
Public Safety Chief Keith Guerra has hired attorney Andrew Maloney 
to make a “cease and desist” demand of The Main Street WIRE, backed up 
by a threat “to immediately commence legal action against you as well as 
your publication” for “publishing several unflattering remarks designed to 
misalign [sic] his name and character.”  RIRA Common Councilor Frank 
Farance says he received a similar letter, presumably for comments on the 
Roosevelt Islander blog; the blog also heard from Maloney.

Maloney’s letter to The WIRE (see page 12) and a similar one to reporter 
David Stone object to an article in the February 23 issue (on line at tinyurl.
com/3311wire).  The article quoted a source – a former employee who opted 
to remain unnamed, citing a fear of retribution.  Key points of the report 
were allegations that established the existence of a considerable gap in 
control between RIOC and its Public Safety Department (PSD), as well 
as a likelihood that complaints submitted to PSD – the only available 
procedure until recently, when the RIOC Board started collecting them 
directly from residents – would be buried or ignored.

Over the years, The WIRE has privately urged those who have met with 

Public Safety
Sgt. Ingrid Veras resigned last 

week.  She had been under fire for 
the July (2012) arrest of Neal Stue-
ber after his daughter was stopped, 
driving on Main Street.  (See Public 
Safety timeline, page 6.)  Her name 
was mentioned repeatedly as an of-
ficer involved in arrests that were 
controversial because of the level 
of force used.  Public Safety Chief 
Keith Guerra is also embattled – for 
his officers’ tactics and, in Veras’s 
case, for promoting her despite 11 
suspensions for various causes. 

RIOC Board member Michael 
Shinozaki, who chairs the RIOC 
Board’s Operations Advisory 
Committee, attended RIRA’s mid-
February rally and listened as a 
dozen or more residents told their 
stories of unpleasant (and some-
times life-shattering) encounters 
with Public Safety, and some 250 
people cheered them on.  But no 
other RIOC Board members were 
present, leading to a decision by 
RIRA’s Public Safety Committee to 
create a kind of road-show, and take 

What does the long delay in rehabilitating the MST&DA quarters have 
to do with the controversy over Public Safety’s handling of youth?  One 
resident, Patti Fallone, brought the two issues together at last week’s 
RIOC Board meeting.  She was speaking off-the-cuff, so it doesn’t read 
like polished prose, but the feelings are there.  Here’s what she said to the 
RIOC Board and RIOC staff:

There are a couple of things at issue tonight, I know, and they re-
ally – all of them – are talking about the foundations of our commu-
nity, and one thing that I think in a situation like this, where you have 
people whose job it is, and you have people whose community it is, and 
sometimes they cross over and  sometimes they don’t, but Roosevelt 
Island is an extremely unique community, and the people who are here 
tonight and those who have been 
showing up recently – they’re not 
self-serving.  They’re looking out 
for the greater good of a very rare 
community.

This isn’t just a neighborhood.  
When this place came to be in the 
late ’70s and I moved here when 
I was 11, it was supposed to be a 
utopia, and one of the things my 
mother always commented on was 
they wanted the socioeconomic 
mixed community, and they built 
Main Street as a railroad track 

The Main Street 

WIRE

Saturday, March 9, 2013
33:12

The Deputy Director of Public Safety, 
René Bryan, listened at last week’s 
RIOC Board meeting as a parade of 
residents denounced the leadership 
of the department.

by Dick Lutz
The key long-term development at last week’s meeting of the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island 

Operating Corporation (RIOC) was a unanimous decision to begin a search for a new president.  But the bulk of 
the meeting was dominated by two issues brought to the public session by residents – the Public Safety Depart-
ment (PSD), and the extensive amount of  time to get repairs done at the Cultural Center, which is home to the 
Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance (MST&DA) and the Roosevelt Island Jewish Congregation.

RIOC Board to Seek a RIOC President; 
Hears Continuing Demand for Change 
At Top of Public Safety Department

Open Jobs
The RIOC Presidency has been 

open since the sudden departure of 
Leslie Torres on September 20, and 
Legal Counsel Donald Lewis has 
been Acting President since then.  
The post of Vice President for Op-
erations opened in December with 
the departure of Fernando Marti-
nez.  Other posts are open, as well.  

The RIOC Board had been wait-
ing for Governor Andrew Cuomo 
to nominate a president, having 
been informed by his appointments 
office that he intended to do so.  
The RIOC Board is empowered by 
statute to hire and fire the RIOC 
president, but over the years the 
various Boards have simply rubber-
stamped each governor’s choice for 
the top jobs, making them part of 
the governor’s portfolio of patron-
age rewards to his supporters.

Late in January, concerned about 
the continuing lack of full-fledged 
leadership, the RIOC Board wrote 
to David Kidera, head of New York 
State’s Authorities Budget Office 
(ABO), asking what the trigger-
point might be for the Board to act 
on its own (The WIRE, February 9, 
online at tinyurl.com/3310wire).  Kidera 
responded (letter, page 12) without 
specifying a trigger point, but effec-
tively gave the Board leave to start 
its own executive search.

MST&DA
The Main Street Theatre & Dance 

Alliance has had its classes and re-
hearsals scattered to various locations 
on the Island after two episodes of 
flooding of the Cultural Center, which 
houses both the theatre and the Roo-
sevelt Island Jewish Congregation.  
As a result, MST&DA has suffered 
a decline in enrollment and other set-
backs.  The organization’s president, 
Nina Wintringham (profile, page 1) 
appeared in the public session of last 
week’s Board meeting to thank RIOC 
for assurances, received in an earlier 
meeting of the Board’s Real Estate 
Development Advisory Committee, 
that MST&DA’s space requirements 
will be settled, eventually, by a move 
back into its space at 548 Main Street.

“When we first registered to 
speak tonight, it was to plead our 
case, to get back into our space, 
and then we both attended the Real 
Estate [Committee] meeting and 
heard some good news,” she said.  
A pre-arranged lineup of Islanders 
followed, nonetheless, to empha-
size the value and importance of 
MST&DA’s classes.

Pulling It Together

by Kamakshi Ayyar
How do you run a theatre program without a theater?  Ask Nina Win-

tringham, who, together with the administration of the Main Street Theatre 
& Dance Alliance (MST&DA), has been doing just that since the flooding 
of the organization’s premises last July.  Both MST&DA and the Jewish 
Congregation have been out of their normal homes for seven months.

“It’s been hard,” said Wintringham, president of the organization.  “But 
letting the MST&DA disappear has never been an option, so we just do 
what needs to get done.”

She admits that being associated with theatre was never a life goal.  
Born in Somerville, New Jersey, Wintringham studied psychology at 
Boston University for her undergraduate degree before beginning a 

career in publishing, printing, and 
graphic arts in New York City.  A 
little-known secret is that she never 
graduated from BU, due to financial 
and personal issues.

“Once I got a job, I just got in-
volved with life and never went 
back,” she said.  Her first job was at 
Harper’s Bazaar, where she learned 
editorial production and typesetting 
before advancing to desktop pub-
lishing.  She kept up with the times, 
reinventing herself every time a new 
challenge presented itself – from 
familiarizing herself with computers 
and information technology systems 
to learning the business of a chang-
ing publishing industry.

“I just kept learning things along 
the way, and I could apply that busi-

ness knowledge when I came to the Main Street Theatre,” said Wintring-
ham.  “It was a very creative environment, and the business approach to 
things is very different.”

In Manhattan, she moved from boutique companies that allowed her the 
chance to learn the ins and outs of publishing to national and multi-national 
companies, rising to the post of vice president of marketing at her most 
current employer, RR Donnelley, one of the world’s largest publishers.  
Along the way, she met her future husband, John Dougherty; their first 
date was a Roundabout Theatre production of Look Back in Anger.  They 
married in 1982 and had their daughter, Rebecca, in 1987, while living 
on the Upper East Side.

“We didn’t get a sense of community there and that’s what we wanted,” 
she said.  So, they moved to Roosevelt Island in 1989, where Wintringham 

Islander: Nina Wintringham

Without Its Usual Home,
The Main Street Theatre
Keeps On Keepin’ On

Guerra Hires a Lawyer, 
Who Threatens The WIRE

See Wintringham, page 10

See PSD, page 6

See Fallone, page 6

See Guerra, page 6

The Island’s 
supermarket 
got a whole 
new look in 
the renovation 
completed 
this week 
with a grand 
reopening.

At Gristedes, a New Open Look
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Letters

Letters deadline for March 23 issue:
Tuesday, March 19, 5:00 p.m.

Barbara Allen Campos, Mel Allen Campos, Rudolfs Alsbergs, Bubu Arya, Marilyn Atkins, Marty Atkins, 
Michelle Baker, Steve Bessenoff, Claire Blake, Barbara Brooks, Shelly Brooks, Mary Camper-Titsingh, 
Lorin Campos, Carol Chen, Gloria Cherif-Jamal, Joan Davis, Joan Digilio, John Dougherty, Wanita Elliot, 
Arlise  Ellis, Russell  Fields, Jan  Fund, Marisse  Gardia, Gloria  Gonsalves, Matthew  Gonsalves, 
Tiffany  Gonsalves, Angela  Grant, Aaron  Hamburger, Teresa  Hasing, Steve  Heller, Ellen  Jacoby, 
Todd Jagerson, Michael Kolba, Gad Levanon, Bill Long, Mark Lyon, Mary Mangle, Hezi Mena, Brett 
Morrow, Clinton Narine, Sandra Narine, Halima Nooradeen, Rebecca Ocampo, Rhodora Ocampo, 
Essie Owens, Florence Paau, Joan Pape, Christina Park, Lucas Plaut, Ellen Polivy, Howard Polivy, 
Judy  Quintana, Ronnie  Rigos, Ilonka  Salisbury, Mondira  Sarkar, Ron  Schuppert, Don  Semenza, 
Bob Specker, Betty Spensley, Camilla Stacchetti, David Stone, Joseph Terranella, Nina Wintringham; 
and...

Krystyn Donnelley and students of Legacy High School;
Andrey Ganeev and students from the PS/IS 217 Beacon Program

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest to the 
community, and to/from officials.  Requests for a 
Name Withheld signature will be considered, but 
the writer’s name, address, and phone number 
must be provided for verification and for our records; 
letters submitted anonymously will not be published.  
Submit letters by text to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net 
(as text or as an attached MSWord or WordPerfect file), 
or on a disk left at the lobby desk at 531 Main Street, 
addressed to The WIRE.  If you email, expect a con-
firming response and, if you receive none, resend 
and call 212‑826‑9056 to alert us.  Alternatives:  
Typed copy left at 531  Main Street; allow extra 
time for typesetting.  Clearly handwritten letters 
will be considered, if brief.  We are not able to take 
telephone dictation of letters.  All letters are subject 
to acceptance and editing for length and clarity.  
Recommended maximum length, 350 words; longer 
letters will be considered if their content, in the 
judgment of the editors, merits the required space.

To the Editor:
I’d like to play devil’s advocate in the Public Safety situation.  If the 

officers involved are found to have abused authority and severely injured 
Anthony Jones, obviously they must then be held accountable.  Time will 
tell.  However, some of the comments I’ve read are flawed.  Recently, 
in The WIRE, Frank Farance stated that Public Safety should use more 
discretion in making arrests because, if you are fortunate to have money 
for a lawyer, you can get your case dismissed, but if not, you will have a 
record that will follow you for life.  Really, Frank?  So court-appointed 
attorneys can’t get your case dismissed if it is without merit?  Where did 
you get that information?  It is not true, and it is not rare, either.

Also, he defends incidents of angry behavior by residents toward Public 
Safety officers as something that should be ignored because that’s how 
people are sometimes.  Well, as long as I’ve lived here, I’ve found that the 
attitude toward PSD is that they are “toy cops” and “wannabes” unworthy 
of respect or authority.  So if they respond accordingly, then is that okay, 
too?  Just asking.  (I’m not referring to alleged physical abuse, but to 
the description by some residents of a “disrespectful attitude.”  Because, 
although they’re supposed to be better than that, a person can be pushed 
too far – the resident or the officer, right?)

I myself have been a victim of the sometimes outrageous and disrespectful 
attitudes of some residents here in the course of performing my duties and 
following policies while employed by several of the Island management 
companies.  If I even dared to defend my position, I was hit with Do you know 
who I am? or I pay your salary or other more insulting retorts.  One of my 
co-workers had a telephone thrown at her, right in her office.  Someone once 
posted obscene literature directed at me and another co-worker in the lobbies 
and elevators that our young children were almost exposed to.  (Thanks for 
the quick save, building maintenance!)  Once, pushed too far, I calmly told 
a tenant that I would not break policy without authorization (not available at 
that moment) unless he was willing to support my family if I lost my job.  The 
public lashing I received from him and his wife in response was humiliating.

My point is, while I am reading about negative behavior by PSD, I’ve 
read nothing about the negative behavior of the accusers, and I know 
there is that.  I can’t get behind this problem unless both sides are reported 
honestly and completely.

Regarding the teenagers arrested for loitering in the stairwell:  I’m curi-
ous why they would choose to wait for their friend in a stairwell rather 
than a clean and supervised lobby, or in their friend’s apartment.  Many 
people, City-wide, are arrested for this.  You may get a summons, but if 
you don’t have ID, or you create a disturbance, you will be arrested.  We 
know tolerating loitering will lead to criminal activity.  I personally don’t 
want to see loitering in my building become the norm, in the hallways 
or the stairwells.  These are public access areas, not living rooms or 
playgrounds.  We live here at substantial rents with presumed quality-
of-life standards.  Loitering is addressed in our leases, and it is not put 
there facetiously, so if PSD is doing its job conducting vertical patrols 
(which they recently have been accused of not doing), and they enforce 
the regulations, then please explain the problem.

Regarding the resident who stated that he warns his son every day to be 
careful of Public Safety: Apparently he had an altercation with PSD at one 
time, resulting in his arrest.  Based on a negative experience with a few of-
ficers, rightly or wrongly, he now condemns the entire PSD staff to his child 

and teaches him to fear and disrespect authority.
Regarding Mr. Jones’ situation: It appears that 

his injuries were excessive for an arrest, unless 
he was resisting; I don’t have the facts.  How-
ever, when his mother complained that she was 

not immediately contacted, then told that the notification she got was a 
“courtesy call,” that seems legitimate.  Anthony is legally an adult; if he 
were arrested by NYPD, no such call would be made.  The person named 
in his pre-arraignment interview would get a call, however, in case bail 
was set.  If there were life-threatening injuries/illness, notification would 
be made, but she was notified prior to that point.  (Generally, from time of 
arrest to arraignment is approximately 24 hours – possibly longer – during 
which time you have no access to the defendant.)  She commented that 
They know me... they know where I live.  They’ve been (to my apartment) 
before.  Well, ask Mr. Farance or some other members of the Residents 
Association about that, because they are adamant about no special treat-
ment in this neighborhood.

So, while I concur there are problems here, I think fairness and account-
ability will go a long way in resolving some of them.  There is blame on 
both sides.  However, if PSD and the residents can’t work together to start 
respecting each other, and NYPD comes in, our level of supervision will 
be compromised, and real law-enforcement tactics are not going to be 
soft-pedaled because “this is Roosevelt Island – we are special.”

Gail Montague

To the Editor:
Time:  Noon, October 13.
Place: Gristedes.
Incident: My wheelchair spun 

out of control, causing some dam-
age behind my chair and spillage 
of my intended purchases.  I man-
aged to stop the chair by touching 
a switch by my ankle.

A new produce worker with lim-
ited English did his best to help, and 
an anonymous patron ended up turn-
ing off the chair, releasing clutches, 
and, as he had no cell, pushing me 
to the desk.  No manager that day.  
Eventually, after several attempts to 
contact someone, Charmaine did.  (In 
all fairness, she had her hands full – a 
delivery man waiting for her to check 
in his stuff directed her to me.)

At my request, she called Public 
Safety.  When the officer refused to 
help me, she called my aide, who, 
at my request, came with my house-
keeper, and both pushed me to my 
place, remarking how easy it was 
to do.

Meanwhile, Charmaine checked 
out my four items.  Gerald S., an-
other shopper who knows me, 
walked over, when he saw Officer 
J. Martinez walk away from me, 
to offer his aid.  On his suggestion, 
we exited to await the Red Bus, 
with Martinez, I believe, pushing 
the chair; all remarking, “how easy,” 
etc., but I doubted they could man-
age the tight turn into the bus, and, at 
any rate, I was waiting for my aides, 
who did arrive prior to the bus.

Martinez stopped us, asking for 
“information,” indirectly from my 
aide, who transmitted his request, 
which seemed to me outrageous 
under the circumstances.  I said, 
“No, we’re going.”  He then tried 
repeatedly to give us directions, 
obviously unneeded and unwanted.

Now, I know Gristedes is not 
prepared for such emergencies, but 
I did think, silly me, that Public 
Safety is.

I wish I could remember ver-
batim the bizarre conversation 
between me and Martinez while I 
was still by the desk.  This much I 
remember:

Charge your battery.  Call a re-
pair company.  I’m not allowed 
to push you; I might get hurt, you 
might get hurt.  I need permission 
from Sgt. Mendes.  I can call EMS.  
(That’s when I asked Charmaine to 
call my home.)

Me:  Ask for another man.

To the Editor:
Public Safety Director Keith 

Guerra issued a statement in which 
he claims that, over the past five 
years, his department has been 
able to decrease crime on the Is-
land without a “zero tolerance” or 
“maximum enforcement” initia-
tive. First, without any empirical 
or hard-data evidence to support 
his claim, it is hard to believe that 
PSD is responsible for the decrease 
in crime on Roosevelt Island.

Even the NYPD, FBI, scientists, 
sociologists, and anthropologists 
differ wildly about the cause of 
what has been not only a City-wide 
but a nationwide downward trend 
in crime for decades.  Guerra does 
not know why crime has been de-
creasing on the Island and to try 
to claim credit for it is to deceive 
people into thinking otherwise.

Second, judging by the high 
number of cases of alleged abuse 
and the alleged brutal attack on 
a young resident that put him in 
the hospital with a broken rib and 
punctured lung, it is safe to say, 
also unknown to Guerra, zero tol-
erance and maximum enforcement 
are in effect. 

David Enock

He:  Sgt. says I can’t push you.  
Talk to him.

Me:  Call.  I’ll talk to him.
He:  Called, then returned to say, 

Sgt. won’t talk to you.
When I finally got back, frazzled, 

exhausted, and furious, I called Sgt. 
Mendes, who claimed no knowl-
edge of the incident.  I apprised him 
as best I could in my badly shaken 
state.  He said, Call EMS, similar 
to J. Martinez.

Me:  I want to file a complaint.
Mendes:  I’ll switch you back to 

the desk.
Result:  I got disconnected.

Sharon Stern

More letters 
on page 4

Potpourri
• We commend to the RIOC Board’s attention the sentiments of Patti 

Fallone (page 1).  She sees clearly some important things that may have 
been forgotten, as the system co-opts RIOC Board members and bur-
dens them with the critical details of running this community.  They’re 
volunteers serving in a murky world that lies between a community and 
New York State politics.  There’s a breath of heartfelt fresh air there – an 
opportunity to become newly grounded in what’s really important.

• We commend the Board for beginning something that should have 
happened months ago – searching for a RIOC president.  This is an act of 
wiping away the murk and getting on with business.  Thanks to Michael 
Shinozaki, too, for his proactive approach on Public Safety, clothed so 
well in a garment of fairness.  (Stories, page 1.)

• We also hope that the Board and residents will read Joyce Mincheff’s 
letter on page 4.  In it, there is a dose of serious practicality based on the 
question, How will the rents that we pay serve to support all the additional 
requirements that will be imposed by Cornell’s Island campus?  The fact is 
that every penny RIOC spends is a penny first paid or spent in some form 
by an Island resident or merchant.  And while we support, enthusiasti-
cally, the coming of Cornell Tech, we urge the City administration, the 
City Council, the RIOC Board, and the New York State powers-that-be to 
realize that it will be very difficult for this residential community, through 
its rents, to support all that Cornell will require in the way of infrastructure 
and services.  The RIOC Board holds the leverage – the loop of land that 
surrounds the Cornell premises – to require ongoing financial help.  The 
notion of subleasing that space to Cornell, for annual income that will 
offset the demands on infrastructure, is a powerful one.  (Letter, page 4; 
story, page 12.)

• It’s clear that Island organizations need at least twice the $100,000 in 
Public Purpose Funds.  It’s a pittance in the context of the RIOC budget, 
and the bang for the buck is the best purchase going.  The annual amount 
should be increased.  (Story, page 4.)

• It is hard to imagine anything that might be passing through the able 
brain of Keith Guerra that would lead him to believe he has a future 
here.  Our Chief of Public Safety has an opportunity now for a dignified 
departure.  Clinging to the job with a hurricane of uprising blowing strong 
is not a reasonable choice.  Things got away from him, and there’s now 
too little opportunity to get out in front of the situation.  (Story, page 1.)

• Add to that his lawyer’s clumsy attempt to intimidate the local news 
media (including The WIRE) and individual residents who have spoken 
out, and you have a grasp of desperation, at best, keeping him on the 
Island.  For the good that he has done, we wish him well.  For the rest 
of it, we recommend the dignified exit before the situation grows more 
embarrassing, and forces him into a stubborn response from a beleaguered 
corner.  (Story, page 1.)

• At the same time, we cannot help but sympathize with the several good 
Public Safety officers who, though they may have found themselves adrift 
in a quasi-militaristic culture, know how to handle Islanders, including 
the young.

• Kudos to Erin Feely-Nahem and the RIRA Common Council for the 
stand they have taken and the determination with which they’re pursuing 
their goal – and kudos to those residents who have stood up to power.  
That takes courage, but there is courage plenty to be had when joining 
together as they have done.  It’s an easy observation that not every one 
is an angel all the time, but, when their rights are violated or abridged, 
standing up and standing together is the only good choice.  (Story, page 1.)

• One final word about RIOC’s silence on Public Safety.  Gagging Chief 
Guerra so that he cannot speak out in defense of his department is a mis-
take.  Careful statements, vetted by the lawyers at RIOC, could certainly 
be issued, so that the visible and reportable situation can be more balanced.  
Whatever policy imposes that destructive silence needs modification.

DL
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as a service to RIOC, RIRA, Cornell, and the community, and does not control or censor them.

The
RIOC
Column

The
RIRA
Column

Don Lewis, Acting President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

email: Donald.Lewis@rioc.ny.gov

The
Cornell
Column

Cathy Dove, Vice President
Cornell Tech

email: cathy.dove@cornell.edu

Ellen Polivy, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association

email: ELPolivy@gmail.com

– This Weekend –
Volunteer Information Session for Four Freedoms Park, Sat Mar 9 

10am-1pm, Four Freedoms Park.  Additional information at tinyurl.com/
FDR030913.

Opening Reception for Vernissage 12, Sat Mar 9 6-9pm, Gallery 
RIVAA, 527 Main St.Gallery hours Sat & Sun 11am-5pm, Tue & Thu 
1-5pm, Wed & Fri 6-9pm.  Show continues through April 21.

– The Next Two Weeks –
Roosevelt Island Bridge testing, Mon Mar 11-Fri Mar 22 9:30am-

2:30pm; 15-minute intervals.
Registration for Island Kids Summer Camp now open.  Camp runs by 

the week, Jul 8-Aug 23.  (Ad, page 8.)
Registration for SAT Prep Course, weekdays, PS/IS 217.
RI Day Nursery Registration for all Riverwalk residents, to register for 

River Rd. & Riverwalk programs, Tue Mar 5-Mon Mar 18 8am-3pm, 
4 River Rd.  Info: preschool@ridn.org or call 212‑593‑0750.   (Ad, page 9.)

RIOC Board Real Estate Development Advisory Committee meets, 
Tue Mar 12, 5:30pm, 591 Main St.  Agenda includes proposed pilot 
ferry and dock near Four Freedoms Park; review of anticipated impacts 
from construction of Southtown #7; relocation of tot-lot.

RI Business Networking Group meets, Tue Mar 12 7:30am, Riverwalk 
Bar & Grill.  Info:  917-445-7876 or djeffries2@nyc.rr.com.

If the Goldwater Walls Could Talk, a farewell lecture on the art painted 
on Goldwater Hospital’s walls by artists of the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the 
1930s, Tue Mar 12, 6:30pm, Library.  Free, 
funded by City Councilmember Jessica Lappin.

RI Day Nursery Open Registration for all Island buildings, Tue Mar 
19.  (Ad, page 9.)

Book discussion:  Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks, Thu Mar 21 
6:30pm, Library.

The Main Street WIRE– next issue Sat Mar 23.  Advertising deadlines:  
Display ads, Wed Feb 13; decision date for circulars/inserts, Tue Mar 

19; 5,500 copies due Thu Mar 21.  Future 
issues: Apr 6, 20; May 4, 18; Jun 1, 15, 29; 
one July issue, date to be 
announced; Aug  31; 
Sep  14,  28; Oct  12,  26; 
Nov  9,  23; Dec  14.  News phone, 
212‑826‑9056; urgent matters, 

917‑617‑0449.  Email press releases or feature-story suggestions to 
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net.  Advertising (display & classified):  
917‑587‑3278.

– Continuing –
Zumba, Sat 10-11am, Sportspark.
Art Classes taught by members of the Roosevelt Island Visual Art As-

sociation (RIVAA), Sat 11am-2pm, Sportspark.  Free.
Swimming at Sportspark, Sat-Sun 12‑3pm, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed 

Thu Fri 7:30-10:30pm.  Adults (18-up) Sat-Sun 4-7pm, Tue 7:30-
10:30pm.  Adults $5, ages 4-17 $3, free for seniors 60+ and infants 3 
and under.  Schedule of classes and activities at nyc10044.com/z/0j.

Open-Rec Basketball, Sat 2-5pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.
Baby Story Time, stories for ages 0-18 months, Mon 10:30am, Library.  

Registration required; first come, first served.
Lunch at the Senior Center, Mon-Fri noon, 546 Main St.  $1.50.  Menus 

outside the social worker’s office.
RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Mon 3-5pm, 591 Main St.
Martial Arts for 6-8 yrs old, Mon & Wed 6:30-7:30pm, PS/IS 217.
Zumba, Mon 6:30-7:30pm, Sportspark.
Adult Salsa, Mon 7-8pm, PS/IS 217.
Martial Arts for 9-15 yrs old, Mon & Wed 7:30-8:30pm, PS/IS 217.  
Toastmasters, 2nd and 4th Mon 7:30pm.  Info: 212-751-9577.  
Adult Basketball, Mon-Thu 8-10pm, PS/IS 217.
Islander Essie D. Owens exhibits artwork with the Lake Worth Art 

League, Lake Worth FL, Tue-Sat 10am-4pm.  Through Mar 14.
Living Library After-School Program, Tue-Thu 3-6pm, PS/IS 217 

Beacon.  Open to all.  Info: 347-724-5529.
Games (kids 5-12), Tue 4pm, Library.
Quickstart Tennis for ages 4‑10 at the Roosevelt Island Racquet Club 

has added Sun classes, 10:30-11:30am and 11:30am-12:30pm.  Classes 
continue Tue & Thu 4-5pm & 5-6pm.  Registration open.  Info: 
212‑935‑4049 #5.  (Ad, page 5.)

Ping Pong:  Open Play, Tue & Fri 6-9pm, Sportspark.  Class, Wed 
6‑9pm, Sportspark.  All ages; free.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, first Tue of each month 6:30pm, Library.
Adult Yoga, Tue 7-8pm, PS/IS 217.
114th Precinct Community Meeting, 4th Tue, 7pm, Riccardo’s By the 

Bridge, 2101 24th Av., Astoria.
Toddler Story Time (ages 18-36 months), Wed 11am, Library.  Registra-

tion required.
Constituent Service Hours for State Senator Jose Serrano and/or staff 

first Wed of each month 4-7pm.
Four Freedoms Park open Thu-Sun 9am-5pm.  (Schedule to be ex-

panded in the future.)
Island Kids Baby & Parents Group, Thu 10-11am, 536 Main St (in the 

courtyard behind 540 Main St).  Free; drop-ins welcome.  Through Apr 
18.  Info: islandkids.org / eva.bosbach@amu.cz.

Knitting & Crocheting Circle, Thu 11:30am, Library.  Adults.
Argentine Tango Class, Thu 6:30-7:30pm, Sportspark.  $3 per class.  

Info: 917‑767‑6714.
Adult Salsa, Thu 7-8pm, PS/IS 217.
Zumba, Thu 8:30-9:30pm, Sportspark.
Creative Aging Workshop: Painting & Collage, for seniors at the Senior 

Center, Fridays Mar 1-Apr 26, 2-3:30pm, taught by professional artist/
teacher.  Inquire & register at the library.  Limited openings.

Read Aloud, Fri 3:30pm, Library.  Ages 3-6.  Families.

There is no charge to list 
Island events in ComingUp.  
Email information to 
MainStreetWIRE@usa.net or 
leave it at the lobby desk at 
531 Main Street, addressed 
to The WIRE.

Senior Center
listings on page 14

See ComingUp, page 4

As winter slowly transitions to spring, the Cornell 
Tech team continues to work on both our campus devel-
opment plans and our academic program.  Regarding 
the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), 
in January Borough President Stringer echoed the 
Community Board in supporting the approval of the 
campus plan.  The plans are currently under review by 
the City Planning Commission, which is expected to 
vote later this month.  
The next and final step 
in the City’s land use 
review process is con-
sideration by the full 
City Council, and we 
look forward to work-
ing with Councilmem-
ber Lappin and her 
colleagues to continue 
what has been an excellent and serious discussion that 
has included many members of the Roosevelt Island 
community.  We remain on track for groundbreaking 
early next year.

Regarding our academic programs, at the last time 
of writing we had just welcomed our inaugural “beta” 
class of computer science master’s degree students 
to the temporary campus in Chelsea.  It’s been an 
exciting and rewarding couple of months, as both the 
students and faculty jumped right into exploring the 

new academic model that we’re introducing at Cornell 
Tech.  The students have already established close 
contact with a number of industry partners, learning 
about various facets 
of entrepreneurial 
life at the practi-
cum sessions held 
each Friday.  Ses-
sions have included 
presentations from 
a wide array of 
disciplines, includ-
ing architects, tech 
entrepreneurs, and 
even a group of at-
torneys, who helped 
the class understand 
the intricacies of 
tech transfer and 
intellectual prop-
erty.  The students 
are also working in 
teams on semester-
long projects in di-
rect collaboration with private companies.  It is terrific 
having active students, faculty, and community part-
ners interacting at our site.

Roosevelt Island is bustling with activity right now.
We are seeing some exciting new changes, from 

wonderful Sunday night music at Gallery RIVAA to 
their RIOC-RIVAA co-sponsored classical music and 
art in the Motorgate lobby. 

I am thrilled with the Gristedes renovation.  The 
store is clean and bright.  I enjoyed seeing the new 
merchandise, with lots of specialty items, and inter-
esting gift and house-
wares items, and the 
specialty-foods aisles 
separated for ease.  I 
think the changes are 
positive.  I hope the 
high prices and the 
old practice of selling 
outdated items also get 
reconsidered.

The RIRA Social, Cultural, and Educational Com-
mittee is planning three events.

Easter Egg Hunt
After many years, we have decided to revive this 

much-loved occasion, with an exciting day planned for 
ages 1-12 on Saturday, March 30.  From 10:00 a.m. to 
noon, the Easter Bunny and bonnet-making will be at 
Manhattan Park, as well as an Easter egg hunt for the 
youngsters in the Manhattan Park green space.  Later, 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m., the older children from ages 6 to 
12 will be at Firefighters Field for games and egg hunt-
ing, with prizes in the eggs.  At both the Easter Bunny 
and our fundraising raffle, you will find gift certificates 
for Eiji’s Salon on Madison Avenue, a gift certificate 
for photographer Rachel (orahphoto.com), a Starbucks 
basket, and many more wonderful gift certificates and 
prizes from our wonderful local merchants.

To register your children, toddler to 12 years, on 

line, please go to go.riraonline.com/easteregg, or fax your 
form to 212-537-6685, or leave your form in the box 
at PS/IS 217.

There are volunteer opportunities.  On Saturday, 
March 23, from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at 4 River Road 
Community Room, we will be stuffing eggs.  We also 
need volunteers for Saturday, March 30, for the Easter 
Egg Hunt, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  You can come for an 
hour or two if you can’t commit to the whole day.  
Contact us at sceeasteregg@riraonline.com.

Cherry Blossom Festival
Our third Annual Cherry Blossom Festival is sched-

uled for Saturday, 
April 13, from 10:00 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m., rain 
or shine, under the 
cherry trees in front 
of Goldwater Hospi-
tal.  Japan Block Fair 
will provide food and 
vendors.  The prom-
enade leading to 
Southpoint Park will 
teem with wonderful 
Japanese items.  Per-
formances will take 
place at Four Free-
doms Park.  You will 
be able to hear the 
music that you have 
previously enjoyed, 
with some wonder-
ful new additions.  
If the weather is bad, everything comes inside.  If 
you are interested in working on the committee or 

In connection with our diligent efforts to ensure that 
Roosevelt Island’s infrastructure and public facilities 
are well-maintained, below is an update on certain 
projects throughout the Island.  This week’s column 
concludes with news for tennis players, who are un-
doubtedly looking forward to warmer weather.

Tram Enclosure Project
As part of our ongoing Tram Enclosure Project, we 

intend to repair and refinish the floors at both Tram 
stations.  We cannot, however, proceed until the tem-
perature is consistently 
above 40 degrees, in-
cluding the overnight 
hours. We hope to be 
able to commence this 
work by late April or 
early May.

Good Shepherd
This spring, our 

contractor will recom-
mence and complete its work at the Good Shepherd 
Community Center, including repointing the masonry 
façade and restoring the cupola.  We share the com-
munity’s delight at the beautiful new slate shingle roof 
that was installed during the project’s earlier phase.  
We look forward to the finished product once this final 
phase is completed.

Z-Brick Reparations
In connection with repairs to roadways, sidewalks, 

and pathways that RIOC undertakes on an as-needed 
basis, we intend to repair certain Z-bricks in the 

beginning of the spring.  We are aware that the Z-bricks 
are cherished by many residents, and look forward to 
proceeding with this project.

Cultural Center
The demolition phase of the Cultural Center wrapped 

up on February 22.  We have a hired an architect 
who will soon get 
started on restoring 
this vital community 
space.  We are mind-
ful of the importance 
and historical signifi-
cance of this commu-
nity space, and will 
continue to work dili-
gently to ensure that 
the Cultural Center 
is restored as soon as 
possible.

Tennis Permits
Tennis permits for 

the new season will 
be available on the 
RIOC website be-
ginning March 18. 
Members who held 
onto their permits 
from last year need 
not come in for a 
new card; instead, they can simply pay for this year 
and their cards will automatically be updated.

See Cornell, page 11

See RIRA, page 4
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Refereed Basketball League, Fri, Sportspark.  To register, call 
212‑832‑4540 ext 321 or email OMaragh@rioc.com.

Extended Sportspark hours for Islanders 16-25, Fri‑Sat 9pm-midnight.

– Future Weeks –
RI Women’s Health Organization meets, Wed Mar 27 6:30pm, 12th 

floor, Senior Center, 546 Main St.
RI Business Networking Group meets, Wed Mar 27 7pm, location to 

be announced.
Easter Egg Hunt, Sat Mar 30 2-4pm, Firefighters Field.  Register online 

at http://go.riraonline.com/easteregg.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council meets, Wed 

Apr 3 8pm, Good Shepherd Center.  Public session at beginning  for brief 
resident/guest comments/announcements.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu Apr 4 5:30pm, Manhattan Park Community 
Center, 8 River Rd.  Register to comment in public portion at start of 
meeting by calling 212‑832‑4540.

MST&DA Adult Musical Theatre Studio presents Songs for a New 
World, Thu Apr 4 7:30pm, Fri Apr 5 8pm, Sun Apr 7, 3pm and 7pm, 
Good Shepherd Center.  $15 (seniors, students $10).  (Ad, page 9.)

First Sunday Jazz Salon, Sun Apr 7 5-7pm, Gallery RIVAA.  $5 dona-
tion; refreshments.  (Ad, page 14.)

RI Business Networking Group meets, Tue Apr 9 7:30am, Riverwalk 
Bar & Grill.  Info:  917-445-7876 or djeffries2@nyc.rr.com.

Cherry Blossom Festival, Sat Apr 13, 10am-7:30pm, Goldwater Hos-
pital, on the West Promenade.

Book discussion:  Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon, Thu Apr 
18 6:30pm, Library.

Love Your Block Earth Day Celebration, Sat Apr 20 10am-afternoon, 
sponsored by iDig2Learn with a grant from the Citizens Committee for 
NYC and NYC Service.  All welcome; to volunteer, email iDig2Learn@
gmail.com.

RI Business Networking Group meets, Tue Apr 23 7pm, location to be 
announced.  Info:  917-445-7876 or djeffries2@nyc.rr.com.

ComingUp, from page 3

The innovations of Goldwater Hospital are the focus of a talk by histo-
rian Judith Berdy sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Historical Society, 
of which she is President, at the New York Public Library Branch on 
Roosevelt Island, on Tuesday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m.

Titled If the Walls of Goldwater Hospital Could Talk, the presentation 
will highlight how, even in its architectural design, Goldwater is notable 
for its open and airy layout, incorporating community space with indi-
vidual rooms for long-term residents.

In the hospital’s early days,  several recreation rooms were painted by 
artists through a program sponsored by the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA).  Sadly, three of the four murals were painted over, and it is hoped 
that Cornell University will remove and restore them.  The fourth mural, 
Abstraction, by Ilya Bolotowsky, has been restored and is visible today.

Other notable experiments in medical care, plus the integration of the 
disabled in a residential setting, took place there.

In addition to currently serving as a home to more than a thousand 
residents, Goldwater has also gained cinematic fame as the setting for 
numerous films. The Exorcist, Cold Souls, and the remake of Arthur were 
all set at the hospital. 

The lecture is both a celebration of Goldwater Hospital, which has led 
the way in treatment of patients with tuberculosis, polio, AIDS, and other 
long-term chronic diseases, and a farewell. The hospital is scheduled to 
close in December 2013. 

The event, the second in a series of spring lectures sponsored by the 
Roosevelt Island Historical Society, is free.

Talk on Goldwater
Set for Tuesday

Westview 
Election

The Westview Task Force has a 
new roster on its board of direc-
tors, after an election coordinated 
by Gene Teytelman and monitored 
by Joyce Mincheff and Ron Melt-
zer.  Fourteen candidates ran; 13 
were elected.  They are:  Thomas 
Hastings, , Steven Kleinberg, Paul 
Lenner, Susan Marcus, Johan 
Marfey, Rosemary Musumba, 
Opher Pail, Slavica Plecas-Gak, 
Michael Sinelnikov, Ivens Stan-
ton, Tad Sudol, Gene Teytelman, 
Eugene Torres.

volunteering, please contact us at sce@riraonline.com.
Love Your Block, Love Our Earth

On Saturday, April 20, come out for this family-friendly event.  Join the 
festivities with flower power as we plant together.  Celebrate our Earth 
and beautify our Island.  Make your mark. We will be beautifying strategic 
areas along Main Street, including the plaza in front of Motorgate and 
Gristedes.  Christina Delfico got a special grant from Citizens Committee 
for NYC and NYC Service to celebrate Earth Day and beautify our block.  
Her group, iDig2Learn, is organizing this event in collaboration with the 
PS/IS 217 PTA, the Youth Program, RIOC, RIRA, Urban American, The 
Hudson Companies, and others.  See the work of your hands for years to 
come.  Practice getting dirty in anticipation of Roosevelt Island Day in 
June.  There will be activities in the morning and afternoon.  For more 
details or to volunteer, contact iDig2Learn@gmail.com.

Updates
The Roosevelt Island Community Coalition (RICC) has been closely 

following the deliberations of the City Planning Commission.  We are 
disappointed that, up to this point, they have been unwilling to take a 
stand on barging.  This means that our City Councilmember, Jessica Lap-
pin, will need to save the day and deliver the barging that our community 
demands.  Also pushing for barging are Assemblymember Micah Kellner 
and Assemblymembers from Western Queens.  RICC plans to continue 
lobbying our elected officials. 

We will be having a RIRA/RICC/CERT town meeting about emergency 
planning after the Office of Emergency Management releases the new 
evacuation designations for the City.  It is expected that Roosevelt Island 
will be reclassified.  We’ll give you more information when we learn it.

The RIRA Public Safety Committee is planning many additional 
events, and is being very active in its mission to replace the leadership 
of Public Safety with one that treats Islanders more respectfully.  Com-
mittee members are continuing with the petition drive, and are planning 
a march and rally.  It is not enough to get rid of what we don’t like about 
Public Safety.  Our community must create a Public Safety that we want.  
To that end, I have begun some discussions with a not-for-profit organi-
zation that helps communities think through thorny issues and come to 
collaborative conclusions.  I have invited the Public Safety Committee 
to join this process, to create the kind of public safety department that 
supports life on our Island.

To John Catsimatidis (owner of 
Gristedes):

I was really hoping not to write 
to you yet again on a Wednesday 
morning, but you leave me no 
choice. 

Once again, in today’s New York 
Post, is a full-page ad declaring 
War on Inflation – but again, only at 
two stores in Kips Bay, on East 29th 
Street at Second Avenue, and on 
East 32nd Street at Third Avenue, 
and at the store on East 86th (hardly 
an address that needs a price break) 
– your three stores located steps 
away from the new Fairway at East 
30th Street at Second Avenue or the 
one at East 86th.

You took an ad out in The WIRE 
touting the re-opening of the Roo-
sevelt Island store, promising fresh 
this, organic that, better selections 
of certain items – but without any 
indication of a War on Inflation for 
us.  Is it all about the money, honey?  
When will we see better, competi-
tive pricing?

You sent out invitations yester-
day to a very select few for the 
store’s grand-opening preview on 
Wednesday, March 6.  Will there be 
a full-page ad anywhere declaring 
War on Inflation for us long-suffer-
ing RI residents?  We’re still sub-
jected to over-the-top high prices 
on such necessities as:

• Milk – $1.49 a quart here, but 
99¢ at the three stores mentioned 
above, and only on 1% or fat-free.

• Toilet paper – $3 for four rolls 
of Scott bath tissue at the three 
Manhattan stores, but  $5 for four 
rolls on Roosevelt Island.

• And my favorite – four cans 
of Bumble Bee Solid White Tuna 
at four for $5 in Kips Bay, and 
who knows how much this week 
on Roosevelt Island?

And how nice, free delivery for 
purchases of $40 up.

And, by the way, while the Roo-
sevelt Island store is nearly fin-
ished, the person who is doing the 
signage for the aisles has put up 
small signs that cannot be read by 

To the Editor:
Coler-Goldwater Hospital has 

come up with an innovative and cre-
ative way to save money: they skimp 
on toilet paper and paper towels.  
After all, residents don’t need paper 
in all of their toilets.  Only one of 
four will do.  So what if they have 
to wait?  Some might deem this 
unsanitary and a health hazard, but 
that’s just old-fashioned.

This is no joke.  For the past six 
months, they have been doing this.  
I have been a resident in units in 
both hospitals, and have experi-
enced this.  Head nurses call ad-
ministration and housekeeping (the 
responsible party), and sometimes 
get a response.  I have contacted the 
nursing home ombudsman, which 
also helps.

I would question whether a net 
saving is achieved, since people 
use a certain amount of paper re-
gardless.

Bob Furman

Letters, from page 2

anyone because the print font is 
even smaller, and many of the new 
shelves have merchandise on them 
so high up that only a basketball 
player could reach it.

Really, Mr. C, how much longer 
will this go on?

I read this morning that, at last 
night’s Mayoral Candidate Forum, 
you kibitzed about failing calculus 
in school.  Well, right now you 

are failing the public relations test 
on Roosevelt Island – continuing 
to favor other neighborhoods with 
many shopping choices over the 
one place where you could possibly 
make a difference now – and kibitz-
ing and humor will not make the 
difference.  Better prices on many 
staples and a few specialty items 
will be a good start.

Nina Lublin

RIRA, from page 3

To the Editor:
The City is giving away its Roosevelt Island  land to Cornell-Technion.  

Roosevelt Islanders are totally behind a plan that provides significant 
enhancements for all New Yorkers.  But the process neglects to consider 
important problems that could be ruinous for our tiny community:

• Major construction in a community with only one street can easily 
overwhelm us if not properly managed.  Barging is not an option – it’s a 
necessity.  And mixing cement on site will eliminate countless truck haz-
ards, while the cost to do so will have only a minor impact on the project’s 
budget.  In fact, some construction professionals believe that the efficiency 
gained by onsite cement will likely reduce the project’s overall cost.

• Most Roosevelt Island services – the ones that keep us safe, our 
neighborhood clean, and our population moving – are not supplied by 
the City.  In any other corner of the City, they would be.  The Public 
Safety Department, grounds maintenance, street cleaning, plowing, and 
repair, Red Bus transportation, the facilities, and our quality of life are 
paid for by land-leases that RIOC charges for Roosevelt Island assets.  
The budget gets no infusion from the City whatsoever.  Yet, the popula-
tion of Cornell-Technion will cause a dramatic increase in the demand 
for Island services.  Our population will grow from about 14,000 to 
aproximately 21,000.  The City has not offered a nickel to help support 
the services that its pet project will demand, even though it will derive 
huge monetary benefits.

Although the quality of life on Roosevelt Island may seem an idyllic 
setting for such a project, it comes at a price.  While the City has the right to 
give away its land, does it have the right to impose an outrageous expense 
on a community without defraying that ongoing cost?  Cornell-Technion 
is not simply building a school here.  It is building an enterprise and 
making tax-generating corporate co-location profits.  Cornell-Technion 
will benefit, the City of New York will benefit.  Roosevelt Island’s tiny 
budget will be overwhelmed.

Our elected officials must come to our aid to include Roosevelt Island, 
the provider of services that will support Cornell-Technion’s population, 
in the division of revenue generated from this project.  And Roosevelt 
Islanders should contact our elected officials to let them know.

Joyce Mincheff

More ComingUp on page 11

The WIRE Archives: nyc10044.com

Public Purpose Funds Asked:  $254,210
Funds Awarded:  $100,000

At Wednesday night’s meeting of the RIRA Common Council, delegates 
approved the recommendations of the Public Purpose Funds Committee.  
Funds awarded to the applying organizations are listed below to the right 
of their requested amounts.  The recommendations will now go to the 
RIOC Board of Directors for acceptance and funding.

The applicants, their requests, and their awards:	
	 Asked	 Awarded
RI Disabled Assocation (RIDA)	 $10,500	 $  9,000
PS/IS 217 PTA	 32,000	 12,700
IDig2Learn	 10,500	 7,500
RI Historical Society (RIHS)	 22,000	 7,000
RI Chamber of Commerce	 10,000	 3,500
RI Day Nursery	 35,000	 4,250
RI Senior Association (RISA)	 20,000	 14,700
Roosevelt Landings Residents Association	   5,000	 0
RI Community Literary Associates (RICLA)	 20,000	 3,500
Life Frames, Inc.	 25,360	 3,250
R&R Concerts	 14,850	 11,000
RI Visual Art Association (RIVAA)	 30,000	 10,500
Island Kids	 19,000	 13,100
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718‑706‑WINE (9463)
BlueStreakWine.com

See you at Trellis!

212‑752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the Good Shepherd Community Center

Trellis:  6:00 a.m.  to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Winds
Winds of March, winds of 

change.  We’re moving – at a 
Roosevelt Island pace – toward 

change at Trellis, even as 
seasonal change works its way 
through on the Island at large.

Meantime, as always...

R O O S E V E L T

C      L      U      B   

Call Kimberly Latif 
212.935.4049 or 
klatif@rirctennis.com
281 Main Street
Roosevelt Island
Next to the tram
www.quickstartny.com

   More kids� classes.  
More tennis.  More fun!

MORE!
MORE TIMES FOR QUICKSTART TENNIS

New 

students  get 

the  first  cLASS 

FREE!  

We heard you, parents!  You told us your kids love our QuickStart tennis 
program, so we’ve expanded the schedule! You can sign-up now for the 

additional QuickStart classes. They’ll be held at the Roosevelt Island 
Sports Park Gym – right next door to Roosevelt Island Racquet Club.

 Here�s the new Sunday QuickStart schedule.

•  Sunday, 10:30am to 11:30am    • Sunday, 11:30am to 12:30pm    

	

•	 Fast Service & Reasonable Fees
•	 Free E-Filing
•	 A new service on Roosevelt	

Island that allows you to Drop 

Off & Pick Up your tax return at 

your doorstation

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.  - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m.  - 3:00 p.m.

Accountable Financial Management Corp.

599 Main Street

New York NY 10044

212‑644‑8231 • www.AFMCmoney.com

Your Friendly Neighborhood Tax Preparer & Financial Planning Office
Established 1988 – Serving Roosevelt Island since 1998

Serving Roosevelt Island  since 1998

Olympic Car Service

1-718-626‑8000

Ask for your special RI resident’s discount card

Call us about your return trip from the airport

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $34 • LGA $18 • Newark $68+toll

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $25
$2 off any fare $25 or over

Save this Coupon
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most of the stories to two additional 
venues last week – the Operations 
Committee meeting held Monday 
(February 25), and the full RIOC 
Board meeting (Thursday, February 
28).  Stories reported in The WIRE’s 
February 23 issue (online at tinyurl.
com/3311wire) were repeated – many 
verbatim – for the Board members.

By the time of those meetings, 
Shinozaki had taken a number of 
steps dealing directly with Public 
Safety, respond-
ing to the pro-
tests about its 
methods.  These 
were announced 
in the February 
25 Operations 
Committee ses-
sion, which was 
moved from the 
RIOC offices to 
the community 
room at 4 River 
Road to accom-
modate about 30 
residents who 
wanted to attend.

• He had 
begun investi-
gating the possibility of cameras 
on officers, he said.  “How can we 
collect actionable information, so 
things can be proven?”  He said 
that small point-of-view cameras 
mounted on glasses seemed to him 
the best solution.  Worn by Public 
Safety officers, they would record 

With Online Links

A Public Safety Scrapbook
What Has Riled Residents?

2008
Wed Oct 8 – RIRA Common Council puts question on ballot:  Should 

Roosevelt Island have a Citizens Review Board to hear resident com-
plaints about Public Safety Department (PSD)?  tinyurl.com/wire2903

Tue Nov 4 – 94% of Island voters call for PSD to be under review of a 
board of citizens.  tinyurl.com/2905wire

2009
Sat May 30 – Adib Mansour is arrested while taking photos as PSD 

officers clear Capobianco Field for use by off-Island teams.  tinyurl.
com/2919wire  Case later dismissed.  tinyurl.com/wire2921

2010
Sat May 8 – Assemblymember Micah Kellner sponsors bill calling for 

review board.  tinyurl.com/wire3016

2012
Wed Jun 6 – PSD Chief Keith Guerra proposes that Public Safety officers 

be armed with tasers.  tinyurl.com/wire3220
Thu July 26 – Neal Stueber arrested and injured in Public Safety office 

when he goes there to provide insurance papers following his daugh-
ter’s arrest while driving on Main Street.  The next day, RIOC demands 
Stueber’s resignation as part-time Red Bus driver.

Sat Aug 25 – The WIRE carries letter from Jenna Stueber about her father’s 
arrest.  tinyurl.com/3223wire

Wed Oct 3 – RIRA Common Council asks for an investigation of Public 
Safety.  tinyurl.com/3303wire

2013
Sun Jan 13 – Anthony Jones is injured in the course of a Public Safety 

arrest and detention, is cuffed and guarded in hospital.  No charges are 
filed against him.  tinyurl.com/3310wire

Wed Jan 30 – Lawyer for Jones and his mother holds press conference, 
announces suit against RIOC.  tinyurl.com/3310wire

Wed Jan 30 – At a meeting of the Operations Committee of the RIOC 
Board of Directors, many residents tell stories of what they consider 
mistreatment by Public Safety, or mishandling and arrests of youth.

Wed Feb 7 – RIRA Council unanimously asks for PSD Chief Keith 
Guerra’s removal. tinyurl.com/3310wire

Sat Feb 9 – The WIRE reports on the lawyer’s press conference. tinyurl.
com/3310wire

Sat Feb 16 – RIRA Public Safety Committee holds rally.  240 sign peti-
tion. tinyurl.com/3310wire

Sat Feb 23 – WIRE reports whistleblower’s claim that RIOC has lost 
control of PSD. tinyurl.com/3311wire

Mon Feb 25 – RIOC Operations Committee moves to larger room to 
accommodate residents who have come to protest.

Wed Feb 27 – Guerra’s lawyer threatens WIRE, others, with legal action.  
tinyurl.com/3312wire

Thu Feb 28 – At a meeting of the RIOC Board, many residents repeat 
stories told at the February 16 rally.

Thu Feb 28 – Ingrid Veras, key officer in the Stueber case, resigns her 
Public Safety post.  tinyurl.com/3311wire

right down the center of it, separating the various 
income levels.

That railroad track doesn’t really exist anymore.  
The socioeconomic distinctions are not as clear any-
more.  You take something like the [Main Street] The-
atre, that is something that has always crossed those 
boundaries.  One of the beautiful things that I always 
found, when the oldest of my four kids started at the 
theatre, was [that] it’s one of those situations where 
you’re on a stage where there are kids from the most 
expensive private schools, and there are kids from 
welfare families, and nobody knows who’s who, and 
they’re just happy.  They grow up with such a greater 
understanding of the world at large.  And I think it’s 
vital for the Board and the State to understand that – 
whether it’s the soccer fields, or the theatre, or just the 
parks where our children no longer feel free to play, 
because any sort of recreation is deemed loitering.

It’s up to you guys to preserve this.  You have a won-
derful opportunity here to be part of this community, 
and to help us.  We are willing to do the work.  We’re 
not sitting here saying You need to do this for us or 
We want you to do this.  We want to be able to keep 
our community strong and our community together, 
and these are the ways we do it.  We do it with things 
like the Main Street Theatre.  The theatre is amazing.  
The kids that come through the theatre program have 
benefitted so greatly from it.  I was talking with one of 
the families in Rivercross, and their kids all went to 

continuously, providing audio and 
video of arrests, sometimes from 
the viewpoint of multiple officers.

• He said cameras in the Public 
Safety Office would be made op-
erational.  (They were mounted but 
not recording during the forceful 
Stueber arrest, which occurred in 
the PSD office.)  RIOC’s Acting 
President, Don Lewis, said they’d 
be working by March 8.

• He announced that RIOC will 
bring in an out-
side consul-
tant to evaluate 
PSD, and that a 
Request for Pro-
posals (RFP) is 
being prepared.

• “We have put 
Public Safety on 
notice that we 
will do random 
inspections,” 
Shinozaki said.  
“I’ll be coming 
in any time of 
the day or night, 
checking up on 
them, inspect-
ing the offices.  

They need to be aware that we’ll 
be dropping in on them, keeping 
an eye on them.”

• “We’ve also put in place [the 
requirement of] notification to the 
Board if any level of force is used 
– handcuffs and up, on the force 
ladder.  We’re going to be notified 

what’s happening... by the officer 
in charge.”  When a resident ex-
pressed concern that such orders 
might be ignored, Shinozaki added, 
“If we give them a standing order 
and they violate such orders, we 
can act on that.  If we have cameras 
that have evidence of what they’re 
doing, then we have something we 
can act on.”

After that point, Board member 
David Kraut commented, “I have 
to say that I think your problems 
are less with Public Safety than 
they are with your [RIOC] Board of 
Directors, to tell the truth.  I’m not 
saying that we were lax in any way, 
but, in fact, Public Safety should 
have been taking their leadership 
and guidance from us for 20 years... 
25 years, and we’re only now at the 
point where we’re establishing pol-
icies – the kind of stuff that Mike is 
talking about, so we’re behind the 
eight-ball here.  We should have 
been out in front of the issue from 
the get-go, and so, now, people are 
unhappy.  That doesn’t mean that 
all this stuff that you’re talking to 
us [about] is true or right.  Some of 
you are famous on the Island for 
making stuff up.  You just are.  I’m 
on the rock 34 years, I’m on this 
Board 19 years, and I know my 
neighbors.”

At that point, a resident inter-
rupted, using the word “dictator-
ship” in reference to RIOC or the 
law-enforcement climate on the 
Island.  Kraut responded, “Aw, sit 
down and shut up, you moron.”  
With that, the meeting became 
noisy – residents using language 
like “abuse of power” and “I don’t 
feel like I’m a Roosevelt Islander 
anymore.”

That triggered a partial reprise 
of the resident complaints that had 
been heard at the February 16 rally 
(The WIRE, February 23, online at 
tinyurl.com/3311wire.)

That was repeated, more for-
mally, at last week’s RIOC Board 
meeting (already reported, in 
part, on Website NYC10044 at 
nyc10044.com).

Resident Frank deJesus, who had 
not been heard from in previous 
group recountings of encounters 
with Public Safety officers, told of 
wanting to file a report in 2006 after 
his son was mugged, and being told 
by a desk officer at PSD that We 
have it under control, apparently re-
fusing to take the complaint.  When 
he insisted on filing a report, he was 
warned, he said, that if he contin-
ued to insist, he would be arrested.  
“She told me that they had every-
thing under control, and told me to 

leave, and said if I didn’t leave, I 
would be arrested.  I protested, and 
they all jumped on me.  My wife 
and boy were there.  They held me 
by the throat and they were chok-
ing me. ...  Anyway, I got beat up 
and they sent me 
to the Tombs.  I 
had to report for 
six months.  I 
missed work.

“Another 
time, my boys 
were playing at 
the park – bas-
ketball, last 
year.  They were 
playing and they 
were told they 
were making too 
much noise.  The 
kids protested, 
like they do – they think they have 
every right to speak out – and the 
cops told them to leave the park.  
Anyway, they were leaving, but my 
boy had left his backpack in the 
park.  He asked one of the cops for 
permission to [go back] and retrieve 
his backpack.  He told him yes, but 
one of the lady police didn’t get 
the signal, and she maced him for 
returning back to the park after he 
was told to leave.  They called an 
ambulance and they took him to 
the hospital, and I had to pay for 
the ambulance and everything else.

“I don’t know what’s happening 
on the Island.  If this happens...  
People talk about how this Island 
was a utopia.  I think it’s unique and 
there are different classes of people 

PSD, from page 1

Fallone, from page 1
top schools, and their daughter is now at the [unclear 
word], and she presented something, and her father 
said something to her about her degrees.  And she said, 
No, it was the Main Street Theatre that taught me how 
to do a presentation like that.  It’s true.  You guys have 
to understand that.

I implore you to appreciate and put your finger on 
the pulse of this community, because there is such a 
disconnect.  With all due respect to the Board members, 
there is a little bit of a disconnect between the residents 
and the residents sitting on the Board, I think, as well 
as the [staff] members.

[From] the [staff], I would expect that.  We all 
friggin’ hate our jobs.  [But] you have a job where 
you can actually do amazingly good things.  And you 
should really look at that, and appreciate that.  We 
don’t want to feel like we’re the constant enemy.  You 
know the [Cultural Center] renovations should have 
been done.  OK, we had [Hurricane] Sandy, so, thank 
God, they weren’t [yet] done.  But they should have 
been done by now.

What you’re doing is [that] you’re breaking down 
the community when you’re not feeding the needs of the 
community.  When we’re dealing with all of these issues 
with Public Safety, and we’re talking about [how] the 
kids have nothing to do? Well, don’t threaten one of the 
things that’s actually in place that the kids have to do.

Respect the community.  And help us to help you 
allow us to be a very strong community.”

who try to get along, [but] I think 
this is a repression.  I hate to think 
this way.  What?  Are you having 
an experiment in how to repress 
people?  People can’t even walk 
through the hallways sometimes; 

they get arrested 
for that.  Where 
else would they 
get arrested for 
that? ...

“You have 
to give people 
rights.  We tend 
to believe that 
we have rights 
– that we can do 
things.  You have 
to respect them 
– young men 
are rebellious, 
but they’re not 

hoodlums.  They gather in groups, 
yes.  But the biggest gang here is 
the Public Safety.  My point is, 
do not be afraid of these youth.  
There’s nothing to be afraid of.  Go 
to them [and speak to them] like an 
older person, tell them, you can’t be 
doing this.

“I don’t know what’s happening 
on this Island.”

There followed a replay of 
several of the stories reported in 
the February 23 WIRE, with the 
chair of the Residents Association 
(RIRA) Public Safety Committee, 
Erin Feely-Nahem, summarizing 
the position taken by the RIRA 
Common Council – that the top 
management at Public Safety must 

its editor to complain of excessively physical enforcement by PSD to tell 
their stories publicly.  Some have written letters, and a few have told their 
stories for publication, but many have been afraid that a public complaint 
would lead to further trouble with Guerra’s PSD.  A resident of Roosevelt 
Landings, Akaterini Drougos, came forward in recent meetings with such 
a story of alleged harassment by a Public Safety officer after she filed a 
complaint about alleged manhandling during a traffic stop (see The WIRE, 
February 23, online at tinyurl.com/3311wire, page 11).

Following publicity surrounding the case of Anthony Jones (The WIRE, 
February 9, tinyurl.com/wire3310), the chair of the Roosevelt Island Residents 
Association (RIRA) Public Safety Committee, Erin Feely-Nahem, urged 
victims to speak out together – a safety-in-numbers strategy.  The RIRA Com-
mon Council, meanwhile, passed a resolution asking for Guerra’s removal.

The Maloney letter to The WIRE includes a “demand” that “you im-
mediately cease and desist from publishing any further information about 
Mr. Guerra which are [sic] false, misleading, unsubstantiated and lacking 
of journalistic integrity” [all in capital letters].

WIRE publisher Dick Lutz said, “The WIRE stands by its reporting.”
The WIRE’s legal counsel, A. Ross Wollen, responded to Maloney (see 

letter, page 12), writing, “As you should know, your Cease and Desist 
letters are totally inappropriate in these circumstances.  The WIRE was 
reporting, as it should, an issue of major importance to our residents and 
community, as evidenced by several recent protest gatherings of hundreds 
of Roosevlet Island residents, focused mostly on your client.  He is without 
doubt a public figure, currently the most such, on Roosevelt Island...  I 
read the article in question and found not a hint of anything improper and 
not fully protected by the First Amendment.  I’d enjoy arguing this issue 
with you in court if you proceed to ‘commence legal action.’”

Guerra, from page 1

See Public Safety, next page
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be fired.
“In the light of the growing crisis 

of the Public Safety Department... 
we are asking RIOC and the RIOC 
Board, which has the authority to do 
so, to terminate Chief Keith Guerra, 
Deputy Director René Bryan, [and] 
Captain Estrella Suarez.  We fur-
ther request that action be taken 
against a num-
ber of officers, 
who are the PSD 
footsoldiers, and 
whose names 
come up on a 
continual basis 
around abuse, 
harrassment, 
misconduct, 
and brutality, as 
demonstrated 
over the past four 
years by PSD.  
These would in-
clude but are not 
limited to Of-
ficer Ralph Tor-
rens, Sgt. Raoul Hernandez, Sgt. 
Ingrid Veras, and Sgt. Yee.”  She 
said her committee continues to 
gather “dozens of documented ac-
counts of such behavior under the 
leadership of the present regime.

“As residents, our patience is 
wearing thin,” she continued.  “We 
can no longer continue to wait for 
action.  We are beyond rushing to 
judgment.  Our patience is gone.  
Our patience is wearing thin be-
cause, over the past four years, 

the Public Safety Committee has 
discussed issues... with Director 
Guerra, with little or no change in 
the tactics his department uses.  He 
has ignored our suggestions and 
manipulated situations and reports, 
ensuring that his officers’ account is 
the only accepted side.

“He has refused to see the obvi-
ous patterns where the targeting 

of certain youth 
is reflected in an 
officer’s arrest 
jacket, praising 
the officers for 
harrassment of 
these youth, by 
labeling the offi-
cers as proactive, 
and promoting 
them despite the 
community’s 
concerns.  I can 
give you several 
examples of this.  
Sgt. Hernandez 
is one, and Sgt. 
Rivera, who is 

now gone to the Corrections De-
partment, was another.

“We showed him a pattern.  They 
were promoted.

“The case of Anthony Jones has 
been a catalyst for a growing move-
ment on the Island, of individu-
als who are now willing to come 
forward, as demonstrated by our 
magnificent rally on February 16, 
which I think most of you missed, 
except for Michael Shinozaki, who 
did attend.  People are no longer 

afraid, atomized, or content to pas-
sively accept their fate as written 
by the Public Safety Department.  
Instead, they are uniting in a search 
for justice.

“As the RIOC Board, you are 
in a position to meet our central 
demand – the removal of the pres-
ent leadership of the Public Safety 
Department, starting with Guerra.  
As far as we are concerned, we are 
beyond debating this question.  We 
respectfully present you with our 
concerns, supported by the RIRA 
resolution unanimously passed in 
the February [Common Council] 
session, and we expect you to act 
accordingly.”

Other residents fol-
lowed Feely-Nahem.  
Chris Enock read a re-
port written by his son, 
then added, “I don’t think 
there’s a community like 
this, where you can say 
all your friends are being 
arrested.  I don’t know...  
Something’s going on 
that’s really wrong.”

Erin Feely-Nahem’s 
husband, Ike Nahem, 
made an impassioned 
speech about a 2008 “as-
sault” on his son by Offi-
cer Raoul Hernandez, but 
he quickly moved to the 
RIRA Public Safety Com-
mittee’s key demand.  “I 
think the elephant in the 
room tonight is [the] community 
unrest that is boiling over on our 
wonderful Island over the clear, 
longstanding pattern of abuse, false 
detentions, violent assaults, lies, 
and coverups, by the Public Safety 
Department under the leadership of 
Bryan, Guerra, and Suarez.  Since 
the Anthony Jones scandal, the dam 
has burst open, and we really expect 
the [RIOC] Board to act and to act 
expeditiously.  We want this inept, 
incompetent, vicious regime led by 
Guerra to be gone.”  Nahem was 
applauded repeatedly.

“You should have no doubt that 
the Public Safety Committee and 
[the] RIRA [Common Council], 
which voted unanimously to re-
move the Guerra-Bryan regime, 
that we speak for the majority on 
this question.  RIOC inaction and 
dawdling on the main question 
will only increase the alienation 
of residents toward you...  RIOC 
managed to fire Stephen Shane 
for causes that you thought were 
valid.  You shamefully, shame-
fully, arranged to separate Neal 
Stueber, an honest worker whose 
crime was to get beaten up for 
nothing, by PSD thugs, the next 

day.  The next day, you managed 
to separate him from his job – to 
get him fired.

“Now, when it comes to clear 
cases – one after another that have 
been going on for years – you’re 
seeing this upsurge in our commu-
nity, I hear a labyrinth of obstacles 
to acting expeditiously.  We don’t 
accept that.  We don’t accept that.  
You need to act now.  We want these 
people out.  We want new leader-
ship.  We don’t want to discuss 
reforms.  We will discuss reforms, 
and God knows there need to be 
reforms on many levels, but the 
question is getting rid of this leader-
ship.  Then we can discuss reforms 

in a serious, rational way.  To try to 
discuss things like that by keeping 
this current leadership in place will 
not work.”

Resident Marie Gomez followed.  
“I’m honestly disappointed with the 

way that Public Safety treats people 
who live on this Island,” she said.  
She told of a minor dispute with 
her boyfriend that led to an arrest.  
“Sgt. Veras grabbed my left arm 
with force, continued to provoke 
me while talking in a soft manner.  
Then Sgt. [name obscured] comes 
from out of nowhere, picks me up, 
and body-slams me onto the ground 
like an animal.  I was then hand-
cuffed.  After I was handcuffed, 
Officer Veras attempted to pepper-
spray me.  Two witnesses informed 
me of this after I was released from 
the booking.  A resident of 4 River 
Road actually recorded it.  Now, 
my question is, what could one do 

while being handcuffed?  
What was the purpose of 
the pepper spray?  In fact, 
while she attempted to 
spray me, it was reversed 
and she sprayed herself.  
I believe that was God’s 
doing.”

Joe Strong (Michael 
Shinozaki’s stepson in his 
marriage to Lynne Strong-
Shinozaki) suggested that 
RIOC should offer free 
mediation between Is-
land residents and Public 
Safety officers, called for 
a “task force” of residents 
to investigate incidents, 
and then asked for more 
frequent meetings of the 
RIOC Board of Direc-

tors (which presently meets about 
eight times a year, though there 
are also frequent committee meet-
ings).  “With the vacancies in your 
executive staff, there is a need for 
this Board to step forward and act.”

Chris Enock hands complaints to RIOC Board member Margie Smith.  The 
Board has asked for documentation on stories told at recent meetings, 
and has promised to investigate each case.  Ultimately, the complaint 
forms will be turned over to the New York State Inspector General, who 
will also investigate.

As the RIOC Board’s Operations Advisory Committee listened to residents’ complaints on February 25, in a meeting timed to prepare for the full Board meeting of February 28, Public 
Safety officers listened from the back of the Manhattan Park Community Center.  Public Safety Director Keith Guerra listened, too, seated with RIOC officials and Board members (inset).

Public Safety, from page 6

RIRA Council Votes to
Continue PSD Protests

by Alex Marshall
At its monthly meeting Wednesday night, the Common Council of the 

Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) endorsed a May protest 
march and follow-up rally or update meeting, in order to keep the issue 
of alleged excessive force by the Island’s Public Safety Department in 
the minds of RIOC staff, the RIOC Board of Directors, and New York 
State government.

(A bill to establish a State-wide Civilian Complaint Review Board is 
on the legislative docket in Albany.)

Public Purpose Funds Awarded
The Common Council also approved the recommendations of its Public 

Purpose Funds Committee (requests and awards, page 4), which now go 
to the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation 
for approval.  The committee’s task was to award $100,000 to about a 
dozen Island organizations that had requested a total of $254,210.  Two 
new projects received approval in this year’s awards: the Chamber of 
Commerce for holiday lighting on Main Street, and iDig2Learn for an 
environmental science program that helps children understand the life of 
plants and the arithmetic associated with gardening.
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RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE

504 MAIN STREET, 2ND FLOOR

Hudson/Related announces 

7,300 square feet available for lease

This location offers a 

unique large floor plan and 

private entrance off Main Street  

Hudson/Related is welcoming 

submissions for the space through 

March 15, 2013

Please e-mail requests or proposals to 

shopsonmain@hudsoninc.com

mst&da half-
page color to 
come
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    MSTDA.ORG  •  CONTACT US:  INFO@MSTDA.ORG
548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044

MST&DA ADULT MUSICAL THEATRE STUDIO
presents

May 9 – 12
main street teen theatre presents

   The Twenty-fifth  
Annual Putnam County 

Spelling Bee

May 17 – 20
main street children’s theatre presents

Schoolhouse Rock  
Live! Jr  

May 30  – June 2
main street teen theatre presents

Mythtery & Mayhem
“Songs For A New World” is presented through special 
arrAngement with Music Theatre International (MTI)

 Thursday April 4 7:30 pm
 Friday April 5 8 pm

 Sunday April 7 3:00 & 7:00 pm
Church of the Good Shepherd, 543 Main Street

 Directed by Musical Director Choreography
 Jacqueline Lucid-Cusick Paul L. Johnson Mary McCatty

featuring
Lauren Abdul, Carol Baird, Eric B. Cohen, 

Russ Cusick, John Dougherty, Ronnye Halpern,  
Aya Hayashi, Nicole Herlihy, Stephanie Herlihy, 

Bill King, David Kolakoski, Barbara Parker, 
Peggy Polaneczky, Brenna Stein, Jonathan Stein, 

Maggie Warner, and Kathleen Weeks

General Admission  $15
Seniors/Students $10

Email for Box Office Hours

Music and Lyrics by Jason Robert Brown
Originally Produced by the WPA Theatre, New York City 1995 

(Kyle Renick, Artistic Director)
Original Orchestration by Brian Besterman  

and Jason Robert Brown

Save the 
Dates!
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Wintringham, from page 1
says she felt the “promise of community,” and she wasn’t 
wrong.  When she and her daughter sit down at  Trellis to 
work, Rebecca can never get anything done because of all 
the people stopping by to say hello to her mother.  “Also, I 
wanted my daughter to grow up in a multi-cultural environ-
ment, and the Island had that.”

Wintringham’s association with MST&DA began when she 
enrolled her daughter for classes there – jazz, tap, and ballet 
– all through her school years.  This was when the organiza-
tion was being run by Worth and Nancy Howe.  Since the 
organization was run as a not-for-profit, there came a time 
when the finances were in the red.

Since Wintringham had been involved with her daughter’s 
school PTA activities, she signed up to help raise funds for 
MST&DA.  Their first event, a silent auction in 2003, was a 
big success.  She took care of the event structure and finances 
while the artistic members of the board reached out to con-
tacts for donations.  “We had a wide range of things on offer 
– jackets from Broadway shows, ballet shoes, tickets to dance 
classes at the Y – all donated by the community,” she said.

The auction was followed by more fundraising events, 
and soon Wintringham was invited to be a board member of 
the theatre.  Shortly thereafter, Nancy Howe left Roosevelt 
Island to join her husband, Worth, on the West Coast.  The 
board knew that they couldn’t let the organization fall apart 
– “It was integral to the texture of the community” – and so 
they reshuffled with Wintringham being appointed as the 
new president.

“I had the business background, and other members had 
the arts background,” she said.  They joined together to deal 
with issues such as insurance during the interim management 
period, and were an up-and-running organization soon after, 
and “the rest is history, as they say.”  Since then, the executive 

by David Stone
Today (Saturday, March 9), the 

artists of Gallery RIVAA celebrate 
a new year of creativity with Vernis-
sage 12, their an-
nual members’ 
exhibit for the 
community.  An 
opening recep-
tion is set for 
tonight, 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m., at 527 
Main Street on 
Roosevelt Island.

Vernissage 
is French for 
“varnishing.” 
Traditionally, it 
referred to the 
day before an 
exhibition when 
artists were allowed to retouch and 
varnish work already hung.  These 
days, it refers to a private showing 
before a public opening.

As it has been since its earli-

est days, the Roosevelt Island Vi-
sual Art Association is led by Tad 
Sudol, Arline Jacoby, and Esther 
Piaskowski.  They’ve since been 
joined by artists with international 

directors have included former Rockette Mary McCatty, 
Jackie Lucid-Cusick, who has a background in theatre, and 
the current director, Owen Johnston, a former dance captain 
with the Broadway production of Rent.

Under their guidance, the programs offered by MST&DA 
grew, with classes in a wide variety of activities such as 
hip-hop and ballroom dancing, aeropump, Pilates, and yoga.  
Everything was going along smoothly until the flood last 
summer.  

Wintringham doesn’t know how the pipes burst, but is 
doing the best that she and MST&DA can to support and 
expedite the rehabilitation of the theatre’s space at 548 Main 
Street.  RIOC has taken on the responsibility of repairing 
the damage after more than six months since the event.  The 
delay was a combination of time taken in insurance filings, 
demolition, remediation and rebuilding bids that had to be 
filed, and the impact of Hurricane Sandy on the Island, which 
diverted the attention and resources of RIOC.

“There was no way we would have guessed that we 
wouldn’t be in our space by this year,” she said.  Most of the 
equipment, props, and set materials have been stored at the 
empty bakery on Main Street, with the balance being disposed 
of.  An entire room of Wintringham’s apartment has been 
taken over by MST&DA files.

But she isn’t complaining.  “One of the things I love 
about this community is that your contribution can make a 
difference.”

Before being involved with MST&DA, Wintringham and 
a few parents used to rent movie reels from the public library 
in the City and screen children’s movies every week for the 
Island’s kids at the community library.  She also helps out 
with the maintenance of Roosevelt Island’s public spaces as 
a member of the Garden Club.

She ensured that MST&DA worked with other organizations 

in the community – whether it was performing for the elderly 
at the Senior Center or helping out the local school with ball-
room dance lessons.  Wintringham is particularly proud of 
their association with the Jewish congregation.  “We worked 
out a fundraiser for the congregation; guests paid for dinner 
and then came to our show of Fiddler on the Roof.  This was 
followed by a question-and-answer session with the rabbi, 
who loved the music of the show,” she said.  “That session 
added a whole different dimension to the performance.”

Though her work with MST&DA sometimes feels like a 
second full-time job, Wintringham doesn’t mind.  She said 
going to the theatre space on a Saturday morning after a 
stressful week is her way of relaxing.  The buzz of little girls 
in tutus and adults rehearsing for shows or training students 
in the arts energizes her.  When the organization was strug-
gling to find its footing after Nancy Howe left, Wintringham 
and the directors would often work weekends.  “You sleep a 
little less; you don’t watch as much TV, but when something 
is important, you make time for it,” she said.  She says that 
a picture of the Howes in the theatre inspired her every time 
she felt a little dejected.

Fresh from a trip to Istanbul, the latest addition to her list 
of places visited, Wintringham is ready to get MST&DA 
back into its old space.  “Hopefully, we’ll have our place by 
summer, so that we’re ready for fall registrations,” she said.  
The organization plans on having several large community-
building programs, reminding everyone to “come and play 
with us.”

“I’m grateful in my own life to have had this opportunity,” 
said Wintringham, getting a little emotional.  “This has been 
a chance for me to immerse myself in the arts, to meet some 
fabulous, talented people, and to use my business skills to 
contribute to something bigger and more significant – my 
own self-awakening of sorts.”

reputations like Valeriu Boborelu 
and by emerging talents who add 
individual accents to the shows.  Al-
together, RIVAA provides member-

ship and exhibit 
opportunities to 
over two dozen 
artists.

Except for oc-
casional solo or 
special exhib-
its, all RIVAA 
shows are juried.  
Artists deliver 
their artwork on 
Tuesday eve-
nings for review 
by a senior team 
that selects the 
best for each ex-
hibition.  Once 

selections are finalized, all hands 
are asked to pitch in to prepare the 
gallery for the opening.  

Brooms and mops come out, and 
all the walls are freshly painted be-

fore a curation team decides how to 
arrange the art that’s been accepted.  
Vernissage means extra attention to 
detail, to spark an atmosphere of 
starting off fresh.  

Artwork to be hung or placed 
inside the space includes paintings 
of many sizes in oil, pastel, water-
color, and acrylics, and sculpture, 
photography, and mixed media.  
The curators try to create balance 
within the angular space, originally 
occupied by a pharmacy and reno-
vated a decade ago.

As current as the art being shown 
at this year’s Vernissage is, it’s also 
steeped in tradition.  Many of the 
artists arrived on Roosevelt Island 
after leaving cultures that were 
very different.  Boborelu, for ex-
ample, made his way to New York 
by way of Paris, emigrating from 
a Communist culture in Romania 
that stifled artistic growth.  Also 
struggling to escape Romania was 
pastelist master Georgette Sinclair, 
her American-sounding name a 
random pick upon arrival.

President Sudol left a successful 
career in architecture in Poland 
to teach at Columbia University, 

and now participates here 
not just with his art but as 
RIVAA’s missionary to the 
community.  He just led 
a successful collaboration 
with RIOC to bring mural-
size art to Motorgate’s con-
course, and continues to 
promote conversion of the 
Goldwater Hospital steam 
plant to a museum of arts 
and science, modeling his 
idea on the Musée d’Orsay 
in Paris.

Toshiko Kitano Groner 
left Japan for America as a recent 
college graduate, and successfully 
joined the Greenwich Village music 
scene before abandoning songwrit-
ing to raise a family.  Later, she 
found new creative life as a painter 
of vivid oils and acrylics.  In addi-
tion to Vernissage, she has a current 
solo exhibit at the Onishi Gallery 
on West 26th Street.

Sinclair is also managing a solo 
show of her own at the Salmagundi 
Gallery on Fifth Avenue.

The romantic abstracts of Ioan 
Popoiu reflect his convictions about 
nature and are packed with spiri-
tual energy.  Career art instructor 
and administrator Arline Jacoby’s 
work emerges from the sophisti-
cated styles of the pop art move-
ment with found objects and mixed 
media displays arranged to make 
statements about art and life in 

America.  She continues to paint 
on canvas as well.

When all these powerful influ-
ences join the other streams of 
inspiration guiding RIVAA, the 
exhibitions rival those of any other 
small art group in the city.  

On the most recent Tuesday, 

starting at 8:00 p.m., members car-
ried their artwork into the bare-
walled gallery, some of it wrapped 
in plastic, some carried along like 
giant canvas sails.  The pieces 
were lined up on the floor against 

the walls, with identifying stick-
ers indicating the artists, titles, and 
media.  There, all of it will wait for 
the jury to decide which make the 
cut and will be available for public 
viewing in the next few weeks.

Contrasting this raw start to 
the next Vernissage will be the 

polished final 
version that 
visitors to Gal-
lery RIVAA will 
see on Saturday 
evening.  The 
show will high-
light Roosevelt 
Island’s Main 
Street corridor 
until April 21.  
After the open-

ing, gallery hours will be from 
1:00 to 5:00 pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 6:00 to 9:00 pm on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and from 
11:00 am to 5:00 pm on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

It’s Vernissage 12.  12!  Gallery RIVAA Hits an Even Dozen Years
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Saturday

FARMER’S

MARKET

Fresh fruits & vegetables
for your healthy table

Every Saturday,
early morning

to mid-afternoon,
at Motorgate

In the long term, as in any organization, the success of 
our campus is dependent on the people we attract – faculty, 
students, and staff.  Today, I want to highlight our early 
faculty hires.   We have been gratified to see the amazing 
level of faculty talent that has been attracted to Cornell 
Tech.  Currently, we are interviewing faculty in six fields 
that span areas as diverse as computer science to operations 
research to marketing.    We are looking for a very special 
kind of faculty member – someone with established academic 
credentials in an area that is compatible with our campus, 
together with entrepreneurial/commercialization interests, 
and a demonstrated commitment to societal good.  We want 
faculty who want to make an impact.  Our first two full-time, 
tenured faculty members, Deborah Estrin and Rajit Manohar, 
are great examples, as is Dan Huttenlocher, founding Dean 
of Cornell Tech.

Dean Huttenlocher has been on the faculty at Cornell 
since 1988, most recently serving as Cornell’s Computing 
and Information Science (CIS) Dean, but it is his mix of 
academic and industry experience that makes him the per-
fect fit for Cornell Tech.  
He has worked at the 
Xerox Palo Alto Re-
search Center (PARC) 
and served as Chief 
Technology Officer of 
Intelligent Markets, and 
serves as a Trustee of 
the John D. and Cath-
erine T. MacArthur 
Foundation.  He has 
taught in both the De-
partment of Computer 
Science and the MBA 
program at Cornell, and has won recognition as a New York 
State Professor of the year, a National Science Foundation 
Presidential Young Investigator, and a Fellow of the Associa-
tion for Computing Machinery.

While Dean Huttenlocher is an outstanding academic and 
entrepreneur in his own right, it is unlikely he will be able 
to spend much time teaching and conducting research, as 
he is quite busy serving as the chief academic officer of the 
campus.  Thus, our first full-time “true” faculty member is 
Professor Deborah Estrin, a pioneer in networked sensing, 
which uses mobile and wireless systems to collect and ana-
lyze real-time data about the physical world.  Deborah joins 
Cornell Tech from the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA), where she was a professor of computer science 
and the Founding Director of the Center for Embedded Net-
worked Sensing (CENS).  Her work has shown how the data 

streaming from networks of devices such as smartphones 
and cameras can enrich our understanding and management 
of complex problems – from personal and public health to 
traffic patterns and civic engagement.  

Professor Estrin brings an award-winning pedigree to 
Cornell Tech, as the winner of the Women in Technology 
International Hall of Fame Award, a member of the National 
Academy of Engineering and the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and one of CNN’s “10 Most Powerful Women 
in Tech,” among many honors.  She is also a co-founder 
of Open mHealth, a 
non-profit organization 
working to create an 
open-source infrastruc-
ture for the growing 
field of mobile health, 
which uses the wealth of 
live data made possible 
by mobile technology 
to revolutionize patient 
care.  Professor Estrin 
is already lending her 
expertise not only to 
our students but also to 
clinicians from Weill Cornell Medical College, as we all work 
together in an effort to use technology to improve healthcare.  
She has also shown a commitment to K-12 education, spear-
heading a groundbreaking internship program for Los An-
geles high school students in mobile technologies and data.

Professor Rajit Manohar is the Associate Dean for Aca-
demic Affairs on the campus, and he joins us from the main 

Cornell, from page 3
Cornell campus in Ithaca, where he served as the Associate 
Dean for Research and Graduate Studies in Engineering.  
Professor Manohar 
is the recipient of the 
prestigious National 
Science Foundation 
Career award, five 
best paper awards, and 
seven teaching awards, 
and was named to MIT 
Technology Review’s 
top 35 young innova-
tors under 35 for con-
tributions to low-power 
microprocessor design.

In addition to being 
an outstanding teacher, Professor Manohar is a great fit at 
Cornell Tech due to his experience partnering with private 
industry and building companies.  He is currently part of a 
team with engineers from IBM that has worked to create 
microchips that help computers think more like the human 
brain.    He has also created his own start-up firm, Achronix 
Semiconductor.

These amazing faculty are among the team that is shaping 
the academic program for the campus.  Many of us will be on 
Roosevelt Island this year for some special programming, and 
we all look forward to joining you at our permanent campus 
in 2017, but in the meantime, I hope you enjoyed “meeting” 
a few of the key members of our team.  I’ll be back next 
month to provide another update on the review process and 
everything that’s happening with Cornell Tech.

TOTE

I’ll take one!  (Or 
more.)

I’ll take one (or ____)!  I enclose 
$20.00 for each one.  If my order is to be 
mailed off-Island, I am adding $3 ship-
ping charge for the first tote going to a 
single address, and $2 for each additional 
tote going to that same address.  Check 
payable to The WIRE.

Now in stock!  Orders will be filled 
within two weeks while stock lasts.  The 
WIRE will deliver to Island addresses 
with doorkeepers.  If your building has no 
doorkeeper, we’ll notify you when ready 
for pickup (provide phone number and 
email address for notification).

Proceeds support
The Main Street WIRE.

Name

Address

Email

Telephone

Sturdy canvas...
Holds 5 two-liter bottles!
(19L x 6W x 15H).  White 
with red Tram and black 
trim.

It’s 
back!The WIRE’s

Send order to The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, 
NYC10044, or drop it off at the front desk at
531 Main (Rivercross).  (Front-desk personnel do 
not have stock available to sell.  They will accept 
an order in an envelope, but cannot take cash.)

RI Women’s Health Organization meets, Wed Apr 24 
6:30pm, 12th floor, Senior Center, 546 Main St.

Exhibit of Paintings and Collages from Creative Aging 
Workshop opens Fri Apr 26, time and location to be an-
nounced.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Common Council 
meets, Wed May 1 8pm, Good Shepherd Center.  Public 
session at beginning  for brief resident/guest comments/an-
nouncements.

First Sunday Jazz Salon, Sun May 5 5-7pm, Gallery 
RIVAA.  $5 donation; refreshments.

RI Business Networking Group meets, Tue May 7 7:30am, 
Riverwalk Bar & Grill.  Info:  917-445-7876 or djeffries2@
nyc.rr.com.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thu May 9, 5:30pm, Manhattan Park 
Community Center, 8 River Rd.  Register to comment in 

public portion at start of meeting by calling 212‑832‑4540.
The Twenty-Fifth Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 

Thu May 9-Sun May 12, presented by the Main Street 
Teen Theatre.  (Ad, page 9.)

Casino Night Fundraiser for the Roosevelt Island Senior 
Association, Sat May 11 6:30-10:30pm, Manhattan Park 
Community Center, 8 River Rd.  Sponsored by RISA and 
Manhattan Park.  $50.

Book discussion:  Let the Great World Spin by Colum Mc-
Cann, Thu May 16 6:30pm, Library.

Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr, Fri May 17-Sun May 20, pre-
sented by the Main Street Children’s Theatre.  (Ad, page 9.)

RI Business Networking Group meets, Tue May 21 7pm, 
location to be announced.  Info:  917-445-7876 or djef-
fries2@nyc.rr.com.

RI Women’s Health Organization meets, Wed May 22 
6:30pm, 12th floor, Senior Center, 546 Main St.

ComingUp, from page 4
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At its meeting last week, the RIOC Board 
of Directors voted unanimously to form a 
search committee to find a new president for 
RIOC, following several months of delay after 
the termination, by the governor’s office, of 
Leslie Torres.

The Board had sought the advice of the 
Authorities Budget Office (ABO) and, in re-
sponse, received the letter below from its 
director.

Ms. Smith:
This is in response to your inquiry below 

concerning whether you and other board 
members of Roosevelt Island Operation Cor-
poration (RIOC) have been irresponsible in 
not taking independent action to fill vacant 
staff and executive positions at RIOC.

A core principle of the 2009 Public Author-
ity Reform Act was the recognition that di-
rectors of public corporations have the same 
fiduciary duty as that of corporate boards.  
That is, directors are to act in the best in-
terests of the authority with good faith, dili-
gence, and care.  Board members may take 
into consideration the views, recommenda-
tions, and policies of any elected official or 
body, or other knowledgeable person, when 
forming opinions or shaping decisions.

The RIOC governing statute authorizes the 
board to appoint officers and employees, to 
prescribe their duties, and to fix their com-
pensation in accordance with an approved 
staffing and compensation plan.  This does 
not preclude the board from consulting with 

the Governor’s Office, the Mayor of the City 
of New York, other elected representatives, 
and residents of the Island when considering 
such appointments.  From our understanding 
of the situation, the RIOC board has been 
in communication with the Governor’s Ap-
pointments Office regarding potential candi-
dates for the CEO and the Vice President for 
Operations positions.  This search is ongoing 
and the Appointments Office has requested 
additional time to complete this process.  Ac-
quiescing to this request is not a dereliction 
of duty. It appears that the board has been 
acting in good faith, and you are doing your 
due diligence as board members to allow the 
process to continue.

The ABO is not in position to suggest when 
it might become necessary for the board to 
act on its own and initiate an independent 
search. You indicate that the Appointments 
Office has asked that RIOC delay this under-
taking for several weeks.  Only the full board 
can determine when it would be prudent to 
consider making its own appointment, and 
when further delay would harm the mission, 
reputation, or ability of RIOC to effectively 
carry out its public purpose.  At that point, 
your fiduciary duty (and governing authority) 
would require that you take steps to prevent 
such harm from occurring.

We hope this address [sic] your concerns.  
Please contact our office if you have addi-
tional questions or seek further clarification.

David Kidera, Director
Authorities Budget Office

Authorities Budget Office Responds to 
RIOC Board’s Question About Hiring

In 11 days, the City Planning Commission (CPC) is very likely to approve Cornell Uni-
versity’s plans for a Graduate Tech Center to occupy the Goldwater Hospital property on 
Roosevelt Island.  Its decision is due March 20, and the Roosevelt Island Community Coali-
tion (RICC) expects an approval.

So says Ellen Polivy, who is both Co-Chair of RICC and President of the Roosevelt Island 
Residents Association.  She and other members of the RICC board of directors presented 
the community’s view at the February 6 meeting of the CPC.  “We are not attempting to 
stop construction, but to make the 
construction process feasible for the 
health and safety of our community,” 
Polivy added.

Major community issues presented 
to the CPC include:

• Trucking of construction materi-
als on Main Street, with the concern 
focused on traffic congestion, exhaust 
pollution, noise, vibration, potential 
roadway and ramp damage, and po-
tential obstruction of emergency ve-
hicles;

• Trucking wet cement, when it is 
possible to mix cement on site;

• Early-morning noise created by 
contruction-related traffic, demoli-
tion, excavation, and building; and

• Cornell’s refusal to provide sig-
nificant support for infrastructure and services that its population will be using – with excep-
tions that include, but are not limited to, costs associated with additional Red Bus service 
and traffic signals on Main Street.

RICC provided CPC with the community’s written response to Cornell’s 800-page Draft 
Environmental Impact Study (DEIS), the document that City agencies review in consider-
ing development proposals.  The Island’s 40-page response, much of it contradicting DEIS 
conclusions, was written by RICC board members and volunteer readers who included 
construction, zoning, and air-pollution experts.   

Additional RICC Activities include:
• Meeting with Cornell representatives Pete Krokondelas and 

Meghan French at Cornell’s temporary headquarters in Google’s 
Chelsea office, where discussion focused on PS/IS 217

• Drafting a response to Cornell’s letter to CPC, which contested several statements made 
by RICC.  Cornell’s letter also indicated that Cornell continues to explore the barging of 
construction materials, has begun meetings with the New York State Department of Con-
servation for this purpose, and is considering other ways to respond to community needs.

• RICC Co-Chair Ellen Polivy contacted City Councilmember Jessica Lappin for an update 
on negotiations with Cornell, and will request a meeting in anticipation of the next stage in the 
Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), for which the City Council is the next stop.

• Three RICC board members met with RIOC’s Real Estate Development Advisory Com-
mittee to discuss and support strong negotiations for the RIOC-controlled land surrounding 
the Cornell site.

• Polivy attended a meeting of Community Board 1 in Astoria, Queens, where there is also 
concern about construction-generated traffic.

Expecting (and Supporting) a Green Light 
For Cornell Tech, RICC Continues Quest 
For Concessions to Island’s Community

RICC Board members at Cornell Tech, now 
occupying space at Google/NYC:  Joyce 
Mincheff, Ellen Polivy, Linda Heimer,
Jonathan Kalkin, Judy Buck

Related  letter 
on page 4
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455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688

Free delivery
for orders $15 and over.

All major credit cards 
accepted ($15 minimum).

CHINA 1
KITCHEN

609 Main Street
11am-11pm Sun-Thur
11am-midnight Fri-Sat

212-588-0663

Free delivery $6 & over

Cheese Pie:  Large $14.50, Medium $11.50
Choice of topping $2.50 extra

Also:  Heros, Gyros, Calzones, Pasta
Hawaiian Pizza – Ham, pineapple, & cheese $17.50

Chicken pizza with mozarella & cheese $17.00

• • • • • • • • NEW • • • • • • • •
8 Buffalo Wings, spicy or BBQ – $6.50

– Free Delivery 11am-10pm –

718-278-5262
30-65 14th Street, LIC • Open 11am-10pm

PIZZERIA

Buy 2 pies,
Get 2-liter

Pepsi

Major

CREDIT

CARDS

accepted

S&S CALABRO

Large Pie + 2-liter Pepsi – $16.50
+ 12 garlic knots – only $17.50

+ 8 pieces Buffalo Wings – $23.00

SI ASSOCIATES
Do your students know how to write a check?
Do your students understand personal budgeting?
Do your students know how much it will cost them to earn their college 

degree?
Parents, are you afraid that your son or daughter will be unequipped to han-

dle their personal finances, and you will forever be the “Bank of Parents”?

Our organization provides face-to-face financial literacy workshops to
high-school seniors and college students across the United States.

Bringing Financial Planning Ideas

For the Future to the People

Who Will Be the Future!

For more information, visit our website at www.siassociates.org, or call

212-935-3095

by Jim Baehler
Scot Bobo is an optimist.  How else would you describe a man who opens an ice cream 

shop in January on Roosevelt Island?  The WIRE sat down with him recently to see how this 
venture came about.  As he tells it, “My family has always been involved in retail – gro-
cery stores, clothing stores, and so on – and for a long time, I had wanted to do something 
like that on Roosevelt Island.  My wife and I have lived here for 19 years, and I’ve always 
been involved in community activities like the Youth Program.  My two children have been 
involved in Little League, the Main Street Theatre, and other Island activities.  Last year, I 
attended the meeting in the church when David Kramer from the Hudson Companies talked 
about his plans to lease space for new stores on Main Street.”

At the time, after many years on inactivity in finding new tenants for the vacant spaces on 
Main Street, RIOC had turned the leasing responsibility over to Hudson/Related.  Now, the ice 
cream store has opened, as has a Subway sandwich shop, and Gristedes has now completed 
a major renovation of its facility.  (Discussions are under way with other merchants to open 
additional stores on Main Street.  There’s a related ad on page 9.)

Scot goes on to describe the process by which the ice cream shop came into existence.  
“Soon after Mr. Kramer’s presentation, I called Hal Shapiro, whom Hudson/Related had 
designated as their leasing agent.  We talked about various possibilities, and then I suggested 
an ice cream shop.  Mr.  Shapiro said that was definitely on their agenda, and that they had 
already begun preliminary talks with a franchise ice cream vendor.  I said I would be very 
interested in that type of shop, as my brother has a similar shop in Brooklyn.  We involved 
David Kramer in the discussions, and eventually I signed a 10-year lease for the vacant space 
in what was originally the Montauk Credit Union and later occupied by Orphans International.

“I found Mr. Kramer and Mr. Shapiro a delight to work with.  Both men are knowledge-
able and fair-minded, and their assistant, Arianna Sacks Rosenberg, was wonderful to work 
with.  She guided us through the process and was a great help.”

Once the lease was signed, Scot was faced with the problem of remodeling the space, just 
north of Trellis on the west side of Main Street.  It was necessary to gut the entire interior 
from floor to ceiling, a process that required a considerable upfront investment.  For his 
designer, Scot was determined to find someone local to do the work.  “I asked around, and 
was put in touch with Karen Laurence, an Island resident, whose initial sketch of what the 
shop should look like is almost exactly how it was built.  She was amazing, and we were so 
fortunate to find her.”

Additional help was provided by Tony Lama, the sales rep for Electro Freeze, America’s 
largest supplier of ice cream equipment.  “Tony’s company supplied all of our equipment for 
making ice cream and for displaying and dispensing it.  He was a great advisor who trained 
all of our staff, and is still in touch even after the sale has been concluded.  The contractor, 
George Jaroszuk, was a fair guy and great to work with.  The work was done on time and 
to my satisfaction.”

Scot goes on to say, “The work took a bit longer than it should have because I was involved 
with my regular job.”  He’s the Director of Operations for a company that sells and installs 
high-end Microsoft computer systems for corporate customers, and is responsible for all 
internal activities of the company.  Only his high energy level allows him to work full-time 
in a demanding job and to begin a separate commercial venture.  When asked about any 
problems in the process of opening a new store, he said, “There weren’t any real problems.  
I’m a details guy, and I made sure to read all the City and State requirements for a food-service 
shop, so there were no surprises.  I did exactly what the manuals said, and things went fairly 
smoothly.  There was a suspenseful period after we opened while we were waiting for the 
report of the City inspector.  He had spent two hours looking into every part of our business, 
and a bad report would have been terrible.  As it was, we received an excellent report, and 
we all breathed easier.”

Right now, Main Street Sweets is open every day from early morning until early eve-
ning.  Coffee and bakery goods are available all day, as well as hot chocolate, milkshakes, 
and various candies.  Scot says, “We have 16 flavors of ice cream.  Before we opened, my 
daughter and I visited ice cream shops all over the City, making notes about the flavors we 
liked best.  Our ice cream is made on-site and is always fresh.  One of our more unusual 
flavors is Birthday Cake, which everyone seems to love.  We are always on the lookout for 
new flavors to appeal to our customers.  We serve premium ice cream with high butter-fat 
content, and I’ll match our taste against any in the City.  Our baked goods come from four 
different suppliers, and we have chosen the best items from each of them.” 

The shop has adult-size tables and smaller ones for children.  He says, “It is so heartening 
to see kids here with their parents, sitting at the tables, and everyone having a good time.  
Some kids do their homework here, and the little ones use our crayons to work in their 
coloring books.”

In the spring and summer, he plans to have ice cream carts stationed at the athletic fields 
and other venues on the Island.  There are also plans to open a similar shop off-Island and, 
perhaps, another retail venture on the Island.  If optimism, energy, planning, and attention 
to detail are the secrets to success, then Scot Bobo is well on his way to a new career in his 
family’s tradition of retail ventures.

The Island Gets a Long-Desired 
Ice Cream Shop; For Its Owner, 
Fulfillment of a Family Destiny
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unClassifieds
50¢ a word • 212‑751‑8214

unClassified deadline for March 23 issue:  Tuesday, March 19
unClassified deadline for April 6 issue:  Tuesday, April 2

Please see ComingUp, page 3, for other advertising deadlines

ENGLISH TUTORING by experienced 
teacher; individual or group.  Adults 
only.  Call 917‑596‑3072.  thru 4/18/13

HANDMADE JEWELRY by Island resi-
dent.  Free delivery.  www.july-designs.
com.

FAST TYPIST NEEDED – primarily for 
occasional fast turnaround of transcripts 
from meeting audio.  212‑826‑9056, 
leave number.  DL

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / 
Certified Reflexologist – Island resident 
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  
212-759-9042.

TRAVEL AGENT – Your Cruise Spe-
cialist/Excursions/Resorts.  www.cruising-
withmarilyn.com.  Tel 866‑304‑8640.

FRENCH TUTORING by expert teacher, 
individual or group.  Call 212‑355-3848.

MASSAGE THERAPY – REIKI.  Deep 
tissue, sports massage, post-surgery, 
Swedish.  Island resident.  Home visits 
646‑286‑8894.  Marc.the.Atkins@gmail.
com.  continuing

PIANO LESSONS with Irene Clark.  
Simple, effective, fun, and great re-
sults, especially for children & seniors.  
Makes great gift!  917‑655-0028.

CATCH YOUR CAT – efficient help 
with your feline escape artist.  Vet-
recommended, Island references.  
917‑355‑1867 / catchyourcat@gmail.com.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212‑935‑7534.

GRAND PIANO with MIDI & silent 
headphones practice capability.  
$5,850.  Available immediately on Is-
land.  Call Dick at 212‑826‑9056.  DL

ERRANDS:  Organizing, special proj-
ects, personal assistance.  You run your 
life, I’ll run your errands.  Call Vicki Fein-
mel, 212‑223‑1108 vfeinmel@verizon.net.  DL

BABYSITTING SERVICE – Loving 
babysitter available most evenings 
and weekends.  Give me a call, so you 
can enjoy your time out.  Georganna –  
917‑405-7370.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE 
ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for 
dance and theatre classes.  212‑371-
4449.  Unique or period clothing & 
furniture gladly accepted.

FREE EPSON PRINTER  – b/w, ink-jet, 
Centroniocs (parallel-cable) interface 
(no USB).  Call 347‑863‑7095, leave 
message.

EXPERIENCED CAT SITTER – 
212‑751‑8214.  Island resident will 
check mail, etc., too.

ADVERTISE HERE to reach all of 
Roosevelt Island.  Turn your “stuff” into 
cash and more empty apartment space!  
917 587-3278.

Senior 
Center
Monday
9:45 Zumba
11:00 Tai Chi
4:30 Yoga

Tuesday
9:00-1:00 Tax Help
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Building Strength
11:00 Blood Pressure
1:00 Paint & Sculpt
7:30 Games

Wednesday
9:30 Yoga Stretch
10:20 Shoppers’ Bus
10:30 Salsa
10:45 Spanish
12:00 Bridge
1:30 Scrabble

Thursday
10:30 Zumba
10:45 Ping Pong
12:30 Movie
1:00-2:30 Theatre tickets at discount 

prices; see Rema or Annie

Friday
9:00 Building Strength
10:30 ESL
10:30 Wii for Seniors
1:00 Korean Games
7:00 Games (RISA)

Special Events
Creative Aging Workshop: Painting 

& Collage, Fridays Mar 1-Apr 19, 
2-3:30pm, taught by professional artist/
teacher.  Exhibit of works begins Fri 
Apr 26.  Inquire & register at the library.  
Limited openings.

Casino Night, Sat May 11 6:30-10:30, 
Manhattan Park Community Center, 8 
River Rd., $50.  Sponsored by Senior 
Association & Manhattan Park.

Home-delivered meals
212-744-5022, ext.  1203

MAKE A RESERVATION

LIC.  

website ContinentalCL.com  •  corporate accounts welcome

718.424.1111 • 24hrs • 718.507.8006

Laguardia $16
JFK $32

Newark Int’l $65+tolls
RI-Midtown $24

Jay Shapiro Computers

¥setup & installation

¥virus & spyware removal

¥ iPhone repair & recovery

¥web design

¥tutoring

¥windows & mac

¥microsoft certified

! Scan code for

!    discount

Serving Roosevelt Island

www.jayshapirocomputers.com

917.318.5659
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D., FAAP
Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

Gina Lamb-Amato, M.D.
Pediatrician and Child Development Specialist

We accept Oxford, Cigna, Blue Cross, HIP, Aetna,

United Health Care, GHI, Health Net, Multiplan

501 Main Street  •  Roosevelt Island  •  212‑753-5505

Office Hours
By appointment

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or Dr. Amato

Jack Resnick, MD
Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street – 212-832-2310
office practice and housecalls for the homebound

DASH
Disabled Association 
Support for the Homebound
DO YOU NEED...?
	 • Help with shopping	
	 • Medications to be picked up	
	 • Someone to talk to
Call DASH and one of our volun-

teers will come to your apartment.
917-558-0534

Visit our Website
therooseveltdoctor.com

		  ·	 check lab results

		  ·	 make appointments

		  ·	 take a survey

		  ·	 internet health resources

	 	 ·	 get help finding insurance
		  ·	 read opinions

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail david.marcus@med.nyu.edu

for flexibility, strength, and balance – and for you

because you deserve the best
Karen Mann, Certified Pilates Instructor

Tue 7:45pm • Wed 8:45 & 10:00am • Fri 9:00am • Sat 10:00am
Private sessions to suit your schedule

212‑750‑6223
Ask about your free introductory class

Eco-Friendly Drycleaning

• Exceptional Quality Dry Cleaning • Shirts Laundered

• Expert European Tailoring • Convenient Monthly Billing

MINERVA
Cleaners & Tailors

Established 1969

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island
For Over 20 Years

Free Daily Pickup & Delivery

29-09 Broadway / Astoria, New York 11106 Tel / Fax: 718.726.2336

Personal Training
Barbara Parker,

Fitness Consultant
ACE Certified Personal Trainer
Private & semi-private sessions

Packages of 3, 5, and 10 sessions
Specializing in daily

Functional Fitness Programs

212‑752‑1542  /  917‑951‑4137
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PICk UP OUR IN-STORE CIRCULAR FOR MORE SAVINGS• PRICES EFFECTIVE TO 3/21/13

GRAND OPENING THURSDAY 3/7/13 AT 8AM

of

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Assorted Var. • 6 oz.

La Yogurt
Yogurt

5/$2
Assorted Var. • 5-10.25 oz.

Banquet
Dinners

5/$5

Assorted Var. • 59 oz.
Tropicana

Pure Premium
Orange Juice

2/$6

Assorted Var. • 9.5-10 oz.
Weight Watchers
Classic Favorites

Smart Ones Entrees

2/$4
13 oz.

ShopRite
Round Cheese

Ravioli

99¢

GRISTEDESGRISTEDES

Assorted Var. • 2 Liter

Coca Cola,

Dr Pepper,

Sprite or
Fresca

4/$5

Assorted Var. • 64 oz.

Ocean Spray
100% Juice

$199

4 lb. Bag

Domino
Granulated

Sugar

$199

In Oil or Water • 5 oz.

Bumble Bee

Solid White
Tuna

4/$5

Assorted Var. • 32 oz.

Gatorade
Drinks

10/$10

Assorted Var. • 28-35 oz.

Tuttorosso
Tomatoes

10/$10

Spend $25 or more in one shopping visit and receive $5 off. Coupon must be presented at time
of purchase and is not valid on prior purchases. $25 total before beer, milk, tax, gift cards and
manufacturers coupons. Limit one coupon per shopping family. Valid ONLy at
Gristedes on Roosevelt Island. Reproductions not be accepted. Expires 3/21/13 #8031

$500 OFF
GRISTEDES APPRECIATION COUPON

$1000 OFF
GRISTEDES PHARMACY COUPON

On Any New Or Transferred Prescription
Limit 1 coupon per prescription. Limit 1 per shopping family. Not valid on third party insurance
co-pay. Void where prohibited by law or contract. Not valid on mail order. Cannot be
used with IGT Card. Good Only at Gristedes on Roosevelt Island. Exp. 3/21/13 #8034

PHARMACY HOURS: MONDAY–FRIDAY 9AM–9PM; SATURDAY 9AM–6PM; SUNDAY 9AM–3PM

Excluding Decaf

10.3-11.3 oz.

Chock Full
O’Nuts
Coffee

$399

Assorted Var. • 24 oz.

Francesco
Rinaldi
Pasta

99¢

Rotisserie
Chickens

$499
35 oz.

8 Piece
Fried Chicken
$499

Sweet • Red • 16 oz. Pkg.

Strawberries
2/$3

Imported • Long • Green

Asparagus
$199

lb.

Shank or Butt Portion

Cook’s
Smoked Ham

99¢
lb.

Fresh • Bone-In • Center Cut

Pork Chops
$199

lb.

BIG BUY!

Assorted Var. • 14 oz.

Häagen Dazs
Ice Cream

2/$5
Assorted Var. • 7-8 oz.
Cracker Barrel

Cheddar Cheese
Bars

2/$5

Yellow or White • 12 oz.
Borden

American Cheese
Singles

$199

Whole

Pork Shoulder
(Pernil)

99¢
lb.

Imported

Frenched
Rack of
Lamb

$799
lb.

Golden Ripe

Bananas
59¢

lb.

Imported • Large

Cantaloupes
2/$3


