a lesson! 347-376-1341.

CUSTOM MAHOGANY Queen-size
platform bed with firm mattress. Made
of solid Indonesian wood (not Ikea!).
Beige fabric backboard. $250. Call
917-576-1376 or peej93@yahoo.com.

CATCH YOUR CAT, etc. efficient help
with your feline escape artist. Vet-
recommended, Island references.
917-355-1867 /
catchyourcat@gmail.com.

MATH TUTORING by experienced
teacher living on the Island. Any level.
Call 212-829-14086. e 7110

AVON Representative — Roosevelt
Island. www.youravon.com/joannacuevas

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
Certified Reflexologist — Island resi-
dent Diana Brill. Gift certificates
available. 212-759-9042.

A PLAY DATE with Irene & the NY
PuRRple Tigers! Children will experi-
ence music, drama, tumbling, dance,
etc., in a class especially designed just
for your child’s interests & abilities.
917-655-0028.

TUTORING — English professor
available. Essays / Test preparation /
Grammar / Analysis. 646-319-3873.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert
teacher, individual or group. Call
212-355-3848.

BABYSITTING SERVICE - Mature,
caring, responsible babysitter. Ages 3
years and up. Reasonable rates.
American, speaks French. Call
917-405-7370 for info and references.
Enjoy your night out! o

NOTARY PUBLIC — 212-935-7534.

ERRANDS: Organizing, Special
Projects, Personal Assistance. You
run your life, I'll run your errands. Call
Vicki Feinmel, 212-223-1108
vieinmel@verizon.net. o

his head, face, and grin. He sat with more
energy than surrounding men stood. That’s
a wonderful challenge for a sculptor.”

Bergmann quoted FDR: “‘If they are to
put up any memorial to me, | should like it
to consist of a block about the size of this
desk.” It was from his desk that FDR’s vi-
sion became history, and 1I’m going to use
the desktop as surface on which we can tell
the history and vision of Roosevelt Island.”

Bergmann concluded, “Visitors in wheel-
chairs can fit comfortably alongside the
benches... and there will be many photo op-
portunities.”

Eco-Friendly Drycleaning

Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning
Expert European Tailoring

Shirts Laundered
Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA

Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broaaway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

The Island on the Web

compiled by Rick O’Conor

Roosevelt Islander — Stanford Wants Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/2w

Roosevelt Islander — FDR Hope Memorial Wheelchair Statue — nyc10044.com/z/2x
Second Avenue Sagas — How Roosevelt Island Got the F Train — nyc10044.com/z/2r
RIRA Online — Cherry Blossom Festival — nyc10044.com/z/2c

FDR Hope Memorial — We Are Enabled — nyc10044.com/z/23

You Tube — FDR Hope Memorial Unveiled — nyc10044.com/z/2d

NY 1 — FDR Wheelchair Memorial for Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/2i

Curbed — FDR Hope Memorial Unveiled — nyc10044.com/z/2]

NY Post — Roosevelt Island Statue of Disabled FDR — nyc10044.com/z/2k

Wall Street Journal — Stanford Eyes Roosevelt Island Campus — nyc10044.com/z/2h
Stanford News — Stanford President on Roosevelt Island Proposal — nyc10044.com/z/25
Business Insider — Stanford’s Proposed Roosevelt Island Campus — nyc10044.com/z/2f
You Tube — Video of Stanford’s Roosevelt Island Proposal — nyc10044.com/z/2f

Boiler Station — Purdue Also Interested in Roosevelt Island Campus — nyc10044.com/z/2|
Jongmin Kim blog — New Red Bus App — nyc10044.com/z/2q

See Click Fix — Meditation Steps in Disrepair — nyc10044.com/z/2z

RIOC - April RIOC Board of Directors Meeting Webcast — nyc10044.com/z/29

RIOC - RIOC Operations Committee audio webcast — nyc10044.com/z/26

RIOC - RIOC Real Estate Advisory Committee audio webcast — nyc10044.com/z/27
RIOC - RIOC Governance Committee audio webcast — nyc10044.com/z/28

RIOC — March Public Safety Blotter — nyc10044.com/z/2a

RIOC — March Public Safety Statitstics — nyc10044.com/z/2b

NY Post — No Sheriff on Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/2e

NY Times — Ping Pong With Roosevelt Island Chief — nyc10044.com/z/2m

NY Times — Underground Nuclear Reactor Proposed for Rl in 1960°s — nyc10044.com/z/2p
Mashable — Smarter Wireless Roosevelt Island Parking — nyc10044.com/z/2n

NY Post — Outdoor Ping Pong Tables Coming to Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/20
Just Verb It — Outdoor Photography on Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/2s

Roosevelt Island School G & T Class Blog — PS/IS 217 Volunteer Day — nyc10044.com/z/30
You Tube — Where | Go — Roosevelt Island — nyc10044.com/z/2t

You Tube — Roosevelt Island Tram Poem — nyc10044.com/z/2u

You Tube — Roosevelt Island Ice Cream Truck — nyc10044.com/z/2v

Roosevelt Island Listings — R1 Jobs and Business Networking Group — nyc10044.com/z/2y

RIOC Column from page 2

keep the Island safe by enforcing the laws.
They have the authority to issue summonses
for parking violations, moving violations, and
penal law and criminal penal law violations.
They also possess the authority to process ar-
rests through the NYPD booking system.

When an NYPD investigation is required,
PSD works closely with the NYPD officers to
aid them in the investigation. Similarly, PSD
works with other law enforcement agencies.

PSD officers, with the assistance of the
NYPD, help make Roosevelt Island one of
the safest neighborhoods in the City. Be-
tween 2009 and 2010, crime decreased by
18 percent. This year, the downward trend
is continuing. Between January 1 and
April 1 of 2011, there were 10 felonies,
compared with 16 during the same period
the previous year. Misdemeanors are also
down, from 40 in the first three months of
2010 to 32 in the first three months of this
year. | wanted to share with you some recent
examples of the exemplary work conducted
by the members of PSD.

Fighting Graffiti: As you know, we have a
graffiti problem on the Island. PSD has been
focused on identifying the perpetrators. Re-
cently, through increased surveillance and ex-
tra patrols, PSD arrested two individuals who
were responsible for over 100 tags here. These
individuals, who are not Island residents, were
rearrested by the NYPD for other tags off-Is-
land.

Reducing Burglaries: PSD arrested a man
responsible for burglarizing two apartments.
In both cases, the apartment doors were left
open by the residents. The burglar walked
down halls turning door knobs. When he

found an unlocked door, he opened it and
yelled a name. If the resident answered, he
apologized and said he had the wrong apart-
ment. If he didn’t get a response, he would
steal valuables near the door, including cell
phones, iPods, iPads, Kindles, and more. Fol-
lowing his arrest, PSD issued a memo to resi-
dents reminding them that while the Island is
safe, we still need to take certain precautions,
including locking our doors and reporting sus-
picious incidents to the PSD.

PSD is led by Director Keith Guerra, a 20-
year veteran of the NYPD and Greenburgh
Police Department. He is a NYS Certified
Police Instructor, and has received training
from the FBI, Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, American Red Cross, American
Heart Association, and others. Deputy Direc-
tor René Bryan and Captain Estrella Suarez
assist Director Guerra in running the depart-
ment.

PSD has been proactive in providing the
Roosevelt Island community with outreach
summits on crime prevention and on youth
and gangs. They have also sponsored pro-
grams in bicycle safety, car-seat safety, Hal-
loween safety, and safety for seniors. They
truly appreciate the community’s support,
and believe in their slogan, “Together we
can make a difference.”

You can learn more about the PSD by visit-
ing www.rioc.com.

Next time you see a PSD officer, introduce
yourself. They look forward to meeting mem-
bers of the community and getting to know
you better. If you have any questions, or want
to report an incident, you can always reach
PSD at 212-832-4545.
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Dental Love LLC

501 A Main St
Roosevelt Island
www.mydentallove.com

212-752-8722
Dental Passion LLC

164 W 96th Street, Manhattan (10025) between Columbus and Amsterdam
www.dentalpassion.com

212-749-0600

General and cosmetic dentistry
Orthodontic specialist — clear and traditional braces
Endodontic specialist — root canal
Periodontic specialist — gum disease and implants

Pedodontic specialist — children’s dentist at Dental Passion office
(Children treated at both offices.)

Hours at 96th Street office: o Hours on the Island:
Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:00, Fri. 9:00-3:00, All major insurance plans accepted Mon.-Thur. 9:00-6:30, Fri. 9:00-3:00,
and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00 and Sat. appointments 9:00-3:00

Dental Arts Gallery KAREN'S PILATES STUDIO ON R]

Private and group mat classes

Contemporary & Esthetic Laser Dentistry
novice * beginner © intermediate ® seniors

Specialists Available

Nothing you wear is

more important than your smile Karen Mann
: Certified Pilates Instructor
@1. Benjamin Godder, D.M.D. 212.750.6223

212-750-3478 » 212-750-3557
115 E. 57th Street, Suite 1520, New York, NY
www.DrGodder.com

~ Over 30 years of experience ~

~ Full-time faculty position at NYU College of Dentistry ~ ﬁge iﬂthJ‘ltCtO?:)’ session! You're worth it!
All major insurances accepted including NYU and local hospitals

Jack ResniCk, MD Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street — 212-832-2310 Board Certified Pediatrician
office practice and housecalls for the homebound and Pediatric Allergist
Visit our Website DAS H We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
therooseveltdoctor.com . e United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan
. check lab results Disabled Association
. make appointments Support for the Homebound 501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island * 212-753-5505
- fake a survey Help with sbeping
- internet health resources * Al . Office Hours
. get help finding insurance » Medications to be picked up B it .
. read opinions » Someone to talk to y appointmen
Call DASH and one of our , . .
: Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
volunteers W',:' Cor?e to your by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
The Roosevelt Doctor gf?%rsré]%%@ We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
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heading back to school at the head 9 q
of the class.

RooseverT [stanD [D)ay N ursery
Full Day Programs for Infants and Toddlers
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Registration

A GREAT FALL SEMESTER BEGINS for all infant and toddler programs begins on

WITH SUMMER AT KUMON. Wednesday, Apl‘ll 27’ 2011

The first months of the school year ahead
Space is available for July 2011 — June 2012

should be a time for moving forward, not
catching up. Kumon Math and Reading keeps
your child’s mind active, so she can hit the
ground running.

In about 30 minutes a day and two Center
visits a week Kumon can begin unlocking your

child's full potential using a proven method Registration will take place at the Roosevelt Island Day Nursery
that nurtures achievement. ocated a4 Rever Read

Financial Aid is available to those who qualify.

schedule a

FREE

placement test
today!

KUMON OF MIDTOWN-EAST .
212-702-8769 KUMON

MATH. READING. SUCCESS. For more information check our website www.ridn.org
962 1st Avenue

(53rd St. & 1st Ave.) www.kumon.com

Samossa

Bites

Home Style Indian Cooking
* Formally Tiffin New York %
Healthy  Free Local Delivery (min $12)

- Vegetarian / Vegan Friendly -

Open 11:00am to 9:00pm
(Tuesday Closed)

- e S R R M W R M e o e e e e e

'Every Day Specials Create Your Own Tiffin \‘,

from Veggie Curries / Non Veggie Curries and Accompaniments

Tiffin $8.99,
Sample Tiffin k}
Dal Tarka:

I

I

1

1

I

I

I

1

]

: yellow lentils traditi

\  Saag Paneer Q
! Indian cheasé with spinach
:

1

\

Rice/ otis or 1 Naan
'eggie Curries $1.00 extra

———————————————————————————————

34-11 Crescent Street Long Island City, NY

© 718-606-9150
© 718-392-3557
Fax 718-606-1449
EMAIL customerservice@samossabites.com
Online Ordering is Available Via Seamless Web
www.samossabites.com
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