
by David Stone
Last week, on  a partly overcast, 

breezy afternoon in an undeveloped 
portion of Four Freedoms Park, 
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney 
delivered a symbolic contribution 
from the United States Congress to 
William J. vanden Heuvel, Board of 
Directors and Chair for Four Free-
doms Park. “I am proud to have 
helped lead the successful effort 
to secure federal funds to support 
the creation of this extraordinary 
amenity,” Maloney said.

They also buried a time capsule.
Maloney has represented Roo-

sevelt Island since 1993, and re-
cently led a successful campaign 
to save the local post office from an 
announced closing. After the cere-
mony, she invited The WIRE to join 
her with a half-dozen others for an 
eye-opening visit to restricted areas 
being developed at the southern tip 
of the Island.
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The Cherry Blossom Festival is 
scheduled for today, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 
this year under the auspices
of The Child School.

See ComingUp, page 3.

Sometime in the next three 
to six months, Roosevelt Island 
will get a bakery, an organic food 
market, a wine store, and a sand-
wich shop, according to a press 
release from Hudson-Related, the 
partnership now 
managing retail 
spaces on Main 
Street under a 
contract from 
RIOC.

The Child 
School will get 
the second floor 
at 504 Main 
Street, with the first floor still re-
served for a New York Public Li-
brary branch.

Trellis’s lease will be renewed.
The Roosevelt Island Visual Art 

Association will start paying rent 
for Gallery RIVAA.

The press release from Hudson-
Related describes the developments 
this way:

Hudson-Related Retail LLC, a 
joint venture between real-estate 
development firms The Hudson 
Companies and Related Com-
panies, today announced new 
retail leases, architectural  and 
streetscape improvements, and 
lease renewals that  will revitalize 
the Main Street retail corridor and 
bring new amenities to Roosevelt 
Island.  Retail demand has out-
paced  supply in recent years as 
the Island has experienced popula-
tion growth in newly constructed 

Time Capsule

Progress on Four Freedoms Park as 
Maloney Delivers $500,000 U.S. Funds

Joining Maloney and Ambassa-
dor William vanden Heuvel at the 
ceremony were City Councilmem-
ber Jessica Lappin, Four Freedoms 
Park CEO Sally Minard, Four Free-
doms Park Executive Director Gina 
Pollara, and Erik Bottcher, repre-
senting Governor Andrew Cuomo.

A large replica $500,000 check 
was presented at the ceremony. 
The timing was significant be-
cause extensive landscaping and 
tree-planting, reinventing the area 
where residents once watched Ma-
cy’s fireworks fill the night sky, has 
launched the final phases of park 
development.

As a dark gray cloud threatened, 
Maloney took the podium to say, 
“The FDR Monument in Four Free-
doms Park will be the only memo-
rial located in the City where the 
last president from New York and 
his wife, Eleanor, made their home 
for years.  And it’s absolutely fitting 

that it will be located on the Island 
that proudly bears his name.

“The Four Freedoms Park will be 
a beautiful and welcoming public 
open space honoring the historic 
legacy of a great president whose 
inspirational leadership helped 
guide America’s greatest genera-
tion through the catastrophic Great 
Depression and the cataclysmic 
events of World War II. And be-
cause of its historic nature, I think 
it is entirely appropriate that we are 
burying a time capsule to mark this 
special occasion.”

The time capsule, a 60-pound 
stainless steel box, contains mate-
rials specially treated for long life, 
including Norman Rockwell’s Four 
Freedoms depictions, the original 
Four Freedoms speech, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s draft card, a United 
Nations charter, a United Nations 
flag, and a photograph of President 
Roosevelt and his family.

Accepting the check, Ambassa-
dor vanden Heuvel said, “We are 
so pleased to be able to complete 
the landscaping of FDR Four Free-
doms Park with the money secured 
from Congress by Representative 
Maloney.”

Next, he joined Maloney and 
Lappin – who helped spearhead a 
successful effort to get $5 million 
from the City for the park – as they 
crouched in rough soil to watch the 
time capsule being secured behind 
the cornerstone in a wall near what 
will become the park’s formal en-
trance.

As the crowd dispersed, Malo-
ney gathered a small group that 
climbed up a slope of loose gravel 
and shattered bricks and walked 
south through the active construc-
tion zone. Fresh trees line the sides 
of the walkway, and more were 

Retail

Four New Shops Signed 
For Main Street Retail
Child School Gets 504 Main Space

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney  
(red jacket), City Councilmember 

Jessica Lappin (kneeling), and Sally 
Minard (gray jacket) of the FDR 

Park Project watched last week as 
workers sealed a time capsule at Four 
Freedoms Park.  The park is expected 

to open in October.  There are 
additional park photos on page 6.

residential buildings and with an-
ticipation of the new Cornell cam-
pus.  

David Kramer, a principal with 
The Hudson Companies, said, “We 
are excited to announce the inau-

gural set of new 
leases and con-
tinue to bring 
additional ame-
nities to Roos-
evelt Island and 
revitalize Main 
Street.  These 
new retail ten-
ants will bring 

much-anticipated and desirable 
services to the local community 
of 14,000 residents which, until 
now, had very few dining op-
tions on Main Street.  Residents 
will now have even greater op-
tions to shop, dine and relax 
without leaving the Island and 
we look forward to sharing ad-
ditional tenant news in the near 
future.” 

Retail leasing activity includes 
new tenants and renewals, includ-
ing: 

• Island Spirits, a new wine and 
liquor store, will open at 605 Main 
St. The Island has been without a 
wine store for several years. 

• Wholesome Direct, a gourmet 
and organic natural food market 
at 530 Main St.

• Europan Bakery Cafe at 503 
Main St. will offer fresh gourmet 

Briefly...
The RIOC Board Operations Committee voted this week to replace the 

roof of the Good Shepherd Center with real slate in a move to preserve 
the landmark’s historic qualities.

As the Island anticipates the arrival of the Cornell campus in mid-
decade, and as Main Street’s older buildings contemplate changes to 
heating methods more economical than electricity, the Island needs a 
comprehensive study of future needs for natural gas, Sanjiv Tandon of 
Rivercross told the Operations Committee.  Added high-pressure service 
is to be requested from Con Ed; present low-pressure service will remain 
in place.

The Operations Committee was also told that Island-wide wi-fi is “com-
ing along.”  No final date for full availability was mentioned.

See FDR Park, page 10

See Retail, page 4

Just nine days remain for or-
dering The WIRE’s I Tram NY tote 
bag.  Three 50-
unit production 
runs have sold 
out and another 
will be ordered 
to fill orders re-
ceived by April 
30.  There’s an 
order form on 
page 12.

Southtown #7 
Gets Green Light
Hudson-Related is not only de-
veloping the Main Street retail 
corridor – planning has started 
for the 7th Southtown building, to 
be on the east side of Main Street.
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Letters

To the editor,

I am writing in response to vari-
ous individuals who have objected 
to a letter sent out from the Child 
School soliciting donations for the 
development of a performing arts 
center 504 Main. As some of your 
readers may know, 504 is building 
which has been never been ten-
anted since its construction in the 
1970s .   Unfortunately the letter 
erroneously referred to an amphi-
theater at 504 Main.  The building 
will instead contain a small audi-
torium which will double as a the-
atre for our drama performances.  
Its seating  capacity will be ap-
proximately 150.  The space will 
also contain 3 classrooms that will 
focus on music ,dance and art. This 
new facility will be available to our 
community after school hours, the 
only cost will be for security (IF 
NECESSARY). Our construction 
plan includes sound proofing which 
should eliminate any disruption for 
the planned library on the first floor.

 
These individuals, have used the 

above letter as a pretext to question 
my ethics and raise the issue of 
conflicts of interest as a result of 
my serving on the RIOC board.  As 
far as conflict of interest s and the 
Child School is concerned ,I do not 

An Affront to Ethics & Democracy
Sal Ferrera still doesn’t get it.  (See letter, left.)
The “small but very vocal group of individuals” that opposes his presence on the RIOC 

Board consists of the 92% of voting Islanders who cast ballots in 1999 to demand a RIOC 
Board of Directors consisting of residents elected by residents.  Or the 80% who voted in 

2000 to make the same demand for democratic governance here.  Or the 95% who voted in 

2006 to reaffirm that preference.
True, not all of those voters are constantly “vocal.”  They shouldn’t have to be.  They have voted.
Ferrera’s offense is not that he wants to do good things for The Child School and the Island.  

His offense is to Island democracy.  He committed this offense by arranging, with his political 
benefactor, State Senator Marty Golden of Brooklyn, for the removal of Jonathan Kalkin, a 
resident, from the RIOC Board, and having himself appointed as an unelected non-resident 
replacement.

(Perhaps it is coincidental, but this quick change occurred 
shortly after Ferrera told Kalkin that he wanted the second 
floor of 504 Main Street for The Child School.  Kalkin, 
who chaired the RIOC Board’s Real Estate Advisory Com-
mittee, told Ferrera there is a defined official procedure for 
acquiring such space.  Within days, Kalkin was taken off 
the Board and Ferrera was given his seat.)

Kalkin is a resident who was nominated, by ballot, by 
Island residents.

The fact that Ferrera is both a non-resident and unelected 
is why, in June of 2011, all five elected members of the 
nine-member RIOC Board wrote to the governor request-
ing that the “installation of Mr. Ferrera in the Board seat 
of Mr. Kalkin be postponed until such time as expiring ap-
pointments can be resolved through the process of public 
referendum.”

Ferrera also has serious conflicts of interest.  Because The Child School rents considerable 
space in RIOC-controlled properties, his conflict was immediate upon his being appointed 
to the Board that controls those properties.  The governor was apparently prepared to ignore 
that conflict, just as he ignored – by failing to consult or even inform – Roosevelt Island’s 
elected representatives in the State Legislature when he went along with the Brooklyn sena-
tor’s request that Kalkin be removed and replaced with Ferrera.

Further, since his appointment, Ferrera has created these additional conflicts:
• RIOC Board members, as a matter of ethics and to avoid even the appearance of conflict, 

must refrain from soliciting donations from organizations that do business with RIOC.  On 
Ferrera’s watch, The Child School has recently done just that, asking Island organizations 
for contributions.  Only after the conflict was made public did he label the letter as an error, 
claiming he didn’t authorize it.

• Board members are not supposed to propose or recommend vendors in which they have 
an interest.  But Ferrera did.  He serves on the Board of New York Rowing.  Without dis-
closing that fact, he brought New York Rowing to RIOC as a potential vendor, renter, or 
beneficiary of property controlled by RIOC.  Even after that conflict was exposed, he voiced 
a commendation of the group to RIOC Board members who may play a role in deciding on 
the disposition of that property.

Even then, his belated acknowledgement of his membership on the group’s board of direc-
tors fell short when he failed to disclose that the New York Rowing board member making 
a presentation to the RIOC Real Estate Advisory Committee also serves on Ferrera’s board 
at The Child School.  The appearance?  They’re trading favors – Ferrera doing so with State 
property.

Ferrera will also now use State funds (New York State supports the school) to rent the 
second floor at 504 Main Street.  The Child School can afford this because it pays unrealisti-
cally low rent for its existing quarters.  (Under founder Maari da Sousa, The Child School 
rehabilitated former “mini-school” space in  a deal with RIOC.)  The added space at 504 – 
and the “amphitheater” within it – was the facility for which Ferrera’s school was soliciting 
funds from Islanders and Island groups.

• Ferrera wants an equestrian facility for the students of his school.  Sitting on the RIOC 
Board while asking the RIOC Board to make such land available is shot through with con-
flict.  Such transactions should be conducted at arm’s length, without such influence.  He 
then created another conflict of interest by offering a job (which would ultimately involve the 
equestrian facility) to the daughter of Kathie Grimm, a fellow RIOC Board member, whose 
vote on that matter will be tainted, at least in appearance.

Ferrera will respond that Grimm can recuse herself from that vote.  But recusals change 
the voting proportions required for a Board majority, so even that course of action amounts 
to a tampering with the RIOC Board’s independence.

Most Roosevelt Islanders support the mission of The Child School, even though few of 
its students reside here.  Many support the good that Ferrera wants to do, but it is tainted by 
his presence on the Board and his clumsy efforts to influence fellow Board members.  It’s 
his tactics that are a cause for concern, and success using them should not be over the dead 
body of our fledgling democracy.

Ferrera needs to step down.
DL

as a matter of policy raise or pro-
pose  any projects that will be solely 
beneficial to The Child School. A 
good example is the request made 
by the rowing group to build a  tem-
porary 80 foot floating dock under 
the Koch Bridge on RI .  Yes, it 
will be accessible to the students 
of The Child School as well to all 
the interested residents  that live on 
the Island. Yes,  I also serve on the 
rowing groups not for profit board 
and that can  be interrupted as a 
conflict which  is why I have stood 
aside as the rowing group presented 
its proposal independently and in 
compliance with RIOCs stated poli-
cies and procedures. This project, 
along with 504 main, will benefit 
our community and in particular 
the children living on this island 
yet both projects are being used as 
a basis for various individuals to 
personally and wrongly attack my 
participation on the RIOC board. 

 
My hope is that the vast major-

ity of the residents on this island 
can see benefits of just these two 
projects and separate them from 
the real objectives of this small but 
very vocal group of individuals 
who refuse to accept my presence 
on the RIOC board as a result of my 
assignment by the Governor.

Sal Ferrera

Editor’s note:  Because the following letter was distributed widely,
The WIRE publishes it below without corrections, unedited,
as received.  An editorial response appears at right.

Retail

Kalkin Sees End in Sight
For Mercantile Quagmire

by Dick Lutz
“We want to keep businesses

here, because under the Main
Street retail agreement with
Hudson-Related, the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation keeps
whatever income exists at the time
the deal is signed.  We want to keep
them here.”

Jonathan Kalkin, the RIOC
Board member who chairs that
board’s Real Estate Advisory Com-
mittee, responded Tuesday to a ru-
mor that RIOC is in the process of
evicting the hardware-video store
at 544 Main Street.  In the course
of a conversation with The WIRE,
he clarified the Board’s view of the
Trellis lease situation as well as that
of the hardware-video store.

Hudson-Related, the develop-
ment team responsible for
Southtown – all the buildings on
the land between the Tram station
and Blackwell House – will soon
take over the leasing of the Main
Street retail strip.  Kalkin estimated
that the contract making Hudson-
Related the master leaseholder
should be signed in two to three
weeks.

In the meantime, says Kalkin,
RIOC is trying to work out a solu-
tion for a multi-month rent back-
log with the owner of the hardware
store.  “Two years back, we low-

ered their rent, gave them a pay-
ment plan, and tried to do every-
thing we possibly could to make
sure they could keep going.  We
like to preserve businesses, so we
do what we can.  I’d like to work
something out while we’re still in
control of the space, so they don’t
start out owing the next landlord
money.”  At the same time, Kalkin
said he considers it unfair to keep
in place a business that’s not pay-
ing its rent while others, able to pay

Jon Kalkin chaired the RIOC Board
Real Estate Advisory Committee.

Cuomo Names Child School Boss to

RIOC Board, Ignoring New Tradition of

Community Nominations by Ballot
by Dick Lutz

In a stealth action that stunned
Island leaders when they learned
of it on Wednesday, a Republican
State Senator from Brooklyn and
Governor Andrew Cuomo have
have made the Executive Director
of The Child School (TCS) a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC).

Salvatore Ferrera, who took over
the top job at TCS in July 2010,
said Thursday afternoon that he
sought the appointment.  He will
replace Jonathan Kalkin, who was
nominated in a community election
early in 2008.

The Senate vote was 32-30.
Every Democratic member voted
no. State Senator Jose Serrano, the
Democrat who represents the Is-
land, had earlier urged the Senate
Finance Committee to reject
Cuomo’s nomination of Ferrera.
Neither Serrano nor Assembly-
member Micah Kellner was aware
of the governor’s nomination until
sometime Wednesday.  They were
not consulted, according to a
source with close knowledge of
events, nor was the president of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation or other Island leaders.

Future Nominations
What’s more, a source familiar

with the governor’s action says that
Islanders should expect Cuomo,
who is a Democrat, to appoint
RIOC Board members without ref-
erence to community nomination
elections or consultation with the
community.

Cuomo’s immediate predeces-
sors as governor, Eliot Spitzer and
David Paterson, embraced the idea
of community nominating elec-
tions.  Two such elections have
been held so far – in February 2008
and May 2009.  But Cuomo, by his
unpublicized nomination of
Ferrera and his intention to replace
Board members whose terms ex-
pire without consideration of com-
munity balloting, has effectively
discarded a decade and a half of
Islanders’ work toward democra-
tization of Island governance.

Most recently, a RIRA subcom-
mittee has been working since
January with Kellner on legislation
that would expand, rather than con-
tract, the resident voice in the gov-
ernance of the Island community,
ideally by finding a formula for
direct election of RIOC Board
members.

“This is discouraging – demor-
alizing,” one activist commented.

Ferrera’s nomination was

Gangs Session Thursday
by Jim Baehler

The Island’s Public Safety Department (PSD) will present a “sum-
mit” on gangs Thursday night (June 23) at the Good Shepherd Center.
(See ad, page 11.)

Some parents will be surprised to learn that there are gangs here.  PSD
says there are, and it wants to enlist parents in support of its effort to
deal with the problem.  PSD Chief
Keith Guerra is bringing in gangs
expert Ronald “Cook” Barrett to
conduct Thursday night’s session.

To preview the meeting, The
WIRE interviewed Barrett and
Guerra

WIRE:  What are the risk fac-
tors that draw young people into
gangs?

Ron Barrett:  The gangs take the
place of family structure.  They fill
a void, offering protection and so-
cialization.  A gang also has the
appeal of a glamorous lifestyle that
has been portrayed in the entertain-
ment media.  A gang provides a sense of belonging, especially to those
who are not involved in any sort of structured activity and have consid-
erable idle time on their hands.  In that situation, a young person may
take to the streets and fall in with a gang.  There is also the attraction of
financial gain to be realized from the sale of drugs.

W:  What are some things parents can do to prevent a child from
getting involved in a gang?

RB:  It is important that young people have structured activities that
take up much of their out-of-school time – athletics, music, a YMCA, or
any of a host of other things that occupy a youngster’s time.  A child
with too much idle time is in danger of falling in with a gang.  Parents
need to check on their children’s school attendance and get to know
their children’s friends.

W:  Does gang activity vary from one community to another?
RB:  In the inner city, gangs are territorial.  They stake out an area and

declare it to be their turf, which they will then defend against other
gangs.  Suburban gangs usually are not territorial; they pursue their ac-
tivities over a wider area.

Youth gangs expert Ron “Cook”
Barrett, speaking here in 2009
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Rain
threatened,
but, with shelter
close at hand, a good crowd

came out for Roosevelt Island Day
last Saturday.  Photos,

pages 8-9.

TM

See Retail, page 12

See Ferrera, page 4

See Gangs, page 12
Sal Ferrera, as he listened to
residents on Thursday.

To the Editor:
The Silicon City/Island/Whatever committee that Jonathan Kalkin, Jeff 

Escobar, and Susan Marcus are championing is a poorly designed organi-
zation for representing the Island’s interests.  As Ms. Marcus (chair of the 
RIRA subcommittee under the RIRA Planning Committee, which I chair) 
points out, RIRA will have the same say in this organization as the nail 
salon.  (Why is that good?)  With the recent changes from Silicon Island to 
Silicon City, Mr. Kalkin and Mr. Escobar are aiming big, but they’ve lost 
the ability for Roosevelt Island to get its say.  When the needs of 12,000 
residents of Roosevelt Island get folded into an organizaztion that incor-
porates 150,000 people of Queens, the Island is demoted to a tiny voice.

A main problem with this effort is that key questions on governance 
– now a year later – have still not been answered by Mr. Escobar or Mr. 
Kalkin.  There is no record of a RIRA committee approving this a year 
ago, and the RIRA Common Council has not debated this, yet RIRA 
President Matt Katz gives the impression that this has been endorsed by 
RIRA.  Ms. Marcus doesn’t allow opposing points of view to be presented 
in meetings, and she gives three days’ notice for approving a set of by-
laws (no documents in advance) and electing directors (candidates not 
revealed).  Island residents who have run RIRA and RIOC elections are 
involved, yet they don’t apply their experience.  There is no open process 
for announcing these important procedural meetings, there aren’t open 
elections for candidates, and so on.  Largely, the opposite of transparency, 
openness, and fairness apply.

On top of this, it is unclear why Cornell-Technion would sign such a 
See Letters, page 4
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– This Weekend –
Cherry Blossom Walk, Sat Apr 21, 11am, sponsored by the Historical 

Society ($10 donation suggested).  Meet at the Visitor Kiosk in Tramway 
Plaza (on the Island).

Cherry Blossom Festival, Sat Apr 21, 1-3pm, dock near subway station.
Demonstration and Workshop in Origami and Shodo (Japanese cal-

ligraphy) by Toshiko Groner as part of the Cherry Blossom Festival, 
Sat Apr 21, 1-3pm, Gallery RIVAA.  $5 charge.

All-City Junior Tennis Camp Open House, Sat Apr 21, 4-6pm, Roos-
evelt Island Racquet Club.  Information 212‑935‑4049 or klatif@rirc.com.  
Also Sat May 19.  (Ad, page 8.)

Opening Reception for Coleoptera, by Matej 
Dlabal, Sat Apr 21, 5-7pm, Octagon Gal-
lery, 888 Main St.  Gallery hours 8am-8pm 
daily.  Information:  matejdlabal@gmail.com or 
917‑951‑3608.

Vernissage 11, the 11th-anniversary mem-
bers’ group exhibition at Gallery RIVAA, 
closes Sun Apr 22.  Gallery hours Sat-Sun 
11am-5pm, Tue & Thu 1-5pm, Wed & 
Fri 6-9pm.

Open Auditions for Camp Sing, Sun Apr 
22, 12noon, Main Street Theatre.  Camp Sing session will be held on 
the Island Jul 9-14.  Information online at goo.gl/31cqu.  (Ad, page 7.)

Good Shepherd Sunday Concerts presents William Lewis – From 
Beethoven to Berlin to Billy Joel, piano and vocals, Sun Apr 22, 
2:30pm, Good Shepherd Center.  Free; donations support food program.  
(Ad, page 4.)

– Coming Week & Next Weekend –
Roosevelt Island Business Networking Group meets, Tue Apr 24, 

7:30pm.  For location information, thomas_wood@natfin.net.
Fit Mothers six-week program starts at Main Street Theatre, Wed Apr 

25.  Physician approval required.  Information at 212‑371‑4449.  (Ad, 
page 7.)

Opening Reception for Paintings by Valeriu Boborelu, Sat Apr 28, 
6‑9pm, Gallery RIVAA.  Continues through June 3.  Gallery hours 
Sat-Sun 11am-5pm, Tue & Thu 1-5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm.

Islander Anita Michael stars in Anita Michael – A Hairdresser Looks 
at Her Roots, Sun Apr 29, 4pm, Laurie Beechman Theatre at the West 
Bank Cafe, 407 W. 42nd St. (at 9th Av.).  $15 cover, $15 minimum.  
Reservations 212‑695‑6909.  (Also Thu May 17.)

– Continuing –
Zumba, Sat, 10-11am, Sportspark.
Wheelchair Basketball, Sat, 10am-1pm, Sportspark.
Swimming at Sportspark, Sat-Sun 12‑3pm, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed 

Thu Fri 7:30-10:30pm.  Adults (18-up) Sat-Sun, 4-7pm, Tue 7:30-
10:30pm.  Adults $5, ages 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 
and under.  Schedule of classes and activities at nyc10044.com/z/0j.

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat, 2-5pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.
Baby Story Time, stories for ages 0-18 months, Mon, 10:30am, Library.  

Registration required; first come, first served.
Lunch at the Senior Center, Mon-Fri, noon, $1.50.  Healthy meals. 

Monthly menus outside the social worker’s office, 546 Main St.
RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Mon, 3-5pm, 591 Main St.
Beacon Cardio/Fitness/Dance, Mon, 7pm, PS/IS 217, for high school 

students and adults.
Island Boot Camp, Mon, 7:30-8:30pm, Sportspark.
Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon, 7:30pm.  Info: 212-751-9577. 
Living Library After-School Program, 

Tue Wed Thu, 3-6pm, PS/IS 217 Beacon.  
Open to all.  Information:  347-724-5529.

10 & Under Tennis, Tue &Thu, 4-5pm or 
5-6pm,  Sportspark.  Information:  212‑935‑4049 ext 4 or KLatif@rirc.com.

Ping Pong:  Open Play, Tue & Fri, 6-9pm, Sportspark.  Class, Wed, 
6‑9pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of each month, 6:30pm, Library.
Beacon Core/Stretching/Yoga, Tue, 7pm, PS/IS 217, for high school 

students and adults.
Toddler Story Time (ages 18-36 months), Wed, 11am, Library.  Regis-

tration required.
Constituent Service Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff, 

first Wed of each month, 4-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main St.
Beacon Dance, Wed, 7pm, PS/IS 217, for high school students and adults.
Knitting & Crochet Group, Thu, 11:30am, Library.  Adults.
Island Appointment Hours for Assemblymember Micah Kellner and/

or staff, second Thu of each month, 3-7pm, RIOC offices, 591 Main 
St.  For appointment call Assemblymember’s office at 212‑860‑4906 
or RIOC at 212‑832‑4540.

Anime Club for ages 13-18, Thu, 4pm, Library.
Robots for Kids ages 6-13, Thu, 6:30-8pm, Youth Program, 506 Main 

St., 2nd fl.  Information:  917‑751‑2900.
Argentine Tango Class, Thu, 6:30-7:30pm, Sportspark.  $3 per class.  

More info at 917‑767‑6714.
Beacon Cardio/Fitness/Dance, Thu, 7pm, PS/IS 217, for high school 

students and adults.
Island Body Sculpt, Thu, 7:30-8:30pm, Sportspark.
Zumba, Thu, 8:30-9:30pm, Sportspark.
Reading Aloud, Fri, 3:30pm, Library.  Ages 3-5, 5-12.  Families.
Refereed Basketball League, Fri, at Sportspark.  To register, call 

212‑832‑4540, ext 321 or email OMaragh@rioc.com.
Extended Sportspark hours for Island youth 16-25, Fri‑Sat, 9pm-

midnight.

– Future Weeks –
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed 

Senior Center listings 
appear on page 4

See ComingUp, page 8

While I’m told that it is still April outside my win-
dow, with buds turning into leaves, it is 86°F as I 
write this, suggesting August instead.  But of course, 
global warming doesn’t exist!  I want to thank RIRA 
Vice President Ellen Polivy for writing this column in 
the last issue of The WIRE.  She chairs and serves on 
several RIRA committees as well as on Community 
Board 8, and offered a different perspective on our 
many issues and initiatives.

Cornell Town Meeting
Did you attend the Town Meeting with our new Cor-

nell neighbors-to-be and our elected representatives, as 
well as the City administrators responsible for choosing 
“the home-town boys” instead of Stanford University?  
The Manhattan Park community center was jammed 
with Island residents, many of whom had really good 
questions for those at the dais.  My job was to convey, 
via podium microphone, the written questions to our 
guests and to the audience, and to attempt to pres-
ent as wide a range of 
questions as possible.  
Cornell’s President 
David Skorton made 
it clear that he was 
willing to stay until 
midnight to answer 
all your questions, but 
unfortunately, the eve-
ning ended with some 
still to be asked.

Several were about the role Israel’s Technion will 
play in this massive project – regrettably, not presented 
before we ran out of time.  I confess, I know little about 
the division of labor and responsibility between these 
technology behemoths, but I’m sure that, as plans co-
alesce, we will learn much more.  Keep in mind that, 
at the time of the Town Meeting, Cornell was only 90 
days into its mandate to develop a graduate engineering 
center, and that the first two buildings will not come 
on line until 2017.  These are early days, and even the 
architectural renderings from Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill that have been shared with you through the 
media are only early guesses.

I asked the first question, which was, Will you work 
with the coalition, now called the Silicon City Coali-
tion?  This community benefit association, comprised 
of RIRA and other Island organizations, as well as 
similar groups from western Queens and the Upper 
East Side, will work together to present a unified voice 
as we establish the relationship between this campus, 
the technology start-ups that are likely to result, and 
the stakeholders who live here.  President Skorton of-
fered a resounding “yes,” noting that Cornell intends 
to work with any and all organizations and individuals 
who want to be a part of this ambitious project.  His 
team made it clear that the Cornell/Technion campus 
would be an open campus, to include Islanders in the 
life of this academic community.  I had noted that 
Roosevelt Island, a planned community, was founded 
on the concept of innovation, and that this exercise in 
large-scale innovative thinking suits us to a tee.  These 
are interesting times, neighbors, so hold onto your hats!

Public Purpose Funds
Once again, the RIRA Public Purpose Fund Com-

mittee, under the leadership of Bill Long, has devoted 
much of the last three months to determining the alloca-
tion of $100,000 in RIOC operating funds to Island or-
ganizations.  For the past five years, RIRA has taken on 
the difficult task of distributing grants to worthy Island 
non-profits based on completed grant applications and 
interviews.  I must have spent over 30 hours reading 
a dozen applications 
and participating in 
the 13 meetings that 
Bill convened, as 
did my colleagues 
on the committee.  
This marathon cul-
minated on March 
27 as we spent hours 
debating the relative 
needs of the 11 com-
peting organizations 
who requested over 
$275,000 in total.

We were glad to 
finish this arduous 
task and were grate-
ful to the RIRA 
Common Council, 
who accepted our 
recommendations 
without a dissenting vote.  Our conclusions went to 
the RIOC Board of Directors, who met on April 19, 
for their Authorization of Expenditure.  While you 
are reading this post-meeting, I am writing it prior to 
that vote, but I have every expectation that our alloca-
tion decisions met with a favorable response from the 
Board.

Sal Ferrera
There is a letter printed in this newspaper that I was 

cc’d on last week.  Dr. Sal Ferrera, executive director of 
the Child School/Legacy High School, is responding to 
allegations of misconduct regarding his school’s lease 
for the second floor at 504 Main Street, where the first 
floor has been promised for a new branch of the New 
York Public Library.  I don’t intend to comment on this.

Dr. Ferrera has been of great benefit to this com-
munity and is likely to continue so.  My problem is 
that I’ve work ed for the past five years to remove 
non-residents from the RIOC Board of Directors, to 
be replaced by residents, chosen by the community, 
for appointment by the governor.  Last spring, seven 
of the nine members were Island residents, six of them 
by community plebiscite.  In a backroom deal, finess-
ing the Island’s State legislators, Sal was appointed 
to the Board, setting back years of effort.  The ironic 
thing is that he could accomplish everything he wants 
for the school without a Board appointment, by virtue 
of the merits of the plans, and without the taint of 
conflict of interest that besmirches, and will continue 
to besmirch, everything he does as a Board member.  

See RIRA Column, page 10

Greetings, Roosevelt Islanders.  I have a few updates 
and announcements about projects that will continue 
to improve life on the Island, so I’ll get right to it…

Main Street Redevelopment
Plans for redevelopment of the Main Street retail cor-

ridor are moving forward.  Last summer, RIOC signed 
a 30-year lease with Hudson-Related Retail LLC to im-
prove the vibrancy 
of and lure new 
business to         the 
100,000 square feet 
of retail space on 
Main Street.  Now, 
Hudson-Related is 
preparing to move 
into leases with 
retailers that will 
provide the Island 
with an expanded 
array of goods and 
services.  Among 
the new tenants will 
be organic market 
Wholesome Direct, 
a Subway sandwich 
store, and a wine 
store.  Additionally, 
the Gristedes super-
market will be remodeled.

We partnered with Hudson-Related for this proj-
ect because of their excellent track record, includ-
ing the wonderful work they have done developing 
the buildings and commercial space in Southtown.  
Now, with their plans for a retail makeover on 
Main Street, the Island will have a beautiful retail 
corridor that offers quality services to the entire 
community.

SeeClickFix
Earlier this week, we announced our innovative 

partnership with SeeClickFix to allow Roosevelt 
Island residents to report non-emergency issues and 
request Island services through its online and mo-
bile platform.  Launched last year, the place-based 
reporting platform allows residents to document 
neighborhood concerns and improvements alike, 
ranging from potholes 
and graffiti to litter 
and broken street-
lights.  During the soft 
launch phase, which 
began in July 2011, 
70 requests for service 
and other issues were 
reported to RIOC via 
SeeClickFix.

We are leveraging this comprehensive platform 
to increase efficiency when responding to service 
requests and to more efficiently improve the Island’s 
infrastructure.  SeeClickFix helps us empower the 
citizens we serve and encourage them to actively 
engage with each other, their neighborhoods, and us.

With the online and mobile reporting platform, 
residents can report quality-of-life concerns through 
service request categories via the RIOC website, 
custom mobile applications (iPhone, Android, 
Blackberry), and SeeClickFix.com. When submitting 
issues via mobile app, for example, residents can 
provide locational, descriptive, and photographic 
information as they see the issue in real time.  Once 
the resident submits an issue, RI311, and anyone 
“watching” the area, will receive an alert.  RI311 
can then acknowledge the service request, route it to 
the proper department, and update the request – and 

See RIOC Column, page 10
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Last chance.
See page 12.

Olympic Car Service

1-718-626‑8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $34 • LGA $18 • Newark $68+toll
On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $25
$2 off any fare $25 or over

Save this Coupon

		  Monday
9:45 Zumba
11:00 Arabic
11:00 Tai Chi (not 4/23)
5:30 Yoga
		  Tuesday
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Building Strength (not 4/24)
10:45 Pool Lesson
11:00 Blood Pressure
1:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games
		  Wednesday
9:30 Yoga Stretch (not 4/25)
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Computers
10:45 Spanish (not 4/25)
1:30 Scrabble
		  Thursday
10:30 Zumba
10:45 Ping Pong
11:30 Arts & Crafts
12:30 Movie
		  Friday
9:00 Building Strength (not 4/27)
10:30 ESL
1:00 Korean Games
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Atlantic City Trip, Sat Apr 28, 9:30am.

Home-delivered meals –
212-744-5022, ext. 1203

To the Editor:
Thanks for your much-needed editorial 

about the currently byzantine approach to 
scheduling activities in the Good Shepherd 
Center.  I have lived on Roosevelt Island for 
30 years, and cannot remember a time when 
such bizarre obstacles have been in place 
restricting the community from using its own 
community resource.

I don’t know for a fact why these restric-
tions were put in place.  But I have my well-
founded suspicions about who the culprit is.

I facilitated the acquisition of the Mason 
and Hamlin grand piano now used for all the 
wonderful concerts scheduled at the center.  
But when I was preparing my performance last 
11/11/11,  a Public Safety officer came to usher 
me out the minute my scheduled time expired.  
Nothing was scheduled in the building after 
me, and I requested just a few minutes more 
to practice.  He refused, claiming he was just 
following orders.  Whose orders?  I hope that 
the RIOC representatives that we elected will 
look into this situation and take action to re-
store the community center to the community.

Roy Eaton

To the Editor:
Motorgate is by far the most profitable mo-

nopoly on Roosevelt Island.  We cautiously 
park our cars here, even though danger lurks 
in almost every spot.  If the pigeons’ poo 
doesn’t get us, we might unknowingly park 
under one of the more drippy spots, which 
will leave a permanent white stain on our 
car’s finish if not washed off quickly.  Even 
if you skillfully navigate past these problems, 
there is still the unavoidable excessive level 
of dust that seems to be coming from the 
crumbling structure itself.

In addition, have you noticed that some of 
the best parking spots are taken up by dusty 
old deadbeats with a lock on one of their 
wheels?  Why can’t Motorgate move these 
cars to a more remote location, and free up 
spots closer to the elevators?

Why can’t Motorgate install bird spikes 
where pigeons nest and perch?  And since 
Motorgate does make so much money from 
us, wouldn’t if be nice if they did not act like 
a monopoly, and showed some customer ap-
preciation, by offering us all a free carwash 
once a month?  No?  OK, how about a group 
discount once a year?

Neal Weissman

To The Editor:
Thank you for your March 24 editorial ex-

plaining why Roosevelt Island’s Good Shep-
herd community center is not “open to all.”

I thought you might be interested to know 
that among those excluded from the Good 
Shepherd Center when Catholic children are 
present in the building are activities pursued 
by the Protestant parish, a/k/a The Good Shep-
herd Church, such as mid-week study groups.  
We have been fortunate to have received the 
good graces of the Senior Center’s Dolores 
Green, who has found an open room there for 
us to use on Wednesday evenings.

Thank you, Senior Center, and special 
thanks to Dolores Green.

Mary Lou Risley

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the community, and to/from officials.  Requests for a Name 
Withheld signature will be considered, but the writer’s name, address, and phone number must be provided for 
verification and for our records; letters submitted anonymously will not be published.  Submit letters by email 
to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net or on a disk left at the desk at 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE. If you email, 
expect a confirming response and, if you receive none, resend and call 212‑826‑9056 to alert us.  Alternatives:  
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow extra time for typesetting.  Clearly handwritten letters will be considered, 
if brief.  We are not able to take telephone dictation of letters.  All letters are subject to acceptance and edit-
ing for length and clarity.  Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer letters will be considered if their 
content merits the required space.

contract with this organization.  The new cam-
pus will need more Red Bus service (RIOC), 
and gas (Con Ed), and Q103/104 bus lines 
extended (MTA), and  might want to build a 
high school (Department of Education), and 
so on.  None of those entities would want such 
a coalition as a contractual middle-man, nor 
would Cornell-Technion.  Better venues for 
raising community concerns would be: RIRA, 
CB8, and our politicians, whose job it is to sort 
out the priorities among constituents.

Mr. Kalkin, Mr. Escobar, Ms. Marcus, and 
Silicon Whatever need to explain themselves 
better to the Island.

Frank Farance

Letters, from page 2

Letters deadline for May 5 issue:  Tuesday, May 1, 5:00 p.m.
Earlier submission recommended and appreciated. Thanks.

foods, beverages and baked goods.
• Subway Sandwich at 513 Main St. will 

offer sandwiches for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner.

• The Child School is opening a 7,000 
square foot fine arts center at the upper floor 
of 504 Main St, which will be complementary 
space to the School’s other existing facilities 
on Roosevelt Island and will include art, 
music, drama and dance studios. 

Hudson and Related also looks forward 
to two longstanding tenants renewing their 
leases: 

• Trellis Diner, a Roosevelt Island com-
munity institution, will have a 10-year lease 
and is planning architectural and general 
improvements to the store. 

• Gallery RIVAA, at 527 Main St., will 
continue serving the community with arts 
events and gallery shows.

Additional transactions are also in the 
works for the next retail phase of leasing:

• Hudson-Related and the New York Public 
Library have been pursuing capital funding 
necessary to create a new, state-of-the-art 
library branch on the ground floor of 504 
Main Street.

• The leasing team has been receiving of-
fers for additional stores such as ice cream/
candy, additional restaurants, a florist, and 
green desk office leasing. 

• Hudson-Related hopes to attract a pet 
store operator to the Island as well as a 
frozen yogurt store.

The press release goes on to quote As-
semblymember Micah Kellner, City Council-
member Jessica Lappin, and RIOC President 
Leslie Torres, all making upbeat comments 
for the announcement.  After those com-
ments, it continues:

Hudson-Related has received commit-
ments from Gristedes to commence archi-
tectural and in-store improvements to the 
Roosevelt Island store, which are expected 
to be completed by October, 2012. 

John Catsimatidis, CEO of Gristedes, 
added, “We’re excited about Hudson-Re-
lated’s efforts to revitalize Main Street, and 
in that spirit, we’re about to undertake a 
major renovation of our store, which has 

been serving the Island for more than 30 
years. We’re looking forward to bringing 
more organic foods, fruits and vegetables to 
the Island at everyday prices.”

Hudson-Related is planning design im-
provements to the storefronts along Main 
Street, which include new lighting, signage, 
way-finding elements, and materials to 
freshen the look of the Main Street corridor, 
which has not seen any major renovations or 
improvements in nearly 40 years. 

The transformation of Main Street contin-
ues the retail enhancements begun by Hudson 

and Related several years ago with the cre-
ation of the Riverwalk community on Roos-
evelt Island, which includes six residential 
buildings. Retail amenities at Riverwalk 
include the Duane Reade, Roosevelt Island 
Day Nursery at Riverwalk, the Riverwalk 
Bar and Grill and an adjacent bagel store 
and deli, Nonno’s Focacceria, Fuji East, 
Swan Nails, Prestige Cleaning and Valet 
and Starbucks.

Hudson-Related’s on-Island contact is An-
drew Jackson, 917-428-0460 or ajackson@
hudsoninc.com.

Retail, from page 1Senior Center
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It’s the 
tote to 
tote.  
Order 
yours 
now.

Ordering
closes
Apr. 30.

Think 
one for 

each 
hand.

And gifts 
for summer 

visitors.

Order 
form on 

back page.

If your big bank 
is picking your 

pocket, 
pick a bank 

you can trust.

No fee checking. 

No fee debit cards.

No ATM fees.

Even get an iPod Nano
when you sign up 

for Direct Deposit and 
enroll in Online Banking.

At Amalgamated Bank, we don't charge you for 
conveniences like checking, debit cards, or ATMs. 
Because your hard-earned money is yours. Not ours.

Stop by your convenient neighborhood

location today! 619 Main Street. 

Kathy Lasri, Branch Manager, 212-413-8775 

To be eligible for the iPod bonus, you must open a Free Personal Checking account by 4/30/2012. Additionally, direct deposit and online banking must be established within 60 days after the account is opened. You will 
be required to come into the branch to pick-up your iPod bonus. Your iPod will be available for pickup 45 days after we have con?rmed that direct deposit has been established. There is no minimum balance needed 
to open this account, but an initial deposit is required. There is no requirement to maintain a minimum balance in order to earn the bonus. The value of the bonus may be reported to the IRS; consult your tax advisor. 
If your checking account is not in good standing, you may not receive the bene?t of the bonus. The checking account must remain open and your direct deposit must remain active for a minimum of 6 months or the 
value of the iPod (plus applicable tax and shipping charges) may be billed to you or debited from the account at closing. All accounts are subject to our normal account opening process. Bonus is only applicable to new 
personal checking accounts opened with new monies. Limit one bonus offer/premium per account type per customer within a one year period. This offer is not available in combination with any other offer. We 
reserve the right to make bonus substitutions of comparable value and assume no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from the bonus item. The 
warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Offer code: 0112. 
© 2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.

Large view looks north toward the Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge from 
“the room” at the southern end of Four Freedoms Park.  In the inset, 
workers prepare infrastructure around trees planted recently.

(Story, page 1.)

FDR Park
Moving Along
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 at 4 River Road and 405 Main Street 
Programs for ages 3 months to 6 years 

REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN 

 

 

  
 preschool@ridn.org 212 593-0750 

 

    MSTDA.ORG  •  CONTACT US:  212-371-4449 or INFO@MSTDA.ORG

548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044
AT THE RED AWNING ACROSS FROM THE HISTORIC CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

  JAZZ     •      BALLET       •      ZUMBA®                   WORLD DANCE FUSION   •    CREATIVE DRAMA   
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      FOR MOMS-TO-BE

   “FIT MOTHERS”
           LEARN EXERCISES BASED  ON 

         PILATES PRINCIPLES DESIGNED 

  FOR PREGNANCY, LABOR & DELIVERY!

    6-WEEK PROGRAM BEGINS APRIL 25

 INTERESTED? PLEASE CONTACT US!
              PHYSICIAN APPROVAL REQUIRED

   
 

june 1–3
main street teen theatre presents

INTO THE WOODS

junior

MAY 18–21
main street children’s theatre

 presents

ALL SHOOK UP

MAY 4–6
main street teen theatre presents

YOU CAN’T TAKE 

IT WITH YOU

Camp Sing is a week-long boot camp for young, aspiring 

singers!  Nurture your talent through hands-on training with 

industry professionals!

Mentored by Broadway’s
David Burnham

and award-winning composer
Mark Vogel

Vist the Camp Sing website: 
www.campsing.com

Confirm your Audition date:
212-371-4449

Camp A, July 9-14

NYC Audition:
Sun April 22, 12 pm, at MST&DA

Call or write MST&DA for box-office hours.

PC RICHARD & SON
Low PC RICHARD Prices
AND a 10-20% DISCOUNT

for WIRE readers
Certain Exclusions Apply

Call
MOHAMED

Your Personal

Sales Specialist

516-902-9893
718-433-1000

for an appointment

mohamed.adenwala@gmail.com

Noon to 9:00 Weekends
and Monday through Thursday

35-18 Steinway Street, Astoria
Convenient free parking or R train to Steinway Street

Big-screen TVs and appliances
Installation available
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See you at Trellis!

212‑752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Sing of Spring
It’s the season to set your heart 

singing, isn’t it?  We’re delighted 
to be part of it, as winter 

hibernation ends and Islanders 
come out to enjoy the sun and 
its warmth.  It’s almost time for 

take-out to the promenade.
Come on in!

455 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688 • 212‑583‑1689
All major credit cards accepted

Free delivery for orders $15 and over

718‑706‑WINE (9463)
BlueStreakWine.com

R O O S E V E L T

C      L      U      B   

 Call Kimberly Latif  
 at 212.935.4049 
or klatif@rirc.com

281 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

All-CIT Y JUNIOR 
TENNIS CAMP

Sat., April 21, 2012, 4-6pm
Sat., May 19, 2012, 4-6pmOPEN

HOUSE

VISIT AN

THIS WILL BE A 

BLACK & WHITE PHOTO

TOURS    GAMES    TENNIS    PRIZES    CAMP INFORMATION

May 2, 8pm, Good Shepherd Center.    Pub-
lic session at beginning for brief resident/
guest comments/announcements.

Main Street Teen Theatre presents You 
Can’t Take It With You, Fri May 4-Sun 
May 6.  Information 212‑371‑4449.  (Ad, 
page 7.)

The Main Street WIRE – next issue Sat May 
5.  Advertising 
deadlines:  
Display ads, 
Wed Apr 25; 
decision date 
for circulars/
inserts, Tue 

May 1; 5,000 copies due Thu May 3.  Ad-
ditional 2012 issues: May 19; Jun 2, 16, 30; 
Jul  28; Aug  25; Sep  8,  22; Oct  6,  20; 
Nov  3,  17; Dec  15.  
2013: Jan  12,  26; 
Feb 9, 23; Mar 9, 23; 
Apr 6, 20; May 4, 18; Jun 1, 15, 29; July 
issue to be announced; Aug 31; Sep 14, 28; 
Oct  12,  26; Nov  8,  22; Dec 14. News 
phone, 212‑826‑9056; urgent matters, 
917‑617‑0449.  Email press releases or 
feature-story suggestions to MainStreetWIRE@
usa.net.  Advertising (display & classified):  
917‑587‑3278.

Bladder Cancer Walk, Sat May 5, 9am 
registrstation, 10am walk.  Gather outside 
Riverwalk Bar & Grill in the Riverwalk 
complex.  Information:  917-575-8057 or 
currand@mskcc.org.

Icla da Silva Foundation 5K Run/Walk, 
Sat May 12, 9am, Firefighters Field.  
Register at nycruns.com/ri5k; information at 
646‑290‑6028 or Krista@icla.org.

Islander Roy Eaton plays Piano in Bryant 
Park, daily May 14-18, 12:30-2:30pm, 
42nd St. behind New York Public Library.

Book Discussion, The Yiddish Policemen’s 
Union by Michael Chabon, Thu May 17, 
6:30pm, Library.

Islander Anita Michael stars in Anita Mi-
chael – A Hairdresser Looks at Her Roots, 
Thu May 17, 7pm, Laurie Beechman The-
atre at the West Bank Cafe, 407 W. 42nd 
St. (at 9th Av.).

Main Street Children’s Theatre presents 

There is no charge to list 
Island events in ComingUp.  
Email information to 
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net or 
leave it at the lobby desk at 
531 Main Street, addressed 
to The WIRE.

TM

ComingUp, from page 3
All Shook Up, Fri-Mon May 18-21.  In-
formation 212‑371‑4449.  (Ad, page 7.)

All-City Junior Tennis Camp Open House, 
Sat May 19, 4-6pm, Roosevelt Island 
Racquet Club.  Information 212‑935‑4049 
or klatif@rirc.com.  (Ad, this page.) 

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thu 
May 24, 5:30pm, Manhattan Park Theater 
Club, 8 River Rd.  Public comment period, 
starting at 5:30, precedes formal meeting.

Conversation with RIOC Board mem-
bers, following RIOC Board meeting, 
Thu May 24, 8pm.

Main Street Teen Theatre presents Into the 
Woods, Jr., Fri-Sun Jun 1-3.  Information 
212‑371‑4449.  (Ad, page 7.)

Roosevelt Island Residents Association 
Common Council meets, Wed Jun 6, 
8pm, Good Shepherd Center.  Public ses-
sion at beginning for brief resident/guest 
comments/announcements.

Roosevelt Island Day, Sat Jun 9, all day, 
various Island locations.

RIRA Blood Drive, Sat Jun 9, Senior Cen-
ter, 546 Main St.

Free Mammogram Screening, Sat Jun 9, 
1:30-5pm, plaza at 591 Main St.

Book Discussion, My Father’s Secret War 
by Lucinda Franks, Thu Jun 21, 6:30pm. 
Library.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thu 
Jun 28, 5:30pm, Manhattan Park Theater 
Club, 8 River Rd.  Public comment period, 
starting at 5:30, precedes formal meeting.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thu 
Aug 2, 5:30pm, Manhattan Park Theater 
Club, 8 River Rd.  Public comment period, 
starting at 5:30, precedes formal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association 
Common Council meets, Wed Sep 5, 
8pm, Good Shepherd Center.  Public ses-
sion at beginning for brief resident/guest 
comments/announcements.

RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Thu 
Sep 20, 5:30, Manhattan Park Theater 
Club, 8 River Rd.  Public comment period, 
starting at 5:30, precedes formal meeting.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association 
Common Council meets, Wed Oct 3, 
8pm, Good Shepherd Center.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

 

Thank you for joining us at Cornell’s first Town Hall meeting on Thursday, April 5th, 
to learn about our vision for CornellNYC Tech. We are very excited to be working 
with you as we look forward to opening our new campus on Roosevelt Island in 2017.

We extend a special appreciation to Roosevelt Island’s elected officials for 
participating in our program: Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, City Councilwoman 
Jessica Lappin and State Assemblymember Micah Kellner. Their leadership and 
support for the Roosevelt Island community never wavered throughout the selection 
process. In particular, we thank Matthew Katz, President of the Roosevelt Island 
Residents Association, for serving as a moderator at the event.  

We are dedicated to ensuring that this project is a win-win-win: for Roosevelt Island; 
for the region’s economy; and for Cornell and our academic partner, The Technion. 
And we remain committed to engaging with Roosevelt Island residents and all those 
whose lives this project will touch.

Last week’s meeting was the first step in what we hope will be an ongoing 
conversation with you, our new neighbors.
 

We understand that, due to time limitations, we were not able to hear all the 
comments or answer every question. There are several ways for you to send us your 
comments. First, you may email us at <CornellNYCInput@cornell.edu>. Second, we 
will be hosting a series of open houses and meetings on Roosevelt Island. These will 
be informal events in which the leadership of the CornellNYC Tech Campus will be 
available to respond to your questions and concerns and get your feedback. We will 
be announcing these dates shortly.

We look forward to working with you to make Roosevelt Island both a great place to 
live and work as well as to educate tomorrow’s leaders.

Sincerely,

David J. Skorton, President, Cornell University
Daniel P. Huttenlocher, Vice Provost and Dean, CornellNYC Tech
Cathy Dove, Vice President, CornellNYC Tech
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unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212‑751‑8214

unClassified deadline for May 5 issue:  Tuesday, May 1
unClassified deadline for May 19 issue:  Tuesday, May 15

Please see ComingUp, page 3, for other advertising deadlines

READING AND WRITING SKILLS, 
multi-sensory approach, learning 
disabilities, social and academic 
skills for students on the spectrum, 
all ages, sliding-scale fee.  Susan 
212‑246‑0485.  thru Apr 2012

HOUSE-CALL VETERINARIAN – Dr. 
Kenya Crawford is a licensed vertinar‑
ian who loves taking care of pets in 
the comfort of their own home.  Call 
or go online to make an appointment 
today!  www.EmpireCityVetCare.com  
646‑801‑7387.  thru 4/21/12

TRAVEL AGENT – Your Cruise Spe‑
cialist/Excursions/Resorts.  www.cruising-
withmarilyn.com.  Tel 866‑304‑8640.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212‑935-7534.

MOBILITY SCOOTER in excellent 
condition for $800.  Available imme‑
diately on Island.  Please call Mary at 
646‑391‑0639.

TUTORING – English professor avail‑
able.  Essays / Test preparation / 
Grammar / Analysis.  646‑319‑3873.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, 
individual or group.  Call 212‑355-3848.

TRAVEL AGENT – Meet your cruise 
specialist on Roosevelt Island at 
www.cruisingwithmarilyn.com or call 
866‑304‑8640.   2/13

CATCH YOUR CAT – efficient help 
with your feline escape artist.  Vet-
recommended, Island references.  
917‑355‑1867 / catchyourcat@gmail.com.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / 
Certified Reflexologist – Island resident 
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  
212-759-9042.

EXPERT CLEANING – Former bed & 
breakfast manager offers expert apt. 
cleaning.  3-hour minimum.  Island 
resident.  212‑754‑4353.

GRAND PIANO with MIDI & silent 
headphones practice capability.  
$5,750.  Available immediately on Is‑
land.  Call Dick at 212‑826‑9056.

ERRANDS:  Organizing, special proj‑
ects, personal assistance.  You run your 
life, I’ll run your errands.  Call Vicki Fein‑
mel, 212‑223‑1108 vfeinmel@verizon.net. DL

FAX MACHINE – Free.  In fine working 
order when taken out of service.  Call 
The WIRE at 212-826-9056; then must 
pick up at 531 Main St. within 3 days.

BABYSITTING SERVICE – Loving 
babysitter available most evenings 
and weekends.  Give me a call, so you 
can enjoy your time out.  Georganna –  
917‑405-7370.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE 
ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for 
dance and theatre classes.  212‑371-
4449.  Unique or period clothing & 
furniture gladly accepted.

WNYC – Construction of Four Freedoms Park – tinyurl.com/FDRwnyc
New York Observer – Cornell:  How Seth Pinsky Pulled It Off – tinyurl.com/cornellPINSKY
NYC10044 – Roosevelt Island’s Democracy Timeline – tinyurl.com/democracyTIMELINE
Forbes – Cornell:  The Mayor on NYC’s Success Story – tinyurl.com/BloombergSPEAKS
New York Convergence – Winters Chosen to Oversee Cornell Work – tinyurl.com/cornellOVERSIGHT
DNAinfo – Cornell Hires City Official – tinyurl.com/cornellHIRES
Cornell Chronicle – Cornell’s Town Meeting on Roosevelt Island – tinyurl.com/cornellHEARS
NYTimes City Room Blog – Island Gets a Time Capsule – tinyurl.com/TIMEcapsuleFDR
Power Technology – Verdant’s East River Project – tinyurl.com/ritePOWER
Epoch Times – NYC Gets Award for Waterfront Plan – tinyurl.com/PLANawardNYC
Capital NY – Cornell’s Town Meeting – tinyurl.com/cornellTM
NPR – NYC’s Mayor a Geek at Heart – tinyurl.com/geekBLOOMBERG
Cornell Sun – Islanders’ Concerns About Cornell Project on Island – tinyurl.com/SUNconcerns

crowdsourced:  spotted and suggested by WIRE readers (Thank you!)
This list is interactive and clickable on Website NYC10044.com

It was a boneheaded move that, I’m sure, 
everyone regrets, but that no one will own up 
to and put right.  This mess has provoked a 
great deal of angst, and taken up a good deal 
of our time and energy that could be better 
spent in increasing resident participation in 
the governance/administration of this com-
munity, and it’s a damn shame.

RIOC Operations Committee
On Monday, Michael Shinozaki, RIOC 

Board member and chair of the Operations 
Committee, conducted a meeting that in-
cluded reports on a vast assortment of 
construction, maintenance, and repair jobs 
currently in the pipeline.  I’ll let RIOC re-
port on the specifics.  At the end of the 
meeting, Director Dr. Kathie Grimm asked 
about a RIRA resolution, passed at our April 
4 Common Council meeting, that requested 
the elected resident Board members meet 
– informally – with their constituents, the 
Roosevelt Island community.  These are not 
professional politicians, of course, and there 
was some concern about being misquoted 
by the press or “gotcha” questions from the 
audience.

The only existing opportunities to interact 
with the RIOC Board have been at 5:30 p.m. 
prior to the start of their monthly meetings.  
These have been a total loss, given the hour 
(people work) and the format (a few minutes 
to ask questions that, most likely, won’t be 
answered) in the context of a formal State 
Public Authority Board of Directors meeting.  
Also, there are rules about how many mem-
bers of a Board may meet together without 
it constituting a formal meeting, and all sorts 
of bells and whistles are then required by 
statute.  Really?  Neighbors can’t meet with 
neighbors?  This is yet another argument as 
to why a New York State Public Authority 
is just the worst way to govern a group of 
people.

RIRA and the Maple Tree Group created 
the 2008 and 2009 elections that placed six 
residents on the RIOC Board of Directors, 
and the February 2012 election that we hope 
Governor Cuomo will use as incentive to 
reappoint Jonathan Kalkin, Howard Polivy, 
and Fay Christian to fill expired seats.  Our 
reasons for creating these plebiscites were 
twofold: to bring residents into the deci-
sion-making process, and to make the RIOC 
Board of Directors accountable to this resi-
dent community.  The latter has been lacking, 
unfortunately, and we have been trying for 
months to convince at least the electeds, if 
not the rest of the Board, to sit down infor-
mally with the people who voted for them to 
discuss, not specific agenda items, but Island 
issues in general.

Despite the concerns of several of the 
Operations Committee Board members, we 
agreed to the following:  At the conclusion 
of the May 24 RIOC Board meeting, the 
elected resident members, and possibly other 
directors, will stay to convene an informal 
meeting with community members at 8:00 
p.m.  Friends, this is an experiment to see if 
the community is interested in conversing 
with the people who impact our lives, and 
also whether the process will be painful or 
embarrassing for the participating directors 
and fruitful for residents.  Those of us who 
invented the opportunity to seat community 

choices on this Board think it’s crucial for 
you to know these directors, to know what 
they think and to create a continuing forum 
for an exchange of ideas.  This will work only 
if residents attend in large numbers.  This is 
your Island, neighbors; let the people who 
decide our futures know where you stand 
and what you want of them.

RIRA Blood Drive
This year will mark the 10th anniversary 

of the first RIRA blood drive, conducted on 
January 5, 2002, in response to 9/11.  A de-
cade later, we have regularized our drive to 
coincide with Roosevelt Island Day, this year 
on Saturday, June 9.  The timing is no coinci-
dence, as New York City exhausts its blood 
supplies every year immediately post-New 
Year’s and again just after Memorial Day.  
Unlike cities such as Seattle, where 80% of 
the adult population are blood donors, New 
Yorkers seem to be too busy to tend to this 
essential obligation, and the Blood Center is 
very grateful for our effort, congratulating 
RIRA every year at a breakfast at the Met-
ropolitan Club.

I’ve confirmed our arrangements with the 
Blood Center, done a walk-through with my 
contact there, received all the publicity and 
promotional materials from them (including 
balloons, an essential persuader!), received 
the endorsement of the RIRA Common 
Council and verified the venue (the Senior 
Center at 546 Main Street) with RISA presi-
dent and RIRA colleague Dolores Green.

As usual, you will find RIRA representa-
tives signing up donors (and handing out 
balloons) at the Farmer’s Market under the 
bridge ramp starting on May 19 and continu-
ing every Saturday through June 9.  You will 
be able to pick the time of day most conve-
nient for you, so sign up early.  This is often a 
hard sell, given our unique population of the 
elderly, the disabled, and diplomats travel-
ing to places that are on the Blood Center’s 
no-no list; which explains why we make such 
a concerted effort.  In addition, with many 
Islanders in health-related fields, residents 
often give blood at the hospitals where they 
work.  This year, I’m asking those folks to 
reserve their pint for our June 9 drive, starting 
immediately.  Donations of whole blood may 
be made every 56 days, and we are already 
within that time period.  This is the gift that 
keeps on giving, neighbors, and if you are 
able to give blood, please do.

And finally:  We’ve learned that RIRA 
Treasurer Russell Fields lost his father this 
past week.  We offer our condolences on 
behalf of the Common Council and the com-
munity.

Cheese Pie:  Large $14.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50

Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00

• • • • • • • • NEW • • • • • • • •
8 Buffalo Wings, spicy or BBQ – $6.50

– Free Delivery 11am-9pm –

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, LIC • Open 11AM-9PM

PIZZERIA

Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Major

CREDIT

CARDS

accepted

S&S CALABRO

Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50
+ 12 garlic knots – only $17.50

+ 8 pieces Buffalo Wings – $23.00

RIRA Column, from page 3

FDR Park, from page 1
being planted by workers who seemed un-
fazed by the intrusion. 

“I love it when you can do things like this,” 
Maloney enthused.

She walked to the marble-walled memo-
rial being constructed at the southern tip, and 
listened as Four Freedoms Park executives 
Gina Pollara and Sally Minard briefed her on 
their progress and described what the space 
would look like, come October, when the 
park will open.

Appropriately, Lois Sherr Dubin, land-
scape architect for Four Freedoms Park, 
joined them for informal discussions and 
picture-taking before the group made its way 
back along the unpaved trail and left the work 
crews to continue planting and digging.

Last chance.
See page 12.

residents following the issue – once it’s 
been resolved.

The partnership allows residents not 
only to report community issues, but 
also to view, comment on, and vote to fix 
problems submitted by their neighbors.  
Citizens can even create their own “watch 
areas” to receive notifications about all 
issues reported in their community, en-
abling them to follow the progress of all 
service requests – not just the ones they 
report.

RIOC’s SeeClickFix website can be found 
at http://rioc.ny.gov/RI311.htm, and residents can 
download iPhone, Android, and Blackberry 
at http://www.seeclickfix.com/apps.

RIOC Column, from page 3
Tram Station Updates

This week, we started work on the Roo-
sevelt Island and Manhattan Tram stations.  
Work to modernize, beautify, and make the 
stations more comfortable for riders will be 
an ongoing project.  We are doing our best to 
minimize disruptions for riders.

What can you expect when we’re done?  
I think the biggest change you’ll see is an 
enclosure of the platforms and turnstiles.  For 
all of us who have taken the Tram on a windy, 
cold day, we know what a relief enclosures 
will bring.  We’ll also repair the stairs and 
repair, patch, and paint the stations.

In the meantime, please use caution when 
walking near construction, and have a safe ride.
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Eco-Friendly Drycleaning

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning • Shirts Laundered

• Expert European Tailoring • Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA
Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broadway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP

Board Certified Pediatrician
and Pediatric Allergist

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,
United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212‑753-5505

Office Hours
By appointment

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Jack Resnick, MD
Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street – 212-832-2310
office practice and housecalls for the homebound

DASH
Disabled Association 
Support for the Homebound
DO YOU NEED...?
	 • Help with shopping	
	 • Medications to be picked up	
	 • Someone to talk to
Call DASH and one of our volun‑

teers will come to your apartment.
917-558-0534

Visit our Website
therooseveltdoctor.com

		  ·	 check lab results

		  ·	 make appointments

		  ·	 take a survey

		  ·	 internet health resources

	 	 ·	 get help finding insurance
		  ·	 read opinions

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

B”H 

ROOSEVELT ISLAND HEBREW SCHOOL 
Infusing a Love for Jewishness in the next generation  

Sundays 10:00-11:45am 

Blessing: Boruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-

sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Sha-bos Ko-desh. 
 

Translation: Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments, and commanded us to kindle the light of the holy Shabbat. 

Zalman & Nechama Duchman 425 Main St. #6B Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 

212-652-5660 * Nechama@RIJewish.org * www.RIJewish.org 

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTSHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING ING   

Friday, April 20 at 7:23 pm  

Friday, April 27 at 7:30 pm 

Friday, May 4 at 7:37 pm 

MAKE A RESERVATION

LIC. B00325

website ContinentalCL.com  •  corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 • 24hrs • 718.507.8006

Laguardia $16
JFK $32

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24
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Sturdy canvas...  
Holds 5 two-liter 
bottles!
(15H x 6W x 19L)

I’ll take one!  (Or more.)
I’ll take one (or ____)!  I enclose $15.00 

for each one.  If my order is to be mailed off-
Island, I am adding $3 shipping charge for the 

first tote going to a single address, and $2 for 
each additional tote going to that same address.  Check 

payable to The WIRE.
Small supply in stock to fill early orders.  After initial 

supply is gone, allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.  The WIRE 
will deliver to Island addresses with doorkeepers.  If your 

building has no doorkeeper, we’ll notify you when ready for 
pickup (provide phone number and email address).

Proceeds support The Main Street WIRE.

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Mail form, with check payable to The WIRE, to
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, NYC10044

TOTE

The WIRE’s

NEW
NOW

ordering

closes

April 30
Saturday Morning

FARMER’S

MARKET

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
for your healthy table

Every Saturday,
early morning

to mid-afternoon,
at Motorgate

We deliver to Roosevelt Island

You’ll Taste the Difference

Finest & Freshest Ingredients

Pasta, Veal, Chicken, Seafood
...and Great Pizza...

 7 soups 
including 

Pasta Fagioli 
and Escarole 

& Bean

 10 salads, 
including 
Caprese & 

Arugula

Full menu on Seamless and grubHub.com
33-10 21st Street, Long Island City

Tel 718-545-0007 • Fax 718-545-0002
Closed Monday.  Minimum for free delivery $10


