
The Main Street 

WIRE36:10

Saturday, February 13, 2016

RIVAA Shows Celebrate Black History

Stalled Prospects in 
Main Street Retail

by Sara Metzidakis
A special visit to Roosevelt Island in 2014 will result in the installation 

of a sculpture, Blue Dragon, on the Island in early April of this year.  Blue 
Dragon’s artists, Gustav and Ulla Kraitz, were brought to visit the Island by 
Islander Elisabeth Halvarsson Stapen in May of 2014.  Stapen says of Gustav 
Kraitz, “He is excited about the Island.  It pays that I brought him here.”

After looking at a catalog of ancient ceramics, the Kraitzes were de-
termined to reproduce the color and glazed surface of ancient Chinese 
pieces that they found so inspiring. They experimented with ancient 
Chinese firing techniques. There were no manuals or books of advice, so 
they attempted various firing techniques based on pictures of the kilns in 
Chinese paintings.  Over time, they succeeded in reviving the Chinese 
firing practice.  They have shown their work in China.  Stapen says, “They 
have made a few dragon sculptures.  One was sold to a museum and they 
planned to sell Blue Dragon to another.”  It is valued at $200,000.00  

Blue Dragon to Arrive in April

Brewer Gives State of the Borough

by Alex Marshall
What’s happening on Main 

Street?  Not much, unless you mean 
ConEd digging up the Z-bricks for 
a new high-pressure gas line and 
scaffolding going up on one build-
ing after another. 

Meanwhile, storefronts stand 
empty, the same storefronts that 
have been empty for years, since 
the stationery store, bakery, sea-
food store, chiropractor, shoe-re-
pair, hardware store, and thrift shop 
moved out, or were moved out, 
in some cases, years ago.  A new 
agent, the global real estate giant 
Cushman Wakefield, hung out its 
shingle all along the Street last Sep-
tember; but no takers so far. 

RIRA, the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents’ Association, would like to 
see some action.  “Nothing hap-
pened last year,” says Anne Kan-
ninen, chair of the RIRA Retail 
Advisory Committee.  We need to 
set some achievable goals and start 
working towards them.”  (In fact 
one new lease was signed in 2015, 
CDM Kids, a daycare and nursery, 
located at 568 Main Street, appar-
ently awaiting certification before 
going into full operation.) 

The ultimate responsibility lies 
with the State-appointed Roos-
evelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC) Board that governs 
the Island.  Before the January 28 
Board meeting, RIOC board mem-
ber Michael Shinozaki pointed out 
that a great deal has been done to 
improve the look of Main Street.  
The dingy old glass fronts along 

by Sara Maher
Community leaders and bor-

ough residents gathered in the New 
School’s Tischman Auditorium on 
Sunday, January 31, to hear Man-
hattan Borough President Gale A. 
Brewer give her second annual 
State of the Borough address and 
community conversation.

Brewer’s opening remarks 
highlighted her office’s accom-
plishments in 2015. According to 
Brewer, the focus in 2015 was on 
affordable housing, assisting small 
businesses, and promoting urban 
gardening in public schools. The 
Island was influenced by all of these 
issues in 2015: Island House was 
the first building in the City to exit 
the Mitchell-Lama program while 
retaining affordable units, (Roos-
evelt Landings and Rivercross had 
transitioned to market rate previ-
ously); residents complained about 
the emptiness of Main Street as the 

by David Stone
Photos by Piaskowski

“Black Lives Matter” pierced the fabric of American 
culture in the past year, sparking debate and filling 
newspapers. The subject of race was forced to the mass 
media forefront by community reaction to a series of 
violent police confrontations. In Afrocentric Images, 
the Annual Black History Month Exhibition at Gal-
lery RIVAA, 527 Main Street, the political meme is 
given vivid, positive expression in depth and subtlety 
within art.

● �Survey Sweepstakes�  
The Roosevelt Island Residents 
Association (RIRA) invites all 
Island residents to complete a 
survey: www.RIRAonline.com/survey. 
All responses will be entered in a 
sweepstakes. Three winners will 
receive a $10 gift card from Main 
Street Sweets, Piccolo Trattoria, 
or Starbucks. One entry per adult. 
   The survey takes less than three 
minutes to complete. Printed bal-
lots are available at the Public 

Briefly…
Safety Office (550 Main Street) 
and the Public Library (524 Main 
Street). and can be placed in the 
ballot box at Public Safety. Based 
on responses, RIRA will set pri-
orities for advocacy and resolu-
tion. 

● �A 1985 Cornell graduate, Robert 
F. Smith, gave $50 million to the 
school to support African-Amer-
ican and female engineering stu-
dents. He is Chair and CEO of 
Vista Equity Partners.

the arcades are gone, there is new 
lighting, paintwork and signage, 
and new Island-shaped benches. 

So, if you paint it, will they 
come?  Not so far.  Prospective 
tenants have looked around, some 
have returned several times, but 
none have bitten, says Pedram Mah-
davi, of Hudson/Related (HR), the 
holder of the master lease for Main 
Street stores.  What’s stopping ten-
ants flooding in?  It’s not the rent: 
HR believes its expectations are 
reasonable.  It’s not the process: 
Margie Smith, a Rivercross resident 
and RIOC Board member, says one 
of the reasons RIOC went for a 
master lease was precisely to allow 
prospective tenants to avoid the bu-
reaucratic hassles of dealing with 
the State. 

So what’s up?  How could Main 
Street support all those stores back 
then, and why not now?  One reason 
has to be that in the old days stores 
paid little rent – $9.00 a square 
foot in some cases – and some of 
them none at all.  Some were years 
behind when they were forced out.  
Under the new regime, Hudson/Re-
lated is looking for something more 
like $45.00 a square foot, though 
that’s presumably negotiable. 

RIOC and HR both point to the 
absence of foot traffic as a major 
turn-off for businesses wanting 
to come to the Island.  There are 
14,000 people here, but many 
Southtown residents don’t make it 
as far up as Main Street, and many 
more whisk straight through on the 

See Blue Dragon, page 9

See RIVAA, page 8

See Main Street, page 10

See Brewer, page 8

grand re-opening of a renovated 
Trellis was continuously delayed;  
and PS/IS 217 was one of the top 
vote-getters in participatory bud-
geting, receiving $500,000 to build 
a “green roof” to use as additional 
outdoor space and as an environ-
mental programming opportunity.

Brewer presented the services her 
office offered in 2015, including 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program) and tenant 
clinics; helping residents connect 
with benefits, services, and job op-
portunities; and a budget of $7.7 
million that was used for technol-
ogy projects in 57 public schools 
and given to non-profits for use 
in sustainable long-term projects 
aimed at police officer-community 
relationships. Brewer said her of-
fice also introduced 32 pieces of 
legislation, with eight passed into 
law, including the Fair Chance Act, 
which made it illegal for most City 

employers to ask for the crimi-
nal record of job applicants, and 
a caregiver discrimination bill to 
prohibit employment discrimina-
tion against individuals who are 
perceived to have a status of care-
giver. In September 2015, Brewer 
announced she was partnering with 
the Senior Association to bring her 
Fresh Food for Seniors program to 
the Island, making bags of fresh, 
locally-sourced produce available 
to senior citizens for $8 per bag.   

The goals of 2016 concentrate 
on Manhattan youth and culture 
and ways the community can work 
together to best prepare its future 
leaders. Brewer has worked to in-
clude youth influence in the past, 
supporting a State law passed in 
2014 that lowered the eligibility 
age of community board member-
ship from 18 to 16. Six applicants 
under the age of 18 were appointed 

Literally, in aluminum artwork by Alan Mildor, 
“Black Lives Matter” is a legend printed freehand on 
two small pieces of cardboard, seemingly taken from 
a protest sign, held up by a pair of individuals who 
lean against either side of the center pole in a subway 
car. The car itself is so well lit, it’s almost blanched, 
emphasizing the colorful figures in the foreground. 
With vibrant wit, the casually dressed person on the 
left obscures his entire head with an American flag 
while, on the right, his suit and tie wearing partner 
hides behind a mask of Barrack Obama.

It’s a straightforward expression – seen from an 
angle the mass media, in its hunt for raw conflict, 
never shows – a declaration of a lively, aware culture 
amplified on these gallery walls.

Afrocentric Images extends across a broad range of 
experience, from romance to historic heroism to music, 
with numerous stops in-between. Pax Rwanda, a com-
panion exhibit that features embroidery straight out of 
Africa, weaves in folk artistry and cultural heritage.

Lorraine Williams, assisted by featured artist An-
drew Nichols, earns praise for mounting an exhibit 
of meaningful range without weak spots. Similarly, 
Juliana Meehan’s Pax Rwanda features beautiful em-
broidered images so intricately woven as to seem 
impossible.

These well-paired exhibits opened with a reception 
on February 6 and will continue to excite visitors until 
the 28th at RIVAA Gallery, 527 Main Street.

Musical Color
Musical expression enjoys visual representation in 

this show. Lynvan A. Munlyn’s lively S.O.B. (Sounds 
of Brazil) is New York themed with curvy, danc-
ing bodies secured on a geometric urban grid. It’s 
strong earth tones repeat with Akassa’s Natural Song. 
Akassa’s musician sits in surreal grid, garbed in loose, 
traditional attire, with a lapful of musical instruments 
at his command.
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Letters
To the Editor:

I read the story about the mis-
communication between RIOC and 
Island organizations regarding the 
closure of the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd for floor refinishing.  The 
biting and vindictive comments 
make me wonder why anyone would 
work serving some members of our 
community because they seem al-
ways prepared to bash every action 
our administration takes.

They did not mention that the 
work is done, the floor is sound, 
and one third of it is completely 
new.  The floor had been dete-
riorating for years and finally it is 
rebuilt and restored.

In the last years, RIOC has had 
the rose window restored, the 
building brickwork re-pointed and 
the air conditioning system moved 
from the bell tower – central heat 
and air conditioning now func-
tions there.  A wonderful slate roof 
now enhances the beauty of the 
building, and the exterior entrance, 

To the Editor:   
Thank you for considering fun-

damental Island issues in your 
recent editorial.  However, I feel 
some further explanation is neces-
sary:  yes; democracy is the es-
sential issue on Roosevelt Island, 
i.e. “Who decides?”  The Maple 
Tree Group (MTG) started and 
RIRA fleshed out an initiative to 
create “elections” that would place 
Island residents on the RIOC Board 
of Directors chosen by the people 
and appointed by the governor.  In 
fact, five of the six current resident 
directors were chosen in this fash-
ion.  However, it was never our 
intention that these terms of office 
be life terms.  The legislation that 
created RIOC in 1984 stipulated 
four year terms and yet, every one 
of the current resident terms ex-
pired four years ago.  Without a 
requirement to bring their records 
to the residents for our approval or 
disapproval, the goal to have some 
representative government through 
this Board has been denied and we 
would be hard pressed to make 
the case that these neighbors who, 
it must be noted, work hard and 
without compensation, represent 
anyone but the Governor.

Regarding the Public Purpose 
Funds, Islanders have been in-
volved in the allocation process 
for less than a decade, not “for 
decades.”  After Manhattan Park 
was built, some PILOT funds were 
dedicated to Island organizations, 
including RIRA which applied for 
and won a grant to pay for election 
machines, and were distributed by 
RIOC.  In an agreement between 
then-RIOC CFO Steve Chironis 
and myself, a plan was devised to 
make $100,000 of RIOC operating 
budget funds available to Island 
organizations annually, to be allo-
cated by a RIRA committee created 
for that purpose.  Given that RIRA 
would no longer be able to apply 
for Public Purpose funding, it was 
agreed that RIRA would be com-
pensated for the considerable labor 
involved  with a grant for $2,500 
per year or $5,000 per RIRA elec-
tion cycle.  This plan worked well 
and to everyone’s advantage for 
some years.  However, over a year 
ago, our Albany masters decided 
that RIOC, a Public Benefit Cor-
poration, could no longer allocate 
operational funds or compensate 

RIRA for services rendered.  As 
a result, RIOC stiffed RIRA for 
two years of committee labor and 
the support of Island organizations 
was curtailed.  Nevertheless, RIRA 
decided to continue allocating the 
Public Purpose Fund without com-
pensation. 

By virtue of the legislation writ-
ten by the RIRA Government Re-
lations Committee and passed in 
Albany with the support of our 
Assembly Member Seawright and 
State Senator Serrano, that service 
has been restored – a year late.

These grants allowed many of our 
organizations to focus on their mis-
sions and not on finding the funds that 
allow them to function.  It was a direct 
boon to a community of social orga-
nizations and augured a new relation-
ship between RIOC and residents.  
The current controversies regarding 

by Jennifer Dunning
Tigger Ogden, a trained Pet Therapy cat and 

Island Cats rescue, died peacefully of old age on 
January 25.  He was known and loved by many 
Roosevelt Islanders.  Two of his biggest fans, his 
owner Joan Ogden, and Margaret Lopes, Supervis-
ing Children’s Counselor at Coler Hospital and 
facilitator of the hospital’s Pet Therapy Program, 
remember him here.  

Joan Ogden writes: I do not know when or where 
you were born, Tigger, but you came into my life 
on May 14, 2006, on Mother’s Day. You had been 
found abandoned outdoors one winter day in the 
Island’s community gardens, declawed.  Two adop-
tions were unsuccessful.  One family returned you 
because you “talked” too much and wanted too 
much affection.  You weren’t much to look at and 
seemed like an ordinary cat.  Soon you showed me 
you were anything but ordinary.  At first I thought 
you were a slow learner, but you were just stubborn.  
I was the slow one.  Everyone who met you saw 
how special you were, to the point I was strongly 
encouraged to enter you into the Pet Therapy Pro-
gram at Bide-A-Wee.  Several months later I en-
rolled us, me for training and you for testing to see 
how you would handle people with physical and 
mental disabilities and things like being shouted at 
and handled roughly. Not only did you pass with a 
perfect score but you outscored me. 

You became a favorite with young and old; from 
exam-stressed students at the Juilliard School and 
three City Universities, to elderly patients at the 
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steps, rails, and narthex have all 
been restored and rebuilt.

The above were done in coordi-
nation with historic preservation 
experts who made sure the exterior 
of the building was professionally 
restored and done by contractors 
familiar with working on landmark 
structures.  The interior of the 
building is not a landmark.  (Only 
a few buildings have designated 
landmark interiors such as Grand 
Central Terminal.)

I agree that the communications 
could have been much better, and 
we should go back to old- fash-
ioned phone calls, person-to-
person, to advise on emergency 
arrangements.

Come into the Chapel and ad-
mire the new floors.  Hopefully 
new chairs and carpeting will soon 
be on the list.

Thanks to the staff who “busted 
their butts” to get the Chapel back 
for last Sunday’s services.

Judith Berdy

Tigger Ogden, Pet Therapy Cat
Greenwich Nursing Home and Coler Hospital.  In 
fact, you had more relatives than me: Jewish and 
German grandmothers, uncles, aunts, and so many 
friends all over the place.  You liked to visit with 
the senior across the hall.  And you once tried to 
warn me, leading me out into the hall, that another 
senior needed help. 

From giving out Halloween candy (while in cos-
tume), to visiting seniors in other buildings, you 
were incredible. I watched how you would flirt with 
the women and then hang out with the men.  Dog 
people said you had the spirit of a dog. 

You were anything but ordinary, Tigger.  You 
were a gentleman and a scholar.  You are missed 
and loved. 

Margaret Lopes remembers Tigger’s work at 
Coler Hospital, where he calmed and cuddled with 
patients for seven years.  “Tigger was an extraordi-
nary animal.  He had such a gentle soul.  He would 
get really connected to the residents who are very 
sick.  He crawled up and lay down right next to 
them.  You could basically put him anywhere and 
he would just lie there and give comfort. 

The limit for Pet Therapy animals is a 20-minute 
window, more or less, depending on the animals.  
However, Tigger used to go for two hours and more 
at a time and had absolutely no problem.  He actu-
ally enjoyed his job.  Extraordinary is the only word 
that comes to my mind. He was so special, and he 
was also extremely special with other animals.  He 
was a one-of-a-kind creation and there will be no 
other like him, ever again.  I’m so sad.

our public spaces and RIOC’s stew-
ardship of them are indications of 
how this relationship continues to 
deteriorate and, especially, how our 
expectations of advocacy from the 
resident Board members have fallen 
short.  I’ve asked them to hold an-
nual or semi-annual town meetings 
to hear from their “constituents,” as 
neighbors talking to neighbors, and 
been rebuffed.  

Shame on them.  
I feel that the past efforts of a 

small group of Islanders, dedicated 
to a more democratic form of local 
government here, have been for 
naught.

Matthew Katz

It has now been more than six years since the 54-page 
“Main Street Retail Study” was released in October, 2009.  
The study contained six specific goals that would, ostensibly, 
lay the groundwork for the revitalization of Main Street.

So how has the “master plan” worked out so far?  Here 
are the goals and the grades:

1.  Bring in a master leaseholder to handle the market-
ing and leasing of retail space.

This part of the plan was intended to allow potential ten-
ants to avoid the red tape of working with RIOC (always a 
good thing), and to put the leasing function in the hands of 
those with expertise in marketing commercial real estate 
(what a concept). Mission accomplished; as of fall 2015, 
Cushman & Wakefield now handle this function.

But, try googling “Roosevelt Island commercial space.”  
No Cushman & Wakefield results.  Okay, now try looking 
for Roosevelt Island on the Cushman & Wakefield website.  
Nothing there either!  

While RIOC did find someone to handle the master lease, 
marketing, beyond signs on Main Street, is not happening.

Grade: D
2.  Revitalize the Roosevelt Island Chamber of Com-

merce. Let’s be generous...
Grade: Incomplete
3.  Fix up the “streetscape.”
Mission accomplished, sort of.  The changes to the Roos-

evelt Landings facade happened, and they are something of an 
improvement.  But there’s more to do.  Obviously, the benches 
need turning around and there many other suggestions the 
Main Street Retail Committee has, but nobody seems to listen.

Grade:  Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
4.  Get rid of those icky, low-end, non-profits that are 

taking up such in-demand real estate!  
Grade:  A+  Who cares that the Thrift Store performed 

a valuable community service? And that the community has 
been speaking up about this loss ever since. 

5.  Revitalize Good Shepherd Plaza.
Grade: A- thanks to exhaustive resident efforts, led by 

Vicki Feinmel.  But we are dinging you half a grade for kill-
ing the 9/11 tree.  (What?  It’s not dead!?)

6.  Create a “Gateway to Main Street.”
Grade: Is this a thing?  If so there would need to be some 

signage, perhaps when you get off the Tram.  A large map of 
the Island with eateries and other places of interest clearly 
pointed out perhaps?

So after six years, the groundwork has been laid.  Responding 
to community complaints, here we have focused on the negative. 
Next issue we will look at what has been accomplished.� BW

Grading Main Street 
Retail
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Valentine’s Day weekends for the past two years 
were both forecast to be snowy and cold.  This Valen-
tine’s Day weekend is forecast to be the coldest this 
winter.  As with all weather forecasts, one must take 
predicted conditions in stride; but as New Yorkers, 
and especially as Roosevelt Islanders floating in our 
little ship down the East River, we should never un-
derestimate what Mother Nature may blow our way.  
Understanding how cold temperatures affect vulner-
able members of our community in different ways, I 
implore you to check in on your infirm, immobile, and 
needy neighbors.  Lend a helping hand as they seek 
comfort and warmth.

RIRA Polling Initiative: The Survey
Have you taken The Survey yet?  If not, join your 

Island neighbors, family, and friends who have, and 
go to www.riraonline.com/survey now, answer a few ques-

tions regarding Island 
life and community 
concerns, and have 
your voice heard by 
your RIRA Common 
Council!  With just a 
few clicks, you can 
shape the term of the 
current and next Com-

mon Council, voice directly to RIOC and your elected 
officials what Island issues matter to you the most, 
and help determine the programming and advocacy 
platforms which affect your life on the Island.

Don’t have online access or prefer to respond 
through traditional pen and paper?  Head to either our 
Roosevelt Island Public Library or the Public Safety 
Department, pick up and complete the survey and 
submit your responses.  Common Council volunteers 
will also be available at the Roosevelt Island Public 
Library to assist in completing the online survey during 
the times and dates posted at the library.  Also, keep 
your eyes peeled for when your Common Council 
Representative will be on hand in your building to as-
sist in The Survey.  We strongly encourage all of you 
to participate, go to www.riraonline.com/survey and let your 
voice be heard!  Have questions regarding The Survey 
or need assistance participating?  Have other polling 
questions that were not raised but you believe should 
be asked of the Community, whether during the next 
round of polling or at a community-wide meeting?  
Email the Polling Initiative’s Chair, Adib Mansour, at 
RIRAdib@earthlink.net and let your voice be heard!

RIRA Planning Committee Update
The RIRA Planning Committee is now chaired by 

David Lawson (lawsondd@aol.com) of Westview, and 
they have set an aggressive agenda and timetable for 
the remainder of this term.  For those unfamiliar with 
the work of the RIRA Planning Committee, it is the 
entity of the Common Council explicitly tasked with 
all matters involving future development of the Island – 
including but not limited to commercial development, 

The
RIRA
Column

The
Community
Column

  -  This Weekend  -
MST&DA last day to register for Spring Semester, Sat Feb 13 at the 

Cultural Center,  9-11am or online at mstda.org. Scholarship applications 
also available.

Registration now open for Master Swim Feb-March session. Classes 
Mon, Wed, Fri 7:30-8:30pm at Sportspark. Register online (rioc.recdesk.
com/recdeskportal/ProgramRegistration), by email (Eddie.Perez@rioc.ny.gov),  or 
by phone (212-832-4569). Residents $60/session or $7 per drop-in.

Crafts with Kids: Valentine’s, Sat Feb 13 10-11am, Senior Center. 
Sponsored by Roosevelt Island Parents Network.  RSVP to eva.bosbach@
gmail.com

– Regular Meetings Events –
See page 4.

-  The Next Three Weeks  -
Bicycling Basics, Tue Feb 16 10am-1pm, Sportspark Gym. Free. Register 

at bike.nyc/education/classes/bicycling-basics
Constituent Hours and Free Tax Preparation Assistance, Wed Feb 17 

11am-2pm at the Senior Association (546 Main, ground floor.) Tax & 
finance presentation 12pm. Free. 

MST&DA Spring Session begins, week of Feb 22. (See ad, page 6.)
RI Day Nursery Open House, Wed Feb 24 6:30-8 pm and Sat Feb 27, 

10:30 am-12 pm (See ad, page 7.)
Learn to Ride: Adults, Tue Mar 1 10am-12pm, Sportspark Gym. Reg-

ister at bike.nyc/education/classes/learn-to-ride-adults
The Main Street WIRE – Sat Mar 5.  Advertising deadlines: Display, Wed 

Feb 24 decision date for circulars/inserts, Tue  Mar 1; 6,000 copies due 
Thu  Mar 3.  Also: Mar 19; Apr 9, 23; May 14, 
28; Jun 11, 25; Jul issue date to be announced; 
Aug 27; Sep 10, 24; Oct 8, 22; Nov 5, 19; Dec 
10.  News phone, 917-842-7638; urgent mat-
ters, 917-617-0449.  Email press releases and 
feature-story suggestions to MainStreetWIRE@usa.net. Advertising (display 
& classified) 917-587-3278 or msWIREads@gmail.com.

-  Future Weeks  - 
RI Day Nursery Open Enrollment begins Mar 8. (See ad, page 7.)
RIHS lecture, The SS Columbia and the Return of the Hudson River Day 

Liner,Tue Mar 8 6:30pm, Library.  Free.
Crafts with Kids: Easter, Sat Mar 19 10-11am, Senior Center. Sponsored 

by Roosevelt Island Parents Network.  RSVP to eva.bosbach@gmail.com
Spring Concert, Laudamus Children’s Chorus, Sun Mar 20 7pm at 

the Good Shepherd Center. Free. laudamusnyc.org 
RIHS lecture,  Women in Health, Tue Apr 12 6:30pm at the library.  Free.
Crafts with Kids: Spring, Sat Apr 16 10-11am, Senior Center. Sponsored 

by Roosevelt Island Parents Network.  RSVP to eva.bosbach@gmail.com

The WIRE publishes these columns, exclusively, as a service to the community and to the 
organizations invited to supply them, and does not control or censor their content.

housing, vehicular access, transportation, social ser-
vice and energy – as well as monitoring and recom-
mending positions on community planning matters, 
policies relating to energy, conservation, distribution 
and generation.  

For the balance of this term, the Planning Commit-
tee has their eyes set on (1) developing, in conjunction 
with RIOC and the City, an Island-wide emergency 
plan; (2) enhancing the current transportation plan on 
the Island, including the planned ferry system, safety 
of bike circulation on roadways, and bike/pedestrian 
safety on the promenade, and identifying danger-

ous pedestrian/bike 
sections of the Is-
land’s roadways; 
(3) accessing the 
long-term impact 
and change in de-
mographics the 
arrival of Cornell 
Tech NYC will 
have on the Island’s 
infrastructure and 
support; and (4) 
environmental pro-
tection of Island 
residents, including 
air quality monitor-
ing and the main-
tenance/upgrade of 
the existing AVAC 
system.  Are you 

interested in getting involved or have suggestions on 
how the Planning Committee might tackle such issues?  
Send the Common Council an email at contact@riraonline.
com or reach out to David Lawson, Chair of the Plan-
ning Committee at lawsondd@aol.com.  

Composting Initiative Partnership
The Roosevelt Island Composting Initiative, in co-

operation with the NYC Compost Project and BIG-Re-
use, report that in the first ten weeks of the composting 
program, Roosevelt Islanders have made a total of 576 
organic kitchen scraps and organic waste drop-offs at 
the Roosevelt Island Saturday Markets under the Helix, 
totaling over 3,924 lbs.  That’s close to two tons of 
waste that would otherwise have ended up in landfills!  
It will now be diverted to be recycled, composted, 
and used to rebuild Island and city gardens, thanks to 
Roosevelt Islanders.  

But we are not done yet!  Continue to bring your 
kitchen scraps and organic waste to be composted at the 
Saturday Market, supported by RIRA, the Roosevelt 
Island Garden Club, the PS/IS 217 PTA, iDig2Learn, 
the RI Girl Scouts, and 45 other Island residents as we 
look to reduce, reuse and recycle.  And keep your eye 
out as the initiative grows!  Want to find out more about 
how you can join the movement?  Send the Common 

Jeffrey Escobar, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Association

jeffrey.escobar@gmail.com

Swimming is a complex sport that develops qualities 
that benefit both kids and adults. The Roosevelt Island 
Marlins Swim Team offers community members an 
affordable opportunity to swim and compete in an or-
ganized and structured environment. For over a decade, 
the Marlins have been serving both long-term residents 
and new families arriving to the Island from all over 
the world.  Our Island is a tight-knit community and a 
family-oriented place, and we are proud that thousands 
of Island residents have learned to swim with us in our 
amazing and friendly environment.

The Marlins are supervised by Roosevelt Island 
Swimming, Inc., a non-profit community-based or-
ganization run by parent volunteers.  Over the past 

11 years, this 
small but very 
dedicated 
group of Island 
parents man-
aged to create 
and sustain a 
high-quality, 
yet affordable, 
Learn-to-Swim 

program and our very successful competitive swim 
team.  With more pool time available for training this 
season, we were able to grow the program, and saw 
record enrollment in both our Learn-to-Swim program 
and the swim team in 2015.  Between our summer 
classes and the regular season, we served over 250 kids 
and adults ages 18 months to over 50 years.

The Marlins are proud to represent Roosevelt Island 
wherever we travel, striving to make our commu-
nity visible to the world.  We are not simply chasing 
faster times and swim-meet records; from the start, 
the Marlins defined our mission as building not just 
strong bodies, but strong minds and well-rounded and 
adjusted personalities.  The discipline of swimming 
practices impacts on all other aspects of our athletes’ 

lives. Our Learn-to-Swim and swim team swimmers 
excel in school, time management, setting goals, and 
working hard to achieve them. 

A highlight of the 2015-2016 season was seeing our 
youngest swimmers in the Future Stars group compete 
for the very first time.  This new division bridges the gap 
between our Learn-to-Swim program and the competi-
tive team, allowing swimmers as young as six years old 
to build their competitive skills.  The Juniors and Seniors 
had an outstanding season, reaching their best times and 
winning many close races.  The older swimmers provide 

great leadership and 
guidance for our 
new 8 & Under divi-
sion recruits, many 
of whom are their 
younger siblings.

Many of our Se-
niors, who started 
as Beginners five 
to eight years ago, 
now attend special-
ized high schools 
and successfully 
complete both aca-
demic and athletic 
workloads.  Orga-

nized swimming helped them build self-confidence and 
improve their time management and social skills.  Daily 
workouts at the pool do not simply teach Island children 
swim strokes or prepare our swimmers for competitions, 
but also allow them to socialize in a fun, safe, and sup-
portive environment with their peers, learning important 
lessons that help them succeed at school and in life.  Our 
graduates have attended MIT, SUNY at Buffalo, SUNY 
at Stony Brook, Columbia, Colgate, CUNY, and many 
more undergraduate programs.

Over 40 Marlins athletes have competed against 
the strongest teams in the metropolitan area and won 

Roosevelt Island Marlins  

Board of Directors
rimarlinsteam@gmail.com

See RIRA, page 10

multiple gold, silver, and bronze 
medals this season.  Our team placed 
among the ten strongest teams of 
the 105 in the Metropolitan Area 
(including NYC, Long Island, and 
Westchester.)  We now have swim-
mers in the top ten in our Metro Area, 
top 15 in the entire Eastern Zone 
(East Coast of the U.S. from Maine 
to Virginia), and top 50 nationally.  
We are proud of Jasper Bruskot-
ter, Ines Chomnalez, Milos Ciric, 
Freddy Coronel, Lisa and Matteo 
Coullare, Isabel Coutinho, Malamati 
Drougos, Emir Emre, Victor Gaz-
doiu, Mira Goodman, Katarina and 
Milica Grozdanic, Nicholas Gusita, 
Aiden Hightower, Payton Hight-
ower, Elena Jordan, Lara Jordan, 
Ethan Li, Kelsey Long, Strahinja 
Maslo, Charline Mazanek, Denys 
Mialkovskyi, Erika Nazarova, Jonna 
Norberg, Malte Norberg, Shimaa 
Omar, Grigory Pashkov, Matija Pro-
kic, Natalie Reinhart, Ian Remor, 
Patrick Ren, Andrea Ritziu, Bog-
dan Sadikovic, Sophia Shchuchinov, 
Timur Shchuchinov, Michael Shu-
mikhin, Maksim Tesovic, Tamara 
Tesovic, Stephan Vesselov, Nader 
Yamout, and Andrew Zubac for their 
accomplishments this season.

Ten-year-old Sophia Shchuchi-
nov was the first Islander to become 
a Junior Olympics Champion, get-
ting the gold medal in the 2015 
Long Course Junior Olympics for 
100-meter breast stroke.  She went 
on to represent the Metro Area at 
the Eastern Zone All Star Cham-
pionship in Richmond, Virginia.  
She competed with the fastest age 
group swimmers, both in individual 
events and relay races, placing as 
high as seventh in the Zone. 

Twelve Marlins swimmers will 
represent Roosevelt Island in 
the Metro 2016 Junior Olympics 
Championship this March: Milos 
Ciric, Emir Emre, Victor Gazdoiu, 

Katarina Grozdanic, Elena Jordan, 
Kelsey Long, Strahinja Maslo, 
Denys Mialkovskyi, Matija Pro-
kic, Sophia Shchuchinov, Maksim 
Tesovic, and Andrew Zubac.  A 
record number of our athletes 
achieved Eastern Zone qualifying 
times this season.

There was tremendous parental 
support this year at the meets, prac-
tices, and team events, including 
movie nights, dances, and parties.  
Our amazing families traveled with 
their swimmers and filled the stands 
at every pool we competed at.  The 
season concluded with an end-of-
year dinner filled with great food 
and music, an award ceremony for 
the 2015 Team Challenge winners, 
and a video show.  Team members 
with the best attendance received 
well-deserved Dedication Awards.  
This was a wonderful way to en-
courage and reward swimmers who 
manage to balance their athletic 
achievements and academic suc-
cesses.

On behalf of all Marlins families, 
we thank our hardworking Learn-
to-Swim instructors (Tyrone Hung, 
Andrea Gasic, Doris Gasic, Sylvia 
Guzikowski, Ana Naumovska, Jana 
Lausevic, Elizabeth Yako, and Hugo 
Genes) and our dedicated coaches 
(Michael Gavrilchin, Krzysztof Sz-
koda, and Igor Shoukhardin) for a 
great swimming season.  We credit 
our experienced coaching staff and 
committed parents with the teams’ 
continuing growth and success and 
look forward to another great year 
at the pool.

Visit our website at rimarlins.com 
to learn more about our programs, 
register for the Learn-to-Swim pro-
gram, or schedule a tryout for the 
competitive team.  You can also 
shop our online store and purchase 
Marlins-branded T-shirts, hoodies, 
and swimwear to support our team.
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 Art Exhibits

Afrocentric Images at Gallery RIVAA, through Feb 28. Gallery open Tue, Thu 6-8pm and 
Sat-Sun 12-4pm.

Winter Treasures #2 at the Octagon Gallery, through Mar 6.  Gallery open daily 9am-8pm.

Parks

Southpoint Park open daily 6am-10pm.
Lighthouse Park open daily 7am-9pm.
Four Freedoms Park daily 9am-5pm. Closed Tue. Free guided tours Sat 11am, 3pm; Sun 

11am.

Classes

Art, taught by members of the RI Visual Art Association, Sat 11am-2pm, Sportspark. Free.
We Are New York English Class, every Fri 10:30-12:30 at the library.

Exercise & Sports (alphabetical)
Basketball (all ages), Sat 2-5pm, Sportspark. Free.
Basketball (adults), Mon-Thu 7:30-9:30pm, PS/IS 217. Free.
Pilates with Karen, Wed 8:30am. Info 212-750-6223.
Ping Pong (all ages), Tue Wed Fri 6-9pm, Sportspark. $5.
Rhythmic Gymnastics Classes, Mon 4-6pm for beginners, Thu 4-6 intermediate, Sportspark.  

Information: RogueRhythmics@yahoo.com or 917-331-2044.
RI Moms on the Move walk and exercise program,  Mon 9:30am, Visitor Kiosk in Tramway 

Plaza. Free. To confirm day and time: Eva.Bosbach@gmail.com.
Sportspark extended hours (ages 16-25), Fri-Sat 9pm-midnight. Weight-lifting and bas-

ketball. Free. Note: ID and proof of Island residency required.
Swimming* (all ages; no instructor) – Sat-Sun 12-3pm, Mon-Fri 6-10am, Mon Wed Thu 

Fri 7:30-10:30pm, Sportspark.
Swimming* (18 yrs+) – Sat-Sun 4-7pm, Tue 7:30-10:30pm, Sportspark.
Swimming* – Water Aerobics, Sun 12-1pm, Wed & Fri 9-10am, Sportspark.
Swimming* – Master class, Mon Wed Fri 7:30-8:30pm, Sportspark.
	 (*$5; free for disabled, seniors 60+, and ages 0-3.)
Tennis for Kids, see Older Kids entries, below.
Yoga (open-level), Mon & Thu 6:15-7:15pm, Sat 10-11am, Sportspark. $5. Mats available.
Yoga (Vinyassa-flow) with Keren Messer, Mon 7:45pm, Fri 10am, Good Shepherd Center. 

Info: KerenMsr@gmail.com.
Yoga (Hatha) with Keren Messer, Tue 6:30pm, Good Shepherd Center.
Yoga with Jax Schott, Wed 7:30-8:40pm, Island Kids, 536 Main St. $15.
Yoga (open-level) with Lauren Blankstein, Thu 7:30-8:30pm, PS/IS 217 Beacon. Free.
Zumba, Mon 6:30-7:30pm, Thu 6:30-7:30pm, Sat 10-11am, Sportspark. $5.

Birth through Toddler (listed Sat-Fri)
Parent and Me Swim Class, Sun 11am & Wed 10:30am, Sportspark.  $5 for pre-registered 

Island families.
Baby Story Time (0-18 mo), Mon 10:30am, Library. No registration required.
Baby Playtime (0-18 mo), Mon 11am, Library. No registration required.
Music with James, every Tue 4pm at the Cultural Center (548 Main St.) Ages 4mo-4yr. 

$15/child. musicwithjames.com
Toddler Story Time (18-36 mo), Wed 10:15 & 11:15am, Library. No registration required.
Toddler Play Time (18-36 mo), Wed  10:45 & 11:45am, Library. No registration required.
Island Kids Baby Group (0-14 mo.), Thu 10:30-11:30am, 536 Main St. Info: IslandKidsRI@

gmail.com.

Older Kids (listed Sat-Fri)
Tennis – Junior Tennis, Sat & Mon-Fri after school, Racquet Club.  Info 212-935-0250.
Tennis – New York Junior Tennis & Learning program, Mon-Fri 3-6pm (ages 8-18); Tue 

5-6pm & Thu 3-4pm for ages 5-7 (with parent/guardian), Octagon Park Courts. No pre-
registration; sneakers required. Info tc@nyjtl.org or 718-786-7110.

Teen Time (ages 13-18), Mon-Fri 3pm, Library.
Beacon After-School Program, grades 1-8, Mon-Fri 3-6pm, PS/IS 217. Free. Info: 212-

527-2505.

Open Gym for high school students, Mon & Wed 6-8pm, PS/IS 217.
Board Games (5-12 yrs), Tue 4pm, Library. Free.
Teen Game Night, Wed 6pm, Main Street Sweets, 559 Main St.
Anime Club (teens), Thu 4-5pm, Library. No registration required.
Kids & Family Yoga (ages 4-7 & caregivers), see Exercise & Sports.
Reading Aloud (children), Fri 3:30pm, Library. No registration required.
Girl Scouts (6-13 yrs), Fri 6-8pm, PS/IS 217. Info: 212-527-2505.

Seniors

Lunch, Mon-Fri noon, Senior Center, 546 Main St. $1.50. Menus outside social worker’s 
office.  Also see additional listings, this page.

Computer Basics for Seniors, every Fri 10:30am at the Library.

Regular Meetings (listed Sat-Fri)
Toastmasters (public speaking), 2nd & 4th Mon 7:30pm. Info: 212-751-9577.

Sci-Fi Discussion Group, 1st Tue 6:30pm, Library.
Coloring for Adults, every Tue 12pm, Library. Materials provided.
114th Precinct Community Meeting, 4th Tue 7pm, Riccardo’, 2101 24th Av., Astoria.
RIRA Common Council meeting 1st Wed (except Jul-Aug) 8pm, Good Shepherd Center.  
Women’s Health Organization, last Wed except Nov and Dec, when meeting is on third 

Wed, 6:30pm, 546 Main St, 12th floor conference room.
Knitting and Crochet Group, every Thu 11:30am. Library.
Book Discussion, 3rd Thu 6:30-8pm, Library.

Office Hours

RIOC’s Community Office Hours, Mon 3-5pm, 591 Main St. Info: 212-832-4540.
Conversations with Cornell Tech Staff at Gallery RIVAA, Wed & Fri 10am-12noon & 

1-4pm, 527 Main St.
Constituent Service Hours:
	 Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, 1st Wed 3-6pm, Senior Center or Library  Info: 

212 288-4607.
	 City Council Member Ben Kallos, 4th Wed 2-5pm, Senior Center, 546 Main St.
	 State Senator Jose Serrano, Wed 3-6pm, Senior Center or Library. Info: 212-828-5829. 

Other

Organics Recycling every Sat at the Farmer’s Market under the Helix from 9:30am-3:30pm. 
Residents can drop off kitchen scraps to be made into compost for local parks and gardens.

Clinic on Housing Law, 1st & 3rd Mon 3-6pm, district office of City Councilmember Ben 
Kallos, 244 E. 93rd St. Reservations and questions: 212-860-1950 or RSVP@BenKallos.com.

Free Legal Clinic, 1st Mon, sponsored by Assemblymember Rebecca Seawright. For ap-
pointment call 212-288-4607.

Policy Night, 2nd Tue 6:30pm, Kallos office (see above), 244 E. 93rd St.; help formulate 
policy.

Knitting & Crocheting Circle (adults), Thu 11:30am, Library. Info: nypl.org.
First Fridays with Kallos, 8-10am, district office (see above); questions and issues.

Continuing Events & Activities

A listing of repeating or regularly held meetings & events (a listing of other events scheduled for this weekend and in coming weeks appears on page 3).

-IslandAdventures O
curated by Sara Maher

Many countries still associate Valentine’s Day with an 
actual saint, but the United States isn’t one of them. There’s 
a way to spoil any sweetheart (or yourself) in one of these 
activities. 

Share A Moment (With SO Many People)
Forget the fancy restaurants and theater tickets – appar-

ently there is “no better place to say ‘I love you’ than Times 
Square.” If you and your person fancy getting cozy with 
thousands of other couples (or if you just really, really love 
watching weddings), Love in Times Square is the place for 
you this Sunday. Registration has already closed for Sur-
prise Proposals and Weddings in the Square, but you can 
still crowd onto the red steps of Duffy Square to participate 
in a mass vow renewal and check out this year’s “heart art” 
installation, Heart of Hearts (it doubles as a six-room kissing 
booth – swanky!).There are also special Valentine’s weekend 
offers from nearby establishments, including Le Bernardin, 
Dos Caminos, Sephora, and M&M’s World, so you can spend 
the entire day in the Square. 
F downtown to 47-50th Sts-Rockefeller Center and walk 

west on 47th to 7th Ave. Sun Feb 14. Surprise Proposals and 
Weddings in the Square: all day, free to watch. Vow renewal: 
6pm in Duffy Square, free but registration required. Info, 
registration, and details about special offers at timessquarenyc.
org/events/valentines-day

Blood and Chocolate
Prefer deep frights over bright lights? Try a Bloody Valen-

tine’s Weekend at Blood Manor. Cling to your “boo” through 
5,000 square feet of rooms and corridors “designed to maxi-
mize one’s fears.” If you make it out alive, treat yourselves 
to a shopping spree at Jacques Torres Chocolate (they do a 
killer hot cocoa).
Blood Manor: F downtown to W 4th St and walk south-

west to 163 Varick St. Fri Feb 12-Sat Feb 13 1-11pm and Sun 
Feb 14 6-10pm. $33.50 each. Not recommended for children 
under age 14; children under age 14 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Note: this attraction is meant to be very scary, but you 
will not be touched by any actors. White or expensive cloth-
ing is not recommended. bloodmanor.com Jacques Torres: from 
Blood Manor, walk northwest to 350 Hudson St. mrchocolate.com 

Excuse to Sit in a Dark Theatre
If you can’t quite make it through Blood Manor (no judg-

ment), find the nearest emergency exit and head to the IFC 
Center. You can try a lower dose of terror with a late-night 
showing of The Shining, or catch up on obscure Oscar 
noms – it’s showing all documentary, animated, and live ac-
tion shorts; France’s Best Foreign Language Film nominee, 
Mustang; and 45 Years, with Best Actress nominee Charlotte 
Rampling. If you’re still stuck in the lovey-dovey spirit, 
there’s a midnight showing of Sixteen Candles on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday.

F downtown to W 4th St and exit the station toward 3rd 
St; the theater is at the intersection of Ave of the Americas and 
3rd St. Tickets $14 adults, $10 kids and seniors. Showtimes 
at ifccenter.com 

Just Love How You Look
If your one true love is fashion, this year’s New York Fash-

ion Week conveniently runs right over V-day. Start your day 
like a walk on the runway with free makeup touch-ups and 
mini manicures from PRIV, then head to one of these unique 
open-to-the-public shows: SmartGlamour’s Body Positive show 
includes women’s styles for sizes XXS-6X, and FTL Moda’s 
The Revolution Continues show features models with Down 
syndrome and prosthetics.	
PRIV: different Triumph Hotel location every day; F train 

spots include Hotel Chandler on Fri Feb 12, 10am-2pm; The 
Iroquois on Tue Feb 16, 10am-2pm; and Washington Jefferson 
Hotel on Thu Feb 18, 10am-2pm. Free. triumphhotels.com/specials/
new-york-fashion-week-2016. Body Positive: F downtown to 14th St 
and walk west to The Alchemical Studios (104 W 14th St.) Fri 
Feb 19, 7:30pm; followed by champagne toast at Grape & Vine. 
Show and toast free with RSVP by emailing smartglamour@gmail.
com. Info at facebook.com/events/509667385882263. The Revolution 
Continues: F downtown to 2nd Av and walk southeast to the 
Angel Orensanz Foundation Center for the Arts (172 Norfolk 
St.) Mon Feb 15, red carpet 5:30pm, show 6:30pm. Free. ftlmoda.
com/ftl-moda-fw2016/ftl-moda-runway-shows

Events, regular and otherwise?

List ’em! MainStreetWIRE@usa.net

List early, so that other organizations can avoid conflicts.
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Jadwiga’s Crossing
a novel of the great Polish migration

perfect for Christmas for a Polish friend
$20 Amazon.com

or call 212 826-9056

It’s never too early to  

get in the game!

Advantage QuickStart gives 

players age 2 and up a 

pathway to great tennis.

•	 “Real	tennis”	sized	for	kids	
•	 Stages	based	on	age	&	ability
•	 Smaller	racquets,	smaller	courts	&		
	 slow-bouncing	balls
•	 Something	new	to	learn	at	every	stage
•	 Customized	program,	fun	from	day	one!

Classes	held	at	Roosevelt	Island	Sports	
Park	Gym	–	right	next	door	to	Roosevelt	
Island	Racquet	Club.

Sign up today for  

Fall Session!

Call Paul Fontana – 646-884-9644

Email pfontana@advantagetennisclubs.com

Visit www.quickstartny.com

New students get 

the first class FREE!

281 Main Street

Roosevelt Island

Open 7 Days a Week
Free Island Delivery

605 Main Street • 212.355.3111
IslandWine@verizon.net

facebook.com/islandwinesRI

Mon-Thu 12 noon-10 pm • Fri 11 am-11 pm 
Sat 10 am-11 pm • Sun 12 noon-7 pm

Philip Groner, Esq.
Counselor at law

•  Divorce & Family Law
•  Equitable Distribution, Maintenance,
	 Distributive Award

•  Custody, Visitation, Child Support
•  Prenuptial & Separation Agreements

30 Wall Street, 8th Floor
New York, New York 10005

212-709-8028 / 917-539-6415
Email: notpejorative@yahoo.com

I understand that going through a family separation is a very difficult 
challenge.  I believe that every client has a right to expect that their 
case is the only case I have and every client has a right to expect 
that all of their questions will be answered.

Consultations available at office
or home office on Roosevelt Island

south end of Rivercross building near MD’s office

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 10AM-7PM

Saturday-Sunday 11AM-3PM 
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Plan bigger for 
your retirement 

To learn more, stop by our 

Roosevelt Island Branch at 

619 Main Street or give us  

a call at 800-662-0860.

1.  Annual Percentage Yield (APY) quoted is accurate as of 2/8/16 

and is subject to change without notice.

Offered APY good for an 18-month term only. A minimum deposit 

of $500 is required to open an IRA CD and earn the APY. Penalties 

may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Accounts must be funded with new monies only. Offer may be 

withdrawn at any time. This offer is not available in combination 

with any other offer. All accounts are subject to the bank’s Account 

Opening Disclosures for IRAs.  

© 2016 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 

Equal Opportunity Lender.

1.10%
APY

1

18-month IRA CD

All Meats and Poultry are Always Fresh and at the Best Price!
We accept orders • We accept all major credit cards and EBT

718.726.3301

3lb Spare Ribs
4lb Chuck Steak
2lb Sausages
3lb Short Ribs
4lb Ground Beef
1 Whole Chicken (3lb)

$79.99

3lb Oxtails

3lb Pork Chops

3lb Beef Stew

3lb Wings

4lb Ground Beef

(House)

2lb Minute Steaks 

2 Whole Chickens

3lb Chicken Legs

FREE
POUND BACON

$2999
2lb Chicken Legs
2lb Ground Beef (House)
2lb Pork Chops
2lb Beef Stew
1 Whole Chicken

FREE DOZEN EGGS FREE DOZEN EGGS

$3999

2lb Chicken Legs
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Pork Chops
2lb Beef Stew
1 Whole Chicken
2lb Minute Steaks

FREE ORANGE JUICE

$4999 $5999

FREE PACK OF FRANKS

3lb Chicken Legs
3lb Ground Beef
3lb Beef Stew
3lb Pork Chops
2lb Chicken Wings
2lb Minute Steak

37-11 Broadway • Astoria

Meat Package #5
Meat

Package #1
Meat

Package #2

Meat
Package #3

Meat
Package #4

FREE DELIVERY
$59.99 minimum

We can fill all specialty orders
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MSTDA.ORG • INFO@MSTDA.ORG • 212-371-4449

548 MAIN STREET    ROOSEVELT ISLAND    NEW YORK 10044

CREATIVE DRAMA  V  CHILDREN, TEEN & ADULT THEATRE   V   

Winter is here but ...

Spring
is coming

Our Spring Semester starts on February 22nd. 

Join a Jazz, Ballet, Hip-Hop, or Tap Class to learn or  
improve your dance skills. Practice Ballroom dancing with a  

former international champion.
 Now that’s an enjoyable way to get moving! 

Or join our Aeropump, Pilates, or Yoga classes to get toned and �t.  
You’ll get a workout but our teachers will also make sure you learn  

the right technique to get strong and avoid injury.

Have you always wondered how great actors do it? Join our  
Adult Acting Class and learn Method Acting from the best.

Free Theatre Tech 
Workshop!

Learn about scenery, lighting, 
sound, and movement from a 

seasoned pro. 

Four Monday sessions starting  
March 7, 6:30-8:00 pm.  

Contact info@mstda.org

Stylized Basic Dance 
Movement Workshop 

for adults!

This introductory workshop uses 
basic exercise steps to choreograph 

 different fusions of Jazz, Ballet, 
 African, Latin, East Indian, Hip Hop 

and Interpretive dance. 

Students will engage in a wide  
range of movements and rhythms.  

Open to all levels! 

Let’s have fun and just move. $60.

Wed. March 9, 16, 23, & 30 
7:00-8:00 pm

Contact info@mstda.org

Register in-person at the 

Cultural Center,  

548 Main Street

Sat. 2/13 9-11 am

or online at

mstda.org
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Roosevelt Island  
Day Nursery 

Spring  
Open 
House!
Interested in RIDN’s Fall 2016 
classes? Come tour our sites! 

Wed February 24 6:30p – 8:00p

Sat February 27 10:30a – 12:00p

Reserve Your Space Today

212.593.0750 | office@ridn.org

Open Enrollment  
starts March 8

R IDN 405 Main St & 4 River Road

Infant|Toddler|Preschool|PreK

Celebrati
ng 40 Years!

‘
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Not far away, I found a favorite, jazz trumpeter Roy 
Hargrove inventively represented on a foil print. Roy Har-
grove at the Highline artfully matches metals while showing 
the musician’s cool 
command of his in-
strument. In Andrew 
Nichol’s  Melody, 
another unnamed 
horn player, who 
looks awfully like 
an uncharacteristi-
cally at ease Miles 
Davis, launches vi-
sual expressions of 
sound that resemble 
patches of fabric 
floating upward from 
his instrument.

Suggesting music 
visually is no easy 
thing, and these art-
ists do it creatively.

In a pair of inspira-
tional posters on canvas, Gregory Whishum brings black his-
tory and pride into frames. The first, Great African American 
Women, offers a grid of women’s faces, centered with Michelle 
Obama. The First 
Lady is surrounded 
by twenty accom-
plished women, from 
Harriet Tubman to 
Josephine Baker to 
Condoleezza Rice, 
demonstrating the 
breadth of their 
contributions to our 
culture. It’s easy to 
imagine this poster 
on a teenager’s wall.

Whishum’s sec-
ond poster, From 
Slavery to Presi-
dency, features a 
laid back President 
Obama among a sea 
of historical images 
from history, sug-
gesting an excep-
tional man arriving 
in the present from 
a stream of cultural 
evolution.

Pax Rwanda
With embroidered artwork, Pax Rwanda returns us to 

Africa. The dominant earth tones fit right in and, except for 
their vivid folk art style, are indistinguishable from the larger, 
main exhibit. 

Pax Rwanda delivers the de-
signs of Savane Rutongo-Kibuye, 
embroidered into reality by a team 

of artisans from 
her workshop. 

“Their embroi-
dery technique 
involves loading 
threads of three 
different colors 
on one needle to 
achieve subtle 
blends of color. 
Only rarely does 
any one area of 
an embroidery 
consist of a single 
color. In this way, 
the artisans strive 
to create with 
needle and thread 
what the painter 
produces with 

brush and paint,” according to its 
website. 

Curator Juliana Meehan elabo-
rates, “Each fin-
ished work takes 
three or four 
months to com-
plete.”

The precision 
and artistry of the 
work is seen best 
in The Sorghum 
Market, where fields, piles of grain, 
people and baskets intermingle in a 
busy marketplace. The colors are 
rich and eye-catching, the composi-
tion elaborately satisfying.

Among other examples from Pax 
Rwanda, The Milk Blessing illus-
trates the daily activities from “The 
Land of a Thousand Hills.” 

More of this work can be found 
at: rutongoembroideries.com.

Sentiment and Myth
Andrew Nichols shows his gift for 

more accessible, intimate art in Just 
the Two of Us, an acrylic on canvas, 
an expressionist’s portrait of a couple 
enjoying the quietude of being to-

gether, seated on a wall with a dreamlike field of 
infinity before them. Less abstract but equally exciting 
is Nichols’s Summertime. A patchy display of colors 
describes a young woman in a floppy brimmed hat as 
she sips from a straw dipped into a green chalice that 

suggests a giant apple or 
the Earth itself.

Also not to be missed 
are Nia Imani’s Oceana, 
an erotically mystical 
acrylic on wood suggest-
ing a powerful African 
Goddess, and Akassa’s in-
tense, Klee-like Feelings. 
But in a show with such 
consistent quality, there 
are more exciting pictures 
than there is space to re-
port on them. 

Don’t miss it. RIVAA’s 
Annual Black History 
Month Exhibition will 
stick with you, remind-
ing you that the range 
of black lives that mat-
ter extends far beyond 
the political arena to art-
ists who reflect and find 
inspiration in cultural 
expressions found in 
thousands of communi-
ties across America.

Until February 28, en-
trance on the street level, 
527 Main on Roosevelt 
Island. Gallery Hours, 
Tuesday and Thursday: 
6:00 to 8:00 pm; Satur-
day and Sunday: Noon 
to 5:00 pm.

RIVAA, from page 1

Brewer, from page 1
to community boards in 2015. This year, 
Brewer is establishing a Council of Young 
Leaders of Manhattan, open to youth ages 
14-18 who live, work, go to school in, or 
belong to an organization in Manhattan 
(this includes young residents of Roosevelt 
Island) and want to learn how local gov-
ernment works. The application form (link 
at the end of this article) says the Council 
“will meet periodically to address policy 
and budget concerns affecting Manhattan’s 
young people” and work “closely with local 
elected officials and City agencies” by draft-
ing resolutions, serving on committees, and 
giving presentations.

After her opening remarks, Brewer moder-
ated a Represent NYC panel with “four New 
Yorkers whose work has a major … cultural, 
social, economic, [and] artistic impact” on 
the city: Khary Lazarre-White, co-founder 
of The Brotherhood/SisterSol; Marc Murphy, 
executive chef, restaurateur, and board mem-
ber of both the Food Council of City Harvest 
and Food and Finance High School’s industry 
advisory board; Francisco J. Núñez, founder 
and artistic director of the Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City; and Sumie Oka-
zaki, Professor of Counseling Psychology at 
New York University’s Steinhardt School and 
Coalition for Asian-American Children and 
Families policy fellow.

The panel answered questions about the 
current situation of youth in New York City, 
with a focus on income and educational in-
equality and how it affects their future edu-
cation and careers. Lazarre-White said some 
of the main concerns of young people were 
creating better schools that leave them feel-
ing prepared for higher education; food jus-
tice; and prison and criminal justice reform. 
“What’s important to them is an opportunity 
… to build stable lives,” said Lazarre-White.

Okazaki added that immigrant families have 
to overcome differences in language and cul-
ture as well as income. “[In] the Asian-Amer-
ican community there’s a lot of barriers, both 
structural and cultural, to feeling like they are 
a part of the city, especially in school settings 
… there’s simply not enough language access, 
not enough translation and interpretation ser-
vices for parents who really want to be a part 
of their kids’ education.” She said that as a 
result of this, many Asian-American teenagers 
try to navigate the college application process 
on their own. “The kids also don’t get equal 
access to school guidance counseling,” she 
said, but said they have noticed the inequality 
and taken action. “The kids have been advo-
cating alongside City Council members with 
City leaders to try and bring more equitable 
guidance services to all kids, not just Asian-
American kids.”

Brewer then turned the discussion to po-
lice-community relations, saying that what 
came out of the forums with police officers 
she hosted was the “need for respect between 
both parties.” She linked this to the uptick 
in bullying in schools and on social media, 
asking, “what can we do as a City to encour-
age everyone … to show more tolerance and 
respect for each other?”

Lazarre-White advocated for adding mor-
als and ethics lessons to the core curriculum 
of City schools. “We say we want young 
people to learn these things, but where is 
the space for them to learn it? … We have a 
responsibility, as a society, to put that front 
and center.” Regarding policing, he said there 
are “structural issues within NYPD that have 
to be reformed … this is about a police de-
partment where too many members do not 
realize that they have to respect all citizens.”

Okazaki agreed that bullying could be ad-
dressed through education. “It’s very, very 

difficult work to understand structural racism 
and structural classism and all those things 
that keep us from genuinely connecting to 
each other … [but] some of the bullying is 
simple ignorance that can be eliminated with 
some more targeted education … [and] learn-
ing about each other’s cultures and religions 
in a way that is respectful.”

Núñez said it was important for adults 
to make children and young adults speak 
to each other and work to find “a common 
thread.” “Conversation starts to bring down 
the barriers between them and figure out that 
it’s OK to build trust among others.” He said 
that because of bullying, many kids felt “very 
oppressed” and without a sense of belonging, 
so it was the responsibility of adults to “make 
them feel like there is a place for them, even 
if they are different.”

The conversation moved to the state of 
small business in the City. Murphy said there 
were obstacles for smaller businesses, such 
as the Commercial Rent Tax, an additional 
tax charged to commercial properties south 
of 96th Street that pay more than $250,000 
in gross rent annually. Murphy wanted to see 
an adjustment to this tax, such as exempt-
ing businesses that generate under a certain 
level of revenue annually. “I moved to this 
city [about 27 years ago] and there were all 
these bodegas and all these great little places 
and they are disappearing … I think small 
beautiful restaurants are part of our culture.” 
He added, “people are not going to come to 
New York to go to Starbucks … they can just 
stay home and do that.”

Brewer then went back to City youth and 
the importance of the arts in their education, 
asking, “do you think young people need 
more of the arts, and … how should they 
be structured together?” Lazarre-White said 
“the arts are absolutely key” in the lives of 

young people. “It’s helping young people to 
identify who they are, to find their voice. It 
pushes them to explore other parts of who 
they are.” He said that the fact that so many 
City schools didn’t have a quality art pro-
gram, especially schools in poor and working 
class communities, was “an abomination.” 

Brewer ended by asking each panelist to 
give one “big idea” for the City of New 
York. Núñez said he would like a performing 
arts center for use solely by young people, 
explaining that youth arts programs could 
not afford time at Carnegie Hall, but young 
performers still “need to have an artistically 
excellent space where they can be heard.” 
Okazaki wanted to see public schools used as 
a space “not just for students, but for families 
and communities” so there wouldn’t be such 
a “divide between the community and the 
education.” Murphy thought everyone who 
was interested in the food industry should 
be able to get enough training to enter the 
business and find a good job. Lazarre-White 
stated that New York City was “the most 
progressive city in our country,” and should 
“take front and center [in] training the future 
leaders of this nation,” with ethics being a 
core component of youth education.

After the panel, Deputy Borough Presidents 
Aldrin R. Bonilla and Matthew S. Washington 
presented ways Manhattan residents can get 
more involved in the borough. Washington 
encouraged organizations to apply for fund-
ing and individuals to attend Brewer’s public 
events and sign up for her e-newsletter.

A full recording of the State of the Borough 
address can be watched online at mnn.org/video/
watch-manhattan-state-borough-2016. Learn more 
about Gale A. Brewer or City policies, sign 
up for updates, and apply for the Council of 
Young Leaders of Manhattan (deadline is 
Friday, March 4) at manhattanbp.nyc.gov.

Gregory Whishum: Great African American Women

Pax Rwanda: Milk Blessing

Aziza: Roy Hargrove at the Highline

Aziza and her mother at the opening

Alan Mildor: Black Lives Matter
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A  
COMPLIMENTARY SEMINAR 

LUNCHEON
Planning your final arrangements in advance is one of the 

most thoughtful gi�s you can give your family.  
Join us to learn more about the simple steps  

you can take to plan ahead and bring  
true peace of mind to yourself and your loved ones.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2016 – 11:00 AM TO 2:30 PM

THOMAS M. QUINN & SONS FUNERAL HOME 

35-20 BROADWAY LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11106

The Discussion Topics will Include:

WELCOME ~ KEVIN R. MACK, GENERAL MANAGER 

Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home

 11:15 AM:  DONNA FURREY ESQ. 11:45 AM:  STEPHEN DUER 

 Estate Planning Including “Your Life, Your Legacy” 

	 Health	Care	Proxy	and	Wills	 The	Benefits	to	Pre-Arranging	a	Funeral

LUNCH – 12:45 PM - 1:15 PM 

 1:30 PM: REVEREND VINCENT F. MICELI 2:00 PM: MARIA TORRES/LIVEONNY 

 Pastor ~ St. Joseph’s RC Church Understanding the Importance of 

 Funeral Traditions in the Catholic Church Organ and Tissue Donation

PLEASE RSVP AT (718) 721-9200 BY MARCH 2, 2016

Proudly owned and operated by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, Texas 77019 (713) 522-5141. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged 
funeral agreements executed by applicants for or recipients of supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

This event is hosted by your local Dignity Memorial® Funeral Providers 

THOMAS M. QUINN & SONS FUNERAL HOME, MORISCO FUNERAL HOME 

DAVID FUNERAL HOME, STAMATIADES FUNERAL HOME

35-20 Broadway Long Island City, New York 11106 • 718-721-9200 • www.tmquinn.com

Blue Dragon, from page 1
Stapen says it is the artists’ appreciation of 
the beauty of Roosevelt Island that prompted 
them to offer it as a gift instead.

Other Work
Stapen knew the artist couple from her ca-

pacity as Senior Cultural Affairs Officer for 
the Consulate General of Sweden. While at the 
United Nations in 1997, the Consul General 
asked the artists to create a monument to the 
memory of Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish 
diplomat who saved thousands of Hungarian 
Jews from extermination by the Nazis. 

Wallenberg was arrested by the Russians on 
January 17, 1945, and never heard from again.  
Gustav Kraitz was also apprehended by the 
Soviets – a mere two days after Wallenberg. 
Although Kraitz did not meet Wallenberg 
personally, Wallenberg’s influence on him 
was profound and Kraitz and his wife, Ulla, 
agreed to create a monument in memory of 
Wallenberg. On November 9, 1998, the Hope 
Monument was unveiled on a traffic 
island at First Avenue and East 47th 
Street, in front of the United Nations.

The artists’ sculptures are shown all 
over the world.  In NYC, in addition 
to the sculpture in front of the UN,  the 
Museum of Art and Design commis-
sioned two benches from the Kraitzes 
which are in place just outside the 
museum at Columbus Circle.

Gustav
Gustav Kraitz was born in Hun-

gary in 1926.  He entered the Acad-
emy of Fine Arts in Budapest after 
winning first prize in a painting 
competition.  The academy closed 
down during the chaos of World 
War II, and shortly thereafter he 
was arrested and sent to the Soviet 
coal mines for five years.  He tried 
to escape three times but was appre-
hended on each occasion and nearly 
beaten to death.  When he was freed, 
he re-entered the Academy of Fine 
Arts and focused on sculpture.

He wanted to leave Hungary, and, 
in 1956, during the Hungarian Up-
rising, he finally did. After leaving 
Budapest, he reached the border.  

There, he met an old professor who provided 
a letter of introduction to a friend in Stock-
holm, Sweden.  He got a job in Stockholm 
working for the City Museum.

His dedication and focus remains to this 
day.  According to Stapen, the Hope Monu-
ment was refurbished in May 2014.  A dam-
aged pillar was replaced with stone from the 
same quarry in Sweden as the original and 
brought here, to New York City, for the work. 

 Stapen says Kraitz is present at all instal-
lations or repairs of his work, and he worked 
overnight to ensure this repair was a success.  
Stapen says she remained there too, for most 
of the night, because she serves as his inter-
preter.  “He needs to have somebody who 
knows how to translate English into Swedish.  
I have been around so long that he trusts me.” 

Gustav and Ulla
In 1960, Kraitz met Ulla Stenkvist 

when both were featured in an art show in 

Stockholm.  She was a painter, and they 
started working together soon after.  The 
couple married in 1961 and have been col-
laborating ever since.  Despite the personal 
tragedies they have faced in their 55 years 
together - Ulla was ill for a long time with an 
aneurism and their first child died unexpect-
edly when she was nine -  they describe their 
work as optimistic and hopeful.

The Island
During Kraitz’ time in New York, Sta-

pen brought him here to the Island.  She 
laughs as she recalls how he enjoyed the 
Tram.  Stapen introduced him to Tad Sudol, 
President of the Roosevelt Island Visual 
Arts Association (RIVVA), and when the 
group walked up to Southpoint Park, cherry 
blossoms covered the ground.  “Right then 
[Gustav Kraitz] offered to donate a sculp-
ture to Roosevelt Island,” Stapen recounts.  
“He loved the beauty of the Island.”

The artists returned to New York in Octo-
ber of 2015, accompanied by Goran Christen-
son, Director of the Malmo Museum located 
in Southern Sweden, who usually accompa-
nies them.  After seeing the exact place where 
the sculpture will be placed, the artists signed 
all legal documents concerning Blue Dragon 
now, and in the future, should the estate need 
to approve any move or repair.  

The Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) has given the green light to 
the installation of the piece in early April 
when the artists will be back.  The formal 
unveiling ceremony is scheduled for April 
26.  Stapen is in charge of organizing the 
Swedish guests and press.  In the mean-
time, the Blue Dragon sits at a Swedish 
dock packaged and ready to sail.  It will 
be brought to Elizabeth, New Jersey first, 
and then  transported by truck from there.  
It is noteworthy that the cost of shipping 

the two-ton sculpture from Sweden 
to New Jersey is less expensive than 
the cost of bringing it here from New 
Jersey. The Blue Dragon will sit at the 
entrance of South Point Park.

Stapen herself has lived at the Oc-
tagon for over four years.

While visiting a friend on the Is-
land in 2011, she decided to look at a 
few apartments. She walked into the 
Octagon and felt at home so didn’t 
even look at the others. She moved 
in in September, 2011. She has been 
involved in the Roosevelt Island 
Residents Association (RIRA) as a 
representative of the Octagon and is 
associated with RIVAA, especially 
the gallery at the Octagon.  “I brought 
three artists here to show, as guests of 
RIVAA, at the Octagon Gallery.  

Stapen is sorry that Blue Dragon 
will conclude her work with the 
Kraitzes.  Gustav  turns 90 in March 
and has to limit his traveling.  The 
Kraitzes are now busy creating a cul-
tural center in Bastad, Sweden where 
their work will be displayed.  Stapen 
says, “It has been such a pleasure to 
work with Gustav.”

Tad Sudol, Lynne Shinozaki, Victoria Thorston, Ulla and Gustav Kraitz, Susanne Rosenthal,
Elisabeth Stapen, Jane Swnason and Goran Christiansen at Gallery RIVAA, October 28th, 2015
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Form and
Function

We build websites that are easy to use and easy to look at

www.bigcitysoftworks.com

455 Main Street
7 days, 11am-11pm

212-583-1688

Free delivery
for orders $15 and over.

All major credit 
cards accepted ($15 

minimum).
www.fujieast.com

CHINA 1
KITCHEN

609 Main Street
11am-11pm Sun-Thur
11am-midnight Fri-Sat

212-588-0663

Free delivery $6 & over

unClassified
50¢ a word • 917-587-3278

Deadline for March 5 issue: Tuesday, March 1
Please see ComingUp, page 3, for other advertising deadlines

ROOM WANTED – Non-smoker, quiet 
female desires to rent room starting April.  
I can supply references.  Please call 
or text “ROOM” – 646-510-7116.  I will 
return your call.  Rosemarie.

attorney needed to revise will, 
create power of attorney, etc.  marycav@
aol.com.  1/9 only

notary, cpa, tax e-file, 212-644-
0985, www.russellfieldscpa.biz.	 thru 12/12/15

RUSSIAN/ENGLISH INTERPRETER 
is teaching on Roosevelt Island.  
Exceptionally good prices 347‑612‑2630.

CLASSICAL PIANO with Irene. Read 
music. It’s logical fun! 917‑655‑0028.

FRIENDLY GUITAR TEACHER with a 
master’s degree in music is looking for 
Island students. All ages, ability levels, 
and musical tastes welcome. Results 
guaranteed! Contact Andrew to learn 
more. 512-626-3072 / ascottbaird@
gmail.com.  thru 10/10

VOCAL TEACHER – Specializing in 
teaching beginners. For appointments & 
consultation, bohaidave@aol.com. 646-
256-5102.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / 
Certified Reflexologist – Island resident 
Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. 
212‑759‑9042.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 212‑935‑7534.

ISLAND SEAMSTRESS – 30 yrs 
experience. Free pickup & delivery. 
RooseveltIslandSeamstress@gmail.com 
or 646-449-8725.

ERRANDS: Organizing, special projects, 
personal assistance. You run your life, 
I’ll run your errands. Call Vicki Feinmel, 
212-223-1108.

CATCH YOUR CAT – Efficient help 
with your feline escape artist. Vet-
recommended, Island references. 
917‑355‑1867 / catchyourcat@gmail.com.

EXPERIENCED CAT SITTER – 917-
587-3278. RI resident. Will also check 
mail, etc.

FREECYCLE.ORG/RooseveltIsland – 
Give your unneeded stuff a better home 
through Freecycle. It’s free to give/
receive; just post needs & wants. Get 
everything for free.

WIRE Classifieds work. 212-751-8214.

Main Street, from page 1
Octagon Express.  Tourists (40,000 in 2013) 
pour off the Tram to visit Four Freedoms 
Park, and pour right back on again once 
they’ve seen it.  

Maybe all these visitors and even some 
residents simply don’t know what’s here. 
Main Street Sweets and Eats, Island Wines 
and Spirits, the newly renovated and renamed 
Bread & Butter Deli, a Subway franchise and 
the Wholesome Factory pizza and grocery, for 
example, all arrived under the master lease. 

So why not tell people all about Main 
Street?  Plans for signage to draw people to 
Main Street from the Tram, the subway and 
other Island buildings have been discussed 
for years, but nothing has come of it.  Right 
now, RIOC chief executive Charlene Indeli-
cato points out, Main Street is such a mess 
that there’s nowhere to put signs. But what 
about at the subway and the Tram?  Pedram 
Mahdavi of HR says that they sent proposals 
to RIOC over a year ago.  Why no action?  
“We couldn’t agree on what sort of signs to 
have,” was RIOC’s response.

Could innovation be in the cards?  Break-
ing up the big spaces so that smaller stores 
can move in?  Lower rents?  More help with 
building out?  Not so far.  The RIOC Board’s 
response to residents’ dissatisfaction is an 
implicit “Wait and see.” 

RIOC seems to believe that the 

game-changer will be Cornell, whose new 
Roosevelt Island campus is scheduled to 
open in 2017.  Starting next year, there will 
be as many as 600 new people on the Island, 
at least some of the time.  Eventually there 
will be 20,500.  But “eventually” is 2043. 

To get things moving, RIRA’s Kanninen 
says she wants Island residents to become 
more involved in the process.  “I would like 
the Main Street decision makers – Hudson/
Related, Cushman Wakefield, the WIRE 
buildings, and RIOC to have quarterly meet-
ings with the Retail Advisory Committee,” 
she says.  “We would save a lot of time and 
effort.  Being on the same page would avoid 
a lot of problems.”

Residents may be unhappy, but it’s fair to 
point out that delay isn’t costing RIOC any-
thing.  HR is paying RIOC more than $900,000 
a year to lease all the available space.  So far 
most of it is in the loss column.  So Hudson/
Related has some skin in the game.  Cushman 
Wakefield gets paid only for signed leases, so 
presumably they’re motivated too: the RIOC 
board, under its present composition – ap-
pointed by the Governor, not elected by resi-
dents – apparently not so much. 

And the Z-bricks on Main Street?  For 
40 years they’ve added their unique charm 
to the Island.  But RIOC’s budget allocates 
$600,000 to replace them with asphalt.

Council an email at contact@riraonline.com.
Uptick in Complaints re Pet Waste

As the last of the snow of the last bliz-
zard has melted, I would be remiss not to 
mention the number of recent complaints 
and calls to RIRA, RIOC, 311 and the City 
of the failure by dog owners to curb their 
pets and pick up after them during the last 
snow storm.  Although required by City law 
and finable  up to $200 for failing to do so, 
a number of residents continually choose 
not to pick up their dog’s feces, causing 
unsanitary and unsightly conditions, which 
expose both children and adults, young, old 
and infirm, to a number of diseases, bacteria, 

RIRA, from page 3
and environmental hazards that only uncol-
lected waste can cause.

As a dog owner, I can sympathize. I 
understand – especially when the tempera-
tures freeze, snow is on the ground, or 
rains fall.  It is not an option for any dog 
owner, however, not to pick up after one’s 
dogs.  Notwithstanding seeking from RIOC, 
and individual buildings, the installation 
of more waste dispensers and receptacles 
in and around highly trafficked and used 
areas, as well as signage reminding of the 
local laws requiring pick-up,  it is up to 
each and every one of us – pet owner and 
non-pet owners alike – to seek community 

enforcement of such rules.  
We inhabit an Island of limited space with 

an exploding population – of both humans and 
pets alike – and it is up to us to ensure that the 
beautiful walkways and parks that we all enjoy 
are not, come spring, filled with animal waste.

	

	

	

	

CDM KIDS OFFERS AFFORDABLE HIGH QUALITY 

PART TIME & FULL TIME CARE 

PRESCHOOL PREP.  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 

AFTER SCHOOL  

SUMMER CAMP 

AND 

DROP IN CARE 

CALL/EMAIL US TODAY TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT  

OUR WONDERFUL PROGRAMS! 

212-470-5291/CDMKIDS@GMAIL.COM 

LEARNING, FRIENDS, FUN! 

 

 

Island History
Visit the WIRE archive:

msWIRE.us/wirelist
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DASH
Disabled Association 
Support for the Homebound
DO YOU NEED...?
	 • Help with shopping	
	 • Medications to be picked up	
	 • Someone to talk to
Call DASH and one of our volun-

teers will come to your apartment.

917-558-0534

Visit our Website
therooseveltdoctor.com

		  ·	 check lab results
		  ·	 make appointments
		  ·	 take a survey
		  ·	 internet health resources
		  ·	 get help finding insurance
		  ·	 read opinions

Jack Resnick, MD
Specialist in Adult Medicine

501 Main Street – 212-832-2310
office practice and housecalls for the homebound

David Lloyd Marcus, Ph.D.
Psychotherapy and Counseling

Associate Professor
NYU School of Medicine

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-777-8222
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

MOST INSURANCE PLANS, INCLUDING MEDICARE, ACCEPTED

E-mail marcud01@nyu.edu

Dental Love LLC

 501 Main Street, Suite A Office Hours:
 212-752-8722   Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-6:00pm
 MyDentalLove.com  Friday-Saturday, 9:00am-3:00pm

Come experience the Convenience, Comfort,
and Confidence our dental office has to offer.

Your entire Family is welcome!
  Services offered:
   General Dentistry

   Cosmetic Dentistry

   Specialists on staff:

   Periodontist (Gum Disease)

   Endodontist (Root Canal)

   Orthodontist (Braces/Invisalign)

Call 212-752-8722 NOW or

Book appointments online at

MyDentalLove.com

Insurance Accepted – CareCredit Financing

All that is good begins with a SMILE.

strength, balance, flexibility
Certified Instructor

Private/Group classes on Roosevelt Island

212-750-6223

Receive personal attention 
from a Board Certified 
Podiatrist*
Established in Manhattan for over 25 years

Do you suffer from:
Warts • Heel Spurs • Fungus Nail • Ingrown Toenails 

Nerve Pain • Cysts • Custom Inserts • Ulcers

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Before work, lunch hour and evening appointments available

AFTerBeFore

212-750-8344
www.precisionfootcare.com
133 East 58th • Suite 506 • NY, NY 10022

Precision Footcare: Dr. JoHN JUrCISIN

Bunion

Hammertoes/ 

Corns
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Home Style Indian Cooking
Healthy • Free Local Delivery (min $18)

• Vegetarian / Vegan Friendly •
Now Open 7 Days 11AM-10PM

718-606-9150
35-27 31st Street, Long Island City

www.samossabites.com

Saturday
FARMER’S
MARKET

Wonderful, healthy food to
help you fulfill your

New Year’s resolution to eat healthy.

Accepting credit cards and EBT

� e Laudamus
Children’s Chorus

presents a

Spring Concert
Songs of beauty and fun for everyone!

Sunday, March 20, 2016 at 7:00 pm
� e Chapel of the Good Shepherd

542 Main Street
New York (Roosevelt Island), NY 10044

THIS IS A FREE CONCERT

For more information,
please visit our website at

www.laudamusnyc.org

� e Laudamus Children’s 

Chorus with Music Director 

Ron De Fesi.

From open house to dream home, 
we’re with you every step of the way.

Citibank offers:

n   SureStart® Pre-approval so you can shop with confidence.*

n   Lower rates with Citibank Relationship Pricing.

n   An experienced team to work exclusively on home purchase transactions.

* SureStart is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. Final commitment is subject to verification of information, receipt of a satisfactory sales contract on the home you wish to purchase, appraisal and title 

report, and meeting our customary closing conditions. There is no charge to receive a SureStart pre-approval. However, standard application and commitment fees will apply for the mortgage loan application.

Terms, conditions and fees of accounts, programs, products and services are subject to change. This is not a commitment to lend. All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Certain 

restrictions may apply on all programs. Offer cannot be combined with any other mortgage offer.

©2016 Citibank, N. A. Equal Housing Lender, Member FDIC. NMLS# 412915. Citi, Citibank, Arc Design and Citi with Arc Design are registered servicemarks of Citigroup Inc.

Michael J. Pierce

917-405-9635 
michael.pierce@citi.com
NMLS #395605

 

212-396-3020 
 www.uppereastsideah.com 

 

310 East 65th St. 

Suite 1C 

NY, NY 10065 


